
POSTER TEMPLATE BY: 

www.PosterPresentations.com

       Importing picture files

         References

       Text sizes used

        About this template

         Modifying the Headers

        Changing the colors

         Charts & Graphs

         Acknowledgement

         Importing slides from a PowerPoint 
document with  
       many pages
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available for your poster. Avoid images taken from 
the web and avoid copying and pasting images. 
Instead try to INSERT>PICTURE>FROM FILE to 
bring images to your poster.
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This template uses the Arial family at several text 
sizes.  
You can use any typeface you wish but what is used 
here works well with this poster format. 

This template uses Arial Black 86  for the title, Arial 
Narrow 38 and 26 for subtitles, Narrow 34 Bold for 
headers and Arial Narrow 28 for the text body. You 
can change the text body size up or down if you need 
to but we recommend that you don’t go too much 
bigger or too much smaller. 

Suggestion: If you cut and paste text from Word, or 
another source onto this document your text will 
maintain its formatting and you will need to change it 
so it will match the rest of the text on this page.  
Refer to the text sizes indicated above.

If you have the room, changing 

the line spacing for a selected 

part of the text adds emphasis 

and also makes it easier to read.

Thank you for using this poster template. 
  
This free template was designed to produce a 48x36 
poster.  
You can use it and modify it as you please for your 
personal use only. All we ask is that you do not 
remove our logo from the bottom left and you 
consider our printing services at printing time. By 
using this template your poster will look professional, 
easy to read and save you time from trying to figure 
out proper placement of titles, subtitles and text body.  
 
The template uses four columns. Depending on the 
amount of content you need for your presentation you 
may want to change the number of columns.  
For your convenience, we have included four alternate master 
layouts. To select a different layout go to 
FORMAT>SLIDE DESIGN (Figure A).  The slide 
design pane will open (Figure B). From there you can 
select your alternate layout (Figures C). 

For PowerPoint beginners we have included a few 
tips that will hopefully make your design experience a 
little easier. If you don’t need the help you can delete 
the content by clicking on this     and pressing the 
delete button on your keyboard.

The yellow and blue headers are a nice way to separate 
the main topics of your presentation. Click on them to 
move the around and to change the text as needed. 
The most commonly used headers in poster 
presentations are: 

▪ Introduction, Summary or Abstract 
▪ Materials and Methods 
▪ Results 
▪ Conclusion 
▪ Literature Cited 
▪ Acknowledgements 

The colors we have chosen for this template work 
very well when printed. They help the content stand 
out without the stark white look so common with other 
presentation posters.  
If you need to change the colors and use your own 
color scheme got to VIEW>MASTER>SLIDE 
MASTER to access the elements of the background.

Charts & Graphs: To bring in charts and graphs from 
Excel, Word or other applications, go to EDIT>COPY 
to copy your chart, come back to PowerPoint, and go 
to EDIT>PASTE to paste it on the poster. You can 
scale the charts or graphs as needed. 

Suggestion: Press the SHIFT key as you scale your 
charts or graphs to scale them proportionally. 

East
West
North

Original image at 100%, enlarged 200% and 400%.

Although PowerPoint is very forgiving when it comes 
to printing low resolution images, if you scale your 
images more than 200% after you bring them in, the 
image quality will suffer. See the example below:

Suggestion: An easy way to 
see what an image is going to 
print like is to change your 
VIEW>ZOOM setting to 100% 
and look at the images up 
close. What you’ll see at 100%  
is very close to what your 
images will look like when 
printed. 

Many times the information you 
want to use in your poster exists 
on multiple slides in one or more 
PowerPoint presentations. An 
easy way to extract the 
information and bring it in your 
poster is to go to FILE>SAVE 
AS>ENHANCED WINDOWS 
METAFILE (A). 

You will be 
prompted to 
choose whether 
you want to save 
all or only the 
current slide as a 
Metafile (B).  

You can then go 
back to your 
poster, import (C) 

the Metafiles, and 
arrange them on 
the page as 
needed.
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Select the element of the background you 
want to change the color of and chose your 
custom fill color.

MODERNIST IMAGINARIES OF CRISIS:
The Function of crisis In the weimar republic

Crisis at first glance seems to exist as something that is exceptional 
or normative. Exceptional crises are events that seem 
unpredictable and have the potential to change how our society 
functions (i.e. COVID-19 Pandemic). Normative crises exist in the 
everyday functioning of our society and while imply a deviation 
from the norm, they can ostensibly be fixed through proper 
managerial power (opioid crisis, housing crisis, etc.). In both 
instances, we assume that crisis is something ‘out there’ in the 
world as opposed to something that is constructed by humans to 
make sense of our world. Crisis is not something ‘out there’ in the 
world but a narrative construction utilized by various actors. In 
order to posit crisis, you also need to have catharsis (resolution) 
and this points to moral and political values. Crisis is not a neutral 
description of an event since our moral and political values 
determine the scope and resolution of a crisis. 
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Since 2016, particularly with the rise of right-wing populism in the 
United States, Weimar has been used as a metaphor for grasping 
the current political climate we find ourselves in today. By turning 
Weimar into a metaphor for crisis that can be compared to other 
historical moments, we run the risk of not only obscuring the 
present moment but of also distorting the past. The 
historiography on Weimar paints it as a time of considerable crisis. 
Beginning with the unanticipated defeat in World War One, the 
civil conflict that gave birth to the Weimar Republic, the 
hyperinflation between 1921 and 1923, the increasing polarization 
between various political parties, and the Great Depression. When 
historians analyze the Weimar Republic they do so with a certain 
telos knowing its ultimate demise in 1933 and therefore seek to 
emphasize certain crises as being the objective source of its 
failure.  

The failure of the Weimar Republic has often been placed on the 
constitution that was enacted in the summer of 1919. Particular blame has 
been placed on Article 49 which granted the President emergency powers 
that could be utilized without consent from the Reichstag. Yet, it is 
important to look at how theorists of the constitution imagined its ideal 
function and the types of crises they believed it could solve. Unlike the 
American constitution which developed the State, Weimar’s constitution 
was imposed on an already existing state bureaucratic system. Hugo Preuss 
(1860-1925) believed in a constitution that guaranteed human freedom and 
made it possible for people to cooperate with one another. Preuss believed 
that the atomization that people felt within modern society could be solved 
by cultivating a pluralistic democratic society that gave people the 
opportunity to be involved in a political party. Max Weber (1864-1920, on 
the other hand, argued that a growing bureaucratization threatened the 
functioning of the state. Weber believed in the ‘charismatic authority’ of 
particular individuals who would rise above and have a direct relationship 
with the masses. Weber believed that as long as the president was directly 
elected by the people, it would provide a ‘check’ on their powers. 

This crisis will always be twofold 
in nature. It is not only a material 
crisis, it is above all a spiritual, 
ethical, and moral crisis, even if 
most people are unwilling to 
believe this because they merely 
experience the material crisis. This 
could not exist if there were not a 
spiritual crisis. This applies 
particularly to our time.
-  Adolf Hitler (1923)
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Crisis is not necessarily a negative feature in 
particular ideologies. In National Socialism crisis 
was a ‘positive’ attribute because it meant that 
democracy had failed and that the establishment 
of their regime was possibly imminent. Hitler 
distinguished between ‘world crisis’ (reference to 
the Great Depression of 1929) and ‘general crisis’ 
to denote the challenges that were facing 
Weimar. Ultimately, Hitler believed that crises 
were manmade and often highlighted the ability 
for people to overcome crisis by emphasizing the 
‘will’ of his followers. 
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Historians and  
the usage of crisis 

WEIMAR AS A Picture of crisis 
1918-1933

Historians often utilize the term crisis to bring attention to a 
particular area. Terms like crisis, rupture, and catastrophe point to 
the inherent aesthetic dimension that is found in historical writing. 
They allow the historian to briefly posit a moment of unfamiliarity 
that then will be made familiar with their historical narrative. 
However, when crisis is assumed to be something ‘out there’ in 
the world, historians run the risk of obscuring part of the past they 
wish to explore. The benefit of using a term like crisis is that it can 
offer an opportunity for people to abandon previously held 
beliefs. In other words, crisis can be a designation that justifies a 
new worldview. Yet, historians often uncritically engage with term. 
In the case of Weimar, to simply designate it as a period of crisis 
based on primary sources fails to the consider the various political 
interpretations that crisis can have. 
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