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Smart growth is about regional equity - about who pays for new roads and
infrastrudure, about the affordability of housing, the property value benefits of healthy
ecosystems, and the true costs and benefits of economic development.
This same tension is beginning to emerge in Canada. In
January 2001, then premier Mike Harris launched the
Ontario Smart Growth Initiative and one of the first
announcements made under its auspices was a massive
expansion (estimated at $10 billion) of the province's
highway building program.
Second, smart growth seems to apply mostly to rapidly
growing urban areas. So far, the movement has little to say
to those communities that are growing very slowly or are
in decline. In these areas, attracting growth, new businesses
or cultural facilities may be more important than controlling the shape of that growth.
Third, there is a lingering debate about whether there
should be limits to growth, especially in areas where the
population depends on limited local ecological resources,
such as groundwater.
Finally, some of the recommendations made by smart
growth enthusiasts may simply be unrealistic under
prevailing economic conditions and popular attitudes. For
instance, Jill Grant at Dalhousie University has questioned
whether mixed-use development is as feasible as often
assumed. 4 Having shops and services available within
neighbourhoods is a laudable planning goal, but many
developers say such strategies are not economically viable

in most suburban settings: adjacent residents don't want
the hubbub that retail activity brings, and corner retailers
can't make a buck when most people can drive to a WalMart in a few minutes.
Nonetheless, it is clear that there is growing popular,
professional and political support for real changes to the
way we build cities and for the smart growth agenda.
In the past, efforts to manage growth have largely been
seen as the responsibility of urban planners working with
tools like zoning regulations and development controls.
We have learned from the failure of that approach that
shaping urban development requires a much wider array
of tools.
Healthy, sustainable cities need strong regional planning
authorities, adequate financing and financial incentives,
cross-sectoral partnerships, high levels of civic engagement
and greater cultural acceptance for mixed, high-density,
residential-commercial areas.

Strengthen regional governance
Regional governments have always played an important
role in shaping land-use planning in Canada. Regional
authorities like the Lower Mainland Regional Planning
Board in BC, and regional governments in Ontario cities
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