
Citation for this paper: 

Kim Nayyer, “Book Review of Law of the Super Searchers: The Online Secrets of 
Top Legal Researchers by T.R. Halvorson” (2000) 25:1 Can L Libr 24. 

UVicSPACE: Research & Learning Repository 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Faculty of Law 

Faculty Publications 

_____________________________________________________________ 

This is a published version of the following: 

Book Review of Law of the Super Searchers: The Online Secrets of Top Legal 
Researchers by T.R. Halvorson  

Kim Nayyer 

2000 

This book review was originally published in Canadian Law Libraries, available 
online through: 

http://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/callb25&id=38&collecti
on=journals&index=journals/callb 

http://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/callb25&id=38&collection=journals&index=journals/callb
http://www.heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/callb25&id=38&collection=journals&index=journals/callb


REVIEWS RECENSIONS
Edited by Franki Elliott

Estate Aatters in Atlantic Canada: The Law of Wills and Trusts,
Estate Planning and Estate Settlement. By David A. Howlett.
Toronto: Carswell, 1999. 430 p. Includes bibliographic
references and index. ISBN 0-459-27063-X (softcover)

$85.00.

David Howlett, in the introduction to his recent book
Estate Maltters in Atlantic Canada, sets as his objective to write
a book that will be helpful to both the lawyer or other pro-
fessional practicing in the wills and estates field and also to
the lay person who does not have sophisticated legal knowl-
edge. That's quite a daunting task, but Mr. Howlett achieves
it with his clear, somewhat mischievous, writing style and a
thorough explanation of the law of wills, trusts, estate plan-
ning, estate administration and related matters.

Indeed, Mr. Howlett's text is a practical guide to the law
in this area. He has included basic precedent clauses for wills
and other documents with explanatory notes and context for
the use of each clause. Mr. Howlett deals with the relevant
statute and case law in each of the four Atlantic Provinces.
He presents general propositions and provides easy-to-read
references to relevant statutory provisions in those provinces.
Where the common law or the statutory provisions differ
among the four provinces, he provides highlighted sections
for the reader's ease of reference. Mr. Howlett also makes
liberal use of charts and other demonstrative aids to assist
the reader's view of the material. He gives frequent exam-
ples and uses italics to emphasize important points in the
text or to indicate those terms which he will then go on to
define or expand upon. When appropriate, he provides a
detailed explanation of the relevant case law, including a good
summary of the facts, the analysis employed by the court,
and the legal principles arising out of the case. The table of
contents and index are helpful guides, particularly for the
professional who already has a basic understanding of the
general principles.

I suggest this is an excellent text for any professional
practicing in this field in Atlantic Canada. While that profes-
sional will still need to refer to original sources and special-
ized texts on certain aspects of estate planning such as in-
come tax, Mr. Howlett's book is a great general reference
source and one that I will certainly keep close to my desk for
quick reference, perhaps even while on the phone with a cli-
ent! For the lay reader, the book does read well from start to
finish and I encourage an), lay person picking up this text to

read it in that way. As Mr. Howlett notes, review of his text
is no substitute for proper professional advice.

In short, Mr. Howlett has provided a text that makes
everyone from the lay person to the seasoned practitioner
think more, and more critically, about this complex and in-
ter-related area of the law. When we do think about it, we
now have Mr. Howlett's text as a reference source.

Richard S. Niedermyer
Lawyer

Cox Hanson O'Reilly Matheson
Hali.nx, NS

Law of the Super Searchers: The Online Secrets of Top Legal Re-
searchers. By T.R. Halvorson; edited by Reva Basch.
Medford, NJ: CyberAge Books, 2000. xvi, 239 p. (Super
Searchers) Includes appendices, index. ISBN 0-910965-
34-X (softcover) $24.95 (US)

T .R. Halvorson, a Montana attorney and legal re-
searcher, writes this third book in the Super Searchers series
edited by Reva Basch for CyberAge Books. Although the
book is written by Halvorson, the substance of its content
derives from interviews he conducted with eight legal re-
searchers. The legal researchers interviewed are identified as
experts in online legal research - and, in fact, they are likely to
be recognized as such among readers who are research law-
yers or law librarians. The purpose of the book is to com-
municate their insights and approaches to conducting legal
research using online sources and the Internet, and to present
some common themes arising from the interviews.

Most of the researchers interviewed are law librarians,
and most of them are based in American law firms. Thus,
similarities among their approaches and in the information
they share are inevitable. However, care has been taken to
emphasize the different settings in which these researchers
practice, the particular constraints under which they operate
and, hence, the different strategies and practices used. In
addition to the private firm librarians, two legal research li-
brarians from academia and a legal research consultant are
interviewed. Only one of the interview subjects is a Cana-
dian legal researcher and, as a research lawyer, she is also the
only practicing lawyer interviewed.

Most readers who do any amount of online legal research
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will be likely to learn something from reading this book, or
even from reading one or two chapters. At the very least,
the reader is likely to appreciate another perspective on con-
ducting legal research, or to be reminded of techniques or
sites they seldom use. When reading the interview with the
Canadian research lawyer, I found myself thinking about how
my own research, resource selection, and product prepara-
tion strategies compared. By contrast, when reading the in-
terviews with the American and academic researchers, I
thought about what I could learn from them about doing
American research and about online and Internet searching
strategies generally.

A comment Halvorson makes in his introduction is wor-
thy of note in this regard: "... a difference in setting might
account for arriving at different insights without blocking
the transferability of the insights from setting to setting. I
am convinced that online legal researchers will gain valuable
insights that can be transferred to their own settings from
each of the experts interviewed for this book." In his intro-
duction, Halvorson pulls together a useful summary of com-
mon themes expressed by the interviewees. One
commonality is that legal researchers tend to begin with nar-
row queries and broaden as necessary, whereas other online
researchers tend to work in the other direction. Also, and
probably contrary to common assumptions, he notes that
expert online legal researchers often do not use pathfinders,
checklists, or Web bookmarks.

The book contains two very useful appendices. Appen-
dix A lists the various Internet resources mentioned by the
interviewees, categorized by resource type or source. The
title and URL of each resource is given. Appendix B is a
glossary of terms and publisher and product names men-
tioned in the interviews. This is likely to assist in bridging
the gap readers might see between, for example, American
and Canadian legal practice and research, or librarianship
and law.

This book almost certainly will be a useful addition to
any law library, whether it be in a law firm, university, col-
lege, legal department, or any other forum in which online
and Internet legal research is done. It contains enough
thoughtful, detailed information on topics such as the proc-
ess of online legal research, procedures for assigning and
conducting it, strategies and tools used, and the provision
of research instruction, to intrigue most legal researchers in
some way. In fact, many of the insights offered by the inter-
viewees even have the potential to cross into other disci-
plines in which online and Internet searching is done.

Kim P. Nya'er
Research Latyer

Bennett Jones
Calga, .4B

Taxation of Corporations, Partnersbs and Titst. Norman C.
Tobias. Toronto: Carswell, 1999. 381 p. Includes table
of cases, table of statutes, and index. ISBN 0-459-57659-
3 (softcover) S80.00.

Norman Tobias, BA, LLB, is an adjunct law profes-
sor at the Faculty of Lw at Queen's University. While many
volumes - loose-leaf, hardbound and softcover - are written
on the subject of corporate taxation, the taxation specifically
of trusts and partnerships is only sporadically handled.

Despite the title, the first chapters of this book are the
ones on partnerships and trusts. The final ones are on the
taxation of corporations and their shareholders. Estate plan-
ning is also covered. This is a business law book. Based on
the ever-changing Income Tax Act, clear warning is given in
the preface to this fact. Acknowledgments to many indi-
viduals, including well-know tax librarian Ron MacLeod, give
the reader confidence that this is a thoroughly researched
work. There are tables of cases and statutes as well as an
index.

Given the clear and unique focus of this book, I would
recommend it for all business and academic law libraries as
well as specialized tax libraries. It is a good desktop refer-
ence book for practitioners in any of the areas covered. In-
depth research on the taxation of corporations, partnerships
or trusts will still include a trip to your law library and a browse
around your online information resources.

In 1999 CCH updated its title Understanding the Taxation
of Partnersbps, by Peter McQuillan and James Thomas of
KPMG, now in its 4' edition. This confirms the need for
information in this area and that the publishers are compet-
ing to fill the gap.

Franki Elliott
Book Reziew Editor

Canadian La, Libraiies

Canadian Income Taxation Polig and Practice. E Barry Gorman.
Toronto: Carswell, 1999. 776 p. Includes appendix and
index. ISBN 0-459-57657-7 (softcover) $75.00.

Barr " Gorman, PhD, CA, is an associate professor in
the Department of Accounting at Saint Mary's University-
Written as a university text for students taking an introduc-
tory taxation course (either graduate or undergraduate), this
is a useful book for generalists and will also find its place in a
practitioner's library. The emphasis is on tax policy but as in
all tax matters, the main subject cannot be successfully di-
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