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The winter of 2013/2014 saw the city centre of Kyiv turned into a battleground in a fight for democracy,
freedom, and civil rights. This battle, known as the Maidan Revolution, was a critical moment in
Ukrainian history that sought to change the direction of the country for the better and to combat the
ongoing corruption that was destroying the nation from the inside out. This revolution was an attempt
by the Ukrainian people to demonstrate their desire for an overhaul of values, respect from the
government, and modernization in the hopes that one day, their country be better recognized on the
international stage.

The Maidan Revolution impacted all aspects of Ukrainian life, from politics, to society, to the
economy, and to the arts. This widespread phenomenon affected the attitudes towards the operation
of the government, the relationship Ukrainians held with each other, the overall wealth of the country,
and the way in which individuals expressed themselves and sought to create a new international
image of what Ukraine really was.

Introduction

Background

The Maidan Revolution saw people from all walks of life in Ukraine working together in order to
make a positive change for their country. Preceding the revolution, opinions on the government and
the direction of the country were majorly negative, and there was widespread dissatisfaction with the
corrupt Yanukovych government. The early activists of the Maidan Revolution were successful in
framing this discontent with the regime and the aspirations of a better future in a manner that
resonated with a wide array of people. For the participants of the revolution, this movement was
about a common civic cause and responsibility, not language or identity.

Spontaneous self organization was a defining characteristic of the Maidan Revolution, as what began
as small student protests transformed into united volunteer groups that remained on Maidan for the
entire duration of the revolution. Activities of these groups included preparing and supplying hot
food and drinks, providing warm clothing, raising money, the formation of AutoMaidan caravans,
setting up a technology and information tent, and eventually creating small self defence battalions or
“sotnia” to defend Maidan from the police.

The informal nature and lack of long term structure of this self organization was not enough to be
translated to ongoing civic participation and reformation. Despite this lack, the success of the
revolution did provide people with a sense of responsibility and empowerment, and led to greater
feelings of patriotism and willingness to work for their country. After the revolution there was a surge
in self identification as “Ukrainian”, and this title was increasingly related to ideas of freedom and
choice, rather than ethnicity or language. For the Ukrainian society, Maidan was a revolution of values
and a demonstration of the desire to be recognized by the rest of the world.

Social Impact
The status of Ukrainian relations with both the European Union and Russia are a crucial component
of the health of their economy, as Ukraine relies on both for much of their trade and natural
resources. Although Ukraine did sign the Association Agreement with the EU on June 27th, 2014, this
by no means confirms candidacy to become a EU member. From the Russian point of view, closer
Ukrainian-EU relations are threatening and seen as an attempt to expand a western sphere of
influence. Russia has thus been able to counteract this partnership through the imposition of
sanctions, applying pressure through limitations of the supply of gas, and the ending of free trade
between Moscow and Kyiv. Although Russia expresses concern about the loss of Ukraine as a trade
partner, their GDP dropped only 2.2% percent in the first quarter of 2015, while Ukraine’s dropped by
17.6%.

Since the Maidan Revolution, the economy of Ukraine has been contracting. February of 2015 saw a
dramatic decrease in the value of the local currency, the Hryvnia, by 70%, and aid packages supplied
by the International Monetary Fund have been insufficient in easing the country’s debt. In order to
continue receiving funding, Ukraine is required to gain better control over finances and debts, cut
budgets, and provide evidence of a reduction of corruption in the country. Due to the conflict with
militarized forces on the heavily industrialized eastern borders of Ukraine, many businesses have
been financially wounded.

Aside from President Poroshenko’s commitment to “de-oligarchization” of Ukraine and the imposition
of restrictions on their activities, oligarchs have largely remained untouched. A rise in gas prices and
reduction in cheap Russian trade hurts the businesses of the oligarchs, particularly in the conflicted
eastern provinces, but also hurts the employees on the ground. There has been public uncertainty
throughout Ukraine concerning the possibility that the government has only been undertaking
reforms to the bare minimum in order to receive funding from the international community.

Economic Impact

Results
Ukraine still has a far way to go in the fight against corruption since the end of the Maidan
Revolution. Reform of the police force and Ministry of Internal Affairs has been one of the most
progressive actions taken since the revolution, and has resulted in a new public satisfaction with
police forces in Kyiv, seeing an 82% satisfaction rate. The dissolution of the Berkut and the
introduction of a completely new police forces trained by American and Canadian experts has created
a new culture of law enforcement that is far less susceptible to bribery and corruption, which is one of
the most crucial steps in combatting state criminality.

To increase levels of success in combatting corruption, Ukraine must focus on internal reforms and
attempt to break their circular trap of corruption, especially prevalent in tax evasion schemes. In 2016,
Transparency International ranked Ukraine 131st out of 176 on their Corruption Perception Index, tied
for this position with Iran, Kazakhstan, Nepal, and Russia. Transparency International has observed a
decline in ratings in all countries, suggesting the need to re-evaluate issues of corruption worldwide.

Focusing on the issues of police brutality and violence greatly overlooks the importance of the
protests themselves and what caused them. It must be noted that prolonged popular mass
mobilization is a rare phenomenon, and needs to be understood as a combination of thoughts and
actions, rather than a purposeless act of destruction and force. Ukrainians have experienced a
troubling yet successful revolution, and now hold the ability and responsibility to be able to monitor
the actions of their future government in fulfilling promises to their people.

Conclusions
It is evident that the Maidan Revolution affected all aspects of life for the Ukrainian people, from
politics to manifestation in the arts. Their united success has had a profound impact on the country,
so far producing many positive results for Ukraine. Yet the battle against corruption in Ukraine has
not yet been won, and its citizens must remain vigilant holding their government accountable and
playing their own part in combatting corruption. There will be difficult times ahead as the economy
deteriorates and relations with hostile Russia continue in the eastern and southern areas of the
country.

The Maidan Revolution has demonstrated to the world the effectiveness and importance of popular
demonstration and revolt, and how when united, the power of the people can achieve their goals. It is
important to understand this event as not just violent riot by a group of extremists, as often painted by
the media, political opponents, critics, and the “Anti-Maidan” movement, but rather a coming
together of a country that wanted positive change and used their collective power to make it happen.

Acknowledgements & References
Black, Phil. “Ukraine’s Piano Man.” CNN video, 3:08. 26 February 2014. http://www.cnn.com/videos/world/2014/02/26/pkg-black-ukraine-piano-man.cnn
Dubin, Boris V. “Ukrainian Protest: On the Eve, During, and After (A Sociologist's View).” Russian Studies in Philosophy 54 (2016): 202-211. Accessed 17 February 2017. doi:
10.1080/10611967.2016.1251238. 
Krasynska, Svitlana, and Eric Martin. “The Formality of Informal Civil Society: Ukraine’s EuroMaidan.” Voluntas 28 (2017): 420-449. Accessed 17 February 2017. 
doi:10.1007/s11266-016-9819-8.
Kulyk, Volodymyr. “Language and Identity in Ukraine after Euromaidan.” Thesis 136, 1 (2016): 90-106.
Menon, Rajan, and Eugene Rumer. Conflict in Ukraine: The Unwinding of the Post-Cold War Order. Cambridge: The MIT Press, 2015. 
Onuch, Olga, and Gwendolyn Sasse. “The Maidan in Movement: Diversity and the Cycles of Protest.” Europe Asia Studies 68 (2016): 556-587. Accessed 18 February 2017. 
doi:10.1080/09668136.2016.1159665. 
Peacock, Robert, and Gary Cordner. “‘Shock Therapy’ in Ukraine: A Radical Approach to Post-Soviet Police Reform.” Public Administration and Development 36 (2016): 
80-92. Accessed 21 February 2017. doi: 10.1002/pad.1748.
Pleines, Heiko. “Oligarchs and Politics in Ukraine.” Demokratizatsiya: The Journal of Post-Soviet Democratization 24 (2016): 105-127. Accessed 21 February 2017. 
Plokhy, Serhii. The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine. New York: Basic Books, 2015.
Transparency International. “Corruption Perceptions Index 2016.” Transparency.org. https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_perceptions_index_2016
(Accessed 23 February 2017).
Wilson, Andrew. The Ukrainians: Unexpected Nation. 4th ed. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2015.
Yekelchyk, Serhy. The Conflict in Ukraine: What Everyone Needs to Know. New York: Oxford University Press, 2015. 
Zherebkina, Irina A. “The Split of the Nation.” Russian Studies in Philosophy 54 (2016): 185-201. Accessed 21 February 2017. doi: 10.1080/10611967.2016.1251237. 

All images used with direct permission or under Creative Commons License 2.0: No Derivatives (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/), Non Commercial 
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/), and Generic (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/).
Figure 1. Gnatoush, Alexandra. “IMG_6795-6802.” Digital image. Flickr. 23 December 2013. Accessed 27 February 2017. 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/nessa_flame/11503772463/ (CC BY-NC 2.0)
Figure 2. Bandura, Ivan. “Riot police.” Digital image. Flickr. 24 November 2013. Accessed 27 February 2017. https://www.flickr.com/photos/mac_ivan/11038342796/ (CC 
BY 2.0)
Figure 3. Maksymenko, Sasha. “IMG_5750.” Digital image. Flickr. 25 January 2014. Accessed 27 February 2017. 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/112078056@N07/12192016735/ (CC BY 2.0)
Figure 4. streetwrk.com. “the fog.” Digital image. Flickr. March 2014. Accessed 27 February 2017. https://www.flickr.com/photos/streetwrk/12965699465/ (CC BY-ND 2.0)
Figure 5. Варосян, Хачатур (Varosyan, Khachatur). Untitled. Digital image. Flickr. 22 February 2014. Accessed 27 February 2017. 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/124634075@N03/14015088630/ (CC BY-ND 2.0)
Figure 6. streetwrk.com. “public thoughts.” Digital image. Flickr. 2014. Accessed 27 February 2017. https://www.flickr.com/photos/streetwrk/12946568954/ (CC BY-ND 
2.0)
Figure 7. streetwrk.com. “two and a half smile.” Digital image. Flickr. 13 December 2013. Accessed 27 February 2017. 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/streetwrk/11872435346/ (CC BY-ND 2.0)
Figure 8. Ruthenia, Rutenien. “штурм КМДА (KCSA assault).” Digital image. Flickr. 15 February 2013. Accessed 27 February 2017. 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/rutenien/11384901153/ (CC BY 2.0)
Figure 9. Triebert, Christiaan. “I wish I was special.” Digital image. Flickr. 8 February 2014. Accessed 25 February 2017. 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/christiaantriebert/12464142954/ (CC BY-NC 2.0)
Figure 10. Globepainter, Seth, and Aleksey Kislow. “Renaissance.” 2014. Street mural. (Borychiv Tik St. 33. Kyiv, Ukraine). From “Kiev, Ukraine Street Art: 
‘Revival/Renaissance’ by Seth Globepainter & Aleksey Kislow” by Jacqueline M. Hadel. Tokidoki (Nomad): A World Travel Photo Blog by Jackie Hadel, 2015. Used 
with permission. Accessed 27 February 2017. https://jacquelinemhadel.com/2015/02/01/kiev-ukraine-street-art-revivalrenaissance-by-seth-globepainter-aleksey-kislow/
Figure 11. Bandura, Ivan. “Riot police blocking the way to the parliament building on Sunday night.” Digital image. Flickr. 8 December 2013. Accessed 27 February 2017. 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/mac_ivan/11295411965/ (CC BY 2.0)

The Maidan Revolution began on the 21st of November 2013, in Kyiv, Ukraine, and lasted until the 23rd
of February 2014. Initially dubbed the “Euromaidan Revolution” this movement began as a protest
against the refusal of Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych to sign an Association Agreement with
the European Union.

Through the use of social media about 1,000 students and activists organized a rally to be held that
night at Maidan Nezalezhnosti, Kyiv’s independence square and city centre. The purpose of this rally
was to demonstrate to the government that these activists did not support this turn away from the
European Union. Between the 21st and 23rd of November, a number of these small protests were held
in Kyiv and in other cities across Ukraine, with the demonstrators gaining the support of the official
state opposition on November 24 to hold a Pro-European Union march in Kyiv.

On the 29th of November, the peaceful protests turned violent, as the special police force of Ukraine,
called the “Berkut”, were ordered to disperse the protesters. This attempted dispersal resulted in the
beatings of hundreds of young students and activists. It was at this point that the “Euromaidan
Revolution” had ended, and the “Revolution of Dignity” had begun. The 1st of December saw the
March of Millions, as nearly one million Ukrainians flooded the streets of Kyiv to show their support
for the students that had been beaten.

Mid January 2014 saw the introduction of what were colloquially known by protesters as the
“Dictatorship Laws”, a legislation passed by the Yanukovych government that limited the civil rights of
the protesters. In order to enforce this legislation, the Berkut attacked the Maidan crowds once again
on January 19th, this time using rubber bullets, water cannons, and occasionally, live rounds. Rioting
occurred against the police, and these clashes resulted in the first deaths of the revolution.

The most violent period of the Maidan Revolution occurred in late February 2014, as discontent with
the Yanukovych regime dramatically increased and the demands of the revolution were not being met.
As 20,000 demonstrators marched towards the Verkhovna Rada building, they were met with
extremely violent resistance by the police. Between the 18th and 21st of February, over 70 protesters
were killed by the police, with thousands more injured.

Extreme violence made it clear that a solution was needed in order to stop the loss of life occurring in
the centre of Kyiv, and the official opposition worked with the Yanukovych government to come to an
agreement about ending the revolution. Their proposal announced to the Maidan crowd on the night
of February 21st was immediately rejected. An ultimatum was offered by the demonstrators that
President Yanukovych resign, or violence would only be further escalated until he complied. Fearing
for his safety, Yanukovych fled his home in Kyiv that night, and the next day he was officially
impeached for abandoning his duty as the president. On the 23rd of February, a temporary president
was installed and new elections were scheduled, marking the end of the Maidan Revolution.
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Political Impact Cultural Impact
The end of the Maidan Revolution was met with a reigning sentiment that the government would
continue its old style of politics and not properly represent the spirit of Maidan. Elections in May 2014
resulted in the election of President Petro Poroshenko and a new Rada, with 56% of the Members of
Parliament being first time members. Many of these new MPs had been prominent activists during
the revolution, but would end up leaving government due to frustration over lack of progress. Due to
the reinstallation of the 2004 constitutional reforms, the overall value of democracy in Ukraine has
increased since 2010.

The confusion and destabilization that occurred during Maidan provided an opportunity for Russian
intervention in Ukrainian affairs as the Crimean Peninsula was seized and Ukraine’s eastern borders
were compromised by military intervention in late February 2014. These threats to Ukrainian
sovereignty pose difficult diplomatic challenges for the future of Russo-Ukrainian relations, and limit
the ability for national cooperation and reformation within Ukraine. Russian interference in Ukraine
continues in its attempts to discredit the leadership in Kyiv, which it views as illegitimate and the
result of a coup d'état.

Upcoming elections in 2019 will provide a clearer understanding of the true impact of the Maidan
Revolution, as the Poroshenko government that has ruled since 2014 has been primarily focused on
political and economic stabilization within the country and has not taken on or completed many
dramatic reforms. The Poroshenko government has been largely regarded by Ukrainians as “politics
as usual”, but without an authoritarian president.

The emotional atmosphere of the Maidan Revolution led to forms of self expression in many different
modes of art, including painting, music, photography, and sculpture. Whether civic, political, or as a
response to the tragic events, artists were motivated by the revolution to express their feelings and
discontent in a creative and unique way, articulating thoughts that cannot always be conveyed through
words.

Seth Globepainter and Aleksey Kislow encapsulated the spirit of the Maidan Revolution in their
street mural Renaissance, located in the historic Podil neighborhood of Kyiv. This mural depicts a
young girl dressed in a military style jacket with a traditional flower crown or vinok on her head,
suggesting she is a young Maidan protester. She holds a young boy in her hand as she towers over
Kyiv, symbolizing her protection over the city and the potential for young people of Ukraine to create
a better future for themselves.

One of the most iconic symbols of the Maidan Revolution was a man named Bohdan, who referred to
himself as “The Piano Extremist”. Dressed in a balaclava and flak jacket, Bohdan could be seen
playing the piano in various locations across Maidan, including on top of the barricades. His most
recognized performances are of Ludovico Einaudi’s “Nuvole Bianche,” an emotional piece that caught
the attention of many amidst the violence and destruction of the revolution. In an interview, Bohdan
explained his piano playing as an attempt to demonstrate that the protesters were cultured,
intelligent, everyday people, not the violent thugs the media was attempting to portray them as.
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