
After 18 months of pandemic-related closures, we missed seeing everyone in our hallways and
officially re-opened our library doors on September 7 to students, faculty, community members,
alumni, and staff.

Library users now have access to all floors and can browse collections, handle books, and use
copiers and printers. Even the BiblioCafé has transitioned back into a fully functioning café where
you can enjoy a snack, grab a coffee, or meet with friends and colleagues.

When you enter Mearns / McPherson library, you will notice some immediate service changes. The
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front service desk (formerly the Loan Desk) is now the Ask Us desk. From this centralized desk,
you can now borrow music items and media equipment, ask any library or research questions, book
an appointment with a reference librarian, or receive technical support for any library equipment,
productivity software, or printers, and check out or pick up books.

Visit our website for the latest library changes.

& MESSAGE FROM UNIVERSITY LIBRARIAN JONATHAN BENGTSON

Dear Friends,

The past year and a half has required a great
deal of flexibility in difficult circumstances. Now
that post-secondary institutions across the
province have reopened their doors to on-site
learning all of us – staff and students alike –
are readjusting again to this current phase of
the global pandemic. I was struck by Eve
Joseph’s (see article below) reflection that 18
months into COVID “the world feels different to
me, and I feel different in it.” This brilliantly
captures a sentiment that I am certain is
shared by many of us.

I am proud of the way all of our staff in the
Libraries have continued to serve our many
communities throughout the pandemic and
grateful to each and every one of them for
their dedication and service to the university.

Very best,

& ACROSS THE CAMPUS



UVic Chancellor Shelagh Rogers and Impact Chair in Indigenous Art Practices Carey Newman. Photo: Barbara Todd
Hager

THREE DAYS OF PROGRAMMING FOR TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION
by: Barbara Todd Hager, Indigenous Academic and Community Engagement

The recent discovery of hundreds of unreported graves at former residential schools has made this
year’s Orange Shirt Day activities at UVic even more meaningful and significant. Canadians of all
cultures and backgrounds have been shaken by the growing evidence of abuse, neglect, and
deaths of Indigenous children at the 139 government and church-run schools across the country
that operated between 1880 and 1996.

The federal government has designated September 30 as the National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation. The new statutory holiday coincides with the grassroots movement that started in
2013 after Phyllis Webstad, from the Stswecem’c Xgat’tem First Nation, shared her story of having
her orange shirt taken away on her first day at residential school. With UVic observing the statutory
holiday, this year’s Orange Shirt Day programming will take place from September 27-29. UVic
students, faculty and staff will have an opportunity to honour residential school survivors, learn
about the history of residential schools through film and panel discussions, and hear how UVic is
incorporating Indigenous education into its curriculum and campus life.

The year’s program focuses on the themes of reconciliation—past, present, and future—and will
begin with the lighting of a sacred fire, territorial acknowledgement and a Lekwungen drum group at
9 a.m. in the quad in front of Mearns / McPherson library on Wednesday, Sept. 29. At noon,
Chancellor Shelagh Rogers and UVic faculty member Andrea Walsh will share their memories of
being honorary witnesses for the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. At 4:30 p.m., President
Kevin Hall will talk about the future of Indigenous education followed by a cultural presentation to
close the day’s events. Ry Moran, Associate University Librarian - Reconciliation, will be the MC of
the day’s live activities, which will also be streamed on UVic's YouTube channel.

The first of two screenings of residential school-focused films take place on Monday, Sept. 27, from
1–3 p.m. at Cinecenta: Christine Welsh’s film Kuper Island: Return to the Healing Circle will be
followed by a panel discussion with Welsh, Robina Thomas, Steve Sxwithul’tuxw and Ry Moran.

On Tuesday, Sept. 28 from 7–9 p.m., two documentaries will screen at First Peoples House: Barb



Cranmer’s I’tustogalis: Rising Up Together—Our Voices, Our Stories, and Barbara Hager’s Truth
Dance and Reconciliation. Both screenings are open to the public. Admission is by donation, with
proceeds going to the UVic Elders Engagement Fund.

Orange Shirt Day T-shirts with Newman’s heart and hands design are available at the UVic
Bookstore for $25. Profits from the sales will go the Elders Engagement Fund, the Witness Blanket
Project and the Orange Shirt Society.

See the full events schedule for Orange Shirt Day 2021.

& IN THE COMMUNITY
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UNIVERSITY LIBRARIAN JONATHAN BENGTSON RECEIVES MAJOR NATIONAL AWARD

UVic Libraries is delighted to announce that University Librarian Jonathan Bengtson is the recipient
of the 2021 Ron MacDonald Distinguished Service Award by the Canadian Research Knowledge
Network (CRKN).

The Canadian Research Knowledge Network represents 81 institutions across Canada that include
world-class academic libraries and research institutions, two national libraries, and Canada’s largest
public library system. Working with librarians, researchers, administrators, funders, and publishers,
CRKN advances interconnected, sustainable access to the world's research and to Canada's
documentary heritage content.

The Ron MacDonald Distinguished Service Award recognizes an individual within a member
institution who has demonstrated vision, dedication, and outstanding service in building bridges and
collaboration to advance knowledge infrastructure in Canada.

The award selection criteria are:

Demonstrated vision, integrity and positive values
Established new linkages within the membership and/or with like-minded organizations



Contributed to the advancement of the knowledge infrastructure
Made a positive contribution to CRKN’s organizational development or to the advancement of
scholarly communications to the benefit of CRKN members and the broader library community.

Jonathan is the 12th recipient of this national award since it was established in 2008. Other
recipients include Provosts, CFOs, Senior Faculty, National Librarians, and other high profile
experts committed to CRKN’s vision of strengthening Canada’s research infrastructure.

Read the press release.
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BAUHAUS, DESIGN AND THE LIVABLE ANTHROPOCENE:
CELEBRATING THE 102nd YEAR OF THE BAUHAUS SCHOOL

Event Information

“Bauhaus, Design, and the Livable Anthropocene” celebrates the innovative approach to design and
architecture developed at the Bauhaus School, founded in Weimar, Germany, in 1919. The aim of
the event is to reflect on the historical impact of this approach, and explore its potential for
addressing the design challenges of the Anthropocene. The bau1haus photographs by Jean
Molitor, brought to UVic by the Vancouver-based Consulate General of the Federal Republic of
Germany, present an exceptionally beautiful record of modernist buildings from around the world.
The exhibit on the main floor of Mearns / McPherson library will open with an inter-disciplinary
colloquium on October 2.

bau1haus Exhibition: the month of October 2021, Mearns Centre for Learning - McPherson Library

For more information on UVic in the Anthropocene, please visit the website.



POSTCARDS

The Ask Us desk is selling unique postcards
from the University of Victoria campus. Each
design is a print of a watercolour painting by
A.W. Edwards ca. 1962-1966. Choose from
the following images: Elliott building, Student
Union building, Clearihue building, Cornett
building, McPherson Library, and the UVic
campus. Each postcard is $1.95.

Read about our digital collections featuring
architectural records and drawings held in
UVic Libraries.
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BECK LECTURE:
Sjón in conversation with Dr. Peter
Stenberg

Join us on October 24, at 1 p.m. via Zoom for
a conversation with Sjón, one of Iceland’s
most acclaimed writers. He has published nine
poetry collections, written four opera libretti, as
well as composed lyrics for various artists. In
2001, he was nominated for an Oscar for his
lyrics in the film Dancer in The Dark. Sjón will
be interviewed in the form of a conversation by
Dr. Peter Stenberg, an emeritus professor of
Central, Eastern and Northern European
Studies at UBC. This is part of the Beck
lecture series at the University of Victoria
which focuses on various aspects of Icelandic
literature and culture. Register.

More information: Beck Lecture series

& IN THE VAULT
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ENTRIES & OBSERVATIONS: IN CONVERSATION WITH EVE JOSEPH
by: Heather Dean, Associate Director, Special Collections

In December 2019, just before our world shifted dramatically due to the COVID-19 pandemic, UVic
Libraries acquired the archives of noted Victoria writer Eve Joseph. UVic Libraries is pleased to
announce the Eve Joseph archives are now open for research and scholarship.

Joseph, a poet and author, has published several poetry volumes, including Quarrels (2019), which
won the 2019 Griffin Poetry Prize. Her other poetry collections include The Startled Heart (2004),
and The Secret Signature of Things (2010), both of which were nominated for the Dorothy Livesay
Award. She was awarded the P.K. Page Founder’s Award for poetry in 2010.

In addition to poetry, Joseph published In the Slender Margin (2015), a memoir exploring death and
grief. Her poetry and creative non-fiction have appeared in a number of anthologies and collections.
Her creative nonfiction story “Intimate Strangers,” published in The Malahat Review (2010), was
nominated for a National Magazine Award and won both The Malahat Review’s Nonfiction Award
and the Western Magazine Awards “Gold” category for the B.C. and Yukon Territories.

The Eve Joseph Archives provide insight into her creative process, visible in the drafts and research
files for her four books, as well as in her prose essays and unpublished poetry. Researchers will
also find materials relating to a writerly life, such as acceptance and rejection letters, writer’s
festivals, correspondence, and publicity materials. The archives also include large panels of
Joseph’s poetry as displayed in buses for the BC Poetry in Transit initiative.

In the following interview, Eve Joseph kindly responds to questions regarding her archives (current
and future) and writing practice. The Eve Joseph archives are available for consultation at Special
Collections and University Archives at UVic Libraries.

Your archives arrived at UVic just before the COVID-19 pandemic. What has your experience
been over the past 18 months?

I think it’s going to take some time before any of us understand what this past 18 months has meant
for our own lives, our families and the larger communities within which we live. I had a sense, at the



beginning of the pandemic, of just managing to stay one step ahead as doors slammed shut behind
me. I don’t know how I feel about those same doors opening again. The world feels different to me,
and I feel different in it. I liked the slowing down, the forced solitude. I am also very aware that I was
fortunate to have had food, shelter, companionship and lots of good books during that time!

The pandemic rendered us all a kind of captive audience. The horror of George Floyd’s murder and
the conversations around institutionalized racism and defunding the police occurred when the world
was watching. I have written very little during this time. While solitude and isolation both imply being
alone, I found the isolation imposed by COVID-19 was not conducive to writing for me. It’s funny
because I think there was a misconception “out there” that writers would thrive during this time. With
all that was going on in the world I felt too occupied to find the kind of emptiness I need in order to
create.

Read the full interview with Eve.

& IN THE NEWS

SSHRC INSIGHT GRANT

Congratulations to librarian Pia Russell and
UVic project members, Nicholas XEMŦOLTW̱
Claxton, Jean-Paul Restoule, Graham P.
McDonough, Christine A. Sy, and Judith A.
Benner for being awarded a SSHRC Insight
Grant for "Unsettling History: British
Columbia's Historical Textbooks Digital Library,
1871-1921."

& A COMMENT BY A LIBRARY USER

“I wanted to add just how invaluable your
electronic search engine has been in

NSERC GRANT AWARDED

Congratulations to Aditi Gupta who recently
received a NSERC 2021 Science
Communication Skills Grant to develop a
unique toolkit with engaging modules
consisting of thirty short videos by BIPOC
speakers, each three minutes long, aimed at
providing broad foundational skills in verbal
and visual communication. Aditi is the first
UVic librarian to be the Primary Investigator on
an NSERC grant.

OPEN EDUCATION RESOURCES



searching through these historical newspapers
of Victoria. Thank you for preserving these
treasures through the time you’ve spent
scanning these original newspapers into their
digital form.”

Read The British Colonist and Victoria Daily
Times newspapers.

BCCampus has highlighted the work of
librarian Inba Kehoe, Head, Scholarly
Communications & Copyright Officer, and
head of the UVic Libraries’ ePublishing team
on their efforts to make textbooks free and
accessible to all UVic students.

Read about open education resources in the
Ring.

& OUR PEOPLE, YOUR LIBRARY
IN CONVERSATION WITH...

A LOVE OF MUSIC GUIDES BILL BLAIR'S
WORK

What is the most interesting part of your
day as the Music and Media Librarian?

I like it when I get to help patrons with a
particularly difficult question, whether it is
finding some allusive film or looking for an
obscure piece of music. I like detective work
and research. I come away having learned
something, and the patron is happy because
they have an answer to their question.

UVic Libraries auctioned vinyl records
through the BC Auction website. Which
records were not auctioned, and are they
available to the public?

The recordings that were kept include a wide
selection of classical recordings, jazz, folk,
rock, world, and other types of music. Part of it
is available to browse in the microfiche room,
and part of it is kept in storage, but all of it can
be found through the library catalogue.

Read the full interview with Bill.

ADITI GUPTA FINDS WORK-FAMILY LIFE
BALANCE

In 2019, you were on study leave. How will
your collaborative research under the
Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute benefit
international students at UVic?

During my study leave, I was privileged to
spend a few months as a Scholar-in-
Residence at one of the premier institutions in
India, the India Institute of Technology,
Gandhinagar. As a scholar, I was able to make
progress on my current research project. Most
of the findings will benefit librarians to adopt
more inclusive teaching practices and tailor
their instruction to international students.
Preliminary findings suggest that in India,
students depend on peers for support, proving
collectivist cultures in learning as opposed to
individualistic cultures. Through this study, I
am hoping librarians - both at UVic and
globally - can make changes to their
instructional strategies, and adopt different
universal pedagogical methods as needed.

Read the full interview with Aditi.



LIBRARIAN JUSTIN HARRISON REFLECTS
ON CHANGING FORMS OF KNOWLEDGE
DISSEMINATION

In a Faces of UVic Research video you
mention your interest in graphics-based
novel courses. Is the graphically
interpreted work constituted as academic
work?

Increasingly so, yes. The work you are
referencing relates to a research study I did in
which I surveyed students and faculty in three
courses in three different departments that
were focus on graphic novels. I was interested
in exploring both the academic and learning
benefits of graphic narratives. Instructors
really see benefits in student learning in
graphic novels, as compared to text-only
works, especially around breaking down
graphic narratives, character construction and
points of view, and the nature of political and
societal issues. As the number of graphic
novels published continues to grow, there is
an ever-increasing amount of very high-quality
work in that medium.

Read the full interview with Justin.

MICHAEL LINES EMBRACES HIS INNER
LIBRARIAN

You are the librarian for Medieval Studies,
Philosophy, and Political Science. Tell us
about your most recent library research
project?

There is always something interesting
happening in my departments, and sometimes
I play a part. Recently in philosophy, Professor
Thomas Heyd approached me with an idea for
a library exhibit of photos of Bauhaus
architecture from around the world by a
German photographer. For Heyd, the photos
were a reminder of the radical departure point
of Bauhaus––that beautiful and functional
objects might be available to all, not only the
wealthy. Applied to current times, he asked
himself whether that departure point could be
useful when it comes to “designing a livable
Anthropocene.” The exhibit "Bauhaus, Design
and the Livable Anthropocene" runs through
this October.

Read the full interview with Michael.

Note: These interviews were conducted in fall 2020 by work study student Zehra Abrar.

& LAST WORD



UVIC LIBRARIES' INTERNATIONAL, PEER-REVIEWED, OPEN ACCESS JOURNAL
HIGHLIGHTS INDIGENOUS VOICES

In the recent special issue of KULA: Knowledge Creation, Dissemination, and Preservation Studies,
guest editors brought together a remarkable range of materials focused on Indigenous knowledge.

Work on the “Indigenous Knowledges” special issue began in 2019 when University Librarian
Jonathan Bengtson (founder and co-editor-in-chief of KULA) approached five UVic colleagues to
guest edit the special issue: UVic Chancellor Shelagh Rogers; Dr. Robert L. A. Hancock, Office of
Indigenous Academic and Community Engagement; Ry Moran, Associate University Librarian –
Reconcilation; Dr. Carey Newman, Audain Professor of Contemporary Art Practice of the Pacific
Northwest; and Dr. Andrea Walsh, Smyth Chair in Arts and Engagement.

Read the full Ring story.

Read the "Indigenous Knowledges" Special Issue.
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