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The UVic Faculty of Law was originally established 
with the values of interdisciplinarity, community, 
and practical, innovative instruction, which remain 
priorities today. The creators envisioned a modern 
school with novel teaching techniques that produced 
students who were active members of the com-
munity and understood the wider social context of 
legal issues.1 The Victoria Bar Association noted the 
possibilities of “creating a Faculty of Law in which the 
traditional methods of teaching law in Canada would 
be expanded and improved … to ensure that devel-
opment of law is in step with social change.”2

1 University of Victoria, Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Faculty of Law at the University of Victoria (Victoria, BC: University of Victoria, 1973). Law   
Library, KF292 V54U55. (See Appendix I)
2 Victoria Bar Association, A Brief to the Senate of the University of Victoria in Support of the Establishment of a Faculty of Law at the University (Victoria, BC: 
Victoria Bar Association, 1966). Law Library, KF292 V54V53. (See Appendix II)

Introduction

The Murray and Anne Fraser Building.
Photo credit: University of Victoria (n.d.), www.uvic.ca/home/about/campus-info/maps/maps/fra.php

The UVic Faculty of Law was originally established with the values of 
interdisciplinarity, community, and practical, innovative instruction, 
which remain priorities today. The creators envisioned a modern school 
with novel teaching techniques that produced students who were 
active members of the community and understood the wider social 
context of legal issues.1 The Victoria Bar Association noted the possi-
bilities of “creating a Faculty of Law in which the traditional methods of 
teaching law in Canada would be expanded and improved … to ensure 
that development of law is in step with social change.”2

http://www.uvic.ca/home/about/campus-info/maps/maps/fra.php
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On October 7, 1966, the Victoria Bar Association 
present  ed A Brief to the Senate of the University of 
Victoria in Support of the Establishment of a Faulty of 
Law at the University. The brief focused on the need 
and requirements for an additional law school in 
British Columbia (BC). There was only one law school 
for the entire Province of BC at the time, University of 
British Columbia (UBC), which had difficulty produc   ing 
enough lawyers to meet the growing legal demands 
of government and industry in the province.3

Shortly after, a joint Senate and Board of Governors 
Committee was appointed by the University of Victoria 
(UVic) to look into the establishment of the Faculty. 
The committee spent two years conducting public 
consultations and investigations, and presented their 
report to the Senate on January 8, 1969, unanimously 
recommending the establishment of a Faculty of 
Law. The recommendation was approved in principle 
through a resolution.4

3 Ibid.
4 University of Victoria, supra note 1.
5 Ibid.
6 F. Murray Fraser & Maryla Waters, Transcript of Tape (Victoria, BC: University of Victoria, 1982). Law Library, KF345 A2B78 F62.

In 1973, an Ad Hoc Committee on the Faculty of 
Law was created at UVic to update the 1969 report. 
The committee included two UVic professors, two 
representatives from the Victoria Bar Association, 
the University Librarian, a nominee of the Attorney 
General, and a nominee of the BC Minister of Edu-
cation.5 The report included a plan for a four year 
operating expense of just over two million dollars, 
with a first year enrollment of 100 students, and a pre-
dicted continuing enrollment of 300.6 The faculty list 
included three professors, four associate professors, 
five assistant professors, six part-time lectur ers, two 
librarians, and seven library support staff, as well as 
the necessary complement of administrative staff. 

Establishm
ent of

the Faculty of LawFaculty members from 1979.
Photo credit: University of Victoria (n.d.), www.uvic.ca/law/alumni

http://www.uvic.ca/law/alumni
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F. Murray Fraser was appointed as Dean in 1974. He 
unders  tood the importance of finding the right fac-
ulty to meet the vision of the program—a balance 
between innovative and forward thinking, but 
respected and established in their fields.7 The first 
member of the Faculty he appointed was Diana M. 
Priestly, as Professor and Law Librarian.8 She was soon 
followed by the appointments of Professors Ronald 
I. Cheffins, Keith B. Jobson, Lyman R. Robinson, and 
Terence J. Wuester, along with Assistant Professors 
Frank S. Borowicz and Neil Gold.9

The original curriculum included innovative first year 
courses such as Legal Process and Law and Legislation 
and Policies. Other first year courses in criminal, consti-
tution, and private law with a focus on the process of 
law were introduced. Second and third year courses 
focused on the development of legal skills, creating 
three full term programs in Solicitor’s Practice, Public 
Law, and Criminal Law.  In addition, the Law Centre’s 
full semester clinical law program allowed students to 
work with real clients and their legal issues.10 

Later, more innovative programming was added that 
included opportunities for experiential legal educa-
tion, such as the introduction of the instantly popular 
Co-op program in 1989 and the establishment of the 
Eco-Research Chair of Environmental Law and Policy in 
1995, which were soon followed by the Environmental 
Law Centre and the Business Law Clinic.11 In less than 
twenty years, the school gained a reputation for aca-
demic excellence, which led other law schools to 
adopt some of these curriculum initiatives.12

7 Fraser & Waters, supra note 6.
8 Diana M. Priestly was known as “Miss Priestly” to all who worked with her.
9 University of Victoria, The Faculty of Law, University of Victoria (Victoria, BC: University of Victoria, 1975). Law Library, KF292 V54Z68.
10 Fraser & Waters, supra note 6.
11 University of Victoria (BC), ed, External review: background report (Victoria, BC: University of Victoria (BC). Faculty of Law). Law Library, KF292 V55E97 
1996.
12 University of Victoria, The Strategic Plan (Victoria, BC: University of Victoria, 1997). Law Library, KF292 V55P5 1997.

Murray Fraser.
Photo credit: University of Victoria (n.d.),

www.uvic.ca/home/about/campus-info/maps/maps/fra.php

Diana Priestly. 
Photo credit: University of Victoria (n.d.),

www.uvic.ca/home/about/campus-info/maps/maps/fra.php

http://www.uvic.ca/home/about/campus-info/maps/maps/fra.php
http://www.uvic.ca/home/about/campus-info/maps/maps/fra.php
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From the outset, the Law Library was considered an 
integral aspect of the Faculty of Law—to act as the 
“laboratory and workshop” of the law school.13 Law 
libraries support the research and teaching activities 
within the Faculty, by providing a plethora of quality 
resources.14 The library, as a part of the University of 
Victoria Libraries, also supports the wider commu-
nity by providing legal resources to the rest of the 
University, the citizens of Greater Victoria, and mem-
bers of the Victoria Bar Association.15

Establishing a collection and staffing the library were 
the main priorities for Dean Fraser in 1974.16 The 
Law Library was established under the administra-
tive struc  ture of the University Libraries.17 The Law  
Library’s budget came under the University Libraries  

13 University of Victoria, supra note 1.
14 Joan N. Fraser & Diana Mary Priestly, eds, Law libraries in Canada: Essays to Honour Diana M. Priestly (Calgary: Carswell Legal Publications, Western 
Division, 1988). Law Library, Z675 L2L39.
15 Diana M. Priestly, Memorandum: Collection Development (Victoria, BC: University of Victoria, 1986). 
16 Fraser & Waters, supra note 6.
17 University of Victoria, External Review Process: Self-Study Document, Faculty of Law, University of Victoria (Victoria, BC: University of Victoria, 2005). Law 
Library, KE322 V55E97 2005.
18 Diana Mary Priestly & Maryla Waters, Transcript of Tape (Victoria, BC: University of Victoria, 1984). Law Library, KF345 A2B78 P85.
19 University of Victoria, supra note 15.
20 Mervyn Brocket, “In Conversation with Diana Priestly, Law Librarian, University of Victoria”, UVIC Law News (February 1986) 2. Law Library, KF292 
V54A452 Law Library.
21 Ibid.
22 Priestly & Waters, supra note 16.

administration; Law Librarian, Miss Priestly, planned 
her budget directly with the University Librarian, and 
consulted with them on matters of personnel and 
operations.18, 19

Miss Priestly made it clear at the time that she would 
be the Law Librarian only if the Law Library had access 
to its own technical services, including ordering and 
cataloguing, as the complex nature of legal material 
required specialized knowledge.20 This independent 
structure mirrored other Law Libraries in Canada at the 
time.21 McPherson Library and the technical servic es 
administrators were initially hesitant to create sepa-
rate card catalogues for each library, and allow inde-
pendent purchasing and processing of materials.22   

Establishm
ent of

the Law
 LibraryCard catalogue in the Law Library, Fraser Building. Photo credit: University of Victoria (n.d.).
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Initially, the Law Library’s catalogue records were 
included in McPherson Library’s card catalogue. It 
soon became apparent, however, that this required 
too much space and too much work to maintain.23  

Ultimately, the Law Librarian was responsible for the 
administration of the Law Library under the University 
Libraries. They were also a member of the Faculty of  
Law, as the position was jointly appointed and report-
 ed to both the Dean of the Faculty of Law and the  
University Librarian.24 This structure largely continues 
today, though technical services processes are now 
consolidated within UVic Libraries, and the Director, Law 
Library (formerly Associate University Librarian, Law)  
holds an adjunct status with the Faculty. The Director 
serves on the Libraries Coordinating Team (LCT, 
formerly the Libraries Management Group (LMG)); 
and as part of the University Librarian’s senior man-
agement team. The Director participates in teach-
ing courses in Advanced Legal Research and 
Writing, Legal Research and Writing, and other 
courses as needed, and in this capacity is Adjunct 
Associate Professor, Faculty of Law.25, 26

23 Ibid.
24 Diana M. Priestly, “University of Victoria Law Library Staff: Fall, 1978” Setting up A New Library (1977-1978). Law Library, Room 175.
25 University of Victoria, supra note 15.
26 University of Victoria, supra note 10.
27 University of Victoria, supra note 1.
28 Priestly & Waters, supra note 16. This conversion is according to the Bank of Canada Inflation Calculator <https://perma.cc/C7F2-RQQD> based on a 
3.78% decline in the value of money during this 44 year period.
29 Fraser & Waters, supra note 6.

In 1973, the library expected to spend about $740,000 
over five years to establish a collection of 41,000 vol-
umes.27 Miss Priestly hoped to establish a collection 
of 100,000 volumes by 1980, with a potential growth 
of up to 250,000 volumes. She filed the collection 
development policy and a request for funding with 
the Victoria Law Foundation (Foundation). Upon 
persuading the Foundation that the smaller Faculty 
of Law at UVic nevertheless required a compar -
able library collect ion to UBC’s Law Library, Miss 
Priestly was awarded a grant of $600,000 to estab-
lish the collection—the largest grant ever provided 
by the Foundation at the time (and equivalent to  
$3,071,264.37 in 2018).28 UVic also provided $1 mil-
lion over five years for the Law Library’s capital 
acquisition.29

Miss Priestly quickly established the collection, with 
enough copies and covering the required diverse 
subject matter to support 300 students. Books were 
purchased from a variety of sources, many others 
were donated by individuals, other Canadian and 
international universities and the Legislative Library  

The original Law Library collection was 
located in the McPherson Library, before 
its move to the Fraser Building in 1980.
Photo credit: University of Victoria (1977).

https://perma.cc/C7F2-RQQD
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of British Columbia. Although McPherson Library had  
a considerable collection of legal materials, few were 
transferred to the new library.30

The original collection policy for the library focused 
on common law, English language material. This 
included collecting all legal material, law journals, and 
textbooks related to Canada and the United Kingdom 
(UK), with substantial material from Ireland, Australia, 
New Zealand, and the United States (US).  Select mate-
rial from Quebec, Louisiana, and Scotland, as well as 
some English material from other jurisdictions, such 
as the Pacific Rim, were also included. The goal was 
to cover a broad variety of topics that would allow for 
thorough academic research, while avoiding dupli-
cation with the main library and specialized topics at 
UBC.31

Severe budget cuts in 1982 curtailed further collec-
tion development and support for new technologi-
cal initiatives.32 Yet, the library continued to provide 
innovative services. In 1988, the library created its first 
machine-readable catalogue records. By 1991, the 
library began to provide access to select databases, 

30 Priestly & Waters, supra note 16.
31 Diana M. Priestly, University of Victoria Law Library Collection Development Policy (Victoria, BC: University of Victoria, 1974; 1982). 
32 Ibid.
33 John N. Davis, Update: Diana M. Priestly Law Library (Victoria, BC: Diana M. Priestly Law Library, 1988). Law Library, Z675 L2D52.

including Lexis and Westlaw, and a computer with 
the new online catalogue, VICTOR, was installed.33 
Old catalogue records continued to be converted to 
the new digital platform into the mid 2000’s, though 
the current Voyager Integrated Library System (ILS) 
replaced VICTOR in 1999. The Law Library operated a 
separate ILS until 2011, when it was merged with the 
one established in McPherson Library. That merged 
ILS system continues today, along with Summon, 
a Libraries-wide discovery layer. The Law Library 
maintains a distinct reserves collection and circula-
tion proto cols consistent with the needs and usage 
patterns of the law school community. All subscribed 
acquisitions and the physical collection are, of course, 
accessible to all members of the UVic community. 

The library’s regular acquisitions budget, approxi-
mately $700,000 in 2020, comes from UVic Libraries. 
The collection is also supported by funds distributed 
annually by the University of Victoria Foundation, 
from two major endowments to the library, as well 
as by individual donations to the law school or to 
UVic Libraries for the specific purpose of building 
and maintaining its print and electronic collections.  

Priestly and Cheffins examining shelving in McPherson Library 
space allocated for the law collection. 
Photo credit: University of Victoria (c. 1977). 
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In 2019, the University Libraries received an additional 
endowment of over $400,000 specifically to sup-
port the new JD/JID program by enhancing collec-
tions related to Indigenous law. Since a technical 
services consolidation in 2012, the Law Library’s 
ledger is centrally created. All expenditure of the 
Law Library’s acquisition funds are overseen by 
the University Libraries Acquisitions unit, though  
selection is largely delegated to the discretion of  
 

34 Mary Anne Waldron, “News from the University of Victoria Faculty of Law” (1987) 45:5 Advocate 747.

the Director. Some publishers of specialized legal  
databases provide restricted access, to the law school 
community through the Law Library for legal educa-
tion purposes.

UVic renamed the Law Library the “Diana M. Priestly 
Law Library” in honour of Priestly’s retirement in 
1987.34

Law Library staff c. 1989.
Front row: Kathleen Aren, Irene 

Godfrey, Joyce Rose, John Davis. 
Second row: Margo McCutcheon, 

Gail Douglas, Damaris  Simair, 
Eileen O’Malley, Carol Shaw.

Third row: Lesley Hands Wilson, 
Joy Sauter, Joan Fraser, Magaret 

Salmond, Diana Wall.
Back row: Marilyn James, Olivia Fairholm.

Source: University of Victoria Faculty 
of Law, “Law News” (January 1990).
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The law faculty, library staff, and collections were first 
set up on part of the second floor of the McPherson 
Library, where they very quickly outgrew the  space 
provided.35 In May 1976, a Project Planning Committee 
was appointed to create a proposal for a law build-
ing. The original requirement study, filed with the 
President in October 1976, was approved in January 
1977.36 The law faculty, library staff, and collections  
moved into its current location, then known as the 
Begbie Building, in October 1980.37 The building was 
considered one of the most aesthetically distinctive 
law schools in Canada because of its integration with 
natural surroundings, enabling innovative teaching 
methods, by providing ample seminar rooms and 
group study space to support small class sizes.38, 39 
The Faculty of Law renamed the Begbie Building the 
“Murray and Anne Fraser Building” in celebration of 
the 25th Anniversary of UVic Law Faculty in 2001.40

35 Diana M. Priestly, The University of Victoria Law Library, Begbie Building: Some Notes Compiled for the Opening Ceremonies (Victoria, BC: University of 
Victoria Law Library, 1980). Law Library, Z675 L2P74. (See Appendix III)
36 F. Murray Fraser, Requirement study: Law Building, University of Victoria (Victoria, BC: University of Victoria, Faculty of Law, 1977). Law Library, LE3 
V32U5528 1997.
37 Priestly, supra note 33.
38 Fraser & Waters, supra note 6.
39 Fraser, supra note 34.
40 University of Victoria Faculty of Law, Law News (January 2001) p.1
41 Ibid.
42 Diana M. Priestly Law Library, Diana M. Priestly Law Library Needs Assessment (Victoria, BC: University of Victoria, 2007).

The library was built to house 170,000 volumes, and 
up to 250,000 volumes with the addition of a mezza-
nine level, which was never fully built. Seating was 
provided for all 300 undergraduate students. The 
original layout included areas on the first floor for 
microfilm use and storage, and a room with a com-
puter for conducting legal research. Each floor had a 
room with photocopiers and a room with lockers to 
store personal typewriters on the second floor.41  

The library had several small renovations over the 
years to repurpose certain areas to better suit evolv-
ing student needs, such as the construction of a 
computer lab in 1990. A major renovation was under-
taken beginning in 2007.42 This renovation provided 
improvements, such as: better access to computer 
resources, a new computer lab for instruction, more 
group study spaces and general seating, and the  
 

The Law
 Building

Construction of the Begbie Building c. 1979. Source: University of Victoria Faculty of Law, “Law News” (Winter 
1999-2000) p.1.
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construction of a partial mezzanine for Grad Student 
study.43 Providing additional study space to support 
student needs required a substantial reduction in col-
lection size. Just before the renovation, the library held 
192,663 volumes, well over the maximum estimation 
of 175,000 volumes.44 Many volumes were removed 
from the collection and compact shelving was added 
to the first floor to allow for these improvements. 

In 2014, under the able direction of the then Acting 
Head of the Law Library, a respite room was added 
on the second floor, and a room on the main floor 
was converted to an adaptive technology room. The 
library continues to provide space to the Faculty of 
Law for various purposes under ad hoc space use 
agreements administered by the Director, in consulta-
tion with the University Librarian, and members of the 
Faculty of Law. In 2017 a seminar room was converted 
to office space for the use of a Faculty research unit. 
It is anticipated that further renovations and space 
re  allocation will be needed to adapt the physical 
space to changing student use and accommodate the  
delivery of services from the Law Library for the 
increasing JD and JD/JID cohort.

43 Ibid.
44 University of Victoria, supra note 15.

Students hard at work in the 
McPherson Library. 
Photo Credit: University of Victoria (n.d.).

Silent study area near the office mezzanine floor of the Diana 
M. Priestly Law Library. Photo credit: Jo-Ann Richards (2009).
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By Memorandum of Understanding between 
UVic Libraries and the Faculty of Law, the Director 
is not only a voting member of Faculty Council, 
but is responsible for a specified range of teach-
ing units of credit course in the Faculty of Law. In 
addition to the Director, the Law Library has two 
other law librarians who assist with collection 
development activities, instruction in courses 
through  out the JD program, the Faculty’s LLM 
and PhD programs, as well as faculty orientation  
 

programs and research collaboration, instruction 
and orientation of summer research assistants, and 
moot team instruction, among other initiatives. 
One law librarian is responsible for supporting 
the Gustavson School of Business. The Director is 
heavily involved in the Legal Research and Writing 
program of the Faculty of Law and is a regular 
instructor of record for credit courses in the Faculty 
of Law, as well as overseeing government docu-
ments for UVic Libraries.

Present Profile

Reference help desk in the Diana M. Priestly Law Library. Photo credit: Jo-Ann Richards (2009).

Entrance lounge.
Photo credit: Jo-Ann Richards (2009).
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The Law Library expects to add additional support 
for instruction and collection development activities 
for the Faculty’s JD/JID program, as well as to other 
Indigenous programming across the Libraries.

Furthermore, the Law Library makes active use of 
experiential opportunities offered to law students 
under UVic’s Student Awards and Financial Aid pro-
gram. Work study students assist with recruitment 
and deposit of law faculty scholarship into UVic’s 
institu tional repository (UVicSpace), project assistance 
for the law librarians, and research help triage and  
referral. With the support of UVic Libraries, the Law 
Library regularly employs summer co-op students 
and fall term Intern librarians to assist the law librar-
ians and to gain work experience.

The technical services staff formerly located in and 
primarily serving the Law Library now work with the 
consolidated  Acquisitions and Metadata teams of the 
McPherson Library. The six staff remaining in the Law 
Library handle other technical services functions such 
as some book processing and looseleaf filing. Five of 
 

the staff members also handle course reserves, various  
circulation functions, day-to-day facilities functions, 
student and other patron interactions, and research 
help referrals to the law librarians.

Research help desk. Photo credit: Jo-Ann Richards (2009).

Computer workstations. 
Photo credit: Jo-Ann Richards (2009).

Group study space. Photo credit: Jo-Ann Richards (2009).

https://dspace.library.uvic.ca/


12

Appendix I
Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Faculty of Law at the 
University of Victoria, April 1973
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Appendix II
A Brief to the Senate of the University of Victoria in Support of the 
Establishment of a Faculty of Law at the University, submitted by 
the Victoria Bar Association, October 7th, 1966
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Appendix III
The University of Victoria Law Library, Begbie Building: Some 
Notes Compiled for the Opening Ceremonies, Diana M. Priestly, 
November 15th, 1980
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Appendix IV
Welcome to the Diana M. Priestly Law Library, UVic Libraries, 2009

The Law Library at the University of Victoria is named for its founding librarian, Diana M. Priestly 
who was Law Librarian and Professor of Law from June 1, 1974 until her appointment as 
Professor Emeritus on July 1, 1987. The Library opened on November 15, 1980 in the Murray and 
Anne Fraser Building, and a stunning extensive renovation project was completed in November 
2009 with funding from the Law Foundation of British Columbia and the University  
of Victoria.

Renovation Features
The renovation expands the existing strengths of the Library and provides additional collaborative 
and quiet study spaces, better lighting, a more accessible reference desk, a larger computer lab 
and room for a tremendous collection of electronic and print resources.

The renovated Library has 511 seats (a 22% increase in overall seating), and includes informal 
seating with comfortable chairs and couches, reconfigured classrooms, adaptable furniture for 
students with disabilities, carrels that accommodate laptops, more space for graduate students 
and clinical programs, and additional group study, seminar space and quiet seating areas.

The new configuration integrates cutting-edge technology into dynamic new spaces:

Main Floor 
 � The open, central area provides increased 

visibility and access to service points on 
the main floor

 � Incorporation of Indigenous design 
elements in the Library

 � New reference desk 

 � A current periodicals reading area situated 
near the entrance to the Library, with 
couches, coffee tables and comfortable 
chairs and the newspaper reading table

 � Better access to research materials, 
including the open reserve collection  
so users can browse material

 � Dedicated space for the Indigenous  
Law Students Association

 � Computer lab with increased seating 
capacity, new computers and technology 
products to support instruction  

 � 32 computer workstations + 
instructor station

 � 2 designated workstations for 
students with disabilities 
 
 

 � Group collaboration room: IT equipment 
and furniture allow students to work in 
groups, project content from multiple 
laptops onto a large screen (useful for 
planning presentations or preparing for 
moot team competitions)

Second Floor
 � A “reading room” on the 2nd floor with 

spacious study tables for quiet study 

 � 42 open study carrels and many  
study tables

 � Library classroom on the 2nd floor 
(designated as a “silent study area” when 
not used for instruction)

 � Collaboration and meeting room space 
for clinical programs

3rd Floor Mezzanine
 � The addition of a 3rd floor mezzanine 

created new study spaces and 
collaborative work areas for the  
graduate program

Welcome to the 
Diana M. Priestly Law Library
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Collections
The Diana M. Priestly Law Library supports 
the “UVic Law Difference” in producing 
graduates who are competent, ethical, and 
who exhibit humane professionalism. We 
do this by ordering well-chosen information 
resources that promote innovative teaching 
and outstanding scholarship in an equal and 
supportive learning environment. 

The Diana M. Priestly Law Library serves the 
needs of law students, faculty members and 
British Columbia’s legal community, members 
of the general public and the campus 
community. The Library offers access to a  
tremendous collection of legal texts, case law 
reporters, journals, legislative materials, and 
research databases. 

Currently, the Library has over 180,000  
print volumes (serials and monographs), 
more than 24,000 legal ebooks, over 2300 
electronic serial titles, over 330,000 microform 
items, AV materials (including documentaries, 
feature films, recordings of law school 
lectures and court hearings), CD ROMS, 
government documents, as well as access  
to Web-based services.

Major jurisdictions represented in the 
collection are Canada, the United Kingdom, 
the United States, Australia, New Zealand. 
International materials include treaties 
and reports of cases from courts such as 
the International Court of Justice and the 
Court of Justice of the European Union. The 
collection also includes a selection of legal 
material from the European Union and the 
Asia-Pacific region.

Other notable collections:

 � B.C. Legal History collection

 � Picture collection: includes photographs 
of leading members of the legal 
profession and law buildings, and reprints 
of legal documents  

Reference and Research
 � Librarians will help you research legal 

topics and will advise on bibliographic 
tools and library services. Librarians do 
not give legal advice. 

 � The Reference Desk is on the main  
floor. Current hours are found at library.
law.uvic.ca. Call us at 250-472-5023. 

 � Ask Us! - Law email is available at  
lawref@uvic.ca. Email requests are 
answered during normal Reference  
Desk hours. 

 � Chat reference service is available from 
the Law Library home page. 

 � Consult with Librarians by appointment: 
contact the Reference Desk for more 
information.

Circulation & Reserve
 � Borrow all library materials at the 

Circulation Desk on the main floor. 

 � Specialized materials housed in Reserve 
include: 

 � Law course reserve materials  
(short-term loan) 

 � In-demand legal treatises  
and textbooks

 � CD ROMS
 � Videos on legal and law related 

topics (viewing equipment available)
 � Law School exams

Interlibrary Loan 
 � ILL services are available to  

Law faculty, Law students, and  
MADR students. Submit your requests at 
the Circulation Desk or online at library.
law.uvic.ca/services/interlibrary-loan

 � Fee based ILL services are available for 
lawyers, law firms, and government 
departments. Contact Priestly Law 
Library ILL: email to lawill@uvic.ca, fax 
250-472-4174 or call 250-472-5081 
Ariel ILL address: ariel.law.uvic.ca or 
142.104.14.179
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