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How to change the template color theme 
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going to the 
DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color theme of your 
choice. You can also create your own color theme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can also manually change the color of your background by going to 
VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on the master be sure to 
go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster. 
 

How to add Text 
The template comes with a number of pre-
formatted placeholders for headers and text 
blocks. You can add more blocks by copying and 
pasting the existing ones or by adding a text box 
from the HOME menu.  

 
 Text size 

Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you have to 
present. The default template text offers a good starting point. Follow 
the conference requirements. 

 

How to add Tables 
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu and  
click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you select rows 
and columns.  

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another PowerPoint 
document. A pasted table may need to be re-formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > 
FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, Margins. 
 

Graphs / Charts 
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or Word. 
Some reformatting may be required depending on how the original 
document has been created. 
 

How to change the column configuration 
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to see the 
column options available for this template. The poster columns can also 
be customized on the Master. VIEW > MASTER. 

 
How to remove the info bars 

If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have finished your 
poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be included. You can also delete 
them by going to VIEW > MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to 
match the Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can 
also delete them from the Slide Master. 
 

Save your work 
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, save as 
PowerPoint or “Print-quality” PDF. 
 

Print your poster 
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on the “Order Your Poster” button. 
Choose the poster type the best suits your needs and submit your order. If 
you submit a PowerPoint document you will be receiving a PDF proof for 
your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and paid for before 
noon, Pacific, Monday through Friday, your order will ship out that same 
day. Next day, Second day, Third day, and Free Ground services are 
offered. Go to PosterPresentations.com for more information. 
 

Student discounts are available on our Facebook page. 
Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon.  

©"2015"PosterPresenta/ons.com"
""""2117"Fourth"Street","Unit"C"""""""""
"""""Berkeley"CA"94710"
""""posterpresenter@gmail.com0

(—THIS SIDEBAR DOES NOT PRINT—) 
DES I G N  G U I DE  

 
This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” 
presentation poster. You can use it to create your research 
poster and save valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, 
and graphics.  
 
We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you 
through the poster design process and answer your poster 
production questions. To view our template tutorials, go online 
to PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK. 
 
When you are ready to print your poster, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com 
 
Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001 
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Zoom in and out 
 As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the level 
that is more comfortable to you.  

 Go to VIEW > ZOOM. 
 

Title, Authors, and Affiliations 
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the authors, 
and the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text into the 
provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust the size of your 
text to fit the title box. You can manually override this feature and 
change the size of your text.  
 
TIP: The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) and 
institution name(s). 
 
 

 
 

Adding Logos / Seals 
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert a 
logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and paste or by 
going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites are likely to be 
low quality when printed. Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look 
like on the final poster and make any necessary adjustments.   
 
TIP:  See if your school’s logo is available on our free poster templates 
page. 
 

Photographs / Graphics 
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy 
and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images 
proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of the 
corner handles. For a professional-looking poster, do not distort your 
images by enlarging them disproportionally. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Image Quality Check 
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look good 
they will print well.  
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Example"of"the"link"between"the"French"circumflex"and"the"s"in"other"languages 

Introduc>on0

The0Circumflex0Accent:0^0

Context:0The"study"took"place"at"the"University"of"Victoria"in"four"
firstRyear"French"courses"in"January"2017."The"professor"of"each"
class"allowed"me"15"minutes"of"classR/me"to"administer"my"
ques/onnaire"to"their"students.""

Par>cipants:0
•  UVIC"students"in"four"firstRyear"French"classes"(Fran"100,"Fran"
120,"Fran"160,"and"Fran"180)"

•  99"par/cipants,"85"usable"responses""
Ques>onnaires:0I"created"two"different"versions"of"a"ques/onnaire"
to"give"to"the"par/cipants."""

•  Version"1"includes"the"circumflex"on"the"given"words"and"
provides"an"explana/on"about"the"rela/onship"between"the"
circumflex"and"the"leZer"s."The"40"students"who"completed"
Version"1"cons/tute"the"treatment"group."

•  Version"2"omits0the"circumflex"on"the"given"words"and"does"not"
provide"an"explana/on"about"the"rela/onship"between"the"
circumflex"and"the"leZer"s."The"45"students"who"completed"
Version"2"cons/tute"the"control"group.""

Each0ques>onnaire0included0the0following0sec>ons:0
Sec>on0I:0Asked"if"English"was"the"student’s"first"language"and"if"
the"student"spoke"English"fluently"(the"results"of"students"who"
indicated"that"they"do"not"speak"English"fluently"were"not"included"
in"the"study)."

Sec>on0II:0Instructed"the"student"to"iden/fy"the"English"cognates"
of"10"isolated"French"words."

Sec>on0III:0Instructed"the"student"to"iden/fy"the"English"cognates"
of"the"10"bolded"French"words"given"in"sentences.""

Sec>on0IV:0Gave"10"French"words"and"for"each"French"word,"
provided"two"English"words"that"look"similar"it."Then,"it"asked"the"
student"to"indicate"which"English"word"seemed"to"be"more"closely"
etymologically"related"to"the"French"word"in"ques/on."""

Research0Ques>on0
The"history"of"the"circumflex"is"significant"to"English"language"
because"of"the"encounters"between"the"English"and"French"
languages"during"certain"historical"events"such"as"the"Conquest"of"
1066."One"of"the"legacies"of"the"victory"of"William"the"Conqueror"
at"the"baZle"of"Has/ngs"is"the"large"shared"vocabulary"between"
English"and"French"(Midgeley"et"al."1634)."Among"the"hundreds"of"
words"borrowed"from"the"Norman"occupants"aber"1066,"were"
many"French"words"that"included"a"preconsonantal"s"(Walter"109).""

•  E.g."la"forest"(forest),"la"beste"(beast),"la"paste"(pastry)"

When"these"French"words"were"borrowed,"the"s"was"s/ll"
pronounced."However,"in"oral"French,"the"s"before"a"consonant"
became"silent"in"the"11th"and"12th"centuries"(Cerquiglini"11)."
Nevertheless,"the"preconsonantal"s"did"not"disappear"without"
leaving"a"phone/c"trace;"the"dura/on"of"the"ar/cula/on"of"the"s"
was"transferred"to"the"preceding"vowel"(Walter"109).""

•  E.g."paste":"[pɑst]"!"[pɑt]"
In"wriZen"French,"the"preconsonantal"s"persisted"for"centuries"
aber"it"disappeared"from"pronuncia/on"(Cazal"et"Parussa"87)."In"
1740,"the"circumflex"officially"replaced"the"silent"s"and"has"since"
become"“l’accent"de"souvenir”,"ac/ng"as"a"reminder"of"etymology"
(Cerquiglini"11).""

•  E.g."paste"!"pâte"

Importance0of0cognates0
Cognates,"or"“words"that"share"a"related"form"with"their"
transla/on"in"another"language”,"are"important"tools"for"secondR
language"learners"as"they"help"them"gain"the"vocabulary"needed"
for"language"proficiency"(Beinborn"et"al."5)."One"Canadian"study"
demonstrated"the"u/lity"of"FrenchREnglish"cognates,"no/ng"that"
cognate"instruc/on"benefited"reading"comprehension"(White"and"
Horst"183)."As"well,"the"work"of"De"Groot"and"Keijzer"found"that"
students"learn"cognates"more"easily"than"noncognates"and"that"
once"acquired,"cognates"are"less"easily"forgoZen"(1). 
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The"circumflex"is"an"accent,"or"a"diacri/cal"sign"that"appears"on"
the"vowels"a,"e,"i,"o,"and"u."In"modern"French,"the"circumflex"has"
two"main"func/ons"(Grevisse"et"Goosse"127).""

1.  It"affects"the"pronuncia/on"of"the"vowels"a,"e,"and"o.""
2.  It"dis/nguishes"verb"conjuga/ons"and"words"that"would"be"

homographs"without"the"circumflex.""

"
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L’accent"circonflexe:"friend"or"foe?"
At"the"Drop"of"a"Hat"""

Sandra"Jus/ce,"Department"of"French,""
March"8th,"2017.""
This"research"was"supported"by"the"Jamie"
Cassels"Undergraduate"Research"Award.""
Supervised"by"Dr."Emmanuel"Hérique.""

la#croûte#(French)#
the#crust#(English)"la#crosta#(Italian)#
a#crosta#(Portuguese)#

 
 

Methods0

Does"the"presence"of"the"circumflex"accent"in"French"words"help"
Anglophones"iden4fy"its"corresponding"English"cognates?"

In"September"2016,"the"French"educa/on"system"introduced"the"
orthographic"rec/fica/ons"proposed"by"le"Conseil"supérieur"de"la"
langue"française"that"simplify"the"spelling"of"approximately"2,400"
words."This"research"focuses"on"the"recommenda/on"to"omit"the"
accent"circumflex"on"the"leZers"i"and"u."Although"the"circumflex"
has"no"phone/c"value"on"these"leZers,"it"has"etymological"
significance"that"can"help"learners"of"French"trace"a"word"back"to"
its"La/n"root"or"to"cognates"in"other"languages."While"this"par/al"
elimina/on"of"the"circumflex"was"intended"to"facilitate"the"
learning"of"spelling,"it"could"have"the"opposite"effect"for"
Anglophone"students"as"it"may"obscure"the"rela/onship"between"
certain"French"and"English"words.0For"example,"the"circumflex"
oben"indicates"the"omission"of"a"preconsonantal"s"in"a"word,"
while"its"English"cognate"may"have"retained"the"s."

•  E.g."the"crust"="la"croûte;"to"cloister"="cloîtrer""

In"order"to"determine"whether"the"circumflex"is"a"useful"
etymological"clue"in"the"recogni/on"of"cognates,"I"conducted"an"
experiment"with"99"Anglophone"learners"of"French."0

History0of0the0Circumflex0
16th0century:0The"circumflex"debuted"in"French"in"the"work"of"
several"engravers,"such"as"Tory,"Dubois"and"Sébillet"(Cazal"and"
Parussa"196)."Sébillet"was"the"only"one"to"use"this"accent"in"a"way"
that"reflects"its"official"purpose,"using"it"to"replace"the"silent"s"in"
several"words"(Catach,"Histoire"131).""

17th0century:"As"the"dura/on"of"vowels"became"more"important,"
spelling"reformers"began"to"use"the"circumflex"to"dis/nguish"long"
vowels"from"short"vowels"(Tournier,"105)."In"1640,"Richelet"
became"the"first"to"systema/cally"replace"the"silent"s"with"the"
circumflex"accent"(Catach,"Débat"115)."

18th0century:0The"circumflex"was"officially"introduced"into"the"
French"spelling"system"in"1740"with"the"third"edi/on"of"the"French"
Academy’s"dic/onary"(Cazal"and"Parussa"86).""
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20th0century:0Les"Rec4fica4ons"de"
l’orthographe"(1990)"state"that"
the"circumflex"accent"will"no"
longer"be"required"on"the"leZers"
i"and"u"(8)."It"is"only"obligatory"
when"it"dis/nguishes"verbal"
conjuga/ons"or"changes"the"
meaning"of"a"word."
21st0century:0There"have"been"
many"nega/ve"reac/ons"to"the"
suggested"removal"of"the"
circumflex"(Cazal"and"Parussa"
88)."

English0and0the0Circumflex0

Evolu>on0of0EnglishZ
French0cognates:0
This"tree"illustrates"
how"French"words"
that"have"lost"a"
preconsonantal"s"
may"have"cognates"
in"English"that"have"
preserved"the"s."

Results0

0.00%"

10.00%"

20.00%"

30.00%"

40.00%"

50.00%"

60.00%"

70.00%"

80.00%"

90.00%"

100.00%"

0.00%"

10.00%"

20.00%"

30.00%"

40.00%"

50.00%"

60.00%"

70.00%"

80.00%"

90.00%"

100.00%"

0.00%"

10.00%"

20.00%"

30.00%"

40.00%"

50.00%"

60.00%"

70.00%"

80.00%"

90.00%"

100.00%"

Sec>on0II0
Graph"1."Percentage"of"correct"responses"by"group"

Sec>on0III0
Graph"2."Percentage"of"correct"responses"by"group"

Sec>on0IV0
Graph"3."Percentage"of"correct"responses"by"group"

"

The"treatment"group"had"more"success"
than"the"control"group"in"the"iden/fica/on"
the"English"cognate"for"6/9"French"words"
whose"English"cognate"has"an"s."

The"treatment"group"had"more"success"than"
the"control"group"in"the"iden/fica/on"the"
English"cognate"for"4/5"French"words"whose"
English"cognate"has"an"s."

In"comparison"to"the"control"group,"a"
higher"percentage"of"the"treatment"
group"successfully"iden/fied"the"English"
word"that"is"more"closely"related"to"the"
given"French"word"in"6/100cases.""

Image:"Lowndes,"Nick."Je"suis"circonflexe."Digital"
image."Nick"Lowndes."27th"Feb."2016."Web."27th"
Feb."2017."<hZp://www.nicklowndes.com>."
Reprinted"with"permission"of"Nick"Lowndes."

Conclusion0
In"all"three"sec/ons"of"the"ques/onnaire,"the"presence"of"the"
circumflex"accent"helped"the"par/cipants"in"the"treatment"group"
to"dis/nguish"the"English"cognates"and"related"words"for"the"
majority"of"the"French"words"given."However,"the"results"suggest"
that"the"helpfulness"of"the"circumflex"in"the"iden/fica/on"of"
English"cognates"highly"depends"on"two"factors:"the"student’s"
familiarity"with"the"English"word"and"the"conformity"of"the"English"
word"to"the"established"paZern.""
In"order"to"beZer"understand"the"benefit"of"the"circumflex"accent"
for"French"language"learners,"more"research"will"be"required."In"
addi/on,"it"would"be"worthwhile"to"widen"the"scope"of"this"study"
by"evalua/ng"the"u/lity"of"the"circumflex"for""learners"of"French"
whose"first"language"is"a"Romance"language"such"as"Italian,"
Spanish,"or"Portuguese.""

Image"created"by"Vanessa"
Jus/ce,"March"4th,"2016"

Image:"Youngson,"Nick."French"BagueZe."Digital"image."Picserver.org."July"2015."Web."27th"Feb."2015."

Thanks"to"the"professors"and"par/cipants"of"Fran"100,"Fran"120,"
Fran"160"and"Fran"180.""
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