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A35':' ?_I\.CT 

Super vi s or: ~r. 8 onald H. _ri t c hell 

:.rithin the past J O yea"!'s the In·:l i ans of r ill Creek, 

Brit is~ Colu.7b i a , have e xpc r ience :l a cna~ge of economy f rol11 in­

divi dual e:-:te r prise to that of wage l al::- our as a .part of the wider 

Canadi~n P. Conomy. The p resent :l ivi s i on of la½our tends to keep 

t he ;rornen i n t he corr1.m.unity, hut f orces t'!-i e iren t o le2ve to find 

e:rr.ployment. Th e sen r1rat ion of +h e adult, rra les from tne f emales 

appears t o we a ken con jur al tie s , leavin !=" t he mot. her-child ' ' onds 

as the s t ron ~est and mo s t endu r in t. . I t also nroduces cond itions 

which h ave p-iven rise to a u.nique h ousehold. f or m: the ma t r ifocal 

househol d . This form has been defined as one in whic h t here is 

no regularl~ ores ent male t o f ill t he role of husband/f athe r. 

The consj_stent adult member of t he family is t he mot her. 

T-his paper examines the con'.i i t ions w·hi ch re s ult ed in 

a considerable nun't; e r of rr.atrif ocal hn.use hold s i n J-: ill Cree k, 

an-:i al so offe r s s :,me poss i b l e expl anat ions a s t o wh:r i t i s not 

the only, nor the most pr edol11inant household fo"!'Tll i n r il l Creek . 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Problem 

Mill Creek is the fictional name of an actual community in northen 

British Columbia. It is sjmilar to m,1ny small towns in northern British 

Columbia and the Yukon in its size, relative remoteness, economy, and 

the fact that Indians form a majority of the population. 

This area has been the subject of several anthropological studies. 

As early as 1912 Teit (1917, 1956) was doing field work in the region. 

Honigmann has published several works concerning the Kaska Indians of 

Mill Creek. Of particular interest t o this paner is his study of the 

contemporary culture of the Kaska, based on six months of field work 

done in 1945 (Ho:nigmann 191i9). Althour h not ,;,rimarily concerr-ed with 

their economy , he in~licates that, "during nine or more months of the 

year, f rom the middle of August till late in M~y, t he Kaska Indians are 

actively occupied in explotting the resources of their sub- Arct i c 

envirorm1enV1 (l9h9: 6l). Part of this exploitation was subsistence 

activity, but an i mportant part was connected with fur trapping. Fur-­

bearing animals were trapped and the stretched pelts ,-,;ere taken to the 

trader "where the furs are sold, the seller is infcrmed of the amount 

of his credit standing or receives an amount in cash. He is now re: ady 

to buy supplies " (Honigmann 1949:80-81). 

At that time the Indians of the area were nominally, at least, 

independent producers and partkinants in a market economy . They traded 

their furs to the representatives of lar~e companies but t r anoinq i t self 

was an individu&l and orivate enterprise. The Indians .:ere not then 

involved in ,-:ag-e la'::> our . 
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The peric-d since Honigmann I s study has been one of considerable 

change. The price of furs has declined markedly since 1945 and northern 

development has progressed with each year. For the wite settlers 

development has meant increased income through wages or business oppor­

tunities and the acquisition of such amenities as r~nning water, indoor 

plumbing, and electricity. The Indian set tlement of Mill Creek seems 

to have received little economic benefit from the opening of the north, 

although it has not escaped the impact of development. At the house-

hold as well as the corrmunity level, the economy and society of Mill Creek 

have been increasin~l y integrated with the national economy and with the 

inst it~tions of t he wider, predominantly white society. 

By 1968 fewer than 8 out of 28 households snent an aoorecia~le 

amount of time trappinr for furs and a very small portion of the food 

consumed was taken from the forest. Wa~e labour had become the principal 

source of income for the male population of Mill Creek, but since there 

was little employment to be found within the immediate ccmmuJlity, the 

men were forced to leave their homes f or long periods of time if they 

were to find employment. 

Because of the division of labour which keeps the women in the home 

(see below: Women In The Household and C.o:nmunity), -~he women rerr:ain in 

Mill Creek with the childrer.. A woman living alone with h13r children 

is eligible to receive assistance f rom the Departreent of Indiar. Affairs 

and Northern De-velorment. Fer the area around Mill Creek, this assi:stance 

is computed on the same scale as that used bv the Department of Hehabilj-
1 

tati.on and Social I mp rovement i n British Colu.-nbia. '!' '.'",e woman may also 

recei·le a Child ft.llowa nce for each child under 16 ·years of a 1c·e. With 

the st: forms of social assista~·ce, . lus possible hous ing ~ssistance from 
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2 
t he band a wor:an may be quite h:de pe - :ie ::t , ariet :.ioe: s not reoui re t he 

fina ncial support Cc a rr1an . ~ rms con j ur a l b onds t~nd to ':i ':! Feakened 

by separation a~d s ocial ass ista nce an:.i t he ties between m0 the r and 

ctil1 appear to j e .he mq jor lasti~~ bonds . 

The st r ucture and composit icn of a ' ,•YJ sehoJ. ::: r.a y be s a :.:l b "."eflect 

the wa·/ in ·wh ich i t s membe rs <> da pt -':.'.1c ir s :.yle of living to i n-:r1e -::i.i,1t e 

cond: t ions. '.i l-1.e r e a pa+ternej hous ehold , • , J.. • r eco!'les ev:i_,::e r,1., 1r, a CO!"l-

mun:.t? , it is pos si>le as a r '? sult 0 f siy~ilar 2 ,.i ,:: ustments to a sjrr.::.lcir 

set 0f ci~cucs ~ances . In 1968 , 10 of the 28 ~ousehol:.is in Nill Creek 

i nstarces is lar ,~e enou -=-h to •arrant, a closer exalT' in;+.i f"l!1 and to al l o-..r at 

least a ry r elirni ne.ry exrilore+ion of the circ uJT1 s t. a 11ces t .1~ a+. ma y ha\-e 

produced the distinctive pattern . 

Fcx hol ds :-hat 

The · irre .i ucib ls and -=1.e rie ntc1 r . .r social '.:'-r011,:,in r is surelsr 
the mothe r and her ch ildren. ~hatever else hac?ens, t h j_s 
ur.i t has to s i.;.rv :.-,e :or the SDecies to s urv j_ve. It is r> ot 
strictly necessar~- f c, r any adult males to he in const ant 
associc\ticr, with the rr.othe::--c'.'1 i.ld unit . Provid i!1f it can 
rr,an,q ~·e to feed itself and -ieferid i ts0lf 2.nd 1::·ri r:0 its young 
to mat ur ity, then it can s u.rv:.:re (1967:37- 8) . 

There have been many ter ns 2ocli ed to the mother- child unit . 

Bohann;:in (196 3, i.:: s e s n:,,2trL:er- ri, :a1cil;r11 a11d 3ernard (19fi6) , 11 fc rnale-

'.1eadsi fa :~ily , 11 to cite just :1 fe~•T . For ti-,e ~urnose of t 1:is naner I 

s hall •1 se t!1e terrrl a:'1at d feca l " whic:1 was ::l.efi n'3d ·,,. Sol i 
3 



a co- resi-:ential kinship grou'.') ,(1i c h inc l u::ies no re 2:ul:;r ly 
present riale in : ;-.e r ole of hus'8 a~ci- ,,_ . .,'Pr . ?atl-: e r t '. , e 
effect.i ve ar,d e nd.urin1: r<=>l 2t io,,sl':ios 1,,,it .. in t½e o-rouo are 
th :J se ~x-5 sti~? ½e.l.·t-re ~n ~c r. s2r.:.-,Ai "'e -?l '..: i r~ . 

4 

The ~atrif ocal fa~ily is not to ~e conf~sed with ~; e co nsa n~~ineal 

11 consan .;'..'. ::.nez.ll~r rela ted ria les ( es nee ially b rother·s , !"Other 's 'r ro+,r.ers , 

an::i clearin ,:; of fi elds" ( Solien 1969: 12- 13), ard a lso inr l 11des the o:'ten 

absent r.usband- fat:-:e r. The T'l a t rifccal unit as define::l. a· ... ove include 

neither the consanguineal kin nor the husbi:l.nd- fat her . 

In t he case of !':ill Creek we a.,.,,,, clea::-ly dealins with t.he latter 

form, but ::.t rr:a~, be noted t hat U:e existiir s ys tem of social assistan:c 

has replaced. t he · f :mctions of tt-,e consani:-:uineal kin . 

Solien (1960:106) ::l.iffer-:;ntiated betwe en t:-.e social unit s calle.J 

families and those kno1--m as househol:is . 

I prorose that the far,il y h~ 0e:ine ::i oS a ~ro uu of ~ecnle 
b ound to set ~e r b:' that corr:olex set of relat ionshi".)s .movn as 
kinship ties, ,) etween at lP.ast bro of whom +: here eYi s+:s ;i con­
jural relat ionshio • •• • The house~old , on t t e 0ther hand, 
implies cormo:i residence, econoT'l ic co- oner.:iti on , an::i soc i ali­
zP.t ion of chil-i re !', . Althoi.:r-h t::e ,~:::m.,ers cf t 'r:e ;~,-'ll.SP.holri T'l a ,,,­
:)e b ound hy kinship relat i.01:shios, no oa.rticular tie is 11r·ces­
s.:iril;: characteristic . I ap,, r iven scciP. ty a pa rticular f arr. il:r 
ma~· or r;ay not f orrn a house l-10lc. . Conversely , .; hou'3ehold y,,a ~, or 
may not co~tain a fa~ily (1960 :106)~ 

Again, in t :'1e ce.se of J, ill Creek , it is the househcld-- t he ma t ri­

focaJ. househ0ld.--which i s +,o b e our noint of refere nce . TJ-: e search fo r 

circ ~CTsta ~ce s t ha~ croduce t ~i s ::iistinctive housEholri fo1w h 8S concer~ed 

1r.c:ny s ocial scientists . l".unstadter (1963) reviews va :-ious h~rpotl--ieses--

de-o,..,.r~p;.;;" 11 1· s t ,... •· i· c a l an,r1' func+.1· or . . •-" l - -r,r ... -:> T, h 6,.re been pr,.,_.!)_ ns_ P.,l to . ... i: C. ,1~..., , . ,.. - ' - - - - c; - --· - ' .l. 

The d.e !f1ogr ;:,p:1i c hy:_-)0t hesis r o-ocs es t}i:r:, if a!'l. imbal a nc e i;-i t he 
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ratio of men and women available fo r n:arria,7e occurs, it may lead to the 

emerge ~ce of matrifocal families unless t he situation is contravened by 

institutions s uch as polygyny or delayed age of marriage f or fernales. 

But, as Kunstadter (1963:58) points out, "'although demographic conditions 

may generate the population condi tions for t he appearance of the matri­

focal family, t~ey do not in themselves of fer a coMplete emlanation of 

how the family is supoorted in the society." 

The historical ex~lanation, which aDnears to be widesuread, was 

advanced by Frazier in 1939. The following brief survey is taken from 

Kunstadter' s paper. Frazier attributes the hfrh orooortion of matrifocal 

families amonr North American Ne~roes to slaver y and the seoarat ion of 

families by slaveholders. Kunstadter agrees that this exnlanation ma!' 

be valid under the stated circumstances , but finds it "too specific to 

account for the world-wide distri bution of t his fc).mily form" (1963~59). 

Kunstadter 1s criteria for a satisfactory theory is on~ which has universal 

application and involves a minimum of variables. 

In discussing t he functional approach, Kunstadter uses examples 

from Smith, Greenfield, and Solien, who suggest that f iven a situation 

in which m&les are r.ot able successfully tc realize their· family economic 

roles, the matrifocal family emer~es. 

Solien, for example, in a study of t he Black Caribs of G•ate­
mala (which is actually t he most widely comnarati 'Te study so f a::.-), 
has stated t he fellowing requisites for t r.e <::xintence of the matri­
focal family: 1) a society in wh ~ch t he t r &d i tionel cu~t 1,re has 
been forcibly charwed or di ssol ved throu. ph t he ir.terver, tion of 
forces from the T,vestern wor:::.d ; 2) entrance into V·,e 1,~est ern P.conomic 
::.:rst P-m t hr ou.;-h r:1i f ra r.t wage l abor; and J) poss ibl : an imbalance of 
the sex ratio, resulting in a reponderance of f emales of cnild­
be1ri~g a r e (Kunst adter 1963 :60) . 

Knnstzdtert s own :1y;:,othesis is a r efineme!:t of the alJ ove . \·J hi le he 

accepts that t he society must b~ part of an economic system that is 
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larger than :he loca l co:-'JTI.ur'.i ty , he po i nt s out ti.,2+, i t is l a r zel y a 

rr.a t ter of his torical accident th at :. ~e ': 'es t ,:;rn 1crl j ha s usually "been 

t he source of t~e ~nr~ co~cl~x econo~ies. Solien 's s e cor.d req ~i s ite, 

re garding mi £rant war e labor, imnlies a ~oney economy . 

The i moorta:: ce of a niorie? ec onom:r f or t ::e r.a+,r : fo cal 
fa~ily see~s t o ~e t ~at ~one· is ~ssocia~ed ~ i th co~~lex 
econof;ies, and corr.~lex econo:T!i es a re nece s s ar:r "' '1 r -he t.··i::,e 
of divi sion of la·-:i or r'.:. i ch sen;:i ra +. e s mo s t ad:J l t !!\ale s f' r0m 
ad ult f e;1ale s · Ehi n t he l oc a l co;n!'".unity (!{ur. s t adt er 1963 :62) . 

In conclusion Kunstadter (1963: 62- J) oredi cts t hat c:at r i. .focal 

households will a !='1:1e a.r in a co:-r.uni t ~r in direct ororyortion 

to the de r ree of phrsical seoara1: ion of adul t 1'1ales and adult 
feffia les i nvolved in the 1 i v i s ion of l ab or . In or der f or t his 
physical s e a ration t o ta~e place, the f r oup in quest ion ~ust 
be a part 01' a l arr·er economic s ys t em, and t hat s :,rs t e r.i , as a 
concomi t ant of its coJ'Tlpl exity , usuall:.· will use mone~r as a 
medium of exchan f-_'e • • • • '. ··e can add a ne .:, ati ve r eq uisit e ( i.e. 
a condition which rr.us t not exist) •••• t he matrj f oc al farn il~r 
will not -:eve l op wten f &r ilie s. r .i r r ate as wholes, or ~rl--i ere 
tt~re are patrilocal fa~ilies which can t ake up th e slack 
while rr.a les o.re awa:;r from t he corlf1u..11ity . 

Kunstadter 1 s prediction is tautolo C"ical and sel£'fulfilling in that 

the definition he has used of a r1at r i.focal household is one in which 

the males are of ten absent, and then he ~as nredicted that rnatrif0cal 

householrls wi ll appear in a com."1unity in nrouortion to the de r ref: t bat 

the adult ~ales and adult fe~ales arA se~ar ated. . If t he division of 

labour ,foes 1,ot reo d re t h;,t t>:e rr.en leave t 1:e vi llage or if t he 

f amilies ~i r rat e as vholes , t he ~ous ~~ old does not f it t he defi nit ion 

of a matrif ocal '.1 ousehold. J~un s adt er 's nred.i ction , the n , i s i ncana~le 

of explaining t he c ondi tions tr . .st O i ve r i se t o tl- e -,-,a t r ifocal housen0l:i . 

It is ne ce ssar : t o b eck up one s t ep to l oo~ f or th e c aus es of separat ion . 

As Kuns t adts r poi nt s out , Solie n' s r-equi s i te of entrance i nt o t he 

but Ku.ns: "! dte r is l~ kewise t 0< vague i n l 0or:i nr at s eo2r at i on t hr OcJ f '."1 tr. c 
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division of labour. 

This paoer is a s tudy of a comm u.nity in which a co '1sidera'ble 

num':)e r of tte hc 1..1 s ehol:is fit t i-,e ab ove -:l e fin i t ior, of a matri focal 

hous ehold . It propos e s to l ook at t ~e ki nds of econ0~ic act i \~ties in 

which the }~ill Cre ek householders p2. rt iciavte to determine vhether or 

not t he :::.ivision oi" lab our forces the adul t males t o separat e f rom t he 

adul t fe~r.al e s. If so , it woul rl then b e pos sible t o oredict that parti­

cipat i on i n specific economic activit ies would lead t o a signi f ic2nt 

number of m:::i t rifocal hous ei1ol ::l. s in he con:,-;unity . ~,s t hi s stu-:l.:r is 

confined t o !·Till Greek, f e:neraliz ations l o=-ically must :,e r estricted t o 

t hat U."'live rse . -:3:;...rpans ion of tl- .e s t,.:d: .- t o i nclude ot :1er cornmunitjes 

could well require lookin; 2t other variahles whicr. ,,7c uld ra ~ se t 10e l e1-rel 

of nre '.i ictaoility. Some of these -c-ossi'"'le -,niria•-,:.es are d i sc •issed i n 

the concluGions. 

Kunstadt er feels t hat Solien' s thi r d va r i able 11 s houl d oro1:i a"\-,l _y not 

be thoi.:;;-' t of so much as a cause of the rnat rifoc.;il fa n,ily , but as an 

additional eff P, ct of t he divis i on of lab our i nvolvi:1 r· separati on of the 

sexes" (Kun3t adter 1963:62) . 

Strictly speakinz , there is not an i m. ,alanc>:: in the sex ration. 

That is, t he nature of a n an's ~ or k may demand that he l eave his resid­

ential unit f or varying pF'ffiods of t i me , wh iJ.e t re nature of a woman' s 

work allows he r to rer.,a in i n the co mt:.nity . The c1noar"mt i rnb ala,, ce in 

the sex rat i o may 18 a product of f1c~sin~ on a sin~le constituent 

r e si l ential un i t rathe r than on t he comrmnity a s a wh ole. 

Hhile i t i s dcubtle s s l y :, r ue ... ,riat t ':: e nUl".'.) e r o: f e males re t'i--: ent 
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as pa rt of i t s popul ation , and t hose a½sent r e[ a rd themselves as 

meP1be rs of the cornmunity . The i r abser.ce ½eing onlJ' t err.porary , they 

still form pa r t o:· t ha marria ~e pool. If i nde ed t r:ere i :: an i rri'J alance 

in t he sex r ati o of the marriaze pool a~ ong t he I n1ians of ~ill Creek, 

it is i n f avour of ti-:e na les as a cors i :l erab J.e n11::!'.he r of Ir'.d i an worr:en 

marry whit~ rr,en while i ~ i s most unco:-:r-on for Indian men to marr~, 

white ,,;or11en . 

To SUT"!;a r i ze , in t he past 30 vears t he Ind.:a:is 0f Yill Cr eek 

ha •re e :r.:ryEr i e nce•-:). a cl-\arf:"e o f econom:· f ro!"' :i :1 -l ividu aJ. ent. ern , ise t,0 +,\·, .::i t, 

of we r e l ab our as a re s nor se t o i er R~d s of t ~e wi1er eco~o~v . ~ ~ e 

present rt iv i s io~ 0f la~our t e - ds t o keery t ~e ~of" en in t hP co~~unit y ~ut 

f orces t '!e men to leave to fi nd e rr".)loyr'le nt . T0e s e.-,::ira' ior: r, f' t he a--l t: l t. 

'.Tle.les ::rol"l t he adult fenales a~".'e a r s to vea ken c on jacal +.i. e s , l ec1 v in,:,: 

the riother- c:hild. 1,ond.s as t he stronr est and r:o s t endur inr . It al s o n ro­

duces a cond ition which ma y give rise t o a dis t inctive reside nt ial unit: 

the matrifo~al ho\tse hold . 

Us ing the sr, udies of Kunstadter and Solien as .;11i des, this paper 

examines cond i t ions that ap9ear to have 13i ven t o a c ons i derable number 

of matrif ocal househ olds in Nill Cr eek. It fu r the r looks at t he division 

of labour in an at tempt t o s ee i: s ecific economir, act i vities lead to 

t he emer~ence of the I11at rif oc al h ousehold, and t o 0f fe r some eYD1.::nat5 ons 

as to why it is n t tte onl}r~ nor e'-en tre fomiri;:,nt hot sehcld f o::-i. 

Hill Cr eek v as s els- cte:i fc- r st u::J.:r 1, e~.;i use i t wa s close • o m" 0Pn 
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t o e l'"'.te rt air: ,r:-:one 'rer I ~-,i s r.ed, ':J ,:,. c a'7le cle 3rer to ~e as I ecaY'i e a -ra re 

of t \ e fe elinr s of t~e Kas ka and t ~e Tehl t an had f or each otter . 

In r.l~d- I:...1.1:~'.:!st I le f t r-: i l l Creek v:i t h s e~ren T a~l tan, t o ht:nt ri oose . 

Liar and car,red f or se·,eral 

days al ons t he J ease ~i ver, returning to / ill Creek wit hin t he week . 

On August 29th , 1968 , I l e:t r1i l l Cr eek, a nd ret:ir ned in Jul7 of 

1969, to spen :i a further ten da~-s i n the ,·illa ge collect ing add i t i onal 

inf :::-rr.a-1:i on , an'i ,, isitins old f rie-:,ds . 

E:r ? rocedure i n tlie field -:as tn.c1t of t radit ional ethnoi=:-rarh i c 

re s earch , invol vinp e s tahlishi n _ as close cont act as ooss i b l e ~ith both 

possib l e , joininf them. Ob servat ions were r ecorried in a rl.a il ,r jourm:il . 

ft s I w~s livin~ ct lone, ~y contact s were li~itei to t ho~e hour ~ of the 

day and ni [:ht when I could visit my nei2r.hoars, or ,-::~ en t he y c ould 

visit me. _,;or:1inrs were the onl_r '.'ad times t o vi sit , as most ne on le 

slept late. :?arties , v i siting , and even so!:le wcrk (su'.'.:h as cutt inf 

up game) continued on into the l.? t e n i cht , so the re were few hours 

during t he r ?st of the day when it wa s not r,ossi':) Je to visit son:eon8. 

In pla~n i ng my r e s earch , it s eened ad,i sahle to collect data in 

st.:.ch a way triat I could ½e ce rta i n f receivi I"g infor ;r,ation f rom an 

un":) i ased s ar-.ple of tr E: por,ul a+,i on . Shortly af ter rr.ov i n rr to the v ill&~e , 

! dr ew a map of the settl e~e~t and ~ l t ~e b ~~l dinEs s ~Rnding (see 

rr :::.:e ;i l ist of cill t .. e wcn':!n 1s _ :>mes , .c:ni c .ose a sar.pl e (at l e?Et 
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part of wriich vas selected ra ndomly) or :::.ore b t e :-: sive st c.: ::l. ,.· . To 

choose a sar:::ile, I assi::-ned e;;c'r: ~·•or:an a r:.;_'"1.t:i er, and v i +,i-,_ the a"d of 

a tabl e 0: :-2 rd0 ni;.:-i,.,e rs select ed 2; nerce!,t _ or T"o re j_r,-1:,e nsi re 

i.'.".ter•;ie;.,i r --: . :~o:-,ever , as ,'.ill Creek is a sn:all com:un it:r , · t i:..ias 

not d :.ffjcult -t o ~et to 1-:now ever:,ro1:,;, +o sorn,s de cr-=e . T>· e nee -:! -fo r 

a saro1ple bec ame l eEs irrportant as rr:y ra n r:: e of col!tacts wide ri ed , and 

event 1-,2ll y t r.e •.1 se of the s a11 ,ri lc 1-m s :i iscontinued . .:::r 00 ser'Yations 

and re r.ia r ks were d r awn .frorr. a;-)out 70 percent o: t r. e tot al popul2.t ion 

of Indian wo;r:en in i:ill Cree k . All except t wo of t he 1-•or1en ori~·inall ;,r 

included. in t he san,;:ile , were al:::o included in that 70 percent . 

In or.Jer to p~-=s Prve con: i de nce E, .sll nar.:es ha,.rc "2een cht r:se3. . 



THE SETTING 

The settle!7'.ent c.:· .,ill Creek is located in northern :a r itish 

Columbia, on the Alaska :-I i ghwa:,, close to t he Yukon Border. It is 

built on t he northern bank cf the Liard Ri ver, near the conf luence 

of t he Dease and Liard rivers. The ~eneral landscane is one of 

rolling, forested hills l yinr- between the Rocky and Cassiar Mount ain 

ranges. 

History 

11 

The position of Hill Creek is at the junction of two large rivers, 

almost in the centre or what was, aboriginally, Kaska territory. Per­

haps fo r this reason, it became a meeting place and trading site f or 

the various nomadic bands of Kaska and travelling white traders. The 

Liard was first explored b y J.M. :McLeod in 1834, and later by Robert 

Campbell in 1937--both in the employ of the Hudson's Bay Company. 

The area on either side or t he Liard is sparsely settled, 
game was consequent l y proli f ic and to this day the Liard River 
area produces some of the finest fur en t he cont i nent. vhen 
the route to the Liar d from the Pacif ic Ocean was discovered, 
the long danf erous trip along t hi s violent r i ver was abandoned 
and trading post s received their suonlie s f rom th~ Pacific. 

About this time the ad'7'anta:::-es of a st ore at Mill Creek 
were seen, and i n 1837, an Ame r i can na1r.ed Robert S:vlvester, 
was commissioned to build a lar12e log structure s uitable for a 
trading post and l i ving quarters :·or two :nen (Meek 1962:119). 

In 1926., the provinci al ooli.ce established a oost at Point McNab 

on t he Liard, one mile downriver f r om the present villa~e. About ten 

years later, the Taku Trading Co.:pany store was built close t o a slcurch 

appro xi mat ely one third mile north- northeast of what is now Nill Creek. 

These trad i ng cc3ts attracted t . e lccal band s of Kaska I~dia ns who 

began to make .~ill Creek a seasonal cc=>mp . 



At about that time, f ear generated by serious eoidemics of 

diphtheria in the villages of NcDames, Dease La ke, and Francis Lake, 

drove t he Kaska 1'rom those :::ettlements. They congregated in a camp 

some thirty-three mile s downriver f rom present-day Mill Creek, and 

fror.1 there , eventually n::oved to Hill Creek. 

Mill Creek became something more than a trading post in 1942, 

12 

when american a:-my personnel and Canadian civi lians began construction 

of the Alaska Highway. A large ca."Tlp was built in Hill Creek to house 

men and equipment . The men liberally t raded food, clothinp, ci~arettes, 

and liquor for the company of the local Indian ·omen. Gradually more 

and more Indian families were attracted to settle in the area. By 1944 

most of the construction 1Jorkers and soldiers had left , and the barracks 

' were converted into a hotel. Thnt building now con~titutes t he hub of 

the village. The Mill Creek Indian Residential School (locally known 

as "the Mi.ssion11 ) was built in 1950 and opened in 1951. 

The Indians refer to the years between 1942 and 1960 as the "good 

years. 11 Trapping was a steady and profitable occupation and according 

to the older Indians everyone worked in those days. 'l'he P.umbcr of 

people who called Mill Creek home was much larger then, they say, a"1d 

the town today ha::; been described as a ghost town in comparison. The 

nUJTber of deserted and decayin? cabins in the village would seem to 

indicate that the settlement once did have many more inhabi t ants. As 

was their custo,n, t he India ns t r eat ed Mill Creek as a seasonal camp, 

while t he r er:iainder of t he year r?.s rnent in the 0,1~h . 

By 1960 t he vrice of fur r. ad dr oooed, a:id i11 t. hat year the Hudson I s 

3a y Gor:ipany closed i t s nost . Cl os inr ~f t he s t ore meant that the I nd i a~s 
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bad no conveni ent outlet :or tr.eir L:rs . !'2:::r of tr.e t rep li!l8S ,·ere 

a j ~:donei , 21:d i t appea rs that a ~eriod of e conomic decline ~efan. 

Yet anc~~er sve~t ~~ich 12s t o ~c~e 2 r reet i~~l~ence on tte 

inhabitar:t s of I1ill Cr e ek wes tal-:inr pl:i ce at this tiJr.e. Until 19~9, 

i:;oyern.'r.e1:t stcres o:f ?ort relsor. ard ~-:l-, i te1-. orse i.1ere t i:'i e c loses t sources , 

an:i prior t.o 19;9 i t wa. s r: ot l 0 r:al :~or Indians t o '.rny or to 1.:-e fiVen · 

alcoholic be-rer;:ires. Thi s i s ri0t to ss· - t ',-2f-, t r: '= Ir.dia~s diri not n"':.air.. 

an· liquor. Accordin~ to one infcr:r.c1,.t t :- e In.die.r s could o'.1t.ai ri alcoh0l 

fron bootleu-ers in t r,e area, or else na:-:u.:actt:re i t t heP1 seJ.ves. T;-, e 

process becarr: e simpler i n 1959 , ,,hen it 1.)e came le ;- al for I ndians t o t uy 

liquor. In that j•ea r a 'c-eer !)?rlour u.::i s o:-;ened in the r ill Cree k ~o+,el. 

The effect of t his establishment haf bee n a profound chan!e i n the lives 

of the Indi ans . 1!1. the absence of a comr.;unity hall or n~eetin,- house , 

the 'bar quickly be coJ"les a place whe re adults co·t1l c1. father in the ':lvenin? s . 

As many of t he trap lines were abandoned wt.en tne Eudson I s Bay store 

closed, the Indians had more t i me but les s noney on their hand s. Their 

time , and 1-:hat little money the., had , were spent in tte bar. 
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The Villa, e ?oday 

The settlement of t rill Cr ee~ is scct:.e r ed fo r .,:_ ile or riore a~. ong 

t he north bcnk of t ::e Li a r i rive r . ':.'::"° re i s e ce - etery 0n t~e sout:1 

bank, but t i~ ere · s no b r idge, s o it is acces s i :- l e in tr1e s ur"'"er only by 

ice . 

t he ~ri tis r Colurib ia ?::, r e s t ..., er vi ce 'milc:ir. · c,, t r.e hotel-store &nd 

garafe complex , and ~any ab a~doned nr unused buil1in r s . The unus ed 

buil'.i i n€s inc l ude a ca':) i:1 belonr i nf to t he 3 r i tisri Colum:-., i a ? ish and 

Ga~e Je::'art :,,ent , t he former Eudson 1 s 3ay store anc. warehouse , the ':' ak1.;. 

Trading Cor;pany build i n;::- s , an ol oi hotel , anri :-3ny moul -::l.eri:1[ l o.:._ ~abins . 

Of the dwellings in t he villar e , s even have been built with gr ants 

frcr:i the J an:i ::unds . In theory , the i3ar:d Counc il allots a housin f, ~rant 

of $8500 t o band . ,embers thev feel t o b e in need . If the individual i s 

not able to c ontribute further ::unds of his o··n , a hous e i s built (under 

the supervision of the Indian Ar ent ) for t !-1e abcwe amonn+,. The 1,uildinE'; 

is done b y cont r aC'tors, and seldom invol'.res the Indi ans t hems el ves . 

Unless tJ-e individual 1cai:es a soecial r eq ,.:est , t ".l e house::; an, ">uilt on 

one of a f eu st a r:d;:_i r i desi '."r.S . nne des5_;·n has t hree h p-:Jrooms and a 

kitchen-living room (Fi gure 2), and the s econd des i -n has onl y ope ~ed-

( .,. 1 ) r oori ri r ure J ,. The b uil':l i n~s are neelE:d- lcc- r t ri_:ct •n es, havi n , w00i e n 

s t r ips alor: ··- t :1e chinks e r. t t e :\ ns j i e f---r ::i.-:~e :i :,r.::;rmth . The roof s Ar'= 

covered ,1itt a l .,..1r.im1m, 2.r.d ti,~ fl ors nth linoleum tili nf . All of T.-,.._e se 

has rur,ning ·,.;;, ter· or i~d0or . - •~-Lin;::- , nor is c l rset s ::,a ce pruv i :ied . 
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The othe r Indian dwel l i nf s are not. of a star.dard styl e , and t hey 

~ar y wi de l y in size , are , and rener ~l s t ate ~ . 
81 repa ir. Thes e ca'.:) ins 

are often crow:\e:.i , wit11 l ar ;:-e familie s , an-:i s on:et i::es exter i e·:i Pa r.i l::.es 

sharin_s: a sinr le house . r-:.:m:;7 hcrre broken windm-rs , l e a kinf r ocf s, and 

i ll- f itt i ng doers . [ one of ~he I n:.iian dwel l i n rs has r unr i nr wat e r or 

i ndoor pl urnbin '."' . A p$Jcho 1-18~ i s l ocate -J halfwa,r a l on;- one r0w of 

f rom t h8 r i,rer . Ol~tho~1ses a re 0£'t 1:: n s ha re:i 'r,y se7e ral fa~0 i l i es, ar d 

at l east one fa rr. i l :v nf s even 1-,ed nor; ~ at all. ;) ur in r- t}- e s ch::i"l +,<:> rri , 

and even e.ft er school hours t be children attendinP t ~e Puhlic School 

make exte ns ive 1.:.se of t he school washro om f ac i l it ies s i nce t 'l e school 

ha s runni ::-ir 1.-·ater . The old.er ; i r l s wa s!': t ".e i r hair ar:d sorr:<::t:i r.es e •Jen 

b athe i n the s chool washroom. 

Dwellings a r e s parse l y f urni s hed , wi th P1any items s uc'-1 as 01mk1:) eds 

and tab l es wi th benches be ing home- made . The cook stove may '.:l.cub l e as 

a heate r, a l thot:gh most home s have a barre l he ater a s ,,:ell . Eany home s 

have an army cot that s e rves as a sof a by day and a bed at ni r ht . 

Chairs are limit ed :in number, but the wi de v a r i etr i n s t yles sho't--."s 

considerab l e i mar i nat ion ; one home ha s severa l resta :.i:rant s t ools place0. 

around the table . The one essential piece o f~ equipment s eenis t,.., b e t he 

r ad io, whi ch i s playe d. al m0s t. constan~l y . Th0 mo re affl ue nt househ ol is 

may also have a r e cor d pl a:.rer . 

9ecor a+, j_ on insi.de t he ca:... i s i s ns ually limited t o cale ri-i ars f rom 

loc al bus i ~e sses , and reliaious oictures . One f:r ily 

of housepl aPts , plantei i n h r i rhtly colour ed ~leach cont ai ner s and set 

In su.,n.-ar y , the hh':tor y oi' t:·.e .,re:;. ind~ c atef: a lcn.~- oeriod of 

r elative isolation f r om the ol!tside wor ld . .At t 11 at tiJrle t he I ndi ans 
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were fairl!' noi,-.ad ic in the i r su sis t e"."ce e:-:-:l.ca7ors, ~nc. ccnt act with t0e 

outside worl:: vas limited . :Iowever, in the s1.ort Su 3ri of the nast JO 

years , t he are a ha s been or.-ened fo r de ,;e l o!)ment , nr inr-in"" increasi n P' 

numbers of ,:q+, s i ders into cont act vith tte In0j2.ns. 1.-!i · h +, :,e rl r ory in the 

price of fu rs, the I ndi ans could no lon~er r e~air Pconorni cally indeoen­

dent , and many househol ds ~e ~an to j enend on ass i s t a ce for r ainte nance 

and s helte r . ~ouse s i:1 tr.e 'l i lla r- e fall i .to h 1 0 categories, t h ose 

bui lt by t~e Indians t he ws e lves , a~d those bui lt by con~ r act ors wi t h 

Band fur.ds . r eithe r catecor r in i: 11..:.:ies t'.-:e n :- ::!ern lu."<ur i es of i ndoor 

plumbing an:l. r unni m: wate r, e ver. t houf h it i s a ,:a ila' .. l e t o ot her carts 

of t he corr ... 'Tiunity . 

Demographic Pr of ile 

The Indian cormunity 0f }~ill Creek , as of 1968 , cons i sts of 137 

res idents , plus 140 children who live i n t he Re s identia l School fe r 

ten mor.ths of t he year . Onl y a :v=md- ul of the s e childre!, have f a-mili'3S 

in Hill Creek, the others come f rom outl:,ri nc::- villa >"es in w:i.ich t t e r e 

is no schooJ . • 

The total populat ion of ,;iJ l Creek is 260 : 116 ad ults, 39 ½et we e-:1 

13 and 21 :rears, ard 105 children . Of the t ot al nonul at iM, 130 ( S0 

percent) are Keska: 57 ( 22 oerce t) are Ta~l tan : J (1 nerce~t ) are 

Tlinvit, and 70 (27 percer.t) are 'I- r.it e . .Pl thou;:-1-: th e Y. ask;i r eri r 0 se:-1t 

only 50 perc er.t of U1e total , t ~e ~r r eor e s e:-: t 6c, 'ie rce r.t of tr:e In-:15.an 

popul ation . 

Of the 1137 r esidc11+, s , 72 are adults c--rer 21 :rear s f a~e ; 33 are 

l !:o r a rr.ore cc ;;: lete _e:r.Of ;:'BDh · c breakdo~•:r . ) 
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The Indiar.s who call !'. ill Creek tl, e i r :1ome are never all in t l:e 

wa:~e-Ho r k ou.t s i::le t ~e corny,,uni. t :,- , on + :,e r.i..:.r,+, , t r a..,ninf , a .. ,ay t o sc h(')ol, 

or doin ; t i rie i n j ail). 

Beside:::; t he Ir..1ians there ar e 70 whites: h2 adul t s, 6 hetween 13 

and 21 years , and 1 .3 childr en . The J r i t i sh Coluri.½i a ::Jrest Service has 

t wo rr.en stat ioned in }:ill Cre ek in cha n:-e of t he local Forest Service 

installat i on ; b oth are n:arried and !"lave children. The hot el compl ex 

(inclui i nc t he s t or e , ga r a [ e , and ca:e) is o~~ed and oper ated by partners, 

each of v:hom is :--.arried and has f our cr.il,iren .. The i r business employs 

t wo o arteriders, two wa itresses, and a mech~nic. The Residential School 

is s t af fed by six Sisters of St. Anne, three ? r others, two Oblate F;it he rs, 

f our lay tea che r s and four sui;:,e r v· s or s . The Public School s -l: c> ff i nclude s 

t w:) teache rs--a husb a r.d-wife t eaT11 . There are also e irht white men in the 

villar e livinr: with Ind ian woT11en , and there are two wh:ite l:,,,chelors. 

Of t he adult Indian ponula t ion, 3h nercent are le r ally married , 

47 percent a re involved in other unions and 18 cerce~t are sin~le. Of 

those b etween t he ai-es of 13 and 21 years, none are marri ed, but 4 (12 

percent) <¾re involved i n other unions and have chj l dren b::, t hose unions. 
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THE HOUSEHOLD AND COMNUNITY 

Households 

Household composition in the village covers a bro~d range, but can 

be diYi ded into three p;roups as i s outlined in Tables 1, 2 and 3. When 

research was begun in Mill Creek, there were two households in which an 

unmarried couple was "boarding" with t he family owning the house. In 

both cases, neither member of t he couple was related to the heme-owning 

family, and both of these arrangements W8re short-lived. One ended 

because the boarders were not able to pay the agreed-upon rent, and gave 

the excuse that they were 11 too proud to go on welfare. 11 The second was 

terminated when the daughter of the house-owner had an argument with the 

female boarder. Except for these two cases, households acpear to act as 

corporate groups. 

The household appears to be the lari est corporate group, that is, 

the largest group possessing common property, and sharing in work f or 

specific ends. Within the household few goods are re ~arded as personal, 

ths majority or goods are pooled . Even the earnings of the teenarers 

are used to the common end. If, for some reason, tha parents are unable 

to provide food and clothing, t he teena1ers may have to use their own 

earnings· to buy these for younger members of the family. 

The housahold usually lives under one roof , but in one or two cases 

the house has become too small and a second buildin5 has been built very 

close to the first. In this case the second building serves as a bedroom 

and ths first as a combined kitchen, living-room and bedroom. 

On page 21 Table ~ irdi cates - h househol -is in wh ich the aclult he<'\d 

of the household is married. Seven of these are composed of nuclear 
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T_..A.BLE 1 

Demographic Profile of the Tahltan of Hill Creek 

Sex Age Single Le gal 0ther 'total 
Marriage Unions 

Male over 21 1 3 31 13 
(32) lJ-21 3 0 0 3 

under 13 16 0 0 16 

Female over 21 0 5 6 11 
(25) lJ-21 5 0 1 6 

under 13 8 0 0 8 

Total 39 8 10 57 

TABLE 2 

Den:ogra.phic Profile of t he Kaska of Mill Creek 

Sex Age Single Legal other Total 
Marriage Unions 

Male over 21 5 9 13 27 
(72) 13-21 13 0 2 15 

under 13 30 0 0 30 

Female over 21 1 8 12 21 
(58) 13-21 8 0 1 9 

unc!er 13 28 0 0 28 

Total 85 17 28 130 
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1'ABLE 3 

Demographic Pr ofile of t he whites of l·fill Cr eek 

Sex Age Single Le gal other Total 
Marria ce Uni ons 

Male over 21 13 10 5 28 
(39 ) 13-21 3 0 0 3 

under 13 8 0 0 8 

Female over 21 9 7 0 16 
(31) 13-21 2 1 0 3 

under 13 12 0 0 12 

Total 47 18 5 70 



1'._AB!E 4 

C.omposition of Indian Households in Hill Creek 

Marital 
Status 

HARRIED 

COMHON-LAW 

"SINGLE " 

Household Composition 

Extended: 
a) nuclear f arriily plus daurhter 

her spouse a~d children 
b) nuclear family pl us son, 

his spouse and children 
c) nuclear f amil,v ulus c hil dren 

of absent dauf hter 

Nuclear: 
a) man, woman plus children of 

this union 
b) man, woman plus chil dren, 

some or all of other unions 

Extended: 
a) man, woman plus woman I s child­

ren of other u...-1ion, plus 
woman's mother 

b) siblin s (brother and sister 
plus respectiYe nuclear 
families 

Sine;le }!ales: (two or mere in house) 

Widowed or Separated Femal~s nlus 
Children 

TOT AL NfJJvS~R OF HOUSEHorns 

23 

Ntunber of Sub 
Households Totals 

7 

5 

1 

1 

3 

5 

l 

1 

2 

2 

14 

10 

4 

28 



families only, and seven of extended families. Of the adult couoles in 

these 14 households only one has been married less th an five years, while 

the avera~e length of marriar e is 11 years. Of thi s ?rouo only one 

family has the characteristics of a matri focal - family in that none of 

the woman 's three children are of t he oresent un i on, and each child is 

of a different union. All three or t he children have their mother's 

maiden surname. 

Included in the 11Harried" group, are all t hose households that 

still operate traplines as a family unit durinr the winter months as well 

as those that are most in the practice of making long fishing and hunting 

expeditions in the summer and f all. 

In the group entitled Common-law (Table 4), three households are 

composed of a couple and children of their union. As in the Married 

group, these unions are long-standing and anpear to be relatively stable 

although not legalized, the averave length of the unions is over ten 

years, and these families do not a~pear t o be matrifocal in nature. 

Also under t he "Nuclear" heading are five families in which some or all 

of the children are of other unions. They are unions, with one exception , 

that are fairl y recent and have been preceeded, on the woman's nart, with 

one or more other temporary unions. The averaf e lenr th of t hese unions 

is less than two years. 

The group headed Common-law Extended, contaL~s one household conposed 

of an Indian wom,m who is legally married to a whi te , but is living with 

an Indi an man. Also living with them are her three children of her mar­

riage, and her e l.derly mother. I have included this famil y in the 

matrif ocal f arr.ily tc t ~l s as the wo, an and her t;hildn m ara t he constants 

in the unit . T~e dwelling belongs t o t he w0man and, as her common-law 



ht..sband must leave the area to work, t hey are freo uently senarated. 

The ar es of t his conn.le are 27 a rid 29. They have lived torether less 

than two years. The second household u.T1der this headinr- is made up 

of two common- law unions joined ~y a sibling (brother-sister) relation­

ship. It is difficult to classify these f amilies as neither of the 

couples has lived tor.ether for very long . One of the families has 

several children from the raother 1 s former union. The averaf e ages of 

the four adults is 25 years. 

Finally, in the "Single" household cate r;ory (Tabl13 4) there are 

two households composed of women, one separat ed and one widowed, plus 

their children. These units are clearly matrifocal in nature. The 

women in these two households are 43 and h5 years old . 

From the a"b ove it would apoear that ten of the 28 households 

(about 36 percent) in t he Indian villaF"e are r.:atrifocal in nature. (It 

should be noted that these f i rures do not include those households 

compcsed of Indian women livin~ with white men.) 

Community ~ nization 

Mill Creek is divided geographical l y, ethnically, and socially 

into three parts: a white section to thA east; a Kaska secti on to the 

west, on the reserve; and between, an area inha1JitP.d by Tahltan, a 

few Kaska, and several Indian-white households (see Figure 1) . 

All three divisions are re:>adily perceived by "':.. he Indians, but to 

the whites, the ob-,ious distinction is between whites and Indians. 

Whites seem to be aware of 11 who hangs around with who," but do not 

kr:m•r whj_ ch househol is cJ re Kaska an:l. w:-: ich ;.ire TahJ.t-:JJ:"I . ::ost Fhites 

did net know the names oi either t r fo e, but spoke of' t heir neid1b ours 
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by tte c;er.e :-a l +,er:.. or " Irdians ." 

a ,_e.:ir.ite 

f ~ • t • ' n - ' • 1 Ql ,- ) r, ~r · , " S"' Q J_ ·,~ -, , ~l .~ 
..- - .....) _ - L _ .._, ·.A.J , _ r"" ' - ...._ .._, • 

Kaska i n rill Cree l-:: are now l jvin v on the re E' Pr ,re . T; T'IJ f amilie~ ar e 

l i v i n[' o ~f t:-e r ese r ve in ho1 s e s huilt 2 7' :l ovned ,__ __ t he Je .-, a r ti:·,ent o: 

Teslin i s li-rir:;- 2t the ej _·· e of t·1 e i-- \-' : -:-, e s e ct i or, ~- -'-,o;rr . • 

t hat in f ;l ct t he · Kas ka and ':'?h l t an E ve s ide ·~,y side . A.t t r,e tif'le of 

t h:s s tui; , t i er e Jere t t r ee Tajl t an- ¥h i t e hous e t ol ~s, and thr8F l as :ra-

whi t e hous ehol1s . I n al l cases the •' r:ite par+:.n:? r was r1ale . 

Mos t Tahl tan c ame to Fill Cr eek f r or:1 tne Te legr apn Cr eek ar ea 

family by f anily , at d iffe r er t ,l.. vimes . Al ":/1our.h .s everal of the familie s 

are r elate d , they do not constitut e a s inr l e , un i f ied branc h of t he 

Telegraph Cre e ~. bard. . They have no chie f in Hill Cr eek . To0ay , most 

of the T ahl tan in Eill Cr eek still fe e l s or,1e t i es to Tele rra-ah Cr eek , 

as F:os t h5ve r el ati ves the r e . D r i nz t ~e su~~Rr , a s F a n,, fa~ili s s ct S 

, ' -'- e::i 2er , 



27 

groups communication t e r.ds t o "b e channeled t hr onfh t he spokesmen. 

With the exception of t he 9r i tish ColUJT1bia Forest Service oersonnel, 

the whites are in Hill Creek because of t he Indian ponulation . The 

Residential School is there to educate the Indian children from the sur­

rounding area. The priests cater t o the needs of both t he whites and 

the Indians in their congre eation, but the location of their Mission in 

Mill Creek was determined by the presence of an Indian population. The 

white teachers and staff at the school, therefo re, also find their occu­

pations dependent on the Indians. Even the ~~blic School teachers are 

in Hill Creek because of the Indians. Indian children make up the 

majority of their classes, and the families of the white children would 

not be there were it not for the Indians. 

The hotel, cai'e, p:araf e, and s t ore do a certain amount of b usiness 

with travellers on the Alaska Hi f h ?ay , but t he hot el i s not very new or 

attractive, and many travellers prefer to drive on i nto Watson Lake 

where they can find more modern accommodatior:s. In any event, the hotel 

exists mainly so that a beer parlour and cocktail lounge can be operated. 

One has only to sit in the bar for a f ew evenings to observe that a 

great deal of revenue is gained through the bar, and that it is primarily­

Indians • ... ho frequent the bar. Whites go to the cocktail lounge if they 

go at all. 

Few, if any tourists buy clothin? from the store, though some do 

buy grocery items. For the i r groceries, the whites of Mill Creek f O 

to Watson Lake where there is greater selection and prices are lower . 

Only the Indians depend on t he local store for the majo~ity of thair 

fo cd 2nd ciothin~. 

If the whites are in MiJ..l Creek ecause of t he Indi a!"':s, Phy &re the 
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Indians there? Traditionally t hey ~et and camped there to trade--at 

first with each other, and then with the white traders, and eventually 

they settled there to be closer to the goods obtainable f rom the white 

traders, missionaries, and government agents. They now depend on the 

priests, t he schools, the store, and the bar fo r what have become 

essent i al services. 

\vnile the groups rely on each other fo r t heir continued ?rescence 

in Mill Creek, their interaction is specific, rather t han ~eneral. 

Certain segments of the whit e society meet with se rments of the Indian 

societ:r for sne~ial , f airly well outlined ourooses. The teachers meet 

with the pupils for S:'ecified 9eriods of t he da~0 , af te r vhich, in the 

' case of' the Resi dential School, the s t::oervisors assume the resnonsibility 

of caring for the children. The Residential School teachers may never 

meet the parents ')f their students, as t he children are broui:=·ht to the 

school in September by bus and t hey remain there until the end of the 

school tern when they are returned to t !':leir homes b y bus. The Public 

School teachers have more contact with the parents, and may, in fact, 

be the only whites in the com.munity t o enter the homes of the Indians. 

Wives of the Residential School teachers and staff have l i ttle or no 

contact :-Tith the children or their parents. 

The hotel owners and staff meet the Indians in a setting of pro­

pri~tor-customer relations, in 1hich the whites aluays have the upper 

h;i.nd. Even in t ~1e instances in 1hich the Indians 70 to them with hand­

made leather articles to sell, the wni t es haw~ t he -4dva!ltace 13.S t~e 

Indians will event uan, take whate er is offe red . The w~i.tes ~ant the 

hBnd::iade r:-oods , as tJ-, ey r- reatl :r e,.t:a .ce the c1tt:ractt · e , e-,ss of their 

store for the t ouri s t s, but t hey know that the Indians t avP, n~ other 
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convenient ot.:.t l et fo r t.hei r wo r k , so will ":le farced to s e ll the Articles 

si[ht , t, '.;erE: i s a unity of :-ee i dent s t hat ca'.l b e onnosed to non-res i_-:'ler:t. s, 

co.,,mo r1 : t ".e:: take ~Lice 0 11 t,ne 1'white s ide of t mm , 11 · and they are i nitiated 

b y 't-ll'iites who have s0P1e profess i onal contact 1tl t h t~e Indi ans. I 

d i scoyered no i nstances in wh ich wnites i nit iated activ:.ty t i1a t wa s not 

connected with t heir jobs , r.or did I ever f i nd t nat Indians Fere invi ted 

to take , 2r t :Ln soc i al gatherings at the tor.i.es of --~nites . .Association 

or whites ri t h IndiaP-s seens to be more a cor.s e: ouenc e of white occ up-

ati ons than a result of any desire to f os t er inter-group activities , 

and as whites are in positions of ac1t1"1ority, they do all the :)lanning and 

,cc- ordi nat in; . of acti7itie s , while the Ind:ians 9lay onl y minor parts in 

t he carr ying o ut of the olans. 

Once a week , du ring tbe s chool t erm a fre e movie is s hown i n t .h e 

Hission School a udit orium . The r ; l ms are rented '.)y t.:1e school, nrii:1ari l y 

for t he e '.l joy,,r,nt of t he Mi s si0:1 School children , s t a f :', and tep c r,crs, 

but at tend,rnce j_ s openec. to t h e e nt i re comruni.ty . Thz movies co11 sti­

t ute a popular source of enterta · r r:ent , and are r1ttP. nde1 by almos t 

/ 

Oc casicn c.l l y t1:'1e Eissior: .3 c:,ool holds conc e,rts t o vh i ch t he e n:, i re 
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end of the school term in June. The planning is done by the school 

staff, and, quite naturally, children and staff fror:1. the Mission School 

have a larger involvement. However, the village children and some of 

the adult ~nd~ans may be asked to participate by siuginf. or playing 

their guitars. 

Once each year an interschool sports da,, is held in Hill Creek. 

All t he children in both the ?u~lic School and the Kission School take 

part. Many of the n1others and pre-schoolers, and some of the men, go 

to the school r.rounds to watch. They follow the events with interest, 

but watch silent ly f rom some di stance. In the evenin? following the 

sports day which I ~7. tanded, an outdoor barbecue was held. The invi­

tations, as always, were made by word of mouth, with the children acting 

as the main agents .in spreading the news of t he event. Although the 

word was passed around t hat "everyone is welcome," th0se who came were 

principally the parents of school-age children, an-j anyone who had 

previously had contact with the teachers throughout the s cho~l year. 

The teachers and staf f of the two schools and members of t he school 

board had planned and purchased the supplies for the evening. While at 

the barbecue, the whites who were not overseeinf the cooking- and distri­

bution or t he food sat on one side of tiie fire. The Indians arrived in 

small group~ and sat together on the opposit e side or the fi re, where 

they wa:.ched silently, occasi ona l l :r exchanging a few "ords in low voices. 

Tr..e stiffness wa:; relieved f inally, when Georr e Jonee arrived. Almost 

iITD11ediately he was handed 2 p-uita1·, and he r an to s 'ln D' and t o joke with 

everyone~ C~orp.a is considered b ,he Indians and · ·hites alike to be 

t :1e bss-:. s i n ::-er an.i g·1 itar pla~ er :.n t :.e are a . He has s1mr semi-prof es­

sionally in :rr.any 01 t he cocktail lot: r!?es i n the Yukon . He a;ipears to oe 
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seemed to set t he others at ease. They becan to join in t he conver­

sation and the singi ng . 
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The fore going e11ents renresent a few al most tradi t i onal occasjons 

when, at least nor:inally, t he entire cor.JTiunit ;,' i s i nvolved. 3ut t l-:ev $e <:;r.; 

to point out t he divisi ons rather than t he uni t y of t he set tlement. 

Smaller organizations, such as t he Public School Parent Teacher 

Association, have limited support. The teachers reoorted t hat white 

mothers attended the meetinf s, but only a few of the Indi an mothers 

participated. Those who did take part, did so re rularly . The teachers 

observed that the Indian women felt uneasy when in a group that also 

contained white women. They said i t was of ten more satisfactorJ to 

go to the homes cf the Indian children and to speak with the mothers 

priYa.tely. 

Throughout the year, various sports teams are f ormed, a?ain, 

u.11der the direct ion of the Hission School staff. While I was in Mill 

Creek, men's and women's baseball teams were organized as wel l as the 

inter-school bal l t eam f or t he children. The adul t teams nlayed j n a 

league with Wat.son Lake end Unper Liard teams, The memb ers were 1:i oth 

whites and Indians. Although many were verJl ;i:ood players, t he Indians 

have to be asked r epeatedl y to j oin a t eam, and twen once they com­

mitted t harr:selve s t o -play, they oft en di d not at tend oracti ces or (:" ames 

unles s coaxed. 

The Boys 1 St:}:'ervi sor frorr. t he ··!i ssion School organized these teams. 

He expre ssed sone discouragement at tl:e ar parent lack of enthusiasm and 

s ai J. n.c had. e::-:t'e r "i enced the sc: r1e at , itudes t m-,ards his attePiot s t o f cr.n 

winter sports teams. ~e f elt that the rs .. ,,e r e many talented playe:-s, but 
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While tte r e l ations hip of the con vre ~ati on of the Cturch t e nds t o 

be icdividualistic rat ,1e r tl: an r: roup- orie nte '.:l. , a 1,d wi1ile t '1e s hared 

beliefs do not a~-pear to l ead to soc al relat ions affion;:: the riembers of 

t hs cont:re ~.:.tic-:1s , the Ch ur ch is one of t he few t.:nitinp; fa ct ors in 1'-:ill 

Creek . ~t provides s ome central~zc1 cont r ol over t i e l ives of the 

peopl e as ir. :. ivi:l.ualf , c1rri ';,;, rir,qs t.heri to~et he r at ~ertain t i mes fo r 

specific ~Ur?~S9S 2~cr. as r eliEious services , and fo r e ntert~innent . 

The re is n~i t~e r a Catholic ~o~en ' s Learue , no r a ;~nen ' s fiuxilia r y in 

I-'ill Creek . T:1e w::ites ;,rd :;::ndiar.s do not att e . d Cl~urcr serv-i ces 

.:.nvite thej r nei ,..hbour s ho1.11e to t e.:: , ½ut the:· "io look to +l:e c:,,u-ch +,o 

tol d those ever:+.s, orevious l :.r descr i1'ed , •··h ich b r i w tt·. e r:i +o· e t:...,e r f r om 

time to tine , in an infor mal settinf . 

The rr,ajorit y of the ooi:iul a ,ion ·in ~iil l Creek i s, at least nominail-r , 

~nan C2tholic . Only one I ndiari farn il~r of ei(hi:, oersons, and four Fhi t e 

fami lies , a total of f ourteen, belong to t he J..nglican Church . There i s 

a Catholic chapel in the reside nt i al ~chool , and another i r. a s e oarat e 

log buildin~. Dur in[ the school t e rm, tte c hil c.r en ar.d t e ache rs at t:ie 

Re s ide~tial School are expectei to 3ttend the s ervices in the s chool 

chApel, s0 t ':ie tur nout is 1cer.er ally hi?h , Church atte ndance of the 

adults o:· the villa?e is not re f; lar . The Inc1.ia.ns ten-i to tur ri to t he 

priests when they ~eed he lD as t~~ oriests reor eser.t a cowerfu l link 

-cc the ot.:tsi ie worl:i . T'le 'lr ::. =, +, s cont rol t 1--e r,irin,... ;:i r,i :fj r i ri :- of a 
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fairly constant cont~ct with the Indian Agent in Watson Lake and, upon 

the pr:'..est's advice, assi8tance frc-m that off ice may be g- iven or cut 

off. The Fathers of ten participate i n counselling those Indians involved 

in court cases. They represent sources of information as to court proce­

dure, and as to how one may obtain money f or the pa;ITilent of fines. 

As was mentioned above, Mi ll Creek is roug-hly in the centre of ;:hat 

was once exclus ively Kaska territory, but, within t he past ten to twelve 

years, many Tahltan have ~oved into the villa~e. There are at least ten 

Tahlt an households, and eir-hteen that are Kaska. 'I'here are several 

individual s who are at least oartly Cree and Beaver, and in add i tion, 

there are two Tlinp-it wo r>:en and one Loucheux woman. 

The Kaska ap~ear to resent the outsiders, es:necially the Tahltan 

who represent the second larp-est group in the villa~e. The groups do 

not mix socially. ~riendships are usually formed between men who work, 

hunt, trap, and/or drink together, and t he ali E;nments follow ethnic 

boundaries. Friendships among the women follow a similar pattern and 

are formed between women who wcrks ~ossip, and drink together. These 

friendships are almost entirel y within their own ethnic group, Kaska 

or Tahltan, c:.nd almost everyone within the gr oup is related either by 

marriage or by kinship ties. Women who were not kin sometimes become 

friends, hut these friendships do not seem to last f or a lonf. time, and 

are easily broken by gossip ar:d mistrust. The -:,nly last in? relation­

shi ps seen t o ~e amonr kin. 

Kaeka and Tahlt an do n0t int ermarry, altho-:1e-h there are several 

:1011sehol::ts o: ixe".i ;..·hite a:-i d Kaska as well as wh'i.te a r> d T.;hl t an. 

There ·as one Tahltan women livin~ ~ ·th a Kaska rean , althou~h during 

the s ur.l!"leI· he left t he area t o wor k a ,,d the woman 'o ef an t o live ·,vith 
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who seem to feel less strongly about t heir band affiliations, form 

frie ndships ac:rcss band lines. There is, however, one Kaska married to 

a Tlingit wornan f rom Teslir.. This woman is treated as an outsider by 

both t he Kaska and T ar:lt-an women . This was also t he lot of t he other 

Tlinr-it, and t he LoucheuY. won; a~, hoth of whom left Hill Creek in the 

late surmner. 

Among t he Indians, there is a belief that as Indians t hey are 

entirely self-sufficient, and able to live off t he land. Great nride 

is taken in t he ability to produce handmade tools, traos, and articles 

of clothing. But in marked contrast to the ~yth of self-sufficiency 

are the daily reminders that very f ew of them could survive as did 

their ancestors. Today they are dependent or. the larger white societ7 

for food, clothing, and, t o a degree, s helter~ While pride is taken in 

producing hand~craf ts, very few of t he villagers have or use knowledge 

of these arts. The young people have not taken the tirr.e to learn from 

their elde:rs. This is also true of their ability to speak Kaska or 

Tahltan. At best the young people know only a few words of their 

languages. The exception in this case i s the Roner f amil~. Uncle George 

and Annie Roper sneak Kasb to each other at home and in t,hi s way t heir 

children have all learned the lan::ua?e. 

In eu."'!mary, Hill Creek is divided into se-7eral f r ouos; wr. ites, 

Kaska and ~ahltan, Gecgranhicall/ the - are org- anized i nto a common 

community, but in ter.r,s of interaction, t her€ i s little unity . The 

Crurch and t he Echools provide scme services which cross t he group 

bot.u---idaries a r:J , f r om time to t j:11e . 'ra ~1 the inha1J itant.3 tccether. 

However, f or t he most part act i vi t i es ar e carried out and fr i endships 



are formed within one 's own group. In spite of t he rather artificial 

nature of the cohesion of the community, whi t es and t he Indians are 

denerdent on each other fo r t heir continuer, existence in Hill Creek. 

Econo~ic Inst itutions 
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Althoui;;h there are no commerci al enteror i ses, eyce•1t for the hotel­

store-garage complex in :':ill Creek, t he to~rn i s s ituated in the midst of 

considerable economic activity. Larr;e international mining corrmanies, 

and many smaller companies have established claims i n the surrounding 

vicinity. These oreanizations have crews working at exploration sites 

in the bush and at minin~ camps. Some companies have even established 

pern,anent townsi tes. The mineral and petroleum deposits of the region 

are now being discovered and developed as each year brinr s another 

influx of mining, petroleum and construction en~ineers as well as 

labourers and self-employed prospectors t0 the area. 

To service t he growing industries, communication must be increased. 

New roads are being built into the bush, but in the meantime, charter 

planes and helicoyter coffi?anies are doinv a food busi nes3. Advance work 

parties have already done r&s~arch f or t he prooosed dam on Ghe Liard 

River at out fifty miles 1::lown river from Hill Creek. The orospects of 

this dam and t hat. of t he oromised railroad inr,o Fort }ielson and Dease 

Lake are attr~cti;,. ;;:· new commerci al enternrises t o t he area. 

The increased economic activit. rr:eans ve-::-y little to the Inciians 

in temis of econo~ic be nefits. 1a~y of t he ne~ job opoortunities 

demand an education level beyond t hat of the r1ill Creek Indians, and 

ritany :,-.ore jobs re-qui ~e S?ec ial s :-:i.l_s a. d work exper ience ( e . F., as 

equipment operdors) that t"ney io r.ot h.ave , and cannot easily acquire. 
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It is true t hat t here are nume r ous j ob s a•rai la,.., le fo r •ms killed 

labourers, but j t is als o t r ue t hat t he re cert s ur r-e of economic 

activity has attracted l ar ce numoers or' wo rke rs , most1,· 1-tiite, to move 

to t he north in search of work. By and lar?"e , these wo r kers are better 

equipped t o compete fo r the available jobs than are t he Indi ans. 

In recent years, the U.."'lions have also moved into the north, and 

many companies will hire only union members. To join a union it may be 

necessary t o move to another district, nnd the ex""Penses of moYing as well 

as the initial union dues, are prohibitive to t he Indians. 

Finally , even though an Indian man may be hired by a company, the 

location of t he j ob may require him to leave his f8.Jl'lily for long periods 

of time. Worries connected with being away f rom home may eventually 

induce ~he man to quit his job, thus adding fuel to the old idea that 

Indians are not reliable and will quit af ter receiving their fi rst 

paycheque. 

Besides the new business vent ures, there are the older ones which 

accounted for t he e xistence of many of t he old-timers in t he re fi on. 

Several lo[ging companies t urn out sawn lumber and oeeled noles to meet 

the building needs of t he pe)ple arcund 1·'atson Lake a nd Mill Creek. 

Transport companies provide tru~kin~ services wh~ch brine into t hese 

small tm-ms all the f'Oods required for daily living . Maint enance crew~ 

work year-round t0 keep the hi ghway open, and to kee~ the t elephone, 

telegrapb,:1 and micro- wave lines in good repair. 

And finally , there is the considerable t ou:.·j st business. Hotels, 

motels, and service stati.'.Jns cate r .o travele rs 011 the Alaska Hi ;7h-ray. 

Fuch of t ;-. e tourist ous iness cente!"s around fishin g- and hunting . The 

wildlife of northern Brit i sh Colu: bi.a and t he Yukon supports a ~reat 
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many licensed bi;; g;une outfit t ers who emolo;v hun'.3reds of .-uides to 

accom.'l'lodate t he hunters and fi sherrr.er. who r-o north each "ear. Each 

outfitt er has his own huntin£' t erritory which is desi r.nated by the 

Provincial Departrr.ent of fj sh and ~'1ildlife. To qualify for a t erritory, 

a hunter must hold a Class A guiding license. Any hunter may obtain a 

Class C license providing he has worked with a Class A or B guide for 

three s easons. To obtain a Class B license, a Class C guide must work 

with a Class A or B for three seasons, and to obtain a Class A license, 

the hunter must spend a further three seasons under a Class A guide. 

Apart from the lenfth of time that must be invested in such a ~rocedure, 

there is considera·ole exoense involved in establishing one I s self in 

this business. The law requires t hat an outfi tt,er emolo~.r a fixed number 

of' Class 3 and C g-uides fo r ever ,- three memhers in t ~e narty . Ca'.~ ins 

are erected at points throuf hout the territory f or t he conve r. ience of 

the clients. IG all of t he territor j es are located many miles from any 

town arid from the hi~hway, huntinf narties are either flown in by float 

plane or else ride in on horseback. Float plane docks must be built on 

suitable lakas, while corrals and barns must be built for the horses. 

The hunt of fers the men ernployrr..ent in which they can, and do, 

excel. It is generally recognized that the Indian guides are superior 

to the white €:Uides, and for thi s reason, t hey are eagerly sought by 

outfitters. The ~unt and preparat ions before it appeal to the Indians. 

They enjoy the work, and t!-'1ey enjoy t he security of feeling adequate to 

the situation. There is also a fee_in~ t hat , as Indians, they should 

b & hunti':l c- a-rid wor kim: with horses. 

°3.',' ar.ci l ar:-e , Or! Ce hirw:l. , tre r:en r e'."'.ai:1 vith t ':,e outfitter till 

the last hunt is in . This i s· t he one t yoe of emnlo,,ment which t he:, very 
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seldom tenninate before the job is throurh. Sver. teen-afed bo;s,rs can 

find err.ploymsnt with the outfitters as horse wranglers. Sy wrangling 

for a f ew SUil".mers, a boy learns the r udiments of gui ding and by the 

age of seventeen or eifhteen, may be hired as a Class C guide. At times 

t r: e women accompany their men on the hunt ar.:i earn war-es as cooks or 

cook's helpers. 

Besides the exnenses involved in o~tainin~ a huntinr t erritorv, an 

outfitter must have the qualitie s of l eadershio ani tbe ahi l ltv to 

maintain favora·.)le relations amonf er.rr_,loyees and client s. Be:vond this, 

one must have a certain amount of bus iness skill to advert i ze, make 

bookinr s, organize supplies, crews, and livest ock, and t o be resoonsible 

for the entire party. k, a result, there are many Indians who excel at 

htu1ting, know the areas and the game trails, and have completed the 

required appre~ticeship to obtain a Class A license, but who have neither 

the cash nor the sophistication t o enter the business for theraselves. 

There is one man in Nill Creek who did have his o .. ;n territory, but was 

not able to handle the business and organizational aspects of outfitting. 

After two uns uccessful seasons, he was f orced by circumstances to ?ive 

up his territory. 

The ~bove s un.~ary of the economy of the broader area, is meant to 

give perspective to the economic si tuat ion of the Indians of Mill Creek. 

They live in a villa f'.' F.! of ver~r little commerc i al act ivity which is 

surrounded by intense activity, and are able to e~loi t only a very 

~mall portion of the econoJ'Tli c ~otential. 

At a v~ry general level, ti:e economy of the Indi ans fo llows an 

ar.rrna l oU!:.:l c:f a -:: t ivities as ~u,.:,1 ·1:ed helow . The 0ut li. e is not 

definitive. It may appl;r to s0J11e individuals in part only and to some 
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not at all. 

In the late sprinf , wood cutting begins. Trees are felled, slashed, 

cut and stacked into cordwood for eventual sale to the mine in Cassiar. 

A private truck is cor.tracted to pick up tne wood and deliver it to the 

mines. According to the agreement, trucks can haul the wood as fast 

as it is cut, but there are always complaints from both sides. Cutters 

say t hat the trucks don't come for weeks, when they are most needed, 

and truck drivers say that t ~ey are called out only to find that the 

loads are not ready. The Indian Ae:ent must try to keep the oueration 

going- , as it reoresents one valua1)le source of income for the Indians. 

The major wood-cuttin !Z site i s at Blue River, ao-proximately forty­

five miles by hif hway from Hill Creek. The rr.en , and often t:- e entire 

family, move to Blue River ror the wood-cutting season. This settlement 

consists of tent dwellings, which have walls four to six lof s hifh to 

supplement the canvas. There may or may not be a wooden floor in these 

buildings. Although they are supposedly temporary dwellings, some of 

these cabins are occupied througho~t the year. Some wood-cutting does 

continue all winter, though most of the men stop and do not return until 

the spring. 

With the onset of summer, many of the men of :Mill Creek leave for 

the bush to preparP. for the hunting season. There are four well 

established outfitters who make ,,atscn Lake their headquarters. The 

outfitters transport t he men to the bush where they ~epair cAhins, 

corTals, docks, and barns. E3ch outfitter must either maintain his 

own string of horses, or else rent them from a rancher in the area. 

;Ju:r-in6 the ::. '.::--_-:er t ': e l ivest oc .. ·s :-o:.mded '.lP , ~ rar:ded , a:-- d t ".:e ·rc-u:!'l f 

horses o roke1~ to t he sadd:e or r-ack oarcl . 
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Hunting seasons vary f rom one kind of game animal to another. 

The first hunt s begin during t he first week in Aur-ust; the last end 

around the middle of October, at which time it becomes impractical and 

uncol7lfortable to hunt due t0 t~e snow an~ cold. 

Those Indi ans not hired by t he outfitters may find employment with 

const r uction or maintenance crews working on the Alaska Hifhway. During 

the s umme r months major repairs or alterations to the hi~hway and the 

bridges are carried out. There are always extra men needed to work on 

the road crews. Few Indians at Mill Creek have the oonortunity to 

learn to drive heavy trucks, so they are usually emuloyed as r eneral 

labourers, althou.rh there is one young man who attended the vocational 

school in ¼~itehorse and i s now permanently emoloyed ae a grader ooerator 

on a highway maintenance crew. 

Employment may also be had wi th the British Colwnbia Forest Serrice. 

Forest fires present a constant thr eat durin~ the hot dry summers, and 

the Forest Service has the authority to conscript firefighters in time 

of need. Although firefighting does offer another source of income, 

it is an especially unpopular type of work. It is not unusual for the 

entire, unemployed, male population to disappear at the threat of being 

pressed into service. 

Once the s~ows come tc stay, around the end of October, those 

-families who still mdintain trap lines rep-'lir their equi,;,ment, pack 

their su:-iplies: and l eave for t he bush. The eq1.1inment is all oacked 

on their backs and on t he backs of , e i r do ers. Their lbes P1ay be 

one or two da:rs walk away, er abou:. Once out 

O!°l the t rap] ine, theE !:: f amilies re:. 1.... r n 0nl '! r.:,e r i odicall· t o b rinr in 

their f urs and t o t ake back more s u,; lies. F0r a vreek or ·cwo at 



Christmas, those families with children in the Residential School 

return to Uill Creek to s pend Christmas with their children and to 

11 

vis i t t heir friends. This is a ti.me of rr:ar.y narties, and is s urpassed 

only by t he r e t urn from t he hu..."1t f or excitement and activities. Shortly 

after New Ye a r's the tranpers ret ur n to their lines aga i n. The trapoinf­

season e:irtends f rcr:1 October to May . 

In the past, every I ndi an f amily in f!:ill Creek could suoucrt 

itself b:r trappinr: , but nowada'rs t here are f e",er than ei rht f amilies 

who trao for an an':".lrecia'nle oortion of t he s r ason. Thi s fact notwi th-

standing , t he r e exist s a feelim· of t he "ri fht ness 11 of t his occ unation 

for the Indians, s imilar to the feeling of t he 11 ri r htness 11 of t he hunt. 

As one resident put i t , 11Every Indi an in Hill Creek feels t hat he must 

trap a lit tle to be able to call h i mself an Indi an." Some way never 

get any furt her t ha n talking of going trappinr , while others may stay 

in the bush for periods varying from a few days to a f13w weeks. 

There are othP. r sources of income, but most of t hem are for short 

periods only--od1 joos of pai nting for t he Forest Service or for the 

hotel, carpe nt r :_r work and ditchdi[fin~ type jot s. 

The economy of 1,;n1 Creek is based not. cnly on war.es but also on 

social assis tance, The mcst common f orm 0 1' a"sist.ance is from t he 

Dep artment of Social '::elfare or f rom the '.)epart.rn.ent of Indi an Affairs, 

two off ice s t hat work ver y closel ~ a s the y nrovide ncny of t he same 
s 

services. Stat.us Indians are a& s i s ted b:,c t '.'le ::;:ndi an A, e l'"\t while Non-
6 

Status India ns ( anrl whites ) are assi s -1:.e-:l o;r "i:,~e De"D artment of Snci al 

Welfare. 

ot:, er f on ~ 01 social assL,tar ce are r -idsd by local er oups 

s uch as t he Catholic Church , t he Sl k~ Club , and t he Baotist Church of 



Watson Lake. These groups offer food, used clothing, and travel 

allowances to needy families and to students . The Lions Club of 

Prince George sponsors an annual Christmas part y f or the children of 

the Resident ial School. Nembers of the club f l y from Prince George 

to Mill Creek laden with toys and candies which they dist r ibute to 

the children. 

The jobs described in the annual round. appl y t o the rr.en in Mill 

Creek. 'rhe contribution of the women to t he economy is of a di f ferent 

nature, and althour h their contribution may or rr.any not be as large 

as that of t he ffien, it arypears t hat the women control t he economy of 

the household. The man's work is seasonal and is of ten piece work so 

that when one j ob is completed, there may be an interval when no work 

is available , or a period when no work is sought·. In contrast, the 

woman's contri':rnti0n is relatively constant and secure. She can count 

on receiving a monthl y Fan ily Allowance cheque, and ir she is an 

unwed mother or a widow, she is eligi ble to receive other f orms of 

assistEnce, s uch as grocery chits, and pe rhaps even a house to live in. 

Her man may, in fact, live with her, al t hough he will disanpear when­

ever the Indian Ap.ent or Social Harker vi site, as her so~ial assistance 

may be cut of f if she was receiirine: any support f rom a man. 

Hiss Lari sdon, the Sor,ial Worker for t he 'datson Lake area, said 

that t :,e official -pol icJ of he::- off i ce was to f ive cash ass i stance 

i f t he head of t he family in need was felt to be a '!deoende'.-. ~eH nerson 

and had displayed s ome der ree ol' competance «t handlinr his own 

finances, otherwtse it was given in the form of gr 0ceries or a grocery 

chit . She 'den t. 0n t o say t hat she h '.3. :i not yet [ i ve n ca sh as3ist ar:c~ 

to anyone. 



The women control t!'le econorn.:r in yet another wa7r : when the men do 

have money, the women soon relieve them of it . They s imnl:r wait until 

the men become intoxicated, and t hen t ake the money . Once they have 

it they dole it out to their man either as cash donations or b:r buying 

his liquor. 

In summary, Mill Creek is located in an area of considerable 

economic activity, but the Indians of that village are able to exploit 

only a small portion of the action. In 1949 they were independent 

producers, but now t hey must compete for jobs within t.he context of 

the broader economic system or otherwise look to the broade r society 

for social assistance. Subsiste:1ce activity is not an important part 

of the village econorny which is based larg-ely on war e labour and 

social assistance. Roughly speakin~, men earn the former while women 

obtain the latter. A man I s work outs ide the villa ""e may be for lengthy 

periods, but almost invariably ties to his household and villar e pronmt 

him to terminate his employment. For t his reason rnan's work is not 

year-round and his contributi on to the household economy is snoradi c. 

A woman's contribution, composed mainl y of social assistance, is 

smaller, but mui::h more stable as it can be counted on to continue year­

round. 

One apparent result is that, to a large extP.nt, women control the 

household economy. lvith the assurance 01' social assi5tance women are 

fairly independent and do not r8quire the support of a man. This 

~ndependence may be a major variable in the formation or t he mat rifocal 

household. 



Political Institutions 

In t he past, le2ders were drawn f rom t hose individuals who ':lest 

lrnew and understood t he technolo r-:r, customs, and rit ual s of his own 

people. Today, leaders anpear to be those who best understa nd the 

technology, customs, and ritnals of t he whit e society, and can interpret 

them to their o~m people. 

While there are no official leajers in the Indi an community, there 

are spokesmen who, to a large extent, f ill t he role of a leader. They 

are those individuals who interact in the r r eatest number of circles 

in the communit y , and have the widest area or' contact and inrluence. 

The spokesmen !'or the whites are usually the priests or one or the 

school teachers, as . they ot'ten have more contact with In::iians than do 

other citizens. The bartenders T11 a,r also act as snokesrnen, as the y have 

frequ.ent contact with most oi' the adult Indians, ;:p, d one barte;vier is 

married to a Kaska woman. 

Uncle George Rope r i s of ten t he renresentative f or the Kas ka. He 

is regarded by the Kaska, to be a rr pood Ind i an, 11 and he is well liked 

by the local whites, who describe him as bein; sober, hard-workinf and 

honest.. This seems to make Georze, and hi 3 family, a los- ical liaison 

between the Kaska and the whites. 

George Jones , Walter Daniels, and Hrs .. Baker all occupy this role 

for the Tahltan. George and Walter have become WF!ll knmm fi gures to 

all of Nill Creek through their sin~ing and ent €rtair,ing throu["hout 

the a:rea. ?-h·s. B1ker is one of t he more willing- suoporters of the 

Public School Pa~ent Teachers Associ ation , and has the renutation 

amon g ~ ... ,1e wl:it.es as :: eir..r- one of t ~ e ·1est mothers 2~cn,· the Indj a r: s . 

The looseness Jf t he se l.ea-.e rs'iio oles and t i., e vaf'ueness of their 
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position is not t o ':l e wor.dered at . If one lcoks to t :-i e descr: ,:,t·on of 

Tahltan :-iolit ica l or e-aniz 2+: io r; in ab ori ~; nal times, ·pe f i nd t hat "the 

chieft a i nship even of ol d ~as r ore a ryos i tion ~f honor t hAn ryo~er 

Each fa mily was a disti nc t or7ani zation , co t rollin~ i t s i nt err~ l af f ai rs , 

recognizinc only t he aut hority of i ts own chief , and ffieetin~ t ~e otter 

~ •1• '•:i ( ~ } Of"\ '"' • 28 ) ~arr: i i e s o~ c cnT.on f, rouna w::rrn.ons , v / . • 

Abo:- i r, inally , leadersh i !:' aJ11onr t~e ·:aska W&S sir:ilar t o tha t of 

tr.e Tah E a:- , a c:::::i-c-:i. i ng t o :-Ioni vnann : 

The t erm mu2nd 11 des i ; n2te s t he n:._crocosmic erle ri:ied 
f~ily grc u_ with i t s unre l at e~ han -8 rs- on or adoated child­
r e n , Seve r a : s 1 ch 11n i t s oc ::: uoyinf'." c ont i 17uous rl.i strict s con­
stitute s t:1e unor ,:anized and h i::-h l :r anorohous macrocosmic 
bcind fo r ·Thich we ha •re us e':i -'-,he t err.' 11 t rib e 11 

• • • ~ach of 
t he rr: i p.: ra t::> r;-: b ar.ds reccr n:. zed . hea iRan • • • Ti,ese le a'lers 
we re premari l y f aMi l~ ~ea1s so t ~at , ac cor :i in~ to Cha~~1e 
ani Coon 's s :ri: t em of anal:; s i s, t r 1e ( j,e ., 4nter!' a'1" n ·, ) 
polit ica l c r?aniz ation r emai ne d only incinient l y real i zed in 
abori ~i nal [ 2ska society (~oni ~~a~n 19~4 :84). 

&"llOnf t he :(as ka , And v Andre;··s i s re!.,orted to hold t '7e heredi 1· ar~r 

ri ght to t he title of Chief , b1it he does not exercise t hi s ri rht. 

Accordin f to t he DeDartment of Northern Develoo:rient ;:; nd I ndian 

Affiars, Eill Cree l-: is under' t he j uris ·ii ction of Ch~ ef i"Iartin :B arry and 

the Council of t he Up9er Liar d Kaska. However, the villapes are 

tt-,entj'·- t wo r1ile s apa rt , one in :a rit j sh C::,lcl'T\b i a , and t he other in t he 

"'!ukon. 'foe 2. r:- an;:-er-:ent j s most t:.nsatisfa ctor:' even thourrh Chief Eartin 

Barry i s ve r y cons cientious. The :.rr.p rac t icality of t he fo t ervening 

'i i s t 2rcc i s coPJy: ou..nded 'by rire s e i~e J. a :-~e nU!7lbers of T£. hltan in l'Iill 

Cre ek :,to 2re wi tt out -:-epre s e~.tct-io:: . ft leas t 'J "irtially due t o the 

a'bon , t l1e I nd~ :in !pe11t pe rfo r s i ·.:111 Creek rna nr of t he ftm c t ions 
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1t h s been s u~,::- ested by the De:Prtne :·, t 0~ I:ldian Affairs, +,hat a 

c!1ie .:· b r1 electe-:i ,·I:10 wcul:l r ecres e·1t both t h,;, }~aska and the Tahlta:1 , 

but animosity bet, ;-eem +he tr ibes i s so str'Jnf t hat , as ?et , his SU f:;­

p:estion has not been followed . :r-;eL'.-'.e r tri .e woul -:i a r ree to :1avi n f'.' a 

chi ef f r om t :1e other t r ibe . All t h?t the spokes~e n aonear tn lack t o 

he cor1R official leaders is o:'ficicil reco ~·~i +,ion fror:! t l--: e :Je Dartment of 

Indi an fffairs . However , thi s does not anocar likely f or t he ne a r 

fut ure . 

v e s i:les t\:e ::l and Council of Up,:,er liar-:l. t here are otter 001Hi cal 

institt.:.ti ons wit :1 wh ich Ir.d i ans have contact, i.ut t1-1e~· are Mt ' ci~ed i.n 

Mill Cr eek . .ltlmos t e1rer:r Household has , at one time or ann1·her, had 

some contact with the Indian Ar-e nt, the Social ' !orker , and mern.1;ers of 

t 1e :-iatson Lake detacnrn.ent of the loyal Canadian !-'.:o'.lnte :i Police . 

The attit 1.de of t he Indians toward the Indian Are nt seer.e'.i t o b e 

summed up by River Joe , a ninet.~r- three ye ar old Kaska , who said t o the 

J\gent , 11The Government hires you to take care of us Indi ans , so whjr 

aren ' t you taking care of me? 11 He had jast received a new pair of 

glasses (for which the Depar t ment of Indian .'\.ff;drs had paid) , an-:i felt 

that they d id not work very well. Ee l•r,rnted the Indi2n .. p-ent to do 

Domethin"" a:) out tr.em . Ho·,rP.ve r, he related that tl-:e Indian. ,,gent had 

given hir; ne,-; teeth , new ;:-lasses, 2!'),d a ,.,.,e ;:irin , a.;d , a ni wit':1 cons id-

I also hear~ r.ormlain t s tr.at t l: e I nr:l.~_an _\f ,.. e :: r:o off: cl'? --;.;~ ; n 
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the Indian Agent was there to take care of all the needs of the Indians. 

Their attitude toward t he Social ~.rorker :as much the sa-0 e, b ut as the 

Social Horker was often resDonsi'.) le for re r.iovinP- chi ldren f r om homes 

where they were not receiving minimum care, she was looked on as some­

thing of a busybody or a snoop. They did not feel it was her b usiness 

how they cared f or t heir children. 

Similar attitu::ies were expressed towards members of the Royal 

Canadian :Mounted Police. The Indians seemed to feel that they should 

be left to settle t heir diff erences arr.ong themselves without t he inter­

ve~tion of the police. Only very rarely does an Indian call the police 

to report another member of the village, and then, only in the case of 

an emergency. 

At present then, as in the nast, t he Dolitical structure of the 

village is but weakly developed. )~ there is no Chief a .d Band Council 

in Nill Creek, t.he Indian Agent has taken over many of the tasks usually 

perfonned by such a ~roup. Several other r overnme~t af encies, s uch as 

the Department of Social Welfare, a nd the Department of Public Health, 

along with t he Department of Northern Development and Indian Affairs, 

provide services which make it possible for households, 2nd even 

individuals to be independent from each other, but make it very difficult 

for them to be indep€ndent from t he government agencies. 
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THE 'dO:M.A.N I N T~ HOUSEHOLD PJID COr1MUNITY 

Tasks Performed By The~ for Her Household 

Not all I spoke with stressed t he same i terns of dut y, but the list 

compiled from t he combined statements appears to be fairly comprehensive. 

At no time did the opinions of the informants conflict beyond the fact 

that some items were thought to be no longer relevant. "We used to do 

that, but now we don•t. 11 --This, with regard to tanning moose hides and 

making dry-meat. 

It was generally agreed that a woman should do the cooking, house­

cleaning and carin~ for t he chi ldren. 

Food and its Prenaration 

Usually t he women prenare food once or twice a da;.r. If t he family 

is on hand, they may gather around the table and eat to~ether. If they 

are not there, the food is left on the back of the stove or on the ta~le 

where it is available whenever h~usehold members want it. During t he 

school year, most of the mothers prepare lunch at noon time, as the 

children return to their homes during lunch hour. If the mother is not 

at home and if no food has been left on the stove, the tldest child will 

usually help the others to make jam or peanut-butter sandwiches. A 

mother may insist that her child eat his meat and ve getables before he 

may have cookies and other sweets, but this appears to be more of an 

.::ffort to fill him up so that he won't eat too mar:y cookies and " get 

P. belly ache. n However, because of the casual nature in ,•:hich the rneals 

are eaten, -!:.he mot-he r does not always see to it t hat the children eat 

often chooses br ead and jam or cookies ra~ he~ tha11 meat and ve peta~les. 



The food tencis to be fairl;r basic : meat, fi sh, ootatoes, rice, 

tinned vegetables, and snrnPtirnes +,inned f r 11.it. Rice i.s not r:ecessarily 

used as a substit ute f or ootatoe~, and , at times, both are served at 

the same meal. 

If used, bread is purchased at tte stc re; however, in mar house:­

holds bannock replaces 1-i read. All women and mo st men can make bannock 

from a simple standard recipe , and i n fact considerable pride is taken 

in projucing a good bannock. On the trail, the pre-mixed dry ingre­

dients are carri ed in a plastic bag . At times the women may bake 

cookies (peanut -butter cookies seemed to be the favorite) but these 

items were more commonly bought at the store, 

Although a gr eat proportion of t he food consumed is purchased f rom 

the local stor e , whenever possible, wil d p-a::ie is eaten. l:oose ·i s the 

most common game-food, but caribou, deer , mountain sheep, mountain goat, 

beaver, bear, r roundhog, squirrel, and ral,bit are also eaten. Not all 

these animals ar e to be found in the immedi ate vic jnity, a r.d a hunt of 

several days lenr th may be required t o b rim· back mountain sheen and 

goats. 

Lake trout, Dolly Varden, greyl ing, and lin :-:- cod are cau,ht in 

the Liard, Dease, and Bl ue rivers. Dolly Var den aPd gre vlin~ are taken 

from Hill Creek. Those Tahltan who have maintained their kin ties with 

Telegraph Creek, and who are able to nake the j ourney to that area 

during the sumr.1er, br ing back b0xes of smoked salmon. 

During t he st'l11Ii1e :!" ,·nonths , wild t-erries may be gathered and made 

into jam. Only once did I s ee a narty or six or seven women picking 

raspoer rie .3 0 :1 a hill.sic.e above. ths villar·e , '.)ut several times I heard 

children ar.nouncing that th~ir rr,other had made jam f rom the berries they 
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had picked. In Au r-ust, t.Thile on a huntinp e:r.uedi tion, two oung- women 

and I picked cranberries along the Dease River. One of t l1 e ~romen later 

nade them into ja~ simply by boilinf the be~ri es and addinc s u~ar to 

the boiling fruit. 

Only one househ0ld, that of Hrs. 2arker, has a garden. The garden 

does not supply nearly all the needs o .. :: the household, but does make 

a signif icant contribution. It is surrounded by a fence high enough 

and strong enough to keep out even the lars est dogs, and most of' the 

children. The greatest part of the garden is planted. in potatoes, the 

rest in peas, carrots, lettuce, and radishes. On either side of her 

front door, !-!rs. Baker has placed old tires; the centre of each has 

been filled with earth and planted with flowers. 

Besides cooking the meals, a woman is also resuonsible for doinr 

the: dail~r shopping., Although there are several lar re r rocery stores 

in Watson Lake, where the orices are a bit lower, most of t he Indians 

do t heir shopoinf. in t he small local store~ The lack of transoortation 

makes shoopine in Watson Lake difficult for most households, but rather 

more important is the fact that almost every houBehold in the villa~e 

has a credit account with the local store. Groceries and most clothing 

itemD are purchased there, although some individuals u~e the catalogues 

to buy at least pai~t 01' their clothing. Most items are simply added 

to the account. 

Food is purchased in small quantities, which means that top prices 

are paid f or cc:-nr1ercial packar ir g. : hen paytn~ cash, they hand the 

store clerk a handful of money and he calculat es and ret ur ns the ctanee. 

If he in<licat ea t h9t they te7en1t ~iven him enou ph Cor t he item, they 

look thr ourh t heir pockets for ore . At least nart of this orocedt1 re 
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probably stems f r om a difficult y witr. t he Enr l i sh l anfUarre a ,· ainst 

which the ol der vill ar er s labour. Al thou ;;:-h the younP"er women have had 

more educat ion and are wel l awar e 0 .1. t he spendinf val ue 0 1' t heir money, 

all rely on the st ore clerk to keep t r ack of t heir bills, and seem t o 

accept unquestioningl y hi s wor d as t o t he t otal which t hey owe. 

Household Cl eanin~ Chores 

While all women felt t hat it was a wor:ian I s task t o do the housework, 

most were somewhat vaf:ue about what specif i c chore s fell under t hat 

general term . A few made more concrete examnles, sa;rins t hat t he woman 

should sweep t he f l oor, do t he dishes, and wash the clothes f or her 

family. 

Mrs. Baker once sat surveyinf her va.lls ar:d wi ndows , and s aid t hat 

as soon as she c-ot t ~e cast off her lef (w~,j ch she bad broken i n a fall 

down t he cellar st airs), she woul d "sure get evervone "ror kinr . These 

walls and windows need was him;,: ." Thi s was the onl y ref erence t o the 

washing of walls or windows as items of house . erk. 

It is t he woman I s task to ens ure t hat the re i s wood and water in 

the house and t hat the slop pail i s emptied, t ut more of ten than not, 

she will relegate t hese jobs t o one of the chi l dren. 

Floors are periodical ly mopped by the women , o:r by an older 

dauehter. Due to t he amount of traffic of chil d~en , dof s, and visitors 

during tt.e mopping oper at ion, t he f l oor is often no cleaner w:1en the 

job i s compl eted than before, but at no time did I hear chi l d or beast 

3colded fo r tr2cki nr r.iud and dirt onto the clean fl oor. 

Onl :; t hree women ment i oned the t ask of J_r oni n r- clothes . I estimated 

t r.at rity f households _,;n-e an iro :-i 0 £' s o!ile s :1 rt , : 1.:.t am certain 

of onl y s ix . In the se s i x households t here are younr wo~en and/ or 
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teenaged girls. The young women seem to be nore concerned about this 

aspect of eroomin~ than are the older women, who appear to place little 

value on it. 

Child Care ----
Caring for young children is largely a matter of feeding, dressing, 

and putting t h-m to bed. They are left to their own devices to amuse 

themselves, and an older child - a sibling or a neighbour child - is 

charr ed ;..ri th seeing that the younf, one does not wander too far from the 

house. Carin i_;r for habies was usually described as a matter of chan r:ing 

diapers and feeding t he i nfant. Either breast feedin g- or bottle 

feeding were acceptable. 

Although many of the women nowadays r o to the nursing station in 

Watson Lake to have their babies, it may still be the duty of a mother 

or older kinswoman to act as midwife to a da~rhter, or youn~er kins­

woman. Agnes Roper had her children in the bush C!uring the winter, 

while on the trap line. Her mother helped her to deliver both babies. 

I observed that very often the household chores and the ~aring for 

young children and babias, are passed on to the eldest girl in the 

household. Once three teen-aged girls who were vi.siting my cabin 

watched as I finis hed mopping t he floe!'. They asked me if I liked doing 

housework, and when I answered, :•Yes, 11· the:tr said th,3t the:r had liked to 

do hcusework when they were young, but now that they had to do all of 

it, t he~, did not like it any more. At times the J'liother may be a½se:1t 

fron t he r.o:-ie for se·~eral da~rs, d r im· which time the eldest daurhter 

~ss ;_ur,es t::e ;·,otter ' 5 re snn'l sib ilities . Younr2r cl-:i~dre,.t accP.~t coru:1ands 

and renrimands f r o:-r. the el:iest s i st er without questioning her authority~ 



A woman's duties are not all centered in t he hoMe . Plthou~h only 

a few households now go out on a hunt as a unit , most make short 

fishing excursion:, durinr t he surru11er. Fewer t:-i an eir ht households run 

traplines rer ularly throur ho11t the winter. How-ever, on huntin!" , fishin r. , 

and trapping expeditions, a woman was expected to take an active part 

in carrying s upplies, setting up camp, settinf aid collecting from her 

own traps, casting f or or snaring r'ish, and helping to cut and clean 

the game brought in by the men. 

I was taught to clean f ish by a seven-year-old girl who explained 

that when her family went on fishing trips, the children had to clean 

the fish while both parents f ished . The manner in which she handled 

the knife and f ish indicated that she had nad a ~ood deal of practice. 

It was not thought to be necessar y, nor particularly desirahle, 

for the wonen to stay in the i mmediate vicinity of t he camp to tend tte 

fire, nor for her t o do the cookinf . fa women have their own set of 

traps to attend, it would not be possible f or them to remain in camp 

to cook. In describinr camp life on a winter trapping expedition, one 

young mother said, "Nobody cooks, we all cook. Hhen I'm hunp: r y I v.et 

something to eat. \.lhen somebody is hungry, he f ets something to eat. 

Just when we get hungry we cook for us . 11 I was l2ter able to see some­

thing of t his arrangement in act ion when I went on a short hunting 

trip with a small group of Tahltan . The only times we at e together was 

in the late evening before retiring when one of the young men made 

bannock over t he open fire. -le watched it eagerly till it was cooked, 

then ate it and washed it down with s r uce t ea. 

During su;'.'rrn~r and f aJ.1 hu t , :.he Id:ien i ria:: pier: berries or f i sh 

while the men are hunting. If the re are yow1~ children in t he ~raup , 



they will stay with t he mother. Either men or women may be in char~e 

of cutting meat and fish into strips for dr ing- and strine-inrz them Ul) 

on poles over the fire to dry. 

A woman is also respoP.sible for scraping, stre+.chi:i.g, and tanning 

hides which she will then either sell, or se-~, into moccasins, mukluks, 

or jackets. These items ma~r or ma y not be decorated with beaded 

designs. The value placed on the ability to sew and bead moosehide 

maybe inferred from the statement of a young Kaska woJ11an, "Joyce, now 

you learned how to make moccasins you could get a nice husband." 

\mile this was said in a teasing manner, it prob ably indicates some of 

the skills val ued in a woman, and it may have been ~ade to obsel"'le my 

reaction to t he idea of havinr an Indian husband. 

Tanning hides is a long diff icult, and un~leasant task. There 

are few of the young women now who are ahle, or anpear ear er, to carry 

out this task. I saw many samples of oeadwork done by younr f irls and 

teenagers, but none of them showed any interest in tanning hides, and 

all admitted t hat they had never tri ed it. A few had watched t heir 

mothers, but said it looked like too much work. They were surprised 

and amused that I wanted to learn. 

Most women of age 45 and older are skilled at both tanning and 

decorating hides. Their work is greatly admired by Indians and whites 

alike. 

When asked the duties of a woman as a daughter, it was va guely 

indicated that a woman should "take care of her parents whan they c:.re 

old,. 11 This ap~eared to mean t hat t t ey should be given food, clot hing, 

and ~he: l t er •:hen the;' could no l o. - e r r:.Triris s 1.:ch i te:1s fo r them­

selves. One infor1nant added t ha a or.i?n s hcul d :r.ake tea f 0:- her narcnt s 



when they are sick. To a larqe extent elderly women are r elieved of 

most of their duties, and may spend their time visiting a.d sitt ing 

in the sun. Sometimes, however, t he elderly mother is left to take 

, care of her grandchildren for long periods of time. 

S5 

In some cases, the obser,ed behavior may indicate a very accept­

able alternative to a woman's duties, that of rele f atinf the duties to 

another. In this manner the woman uho is the female head of a house­

hold may become s oMething of an entrepreneur. She is responsiole for 

ensuring t hat the tasks are carri ed out , but need not do t hem herself, 

and may pass them on to her da m:::hter or c;rranddanrhter. 

One of the quest i ons with W!'li ch t hj s study was concerned was 

whether or not t asks were carried out i n any rout ine order, either from 

day-to-day, or from weev.-to-week. While . some very f eneral patte rns of 

living became evident, these apoeared to be i mposed from out side the 

Indian Community . As children were required to attend school five 

days of t he week during the school term, a certain amount of routine 

was inevitable, at least in those households having school-aged children . 

Weekends ~ere f urther distinguished from schoo: days by the closing of 

the store and the bar on Su..~day. Cne distinction which was not mentioned, 

is that Church services are held on Sunday. This too is a routine 

imposed from ~ri.thout. 

For the most part, household chores were carried out wher. t he need 

for t hem becaJ11e apparent rl'.ther than rout inely. The above notwith­

standin?, i t i s poss ible t o rr.ake so ,.e broad ,:,eneralizations as to the 

manner iri which the V,Jmen spend their tir.ie , but there are exceptions 

to 2lr.103t every s t at ei~1e'l'lt. 

Usually t i1e ",omen arise bet·,1een ten a. m. a ri d twelve noon. Tr.ey 



dress in jeans or slacks of some kind, a light sweater, and car.vas 

runners. If there are school-aged children in the household, they get 

up by t hemselves, dress, and go to school. If t he chil:iren eat any 

breakfast at all, the y ~ust prepare it themselves. An older child may 

be made rasuonsib le for ~ettinf the younr er children off to school in 

time. The chil:iren are of ten late for school, and t r ere have been 

times when the teachers have had to ~~ from house to house collecting 

children. This is not a common occurrence, excent durinf the week 

when the guides and wranglers return from the hunt, a~d there are 

parties and excitement to keep t he children awake all ni rrht. 

At some time during the day t he t omen will sweep the fl oor, bring 

in water fron the river or from the pump, brinr. in wood f or the stove, 

and cook some food. If her husband is at home, he may take over the 

jobs of carrying in wood and water. These jobs appear to be done in 

no particular order, at any time during the morning or afternoon. 

At times the women heat water on the stove and wash clothes for 

all the household. Several of t he homes have washing machines, but 

these are seldom in good condition, as they are -often lef t outside to 

make room in the house. The majority of women must do their washing 

by hand. There appears to be no re f ular day on which the washin~ is 

done., 

As was mentioned a'J ove, some of the women hold jobs in Mill Creek. 

One o f t he err,.ployers n~inted out t hat even if t he Indian 'r!Om,m is a 

£OOd housekeener i n her own home, s he may not make a f-'ood c~arr,ber maid 

or je.nitores3, as these j obs require that certain tasks be done every 

2n-1 a t cerca.·i :- ; :::'air l y so ecifi c ti ;-ies . He s ~i cl t ~at ~t e Indian 

women do not seem to appreciate t he need or value of dustinf a room 



that was dusted the day before :md does not look dusty today. He 

continued saying t,hat the women could not see t he point oi' doin'-1 chores 

in a definite order, alt~ough the or der was sm:mosedl y the Most efficient, 

and of ten desi~ned t o comnlement t he work of another T)erson. 

Beyond tl:1e duties outlj_ned a1, c<re , the Indiar: w::imen snend most of 

their ti,;,.e =
1wallr.in r around , 11 a t erm m:ed t o cover a ranp-e of acti~rities . 

It could mear. sitting in i:. \'!e sun , f Oin ::- to the st ore, visiting a friend, 

or going to t he bar. The !'Ur?ose of 11walkin <:r around 11 anoears t o be 

meetinf friends ~nd seeinf what everyone else is doin~ or is coing to 

do. Not far from the store, t here is a wooden platfonn that appears 

to have been the floor of a house at some time. Durine the sUJ111T1er this 

platform was one oi' the favorite sitting spot s for the older woman. 

Men usually chose the shade of t he old Taku Trading Company building 

not .rar away. On the way to or from the store or bar, the women would 

stop to sit in the sun and visit. There might not be much conversation 

at all. e The pleasure of shared company with a minimum or talking of ten 

constitut ed a visit. 

Going to the store to shop is closely linked to tte pattern of 

vi3itine and ~cssiping, and is usually spread out as much as nossjble. 

No part of t he villar c is more than t hree-quarters or a mile from V :.~ 

s~ore, so it i s possi ble, and a ears to be desi ra~le, t o make several 

trips rather t han purchase all the r roceries at once. Certain times 

of the day are more ponu1ar .l'o r s opnir.£: t han others . No one wil l go 

to the store early in t he mornin~, as t here 1-:ould be no cha nce of 

meetin::: ar.d talkinr: wi th a neifhbour at t hat. time. The favorite time 

appeared. to be ·:,etwec:1 one and t h1~ e 111 tne at't.'3r:.oon as the su..'1 wculc. 

be wa rm and pleasant , ar,d. one co ld r.take plans f or t he evening. If a 
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person is 11broke 11 or on the interdict list, they will choose to do 

their shopping later in t he day, or in the early evening , with the 

possibility of meeting friends on their way to the bar. At t hat time 

gossip may be exchan~ed and the oerson out of funds ma y be invited in 

for a drj_nk by a more affluent friend. 

Hhile 11 walkinf aroundn a. woman may find someone who is f' OinP'. to 

Watson Lake, and decide to r-o alon g- . She does not find it n ncessary to 

tell t he childre n wr.ere she is roinf , or wr'en she will return . If her 

husband. is awav from Mill Creek, s he will go alone 1;!ith he r friend, but 

if he is in t he villar e, she will ret he r hush and t o $=" 0 with her. In 

Watson Lake they will orobably look for friends and kin , visit all tte 

• stores, and eventually some of the bars. If they have no money t hey may 

sit in the hotel lobbies watching passers-by, and waiting f or something 

to happen. 

In the evening in Mill Creek, the bar is again the meeting place. 

People sit in small groups around the tahles, but there is much chatting 

between the groups at different tables, and much table-hopping . If a 

person is on the interdict list, or has no money, he may sit in the 

lobby outside the Qar to enjoy the company of the others as they oass 

in and out. Some of the younf! adults, who are too young to enter t.he 

bar, watch ttrour-h the door. At closinp t.ime , several bottles or even 

cases of beer may b e purchased and taken t o t r.e ho~e of an individual 

where t he ?art;r "~ill contjnue. 

The division of labour- in Mill Creek is s 1ch that t he v~omen remain 

in the hoti.sehold , cookinf , cleanin~- , and carinr fer the children even 

t houf;h tne M;u :·.a·,- l eave tr,e vi l _a;:-e to wo r k . t,_ W•" rr.a :1 -::-.a_y occasionally 

engage i1! wa ge lao-:,ur, but it will usually be within the corr.munity, 



and she will continue to perform her household duties as well. Only 

occasionally wi l l a woman accompany her husb and out of t he villar e to 

cook for a r roup of hunters. A small number 01' familie s s t ill leave 

the village as a unit to trap furs durin~ t he wi nter. By working 

tor ether on t he traoline and t he hunt, some counles are a~le to accom­

modate the usual division of labour, and r et avoid senaratin r- the 

household Members. 

Man-Woman P.elationshio 

It is very difficult for an Indian m&n to find a nermanent j ob in 

Mill Creek. There are no industries and the hotel is the only business. 

As was pointed out earlier, most of t he whites in Hill Creek are there 

to service the needs of the Indians, but not to employ them. There are 

a few part-time jobs available at the Residential School and at various 

ti.mes during t he year, odd jobs, such as fixing a roof or painting 

class rooms, may come up, but when the work is finished, the job is 

over. Host of these jobs arise during t he summer vacation when the 

children are not in the school. There is one janit or at the Residential 

School, but this job is held by a white man. I do not !:no-w if it has 

ever been held by an Indian. The few full-time and oe r manent -cart-time 

jobs that do exist at t he Resident -i al School and the hot el , s :1ch as 

cook's helper, chambermaid, l~undry maid, and j anitress, are orimarily 

for female workers. Tl:e men must leave Mill Creek in order to wark. 

Very often t his me c:. ns leaving t heir wives and chil dren ',~hi nd, and 

beinf, away from t he house h0ld fo r long peric,ds of time. Under ideal 

conditions, i t mipht be ~ore sat:s- :in? to the ~en to t ak& their 

house holds wi t h them, but this i s r are:!.; possibl e. Depe r.ding, of course, 



on the job, housing may or may not be available for t he household and 

if available, i t ma:{ not be practical. Many jobs take the men into 

the mountains and forests to ter.oorary camns uhere ',unkhouses or tents 

are ~rovided f or ~hem, but not for t heir families. If a man is 

guiding for a hu.nte r, his wife ma;r sorietimes fYO alonf as a cook, but 

children become scmethinf of a distraction and nui sa nce under such 

conditions. In some cases there Pia }' even be cases of discrimination . 

At one time the Federal Dere rtrnent of Public Horks would not su-oply 

housing f or those Indian men that they did hire. They supplied housing 

for all white men, but not for Indian men, as it was felt that they 

would not take proper care of the hous ing facilities, and also feared 

that an extended f~~ily might move int o housing meant for a single 

nuclear fa'llily. ~his policy was disco::1tinued when a white foreman 

person~lly vouched for an Indian man and his wife , and was able to 

secure housing for t hem. Such discriminatory practices concerning 

housing still linger in some c ompanies. 

Even if housin~ is availahle, it may not ~e oractical for a man to 

move his fami l y from Hill Creek, as it mav be too f!x:oens i ve, or there 

may not be a school availa1;le fo r the children. The re are also kin 

ties in M:11 Cree~ which deter housholds from movinf from t he f amiliar 

to the unfamiliar. A man may be able to move his family to a place 

rloser to his work, but not to w!1e!'e he could cornrn1..1t e to his job , and. 

if he must be away from his farr.ily • it is j ust as practical, or rnore 

so , to leave them in Hj_ll Creek w~ere there are kip and friends to help 

If a man is wo r king an:l. separat ed :.'.'rom r..i s household , there may 
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be many factors worrying him. He may be lonesome for his wife and 

children, and he may worry about their safety. He ma;r also worry over 

the faithf ulness of his wife. 

It is dif f icult to des er: ~e the actions of t he women whose husbands 

are awa y wit hout resortinrr to some sneculat i on as to the i r mot ives and 

aims. Re gardless of t heir intent ions, the wome n seem to court disaster 

by their beh.s.vior. One wo;nan t old me in t he b ar, "I'm really goinf to 

get it when he comes home. He made me nromise to s t a y away from the 

bar. 11 In spite of the premises, the \\Omen do g-o to the b&r to meet 

their friends and to join the parties af terwards. If they then have an 

offer of f urther excitement, they take it with little or no hesitation. 

The offers usually .come from wtite men working somewhere in the area, 

or from transient white men, and onl:r occasionally from a sini,:le Indian 

man. The offer is usually very casual, "I've got a bottle in the car, 

let I s go for a ride, 11 "Let I s eo to Watson Lak9 and have a party, 11 or, 

111 1m going to Fort Nelson for the weekend, want to come al ong?11 · One of 

the ccmmodities which whi te men can 2'ive, but few, if any, Indian men 

can, is transportation. :Mobility appears to 'be valued. Many of the 

women--especially t he younf.er women--exnressed a des i re to leave Mill 

Creek, but nona of t h em ha~ the means of transnortat ion. 

During- the oeriod of this study, I was able to ob sP-rve the act i ons 

of many wo7ilen whose !'1. usba nc.s were awa~r. T: e i r beh avior covered a wi de 

ranr e; f rom s i m0 l y r oing to the bar to be wi t h f rie r -Js, and to see what 

was goinf on; t o beinr '9 i c ked '..l.p fo r a lit t le f un; and, in t wo cases, 

to ta king up prost itut ion. 

,·'her, a man cones h J:Ge after 'bei :- a,rn;r ~·or ::i w~ile , i t "lill n ::,'l:, 

take him long to f ind out if his wo.:nan has been f aithful. At tiJl'!es 
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the wife will t ell him as soon a s he a rrive s , and if not , his nei p:hb ours 

will tell him . His reaction is t o b eat he r up . This ma ,, mean nothing 

!i'.ore than a few slans , but more of' ten ta ], es on a rn.ore violent nature, 

and may result in b roken bones and teeth . 

Even vi.en t ,he r:an of the househol d 'i.s a t. home , there see,,s t.::> be a 

great deal o: s 11s -o ic : on and jsalous y eroressed. Couoles often taunt and 

criticize each other in the bar , a~d i n f ront of their f r i e nds. The 

t ype of critici sm varies sli r-htly f rom couple to c::> nnl e; Ma Frie Roper 

repeatedly- taunted Andrew MacDonald. fo r not rna ki nf enoue1h money, f or 

borrowin§" money from her and not paying it b ack , and f~r acting 11 stupid 11 

when he drank; Hazel Grey- continual l y remirdei ':!alter Daniels that s he 

was still legally married to a white man ; Gertie Peter ridiculed Edward 

Roper about his behavior whe n he is drunk . 

The dutie s of a woman in the role of wife overlap a g-reat deal 

with t hose duties s he per form s in the r ole of mother. A man expects his 

woman to car"!'y out the i;_reneral housekecpinf chores described a l:iove, 

and to ca re for the children. He also e roects his wife to ~e a s ex 

part:1.e r, at t ime s a work partner, and of ten a social part r·er. That is, 

he e xpects his woman t o acco:npar,y him on drinkin~ narties eve n thour h 

this may conflic t with he r d•Jties as a mot!':er. A man will sometimes 

take the initiative in f i ndin~ a b ao . - sitter fo r t he children so that 

his wife j_ s free to f O to the t ar with him . Vore often tr.e we man makes 

s-..ich arran~·ement s , ':)Ut at times , es e cially if the re are no tiny babies 

invoh-ed, t he c ouple simpl y leave . : en the child ren come home and 

find t '.-,e par8r,t s ~one, the e.ldest da 11[hter takes command . 

T'.-.e c ·i t i c i s Jr, sf 1:, ne :.'.en t e r d.s -'-. 0 be t h at t he W'.)man i s I1ot c ,-ood 

house keeper , t hat she i oesn 't 1:, ake good ca re of t he child ren , and thet 
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she -:iri:iks too much. A rr..an may call a woman a tramp, but a woman never 

criticizes a man fo r his sexual activities or his urowess as a lover. 

Father Bro,:'Tl said he thou 2:h"!", the women t aunted their men into 

beating th2m just to clear their consciences. He pointed out that most 

of th~ ¥or.:e:i had been unfaithf:.il to their JT1en many tir:ies , and he thouc-ht 

that once the ~-;o;;:an had :-oaded he r man into heatirif her, she felt the 

score hai been evened, and he r conscienc e ~as clear. 

It rna r also be that the woman is testin; r.e r ria:1 to determine if he 

still loves her . If she has lost her power to make him jealous or 

otherwise misera':)le, he may have lost interest in her . 

In spite of the beatin, s, t he women do not aooear to chanre their 

be havior. A pattern of unf ait hfulness, fi rhtine, and reconciliation is 

built up between the couple. At times the WGmen play the a[gressor or 

she may press legal charges in order to get revenr e. Of the 33 couples 

in the villaf.e, i"or only four I was not able to discover a history of 

fightins . Three or those four couples are in the 55-65 year age group, 

and have been married for many years. 

The result ::if the conflict may be a lonf stormy relationship, such 

as that oi' Je.ck and. Annie Hoore. Th'::? Moores lived as a coTllI'lon-law 

couple f or rnany years before marryi.n~ . Their four e1dest children have 

their nother's maiden name as a s ur :1arie whi le tl:e ynun ~est has his 

fathe r I s surnar.e. Tr.e relationsniu hetwe eri the nare::t $ has '-ie en hostile 

a;1d a1dcable by turn s: 

·Ie met Jack a11d Annie ·ioore cornin rr out or t l-i e c- ar as we 
walked by. Jack kent sayinf "Get horr.e 1 1 to)::l you b ~et t" 
She didn I t vant to >7 0 so lay do rn on the r round. He ryounded 
he r 2r:(', '.-:1r,~:~:-1 ~er till her fa ce :·r2s bl9eJ :.n r· (.i:'ie~.d ~'0tes, 
La:,· 21 , 156~) . 



I s aw Jack and Annie walkin~ home fro:n the bar . Didn't 
know he was back f r om the hunt , out he looked ha~py arrl he 
walked with his am around Annie ( Field lot es , Jul y 8, 1968). 

There was another knoc k at the door, and this t i me i t 
was .Pnnie . Her face was badly cut and bl eedin, , e soecially 
around t he mouth. She asked where J ack was , and Tr acv said 
sr: e didn I t know i-rhere he went . Arnie s?.id '-: e had 'heen 

eat in;- 1er , but he wouldri.'t be do in i:,- it ar:- ai n. It was t.11en 
t Lat I not i ced s he was carryi nr· a 22 in her hand (Field 
r otes, July 9, 1968) . 

Jack and Annie's :Jehavior is :1ot re :-arded as unusual by the 

villapers, althour h it i s probab l y ::nore comt1on :'.'or such a relati onship 

to be ter~inat ed . J sually the man leaves the ho usehold, and i s, 

eventually, replaced b y another. Lucy Reddick has three children, f r om 

three separate unions , and she ~s now marrie1 to a fourth man. 

The situation whi ch is created by the absence of the men f rom the 

village fo r long periods gives rise to a ce rtain amount of ag~ression 

between couples . Relationships between couples tend to be peaceful 

and hostile by turns, and jn a large munber of cases , the relat ionship 

i s t~rminated after a period of fi r htinf . Of the 33 couples in Mill 

Creek, 18 have been together for less than five years , and e if·ht of 

those for less than two years . 



Mother-Child 2elationshins ------ . 

Household composit ion is never stable and in Hill Creek, in some 

i nstances, it appears to be particular l y transitory. Unions between 

men and women may l ast a few weeks, or for many yaars. The relative 

instability of the :rr.an- worr1an relationshio, as outlined above , err:phasizes 

the mother-chi l d relationship as the only endurinr bond . The children 

remain wi th thei r mother even thou('.Th the fat her rr.ay move on and the 

mother establishes a union with anothe r mar,. As the lT!Other 1s i nfluence 

i s continuous, the n other is usua11,r the source of a'lthor i+,y t o the 

child . She is responsib le fo r teachi n~ t he chil dren mann~rs and values. 

She disciolines the ct i ldren's behavior in t he h0usehold a~i in t he 

corr.munity . Tl-:i s task seems to have fall en to tre vcman ·riv iefaul t in 

recent tirre s~ as so often the fathe r is not at home to be a di scinli­

narian. Cften t he man of the ho 11sehold is not the father of the 

children, and in such cases hi s authori ty over t he children seems to 

be limi ted to th2t imposed by force. The children may show resentment 

and open hostility to their mother's male part ner . Florence Cormack 

complained ah out he r stepfather sa~.rinr , 11~•/hy did my mother have to go 

and marry th~t stupid Billy Reddick? All he does is drink up all her 

1-:-ioney L11' But at no time did I hear children whose fathe r was the head 

of the household expressing contemot or disresoect for t heir father . 

In households i.n which the male i-,eai is tr.e fa+; ~:- 0 f the children, 

t he dis cj r.iline of and al:t hor ~ t r 0ver .he c '.-".il".l. r·en a~., ,,,ars t.o l:>e More 

eve~ly divide~, and Jhe re is a clearer seos ra t io . ~f ~oys re~e -7ing 

instructi ons and disciuline la r rely f rom the f ath~r, ~hi le r i rls rece ive 

h:mti:ig or even ,mrking trips, but t his i s seldom the case if the :nan 



66 

is not t he child 's father. 

The mother' s discipline i s conm1only admini stered by l oud scolding , 

many slaps, and by shaming or r i diculinr- t he child . 01-:ier children 

who are l eft t o care fo r younre r s iblinf s use the same method . The 

mother may not necessarily be ver~r am-ry wit>i her c~i l➔ but ·will, 

nevertheless , scold it i n loud t ones. In f act , at t i mes she may try 

to comfort t he child at t he sar1e t i me, I once saw ;i sma1.1 c r.ild s t a r:d 

on a chair to reach s omethin f across t he t ~hle. The chai r slio.,-,ed and 

t he child f ell forwa rd st r i kin~ his head. The mother's reac t i on was 

to yell, "~·iell, wat ch what you I re doing , you stuoid t hi ng ~11 while 

picking up t he child and rockin£ him i ~ her arms. 

At another tL~e when a child wa s whining and crying , his ~other 

be gan to teas e and shame him by s ayinr. to the other children, 11 Just look 

at him cry L l"lhat a b ig baby, I guess we 111 get him a bottle L" As the 

ether children began to laugh, t he chi ld stopped crying immediately . 

Older children are 3.1.so disc iplined by sh.; rr. s , but in a slightly different 

manner. One who i s being disobedient or insolent may be accused of 

"acting smart, " (Jr trying to " act like a b i g man." Such accusations 

are well able t o alte:c t he behavicr of a child, t een-a i::-er, or even an 

adult. 

Some of the children related t. ales of t he "olden t imes 11' to me, 

which they had 'heard f rom conversations between adults. Possibl y the 

parent s I amus ement of t he childre;1 i s indirect ; t.ha-t:. i s, it may be a 

mat te r of let t in~ tte chi l dren listen in on conve rsations i~ which t he 

children do not take pal't, bt:.t which are dir ected at the;11 . 

~xpres~ion ~f affe ct1cr als c seens t o be i nJi rect . ~fu ile the re 

is ver.y little physical d::.spl?.J. of emot::on between mother a n:1 child, 



parents often verbally e;-:press t heir af fectfon fo r t heir children to 

another adult in t he nresence of t he child. ~~ en I first met Tracy, 

Hrs. Baker sa~ri , "'l' hi s is my girl Tracy, she sur9 is a nice C" irl. I 

sure am proud of her. 11 

Parent s whose chil::i ren were away to school often s aid how much 
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they missed their children, and t 1,,, e children similar1'.· r elated how 

homesick t hey had been for the i r fa milies. 1:fuen tellin , of hanny events 

I noted that pare nt s would say, "We s ure had a f ood t i 7'!e, all the kids 

were there t" They express a joy i n being; tof ether, but it seems t hat 

the family seldom partiqipates in activities as a unit. Their consci­

ousness of being together was obviously more casually circumscribed 

than mine. 

To a large extent , househol d activities revolve around the woman 

and her work. Thi s :r.ay be due to her considerable economic control and 

her authori t y over the children. The man of the house may come and go 

without appreciably affecting the activities of t he children. Only if 

the -woman accomoanies the man on a trin outside the home, are the 

children involved. At s uch times the)' mav ?O alon r , or may be sent t.o 

stay with a neighbour or relative. If the m0ther has a j ob in another 

villar e, t he household will be moved, .mt it i s not usl:allv m::ived to 

the sit e of t h8 man I s worl:<. Fore xar:l'ole, when the men are hi red t o 

guide f or a hunt> their families usually rema i n in t he villape. When 

Jl.nnie Hoore went to •ri sit her relatives in. Ross River fo r t.he sunmer, 

the children we Gt wi t h he r, a:.d he r hu soand followed at a l at er time . 

~ f e ilo~an in t~e So~~u~itv - - --- - · -- ____ ,,~ 

Mill Cr eek i s composed of s ever al s i.mil~r t houf h not complet ely 
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parallel groups which are held together by certain relationshios that 

cross eroup boundaries and l oosely bind the entire nopulation into a 

co!l11Tlunit;r . The p:reater portion of the conw•,unit :v is made un of Indian 

groups, and within these f"rou':')s, the women renresent a continuity of 

residence ... ~i ch t he nen cannot , due to t \-l e necessity of leavin"" t he area 

to £'ind wo r k. As t ::e yrome n are mo re consta11: l' in the villaFe, they 

maintai n a r~Dre endurinF l i nk with thei r own and the other f rou:, s. 

Contact between the household and t he school is invariabl ;-r cha~r.elled 

through the mother, as is contact with the Cburch. Even contact from 

without the com.~unity , such as the Deoartment of Indian Affairs, 

Department of Soci al i'ielfare, and the Royal Canadian l-:ounted Police 

are more often than not made through t he woman as she is more readily 

available and because of her influence in the family and the community. 

The apposition of t he woman's availability or continuity in the com­

munity and her influence is at least partialJ.y circular in effect. The 

woman's influence on her children is more pemanent than that of the 

father, and she is more available to contact than the father. It 

follows that representatives of agencies concerned i,;th the welfare of 

the family, teachers, µriests, Public Health Nurses, and S-:i cial Workers, 

seek the mother for consultation. Economic assiEtance f rom some of 

these arrencies is ~ost oft en r iven to t ~e mother. Becau8e of this 

contact and t he ecorrnmic assistance betnp made throur h t. he voman, her 

ini'luence ir. the comrnuni t ? is s t ren2thened, amonf he r o~m f rouo and 

beyond. 

Al.most all f anilies in t he villar,e had credit account s 1 :ith the 

local store . S~nce the woman i s resoo~sible fe r rost of t~c shop~ini i 

the financial arrangements are usually made throu~h her . Fai rly re r,ular 



payments are made on the accounts b y the 10men, when the family 

allowance cheoues and EY r ocer• chi.t s are receive:i. ot'.e r less re rrular 

oa ~"'1ent s 2re made whenever a rr.an or ~is wife have t he mone y- . The 

nearest b ank i s i n Watson Lake, and s o tbe Mill Creek Post orfice 

(located in the s tore) a r:.d the 1:ill Creek Hotel a re t:1e usual olaces 

to cash cheques. Th : s ? ives the oroorietors t ~e added 2dvar ta ~e of 

knowinf who has money and wt en . ::::ven thoueh the cheq ue rna:, b e for work 

done b y the man , the store owners will put :1ressure on t he woman to f!et 

the money f r or.1 her husb and to ma ke a payment on t he account. 

The woman tends to have more contact with the Church not only 

because oi' he r more continual proxi mit y , but also be ca use she will be 

the one to see t hat he r children receive the rites of t he Church and 

learn the rudiments of the relif ion . 

Women seem to set the t one of the community , not only oy their o.m 

life style, but b y shapinf the life style and the character of their 

children . The cornmunity makes certain demands on the woman i f she i s 

to remain a mel'T'_ber in _qood star.din~. She must social~ ze and not cut 

herself off f r om her ~ei~hbours, or she ~nll risk be inr. called a s nob . 

Within her own kin r roup s he i.s exoected t o lend food (and mone y vhen 

possible) and l ook aft er the childr en or kin when no3si0le. She is 

further expec t ed t 0 take Da rt in d r inkinr nart i es and to treat her 

friends and relatives to dr inks when they .s re b roke a rid she has mor~e y . 

In return she can expe ct tne same kind o!' cons i deration. 

Not only i.s the woman expected to suD9ort t he co mmunity by main­

taining her kin ties as outlined above , but al so s he is expected t o 

part1ci;i-:1te in those 2ctivities ,:hicr c ross l<i!l t. i e1: , s uch as attending 

s port 3 events , TilOVies , t h':! Church, parties, and by taki np pdrt i n the 
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gossip circles. A ?reat deal or social control is brourht to bear on 

the community throuFh the ~ossin ~r ouns, which are lar~elv, thouah not 

exclusively, -mmen's circles . .J ner-son r.ay set a , cod P- :.,. a:nnle b:v his 

or her behavior, but must not t r ;r to :_mnose her values on ot::ers or 

press them t o follow the exa l""nle. To ::o so ~·ot:ld 1ea l.:: en t!:e exa"'!nle by 

LT!lplying superiority and i nvit~ ~ossiu to the effect t hat t he nerson 

was acting smart, actinr bi~, or :1 ein;, a sno":> . In such an event the 

other members of t he conur.unity would be quick to point out instances 

of a lapse from the good behavior • 

.Millie Francis was often the s ub j ect of this sort of gossip. 

"She's always talking like she 's such a good mcther, 11 said one young 

woman, 11 but when she went on with Arnie she left her kids with a 

thirteen year-old girl fo r two wee ks, who had to mi ss school just to 

take care 01" Millie's kids. 11 

No one wants to be t he target of gossip , and one is always made 

aware of it when one is the tarr.et . The sub:ect has the c~oice of 

i gnoring t he possio , alterinf t he behavior under critic i s;n, or confron­

ting those he f eels most re:=:nonsible for t he pssin. Altbou>'h the 

usual result i s for t he individual to alter ~te ,ehavi or under cri tici sm, 

fi ghts and/or lonr, t ern a!'zurr.ents sometimes rP,s :J l.t f r om an atteMnt at 

t he latter. The worry, pressu:~e ar.d an (·er .-,reduced "o? heinf the s ub j ect 

of gossip freq uently erupt dur-=..n r: dr inkin .. sessions, and the i ndividual 

may verbally attack the gos s i!)a:-s. She may call t he1n liars and try t o 

:ieny the charges , or may call tl-em snooper s a~d tell them it wa.:) none 

of their business . 

Tnen Blacky be~ar. saying that. :.'alter beat hi. wi.r.'e too much . Hhen 
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Halter hegan to feel t =,e nressure he did not d.P.nv the char,-es, but said 

it was no one's b us i ness. The inc ident ended t he fr5.endshin and a lonE" 

period of hostility b e r an 1.J etween t :-,e two r.en . 

T:-,e i,,ornan is also exue,'"!ted to prot9ct t he communi t :r f rom outsiders! 

in t hat sh e is expe ct ed not to s hc1re r-o:::s ip with s t rar.:- ,~rs , with the 

non-Indian reside r; ts of !1ill Creek, or with 11 ,:-overnmer.t r,eonle 11 (Social 

Horkers, Indian A§:ents, ?ublic Health l!urses, and t he Ro,yal Canadian 

!•:ounted Police are l umped to i::;ether - often with others who are not 

government enployees at all - as "e overnment people 11
) . 

It ~•ms a young man who told ne that :Millie Francis was disliked 

by many of the villagers "because she is a snob . 11 Hil:::.ie snent much of 

her time ingratiating herself t o the whites by supplyinf!' them with ':)its 

of gossip from t he villar.e. This ~~ounted to treason in the eyes of 

the Indians. She was soon excluded f rom the gossip circles, but was 

herself the s ubject of much r os sio, t o the effect th at she was cicting 

smart .s.nd try:i.nf to act like a white person . J.1illie 's situation was 

somewhat complicated in t hat s he -..•a s married t o a ;._·hi t.e. At times they 

left t he villa r e an:i moved t o another to1•m where s he associated mainl y 

wit h whites . \-J"r,en they ret ur ned to t he v i lla~·e to Uve Millie tri ed to 

J'Tlake f riends with the white r esider.t s of 1~ill Creek , res:1ltinr in an 

alien.; t ion f rom her ne i r. hbours and kin . Sve ntua~l7 t he press ura of 

social controls applied t hrouf.h t he i;ossip c i rcles produced the desired 

ei'f ect. Millie appeared somew'.1at hw~t- le :i a!1d mac.1.e an effort to 

stren;then her kin anct cor:'!J'liuriity ties . As s:ic and he r husb and later 

rriovad a aa in, this stor;-r was ~robab l y t o be repeated .; Ifowever , it illus-

t r ates s01:etrnng o: t'-: e 1-•o r ki:1 :~ c:.· t:-:: ~ocial c0nt rols in t t", e c orrr:: 1mity 

to protect that cc~rJT1unity and t0 . a:.ntain t he 3tatus quo. 
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Econof'1 ic Ac4:.i vity ,·o . of !.:at r:.focal ·.:ot l-'at rifocal 
Hcuse :1olds Expected-~- _t_ct ual ~xuec t e:i.;:- _t.c tual 
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>< Expected freq uencies are calcul ated usinc- t he coir:rnunity r.st i o 
of 8 matrtfocal to 16 non- ~atrifocal hocseholds . 
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Thi s s Lud2· 1.-ur the r cronosed to l ook at ')Ossfole econc:ni c fa ct :) rs 

whi.ch c u l d l ed tc Vie fom2t ion oi' , ,et r i ::oca l tous"hc,lrl.s in t ,. e 

Table 5 lists si:x: of t :-ie Dror:i nent Fconor.i c ac t. iviti'?s i:, ;.•t-_"_ c·, 

111al e ho 11seholci he ads pa r t icipate , and notes the numoer of r1at r ifocP. l 9-,d 

non-matri f oc al h ousehol ds enr-;a~ed i n these activ i.t ies . C8vi ous 1Jr te?.e 

"s ingle 11 househo l d s (male or fer,,a _e certred) nave been onitt ed f r om 

conside r at ion ·. 

'l'he period of re sA8rch fort i s st ud? d i d not exceed f our conse c :..; -

'tive J"1.onths spent i n !-:ill Creek . Inf01'::ation gathe r ed at -J:.1:::it ti""e , :=. n: 

pr evious a cq'rn inte:--,ce with. some f2 :r,:_lies i n 1~ill Cr eek ria::le it n oc;si"~~e 

T• : Cr"' 



The foll m,ing c-ies cription dves s orre ind icati. or. as to how 

households were descrihed as eit her ~at r ifocal or non- mat r ifocal . 
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In Tah le L,, se ven cf t "'e fC'u rteen households in t1~ e "t-:arri ed" 

gr ouo are de scri½e'i ~s nuclea r . Cne can '-:"> e cons ider ed rr:at. r; foc al as 

the t hree chi l -:i re n a r e of th1: wi f~ 1 s for:ner unions . Thi s rr,arria r e i s 

of less t han five :rear s dura t i on . The other six househol ds in the 

;;:roup l1av,:; ~or,,e fe.ci.t :1r es in common- - t he a ,rera ~ e l enf t::1 cf the marr iar e 

i s ove r ten ;ears , the household s till ope r ate s a t r apline as a fami l y 

uni t , md ·:l ur i ng -!:,he SLL7l".e r an-:1. fall t.hey rr. ake extend 0 d fiEhin ~ and 

huntin r e:xpeiiti on . ;I\.J:, t he hcuse:-:,)ld ,-'or ~2 and move s A S a u.r1it the 

rr!en ">;we not been se oc1.rated f r om +,. e wo1:1en fo r any r r ec1t, lenc·th of t i r::e . 

Kone o:' t he 11 I'.a r rie-:l , Z.-v:t e;1'.ie:l 11 gr ou-r., have b een descr i b ed a s 

matrifocal . In each c as e the marriage of t~e .heais of t he household 

i s longs t and:i n'"' and f ai r l y s tah le . In several C.gses the couple are 

elderly c:nd do not c onst it ute a ,:,art of tte l a'l-:i our fo r ce . The el:ierl;.r 

couple remain i n charr::e of t '.1e househ old but rely a gr eat dea l on 

cont r ibut ions f rom othe r J11emhers of t he household . In one case '.1 0th 

t he rnan and his adult 3on have o Jtained wark within C0!1'1"1ut~ n'." t4istance 

from t he villa ;-e , S () have not '•een senar;:i t ed f rom their resoe ctive 

spouses. 

Eibht households are c l assifie ::. a s " Corrunon- law Nuclear11 • Three 

are l onf standin r;: un i ons 0 1re r t en ~•ear s as an averar e , an3. althourh not 

legalized , ar e r e lat ivs ly s table . None of these households has 

experienced separat ion . T~1is r roup does not exhi'"•it tl1. i:; cha ra cte r i s tic s 

def ined as r'1at rifcca l . Also in the r.c omr10n- J.a••1 ~'uclea-r" c r ouY:, , a re 

uni o-r.. s t ha-:-, 2 re of a:' 2ve r:;C'"P of l cs , t han two :·ear~, Pn-:J. F--sc'.l h2 s been 
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all r; f t r:e c :-1ilc.re., i n t he honsehol'.i a re of' the ITiot~er' s ...,revj ous 

unions . .'_l o: ti1e r.e'n in t :.i s c r ou;, are oe r i o::i:ic 2l l y se-:::iar at-=- f rom 

t::e wonen b :: t~e 1, ecefsity of worI':inr. outsj :te of t :-ie villa 1,e . 

:'r.e r e 2r8 two househol -1s i n U,e 11 Cor-~or.- l 2,;-: .::: :< :. e ndecla §Toi.;.~ . 

3-. th r.ay be cons i ·l,s r ed c.S rr,2t ri:oc;il. T'.:e first i::onsists of a couple, 

t r•e 1-J or En 1 s chil:lren of a fo ~!•; e r rr.arr·i 2. ri ~ , and he r e l cl.erly 1,1othe r . 

Her C,)'."'_,~nn- J.2,-: 'r;1s:::and i s often f'~-'?.7 : ro:-: t:1e vill~fS ;r::,rkir; ~, at 

whicl: t i r:'"'S she r2:: 1:a".·e t'.:?not':1e r rr.::i le livir. ~ T,rith <; r . She a nd he r 

cor~on- l aw ~us~and have h e e n to~ethe r les~ ~har. two ~ears . T~e second 

two years. One couple has severe.l ch ildren : rem the mot.her I s forne r 

unions . '2ne s ec ond couple has no chi l dren . The !:0'1.se t\.i.e y oc c·m:r 

ap?ea r s to e t11e !)roper ty o!: t...,_e 1•rol"'1an dth +.he children . She and her 

common- lcn-r hus '.:J2nd are often seoa r ated as he £"oes r,·ood- c utti r,_ f in t he 

s wnl"ler end gui '.'.! in r;:: in t'.1e huntin f season . The other couple a r e not 

separated as t he ~a n seldcrn works . 

Of t he "Single" gr ou:p , the two housetol '.--ls of widowed or l egall y 

separated. f er0 al~s and thei~~ childrer.. , are r,,c>t,rifocal as i n eBch c ase 

the re have been r.:ales ter.i..,orarily as s ociat ed ··•itr the hot:.s eho l ::i T:1'1i l e 

the constant :ner.i "'ers a re t r,.c; r.:ot'.1ers and t l-ieir cl1il '.l ren . The two 

't-10 1seho =. .i::: ;:if s i r :-le ~::i les are . 1 viously r.ot r:at ri focal, cilthou:-h "' r o:-t 
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11 sine;le'' housP.r.ol i s , t e r. a r e matri foca l and ei~·hteen are not . For 

t he purpose o~ c alc ulat ing the co i r.c i1e~ce of ~,ale e conomic act ivit ies 

excluded . Of the twenty- four househol'.i s excludi nr: t he 11 sin::-le" 

househ0l:ls , ei~-1:t 2re mat d foca l and sixteen a r e not . 

:Saving deEc r i :ied e;:i ch househol'.i s ~:'t .. er rr..at r ~.:-:,cal or non-

t '.le r:al'?. .:,dult s i n an eff . rt to r':'l_;it.e P:atr~f'oc;:iljt1r to n;.rt ici "" :,+.-ion 

i n s pecific occupRti ons re quirjn~ ner ·o1ic se~;i r ati0n o r the a1ult males 

f rom tbei r house~·!olds. 

In Ta" ,le S, the ma les o:?. ho11sehol:i Ma:· 8e reryre se r,terl. i n m.0 re t."ian 

one occ u~ationa l cate ;-:o r :; , 1~•1t onl y once in e ach , s o V·,e t0ta l \.:.I'l· :: er fo r 

any one occupati on :d l l not exceed 24. l s a r ule, a ~an ~~s included in 

an occupatior,al cate~or y onl y i f he spent +,wo weeks or mor e of t he season 

enga f ed in t hat act ivity . 

Us:ng the rati o of 8 mat r ifocal to 16 non- mat r ifocal households 

i n t he community, expe cted f r equencies were calculat ed f or each of t he 

six most common forms of economic activities . A compa r i son of the 

actual t abul at ions by household form with the expected f r e quencies 

indicates t ha t certain e conomic ac t ivit i e s show considerahle devia t i ons 

f r om t ;1e exr,e c 'c. ed f r equencie8. The nUJ'Tl~e r of !l1at rif ocal householis 

partic ipatin~ in ~unt i nr an~ ~uidi~F , wood-cuttinr , f i r efi vhtinF , 

rr1i n:i.n g exploration la·) our .s nd hi e h1t1::i : · :r,a intena r. ce la"-iour consi:iera-.... l y 

exceeds t' · e ex...,e ct P.-: freo 1.1 e ncies r,1~iJ.e tl 1e :· f all soJ'llewhat s tort of tre 

expecte :i i' r eq11e-;c·: fo r t. r annin , . Co:wersel:.' , U_te :-iu,., i::r ,-, f 110n- ..,,_at r ifocal 



economi c act i vit ie s ccrre l at.e , · ith s nec i fi c ho• Reh0l-i forms . 

In s um::a r ;.· t r.e r,, ·t he mat r ifocal h m.:senold fo r m is an :: -.-:inort ant 

one in r i l l Cr ee}:, '-J ut i t is r ot. th e do111inant fo t ':'1 . J\.ri•1ro ;- jna-;- e l y 

64 pe r ce,,t of -:-,:-.e house li ol i s a re not ;"a ._, r i h cal . ~·al e econo:n i c acti,rities 

fall r oc::·h l y i nt o s::.x occunat -5 on;; l cate .:- or i "' S, so!'le o f whi ch r equi re t he 

males t o be sepa r ated ~r on tje i r house hol ds f or c r olon ced ~ r iod s , and 

s o~e o.: ~: ich ca n be carried o~t ·~ y hous ehol 1 u~j t s . The ho us ~hol ds in 

wh i-::h r,a le 9Conorr, i c a ct ivitie s r e q 11i r e s epa r at i on te:,d to cor resoonrl t o 

thos e which f it t he desc ript i on of mat r i.focal ity . J:one of t he economi ~ 

acthri -+:, i e s c a r r ied ::mt t y wo;n':'!n reqil.i r e +.rat t he :' be se a r at ed .:r 0m t hei r 

hous ehold . The ~bove -..:oul ".i su r :-es t 1at the develoomerit of t he mBt r i[ocal 

household fonn is , i ri par t , a res ul t of parti c i.oat i on i n S'"'le c i f ic 

econowic BCt i vi t i es . 

The nat ure of t his st udy , fo c >J se ::i on a sn;all c omp,uni+,~r, ove r a 

b r i e f per i od of t i~e su -~es t s h ut ~oe~ ~ot al l ow a cl os e e Yarni na t i on 

of varia Jl es t hat lo~j cal l y could i nfluence t he forwation 0 f the 

rnat r ifocal house hol d . The followin , a re ar.;on;- t hose U :at co!l'le t o mind , 

1 . T:-1e rela t i_ve i rnuort a -. ce of trie 't,!OMan ' s scurces n _ -: nco!Tle: 

Althcurh a ,-1or1c1n e ar ns l e ss than does a m~n fo r the wo r k s ~e d ~e s, or 

t hr ou1;, r.. s oc i al assistar:. ce s !-:e i s ah le t o draw, her i ;1 c or.,e t e nd s t.o ~e 

s t eadier a:1d rr.o r e :::t :=i '.) l e tr:2n a man ' s . I n t he l0n r r un , t he s ec ·.1ri t y 

of he r i ncome rr:a y ma k:e it more i moortant t o t he economy of t he hc 11s e-

hol j than is t:,e .. a n ' s j nc o!l'.e . 

r C.f"' • ..! ..... ... C 
., L.- - ._ 
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sources of incong t o P\l ich 1.-1omen r,ave access, allov t ;..·e,1 t0 re1 .. ,a::.n 

wit hi n t '.,e ho 'J.s er.oli ad. free to c.qre :0r H:ei r chil :l ren . I f woman's 

i:,,c r k t ook he r a ;ra:r f r cl"1 t be ho11sP- 1 01-:i for lonr oer iods; one i-roul d 

woulr1_ ,....: e rP duce'i . 

J. 1'·1obil i t~r : It is !)Ossib le thA.t t he effects of sepa ration of 

t;,e adult nalPS t· ro!Tl +,:.-, e fe1i::>les cou.l ·\ c,c re-:t, ·ced or elirninate-:l. if a 

rr.an ,_.e re a8le to co::-~~-'--'te to a ::'; f r o..: his ,~o:, , 0 r _ W:)re 2:1l e to l')c .;:+,e 

~~~ house t ol1 close t o his job , e r . ~n a hou ~et railer , hotel or 

r ente-:l. acco:-.r- odation . 
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NorEs 

1. In 1969 the monthly assistance rates used by the Department of 

P.ehabilitation and Social Improvement (formerly the Denartment 

of Social :;'elf are) were as f ollows: 

TA.BE 6 

Rates and Services of Social Assistance 

Number of Persons Food Sundries, Shelter Total 
(includinG cl. ildr en) Clotting , etc. 

1 $ 35.00 $15. C>0 .$30.00 
,., 

80.00 .:;, 

2 $ 60.00 $30.00 $45.00 $135.00 

3 $ 70.00 $45.00 $50.00 $165. 00 

4 $ 85.00 $55.00 $55.00 $195.00 

5 $100. 00 $65. 00 $60 .00 $225. 00 

2.. Mill Creek is officially part of the Liard Band Kaska , and under 

the jurisdiction of the Chief and Band Council of the Upper Li;rd 

in t he Yukcn. However, because of the intervening distance, and 

also because of the large numbe:::- of Ta~ltan livine- in Hill Creek, 

the Chief and Band Council have had little to do with }!ill Creek, 

and the Indian Agent has, t o a larr e 9x:tent, taken over t he duties 

and decis i on r!aking - concerninf housing in that villa~e • 

.3. Solien I s Abstract was not ava i lable for study. This definition was 

taken from a quotat ion in Kunstadter's paper (1963). 

h. Throurhout t his paper the t em 11 villag--=n· is used "t1hen speakinr of 

only II i:, i~1e Indian part 11 of :ii 1 Creek . 11T½e corr.nunityI· is used 

when referrir-g to th~ entir e cown . 
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5. A st atus Indian is one who 

(a) 

(b) 

( C) 

(d) 

( e) 

(f) 

on the 26th day of I-~ay 1874 was, fo r the purpose of 'An Act 
providing for t he orF,anization of the Department of t he 
Secret ar~r of StatP- of Canada, and for t he rr.anaf ernent of 
Indian Ordnance Lands ,' being chanter 42 of the Statutes of 
Canada, 1868 , as amended by section 6 of chapte r 6 of t he 
Statutes of Canada , 1869, and section 8 of chapter 21 of the 
Statutes of Canada , ·1874, cons iderP,::\ to be entitled to hold, 
use or enjoy the lands and ot he r i rrrovahle oronerty belonving 
to or appropriated to the use of t he various tribe s , bands or 
bodies of Indians in Canada; 

is a Member of a band 
(i) for whose use and benefit , i n common, lands have been 
set apar t or since t he 26t h day of May, 1874 , have been 
a e;reed b,: treat·.r to be set aoart, or 
(ii) that has been declared by t he Governor in Council to 
be a band for t he purposes of t his Act; 

is a male person who is a direct descendant i n the male 
line of a male person de sc ribed in naragraph (a) or (b); 

is the leeitimate child of 
(i) a mal ; person described in paraf raph (a) or (b) or 
(ii) a person described in paragraph (c); 

is the i llegitimate child of a female person described 
in paragraph (a), (b) or (d) ; or 

is the wife or widow of a nerson who is entitled to be 
registered by virtue of paragraph (a), (b ), (c), (d) 
or ( e). 

6. A Non Status Indian is 

(a) a person who 
(i) has received or has been allotted h~lf-breed lands 
or money scrip , 
(ii) is a descendant of a pe rson described in subnara­
f raph (i) 
(iii) is enfranchised, or 
(iv) is a pers0n born of a marriar e entered i nto aftar t he 
4th day of September 1951 and has attained t he ar e of 
twent y-one ye~rs , whose mother and wr.ose f ather's mother 
are not pers0ns descri~ed in paracr aph ll(l)(a), (b) or 
(d) or ent itled to be regist ered by virt ue of nara r- ranh 
11(1) ( e), 

unless , bein? a woman, t hat oerson is the wife or widow 
of a oe r so~ descri2ed in sect ion 11, ad 

(b) a woman who marrie•J a oerso11 who i s not a~ Indian , unl ess 
that woman is s ubsequently the wife er widow of 2 person 
des cribed in secti on 11. 
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7. The Interdict List is a: list of names of persons who are denied, 

by law, the r i ght to purchase ar.d/or consume alcohol i c bevera r es, 

for a st ipul2t ed. period of tim~. A p<Jrso,,'s na r-1e w2s interdi cted 

after several convict ions f or excessive drinkinE were incurred. 



Berna r d , Jesse 
1960 

Bohannan, Paul 
1963 

British Columb ia 
1916 

Davis, :<incsley 
1948 

Ernmon s , G. T • 
1907 

Fox, Robin 
1967 

Frazier, E. Franklin 
1939 

Honigmann, J.J. 
1949 

1954 

Kunstadter, Peter 
1963 

Meek, Constable Jack 
1962 

Murdock, Geor ge Peter 
19i~9 
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