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a Motivation I

This research explores how Rwanda's environmental
laws over the past 20 years have responded to the

challenges posed by economic growth, particularly
as rising income and affluence increase pressure on
natural resources.

The study aims to assess how Rwanda has crafted

legal frameworks to balance development with
environmental sustainability and climate resilience.

Context

- Country Size: 26,338 square kilometers (one of
smallest countries in Africa)

- Population: 13 million (2023). 2" highest
population density in Africa (+500 per km?)
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Results

- Forest Cover and Reforestation Initiatives
Before Vision 2020, Rwanda implemented several key
environmental initiatives. The National Forest Policy (2004)
focused on rehabilitating deforested areas, while the National
Reforestation Program (2006) promoted large-scale tree
planting. The Environmental Organic Law (2005) set legal
standards for resource management, and the Agroforestry
Strategy (2011) integrated trees into agriculture. The Land
Tenure Regularization Program (2007) secured land rights,
encouraging sustainable land use. Lastly, the Rwanda
Environment Management Authority (2006) was established to
oversee and enforce environmental laws. These policies laid the
groundwork for Rwanda’s environmental recovery efforts.
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- Community Engagement and Policies:

Launched as part of Rwanda'’s Vision 2020, the practice of
Umuganda, a monthly community service, encourages
citizens to participate in environmental protection. This
includes tree planting and forest management. The
privatization policy has allowed the private sector to manage
about 38.4% of state-owned forests, improving efficiency and
sustainability. The paper highlights how civic engagement in
Portland enhances environmental stewardship through local
actions. Similarly, Rwanda's Umuganda policy uses
community involvement to drive environmental and social
improvements, fostering resilience and sustainability.

/ Recent Policies \

1. National Environment and Climate Change
Policy (201G):

This comprehensive policy emphasizes a climate-
resilient, low-carbon economy. It addresses
challenges such as deforestation, land
degradation, and biodiversity loss while promoting
the sustainable use of natural resources.

2. E-Waste Management Policy:

Rwanda has become a leader in electronic waste
management, establishing Africa’s first e-waste
recycling plant in 2017. The government continues
to develop policies to regulate the safe disposal

and recycling of electronic waste, minimizing its
wmnmental impact development. /
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