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Suroryisor : Profess or T. J an Kupp 

The Jes uits a t Ononda~a , 1656-1658 

.Abstract 

The J esuit settl ement a t Onondaga in 1656 has been little c onsider ed 

by historians of New France . This thesis is an attempt to l ook afresh 

a t the mission and to se t it agains t the bac}-..ground of the Jesuits 1 wide 

interests and far-ranging activitie s in Hew France before the i mposition 

of royal government . 

Such conc l usions as have been drawn about the mission have been based 

l argely on the J esuits ' own account of it, given in the Relations : this 

is the starting-point of the present enquiry, but obj ections to the 

simplistic picture that it offers are also raised . A survey of the 

eccnolric position of New France in the 1650 ' s follows (Chapter II), and 

J esuit involvement in matters l ike the securing of a charter for the 

Communaute de s Habitants inevitably cones to our notice in this context . 

next the re l ations be t ween J esuits and Iroqois before 1656 are examined , 

and several i mportant points emerge : contacts between the t wo group3 

before this date were a s often based on commerce a s on evangelism; the 

J esuits acted in the early days of New France in the closes c ollabora tion 

1-1ith the t emporal a uthorities , s o that the two are of t en indistinguishable 

in their aims and methods ; and contacts were initi a t ed more often by the 

French than by the Iroqois - which is i nte r es ting in view of the staten:ent 

in the Rel ations that the J esuits settl ed in Onondaga only af t e r years of 

pleading b y the Iroqois . 
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There is plentiful evidence of clerical involvement in the fur 
I 

trade of Ue-w France, and this is summarised in Chapter IV. The fortunes 

of the party in Onondaga are viewed in relation to developments in the 

political life of the colony in the mid-1650's. It is noticeable that 

the Jesuit retreat took place just as their influence in ruling circles 

nt Quebec was being severely challenged. Finally, the changed role or 

the Jesuits in N~w France after 1658 is c onsidered, and the Onondaga 

mission placed in perspective at a high point -- perhaps the highest 

of Jesuit influence in Neli' France in the seventeenth century. 
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Dfl'R0DUOTI0Jj 

Dul'ing the early years of the sevonteenth century, •Europoans in 

New Franco and New Netherland were building up a trade in furs with 

the native tribes of Uortb Auerica. By thC:> 16,0•a ·a fairly well-dofinad 

pattern of alliances had omrged; the French obtained their supplies 

of turs through tho Buron I!ldians, the Dutch traded uith the Iroqois«·• 
t ... -

and one consequence or the eocnomio rivo.lry botwen the two grou.PJ 

of allies was the aubJeotion or tho French settlemnts to sporadic 

➔ Iroqois attackS. 

About 16'8, the Dutch at Fort Orange began to supply tho.ir Indian 

~, allies with fircal'J!P and amzmm1tion, and atter 1640, tM Iroqois att4oks 

on· the French and on the nurcms be~amo more regular and mOC'e danaeroua. 

In 1649, the villages Of the H\U'ODS t-181'8 destroyed. Many Of the 

inhabitants wre slaughtered, but m.ny more we:ro scattered, later to 

-..:, be rounded up and absorbed into tho population of the Iroqoio towns. 

--) Th& Iroqois then concentrated theil' attention on the bsra.asucnt of the 

French, and letters and jo~ of tho 1G5o•a recount numarous ainbuahes, 

-~- torturinga, kidna.ppings and murders of French settlers by Iroqois raiders. 

some or the etoutest•hetl.l'ted plonee:rs uora roady to return to France, 

and yet in 1656, fifty Fronohmen and a number of Jesuit fathers established 

a camp deep in Onondaga country, built houses and n chnpol snd settled 

down to trade and tea.oh tlia catechism. 

* 'The Iroqois• iS the ge~ol'Ql name given to the locoe 
confederation Cf' five tribes living to the eouth and ecst 
of Lakes Erie and Ontario at this period: ·the Mohawlca, Oneidas, 
Onondagas, Cayugas and Sonecae are all. referred_ to as •Ir~oio•. 
Dur ing the sevent eenth cent ury, spel l i ng of thi s name var ied --
'Irocoi s', ' I r oquoi s •, 'Iroqoi s' ar e al l f ound in contemporar y 
documents . 



This expedition hae received little attenticm tra the h18'tor1amt 

ot !Jew Francei Park:man and Salmc each dispose ot it in a aingle 

aontenoe, and it ie not difficult to aee why. '?he ventw. vaa ahon­

liv.d - the missi<n&rietl WN back in Quebec by 16,a. The •l'Ch to 

Onondaga aeem little more than a h•roic goeture in an age ot heroic 

cesturee, bardlY' compnrablo with the caretully-cw.tivated and lOl:l&­

maintained ld.ssie11a &mc:m« the Hurons. The object of thia theeia 1a 

to em.mine tbe Onondaga misoi011 ill an attempt to de111.onsti-ate that it 

doee in tact tit into a pa.ttern, th4t there vu a continuity and 

coherence in oontaota between Jeeuita and lroqoia in the period betore 

t he. itapceit:lon in Canada of direct rule troa France. The oon.neotina 

tbread between theee oantaota 1a Jesuit invol Yement in the t emporal 

lite ot Now Franco - toz inatanoe in the Wegal fur tre.de. 

Offici&l :record.a o.au provide little evidence •bout the illegal 

tur trade ot N'ew France, or about Jesuit involvement in aucb trad•• 

in the tint place, tra.4• between New ,ranee and Nev l athorland waa 

ot'tioially prcmibited, and. Ule,e.l traneaotiou are ualikely to be 

oftioiall1 documented.a 1n the aeo<Xld, the cmatitution ot the Jeau1te• 

arder torba4e the• to ~ in an7 commaroial acti-..ity. Jut oonatatit 

prahibit1ona against un.regu!Ated trading' and much ciroU111JtonUal ntd.ence 

•4• quite clear that ille&U trade between li'relioh and :Outob oettlezie 

in Itorth .lmrica nourished 1n the seventeen.th oentwr.,. Oroulx eatimated 

that in 'l'alcn•e t1me, 1, 200, 000 lines• worth ot beaver t.roa Ce.naclian 

eourcee was ~ing aold each :,ear en the mrketa ot ran Oran60 and 

aoetan. Wha:i me ooneiden the atrinpnt o<ntrols that wre alm.ast 

oont1nuousl7 apP11ed to tbe tur trade ot Bev France• and the edventvOllJ 
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and acquisitive character or nnny or those involved in -tho trade, it 

is hardly surprising that they should ho.ve sought - and found - more 

profitable markets than those officially open to them. 

It is not surprising· either to find indioations tMt the Jesuits 

were involved in commercial activity in ?low France. They: 1-rere __ in!olvad ~-~- --

in almost every aspect of the colony•s exietenco, for besides - - - ..... ---·--- -----·-··-·· 
carrying ou.t th~~r ~~-~o~al and missionary work they a~1:ed aa. --- -- -
educators and explorers, aml>aesadors and administrators. The Jesuit 

- ------- ---.------ ...... - - - - ·-- ------- ·-- - . 
oolloge of Quebec~ the only institution of its kind in the colony. 

The name of J9euits ore associated with the explQration of Hudson Bny 

and tho ¥.issiseippi.-and Jesuit emissaries spoke to assemblies of 

Indian elders in· the name ot stCnontio and-nll the French"• ,The 

Josui t Superior had a seat on tho Council of Quebeo and a. say in the 

financial affairs or the Community of Habitants. And besides their 

activities within the colony, the Jesuits also spread word of tho 

achieveoonta and aspirations or the colonists through the fielatioru,, 

published annually in France from 1632 to 1673. * These remarkable 

• dooumenta, part newepaper, part charitable appeal, part evangelical 

propaganda sheet, provide one of our beet sources or information on 

ever, aepoot of. life in New France. 

fhe fur trade absorbed a large portion of the energies or the 

settlers in New France; and it provided the economic basis for the 

voey survival of the ooloey. When tho Jesuits were so deeply involved 

in all other aspects of the settlers• lives, it would be hard tor 

Communication.a from the missions were alno publiahed in 
Franco ·beforo and after theee dates, but not regularly. 
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contact-
them to escape" with this ono·. And far all thoir diversity 

of interest, tlloy had olways one funcuunental objective: the conversion 

of the Indiana • . The accounts in the Rel.lltiona and clscwbore of 

tho to:rriblo auffering:3 of the li'athers in the pursuit of this end 

leave •no.doubt of thoir aincerity. AD long as tho French colony 

on the Saint Lawrence survived; tho opportunity to save the souls 

of the Indiana romained; and the Jesuito acted vhero they 09ulq. to 

onsure that their miesions would survive~· It baa more than 

once baen pointed out that in spite of the wide divereenoe between the 

•· e-xaltod evangelical aims of the miosionaries and. those of the fur 

• · traders anxious eimply for quick prOfite, tho Indiana were at the 

centre of both aoto of interests. 

The Indians tdth whom the Jeouts in Net,t Franoe were l~st 

and t1ost oloaelr associated t1ere tha HurOl?S, the i good Indians' · or 

the popular histo:rioal imagination.· The lroqoia live in contemporary 

· • accounts of life in New Franoe and in the writings of historians 

of m.dely-di£ferina outlook - both Parlamn and Salone, who has 

bean described as •:t.•anti Park:man•~ for in.otanoo - as near-mcnaters . .. . . . . 

• of inhuman savagery.. This is the inage thl t at ands in the we.y of 

any proper aasessmont of' the mission of 165G. The Jesuits W't'e 

not offering themselves ,for.martyrdom when thoy settled amcng the 

Iroqois,. but vere pursuing a line of policy carefully formula.ted 

by the Quebec authorities.· When thoy were appealing tor funds 

f'rom Franco it may have suited the missionaries to represent the 

Iroqois as blood-thirsty savages threatening the oxistenoe of the 

French colcmy, but in their day-to-day dealing ,,1ith the Five 



J&ticne, the French were quite prepared to treat them as equal 

partners in diplomacy. 

The l•u1te• explanation ot the origins ot the settleiient 

appean in a letter f°J:'om Fathe:r Le Meroler tc> hie superior in Paria 

written 1n 16561 the lroqoia, ho saya, •ror over th:'ee years 

constantly ee.nt preaentB and embeaeiea to ingratiate the•elvee 

with u . and to aolioit us to •lee peace•, until the Jesuits could 

no lcm,er retue their entreatiee t hat the 'black robes• ahould come 

to live among tbem and instruct tbea. Tb.ere are tactol"8 in th• 

pneral situation ot N .. France at thie ti1ae vhioh point to 

additional motives. The French colcm.eta bad lost their 

m1ddlem.n in th• fur trade with the eliJldnation or the Burma 1n 

1649, and the proeperity of the tur trade was vital for the well~l>e~ 

of the colQ17• Jean 4e Laus~, the Governor who took office in 

1651, waa determined to increase the p;rotits of the trade,. it c.nly 

to prayid.e comfortable poa1t1one for his family and to line hie 

pockets. lte was alee a oloee asaooiate ot the Jeauita. There 

ia ample evidence that the Jesuits 1n New France had an interest 

in oormneroial matters - without the tur trade they would. haWt bad 

tneutticient material reaourcoa to ca7:r1 on. thoir spiritual endeavoure. 

A mission to the Iroqoia would certainly provide valuable opportunities 

tor evancelieationi that it cOUld Also bring trade to the French 

ool0n7, and perhaps at the expense Cit the Iroqota • Dutch trading 

..Ui•., cannot have escaped the llliss1onariea• notice. 

The following ohaptere eeek to ahow that Le Met'Oier• a account 

of the founding ot the Onondaga mission may be trU4t, but that it 



gives only part of the truth. When. an attempt ie made to put 

together a more rounded version of the story, the Jesuits emerge 

not <Illy as keepers or the consoionoea of New Fr=e, but also as 

_diplomta, politicians and traders. 
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Chapter 1 

The Onongsga mission according to thg Relations 

The Jesuits• mission among the Onondaga was established only 

after years• of oautious negotiation by the French. An account of 

these diplomatic preparaticne will illustrate the nature of the 

relationship between French Bnd Iroqois in the period before the 

imposition of royal government in Nev France.1 

On 26 June 1653, eixt;y Onondaga Iroqois appeared at Montreal, 

"calling out that they nre sent en behalf of' their whole Nation 

to learn whether the hearts of the French would be inclined to peaoo". 2 

The Jesuit Superior in Quebec, Fathor Le Mercier, reporting this 

and subsequent Iroqoie peaoe overtures in the Relation tor 1652-,, 

was surprised and perplexed by thom. He was inclined to welcome 

the apparent Iroqoia change of heart as an opportunity for spreading 

the Paith far more widely than had previously been possible in New 

France, yet memories or Iroqois treachery and daoeption made it 

difficult for him to trust the peocc-seeking ambassadors. Ho 

remarked in a lotter to his Father Provincial in France that "W hope 

against all hope"•' 

l. Tho main source ~or this account io the Jesuit Relationn 
and Allied Dogumente edited by R.G. Thwaites (7' vol., 
Cleveland, 1897- ) • 

2. RelBJ;i ong XL, 89. 

:,. Ibid., 77. The lotter prefaces the l3ela:i:ion of 1652-3. 
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Clearly his suspicion was shared by others outside his Ordor. 

The Governor of Montreal, "prudently dietruating" the Ononda~e, 

told them tbat their previous treachery made him suspect their sincority 

in proposing peaoe, and that ii' they real17 ldahed tor an alliance 

they must go to Quebec to speak with J.Jonuieur do Lauzon, 11Governor 

or the whole countrr". 4 

The Onondagas did proceed to Quebec, where they exchanged presents 

m.th representativoa of the French government nnd a peaoe troaty was 

agreed on. The Cayugas shortly attonarde alao requested peace. 5 

Tho Mohawks reIDnined hostile, however, and continuod their 

constant harassment of the French aettleeente. Thoy were audacious 

raidera: in May they had surrounded a group of :rrenchmen in a. 

field near Three Rivers and killed two of them while Lauzon WOB 

paying an official viait to the town. 6 In August, thoy beoieged Three 

Rivers With over five hundred warriors,7 but the siege ended happily 

for the French. The besiegers sent a party with a white flag "to 

parley nnd to treat of peace"• 8 The Relations offer inore than 

one explattation for this turn or evonts. The military commander's 

4• Relaticno XL, 163-5• 

s. ~•• 91. As proof of' their goodmll, they informed 
the :French of the Mohawke' plan to besioge Three Rivora. 

6. Ibid., 101. In the f'oUowinc two weeks the Mohauks niade 
two further raids, killing and kidnapping both French 
and Hurcni1. 

8. Ibid., 169. 



account or the OIJ€Gg'8ZOOnt mentions that Huron allies of the Fre~h, 

anxious for nows or friends and relatives captured by the Iroqois• 

began fraternising with tho enorey-, so that "in a short time tliare 

was nothing to be seen but ooDference.o and intervietm between 

Iroqo:la and Hur0lll3" .. 9 ' This my ·have porauaded the Iroqois that 

their peace overturoo would be aocepted, and tbD.t thoy ho.d more to 

gain from negotiations thnn from further fighting and possible loes 

of uen. They were alao inf o.rmed in their par lo~ With the BurOflB 

or the oapture of sOl!D Iroqois at I-IontrealJ they .had ~nc:h ca~ives 

who could. be exobangod for thoir warriors if oonditiOllO uere peaoetul. 

Le Meroiar says in hia sumning-up that the liohawks simply gave in because 

they 1!18t more roaistanoe than they expected.10 At any rate, the 

proapect of peaoo with the moot implacabl~ ot their Iroqois enemies 

aeeJDOd to the Frecoh truly heaven-cent. La Mercier optimisti:oally 

headed the final chapter of his Relation "The door Qlmed to the 

Gospel seems to be opan rider than ever". He looked tar1-1a.rd to 

the ostabliobmant of a Jesuit .residO!lCe at a aite offered by the 

Onondaps, "of their ow accord", o.nd asked for volunteers f'rom 

Prance to assist with this groat and holy undertaking:11 

After. the preliminary peace negotiations af 1653, On0J'l®ga 

envoys retunwd to Quobec in February 1654, nnd further 

consul ta.tions wre held ,hich seemed to bring firm agreeuent ~oar. 

"But", reported Le Meroior eadly• "a dork night :fOlloliEld upon a . ' ' 

9. Relg.tiPW3 XL• 113. 

10. tbicl. • 169. 

11. .12!4•, 219-21. 
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beautiful day"; the French were informed by the Hurons that the 

lroqois 11ere intriaui,ng to break the Frenco-Huron alliance.12 

Both Onondagas and Mohawks were trying to persuade the survivors 

of the destruction of Huroni& to make their homes with them, and 

the Hurons beeged the French for 11dvice.
1

' Tho steps that the 

French toolt to oettle the dii'fioulty, temporarily at leaot, show 

their custoJDary oaution in Indian diplon1acy. They told tho 

Iroqois that they uould be glad to send "black robes~ to live ruaong 

them, but th~t the plan could not bo carried out immediatoly; and 

they advised the Hurons to tell the Iroqoia that "it would be boat 

to communicate to the French their hitherto oeoret design• uithottt 

letting it appear that there had boon a deeil'e to cmceal anything 

from them". The Iroqois agreoo.14 The French thus gained time 

to diacover how sincere the lroqois' desire for peaco really was, 

without oither comnitting themselves to iv.mediate aoticn or giving 

tho Iroqois cauao for ouspioion. 

The following treeks were peaoeful, but in April 1654, a French 

surgeon who waa cut hunting noar i~ontreal was onpturod by a band of 

12. Relations XI,I, 55. 

13. Relaticms ;...1,1, 59. Part of the Hurons• plea to "OnOlltio" 
£or advice is recorded by Le Mercier in these words: 11\ie 
b8.~e been dead for four years, ever ainoe our country t1as 
laid waste••• We live only in thee, ve eee only through 
thy eyes, we breathe only in thy person; a:1d our reasoning 
is without reooon, except in so far as thou aivest it to us"; _ 
clearly the Hurc.ns wore too demoralised by defeat and dependency 
to ioako any decision about the Iroqois proposale for themselves. 

14. Ibid., 61. 
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Oneidas, The French were much alarmed.. The inhabi tan.ts of Montreal, 

Three Rivers and Que~~ were all warned to prepare thoir def'encea.15 • 

A grou~ of Onondagas who arrived in Montreal aoon a.f'ter1farda• however, 

expr~ssed shock and surprise at news of tho capture, and a "Captain" 

at the band offered himself' as a hostage. until the Frenchman was 

retumed, Hie companions went off to secure the release of the 

prisoner; ttho was duly delivered, with twenty wampum collars and 

many apologies from Oneidas, Onondagas, Ce.yugas and Senecas alilm.16 

. Th~ fears of the French settlers appeared groundless, thOUl?h 

contemporary accounts make clear their continuing mistrust of the 

proterred friendship ot the Iroqoia.17 The escort or the released 

Frenchman repeated th~ir nations•· desire :for peace, and their 

invitation to tho "black robes" to settle among them. 

In July 1654, a Jesuit did aet out to the 001.m.try ot the 

:J;roqois. Their demands were beaollling more pressing, so Lauzon 

appointed a missionary oxperienced in ·dealing with the Indians to 

15. Ibid., 69. ''There we wore .again exposed to the torrors 
of a .fresh war, and expecting a hostile art!'l1". 

16. Relatig XLI, 71•3• 

17. )!any Iroqots of various nations appeared at Montreal 
and Three Rivers during the winter of 165;-4, bringing 
presents a.nd assurances of good.,nll. Two Frenchman 
who volunteered to spend the winter with the Mohawks 
were returned safely in the spring of 1654, and their 
escort, tho celebrated Flemish Bastard, brought with 
him lettora "from the Captain of Fort Orange :in Heir 
Holland and from some Dutch tradesmen, who all aaaured 
us that, now they really saw a disposition for Peace on 
the part of the eavageEl' allied to them" (RelatiC8lS XLI, 85): 
these according to Le Mercier hel10d to dissipate Fran.oh 
:fea.ra a little. 
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act as French ambassador - Father Si1:1on Le Moyno. 18 He left 

Quebeo Vi th a party of Onondagas and travelled With them through 

Iroqois villages, l!'.aking s:peeohe9 and presenting· gifts in the 

name or Onontio, "great Captain.'' of the Frenoh.19 Not even tbis 

gesture or goodwill was satisfactory to all the Iroqois; a party 

of Moba.Wks came to QUGbeo soon after Le Moyne's departure with the 

Onondagas, and their spokesman objected that, by going to Onondaga., 
, 

the French wero entering the oabin or the Five liations 0 by the 

roof and through the chimney". Were they not afraid, the 

Mohawks de!!".andod, to be blinded by the smoke, or to fall from the 

ceiling?20 The rhetoric does not disguise the Mohawks' real 

anger and jealousyJ and the speech illustrates the delicacy of 

the Frenoh position - it seemed that any move they made was 

bound to provoke hostility in one direction or another. Lauzan 

told the Mohawks that "Ondosonk" would visit them too, if he could 

be overtaken on the road and instruations to this efreot delivered. 

He had too muoh or a start, however. The Mohawks as a rosult 

of this slight sent no official ambassadors to Le Moyne's parleys 

at Onondaga. "An Anrrl.ehronnon who by good luck happened to be 

18. Le Mayne had spent the years 163&-49 among the Hurons, 
and was an acoo1!1plished Indian lingtliot; see Leon 
Pouiliot•s article in Diotionm; of Canadi;n Biograph!: 
I (Toronto: 1966). • 

19. Geo Le Mayne's Journal of his travels in the Iroqois 
country, Relations XLI. 
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present" did join the consultations on at least one occasion, 21 

but his nation uas not included in the general professions of 

peace and goodwill which closed the meetings. Le Moyna was 

aasured by the representatives of the remaining nations that 

''the Anniehronnona would doubtless follow the others: and that 

therefore I was to be of good cheer, since I boro with me tho 

welfare of all the land11 • 22 

Le Moyna's summary of the decisions made in his aonferenoes 

with the Iroqois certainly so'l.lllds cheerful. A site was decided 

upon for the new French settlements it was agreed that the Iroqoia 

should come to fetch the settlers in the canoes, leaving acme 

little girls with the Ureulinoe; and Le I"loyno himself was to 

winter with the Iroqoia as a further indication of goodwill.23 

Le Mayne returned to Montreal in September with news of 

theae agreemants, but the French authorities still moved cautiously. 

The follotdng September, two Jesuit Fathers, Dablon and Chaumont, 

ware sent to Onondaga, "ae Ambassadors rather than as Preachers 

of the Goapel0 • 24 Por a time tho Onondagas seemed to be appeased 

by this arrangement, but on tho last day of February 1656 the 

Fathers wore told that unless a French settlement were established 

iullllediately, the peace would be _broken. After some difficulty 

21. ~., 11,. 

22. ~-, 101. 

23. RelatiOilS XLI, 135. 

24. Relations XLIII, 297. The renArk is taken from the 
Rolntion of 1656-7, which was edited in Faris by 
Le Jeune. 
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in obta.ini!Je a guide (it was the bee:Jnn:ing or the h~ting aoason), 

Dablan returned to Q~beo to deliver the ultimatum. 25 It uaa 

ce.retully considered by the Governor and the Jesuits, who wre 

11extrenely perplexed", and "aware that :falsehood, deceit and 
26 treaohe27 uere almost as natural to those people as l~o itself". 

They decided eventually that the presence of a party or French 

amozJg the Iroqois might pacify the Indim:IS _sufficiently to save 

the rest ot the sottlen from their aJlBOr• 27 When Dablon. rojoined 

Chaumonot at Onondaga in July, he uas accompw.ed by Father Le Hercior, 

the Jesuit Superior at Qwbec, and t,-ro other Jesuits, tno lay 

brothers, and fifty "valiant Frenchmen". 28 

At la.st there was a Franch oettlenent in IroqoiS oount~. 

F.rom their base at Onondaga_ the Jeaµite a&t out to preach to the 

otber b:oqOia nations, and they reported en enthmiaatic uolcom 

wherever they wnt. The Relation for 1656-7 noted that "there 

:lo not a single family in OnnClltaghe vhioh does not wlce1te us 

with jo,y, and is not pl.eased to hoar m speak of our ~terios", 

and cov.tained chapters an suoceeses among tho Seneoas and Onei~~ 29 

In a letter ·to tba Jesuit Provinoial in France 'Hritten :Jn Jim.e 1656,· 

Le Mercier .admitted that the No~~- did not aho,1 the t'riondlinea.1 

25.. -Relations XLII. 201-5. 

26,. Rolat,im:& llllI, 12';. 

27~ Relations XLIII, 129-'1• 

28. ,Rel9t!.9m! XLII, 217. 

29. Jlo~&ti<W! XLIV, 4,J cha113. 17, 18. 
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of the other Iroqois, but added that "we far prefer to have them 

alone for enemies than the four r other IroqoW Nations together" 

-- and Lo Meroier was enthusiastic about the prosress of the 

missionaries among the other four. 30 • 

Loss than two years after this optimistic report, on 2:, April 

1658, the rollouing brief entry appeared in the Joumal deg Jeni.tea: 
e 

"the mission of Onontago •was broken up. All our fathers, brethren 

and FrenchIOOn who ware there arrived at Quebec, about 5 o'clock 

in the evening".'1 Elsewhere in the Relations w find accounts 

or the Ji'rencht!!on•s tense last days amon« the Iroqois. With 

their Indian hosts becoming inoroasingly hostile and likely to 

turn on them at any moment, the Jeauits and their coapanions 

managed to construct in secret two flat-bottomed boats and eight 

canoes to transport themselves to saf'ety. On the suggestion 

or a young Frenchman, the Indians 11are invited to an 11 eat-o.ll11 

feast prepared by the French, and were so stuffed. vi.th food that 

they foll into deep sleep~ The French aeized their opportunity, 

slipping their-boats into the water - the winter ice vae only 

just breaking up - and· making their way with great diffioul ty to 

Jilontrea.11 where they arrived on April 3rd ~ter two veeks' journey.'2 

31.. ll?!Jl• 1 95. 

32. They left Onondaga on Maroh 20th. See letters of Father 
Ragueneau, Relations XLIV, 153ff., 175-83; also ibid., 
217, 221. The boy who thoUgb.t of inviting the Indians 
to a feast may have boen .Radisscn1 see Grace Lee ?lute, 
Caesars of"the Wilderness (New York: 1943), 55. 

,. 



z.athar Le Moyne nade another journey to the oountcy of the 

Onondagas in 1661~ and the BeJ.atiQDQ, spoko hopefully of "the renewd 

openmg or those fine h-oqois m:Lssiona"•'' Nost references to 

the lroqois in the IJ61ritionq of the early 1660's, however, were 

concerned with tlle cruelty and barbarism or these old enomies 

of the ~nch, and lid. th the terror they ,roro spreading n~ong 

other Indian natiOD.9. In 1661, Lo Jeune reported: "'l'he panic 

is said to have spreod even to tho Sea-cO!lot whither w ware 

going, and whither these barbarians fully intond tbio year to 

extend their cr:uelty, in ordo'r to push their oonquosto ·as far toward 

the North as they have done, of late years, toward tho .south".34 

. He concluded that the l-lobflwks were euoh a JJ3naoo to the poaoe 

and wll-being of New France that "their sacrifice at ths hando of 
. ' 

France, as beill8 the saorifioe of ~ooncilable enemieo of tho 

Faith and of tha French, eeoms now to bo the will M' divine Justice"• ' 5 

In 1GG2, Jerome Lalamnt described the Iroqois as "the hardest and 

., hea.vioat" cross of the many th.at the FreDCh settlers in Amarioa 

hod to bear.36 Bia conclusions wore similar to Le Jeuno•s: 

"Only the strong o.rm, present end otteative, can oecuroly bind 

their handsu, and he rojoicod at t~ newe that help was to be 

:,:;. nolptiQM_ XLVII, 67: for Le Jtoyne's l.'Gport Of bis 
miosion, see ibid., 6.9-S,, 

34~ Rolatigna XLVI, 291, 

35. Relatia XLVII, 11,. 

36. Letter to Father Provincial of France, 18 Septot1ber 
1662s Bela.tiops XLVII, 217. ' 
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eent from France to put dow the Mohaulq3.'7 The Iroqois once 

~ore appear ns the perfidious barba.rimw whose aots of cruelty 

·were so frequently described in tho IlelatiQ.l!& of the 1640's and 

early 1650•s. 

Even while tho French settlers. wor.e in OnondBtJat tho Relations 

often expreose~ f eare for tboir safety and unecsiness • about the 

real motives of the Iroqoia in recoiviqg tho party._ and often 

reported incidents which nnko the unea3ineas ontiroly understandablo~ 

~ l>toy 1656, t_or instance, a band of Mohawks concealed in tho 

woodo above Quebec attacked the roar of a a envoy or Frenohmi>n nnd 

Indians on the· tm.y to Onondagas tho attackers explained that they 

had mde a rtd.etako; and then proceoclod down the river to pillett;e 

Franch houacs and take Huron priaonors~38 Father Carroau rooeived 

mortal wounds from Iroqoia :fire ·tfhen ha ·uas caught with sooo 

Alquonqu.ins in on ambush in August 1656. He was brought to 

lfontreal by Iroqoia who also onr;-iod 11 two wretched .little proaonta", 
' 

one to signify their rogrot ot the accident, a,nd the other to dr:, 

the tears and assuage the grief of tho Frenoh.39 : In August 1657, 

another party on its way to Onondaga uas diaruptad and oevon Indian 

allieo of tho French killed. 40 ih~ Jesuits; over hopeful that 

tl1eir teachings might truly find accoptance among the Iroqoi~, 

37. Relations XLVII, 217. 

38. nelationa XLVIII, 115-7. 

39. 11.~lg,tioJ?a XLII~ 237. 

40. gelatimMl XLIV, 1,. 
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alunys reported suocessea eagerly and optimiatioally. but constant 

inoidents like these mde it difficult for them to have confidence 

in tbe IroqoiS' show of goodwill. some of their relll!l.rks sound 

d:lstinctly_ contrived, as though they are awOl.'8 that their readers 

would need a great deal· or oonvi!Joii,g that the old enemies of New 

}"ranee sincorely desired peace. mien Le Mercier reJ)Orted the 

peaco overtures ot 165:5, he explained that though some ms.y mistrust 

tho Iroqois in view or their past record of treachery• there was 

an important distinction to be made between previous treaties and 

the present ones "I admit that we have had peace With them, 

but am uncertain whether they have ever had it uith us: for, 

to toll tha tru:tb, it was we who induced them to make peace, 

urgi.Dg them t7ith presents and :ln lClnlt councils".41 Tho report of 

the hearty wlcome that the Frenoh received at Onond888, in 1656 

ends on a cauti0ta note; "If, niter all that, they betray and 

massacre us, I will accuse them, not of dissimulation, but of 

frivolity and inccmtano1, which in a short tine can chnnge the 

affection and oonf'idonoe of those Barbarians into tear, hatred 

and treachery". 42 The fear Of treachery- waa not absent even 

at the moment or greatest apparent friendship. 

The French settlement at Onondaga. lasted at its ~atest 

numerical strength for only two yeara, and this ia one reaaon 

for the scant attention that it tends to receive i'rom historians 

41. Relations XL, 157. 

42. Relations XLlIIt 1G:;. 



of New Fmnoe; in compxrison uith the Buran miaeion, it appears as a 

fleeting - and uzunr:cesoful - experiment. There does not appear 

to be much to say a.bout it, and uha.t is said is usually takon from the 

Jesuits' account of tho negotiationo, estnbliohment of tho miosion11 

and final retreat. The Rel9;tionn orrer two basic oxplano.tions of the 

IroqoiB' dosire for peace in 1653: one is divine providence, and tho 

other the fact that the '-'8Storn Iroqoie wre involved in a war with 

the Eries and uanted to a.void fighting on two frwts,. The simple atory 

culled from tho Relations is that the Iroqoia wanted peace, for tihich 

the French were also eager, so until the Iroq oitJ chaneed their minds 

a. French mission 11as mintained among them. 43 The aotions of the Frenah 

43. Le 1-!eroier•s Relations of 1652-, and 1653-4 contain numorous 
references to the divine intervention that secured peace for 
the French, ~.g. Rel~ons XL, 87• "God's hAnd 'h"al3 .finally so 
heavy upon L. the Iroq that they- sued for peaco"; aee alao 
i1p4., 75, 85, 113, 163, and XLI, 81,133, 1,5. For COl!lm;)ntG 
on the Iroqois' var with the rlriesf aee Jlelatiggg XLI, 811 217. 
Generations of historians rolied princ:lpally on this souroe 
for accounts or the Onondaga mission. To mention a fou, w 
might first take Fllillon, vhoae narrative ims taken moatlJ' 
from the Rolatiops,. idth dotnils of tho •taatin a tout manger• 
from 1-la.rio de l'Incarnation1 see Hiatoiff' de la Colonie 
;;mnc,aisg en Canada (Ville-t-~ies 1856-66, II, 248-9, :572. 
Naturally enough, tho ea:n:e sources uore used by Father Rochemontei.% 
in ! ea e N' e e•• a ce XVII ie · (Faria; 
1896 , II, 141•55. Francis Parlamn, in spite of his la.ck of . 
sympathy ?11th the Jesuits in religious mattors, accepted 
unquestionillgly in this oese as in so ma~ others their aoocnmt 
of events: see The Olc} nap.mo :in Canada (Londau 1907) I, 54-95; 
Parkman concluded that "the mission or Onondaga 'WQS a misero.ble 
failure". Georee M. Wrong based hio aooount or the miosicn on 
tho sam materials in The Rise and Fall of Neu F.ranoe ('l'oronto2 
1928) I, ,1a-,2. Gustave Lanctot•a refere11Cea to tho mission 
in A EistorY of Canada (Cambridge: 196:,) I, 214-1611 2~, 
are also blood on the Relatiom:, and Marie de 1 •tnoornation: 
the threat to the lroqc:d.8 trom tlle Eries io etreased, and 
the eat-all feast deecribocl at oomo length. 
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in tho matter were apparently determined by the wishes of the 

Iroqois. 

Thia simple outline, howver, leaves a number ot points 

unexplained. liq, if the Frerioh i.'81'8 tdlling to be directed 

entiral1 by the ns~s of their f'ornt)r enemies, was there so 

long a delay between the Iroqo~ l'eqtiest for peaoe and tho 

establishment or a Franoh settlemont? At no t1m during their 

stay at Onondaga did Jesuits and · other French settlers foel that thoy­

were entirely- volocire and ' completely sate, so ,iere thoy in any more 

danger in Mnroh of 1658 than they had been previously? Tho 

Relatiop. cf 1656-7, compiled in Paris by Le .Jem10 in Deoembor 1657, 

im~\lled a letter from a JesUit in New France urgillg his French 

Superior not to tii.tbdraw the support of the Order from the Onondag!l 

mission, in spite ot the great expense involved, beca-me of the 

many opport_unities it Offered tor the saving of souls. 44 Three 

montha later tho miasion ttas abandoned. What was it that decided 

the Jesuits that the time had come for osoape? Part of the ·answer 

!DW3t be that the settleoont cuetorrarily described as "tho Onondaga 

mission" was built on more than th8 Jesuits• aearoh tor souls. 

The long nnd complex negotiations that preceded the expedition Of 

1656 involved not only the miasionaries, but alao the chief 

administrators of New France. 

The ·question of tho degree to wh:loh the Jesuits wore engaged 

in temporal as well as spiritual business in New France 1s ono on 

44 • ,RelAtioDfL XLIV, 79. 
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which agreement will probably never bo reached; the records are 

not full enough to settle the debate, and circumstantial evidence 

can be variously interpreted. But it io quite clear from the 

Jesuits• own account or the events of 1654-7 that in the matter 

of negotiations with the Iroqois, the mssionaries acted aa agents 

of the Governor of llew France. Several indications of thie 

have already been mentioned: on hie preliminary journey to the 

Onondagas in 1654, Le Kayne spoke to the assembled representatives 

of the Iroqois in the name of Onontio; Chaumonot and Dablcm. followed 

"as Ambassadors rather than as Preachers"; the ultimatum. or 

February 1656 wae discussed by the Governor and the Jesuits before 

a decision was reaohed.45 The Jesuits• journal also mentiono 

meetings between French officials and Iroqois 11in our house", and 

clearly in the eyes of the Iroqois the Jesuits represented the 

Governor.46 The French were quite aware that the lives of the 

settlers thoy sent to Onondaga. were at risk - though the Relation.a 

assure us that there was no shortage or volunteers. 47 The Jesuits 

had already risked death among hostile tribeo for the sake of the 

Faith, but 1n this case holders of temporal authority considered 

the risk worth taking tooz there vere material gains at stake as 

45. 'For refe1·enoes see above, pages 5, 7. 

46. Relations XLII, ,1, 45, 47 refer to meetingsJ Le Moyne 
on hie journey of 1654 was addressed by the Iroqois 
spokesman as if he were in fact Onontio, and Ragueneau 
in 1657 was given presents at Onondaga which were intended 
for the Governors Relations XLI, 115 r XLIII, 61. 

47. Relations XLI, 135. 



t.'811 as spiritual ones. The rial!S were taken far reasons which 

becoi:w clear when one emmines the general situation of Irew France 

at the boginning of tho 1650•s. 
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~hapter II 

Wb,o Econ~l!lic pooition c( RW r,ance in the 1§59'8 

During thG 16401s, the attacka of the Iroqoie 9n the French 

and .en their Indian trading allies becatre inoreasi.Jlgly fierce and 

freqUi'nt os the Iroqois o ought new supplies of furo tor their own 
. . 

European trading inrtners, the Dutch. The attaolm on the Hurons 

oulminated in 1646-9 with the destruction of their villa.gee end tho 

' dispe,rsal of the dispirited survivors. Five Jesuit ml.asionaries uera 
. 

J.1Brtyred during the J.ll"Otmcted Iroqoio oftenoive, Nev Franca had 

lost ito longest-established trading ally. and the mission uhicb tho 

Jeauita regarded aa offering their best hope 0£ opreading the Faith 

in North America was deatroyed.1 

Al though the long-tarm effects of the caminign were not wha.t the . 

Iroqoio 0:pi:ear to have hopocl for/ their suoceaa did leave the fortunes 
' . 

- and the morale - of :trew France at a. low ebb at the beQ'inning of 

the 1650•s.. Tho Relation.a and the conospondence of Marie de 

l'lncarMtion ·are full or accounts of murder and kidnappins' by bands 

1. The marty.!:'ed Jesuits were Fathers Daniel, Brebeui', Lalemnt, 
Garnier and ObabanslJ see Rolo.tiOl'lS ll;XIV, and for sUJIJIIBries 
or the campaign George T. Bunt, ':£00 Wars of the Irogois 
(t-ladiaon: 1940) • 92-4, and Lanctot, A Histor;y of Cana®. 
I, 196-8. . 

2. See Eluaboth Tooker1 "~he Iroqois defeat of the Huron: 
a rGView of oauaes" in PennoylvaniA Archaeolgd.st .XXXIII, 
1963, 115-23: tha Iroqois could obtain more furs ei tber 
by- a onquerirlg nev h1Dlting,..grounds or by supplanting other 
nations as middleDln, ao they probably hoped to replaoo 
tha French Indians in the st. Lawrence trade. 



of Iroqoio tfho lurkod in the woods around the .Frenah settlements~ 

Decoribing one auoh incident to her son in 1650, J.rarie de 

1•Inoamation remarked how "ces oOUl'Ses ont jete l'apouvante ohoz 

tous les havitants".3. • In 1651, the Iroqois harJ:O.Ssment of Montroal 

ms oo aovere that oven tha steadfaet z.taisonneuve baga.n to doubt 

uhether the eettlecent could aurvive. 4 In A ~t 1652, nino FrencbJI'Bn 

were killed~ another sevon taken prisoner nt Three Rive.ra in the 

fiercest sldrmisb to date ui th an Iroqois ,,mr party. A rash of 

desertions f'ollowed, from ~uebec nnd Sillery cs ll-Sll as from Three 

P..ivors itself', and Mother Marie m'ote in 1653 that "the IroqoiS 

have so ravaged these parts that m thought to retm.-n to Fra.nco".5 

It we in this atmoaphero of fear and uncertainty 4bout the future 

of tha col~ that the Iroqois • suddenly prop~ed peaoeJ the offer 

must indeed have eoomed boave~ent. 

Qui ta apnot from tho conatant throat to the lives or sottlers 

from Iroqois guerrilla.13, however, new France facod a danger of 

another edrb in 1653; tho danger that the o~cny would cease to 

be eoonomioally·via.blo. ~he finances of Nev Franoe had been 

prooorious from tho early d.qs of eettlemnt. In aome yeors 

5. 

Lotter of 17 March 1650,· in Letfm de ,. Marie do 
~i:tOD• ed., Richs.uieau.Tournais 1876) I, 417; 
tbi8 12rticular iDCident involved the murder of two 
sorvsnts, the pillaging ot one house e.nd the burning or 
another. 

Seo Gustave Lanctot, Montreal, ger Nqieonnom, ( Torontos 
1969), 54. 

Lanctot. Riato,:y of Cg.g I, 207. 
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there were enormous profits to be made from tho .fur trade. and in othoro 

Indian wars. shipwrook• pt-ivateers or any of a nwnber of other hamards 

~ could lead to bankruptcy. The Complgnie dea Cent Associos had been planned 

'by Richelieu as a large-scale or~isation with suf~ioient capital to 

sustain it over Wlprofitable yea.re, but it had never recovered from the 

series of misfortunes that befell it almost iromediately after its foundation 

in 1627. The company's monopoly ot tho st. Lawrence trade was leosed 

to two subsidiary groups or share-holdere during the l630's• but they 

inherited. the financial diffioulties of thair-parent body.
6 

In 1645 

the Hundred Associates ceded their monopoly onoe more. this time to the 

--t Oommunaute des Habitants -- a sooiety of inhabitants of tho colony itself; 

£or the first time the conduct of the fur trade was to be direoted from 

within l'iew France and not from Europe, and far the first time the profits 

or the trade would remain in the 0·~1ony. 7 

Tho oharter of the C 02nmaute was aecurP.d in Frnnce by two 

Canadian settlers, Repentisny and Godef'roy. who travelled to 

Paris in 1644 for discuseiGDs,at Oourt. The1 represented a group 

of Fominent land-holders in Canada who wanted an opportunity 

to profit from tho oolony's only souroe of wealth; and it io 

clear that from the earliest conception of their plan for a trading 

6. :r-•or a brief sW11Dary of the misf'ortunea of Coopany, aeo 
Trudel, IntTod:uction to new France, ( Torontos 1968), 45-6. 

7. Details of tho orgooization of the Communaute are given 
in Harold A• Innis, .:.;;....;.-:~.;;.;;.;;;:;.....;;;...;.:;;:..::;;;: "' 1956), 
,9, and T.J. Kupp, d -
Nev France (Ph.D. thesis, University or I>ianitoba, 19 8 , 
160-161. • 



company of habitants, this group worked closely with tha Jesuits. 

They informod the Fathers Of their projoot in 164:;, and it was approvod 

as beine: likely to keep pr0f'ita :In the oola,y, attract more aettlors 

and provide additional funds tar the maintenance of the miaoiom.
8 

\'!hen • the apokosmen of the habitants o.rrived in Fr~e, thoy received 

the useful support o£ the J'esuit Charles Lalemnnts he hll.d spent 

somo years in New France, but now devoted bis energies to the 

promotion of t_ha colony's interests in tho mot.ho.r oountry, and 

was: uoll•known both ~mong the reuainder ot the IIuncirad Ms oc:iatos 

and at court. When the charter of tho Comnunaute dee Habitants traG 

granted, an entry in the jounial of tho Jesuits in Quebec commente.d 

that the suacess of Repentigny end Godofroy was due to "the Queen 

and our stimul1.1S".9 And the regulations of tb/3 new company gavo 

responsibility for dividing the profits or the trade to o. committee 

that included· the Jesuit Superio.r in Quebec. 

At first, it seemed that the Habitant.a vould profit bnndsomly 

tram the new trading arrangements. 30 • 000 pounds of furs were 

obtainod from tbe Burona in 1645, lO and tho f ollw.lng- yGQl" the 

total UllS 32,000 pounds. In thoae yaara, however, tho HohankB 

a. Kupp, Jm•oit., 159. 

9. Relations XXVII, 85 - Lnlemnnt•a entry for 29 October 1645• 
The other figures in th:i.B acoount aro also taken from tho 
Be,latimm. and are cited in Lanctot, Uigtoey cf Canada. 
I, 188ft. 
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were at reaao with the Frenoh and their allies, having exchanged 

prisoners and come to terms in September 1645J by 1647, 't'mr 

had broken out e.gain and no Huron canoes came downstream to barter 

with the French. Hostilities bad boon re-opened when some Hurons 

had been attacked by Oneidas near Montreal t hore io an example of the 

way in which factors entirely outside the control of tho traders 

could influence trade. In 1648 the Hurons a.gain brought their 

furs to trade ~th tho ]_'renoh, ·uho obtained 250,000 livros• uorth, 

but tho events of tho previous year had emphasised the uncertainty 

of the mrkat, and stimulated offorts to put it on a firmer 

basis. 'l'ha Council of Quebec, the administrative bo:ly set up 

by order of the King in 1647 nto establish good order in and to 

police Canada", 11 passed etel'n orders to prevent smuggling for 

private profit. They also gavo permission for properly-.licensed 

Froncbmen to travel to remote areas to barter \lith tho Indian.S 

on their own ground, instead af waiting far them to risk the 

dang-era entailed in bringing their furs to the Pronoh settlements. 

There ws no shortage of volunteers for such missions: in 1648, 

twenty-six Frencruzen returned with the lllll'OCl traders to their 

territory, and a month later brought back 5,000 pounde of beo.ver.12 

11. For tho disagreements and negotiations uhioh led to 
the establishment of this body, see Lanctot, Riatori 
9f'. QaM.da I, 189. 

12. Lanctot, .2J?•oit., 194: Emilo Salone, kn Colonisaticg 
de la. Noµve)J.e France (Parisa 1906), 128. 
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Sixty Frenchmen were sent to escort the Rurai trading,-fleet from 

thoir own country to the French mrket-ple.ces in 11549, and 200,000 

livres• vorth ot furs ·Here secUl"E)d. But the la.st great onslaught 

of' the lroqois was awsi ting the llurona. and the villsgea from 

which the Fren0h had escorted them wre soon to bo destroyed. 

The Relations of' 1650 and 1651 do not ocntain tra.diDg figures: 

their Jlflin subjeot-natter is the constant attack3 of tho lroqois. 

Recording the events of the spring o£ 1650• the .Jesuit author 

oxclaitJS that his pen "ohrinks from the ropeated portrayal of 

such scones or cruelty", 1~ and w read in tho record of 1651 

that Montreal would be an "earthly paradise • • • vore it not for 

tho terror of tho Iroqoia, who make their appearance there almost 
' 

continually and render the pleoe nearly 1mj Dbohi te.ble" •14 In 

tho prevailing.atmosphere of ]Qnio and genoral disorganization 

it is not surprising that definite trade fi(tUl'GG are not rocordod 

-- perhaps they were not even compiled - but r:naeing ret'"erences 

make quite clear that trading nativity did continua. In June 
. ' 

1650, o note l:1ao made in the Journal deo 3esuitos ot the departure 

from ~Jontreal or Martin Gravel's and Monsieur Qodefroy•e barks• 

••both to make fortunes in the way or navigation ~nd Trade11•
15 

13. Relati9M 1J.XV, 189. For OXtllilples of' the sart of 
incident to which he refers, see tho Journal des 
Joauites far 1650 (XX.XV, 41-,, 59) and 1651 (XXXVI, 
125. 133, 149). 

14. JW,ati9AA XXXVI, 165. 

15. Rolntiono IXJ..V • 49. Thia entry was made by LoJ.emant, 
who, unlike Raguoneau, uatmlly noted in the Journal 
only matters of ecclooiaotionl interest. 
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And in November 1651, threo Frenchmen wro clrO\mad "'ihO by night 

had gone to trade in Beaver skins on tho isle of Orleans" •16 

It is remarkable that even in this period of narked stress 

a.nd tension, between tho o.coounts ot lrocioie outrages and instances 

ot divine intervention, tho l!liaaionarioa were noting nnttera or 

oommeroial interest. Wo read in the Relati29 or 1650-51, for . 

instance, that the Reaidence of J.ton:treal ie to be regarded as a 

temporary shelter for friendly Indians rather than a ~rmnent 

dwelling: 

It is a very advautagoous place tor all tha 
upper Nations vho wioh to trade with us, for, 
as the:, find thore ubat they soek, thor a.re not 
obliged to acme further dawn and to expose 
themelves to new dangers from the lroqois, 
Uho a.re mcire to be dreaded below than abovo Montrea.1.17 

This mlght as eaoily havo been 'tJ?'i tten by a fur-trader 89 by 

a Jesuit. When Druillottes wrote to Governor Winthrop at Booton 

in 1651, suggesting joint action against the Iroqoia, he offered 

"tho most ample aommeroisl odvantases"s again wo see a Jesuit 

actins an spokesman for the traders ond administrators of New 

France, in the front line, e.s it were, or resistance to the lroqois 

threat,18 

16. nolations xrn, 147 - napneau, Journal 1651. 

17. Relations DCCVI, 201. 

18, Ibid., 75. Druilletteo subsequently viai ted New 
Engl.and to conduct negotiations in ~reon, and reparted 
on "The Diaposition of the Megistrates of the 
Oomonwealth in regard to aid sea1nat the IroqoiS"a 
~ •• 83. 
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It has been argued that by the end o1" the l640's, tho impartanco 'b:> 

the Fronoh or the Hurons as middlemen in the fur trade waG ,.re.n:Lna.19 

Certainly it should not be aasumed that tho dramt:lo dostrootion of the Huron 

~ villages entialed the dramatic destruction of all French trading contact ----
nth the Indians, but the trading activities tbat the Jesuits ohronicled 

in the early 1650's "8re on a snal.l scale; the g.rand convoys of 1646-9 

were repl.aoed by individual barks and oanoos. 
20 

In order far the 

commercial viability or New France to be JDAintained, commercial 

activity had to be stimulated, but any Frenchman who ventured 

outside his settlement was likely to be pounced upon by proul.ing 

Iroqoie. In 1651, tho Company or Habi tan ta was eo,ooo livrea 

in debt, and tbe Council of Q.uebec in desporation levied a tax 

of on~ half on all beaver skins brought to tho Oomunity1o t.arohousea. 
21 

These financial difficulties threatened the whole future ot the 

colony, and no-ono was in a position to see this more clearly 

than the ncJm:inietrator of the Comnunity•s tinanoos, tho Jesuit 

superior Jerome Lalemnt. 22 2,'he Relation ot 1652 outlines tho 

19. Sea JCupp, Fu1' Trade Relatiom,, 181. 

20. Parlalan did make this assumptions Jesuits in No;:th 
America (Lomau 1899) 550•2• See al.So Lanctot, 
Ris,torv pf QMMA I, 195.; the prmperity or New France 
nentirely depended" cm the Hurons• provision or turs. 

21. See Lanctot • .el?•oit., 212. 

22. The o ouncil at Quebec· passed oo order dated 29 October 
1650 which i"orh'lde "taking any measure of importance in 
the pursuit of affairs or raioing loans oxoept on the 
advice, by the orders and twler the direotion or the 
Roverend Father Hierosme Lsllemnt" • See LElllOtot, _22.oit., 
201. 



desperate situations 

Far a yoar• the uarehouso or Montreal has not 
bought a a:lngle Dae.ver-aldn from the S8.VS88S•. 
At Three Rivers, the little revenue that has 
accrued hes bean UBed to fortify tho plaoe, 
the enenw being expected there. In Quebec 
\1'8.l'eh0'USe there ie nothing but poverty; and 
so everyone has cause to be diesat:lsf'ied, 
there being no means to supply paynsnt to 
those to whom it is due, or even to defray a 2oz 
part of the most noceeanry expenses of the coun~ry •. ~ 

Efforts wore mde to- increase the f'lov or rura by ntrending 

the regula.tions of the Commmity. In order to onoourago personsl 

initi11ti.va the habitants were given pomiasion in 1653 to retain 

th?ee qUU'ters of the beaver taken to the warehouse, illstee.d 

of the one half previously dee.rood. The district of Tadoussac 

,ms set aside to meet , the general charges. In 1656, the habitants 

were given permicsion to trade for one year at TadW9aao1 
24 but 

even thia liberality did not increase the o ompany's profits: 

an ordinance of th.a :follOWiJlg year restoring the Oouncil'a control 

complained thLlt 0 the Inhabitants are uell instrilcted in all the 

means of profiting trol!l tha trade • • • They n6 longer trade at tho 

public wrehouso and eoU> individuals have drawn all the prof:l ts 

to themselves". 25 

23. Jil,a.tiop;i XL, 211. 

24. Innis, Fur Trade, 40. 

25. Al'1"8at du CQDBeil d'Etat portent Regloment sur le 
commerce ot traitte, 7 March 1657, oi.ted Innis, 
,.!meCit,., 40. The individuals concorned ,care Lauzon 
and bis nominees: soe Chapter IV. 
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But by the til!l!l this measure cal!B into foroe, other more 

desperate efforts to secure economic viability were also being 

1DD.de - in the form of aettleJWnt among tho Iroqoia. For, although 

the peace overtures of tho Iroqois uere so cautiously received, 

tho precarious economic position of tho French colony made this 

proffered friendship enormously important - far more important 

to the French than it was to the Iroqois themselves. It offered 

a means of fill!lilcial salvation, if only the opportunity ~ould be 

' suoceosfully exploited. In fact, the Onondaga settlement of 

1656-8 turned out to be another of tho fleeting contacts that 

cbllracterised the relations between Jesuits and Iroqois during' 

tho period of Jesuit pre-olllinonce in New Franco; but the pattern 

of these contaots, as 118 shall sea, is not without significance. 



Cha:eter III 

Jeauit-Irooois relations before 165§. 

Tho relations betrreen tho Jesuits end the Huron Indiana in 

New France have been extensively exemned by historione, for obvious 

reasons; Jesuit contact with the Hurons was battol'-8stabliebed 
. . 

and longer sustained than with any other tribal group, and more 

fully documented. ThEl H~ons wore piokod out by tha Jceui to in 

the early 1630• s as likely targots :for conversion e~d 11Francisation11 • 

They were a sedentary poople, numarous and concentrated in a 

sl!lall c.roa.1 It would be relatively eaey to establish m:l.esio.narieo 
. 2 

in their vill~a_ once their initial wariness bad been overoomo, 

and through their elabora to net11ork of trading c onnq_oti one thoy 

might eventually aproad the word nmong moro distant tribes. 
. ., 

From t4e first misoion of Fathers Brebeut, Daniel and Davost 

in 1634, to the destruction and di~persel ·ot the Hurons l?Y the 

Iroqois, overy develop~nt.and inoidont in tho relntionohip between 

J~suit nnd B~ was meticulously dooume~ted, in the Ralationa 

. ' 
l. Ttlo documonts on this oubject - tho eolection or the 

llurone - ara included in S.R. Uoaling's brief solection 
from tho ~elgtions (Toronto: 1969) s a lett.er from l'a.ul 
le Jeune to his Father Provincial i.;11 Paris, dnted 1634, 
and part of lo Joune•s Rolation far 1634, 110n tho mano 
of converti,ne the Savagea"• See l!ealing, 22-31. 

2. They were at first very .1ary: see Lanctot, . History of Canada 
I, 164s Innis, Fur Trade, 29; Hunt,. Wars or the lroooia, 
55. It is perhaps north noting the commercial oloment cf 
this wariness. The projcctod mission contros were on tho 
"fur r0\1te11 from the interior to Quobeo and Port Oranges 
see Kupp, Fur Ttade Relations, 98. 
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J9$1B1 1'199. JMDd,t@il c,1! botb. A vholo Mrttative 18 pla~ 
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was obtnined in barter with the nurone during the au r of 1633. 1' 

But the ttaoka of the Iroqoia w re a.lao resumed. TWo Frenchmen 

were: killed in an ambush in June 1633, and the colonists suffered 

more scattered raids.. Champlain a.ppealed twice to Richlieu 

for reintorc mentsa with just 120 men, he asserted "dans un an 

on a rendra maiatre bsolu d.e tous ces peuple en y apportant 1 • Ord.re 

requis,. et celle augmentera le oulte de 1A religion et Wl trafiq 

inoroy:able •• • " . 14 Trade and evangelisation are linked, 

The Jesuit misdiC!l8.ries also followed th trader when in 1634, 

a trading-poet and tort were eetablished at Three River • Thia 

is tbe place whioh, as Salone e i,hasises , remained "le grand 

rendez-vaus des traiteurs et des sauvages , le grand rohe du 

castor", tor all the fir t half of the 17th century. The J suits 
15 were the first seigneurs at Three Rivers. 

It was not only at Thre Rivers that the French were atte: pting 

in 1634 to drum up trade. A party of Dutchmen who eet out in 

Dec mber that year trom FonOrange on a. journey to Mohs and 

Oneida country r ported many tracee of Fr nch traders. They 

vere told that six Frenchmen bad been in me of the Otle1d villfAB' 

in "the m011th or August of this year" , and had gi n the lndi 

•good gifts" 1 the Dutchmen saw tor the lve "very good axes", . 

1:,. i sU,1$J.M l~'.5'.5 , cited Lanctot, op.cit., I , 153. 

14. Letter at Champlain to Richelieu 15 August 1635, in 
Cpl.l !Q~~9P de Manusquta ••• 

15. Salone, Col9Jlis1tion de lg., Nguyellg lrAMI• 62. 





unaware of tho potential importance or Three Rivers to tho trade 

when they took their leading part in the founding of the post. 

Coincidentally enough, the µ~lntion of 1636 contains a long 

repudiation by Le Jeune of accusation~ against the Jesuits of 

fur trading. He explains that beaver skins nre the. currency 

of New France. Day-labourers 1fould rather be paid "in this 

money than in any other"• The "Gentlemen of the Company11 do 

not object to the use of skins a.a currency, 11 provided that, in 

the end, 1J,he ski-nil came back to their storehouse, and do not 

oross the sea except in their ships0 • By paying for gooda with 

aldne the habitant saves "the 25rb that tho market price givos 

/J,he goodJi/ over that in France for the riok they run upon the 

sea". La Jeune points out that if the missionaries were really 
·' 

involved in trade and the Gentlemen? know nothing of it, "they 

would not be very vigilant in their affairs and in the principal 

part of their business" •19 He~ apologi'?l':S, after eight pages 

of reflections liko this, for 11duelling oo long on what did not 

merit an answor11 • 20 

The 1656 Rolntion was not concerned entirely with the fur 

trade, howovor. It has also been described as "a true emigrant's 

19. In 164:,, the Company of Ha.bi tants did in fa.ct issue a 
statement to certify th~t the Jesuits took no part in the 
fur trado; it was appended to the Relation of th.at year 
{XXV, 77-9) • As Parkman pointed out, however, the 
statement merely proves that "tho Jesuits were neither partners 
or rivals or the Company's monopoly"c Joeuits in Nor"f:h 
America, 466. 

20. Relations, n, 111-a:,. 
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handbook", for Le Jeune aet out in it all tho advantages - and 

tliaadvantages - for which the settler should be propared. It was 

clear to tho Jesuits that emigration from France mu.st be encouraged 

if the colony l'tere to remain viable, and tho Relations, which uere 

read td th such interest in the mother country, were a useful vehicle 
, ·: 21 

for colonisine propaganda. For all the Jeauite• efforts, howeve~, 

the French population on the st. Lawrence romain9d pitifully.s~ll: 

in 1642 there wore still only a.bout 300 habitants spread betueen Beaupre, 
• 22 

Beauport, ~hree _ _R~vers and Quebec. 

By tho early 16401a, besides the colonial propaganda, a now theu:e 

appears in the Relations - the question or uhat is to be done about 

the Iroqois. The Jesuit view is that they must be either brought 
23 

into alliance with the French, or exterminated. It ia true that 

after the Engli~h oooupition, the treaty of 1624 was disregarded. 

T}:le treaty was broken off in 1627. In 1634 two Frenchmen wore killed at 

Three Rivers, and in 1637 the so.mo vulnerable settlement was surrounded 

21. See Relations IX, 185-91, "Some Advice to those uho Desire 
to Cross Ovor into Nev Prance 11 •. The influence of the 
Relations mis considerable in pioua and wealthy circles in Frances 
an anonymous reader provided tho fund.a for the building of 
tho Uotre Dame des Anges seminary in 1635, and another 
financed the establishment of the mission at T}lree Rivers: 
Lanctot, Jm.cit., 163-4; for the influence of tho Relations 
on tho Duchesae d I Aguillion and Mm. de la Pel trie, .!J.?.ia• • 
165; f.laiaonneuve and La Dauveraiere too may well have 
been influenood by the Relations: Dallier de Casson, 
History of l'lontreal ( Toronto: 1928; R. Flenley, ed.), 63, 71. 

22. Lanctot, .sm.cit., 172. 

23. Relations XXI, 271: letter of Charles L~ema.nt to tho 
Assistant de France in Rome, 28 February 1642; 3ee also Vimont•s 
Relation of 1643. 
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by a. large pirty ot Iroqois warriOL"3, 24 but the raids and ambushes 

were as yet infrequont compared rith the onalaUght the colonists 

waro to suf:f'el" in the early 16509s. Still, tho attacks uere being 

intensified, end a neu noto of fiorco anti-Iroqois feeling ia evident 

in the Relations. 

In 7:ho Wars of the Irogo1s, Bunt points out that during the 

1650's, the Iroqoio ware far mare ofton attacked by the H~ono 

than the reverse - an observation which 1o a. useful oountor-l>alance 

to Parkmn'e partra.ynl of the Iroqois SB an "insensate oov~ge". 25 

In the course of the 1640'a, however, tho Iroqois did move onto 

the ottonsive; the raids of 1642 ho.ve been described ea "the trua 

beginning of the long and desolating Vl11'3 of tho lroqois". Thie 

was the year when Father J ogues iu captured as he accompanied a 

f'leet of nuron canoes roturning :from a trading expedition to 

~uebec. 26 During 1642 and 1643, the missiono.riea posted in remote 

Indian ville.gea received no supplies from Quebec, ao thorolJiihlY 

were lines o-r communication disrupted by Iroqois raids. In 1644, 

24. Lanotot, .9.E.oit., 17. 

25. 11'l'he Iroqois seemed to fear the sa-,age allies of tlew 
Fl'anco even uhen at home"t 'tiara of tho Ir99oi§, 72-3: 
eoe also Jaiooson, Narratives or New Nothorland, 150, 
t~ the OneidD.S' :fear or the Frenoh eavai'es; Parkman, 
houever, oo.tegorioally atateo that the Hurons at this 
period "lived :In constant. fear of tha Iroqo1B11 : Jesuits 
in North Amerioq~ 149s £Cir one of his oharactorisationa 
or the Iroqoia, their insatiable rage f'or conquest and 
homicidal frenzy, ibid., 540. 

26. Ja11eaon, l{arra$1yes of new Rgthorlapd. givoo a detailed 
list or tho documentation ot Jo~s• oa.ptivity, and, 
1noiudes Jogues• account of "Navuum Bolgium": 240-1, 
257-a. 
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Father Dressmd wns ta.ken prisoner at Three Rivers by a uar party 

of f arty Iroqois; like J agues, he suffered terrible hardshi~ in 

captivity before bei~ ransomed by tho Dutch. 27, 

The Jesuits ,rere suffering' like all the Frenoh 1n Cana.do~ 

from an increaee in Iroq.ois hootil1ty which can be exlll,llined only 

in terns of developmanta outside tho narr01, boundari~s of llew Franoe. 

By about 1640., the beaver population of tho Iroqois h\Dlting-Bl"ounda 

in proeent-day Ne~ York State was seriously depleted by 31Sara of 

indiscriminate hunting.~ The Iroqois needod beaver to carry on 

the trade with the Dutch which bad by nw beoom aseontia.l to them, 

so thoy had. to look a.bout for alternative means of obtoi!l.ine skins. 

The nov role tbnt they deoided to asswoo was that or middlemen in 

the north-west trade,. 
28 

To this end, they- ma.de oeveral et.farts to 

negotiate peace with the ~ncb; it tea when their overtures ,~re 

robutfed that they began the offensive tba. t was to cul.mi.Date in 

tho events of 1649, And their attacks wore the more deadly because 

:f'rom about 1639. the Iroqois uoro obtain:mg firearm :from Dutch 

28 .. 

Vumont givos an account of Brossani:te oe.ptivi ty in the 
,Rel,a,t;lc;n of 1643-4 (Relations XXVI, 3'-5, :,9-51) s 
Breesani•s 0tm description of his experiences ap_pears 
1n two letters written on 15 J'uly nnd 31 August 16441 
see Bolatigng XXXIX, 6'3-77, 77-8'5. . . . 

Hunt, J?l?•sJi•, 74, Ooldstein, Freneh-Irogoio ~iromatio 
a;,.d Jfilitar;v; Relations. (The Hagoo - Paris: 19 9 46-7s 
Tooker, "The h-oqoia Defeat at tho Buron", Pa9!ylvania 
Jrcbaeolorisj; XXXIII, 116-7, discusses ~lease's 
theory that the Iroqo:is pl.rumed to "oust Imians who 
lived in area.a where furs could be obtained by hunting, 
and to hunt these territories themselves"• but pref'ere 
llunt•s view that the wars were due to the Iroqo:is' 
4,esiro to become mf.ddlomon. See Allen w. Treleaae, 
Jp(Ha.n, Af {:"rs J.n,Cplontal yew Yol'k in the, pexenteenth 
centw, Itbaoa, N.Y. 1960, 
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tradors in New Netherlam.29 

In 1641, a largo band or Iroqoia cali:8 to Threo Rivers to roturn 

French captives and to condmt peaoe nogotiations. 30 Montmaeny -

and Fathor Rnguoneau, who was also present -- did not givo thoa a 

IJYlilP!lthetic hearing. They proposed that Iroqois and French shouJ.d 

becOl!IO one poople• but no crmtion WQO mdo of the Indian allies of 

the French. The Iroqoi.B 1 aim, olearly, was to immobiU.so French 

rcsistrulco uhile they dioposed of the Hurons and Aleonldns. 

~lomngny refused to I!nke a treaty which did not include the French 

Indians. Iroqoia attacks were reoumed almost nt onco. 

It li2S during tho darkBot day., of the Iroqoia offe?UJive that 

the J'esui ta and loodine la~nt \Of tho colony bTousht to fruition 
' -

their plans for the formtion of th.a Commune.ute dos Habitante. 31 

In the foUo-c,iJig yea.rs, good supplies of furs were tranaportod to 

the French aottlemonts under tho protection or ooldiers - two SI!Ylll 

grou~ of reinf orcementa bad arrived in 1642 ond 1644. 32 Tho 

29. In spite of the roputation of the Dutch in New Franco, 
\Jhoro they were much blamd for supplying the Iroqois 
with wa.pons, the trade in fire-arms was in fact illegal: 
seo ~an Renaaola.ei:::R,oyior t:tpnu.scriptp (van Laer. Albany& . 
1908 , ed.), 426, 565, for ordinances of 1639, 1641 
prohibitin,z the sale at i'ireal'm3 to Indiana; far the 
ef1"ect cf the trade, see lt,armtivea gf New Nethorland, 
274, "Journal of :Rew Nothorland" 1647: llith guns, the 
Mohawks aro auccosaful against their Canadian onemiea whero 
be:f Ol'e "they derived 11 ttlo advantage". 

3(). Hunt, .SJ?•s.il•, 74-5; Lanctot, Rist01;,t of Canadn, I, 171; 
Goldstein, JU?■Oit., 66. 

31. see above. 17-18. 

32. Relations XXIII, 289; Dollior do Cnsson. ,sm.cit., 167; 
Jm.cit., 123. 
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iaMl w~o·o~01,'te4 tho Sur~ cmi083 doun-river in i64'- hnd tdntercit 

in tho J&$Uito• .misa~«t•h~S~-ot th~ Jeauits8-8~,.:,, 

Wb.r»-& uan at th1e tim' a rospj.t4t tw the Fronob sott1era and • 

thoir allies. A:1 b::olianee ct-J?r1eot1em tir~ed by l!ent~y ,in 

164'- led, anor 1~ and c,omplex negotiotions, to a. l)eace be~n 

the Mohawks and 'tho Fcpnoll end P~ JncUmm.~ ft Harte ".e 

l 1ino~ttco,, tbe· peaot seemed· ,like 5 mtracle trom heaveQ.1'4 

to later aenoraticna able to tollc;>w an account ot tho .nogotia.tiew> 

in the .r~ .dt;ndT,~s.uit9. it ep~ rather aQ:e tto:rldly• the 

Pl'odUOt •of bUJll!m dupliatty r4ther than bea.veD11 inepJ.ration. 

~e ;,·e!Ju1t tatliere Vimtnt gnc1 Le Je .. w~ olosely aoscoi~ted 
i , . 

utth 101\~ at· aqa.-y atage of .tho d1acU4e1ona, and 'tlithout the 

lm<n1led&E) Of tlw:b:- Superior, LtlletOeDt;, ~ aeel'&tl.1. &£1'00d with 

·t>io Jroqoio to abaudCil thou ~~ alliQs• "- Fol", fill -~he 

dubiouo dealings that pro4uce4 it, .. ho~vel'a the ·p.,aoe clid ~ 
-

Ul f~q thrqugh the follotling year .. and th$ Bur«w brovgbt 1$1'~ 

C&l'Boea of~ dotin the st. ~~~ - so largo• in tact~ ~t 

scm furs had to NmiD \11'18old tor lack at tr46.e sooae;.-~ 

~1q · .... , · , · , · 

( 

,,~ .. hlm~l-MQ ►.umtm~- ·~XIII,. 2$91 Dollier ·de 'CU.SSG1_~ 
~9~0,i:fa~-· 1&7.f !lt.m~, >Jm•s.l--• ,, • 

. : ,..~.-..... ~;. ,:,,.:>;::• ~\_... • '1. • 

. - ,Kt'.l,l'rb . a ':f)all c.c~oµat Qt tho negotietiono•. aee ltunt, • 
. ~C~i; 77•81:, , . llhim Loloeent finolly did letJl"Jl 

tho ~th,. be ont:ore.cl tb8 ~tory !n: ~tin. in ths 
~m&l d9s ,tu~e1 Wl'lt.h the re=rk ti,at ·.-wat ,lfflB 
WJ>:,«-.iiJing therein ves tmt •cv '.fath&rs sent vs no 1 

vcr4. i,t t\U th~t'li' • 'btB,tigoo, XIVlI•. 14'1-5>• 
, . ' ~ 

· • 56~ itl-etim ·XlVXlI.; 14111· 2,1., • 
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The close involvoD)8nt of the Jeouits in diplcmntio activity 

continued. We road :i:Jl the Relations of 1645-6 that, "MOl'lSieur 

our Governor having resolved to eend two Frenchmn to the country of tho 

~nnierronnon11 , Father Jogues readily agreed tog~. , ne had a 

double purP,ooe. He hoped to convert some of those Iroqoia who had 

treated him kindly during bis captivity in 1642, ~nd indeed 

the Relatign refers to his journey- as the -start of the "Mission 

• or the H!ll"tyro"; but ha also had a political mission. Ue 11as 

to persuade tho Mohawks, the only Iroqoie si8zm,tories of the peace, 

to prevent tho upper Iroqois from passing through Mohawk territory, 

to trade td th the Dutch or :f'ight_ Hi th the FrenQh• In the first 

, Iroqois village ho reached, Jagues ia pictured for us as he 11sets 

forth the word of Onontio and of all the Frenoh ••• u.37 Bo vas 

recoiv9d ttith great courtesy and display of affection, and 'I.ms 
' ~ 

assured that his message would bo 5iven serious consideration. 

After reporting to Quebec the outeomo or these disoussiom, Joguea 

·set Qff again to the country of the Iroqois late in September. 

Lesa than a month afterwards; he was dead at the hand. of a Hobo.wk 

assassin of the Bear clan, and Iroqoie attaoks on the French and 

' their Indian alliee were renewed tli th vigour. 38 

Tho usual explanation of the Iroqois hostility mt by Jogues 
' . 

on his return journey-, the one which has entered into the foll".lore 

YT• .rutla:tio,ns, XXIX, 49-531 Lanctot, Jm•.2!1.., 81•3• 

:,a, For an account of Jogues' life, and bibliography', see 
n,c,B., :,a7...g. 
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ot Ii~w France; is that they- qtuapeoted a bl.lick box which he 1m 'tt1 th 
,, 

I ~e thtlt bofoll thm!l oocn e.r.t~r Ms departuro - siokrlosCi droueht• 

tad.hQ, . The ~enc.h hear4 or J~t death a Jeaz B~ it COC~t . 
' • 

CoV'amor di Bov Botherlend, to f.t~tt:eanY;> • which put f ot'Wdd tho . . 

theory a\~ou1: the blaQk b0%.. ~ . etory hae been accepted DJid 
I ~ I 

])erpotunted by. een1Dra.t1-. <'f b!stor!Ane•. , but !11.mt i,ejecta it 

f1l'mlr• '?here is ~denee ~t 'tm 111t1t'jor of Joguee ffllB not 

generally po~· among th& lroqof.8, as wotlld ~ .lulyt) bQon th& 

cooo had thG lomxit bean ra~ed. 81' a. ~ngor _or pl8$U0 ll'!'ld· eutto~. 

When he, anive4 ta Eohtlvk terr:ltoi-y,, 3~"'Uea found. that a WEW party . . . 

uas· alrea~ oa its way to .. F'!,ri Richelieu, imil tbat -cnvQYa hD.4 been . ' .. 

oent to raise ,nuc.riare ;.mmg otlJer tn;bes. .It seems l!k.ely that 

the \¢6th or the &oqo1E:i had ~n roo.ce4 11~ by the black box; buil 

by the rich fUJ!' ccnvoy ot tho Bur~• By t~o terms of th&. ~aty 

ot 1645, thQ Hur~ ~ A~~, were to trade WS.th th& Iroqoto 

as mll &e v.ttb the Preneh, end the ~c!s 1mre anztously at1aiting 
. ' ' . 

roplenisbE)mt of t}ioir euppl:tcs cf sldne tor tred1ns wt th th& J)utoh. 

the followirJg ~ they saw the, HUQlS bring down t~e St; Lawrence 
' . . 

eo ·tMJ!y furo that t~ Froboh ware not ·even able to purobeao them aU, ' ; . 

but tho I~.oqoio bad no part !D. thG e:change.- If fm'o could not 
f 
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be obtained through trade with tho Hurons, the Hurons tiould have 

to be supplanted. 40 

The period trom Joguea' doath to the dispersal or the Hurons 

was one of intense diplomtic activity among tha Iroqois tribes and 

• their neighbours. Thia activity is chronicled by Vimont, 

Ragueneau. Lalement and the other compilers ot the R~latiops, but 

tho French were not themselves directl;y involved& the parleys 

they desoribo took plo.ce between 'H'.,U'on and Onondega, Susquehanna . ' . 
• d O ... A ... .-. 41 .an no~a.• The Hurons were attempting to split the Iroqoia 

:confederation, while the Mohawks, ib particular, fol t increasingly 

·1ao1e.ted and driven to fight for their COJIIOOroial life. 42 

. ' 

Ironically eno~h in view of the impending disaster, the Jesuits, 

at this period wre well content with the progress of the Buron 

mission and confident o~contin\d.ng s1r:cess, and their attentions 
1, 

were ooncentrD.ted on H\U"onia. The Hurons were unable to bring 

' their furs downstream in 1647 because the lroqoia were blockading 

the river, but tbia doea not seem to have disturbed them greatly 

- they had acquired plen:tiful supplies of trade goodo in the 

previous year - ·~t1d in 1648 trading was again very a~tive at 

40. • See ~unt, .9a.cit •• 82-6. 

41. Seo Hunt, ,22.oit,, S2-6. Tr18g&r, "The French Fresenoe 
in Huronia", c.n.R. XLIX. 1,6-7, argues that from 1645 
onwards an anti-French party was growing aroong the llurOllS 
which ained to break the French alliance and establish 
trado links w:l. th the Iroqois: ha sees the Huron-Onondaga 
parlays as part or the effort at rapprocheoont. 

42. Runt, .gn.,£U., 88, 91, 
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!JOJ1trcel and !faclOUDOOC, 43 In ·Match l64_9, li'atlm" Ragtrme.a\1 wrote 

~om nurmia to Oimli'fe, oawral of tho Sooioty or Jesus• th!lt 

tho outlook f~ the, cht.ll-C.h there waa bettor th.(m ever befo~.­

l3ett1een ,J'fil:3 1648 an<l Ntll'Ch 1649,- 2100 Ind~, ~re oonv~t'tetl.l! 
. .. 

snd ill 1647 and 1648 av~ ,00() iliited tho sd.esion ocn~.Jlt Sainte 

Marie, ~ pri:oat& had. Sj~ppl_ios tor tliffJ~ :,eaM• 44 . What ~oed 

b£ld the Jeiruits, in tbc81) oiro1,1m3tancea, '4; oonto.ot nth t~ :h'oqoio1 

Attar tho dispersal ot tho nurona• •if mttors had dovelopsd ,· 

aoc~inz to, l:roqois expootation, thore ~ttllt have 'bee!l .:nuoh 

negotiation betmen E-renoh atti h'cqoio an eom:e~ial queati<m.Sa· 
' 

the Joouits would no doubt have 1}1.ayed 0 lea<lit>s role ;J.1?. any i3uob 
' 

purl~.. But t~ Ircqo1G 1rl tact • found the:rGolvea, no r.iearer than 

1n 1646 t~ bee oming mi441►.Jeen in the Ft-onoh trade. ,zho ea:-ly 

l650's wa3 the· time whm tllo B.'Jl.4tt.o,m ,.were ,i'illed dth horrifiod 

acoounta of' Iroq_ois hcstilitiea8 and whtm-Druillettes \ient en h1G 

mimion to enlist help 1n t1ew Ensle.nd tJgdnst the Ir0q01s.45 

11ap3neau. ropor1:ocl in tho Jl~o.Ugi of 1651•2 rumours that the 

li'oq~ts "8i'O msoing t~ li tremond.ous atta.rtk to destroY the Pi"ench 

the tollm.ng viuter.46 lJb.110 tboi-e . ves no quo0tion cf any . -

productive ·ccn.tao~- cateriL\l or ovangolionl• with the li~oio• 
. ' 

tho Je>sutta were quite, pro~ed • to fill t~ R~ti®I W.ith· 

. • ,. I • . • 

J • • 

46. Ul&it&Pwi xnvxu. 61. 
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propigancl.a against them and to lend their skills to the diplomtio 

offensive. But we have also seen how positively the Fathers reaoted 

when acy opportunity was offered for the French to gain collllllOrcial 

advantage from contact with the IroqoiB: in 16:54, in 1645, again 

in tho 165O 1s they were quick to naaooiate their missionary efforts 

with French oolllil'.l'3rcial undertakings, and tho lines between the 

two spheres of endeavour. are often blurred. In the period before 

the eetablishm::mt of the Onondaga. mission, dealings botueen Jesuit 
0 

and Iroqois ,iorc CO!llilistently based on commercial as \.'Oil as religiOU/3 

considerations, and in 1656 there again soemod colllllGrcial advantage 

to bo gained for tho struggJ.ill€ French colony from trade with the 

Iroqoie. The Onondaga. "adventure" can be seen as part of a regular 

'pattern rather than as a fleeting and unique enterprise. 
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Chapter lV 

,tesuit trading_ p.gtttjtY in,New ta:anoeJ Pol.tii,c.ql d,ewcmmrmts, 1652:1• 

Whatever aotivi ties the Jesuits may have per:f orme4 
on behalf of the government or fur trade of Itew France 
was action taken because 1 t mule the Jesuits• ,rork 
in Ruronia fosaible and did not contliot nith their 
prilloiplea. c.J 

This biatortan•s .verdict on the commercial activity of the Jesuits 

in one area of Dew France ia in essence the viow of those Jesuits 

themselves. They accepted the ZJBcessity of becoming "all things 

to all men, in ardor to gain all to Jesus Obrist", 2 end1 as Le Jeune 

ex:plained ~ his Relation of 16%, this aomatizoos inyolvcd the Fathero 

in transactions which to the outsider might appear unfitting. 3 When 

Roohemonteix ~oundly deolQrea that the Jesuits were not involved in 

trade, he is making a claim for ·them that they did not make for themelves. 4 

1. :Bruce G. Trigger, "The J~suits and the Fur Trade",. 
EthnQjdatoa XII (1965),51. 

2. Relations XXIX, 49. 

3. See above, P• 29. 

4. I.es Jesuites et la ,Nouvelle France II. 176• 177. Recent 
researches by Dr. J. Kupp in the ,Public Archives or Canada. 
bavo revealed many notarial and admiralty documents at 
!,a Rochelle ond Guienne which indicate that the Jesuit 
Superior Jerome Lalemant signed loans and contracts of the 
Oompley of Jiabitanta dealing nth very risky financial 
enterprises: t o s roln. i o the F: 1 d • 
end Cod !}aheries of North Aperica~ Vole.XV-XVI'! .Public Archives 
of Canada • 
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Whatev.er one's vietm on the morality of the matter, it is clear 

that the Jesuits did have commercial connections in Canada: from their 

earliest landings there; what is interesting is their own changing 

attitude in the reporting of commercial activity. In t .he Relation 

of 1616, Biard gives details or the stContraot d1.Assoc1ation des Jeauites 

au Tratique du Canada"• entered into before a notary or Dieppe in 

JanUllry 1611, by- wh:ioh the Jesuits, Madam& de Guercheville, the aieur 

Robin and others ware to share the expenses and the profits ot a 

Canadian mission. 5 In "An Account of the Canadian Mission" writton 

by- Father JouvancY. in 1710, the swne events are reco.lleda Mad.e.ue 

de Guercheville 1a generowa nseistanoe in founding the mieoion is aolmowledged, 

but no mention is made of' tha Jesuits• part in the transaction. 6 

In the years bet\ioen the uriting of these two· reports, the Jesuits 

,rare forced. by hoatile opinion to booome muoh more discreet· in discussing 

their commercial intorests. From tho beginning, the Contract d1Assoo1ation 

roused suspicion of thair motiveo, as Biard himelf was aware. The 

)~a.there were accused in 1629 or oom:l.M to Canada 11to convert beavers 

~athar than as.vases"; i Le Jeune•s proteotation or 1636 was prompted 

_by circulating rumours ot Jesuit fur-trading, and the Compaey-•s declaration 

ot 1643 was secured in an attempt· to quoll the still~persiatent stories. 8 

Talon reported in 166.7 that the ,Jesuit Fathers in new France wero 

employod nainly 1n distant missions, 

5, Relations III, 2'3. 

6~ Relnti9M I-, 209. 

7. See 'The Catholic ClerB'Y' and the Fur Trado•, Cornelius 
c. Jaenen, in C:.H.A. Historical Paporn, 1970, 65. 

a. Above, P• 29.· 



ouvrage digna de lcur zole et de leur piote a'il est 
oxorapt du meslanoo de l'intorast dont on los dit 
ousceptiblcs, par la ti~a.itta des pelleteriea qu• on 
Msure qu'ils font ti'UX Outaouaks, et au Cap de la 
?fusdelaine, ce quo je no acsy pas de aoienca cartru.no. 9 

Frontonao was leas «uardod: he c onsiderod mo11t of the lld.aeicme 

"de pures moqueries" and asoertod thnt the Socioty ot Jeeus was 

interested only 1n the oonver3ion or beavora.10 

In tho fnoe of this persietorlt•Jldsunderotanding' of their 

motives, it io not surprising that tho Fsthara relegated reportB 

of trade J113,tter:1 from tho Relations themselves to the secrot 

Joumpl des .lesuitoo. but now that the secrets are revealod, we 

can. quite 8asily d~ument their commercial activities. 1-lention 

hos o.lready baen made or the Journal entry on the occasion of the 

grant or a charter to tho Oommunauto des llo.biton.ts. U Tho entry 

tor 15 November 1645 records tho Pe.thars• concern at tho rumour that 

trado with tho Indi.wl uaa to be prohibited at Quobec as it already 

had been at Three uivers, Father Vimont sought the guidance of 

9. "Mcmoire sur l'etat present du Canada", L.II.:3.Q. 
Historical Docwnont.li {Quebeo• 1840), :,. 

10. Prontenao to Colbort, 2 November 1672, cited Juonen, 
Jm.oit., 73. . AB this article l!flkes oloar, the Jesuits 
were by no moans the only clerios 1n Nev Fronce vith 
commercial 1nterosts; l'rofe30or Ja.enen deals nl.so with 
the trade activities ot the necolloto, Sulpitiana and the 
vomen•s orders. See the Journal dea JesuJ.tg itself, 
June 1641J ••the room of ••• the Ursulines• priest is 
inspected, and more than 260 pounds weight or Beaver sldna 
are taken from him, after he had boasted that he bad oome, 
and that he would givo theID to the warehouse only for a 
goocl sum ..... 

11. See above9 P• 18. 
' 



"M• dos Chastelets, general Manager", on the question, and the diarist 

was able to report a favourable outcome: "the conclusion was that 

••~ this matter would prcceed for us ae usual, but that w should 

cazey it on quietly,..12 We read also of discussions of the beaver 

trade at Sillery, 13 and learn 'that when Fremin vas sent to the Cap 

de 1n Madeleine mission in 1665 he was relieved or all responsibility 

for the fur trade in order to devote biznselt to evangeliaati on amon« 
14 

the Montagnaio and Algonkins. Commaroio.1 activity among the Jesuits 

of New France must be accepted as a fact of tho oolony•e life. 

The trade uhich has so far been considered, tho1J8h arguably 

contrary to the conati. tution ot tho Society of Jesus, took place 

l·Jithin the lagal limitations impooed by the government of Uew France. 

Th~b the regulations uere variod from time to time, it wae quite 

legal, as Le Jeune was at pa.ins to explain. for peltriea to be 

used a.s currency within the coloey. And tho UBual legal means of 

obtaining skins from the lndiaM ~as through barter at ouch centres 

as Sillery and Tbree Rivers and Cap de la l'~deleine. l5 The next 

question to be oonsidered is whether the Jesuits also took part in 

the trading that went an outside tho law - whether they qhoso to 

interpret in the interoats of their order the temporal as wall as 

the ecclesiastical ;aw by which they were thear8tically bound. 

12. Rglati om XXV~I, Q9. 

13. • 1tglq.tio,e xxx. 187, 19 Jtfly ,1647. 

14. .Journal' dee Jesuites 17 August 1665, cited Jaenen, ,ga.cit., 
• 72. 

15. Jean Hamelin, Eco o et Societe en tlouvelle- ance 
(Quebe01 • 1960 • 48-51, gives a summary or the varying 
regulati~s governing tho fur trado between 1627 mid 1700. 
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There is no doubt that the inbabitants of New France engaged 

in illegal trade on a very large acale. The fact that successive 

go~ernors had to iasua numerous reiterations of prohibitions against 

smuggling indicates how wide-spread the practice naa, and how little 

notice lraB taken of the probibi tiona. Three ordinances or Honttr.at.JDY 

between August 1646 and June 1647. :for exa.Jllple 1 -each 11reitem·1 lea 

ordres deja donnes" in natters of trade.16 Lauzon•s ordinances 

of 1652-4 also include n hi~ proportion of trading regulations: 

ona dated 28 April 1654 is aimed at.preventing "le 'divortiesement 

des castors et a.utres polleteries 11 • 27 The 'diverted' furS found 

their "tm.y into the hands a£ Dutch traders of New netherland• for 

reasons which are easily discernible. Dutch trade good.a were supe:ttior 

in quality to those of the French,. and prices a.t -Fort Orange t:ero 

alua~ lower than in Quebec - tha difference varied, but in 1653 ' . 

one ell of Flemish linen cost two livres in New Amsterdam and twenty­

eight livres in Quebec; in 1662 a hogshead of French wine cost about 

400 livrea in new France and about 140 livres in New Netherland. 
,. 

French records of 1665 mention a price di:f'ferenoe of 1oo;t, and tbia 

uas even after the intaITuption of supplies to Neit lletherland brought 

P.G. Roy, ~no.es, Cpmmi§§iQ!!,l;Lef:o._,, I des Gouyerne~ 
et Im:endants de M?r Nouvelle Framm,Beauceville = 1924 
I, 7-9,- ~din~noes·dated 12 August 1646, 21 September 
1646, 25-June 1647• 

17. Lauzon•a Ol'dinancea appear in Rlmport, do 11ai:0Myiste qe la, 
_froyipq,e de OJlebgc pour 1924-5, • '377-90. 
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about by the En$1:lsh conquast.18 When the so.me amount or boaver 

would procure t~ce as muoh merchandise outside the regular channels 

as within them1 it is hardly surprising that the habitants or Uew 

Franco felt it lforth their while to overlook the regulations. wh:toh 

bound them to turn war their skins to the Company warehouse, and 

to ecoept a fixed price for them. 

'l'he Dutch author! ties were t'l8 much oppoaed as thoso ot Quebec 

to the activities of the •rree traders•, and sc,ught to control the 
' 

flow of. pror~ts f'rom their aottlementa into ottic:l.al cbannole. 

An ordinnnce ot 1642 isoued in Renaselo.ersvyck proclaimed that private 

traders not <mly 11wroagod the honourable patroon in hia jurisdiction", 

• 19 but o.lso impoverished the inhabitants. Pieter stuavesant, Gwernor 

ot New Netherland from 1647 till 1664, was repeatedly informed vhen 

thD Directors of the West India Compaey- were replying to hiE letters 

that whllt interested them moat tiOO "your deliberation to prevent 

the emuggling in the fur trade11
; 
20 but in 1660, ha still had to report 

that "cm ~ third, if not a ,half" of tho beavore exported by way Qf 

New Englalld, no duty had been paid. 21 Neither was 1 t only tbe Dutch 

lS. Kupp, ,ga.cit., 2'4. 

19~ Yew Renaselaer-Bow;tu Hnnwcnpta, 626-7, ordinance ct 
10 October 1642 "proh:lbitina freomon end private traders 
from coming ... within tho limlte of' the colony"• 

20, D n . e o o Co o H o f Sta e 
o.t Now IF., Albaey: 1856•87 - hereinafter referred to ae 
U.Y,C.D;. 7XIV, 400, Directors to St\WWSant, 22 December 
16571 for other remarks by tho Direotora on the 8l.UIJ3 
matter, '373 (19 December 1656), '98 (15 September 1657), 452 
(22 December 1659). 
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and Fron<:h authorities in North Amorioa who had conate.nt struggles 

with :flaunters ot commorcial reGU].ations. In tho recordD of I-1aesaohusotta 

and canneotiout, for e:mmple, mo finds .repeated prohibitions against 

1,llegal trodo. 22 In ovary colony the lopla.tors faoed the same 

/ diffioul tys as lang as there t1ore profi to to be made thr~h the 

exercioe ot poraonBl initi~tive, there VGro ovel1"'tlhore colmiste pre~red 

to fnoo the posoibilit1 of prosecution. And the Dutch wero porhaps 

the most oingle-mindod trodors of all. 

Tho Fronoh holdora ot ttm-trading monopolieB from tho Frer.ch 

crown had mny obligations re8ardinc the tranepcrt of settlers to 

tho Ht. Lawronce1 tho supporting Of priGato and the encourageoont 

of evangoUBntion. 23 The Du.toh holdoi•s of the Now ?lothe.rlaud Company 

monopoly gre.ntod in 16141 on the othor hand, undertook iD return for 

their J)l'1viloeeo 0Dly to nap the llew !fetherland ooaatline, 24 They 

we~ not much con.oernod with the oonv~rsicn ot the Indiana. 27 In 

22. 
. 297, 
~. !rha Ppblis..B,ecorns Mths g otsa.y 9t: Qonne,cti9l!i (J • J.tavm<acl 
ll'rumbull ad,, I:tarttord, 1850 , 11 113, 1451. 16,, 197. 

23. Seo "Aote pour l'eotablieaoment de la Compagnie dee 100 .Aaeocieo 
... ", 1627, inc. Nioh. Tho)!rench Regilga (O~adian Historical. 
Documents Series, •SoarboroUt?h, Ont., 1965), 18-19. 

24. Kupp, .sm.cit., ,s. -

25. see c.R~ Boar~ The Dutch Seaborne Empirt, (Londcu, 1965), l50•5lf 
Dutch Calviniet ministoro ill Now Nothorlantl mre more ~onoorned 
111th the prascmoe of Frotoatent dissenters than with the ttad,mttedly 
tha.Dkleaa taek11 of ocnvereion; the Directora t.-ere not even much 
conocrned With tho diesentors, as long o.e thoy oauaed no annoyance 
to thoir nelshboura - St\WVeeant wao ins trootod not to be too 
otrio~ with thee, as be might cl1saourege 1mrr!gro.t1on. The contrast 
1'1th0 tho roli,p.Ol1D orthod.0Z7 of the FNnoh authoritiao could bardl.J 
be mre markodl 
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the 16401B there were in Renssolaersuyck "as~ traders c.s persons",~6 

and the patroon of tho settle:ment was certainly an example to the 

colonists~. Kiliaen van Rensselaer's long Memorial of 1633 to the 

Assembly of Nineteen of tho West India Company duel t on the possibility 

o£ diverting the trade Qf the "French Indians" from tha River of 

Canada. to New Netherland, and in· 1641 the aame matter was atill 

exercising hint; 

I bave not given up tha hope, if the Lord td.ll 
grant me a tew years more, of diverting to the 
o olony n large part of the furs o£ the savages 
who nm, trade with the French in Canada, and 
nothing grieves me more than that ,,e now dispute 
With one another about forml1tiea and do not 
oven touch llha t is to yield proti ta~ 27 

Am van Rensselaer t-as not tho first Dutch trader to realise that 

rich possibilities might lie in the diversion of the Fronoh trade, 

In 1626, Isaac de Rasieres reported to tha Directors or the \'lest 

India. Company his plans for persuading tho Minquaeo (Mohawks) to 

11oome to an agreement td. th the French Indians" which l'rould enable 

the Dutch allies, to trade for skins in the north. De Rasieres provides 

a glimpse of the commercial anarchy prevailing in tho North American 

colonies at this period: 

~ n the French cannot procure JjiampVJi unless 
they come to barter for :Lt Hi.th our na.tives'in 

26, , tiar,rativ,es of J!e)[ J:IethEJ.am, 274• , Th~ remark occurs in 
the "Journal of New Netherland, 1647", probably taken 
from a copy-book or Willem Kieft, Govornor or New 
Netherland 1638-47. 

2!'/. Jan nenssala9P:Bowier Ma.nuscrtem, 553, van Rensselaer 
to Toussaint Muyaa~, 6 June 1641. The Memorial ar 
163,, 244-6. For further illustration at' van Rensselaer's 
commercial philceophy, see also 411, 48,. 



the north, just as the Bro.mists of Plymouth 
come near our places to get vampum in exohnngo. 
I beg to submit to your IIonors ghethor, if we 
oould overtake French or English sloops here, 
it would not bo ~ll by some means or other to 
toke the trade away from them, eithor by force 28 or by spoiling their trade by outbidding them • •• 

With commarcio.l. competitors like de Rosieres, the Fronch could 

hardly afford simply to wait at Three Rivera or Quebeo till the 

Indians should-choose to bring down their turs, and the Jesuits, 

tf81l-inf orzrod and practical men, !J!USt have realised it. Their 

compatriots in North America certainly did. In 1615, Champlain was 

already awre that "the real, eventual onelJU t-iaa the Dutchman in Fort 

. Nassau and New Amsterdam", 29 and in the l660•e.,Talon tma still pointing 

out the sane dangor.30 

It can never be prwad oonoluoively tlmt .the Josuits, faced w.Lth 

the neqesaity of prOViding material support for their apiritunl 

undortald.nas, accepted. as tho French, Dutoh and English traders around 

them did that they D1U3t take thoir profits uhere thoy could, rega.rdlaao 

of the-regulations. If t~y bartered Vi.th the Dutoh or their allies 

at OnoJ:ld.Bga, obtaining trado goods for beaver skins O thoy were 

disregarding both the constitution d their order, which forbade thom 

to onglJBO• in. trade• and tho legislotion of New Franco, which allowed 

beaver skins to leave tha colony only by way ot designated warehouses. 

2a. lAA RMmrA Pe.pa;rn (san Merino: 1924), 215, 224. 

29. M. Bishop, Cbrunpl.aina the Life or Fortitude (Toronto, 196,), 
200. 

,o. "MemOire sur i'etat prosent du Co.nadatt, 2. For other emmplea 
of French ~iness 1n tho faoe of &gGl"essive Dutch trading, 
soe Kupp, ~•cit., Chap. 1. p~oim. 
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But let u.a consider the general pattern of ooonomic circumtanoeo 

in New Frauoe and NewUotherlnnd. The Fronoh oolonista had nooesa. 

through tbair Indian allies, to large supplies of furs, but the trede 

goods they _needed for barter vere expensive to obtain from France. 

The nllies of the JJutob and. Enjiliah settloro had largely exhausted 

their hunting-ground~ of furs by 1640.31 The Dutch in P:l?'tioular, 

w1 th their strong currency and ffOod. supplies of cheap, well-made trade 

goods :from :Surope, had the kottlee and knives and cloth the Indiana 

wanted. The fur trade in North America waa regulated not by the 

ordinancee of the trading co:mpaniea, but by tho buainees instincts 

of the tradero and their sea.rah for profits.~2 What would be mo~e 

sensible than the oxchange of Frenoh furo for Dutoh trade goods? 

The Dutc:ti were eager to fulfil the detnnd for pel tries from llollaud, 

the French ma.do more p:rofi t on thoir furs if they exchanged them for 

choo.p Dutch goods rather than expensive Frenoh onea. In 1653, the: 

Dirootors of the Dutch West India Compmy :ln Holland wore suggesting 

the oote.bliohment of a Compiny tradine post 50 or 60 miles north or 
, 

Fort Orange• to divert tho northern trade from the Frenoh, so that 

at the time when the Oncndaga mission was being planned, tho Dutch 

were still preoccupi~d with the posn1b1lity of tapping French-controlled 

sources or fura. 33 

:n. tilhe £ali1ng-o£f or trade at Fort Orange from about 1640 
mo.de legally-obtained beaver skins very expensive thoro, 
and price ceil:i,ngs had to be fix~ in 1642, ae.e Treleaee, 
Indian.Affairs ••• , 11e. 

32. See T.J. Kupp, review article, O.H.R. vol. 51 (1970), 476-8: 
the 800llomic problems or the West India Company ware a,pproeohed 
not through planning but in the lig.ht Of short-term oonaidora.tiona. 

"• N. Y.c, n. XIV• 171, 2081 Treleaee, .222.oit., 123. T:releaae 
also mentions that ill 1655, Father Le Moyne was well-received 
ai a visit to Fort Orange. 
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i;h~n they heard of tho Jesuits• presence in Iroqois country in 

1656, tho Directors re&0ted cautiouely. '.Che rs port ot the 

settlement wan "not agreeable nowa to uo •••"• they wroto, "£or it 

oan only be to tho diaadvantege of our Province and tho inhabitant&"• 

They naked Stuyvesant to investigate tho matter, but thoy did not 

consider any immediate notion noceesary: "We have not aa yet deemed 

1 t advisable to · come to a final rosolution • • • ae beill8 prerr.at'UJ.'8 

and the matter parhais ot smll ocnsoquonce oril:,11 ,
34 'l'ho tone of 

tho lotter ia vory d1fferGnt from ono C)f the previouo year in wbioh 

direotions wero given for a rapid oxpoditJ.m against the Gwedes. 

on that occasicm, "no dolay or oluggishnons1
.' was to be tol.Gra.ted., 

and a ship vas oont from .4materdam with 200 sr.en end thirty-six 

pioooo of artiilory)5 'rhou«h tho French preaence vaa an nothing like 

tho scale or the swodee•, the Directors could hnve acted equally firml.1 

against th0m hnd they ccmsidored it ncoesaary. In .:fact, in tlp1te 

of som uneaeinoes, they do not seoni to hfnro rogcai'ded the .Fre.r.ch 

oettloment ao a potentially oeriouo gap in.their econom:Lc detenoos, 

and their viows uere in any caso not necessarily identical with those 

of the inhabitants of their col.any, Tho Il.ftlq.ticnD of 1656-7 include 

an aocoimt of the journey to Onondaga takon i'ron the journal of ono 

or tho F&thera or the miooicn party, nnd his remarks reintcn-oe- the 

impression that tho ?ranch praeenoe was a. aouroo ot even lose al.arm 

to . tho Iie'lf lfetherlond aettlere than it vas to the I>ireotor3 1n 

Amsterdam. The .Fath~r ~ntions rumours that the Dutch wished to 

'4. N • Y • C • n. XIV, 374, letter of Oireotors to Stuyvesant, 
19 Dcco~Qar 1656. 

35 • ., li.Y.C.D. XIV, Directors to Stuyvesant, .26 April 1655 • 
• 71 
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provide 1'horscs a."ld other oonrmoditiea" for tha French oettlers, "BS 

they are glad ths.t ve l1ill dwell in these countrios,,.'6 

A letter or 165~ writto~ i'rcm ?Jew ~otherland by Joromiae van 

Reneselaer reports "a good year for traders oa this spring thoro has 

been ti good trade" - so teany beavo~ were boing oent to tbe Nothorlmula, 

in fact, that he was afraid they would soll choap3.y.37 In the 

following winter his correapondfflts in "the· fatherlwld" contirmed 

his fear3. Two lstters ot Deoem>or 1657 J?l&nticn• the poor market, 

11&3 more boavero orriv<> than oan be sold in l'.ueoovy", and anothor 

of January 1658 expresses the wiah that "there was some demand ... 
.. , 

Pelt:ry is low".38 Balf a yos:r later, JereirJ.as was reporting tha 

opposite dii'.ficUl tis "bee.vera oro acaroe.,., "tllGff ere no beavers 

among the people11.'
9 ~so d.ralilatic changes ot i'ort'Ulle were 

cbarect2'.ristio or the fur trade, which oould so easily bo intluoncad, 

as we have seen, by fc.ctora quite outGide the OOJltrol ot the traders. 

But, even though tho "good trade" of apring 1656 is too early - and 

too laree40 - to be attributed directly- to tho prosenoo o£ the 

Joauito in Iroqois country, it is tomptin;g to connect the, steady fur 

supply ot 1657 and the dearth o:f mk:lllS 1n 1658 with tho fortunes of 

YI• Oorro , ed, A.J .F. van 
Laer a Bevelot, October? 
1G56. 

:,a. Lei!tera or 17 December 1657 from Guillitiem m,n11na. 22 December 
1657 from Anna van Re~ol.t\er • 5 J anuery 1658 from Richard van 
ReDBsei.aor, ~•• 7', 77, 84. 

'.?9• l~icJ,., 104 (to .Anna van nenoaelaer, 11 July 1658), 107 (to 
Riche.rd van Re~selaer, 28 August 1658) •· 

40 •. Jeremµio van Ronoselaer centiCllo a total ot 36,000 sldnas 
ibig., 29. 



the French in Onaid86a. 

DurJ.n« tho Jeouits• sojourn among tho lroqois, sianifioant 

devclopr.ionta took place in tho political life or Nev Franoei the 

composition of tha Council ot Quebec was altered, and Lauzon reoi81led 

hiB office before the end ot hie te1-m es governor and roturnod. to 

Frtmco. The t110 d.ovoloproonts are not unconnected, and each was the 

outcooo of oomplaint3 rr.ado in l'aris egainat abuses of' power in New 

Franco. ~auzon, intent on approprintine wh'!it profit he could from 

the fur trade, had appomtQd hie o:-m nomineoa to the Cotm.cll of Quobeo1 

nnd wsa ~ing tho D.ffairs of the CoBDUnnute dos Ra.bitnnts lfithout 

e.ny regard to t~e ldshes or the habitants thelll!Jolvee - thia was the 

report carried to the C omi;nny of Ono Hundred Asoociatas in Par.is by 

tho Q:uobec syndic Denis. Th0 Company in turn appealed to tha x~•s 

council, and a royal dG01"08 0£ iiarch 1656 oonoiderably 1ncr<tuad the 1 

de8J'88 of supervioiOJl to which the operations or the C ounail llere 

subj~ot.41 Tho samo deore0 relieved tho Jesuits of the obligntion 

to ael"'IG on thG counoil or Quebec. With his atoutest allies removed 

froza the Council and his profiteering opportunities soriou.al~ aurtailecl, 

L4uzon olearly felt that it Vll.8 time for Ilia doparture. As tho historian. 

of the 3e1gneury or Lauzon blandly puta it, •dm1s l'eto do 1656, il 

demit volontairement de sa :ohargo ot retourna e:i France•. 42 

41. At this r,oint tho Council made a nUlllber of hruJty aoaturos 
aimed at permittin(J' tho habitants to trade more freely, including 
opening tho Tadousoac trado for a yoors oeo above, P• 22. 

. . 

42. J. Bdiilon~ Roy, Riotoiro do 13 Seigiewzi! de · Luu;O}l ( L~v1tt) : 
1897) • I, 123; in this as 1n other dubiau3 apiaodes ot the 
retreatine eovornor' s career, tha book is a moaterpieco or 
apology. tlo montic:n 1B mde ot tho fact that Lawson lett 
1fith moat or tho beavers brov.ght dovn-river by the Ottowas 
:ln 165.6, • ond with ,,ooo livroo that ho demanded as travelling 
O%l»nsoa, thouah hi.a pasoago probably oost him nothinga 
BOO Lanctot, Iliat1 of Oannda,. I, 220. 
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The last-mentioned provision of the decree of 1656 wan the result 

of a request from tho Jeauita thomsolves. The loo.ders of the Order 

in Paris were ooncerned at the enthusiasm of Fathor Ragucneau for 

political activity. They folt that his over-zealous participition 

in the dirootion of affairs in U0\1 France led to such unpopularity 

for thoir order, auoh currency for the eva:r-provolent feelint that 

the society of J'esua was moro intel'ootcd in temporal than in apirituo.l 

matters, that it wao expedient for tho Fathe~ to withdrow from _public 

Political lifa.43 In tho followine year, after Ailloboust and 

taisonnouve had further ropreaented to the authoritiea in Pai-is the 

difficulties that the colony uas faoing, tho Council tm.s radically 

reorga.niaed.44 In tha reoonatituted body no pl.a.co waa allocated 

to tho Jesuits, in acoordal'lce with their wiehaa. They realised ~~t 
----

their c,onnection with the Counoil "really diminished their influenoe 

while s~~m~ to ~;~:;;~~"~45 
Th,e period of the Onondaga mission waa thw a l)Griod or o·onsidereble 

poli tioal activity 1n Uew Franca., It is most unfortunate that the 

Journ&l deg ,Teauites caverine those evonts is missine, as ie the 

43. Pon.cot, de Q.uon, Vinont and lo YLOrcier were so much troubled 
by Raguenoa.u•e involvoment in political mattero and by-
1-1:s ofi'ect on other mombore of the Ord.or that they a.ll 
at various times 'Hl'ote to the General of tho Sooiety of 
Jeaua about it. In 1656 de Quan wao directed to 1~eloignor 
le Pere Ragueneau do Quebec": see Uoohemanteix II, 1e,-.5. 

44• 1-'or dataila of the :teoreanioation, see Guotave Lanctot, 
"Tho Elective Council of Quebec of 165711 in c.rr.n. xv, 
(1934), 12,-.32. 

.. 
45. H. Eantman, Church and 8tnto in f.,a;rlt Cannd5 (Hd:l.nburgh, 

1915), 44. Roohornontoix oxpresaea vo1·y ailllilar sentimonta t 
~.oi t., !I, 182. 
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RoJ.fAUm of 1655.46 On tho departure or the Jeauita• friend and ally 

Lauzan, 1''ather Vimont wrote to the General of the Society of JeB\UJ 

that thero was rejoicing among French a.~d Indiana alike,47 but no 

m::intion ia made cf the reelings of tho Jesuits themselves on the mtter. 

Their p091 tion in tho direction of tho oolon.y' e afro.ire wa bound 

to be altered by the departure of the governor trith whom they had 

·work8d so closely and for so long. It was through I,auson that tbl) 

Joouita• spiritual monopoly was first oecurod,48 it wee throueh the 

intervention of the Jesuit Charles Lalemnt that Lauzon agreed to 

cede to the Sooiet:r or l.iotre Dame tho island on which Montroal was 

.f'oundod. 49 If thoir col:].aboratian had had no othor cOIUJequences 

than these,· the asaooiation between Lauzon and the Jesuits would atill 

havo mdo 1 ts mark an the history and develop~nt o£ New Franoe. 

Lauzon' s objectives or filling his pockets and securing the fortunes 

of his sons demnded the same ,kind of policies as the Jesuits' 1d.sh 

46. Tho nolatim• waa lost when the mossen,eer carrying it from 
tho ahip at La Rochelle to Paris vas attacked and hia papers 
acatte:red: see Relo,. XLI, 14. Tho missing portion of 
the· Jou:aial dg .rosut:ttl, frozn Fobruuy 1654 to October 
1656, was written, it seems, with unjeauitioal lack of prooision, 
en papar of a diff arent sizo from the uaual folio sheets i it 
has lona oince been lost. De Q.uen explained the la.pso 
noat pn:tnatakingly when he resumed. the folio ohoots: Rels,XLII1 
2491 eoe al.DO editor•a note in Preface, ~•• 14. 

47. Lotter or 28 Auguat 1656, cited Rochomonteix, .sm,ci;t., II, 
2,2, • 

4~. See abwe, P• 27, 

49. The cession 1raa made in August 1640, i'or tho enormou:i 
sum of 1501 000 livros, according to ParkmanJ ooe Dollier 
4e Casson, :.2Ii,oi;t., 67; Salone, .21!•£:l.t..,, 74; Lanctot, , 
Rist, 9t (fo.np.da. I, 176, 
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to extend the dominion of France and the Church without unduo expense 

to either. The mes ion to the !roqoia waa an undertaking in which 

both Lauzon and the Jesuits considered the risks to be wortl1 taking­

in the expoctation of profits, apiri tual and mterial; it m!il'ks a 

climax in the influence of their partnership over the affairs of tho 

whole colony, and in the influence of the Jesuits over Lauzon.. In 

tho planning of the Onondaga. venture, Lauzon "allowed the Jesuits 

to shape his policy, ~boulder the reeponsibility and :rs.ea the par11°.50 

He was aleo prepared to nake uhat a0e1::cd to soma observers unwarranted 

compromises to ensure tho aueooae of the expedition. No reprisals 

wero wade against Mohawk raiders vhile the peace treaty lfo.s allegedly 

in roroe. When in Nay 1656, tor instance, 300 Iroqois attacked. tho 

habito.nts or Quebec to go to the aid of the Hurons for foar of endangering 

the peaoe.51 Lauzon was replaced after hia precipitate do?nrture 

by administratoro whose outlook and :priorities wore quite diff'orcn.t. 

The Jesuits, who had for years beon as one uith tho ter.poral authorities 

of ll&w Franco, were soon in conflict with them. 

50. Eastman, JU?eOit., 20. 

51. See above, P• 10; Lanctot, Jm•~•• I, 215. 
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CHAPTER V 

Jesuits !Ans Irogoi§ aUer 15,5s. The Onondaga trl@eion in wrsRecttxa• 

On hie return to Franco, Lauzon left hia son unwillingly in hi.a 

place. By tho sulllJ!l8r of 1657 the younger Lauzan, tired of wait1.ng 

for tho orrival of the new governor from France, handed over ll.is office 

to a formr gavornor, Ailloboust. It wao with this transfer af 

authority that the Jesuits' position in the direction of new ~•ranee 

policy tot1ards the Iroqoia began seriously to be challon.ged. 

Part of De Quen•s entry in the Journal des Joauites for October 

20th 1657 reade· as f ollomu . 

Monsieur d'alliboust, governor, complains of me for 
the little o onfidenoe which I hnvo in him, saying 
that I clo not Impart to him the matters which ooncorn 
the mi.ea ion of onontage; and first, that I did not 
convey to him tho 2 preaenta vhich Pa.thor Ra.guone!lU 
bad oont to ma from the anonta.ge. Theao presents 
were nddressod to Onontio ••• Father druillettos 
conveyed on my behtll:f' the 2 Collars to Honsieur 
d1alleboust, 2 days after.l 

The following day Aillebouat held an aase~bly of the ho.bitanto, to 

which the Jesui ta wer.e not invited, whore "it 1-1ao Resolvodu, by_ oomm.on 

consent of all; presont, that the French should take measures to defend 

themelvea againat the raids of the Iroqoia: "no one should be allowod 

to commit n Theft or robbery or any other act of hostility, undor 

pretext of pea.co". 2 Ailleboust was omphaaieing that, whatever the 

1. Rela,tiona XLIII, 61. 

2. Ibid.• loe • .Q.;!1 De Q.uon•s report is hoaraoy, bocause • in reporting 
a further public meati.ne 011 Iiovamber 4th bo notes "none of our 
rathera wno called, any more than to the other assemblies" r 
~elat~R!lQ XLIII, 71. 
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Jesuits• special position with reaard to the mission during Lauzon•a 

governorship, they could no longer "considerer lo gouverneur comma une 

• 

0

quantite negligeable"~' He was also naking quite clear that Lauzon•a 

policy of ignoring breaches or the treaty in the interest or maintaining 

an illusory peace was to be abandoned. An al t0gether more energetic 

pol.icy was to be pursued, and it. was to be. directed not by the clergy 

but ·by the tempat'i:il authorl,tiee. Its obj_ect was not the gaining 

of profits or even the saving of souls, but the protec~ion or the 

lives' and propert;y or the French ee.ttler.a ar.d their ai11ea;. Uithin 

' ' 

days, Iroqoia raiders- ho.cl. bQ~n ~rested at Montreal and Three Rivers. 

Of these, five Mohawks were sent to Quebec. Ailleboust sent two 

of them to report b{:lck to their tribe an the nel1 state of affair&, 

keeping the others as hostages.4 

It was five montbs after the habitants• resolution to· defend 

themelveo against Iroqoia incursi~ that the missionnriea at Onondaga 

md~ their escape. Was the groWing hcstility Of their hosts entirely 

tho result of tho new attitude of the French settlers? It eeems unlikely. 

'l'he lliesionarieo were informed that an offensive against the French 

nas being planned throughout 16!)7.5 Tho uoefulneas to tbe Iroqois 

of the Frenoh alli~nce had diminished. The tribal wars in which 
. . 

they had. been embroiled at the titne when they first asked for French 

settlers had been satisfactorily concl~ded;6 they had succeeded in 

.. 
4. Soe Lanctot, .9.2.cit., I, 229. TJ,le no.., stern measures 

aga:Lnot the raiders were faithfully repor~ed in ~ho ~elation§, 
XLIV, 19,-7, 

5• see Lanctot, loo.oij. 

6.· See above, p.12. For a oolourtul account of tho oampnign 
against the Eries, eea l'arlcman, Jesui ta in North America, 
542~5. 



carrying off many Hurons from under tho nooos of the French during 

the peace, thanks to Lauzon•s policy of appoase!l'.ent, but under the 

nevt energetic rogime at Quebec the treaty would afford them no further 

immunity. At a moetj_ng between Froneh and !.roqois called. by 

Aillebouat in l,"ebrua.r:r 1658, an Iroqois spokeomau announced PTbe 

Iroqoia and the Dutch are united by a chain or iron, and their 

friendship cannot be broken°: 7 the Dutch wero good. allies vho provided 

guna and brandy ae well as kettles and knives and cloth. With friends 

like them, thero see"ad little need for a connection vitb the French. 

The French thenaelvea might have gained muoh more from it, had it 

really provided all th.at it seemed to offer - a means of oontao·(; 

with the Dutch mid their trade goode, tho promise of m.cmy aouls to 

be saved~ the possibility of freedom from Iroqois raiders. But in 

the early rnanths of 1658, tho »"renoh at Ononda,ea wen :faced both W1 th 

growing hostility from. the Iroqois, and with what amounted to a withdrawal 

of protection from the Fronch autlloritieo. Father le Moyne reported 

in Jmroh that the Fronch party 11 do not well know whether we are at 

peaoa or at war'' after a meaaore of Huron Christiana by Onondagas, 

"and that bof'oro the facoe of their brethren, the Franch, who perhaps 
. 8 

expected to fare no bettor theneelveon. •In their mcertainty, retreat 
I 

uaa the most prudent course. They round in Quebeo on their return 

a politioal olimato qui.to different from the one they l1ad lsft. 

7 • ,Relt& tipng XLIV" 207. 

a. RelationB XLIV, 217. The letter V&S in fact uri tten five 
days af'tor the escape or the :French party, but le Mayne 
knew nothing or thio beoa.use he was on a visit to lieu II olland s 
the reason for the visit is not si;ecified. 
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The reproaobes of Ailleboust eiust have been a rude shock for 

Father De Quen after the cordial relations his order had previously 

enjoyed with tho governor. However, Aillebouat was in office ODl.7 

temporOl'ily. The Jesuits psrhapa looked forward to another 

reversal ot attitude lfhen tho ne-w governor arrived; if oo, they wero 

diaappointed. Areeneon landed in Quebeo in Jul.7 1658, and on the 

following do.y led an attack on an Iroqois i-aiding party. 9 By this 

time there was no Pronoh sottlcm8nt in Onondaga. whose o&tety ho.d to 

be bought with appeasement, ot cOUl'Se, but Al'eonoon•a first acts ae 

governor indicatod that he intondocl to follow in Ailloboust1 e 

determined footsteps. Re a.lso expected the Jesuits to confine their 

activities strictly to eoclesioatioal mttoro: he bad been vamod 

before his departure from France against thG tendency of _the Order 

to eaaume authority in the tecporal as woll aa the spiritual sphere.
10 

The Jesuits bad becCll18 acouato~4 ~der Le.uzan to being oonew.ted 

• an matters of policy and to being kept informed ot proceedings iD 

adminiotrative oirolea, and when Argenson kept them leas in his 

cCllficlenoe they uero very resentful. De Quon wrote to the General 

ot the Society ot Jesus tho.t the nov ~overnor bolieved he ooulcl do 

without the Jesuits• oounsel, that he waa aurrcnmcling himself with 
presumpt1i0ua youth and taking their aclvico. The Jcauite even felt 

that Arsenson was "making warn on the miseionarioo, and teared that 
he might take stop, to reoreani.Se the reli(d.ous adminiotra.tion ot 

9. llela.ticma, XLIV • 227 e 

10. The warning oame from the King's councillor Lamoienon1 
Lanotot, 5.oit,, 2,e. 
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the colony. removing all authority from their order.11 Fortunately 

rar Argenson•s reputation, the Jesuits' opinion of him is not tho only 

one reoorded. Marie• de l'lncarnatian, evan though she also represento 

tho religio,,w interest in tho colOJ1¥, admired the ener,n ·a.nd straight-. 

• i'arwardneaa uith which Argenson set about tackling the ills ot the 

settlers, and her view aeel!S closer to beiog generally held than that 

ot the Jesuit fathers.12 

Tho fact ie that on their return from Onondaga, tho missionaries 

woro faced not just ui th a change ot porsonnol in tho· adtd.m.atration 

of New Franco, but ui th a uhole clumaaa or emphaois in the running of· 

the ooloey. During the period so far considered, more or less from 

the beginnings or argamsecl settlement on the st. Lawrance to the encl 

of the l650'a, it has been possible to regard Jesuits end French 

authoritios aa one. The Onondaga mLseion itsalf is an illustration 

of co-operation between church and state to pursue material and 

spiritual ends simultaneow:ily. By the end of the l650'o, now interests 

,iero gaining influence in the colony-. What hae ofton been called 

tho "heroic" pericxl ot Noli France was drawing to a olose - Rochemonteix 

actually pinpoints tho end or the :onondaga mission as the end or thia 

age: 

Avoc elle s • aohevai t 1 • enfsnce de la col Ollie 
f'rancaise, et cette premiere epoque, epoquo 
heroJ.que, de 1•evangGlisa.tion des peuplades 
indionnes dans l'Ameriquo septentrionale. 

ll. De Quen•e letter, dated 6 September 1658, is cited in Roohemonteix, 
Jm•Qit., II, 234. ·Rochemonteix' opinion of Arganaon echoes 
that Of the 17th-a. Jesuito. 

12. Richau:leau, Lettres de la reverande Mere Marie ••• , II, 
169; Eastman, s,n.cit., 43. 
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From hencotorth, ntout va ae m<Xli.fter, eo transtormer11 •
1~ 

Whether or not ono accepts this precise elating, it is certainly 

truo that tho obaraoter or the oolcmy we.a changing. The creation 

or a bishopric removed. from Now Franco the status ot a mission, 

and the character of the first bishop eMured that the voice ot 

the ohuroh in Queboa 1.0sued trom h:ls i:outh and not from the couths 

of the Josuits.14 The fur trade vao grow:tng increaoingly complex. 

The search for furB further and further afield produced no• 

apecialistB in ttbat hlld boon an important sphere or Jesu.1:t influence: 

·~ho coureure dee bots also leamt Indian languagoe and adapted 

to their customs 1n their aoaroh torture as the Fathers ha4 in 

their ae,uch for eou.is:15 'lhe intorest of 0olbert in Now Franco 

and the imposition in the early 16601s ot direct royal gOVol'DJ!'lOnt 

strongthened tho intluenao of the civil p0tfl3r in what had been 

eseont1ally a thoooratio ooumunity~ The OaondSBa lllioaion was 

the laot to be plauned and carried out llDder tho auopioee of' tho 

Soo1ety ot Jesus in Quebec. 

13. Roohemontoix, JU!•Oit., II, 155. 

'l'hG oreati on or the biShopl'ic was surrounded With a 
great deal of olericsl oontroveroy both in Franoe a."ld 
in Roffle. and even after the arrival of the biehop the 
oooleaiastical aituatian in ?Jotr Frt1nce remained. vor; 
confused for sone tim&: far a oumma17 of the oODfuSi<.a, 
aee Lanctot, Jm-.9.!i•• I, 226-?. The _biahop, Laval, 
vos oonsecrated in France in Docomber 1658, arrived in 
Quebeo in June 1659, and .reoo1ned in office until 1684. 

See =,.n .•. Cltlrk, Tho Sooial ~lopoont ot Oo.nc.y (roronto: 
1942), 44. Clark ccnaider3 that betveen 1660 and 1700 
tho i'ur trade VWJ exarciainl; its groa.teot s001ally disorganisiJlB 
in£1 uenoe in .i,ev .France, 
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Tho •neu men• of tho civil nuthoritieo did not overlook tho value 

or the Jesuits' provious contacts \dth the Iroqois• and cade use ot 

J'eauit expertioo '1hen the occasion demanded. Argenoon. from whom 

tho Jesuits probably oxpect?d little recognition, called on their Superior 

tthen in 1661, Iroqois appenrod in C:uobeo to return prisoners and to 

ask £or G. mioaionary to accomp!llly them b4ok to their villages. Father 

le Moyne vent ld.th them, on bis fifth .journey into Iroqois comtry.16 

His reports f'roia hia travels obow undiroiniohod interest in wery m;peot 

of Ifov Fre.ooe•s oxisten09: . one roanon ha c:Lvea for tho uish !err peaao 

OOO?lg tho Fivo Nations is that for tho Soneoos, trade vith tho Jlronoh . . 

voul.cl be tllUCh l0ss fraught 'With dBJ188r than their proaont trade with 

the Dutoh, which is carried Ql "with 81"9at inconvenience end by long 

and perilous routes.1117 The interest ot the Jesuits wae no lcngar 

a factor 1n the fl-atn1ng ot policy - in :f'riot officials oont to Oannda 

tram France 1n the later 17th century wre warned aa a matter Of course 

acainot pretensiono ot tho Order to temporal authority - but Argenaon•a 

suoceosora, too, welcomed the msoionaries• astiistanoo when they wantad 

to foster good relationo With tho Iroqoio. Tracy sent six evangelioto­

oum-ol.llbaoaadoro to th~ir co\Ultry when his shOl:1 of military atrongth 

porouadod tho tribos to !)U8 for poace in 1666.18 FrontomiO•e mistrust 

of the miaoiCIZ18l."ies tras deep enough tor him to request Colbert 1n 1674 

16. ~hio ol!lbasay arrivod after a period ct particularly fierco 
horaoonent, and was graetod w.tth rolief but ttith incredulitys 
Journal dos Jeouitoa. 29 Juno 1661, Rolatt9Wl XLVI, 181.; 
also 225. 237. 

17. R,olaticm XLVI, m. 
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for funds to pay independent :lntei•preters, nin order not to pass through 

the hands of the Jesuit :fathara uhen we have to troat with the .sa.vagean.19 

Ria whole .relationship uith the Jesuits bas beon dencribed as one of 

"f'rt1Strated hoatility",20 but ho never quarrelled openly with them, 

and they provided himtdth much val-uable intelligence from their m:18eiona 

amon8 the Fivo Nations. 21 

The presonco of tho Jesuits in Iroqois country was lcmg a. source 

of uneasineos to the Iroqoia' tradin£r partno::rs. Tho 1'..l'lgliah had 

replaced the Dutch of m_,,v liothorland, and govornor Lovolace ,.,as anxious 

at the appearance ot Traoy' s envoys. Tho English intendant at Manhattan 

was alarmed at reporta that Frontenac wan planning to moot Iroqoia 

leadara at Ce.taraqu1 in 167', and invited Brus-as, a Jesuit miosionary 

und adviser to Frontenac in negot:lntions with the Iroqois, to a meeting 

at 1-'ort Orango to discuss the si tuaticin. BrlJ1l18 reassured tho Engl:tohn:-.an 

in a lettor1 it t1as purely the beauty of tho spot tha.t had decided 

the French choice of meetins--plnce, ttrather t.han tho deoign of turning 

aside the Iroqois from trading at Oro.ngo11 • 22 Even when they- were 

19. Eastman, Jm•cii •, 144. 

20 • U .J • Ecolest frontgpag, tqg Courtier G wamo; ( Toronto, 
McLelland and Stewart, 1965 - Ca:t"lcton I.ibr..ary od.), 65. 

21. Eaatman, s;e.cit., 14:,..GJ Eocloe, ,sm.cit., 117-8, 329-,0, 
mentions the servicea or two particular Fathorst Lamberville 
and Jlruyas. , 

22; Both incidents are recountod by Eastman, ..2I?•ait., 91-3, 145. 
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m longer aiotatilig the polioiee ot tha lfrenoh in North Amor.l.oa, 

the Jesuits wre putting their cliplomatio skill and exparianoe 

I ' emong the Indians at the aervioe of ~enoh interests. \ 

fowards tho end ot his volume on the Jesuits in North America ' . ' 

in the. sovontee~ century, Jhtanois Parkman aommants that · it was 

fortune.to for the European colonists the.t "the \T.lsdom of tha Iroquois . 
waa ,'b11t ,tbe w.l.~4om. ot e&VOges"t ' 

their .segaotty ia past denying, .: it abowe4 itself in ·.mal\1 
we.yoJ but it was not equal to a oomp~henaion of thou own 
situation end that of their race • • • their organization and 
th~ht 'int~lligenoe wer~ mera~ tlle instl'Wll~ts ot a b~na. 

• ·frenq., wh:Lch impelled them to destroy those whom tboy misht 
have me.de their allioa in a oommon cause. 23 '; 

This piotur~ of tha Iroqoia, end-the idea tbat they were a oonstent 

maj~;ri threat to the exiet~DQ0° of the l?ronoh oolon;y OD tho St. ~wrencea ' 

ha.vo been pe~etuntod in the h1et~grepl\Y of New Jranoe. ·ona 

rea(iOn tor this, is that ~kman 1 e stereotypes have been re~kably 

vr.l.dely-nocepted and loiig•livocl beoBUBe his History f'or so • lons 

monopolised the f:Lel.d. ~ Jlia sourooe on the Iroqois· \'18re mainly 

GQolom.aet:lcal. it em.tea the purposes of the Jesuits to stre•s 

23. Jesuits :ln ·North Am.eriaa. s'38o ' 

a... E.G. Bourne remarked 1n 1901 that far~•a thoroughness :ln 
resea:roh avs his narrative •1n soma measure the oharaotor of 
SOUl'oestt Ea s in Historical Cr1tioial!l · reprinted 1967, li's-oeport); 
Thoroas B. Costein's Frefaoe o The White and the Goldt the ·Prencb 
liepme in Cage.da (Tol'onto 1 • 1954) aoknowJ.9dges "two great sources 
- the Jaouit Rele.tiona end l'ranois Perkmon • s eplenaid vo1ume·:s11 • 

Parkman appaara in moro than one recent text-book of source 
stucliea for 17th-century Canada, alongside Champlain, Dolli~r de 
Casso~ end Marie de 1 1Incerne.tionc . oeo C .F. Goulaon, 11th Oentur;y 
Canada: Souroo Studies {~oronto1 1970); 192-31 Reid, A!oNall~ht 
and Crowe, A Sou.roe-book of Canadian HistoJY(~oronto& 1967), 18,26t37. 



the Iroqoia threat in their appeals, throue:h the Relations, for 

support from France, and it suited Parkman•s dramatic st-yle to stress 

the hardships of the beleaguered colonists, isolated in the:lr wilderness 

settlements and surrounded by hostile hen-des. 25 From aii unlikely 

historiographical combination of seventeenth-century Jesuit propaganda 

and nineteenth-century Beeton Brahmin prejudice there thus emerges 

a well-rounded. and co~e;rent picture of senseless :ri-oqoia savagery 

threatening a l'recar.i.0U3 colonial exiatenoo. Emile Salone, who 

has been described by Fregault as "l1an.ti Parkzranu,26 nevortheless 

shares tho same imagory when he describes New France bet1J0en 1642 and 

166, "sous la monaca perpetuolle de la haohe iroqoise" ar "pantolante 

sous la haohe iroqoise11 • 27 Whatever the outlook of the historian, 

tho in.age of tha Iroqo1s seem constant. 

On the ground, as it woro, in their everyday doalill8a With the . 
Fivo ?fations, the Josuits' .attitude was much more flexible and less 

. . 
P~!=limistic than in the Rotation,;,. They recognised that the -real 

threat posed by the Iroqois uae more aubtle than the threat af pl)3'Sical 

oxterminatiai, The two communi t:tea, European and Iroqoie, each depended 

25. See Hunt's bibliographical esaa.y at the conclusion or Wars at 
the Irogo:l.s, 187. In spite of his anti-Frenoh, anti-Catholic 
prejudices, it suited Parknan.'s dra.matio descriptive style 
to accept the Josuita• portrayal of the Iroqois threat. 

26. In Fregault'e •Presentation' or the 1970 re-edition or 
La Colonisg.tion de la, JJouvella France (Tl"'ois Rivieres: 1970), 
vii. 

z,. Ibid., no, 1'9.. Similar ezpreasions abound in the historigra.Pl\v 
of' Net-r France; ror·.1ust one example, aae Zoltvany, Government 
.or Net1 t;:anca ••• , 2. 
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to some extent, in certain matters, on the other. What the Five 

Nations wanted was European wealth, in tho form of mnnufaotured goods; 

what tho Jesuits 1r1antod ot: the Fivo Nations was !Ill much their oconomio 

oo-oporatiCl!l aa their souls. The Cnondagn lllisoion fits much batter 

into a pattern or political =oeuvre than into one of ovangolioal 

fervour. The Jesuit fathers often prnyod for martyrd.013: they did 

not stay to find it in Onondsga -- their mission wae a political 

and cotJmeroinl Cillo and when it became expedient for them to withdraw, 

they took their opportunity. 

We have seen how the lllission at Onondaga waa established not 

in an o.ocess of zeal to save souls, but after long and cauti0U:J 

neg~tiations, in close collaboration with the temporal authorities 

of lfow France. The political and oomneroial possibilities of the 

settlement have been outlined, ru:id tho political dovelopreenta in 

Quabeo t1hioh a.cooopanied the Jesuits• withdrawal from the l!lissiCll 

and which, it seema, lllllY have had some influence in bringing about 

that \fi thdrawol. The whole story is one of poli tioal manooUVl'8 

and diplolllatic negotiation. Rather than t1'0ating tho Iroqcis as 

bloody and unprodioflable oavagos and reooilini;; from them in horror, 

the Jeouita seem to have been quite prepared to take them on as 

COOl!laroial and political p:i.rtnors. Coming to terl!S '111th tho inosoapablo 

fact of the Iroqoio presenoo, the Jesuito sought to ool:e the most 

profitable arrangenents they oould with them, for the benefit of 

the French colony in Canada and :for their own order1 eventually 

oiroumt1mces mo.de their approach to 'tho Iroqois problem• llnll.Ooeptable 

to the authorities, but at tho ti1:10 o:f tho Onondega mission, it wae 

the Jesuits• policy that held sway. Attempts to make use of the 
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Iroqoia conneo·t:Lan were ma.de by the Jesuits before 1656, aa we have 

seen. After 1658 too, contacts were maintained and 1Mde WJ8 o£ whero 

poseiblo :l.n the furtherance of French interests. Th~ Onond~ mission 

waa not a spontaneous heroic gesture, an adventure embarked upon in 

a. burst of evangelical fervour. It ehowo uo the Sooioty of Jesus 

at the peak of its influence in How France, usinc its great aooumulation 

of oxper:Lenco :l.n politioo, in commerce and in Indian diplomacy to carry 

out 11 onrefully-cons:Lderod pol:l.oy. 
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