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'ithin the past 30 years the Indians of Mill Creek,

1
British Columbia, have experienced a change of economy from in-

that of wage larour as a part of the wider

Q

dividual enterprise t

Ceradian economy. The present division of lahour tends to keep

t

4

the women in the community, but forces the mren to leave to find
employment., The senaration of *he adult males from the females
appears to weaken conjural ties, leavinc the mother-child »onds
as the strongest and most endurirs, It also oroduces cornditions

which have riven rise to a unique household form: the matrifocal
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househnld. This form has been defined as one in which there is
no regularly oresent male to fill the rcle of husband/father.

The consistent adult member of the family is the mother,

he conditions which resulted in
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a considerable nurter of matrifocal households in lMill Creek,
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and alsc offers some possible explanations as to wny it is nob

C

the only, nor the most predominant household form in Mill Creek.
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INTRODUCT ION

The Problem

Mill Creek is the fictional name of an actual cormmunity in northern
British Columbia, It is similar tc meny small towns in northerm British
Columbia and the Yukon in its size, relative remoteness, economy, and
the fact that Indians form a majority of the population,

This area has been the subject of several anthropological studies,
As early as 1912 Teit (1917, 1956) was doing field work in the region.
Henigmann has oublished several works concerning the Kaska Indians of
Mill Creek. Of particular interest to this pamer is his study of the
contemporary culture of the Kaska, based on six months of field work
done in 1945 (Honigmann 19L9). Althourh not orimarily concerred with
their economy, he indicates that, "during nine or more months of the
year, from the middle of August till late in May, the Kaska Indians are
activély occupied in exploiting the resources of their sub-Arctic
environment”(1949:61). Part of this exploitation was subsistence
activity, but an important part was connected with fur trapping. Fur-
bearing animals were trapped and the stretched pelts were taken to the
trader "where the furs are sold, the seller is informed of the amount
of his credit standing or receives an amount in cash, FHe is now ready
to buy supplies " (Honigmann 1949:80-81),

| At that time the Indians of the area were nominally, at least,

independent producers and particivants in a market economy, They traded
their furs to the representatives of larese companies but traeeing itself
was an individual and private enterprise. The Indians were not then

involved in ware iabour,



The pericd since Honigmann's study has been one of considerable
change. The price of furs has declined markedly since 1945 and northern
development has progressed with each year. For the white settlers
develeopment has meant increased income through wages or business oppor-
tunities and the acquisition of such amenities as running water, indoor
plumoing, and electricity. The Indian settlement of Mill Creek seems
to have received little eccnomic benefit from the opening of the north,
although it has not escaped the impact of development. At the house-
hold as well as the community level, the economy and society of Mill Creek
have been increasingly integrated with the national economy and with the
instituvtions of the wider, predominantly white society.

'By 1968 fewer than 8 out of 28 households snent an aooreciable
amount of time travcpinge for furs 2nd a very small portion of the food
ccnsumed was taken from the forest. Wape labour had become the principal
source of income for the male population of Mill Creek, but since there
was little employment to be found within the immediate community, the
men were forced to leave their homes for long periods of time if they
were to find emﬁloyment.

Because of the division of labour which keeps the women in the home
(see below: Women In The Household and Community), the women remain in
Mill Creek with the children. A woman living alone with her children
is eligible to receive assistance from the Devartment of Indian Affairs
and Northern Development, For the area around Mill Creek, this assistance
is computed on the same scale as that used bv the Department of Rehabili-

&
tation and Social Improvement in British Columbia., The woman may also
receive a Child Allowance for each child under lb:years of are, With

these forms of social assistarce, plus rossible housing zssistance from
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the band a worizn may be quite irndepe-dent, ard do

(1‘

firancial support of a man. Thus conjucal bonds tend to »e wzakened

s not reouire the

by separaticn and social assistance and the ties between mother and

-

ehiil
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appear to be the major lasting bonds,

The structure and compositicn of a household may be said to reflect

the way in which its members adapt their style of living to irmediate

conditions. 'ihere a patterned household form hecomes evident in a
munity, it is possihle as a result of similar adjustments to a sim

set of circurstances. In 1968, 10 of the 20 households in Mill Creek
were composed of women and their children, with no mele consistently

present to £i111 the role of hushand-father, Althourh this household

form is not the only form, nor the dominent

[
e

nstarces
least a nreliminary exnloration of the circumstances that mav have
produced the distinctive pattern,

Fcx holds that

The irreducible and elerentary socisl crouping is surely
the mcther and her children. Whatever else happens, this
unit has to survive for the svecies to survive., It is rot
strictly recessary for any zdult males to he in constant
associsticn with the mother-child Uﬂlu. Providing it can
manare to feed itself and defend itself and tring its young
to maturity, then it can survive fl;éf I7=8).

)

There have been many terms 2orlied to the mother-child unit,

Stephens (1943) uses boih "fatherless family® and

(0]

Bohannan (1962) vses Mmatricertric family" and 3ernard (1966), "female-

s larze enourh te warrant a closer examinstiion and to 21low at

Jv 1
-



a co-residential kinship groun which includes no regularly
present male in the role of husbard-father, Dather the
effective ard enduring relestionships within the sroun are

e = 3 ~ et ~ys Y s -3y
those existing hetween eccnsancuiresl %in,

1

The matritecal family is not to ~e confused with tie consarsnineal

T e

family. ne latter form is a functioninz unit comnrised of a female,

"consanguineally related males (esnecially brothers, mother's brothers,

L

and sons) tc whom she may turn “or “elp in child rearirr, housgesniidins,

and clearing of fields" (Solien 1969: 12-13), ard also inrludes the often

-

absent husband=father, The matrifocal unit as defined ahove include

neither the consanguineal kin nor the husband-father,

In the case of 171ill Creek we ars clearly dealing with the latter
form, but it may be noted that the existins system of soecial assistance
has replaced the functions of the consancuineal kin,

p

Solien (1960:106) differentiated between the social units called
families and those knowm as households,

I pronose that the family he defined as a rrouv of necole
bound tomether br that comnlex set of relationshins known as
kinship ties, between at least two of whom there erists a con-
jugal relstionshio . . . . The household, on the other hand,
implies cormon residence, economic co-oneration, and sociali-
zation of children., Althourh the rmembers of the household may
“e bound by kinship relationshivns, no varticular tie is neces-
sarily characteristic, In ary riven sceciety a particular family
may or may not form a household, Conversely, & household ma: or
may not contain a family {1960:106).

Apain, in the ce2se of Mill Creek, it is the househiold--the matri-
focal househsld=-which is to be our noint of reference, The search for
circumstances that produce this distinctive household form hss concerned

weny socizl scientists. Kunstadter (1963) reviews various hypotheses--

dermograpnic, historical, and functional--that have been preposed te

L > - - = < - -
The demographic hypothesis propeses that if an imbalance in the



ratio of men and women available for marriage cccurs, it may lead to the
emergence of matrifocal families unless the situation is contravened by
instituticns such as polygyny or delayed age of marriage for females,
But, as Kunstadter (1963:58) points out, "althourh demographic conditions
may generate the population conditions for the appearance of the matriw
focal family, they do not in themselves offer a complete exnlanation of
how the family is supoorted in the society,"

The historical exnlanation, which anvears to be widesoread, was
advanced by Frazier in 1939, The following brief surver is taken from
Kunstadter!s paper. Frazier attributes the hirh orovortion of matrifocal
families among North American Necroes to slavery and the semaration of
families by slaveholders., Kunstadter agrees that this explanation may
be valid under the stated circumstances, but finds it "too specific to
account for the world-wide distribution of this femily tform™ (1963:59),
Kunstadter's criteria for a satisfactory theory is one which has universal
application and involves a minimum of variables,

In discussing the functional approach, Kunstadter uses examples
from Smith, Greenfield, and Solien, who suggest that given a situation
in which males are not able successfully tc realize their family economic
roles, the matrifocal family emerces.

Sclien, tor example, in a study of the Black Caribs of Crate-
mala (which is actually the most widelv commarative study so far),
has stated the fellowing requisites for the existence of the matri-
focal family: 1) a scciety in which the traditional culture has
been forcibly changed or dissolved throursh the irntervertion of
forces from the Western world; 2) entrance into t*e “estern economic
system throurh mirrart wage labor; and 3) vossibly an imbalance of
the sex ratio, resulting in a oreponderance of females of child-
bearing age (FKunstadter 1963:60),

Kunstzdter!s own hypothesis is a refinement of the above, Wnile he

accepts that the society must bz part of an economic system tnat is



larger than the lccal community, he points out thz® it is larrely a

)

matter of historical accident that tne “estern werld has usually been
the source of the more cormrlex ecoromiss. Solien's secord requisite,
regarding mirrant wage labor, imnlies 2 money economv,

The importance of a morey economy for the matrifocal
farmily seems to be that rmornev is associsted with comnlex
econonies, and comnlex economies are necessaryr for the t ne
of division of labor which senarates most adult males from
adult females within the local community (Kunstadter 1963:62),

In conclusion Funstadter (1963:42-3) predicts that matrifocal
households will appear in a corrunity in direct orovnortion

to the degree of physical sevaration of adult males and adult
females involved in the division of lsbor. In order for this
physical separation to take place, the rroup in question must

be a part of a larrer economic system, and that system, as a
concomitant of its complexity, usually will use money as a
medium of exchange . . . o /e can add a necative requisite (i.e.
a condition which must not exist) ., . . » the matrifocal family
will not develop wvhen farilies migrate as wholes, or where

there are patrilocal families which can take up the slack

while males are away from the comrunity,

Kunstadter's prediction is tautolerical and selffulfilling in that
the definition he has used of a matrifocal household is one in which
the males are often absent, and then he has predicted that matrifocal
households will avppear in a community in nromortion to the derree that
the a2dult males and adult fermales are senarated, If the division of
labour does not recuire that the men leave the village or if the
families migrate as vnoles, the household does not fit the definition
of a matrifocal household, Kunstadter's nrediction, then, is incavavle
of explaining the conditions that ~ive rise to tre matrifocal household,
It is neceszary to back up one step to look for the causes of separation.

As Kunstadter points out, Solien's requisite of entrance into the

reyesd Ay ~ ™ cratam 1 A~y =Y -S oy anas 120
western economic system throurh migrant wace lz

'y

but Kunstsdter is likewise too vague in looking at separation throuch the



division of labour,

This peper is a study of a community in which a considerable
number of the hcuseholds fit the zbove definition of a matrifocal
household, It proposes to look at the kinds of economic activities in
which the Mill Creek householders particiante to determine whether or
not the division of labour forces the adult males to separate from the
adult females, If so, it would then be possible to oredict that narti-
cipation in specific economic activities would lead to a significant

v

number of matrifocal households in the cormunity. A4s this study is
confined to Mill Creek, cerneralizations leorically must he restricted to
that universe, LZxpansion of the stndr to include other communities

could well require lookinr =zt other variahles which weuld raise the level
of predictanility, Some of these vossitle variahles are discussed in
the conclusions,

Kunstadter feels that Solien's third variable "should onroha-ly not
be thought of so much as a cause of the matrifocal fsmily, but as an
additional effect of the division of labour involvins separation of the
sexas" (Kunstadter 1963:62),

Strictly speaking, there is not an imbalance in the sex ration,
That is, the nature of a man's work may demand that he leave his resid-
ential unit for varying periods of time, while the nature of a woman's
work allows her to remain in the community, The annsrent imbalarnce in
the sex ratio may be a product of focusing on a sincle constituent

residential unit rather than on the community as a whole,

While it is dcubtlessly *rue that the nurbher of females resident
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civen time, the comrunity rerards those msles wro are ternmorsrily a-sent



as part of its population, and those ahsent regard themselves as
members of the community., Their absence heing only temporary, they
still form part of the marriasze pool, If indeed there is an imbalance
in the sex ratic of the marriage pool among the Indians of Mill Creek,
it is in favour of the males as 2 considerable numher of Irdian women
marry white men while it is most uncormron for Indian men to marry
white women,

To surmarize, in the nast 30 wvears the Indians of Mill Creek
have exnerienced a charrce of econom~ from iniividual entermrise to that

of wzre labour as a resnonse to demands of the wider ecornomv, The

present division nf latour te-ds to keen the wormen in the community hut
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eave to find ermnloyment., The sen2ra*ion of the adult

ot

males from the adult females arrears to wesken conjural ties, leaving
the rother=-child bonds as the strongest and most enduring., It also pro=-
duces a condition which may give rise to a distinctive residential unit:
the matrifocal household,

Using the studies of Kunstadter and Sclien as guides, this paper
examines conditions that aprear to have given to a considerahble number
of matrifocal households in Mill Creek. It further looks at the division
of labour in an attempt to see if specific economic activities lead to

the emergence of the matrifocal household, an? to offer some erplarations

as tc why it is not the only, nor even the dominant househeld form,

Corditions &nd

Mill Creek was selected for study» hecause it was close to m own
hone, I had come knovied:ze of t e villape arnd krew rem-ers of at least

sixz households, Tield recearch hazan in J'a7 1968, when I rented a



teactierare located in the "Indizn nart™ of the comrunitr. As ar inde-

pendent household I had more freedom than I would have had if I had

lived with one ~f¥ *the Indian farmilies, The immortarce of thig “reedom

D

to entertain wiomever I wished, became clearer to e as I became aware

of the feelin~s of the Kaska ard tre Tehltan had for each otrer,

In mid-August I left Mill Creek with seven Tahltan, to hunt moose,
iver, hikel throu~h *he bush, and camred for several
days alons the Deszse  iver, returning to 1M1ill Creek within the week,

On August 29th, 1968, I left Mill Creek, and returned in July of

My procedure in the field was that of traditional ethnocraphic
research, invelving estahlishinc as close contact as possible with both

the Kaska and Tahltan, observing their daily activities ard whenever

4]

possible, joining them, Observations were recorded in a dailv journal,

Cae

As T was livin~ aslone, my contacts were limited to those hours of thne
day and night_when I could visit ﬁy neighhours, or when they could
visit me. Mornings were the only bad times to visit, as most neonle
slept late. Parties, visiting, and even some work (such as cutting

up came) continued on into the late nicht, so there were few hours

during the re2st of the day when it was not possible to visit someone,
In placning my research, it seemed adrisahble to collect data in

-

such a way that I could be certain of receivirg inform ation from an
unbiased sarmple of the ponulation., Shortly after movine to the village,
I drew a map of the settlement and all the 50‘7dlhf° starding {see

Firure 1). '7ith the help of the Tuhlic School teschers and 2 teenared

e o R ox B -~ Y Ny - 1357 S ant R —~ o

Indian girl, I wss able to learn who lived in each dwellin I then
§ . “= ~ Y -~ £ -

rzde a list of 211l the women's n2mes, and chose a sample (at least
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part of waich vas selected randomly) for more intensive studwr, To

1

choose a sarmle, I assirned ezch vwoman a rumber, and with the aid of

7 rardom numhers selected 2% nercent for more intersive
interviewirs, However, as NMill Creek is a small communit;, it was

not difficult to cet to know everyone to some desree, Tre need for

"

a sample hecame less important as my rance of contacts widered, and

eventually the us

0]

of the sample was discontinued, Ny opbservations
and rerarks were drawn from about 70 percent ol the totel population

of Indizn womern in 17ill Creek., All except two of the women orisinally

included in the sanple, were also included in that 70 percent,
In crder to preserve confidences, all names have Teen changed,
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THE SETTING

The settlement cf Mill Creek is located in necrthern British
Columbia, on the Alaska Highway, close to the Yukon Border, It is
built on the northern bank cf the Liard River, near the confluence
of the Dease and Liard rivers. The ceneral landscane is one of
rolling, forested hills lying batween the Rocky and Cassiar Mountain

ranges,

History

The position of Mill Creek is at the junction of two large rivers,
almost in the centre of what was, aboriginally, Kaska territory, Per-
haps for this reason, it became a meeting place and trading site for
the various nomadic bands of Kaska and travelling white traders, The
Liard was first explored by J.M. McLeod in 183L, and later by Robert
Campbell in 1937--both in the employ of the Hudson's Bay Company.

The area on either side of the Liard is sparsely settled,
game was consequently prolific and to this day the Liard River
area produces some of the finest fur cn the continent. When
the route to the Liard from the Pacific Ocean was discovered,
the lonz dangerous trip along this violent river was abandoned
and trading posts received their suonlies from the Facific,

About this time the advantases of 2 store at Mill Creek
were seen, and in 1837, an American named Robert Svlvester,
was commissioned to build a large log structure suitable for a
trading post and living quarters Zor two men (Meek 1962:119),

In 1926, the provincial police established a oost at Point McNab
on the Lierd, one mile downriver from the present village. About ten
years later, the Taku Trading Company store was built close to a sleuch
approximately cne third mile north-northeast of what is now Mill Creek.

These trading vosts attracted the lcocal bands of Kaska Indians who

began to make Mill Creek a seasonal cerp,
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At about that time, fear cenerated by serious epidemics of
diphtheria in the villages of lcDames, Dease Lake, and Francis Lake,
drove the Kaska trom those settlements. They congregated in a camp
some thirty-three miles downriver from present-day Mill Creek, and
from there, eventually moved to Mill Creek,

Mill Creek became something more than a trading post in 19L2,
when american army personnel and Canadian civilians began construction
of the Alaska Highway. A large camp was built in Mill Creek to house
men and equipment., The men liberally traded food, clothing, cirarettes,
and liquor for the company of the local Indian women., Gradually more
and more Indian families were attracted to settle in the area, By 19LL
most of the construction workers and soldiers had left, and the barracks
were convérted into a hotel. That building now constitutes the hub of
the village, The Mill Creek Indian Residential School (locally known
as "the Mission") was built in 1950 and opened in 1951.

The Indians reter to the vears between 1942 and 1960 as the "good
years." Trappihg was a steady and profitatle occupation and according
to the older Indians everyone worked in those days. The number of
people who called Mill Creek home was much liarger then, they say, and
the town today has been described as a ghost town in comparison. The
nurber of deserted and decaying cabins in the villace would seem to
indicate that the settlement once did have many more inhabitants, As
was their custom, the Indians treated Mill Creek as a seasonal camp,
while the remainder of the vear was spent in the hush,

By 1960 the pnrice of fur rad drococed, and in that year the Hudson's

Bay Company closed its nost, Closing of the store meant that the Indizans



13

ers, Il2nw of the trzp lines were

|57 8¢

abardoned, and it appears that a meriod of economic decline began,
Yet ancther svent which was tec “zve a2 rreat infiuence on the

innabitants of Mill Creek wes takinr place at this time., Until 1959,

there were no liquor outlets w
covernment stcres of Fort Mels
and prior to 1959 it was not 1
alcoholic beverares, This is

any liquor. Accordings to on

(0]

from bootlegrers in tie area,

process became simpler in 1959
liquor., In that year a beer o
The effect of this establishme
of the Indians., In the absenc
the bar quickly becomes a plac
As many of the trap lines were

closed, the Indians had more t

ithin ezsy access of tre villara, Tre

2l Tor Indians to buy or to he given-

to s2- tha', the Irndians did not nhtein

, vaen it became leral for Indians to btuy

7

our was ozened in the 1Mill Creek Totel,

-
13

"y

i
nt has been 2 profound change in the lives

e of a community hall or meetinr house,

e where adults could zather in the evenines.
aband when the Hudson's Bay store

ime but less money on their hands, Their

time, and what little money they had, were svent in the bar,
s J . b hy
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'he Villare Today

The settlement of Mill Creex i§ scetiered for z rmile or rmore slong
the north tenk of the Liard river, There is 2 ce~etery on the south
bank, but there is no bridge, so it is accessi-le in the sumrer only by
toat or r-It, In the winter it is nossi»le t» cross the river on tre

.

1ce.,
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Tre camunity consists of Irdi vhite dwellin-s, the

4

.
-

public school, the rssidential eschorl, the Csthalic Miseion Church,

the 3ritish Columbia Forest Service »uildir-s, the hotel-store and

3

garage complex, and mary abandoned nr unused buildincs, The unused

buildings include a ca%in belonring to the Britisn Columhia Fish and

0

Game Department, the former lludson's 3ay store and warehouse, the

Fal

Jaku
Trading Company Euildings, an old hotel, and many mouldering log cabins,
Of the dwellings in the village, seven have Deen built with grants
frem the 3and funds. In theory, the Band Council allots a housing crant
of $8500 to band members they feel to be in need, If the individual is
not able to contribute further funds of his o-n, a house is built (under
the supervision of the Indian Arent) for the above amount, The huildine
is done bty contractors, and seldom involves the Indians themselves,
Unless the individual makes a snecial reguest, the houses are »uilt on
ore of a few starndard desi-ns, 0(ne desirn has three hedrooms and 2
kitchen-living room (Figure 2), and *tne second desi-n has only one “ed=

roon (Figure 2). The buildincs are neeled-loc striuctures, havinec wonden

= |
m
W
» 9
{

strips alon~ the chinks cn the
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The other Indian dwellincs are not of s standard style, and they
vary widely in size, age, and genersl stzte of repair. Thesz csabins
sre often crowded, with larre families, ani sometires exterded families
sharing a sinrle house. !Many have broken windows, leaking rocfs, and
i11-fitting docrs. DNone of the Indian dwellinrs has runrins water or
halfwayr alons one row of
houses, btut theose families livinc far from the numn carr—- their water
frem the river. Outhouses are often shared hy several Tarilies, ard
at least one family of seven had none 2t all, Durinc tte school term,
and even after school hours the children attendings the Public School
make extensive use of the school washroom facilities since the school

has running water, The older rcirls wash their hair ard sorm es even
Dwellings are sparsely furnished, with many items such as bunkbeds
and tables with benches being home-made. The cook stove may double as
a heater, although most homes have a barrel heater as well, Many homes
have an army cot that serves as a scfa by day and a bed at nirht,
Chairs are limited in number, but the wide variety in styles shows
consideravle imagination; one home has several restaurant stools placed
around the table. The one essential piece of equipment seems t~ be the
radio, which is played almost constantly., The more affluent households
may also have a record plaver,
Decoration inside the ca~ins is nsually limited to calendars from

local busiresses, and relirious pictures. Cne %§ﬂilv has a lar-e rumrer

of houseplants, planted in brirhtly coloured »leach containers and set

In sumrary, the history of the ares indicates 8 lon:g vperiod of

ion from the outside world, At that time the Indians
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were fairly nomadic in their subsisterce endeavors, and contact with the
outside world was limitéd. However, in the short s»nan of the rast 30
years, the area has heen onened for develonment, nrincinec increasing
numdoers of outsiders into contact with the Indizns, VWith the dron in the
price of furs, the Indians could no lonrer rerair economically indeoen-
dent, and many households heran to denend on assistance for rmaintenance
and shelter. Houses in the villace f211 into %twn calegories, those

built by the Indians themseslves, and those built by contractors with
Band funds, DNeither category incluides the rodern luxuries of indoor
plumbing and running water, even though it is availat:le to other parts

of the community.

Demographic Prorile

The Indian cormunity of Mill Creck, as of 1968, consists of 187
residents, plus 1LO children who live in the Residential School for
ten months of the vear. Only a handful of these children.have families
in Mill Creek, the others come from outlyinc villares in which there
is no school,

The total population of 17311 Creek is 260: 116 2dults, 29 between
13 and 21 years, and 10% children, Of the total nonulation, 130 (50
percept) are Xaska: S7 (22 nercent) are Tahltan: 3 (1 nercent) are
Tlingit, and 70 (27 percent) are white, Mthouch the Kaska renresent

"

only 50 percent of the total, they represent 6¢ nercert of the Indlian

population,

Of the 187 residents, 72 are adults cver 21 years of age; 33 are
between 13 and 21 vears; and the remaininc CF 9fe children, Of the
72 2dults, 32 (Ll »ercent)} are wcren, the o'her LO are men (see Table

1 for a more ccmplete demorrsphic breakdovr,)



The Indiars who c211 1"i11 Creek their home are never 211 in the

ct

villace at an7 one time., Ther mar srend a creat deal of time awsr from
the settlerert for varions reascrs at various times of the -—ear [e.r.

wa~e=-work outside the community, on the hunt, tra-mins, away to school,

1).

}e

or doing time in ja
Besides bthe Indians there 2re 70 whites: 112 adults, & hetween 13

and 21 years, and 18 children. The 3ritish Colurmhia Zorest Service has

two men stationed in Mill Creek in charce of the local Forest Service

installation; both are married and have children. The hotel complex

(includins the store, garagce, and csfe) is ovned and operated by partners,

o

each of whom is married and has four children, Their business employs

[
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o
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two barterders, two waitresses, and a mechanic., The Residentia
is staffed by six Sisters of St. Anne, three Rrothers, twec Cblate Fathers,

four lay teachers and four suvervisors, The Public School staff include

()]

two teacherse--a hushard-wife team, There 2re also eirht white men in the
villare living with Indian women, aznd there 2re two white hachelors,

Of the adult Indian pooulation, 3L percent are ler2lly married,
L7 percent are involved in other unions and 18 vercernt are sincle, Of
those between the ares of 13 and 21 years, none are married, but L (12

percent ) are involved in other unions and have children by those unions,
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THE HOUSEHCLD AND COMMUNITY

Households

Household composition in the village covers a broad range, but can
be divided into three grouns as is outlined in Tables 1, 2 and 3, When
research was begun in Mill Creek, there were two households in which an
unmarried couple was "boarding" with the family owning the house, In
both cases, neither member of the couple was reslated to the hcme-owning
family, and both of these arrangements were short-lived, One ended
because the boarders were not atle to pay the agreed-upon rent, and gave
the excuse that they were "too proud to go on welfare." The second was
terminated when the daughter of the house-owner had an argument with the
female boarder, IExcept for these two cases, households arpear to act as
corporate groups.

The househcld appears to be the largest corporate group, that is,
the largest group possessing common property, and sharine in work for
specific ends, Within the household few goods are recarded as versonal,
the majority ot goods are pooled, Even the earnings of the teenacers
are used tc the common end., If, for some reason, the parents are unable
to provide foed and clothing, the teenacers may have to use their own
earnings to buy these for younger members of the family.

The household usually lives under one roof, but in one or two cases
the house has become too small and z second building has been built very
close to the first, In this case the second building serves as a bedroom
and the first as a combined kitchen, living-room and bedroom,

Cn page 21 Table L indicates 1L households in which the adull head

of the household is married., Seven of these are composed of nuclear



TABLE 1

Demograpnic Profile of the Tahltan of 1Mill Creek

Sex Age Single Legal Other Total
Marriage Unions
Male over 21 T 3 3 13
(32) 13-21 3 0 0 3
under 13 16 0 o; 16
Female over 21 0 S 6 i s §
(25) 13-21 5 0 1 6
under 13 8 0 0 8
Total 39 8 10 57
TABIE 2

Demograpnic Profile of the Kaska of Mill Creek

Sex Age Single Legal Other Total
Marriage Unions

Male over 21 S 9 13 27
(72) 13=21 13 0 2 15
under 13 30 0 0 30
Female over 21 1 8 12 21
(s8) 13-21 8 0 1 9
uncer 13 28 0 0 28

Total 85 i7 28 130




TABIE 3

Denmographic Profile of the whites of Mill Creek

Sex Lce Single legal Other Total
Marriarce Unions

Male over 21 13 10 S 28
(39) 13-21 3 0 0 3
under 13 8 .0 0 8
Female over 21 9 7 0 16
{31) 13-21 2 1 0 3
under 13 12 0 0 12
Total L7 18 S 70




TABIE U

Composition of Indian Households in 1Mill Creek

e e i

Marital Household Composition Number of Sub
Status Households Totals
Nuclears: 7
Extended:
MARRIED a) nuclear family plus dauchter
her spouse and children S
b) nuclear family olus son,
his spouse and children .
¢) nuclear family plus children
of absent daughter 1
1L
Nuclear:
a) man, woman plus children of
this union 3
COMMON=LAW b) man, woman plus children,
some or all of other unions S
Extended:

a) man, woman plus woman's child=

ren of other union, plus

woman's mother 1
b) siblings (brother and sister

plus respective nuclear

families 1
10
Single Males: (two or more in house) 2
"SINGLE" Widowed or Separated Females plus
Children g
N

TOTAL NUMBIR OF HOUSEHOLDS 28




2L

families only, and seven of extended families, Of the adult couples in
these 1l households only one has been married less than five vears, while
the average length of marriare is 11 years., Of this crouo only one
family has the characteristics of a matrifocal family in that none of
the woman's three children are of the onresent union, and each child is

of a different union. All three ot the children have their mother's
maiden surname,

Included in the "Married" group, are all those households that
still operate traplines as a family unit during the winter months as well
as those that are most in the practice of making long fishing and hunting
expeditions in the summer and fall,

In the group entitled Common-law (Table L), three households are
composed of a couple and children of their union, As in the Married
group, these unions are long=-standing and aopear to be relatively stable
although not legalized, the averare lencth of the unions is over ten
years, and these families do not a~pear to be matrifccal in nature.

Also under the "ﬁuclear" heading are five families in which some or all
of the children are of other unions., They are unions, with one exception,
that are fairly recent and have been preceeded, on the woman's nart, with
one or more other temporary unions. The averape length of these unions
is less than two years.

The group headed Common-law Extended, contains one household composed
of an Indian woman who is legally married to a white, but is living with
an Indian man., Also living with them are her three children of her mar=-
riage, and her elderly mother, I have included this family in the

nd her children are the constants

m

matrifocal family totals as the woman

in the unit. The dwelling belongs to the woman and, as her common-law
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husband must leave the area to work, they are freauently senarated,
The ages of this counle are 27 ard 29. They have lived torether less
than two years. The second household under this headinc is made up

of two commonelaw unions joined by a sibling (brother-sister) relation-
ship. It is difficult to classify these families as neither of the
couples has lived together for very long. One of the families has
several children from the mother's former union. The average ages of
the four adults is 25 years.

Finally, in the "Single" household category (Table L) there are
two households composed of women, one separated and one widowed, plus
their children. These units are clearly matrifocal in nature. The
women in these two households are 43 and L5 years old,

From the ahove it would appmear that ten of the 28 households
(about 36 percent) in the Indian villare are matrifocal in nature, (It
s hould be noted that these fipures do not include those households

ccmpesed of Indian women living with white men., )

Community Orcanization

Mill Creek is divided reographically, ethnically, and socially
into three parts: a white section tc the east; a Kaska section to the
west, on the reserve; and between, an area inhabited by Tahltan, a
few Kaska, and several Indian-white households (see Figure 1),

A1l three divisions are readily perceived by *he Indians, but teo
the whites, the obvious distinction is between whites and Indians.
Whites seem to be aware of "who hangs around with who," but do not
know which householis are Kaska and which are Tahltan, ost vhites

did nct know the names of either trive, but spoke of their neirhbours
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+ r~ A + U T I ]
y the gerneral term ot "Indians."
trin the Indian sestion ot town, there is a definite divi-

1

sion between ilaska and Tahltar, The rassrre of 640 acres was estahlished

in April, 191&, "to e equally divided, upon survey, hetween the Liard and
Francis Lzke Tribe or 5z2nd, and the 'elson Diver Tribe or Dand” {Provirce
of British Colurbia, 1916), These hards gvre 211 Faska, ¥-t 3l the

Kaska in 1311 Creek are now livins on the recerve, Twn families are

living off tre reserve in houses bhuilt arZ ovned »7 the Denartment ol

m

Indian Affairs, 1In addition, a Kasks married to a Tlincit womean Trom
Teslin is livins at the edre of the vhite section o7 towrn,
The Tahltan live o”f the reserve, “ut the boundar; is s»o circiitous

that in fact the Kaska and Tahltan live side vy side. At the time of

J

2

this study, there were three Tahltan-white housetolds, and three [asia-
white households. In all cases the white nartnesr was male,
Most Tahltan came to Mill Creek from the Telegraph Creek area

o
i

family by family, at differert times. Although several of the families
are related, they do not constitute a sinrle, unified branch of the
Telegraph Creek band, They have no chief in Mill Creek. Today, most
of the Tahltan in Mill Creek still feel some ties to Telegraoh Creek,
as most have relatives there. During the summer, as ranyr families as
are ahle to find transportation »2ke the Journev *to Telecranh Creek,

The ethric divisions are made up of similar thou-h not exactlr

narallel sets of relationshios. The tourdaries »f t-e rroune te-d to

be marked »y *he limits of circles of frierds, of kin ties, ard of
rartnershing., "hile no ¢rour tas an officizl leader, eac™ tzg indivie
duals wao will act as spokesmen from tirme te tira, “ithin the grouos,
all individuvals seem to interact freely with one other, hut hetween
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groups communication tends to he channeled throurh the spokesmen,

With the exception of the British Columbia Forest Service nersonnel,
the whites are in Mill Creek because of the Indian pooulation. The
Residential School is there to educate the Indian children from the sur=-
rounding area, The priests cater to the needs of both the whites and
the Indians in their congregation, but the location of their Mission in
Mill Creek was determined by the presence of an Indian population, The
white teachers and staff at the school, therefore, also find their occu=
pations dependent on the Indians, Even the Public School teachers are
in Mill Creek because of the Indians., Indian children make up the
majority of their classes, and the families of %the white children would
not be there were it not for the Indians,

The hotel, cafe, garare, and store do a certain amount of business
with travellers on the Alaska Highway, but the hotel is not very new or
attractive, and many travellers prefer to drive on into Watson Lake
where they can find more modern accommodations. In any event, the hotel
exists mainly so that a beer parlour and cocktail lounse can be operated,
One has only to sit in the bar for a few evenings to observe that a
great deal of revenue is gained through the bar, and that it is primarily
Indians who frequent the bar, Whites go to the cocktail lounge if they
éo at alli,

Few, if any tourists buy clothinz from the store, though some do
buy grocery items., For their groceries, the whites of Mill Creek ro
to Watson Lake where there is greater selection and prices are lower,

Only the Indians depend on the local store for the majority of their

4y

ocd end clothing,

If the whites are in }Miil Creek because of the Indians, why sre the
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Indians there? Traditionally they met and camped there to trade--st
first with each other, and then with the white traders, and eventually
they settled there to be closer to the goods obtainable from the white
traders, missionaries, and government agents., They now depend on the
priests, the schools, the store, and the bar for what have become
essential services,

While the croups rely on each other for their continued prescence
in Mill Creek, their interaction is specific, rather than ceneral,
Certain segmentes of the white society meet with segments of the Indian
society for sveecial, fairly well outlined ournoses, The teachers meet
with the pupils for snecified veriods of the dawv, atter which, in the
case of the Residential School, the supervisors assume the resnmonsibility
of caring for the children, The Residential School teachers may never
meet the parents of their students, as the children are brourht to the
school in September by bus and they remain there until the end of the
school term when they are returned to their homes by bus. The Public
School teachers have more contact with the parents, and may, in fact,
be the only whites in the community to enter the homes of the Indians,
Wives of the Residential School teachers and staff have 1little or no
contact with the children or their parents,

The hotel owners and staff meet the Indians in a setting of pro-
prietor-customer relations, in which the whites always have the upper
hand, Even in the instances in which the Indians rc to them with hand-
made leather articles to sell, the wnhites have the advantare as the
Indians will eventually take whatever is offered, The whites want the
handmade rcods, as they rreatly enhance the attractiveness of their

o

store for the tourists, but they know that the Indians have no other
’ )
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convenient outlet for their work, so will »e forced to sell the articles

1

Creek sre lmowmn to each other, at lczzh %

] il v
sight, there is a unity of residents that can be onnosed to non-residenrts,
ut this croupins zmounts to little more than a definition of 2 sattle-
ment vnose rermters are but loosely tied by overlanoing circles of

tinship, The few 2ctivities wiii
open to, &ll merbers of the communitr, have at least two features in
common: therr take nlace on tne "white side of town," and they arebinifiated
by whiiles who have some professional contact with the Indians. I
discovered no instances in which whites initiated activity that was not

1

connected with their jobs, nor did I ever find that Indians were invited

@

to take part in social gatherings at the homes of wnites., fAssociation

ot whites with Indians seems to be more a consequence of white occup-
ations than a result of any desire to foster inter-group activities,

and as wahites are in positions of authority, they do all the nlanning and
ce-ordinating of activities, while the Indians piay only minor parts in
the carrying out of the olans,

Once a week, during the school term a free movie is shown in the
Mission School auditorium. The films are rented by the school, nrimarily
for the enjoyment of the Mission School children, staff, ard teachers,
but attendance is opened to the entire-comruni?y. The movies consti-

tute a popular source of entertairment, and are attended by almost

everyhody, although rot everyone attends re-uvlarly,

#
Cccasionally the YMission School holds concerts Lo wvhich the entire
villace i3 invited . . o o usualls schedulsd close to Christmas and the

)
8v]
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end of the school term in June. The planning is done by the school
staff, and, quite naturally, children and staff from the Mission School
have a larger involvement., However, the village children and some cf
the adult Indians may be asked to participate by singineg or playing
their guitars,

Once each year an interschool sports dav is held in Mill Creek,
All the children in both the Public School and the Mission School take
part., Many of the mothers and pre-schoolers, and some of the men, go
to the school grounds to watch, They follow the events with interest,
but watch silently from some distance, In the evenins following the
sports day which I a*tended, an outdoor barbecue was held. The invi-
tations, as always, were made by word of mouth, with the children acting
as the main agents .in spreading the news of ihe event. Although the
word was passed around that "everyone is welcome,™ those who came were
principally the parents of school-age children, and anyone who had
previously had contact with the teachers throughout the school year,
The teachers and staff of the two schools and members of the séhool
board had planned and purchased the supplies for the evening, While at
the barbecue, the whites who were not overseeing the cooking and distri-
bution ot the food sat on one side of the fire, The Indians arrived in
small groups and sat torgether on the ocposite side ot the fire, where
they watched silentlv, occasionally exchanging a few words in low voices.
Tre stiffness was relieved finally, when Ceorce Jones arrived, Almost
immediately he wes handed a rfuitar, ard beran to sinc and to joke with
everyone, Georrse is considered by the Indians and:whites alike to bhe
sinrer and guitar player in the area., He has sung semi-profes-

1

sionally in many oi the cocktail lovnges in the Yukon. He appears tc oe
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grercarious and self-confident in such gatheriness, and his presence
seemed to set the others at ease, They beran to join in the conver-
sation and the singing,

The foregoing events reoresernt a few almost traditional occasions
vhen, at least nominally, the entire community is involved, 3But they szeem’
to point out the divisions rather than the unity of the settlement,

Smaller organizations, such as the Putlic School Parent Teacher
Associestion, have limited suvrort., The teachers revcrted that white
mothers attended the meetings, but only a few of the Indian mothers
participated. Those who did take part, did so rerularly. The teachers
observed that the Indian women felt uneasy when in a group that also
contained white women, They said it was often more satisfactory to
go to the homes cf the Indian children and to speak with the mothers
privately,

Throughout the year, various sports teams are formed, azain,
under the direction of the Mission School staff, While I was in Mill
Creek, men's and women's baseball teams were organized as well as the
inter-school ball team for the children, The adult teams played in a
league with Watson Lake and Unper Liard teams, The members were both
whites and Indians. Although many were very ~ood plavers, the Indians
have to be asked reneatedly to join a team, and even once they come
mitted themselves to play, they often did not attend oractices or cames
unless coaxed,

The Boys! Surervisor from the HMission School organized these teams,

ome discouragement at the arparent lack of enthusiasm and
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said ne had experienced the sare attitudes towards his attempts to form

e

winter sports teams, He felt that thers were many talented plavers, but
P 3 5 )



a lack of cohesien and team lora2lt; defezted his efforts,
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While the relationshin of th

(]

conrresation of the Church tends to

be individualistic rather than group-oriented, and whnile the shared

beliefs do not arcpear to lead to socal relations amonz the wmembers of

o

the congregaticns, the Church is one

f the few uniting factors in Mill
Creek., 1t vrrovides some centralized control over the lives of the

uals

S}
mn

s indivi

(6]

peonle : s, and brincs them torzether at certain times for
specific purpnses such as relirious services, and for entertainment,
There is neither a Catholic Voren's League, nor a lomen's Auxiliary in
i1l Creek, The whites 2nd Indizans do not attend Church services
together, ~nd do not linser after services to exchanre rreetin~e or to
invite their neichbours home to tez, but ther 4o look to the Church to
hold those e"="+‘, oreviously descried, ~hich brins them toret:er Trom
time to time, in an informal setting,

The majority of the pornulzation in 17ill Creek is, at least nominallv,

~

Roman Catholic, Only one Indian family of eight persons, and four white
families, a total of fourteen, belong to the Anglican Church., There is
Catholic chapel in the residential school, and another in a separate
log building. During the school term, the children and teachers at the

Residertial School are expected to attend the services in the school
chapel, so the turnout is generally high, Church attendance of the
adults of the villaze is not regular, The Indians tend to turn to the
priests when they need help as the priests represent a powerful link

©0 the cutside world, The onriests control the hirin~ ard firins of a

lobs within tl.e schoonl, and are a valuahle source of

Tathers maintein a
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fairly constant contzct with the Indian Agent in Watson Lake and, upbon
the pri=st's advice, assistznce from that office may be given or cut

off. The Fathers oiten particirate in counselling those Indians involved
in court cases. They represent sources of information as to court proce=-
dure, and as to how one may obtain money for the payment of fines,

As was mentioned sbove, Mill Creek is rouchly in the centre of what
was once exclusively Kaska territory, but, within the past ten to twelve
yvears, many Tahltan have moved into the villare, There are at least ten
Tahltan households, and eichteen that are Kaska. There are several
individuals who are at least vartly Cree and Beaver, and in add‘tion;
there are two Tlinsit wormen and one Loucheux woman,

The Kaska apvear to resent the outsiders, especially the Tahltan
who represent the second largest ¢roup in the villace, The groups do
not mix socially. Friendships are usually formed between men who work,
hunt, trap, and/or drink together, and the alignments follow ethnic
boundaries, Friendships among the women follow a similar pattern and
are formed betweén women who werk,; cossip, and drink together, These
friendships are almost entirely within their own ethnic group, Kaska
or Tahltan, and almost everyore within the group is felated either by
marriage or by kinship ties., Women who were not kin sometimes become
friends, but these friendships do not seem to last for a long time, and
are easily broken by gossip and mistrust, The only lasting relation-
ships seen to »e among kin,

Kacka and Tzhltan do not intermarry, althourh there are several
honseholds of mixed vhite and Kaska as well as whiée ard Tahltan,

There was one Tahltan women livinrs with a Kaska man, alth&u"h dvring

the surmer he left the area to work, and the woman began to live with
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a Tahltan man., This incident is unusual, because not even the teenagers,
who seem tc feel less strongly asbout their band affilistions, form
friendships acress band lines. There is, however, one Kaska marrizsd to
a Tlingit voman from Teslin. This woman is treated as an outsider by
both the Kaska and Tanltan women, This was 2lso the lot of the other
Tlinsit, and the Loucheur woman, hoth of whom left Mill Creek in the
late surmmer,

Among the Indians, there is a belief that as Indians they are
entirely self-sufficient, and able to live off the land, Creat oride
is taken in the ability to produce handmade tools, trans, and articies
of clothing., But in marked contrzst to the myth of self-sufficiency
are the daily reminders that very few of them could survive as did
their ancestors., Tecday they are dependent on the larger white society
for foed, clothing, 2nd, to a degree, shelter, While pride is taken in
producing handicrafts, very few of the villagers have or use knowledge
of these arts. The young peopls have not taken the time to learn from
their elders, This is also true of their abjility to speak Kaska or
Tanltan., At best the young people know onlv a few words of their
languages, The exception in this case is the Rover familv, Uncle George
and Annie Roper speak Kaska to each other at home ard in this way their
children have all learned the lanruare,

In surmary, Mill Creek is divided into several erouos; whites,
Kaska and Tahltan, Gecgranhically they are organized into a common
comnunity, but in terms of interaction, there is little unity. The
Church and the schools provide scme services which:cross the egroup
boundaries and, from time to time. draw the inhahitants tecether,

Hewever, for the most part activities are carried out and friendships
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are formed within one'sown group. In spite of the rather artificial
nature of the cohesion of the community, whites and the Indians are

devendent on each other for their continued existence in ill Creek,

Economic Institutions

Although there are no commercial enternrises, evcent for the hotel=
store-garace complex in Mill Creek, the town is situated in the midst of
considerable economic activity., Larce international mining commanies,
and many snaller companies have established claims in the surrounding
vicinity, These organizations have crews workinz at exploration sites
in the tush and at mining camps. Some companies have even established
permanent townaites., The mineral and petroleum deposits of the region
are now being discovered and developed as each year brings another
influx of mining, petroleum and ccnstruction engineers as well as
labourers and self-employed prospectors to the area,

To service the zgrowing industries, communication must be increased,
New roads are being built into the bush, but in the meantime, charter
planes and helicopter companies are deine a good business, Advance work
parties have already done research for the provosed dam on the Liard
River atout fifty miles down river from Mill Creek, The orospects of
this dam and that of the promised railroad into Fort Nelson and Dease
Lake are attractins new commercial entervrisss to the area,

The increased economic activitv means very little to the Indians
in terms of economic benefits, Many of the new job opportunities

3

demard an education level beyond that of the Mill Creek Indians, and

5

many rore jobs require snmecial skills and work experience (e.c., as

L0

equipment operators) that tney do not have, and cannot easily acquire.

v
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It is true that there are numercus jobs availahle for uns¥killed
labourers, but it is also true that the recert surre of economic
activity has attracted larce numbers of workers, mostl:r white, to move
to the north in search of work, By and larse, these workers are better
equipped to compete for the available joos than are the Indians,

In recent years, the unions have also moved into the north, and
many companies will hire only union memvers., To join a union it may be
necessary to move to another district, and the expenses of moving as well
as tne initial union dues, are prohibitive to the Indians,

Finally, even though an Indian man may be hired by a company, the
location of the job may require him to leave his family for long periods
of time, Worries connected with being away from home may eventually
induce the man to quit his job, thus adding fuel to the old idea that
Indians are not reliable and will quit after receiving their first
pavcheque,

Besides ths new business ventures, there are the older ones which
accounted for the existence of many of the old-timers in the region,
Several lorging companies turn out sawn lumber and peeled noles to meet
the building needs of the pednle arcund “'atson Lake ard Mill Creek,
Transport companies provide truckine services which bring into these
small towns all the goods required for daily livinz, Maintenance crews
work year-round to keep tne highway open, and'to keep the telephone,
telegraph, and micro-wave lines in goed repair,

And finally, there is the considerable tourist business, Hotels,
motels, and service stations cater to travelers on.the Klaska Hirchvay,

1

Much of the tourist business centers around fishing and hunting, The

-
7

wildlife of northern British Columbia and the Tukon supnorts a creat
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many licensed biz game outfitters who employ hundreds of cuides to
accomnodate the hunters and fishermen who ~o north each vezr. Zach
outfitter has his own hunting territory which is designated by the
Provincial Department of Fish and Wildlife. To qualify for a territory,
a hunter must hold a Class A guiding license. Any hunter may obtain &
Class C license providing he has worked with a2 Class A or B guide for
three scasons, To obtain a Class B license, a Class C guide must work
with a Class A or B for three seasons, and to obtain a Class 4 license,
the hunter must spend a further three seascns under a Class A guide,
Apart from the length of time that must be invested in such a orocedure,
there is consideranle expense involved in establishing one's self in
this business, The law requires that an outfitter emmlov a fixed number
of Class 3 and C guides for every three memhers in the oartv, Cahins
are erected at points throushout the territory for the converience of
the clients, /A5 all of the territories are located many miles from any
town and from the hirhway, hunting parties are either flown in by float
plane or else ride in on horseback, Float plane docks must be built on
suitable lakes, while corrals and barns must be built for the horses,

The hunt offers the men employment in which they can, and do,
excel, It is generally recognized that the Indian guides are superior
to the white guides, and for this reascn, they are eagerly soucht by
outfitters, The hunt and preparations before it appeal to the Indians,
They enjoy the work, and they enjoy the security of feeling adequate to
the situation., There is also a feeling that, as Indians, they should
be huntinr and workine with horses, |

By and large, once hired, the men remain with the outfitter till

the last hunt is in, This is the one tyve of emnlorment which they very
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seldom terminate before the job is through; Zver teen-aced boys can
find employment with the outfitters as horse wranglers. 3By wrangling
for a few summers, a boy learns the rudiments of guiding and ty the

age of seventeen or eighteen, may be hired as a Class C guide., At times
the women accompany their men on the hunt snd earn wares as cooks or
cook'!s helpers,

Besides the exvenses involved in ohtaining a huntins territorv, an
outfitter must have the gqualities of leadershin zrnd the ahilitv to
maintain favorzhle relations amons emnloyees and clients, Bevond this,
one must have a certain amount of business skill to advertize, make
bookines, organize supolies, crews, and livestock, and to de resoonsible
for the entire party. As a result, there are many Indians who excel at
anunting, know the areas and the game trails, anq have completed the
required apprenticeship to obtain a Class A license, but who have neither
the cash nor the sophisticaticn to enter the business for themselves,
There is one man in Mill Creek who did have his own territory, but was
not able to handle the business and organizational aspects of outfitting,
After two unsuccessful seasons, he was forced by circumstances to give
up his territory,

The 2bove surmary of the economy of the broader area, is meant to
give perspective to the economic situation of the Indians of Mill Creek,
They live in a villege of very little commercial activity which is
surrounded by intense activity, and are acle to exploit only a very
small portion of the economic octential,

At 2 very general level, the economy of the Indians follows an
arnual rournd of activities as outlined below, The outlire is not

definitive, It may apply to some individuals in part cnly and to some
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not at all,

In the late spring, wood cutting begins., Trees are felled, slashed,
cut and stacked into cordwood for eventual sale to the mine in Cassiar,
A private truck is contracted to pick up the wood and deliver it to the
mines., According to the agreement, trucks can haul the wood as fast
as it is cut, but there are always complaints from both sides, Cutters
say that the trucks don't come for weeks, when they are most needed,
and truck drivers say that they are called out only to find that the
loads are not ready. The Indian Arent must try to keep the operation
going, as it reoresents one valuahle source of income for the Indians,

The major wood=cutting site is at Rlue River, aoproximately fortye
five miles by highway from Mill Creek, The men, and often the entire
family, move to Blue River for the wood-cutting season, This settlement
consists of tent dwellings, which have walls four to six locs high to
supplement the canvas, There may or may not be a wooden floor in these
buildings. Although they are supposedly temporary dwellings, some of
these cabins are occupied throughout the year, Some wood-cutting does
continue all winter, though most of the men stop and do not return until
the spring, |

With the onset of summer, many of the men of Mill Creek leave for
the bush to prepare for the hunting season, There are four well
established outfitters who make Watscn Lake their headquarters, The
outfitters transport the men to the bush where they repair cabins,
corrals, docks, and barns, Zach outfitter must either maintain his
own string of horses, or else rent them from a rancher in the area,
During the surmer the livestock is rounded up, branded, arnd the rcung

horses oroken to the saddle or rackboard,



ke

Hunting seasons vary from one kind of game animal to another,

The first hunts begzin during the first week in Aurust; the last end
around the middle of October, at which time it becomes impractical and
uncomfortable to hunt due tc the snow and cold,

Those Indians not hired by the outfitters may find employment with
construction or maintenance crews working on the Alaska Hichway. During
the summer months major repairs or alterations to the hichway and the
brideges are carried out. There are always extra men needed to work on
the road crews, Few Indians at Mill Creek have the oonortunity to
learn to drive heavy trucks, so they are usually emnloved as reneral
labourers, althourh there is one young man who attended the vocational
school in VWhitehorse and is now permanently employed acs a grader overator
on a highway maintenance crew,

Employment may also be had with the British Columbia Forest Service,
Forest fires present a constant threat during the hdt dry surmers, and
the Forest Service has the authority to conscript firefighters in time
of need. Although firefighting does offer another source of income,
it is an especially unpopular type of work, It is not unusual for the
entire, unemployed, male population to disappear at the threat of being
pressed into service,

Once the snows come te stay, around the end of October, those
families who still maintain trap lines repair their equioment, pack
their sunplies, and leave for the bush, The equinment is all vacked
on their backs and on the backs of their dcrs. Their lines may be
one or two davs walk away, or about eirhty miles bf highwar, Oncé out
on the trapline, these families return only pericdically to bring in

their furs and to take back more sunplies, For a week or twwo at



Christmas, those families with children in the Residential School
return to Mill Creek to spend Christmas with their children and to
visit their friends, This is a time of many varties, and is surpassed
only by the return from the hunt for excitement and activities. Shortly
after New Year's the travpers return to their lines again, The trapoing
season extends from Cctober to May,

In the past, every Indian family in Mill Creek could suonort

2

itself by trapping, but nowadars there are Tewer than eicht families
who trap for an annrecianle nortion of the szason. This fact notwithe
standing, there exists a feelins of the "richtness" of this occunation
for the Indians, similar to the feeling of the "rightness" of the hunt,
As one resident put it, "Every Indian in Mill Creek feels that he must
trap a2 litile to be able to call himself an Indian.," Some may never
get any turther than talking of going trapping, while others may stay
in the tush for periods varying from a few days to a few weeks,

There are other sources of income, but most of them are for short
periods cnly--odd joos of painting for the Forest Service or for the
hotel, carpentry work and ditchdirgsine type jobs.

The economy of IMill Crecek is based not cnly cn wages but also on
social assistance. The mcst common form of assistance is from the
Department of Social “elfars or from the Department of Indian Affairs,
two offices thet work very closelv as they nrovide many of the same
services, Status Indianssare assisted by the Indian Areﬁt wnile None

6
Status Indians (and whites) are assisted br the Denartment of Social
Welfare,

Other forms of scecial assistance are orovided by local rsroups

such as the Catholic Church, the Zlks Club, and the Baotist Churck of
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Watson Lake, These groups offer food, used clothing, and travel
allowances to needy families and to students. The Lions Club of
Prince George sponsors an annual Christmas partv for the children of
the Residential School. !Members of the club 1tly from Prince George
to Mill Creek laden with toys and candies which they distribute to
the children,

The jobs described in the annual round apply to the men in Mill
Creek. The contribution of the women to the economy is of a different
nature, and althourh their contribution may or many not be as large
as that of the men, it gnpears that the women control the economy of
the household. The man's work is seascnal and is often piece work 50
that when one job is completed, there may bte an interval when no work
is available, or a pericd when no work is sought, In contrast, the
woman's contributicn is relatively constant and secure. She can count
on receiving a monthly Fanily Allcowance cheque, and it she is an
unwed mother or a widow, she is eligible to receive other forms of
assistence, such as grocery chits, and perhaps even a house to live in,
Her man may, in fact, live with her, although he will disanpear vwhen=-
ever the Indian Arent or Scocial Worker visite, as her social assistance
may be cut off if she was receiving any support from a man,

Miss Laznsdon, the Social Worker for the Watson Lake area, said
that the official policy of her office was to rive cash: assistance
if the head of the family in need was felt to be a "devende-lie" perscn
and had displaved scme degree of competence at handline his own
finances, otherwise it was given in the form of grSceries or a grocery
. She went on Yo sa

to anyone,
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The women control the economv in vet another wav: when the men do
have money, the women soon relieve them of it, Thev simnly wait until
the men become intoxicated, and then take the money, Once thev have
it they dole it out to their man either as cash donations or by buying
his liquor,

In summary, Mill Creek is located in an area of considerable
economic activity, but the Indians of that village are avle to exploit
only a small portion of the action., In 1949 they were independent
producers, but ncw they must compete for jobs within the context of
the broader economic system or otherwise locok to the broader society
for social assistance., Subsisteace activity is not an important part
of the village economy which is based largely on ware labour and
social assistance. Roughly speakine, men earn the former while women
obtain the latter., A man's work outside the villace may be for lencthy
periods, but almost invariably ties to his household and villac~e promot
him'to terminate his employment., For this reason man's work is not
year=-round and his contribution to the household economy is snoradic.

A woman's contribution, composed mainly of social assistance, is
smaller, but much more statle as it can be counted on to continue year-
round,

One apparent result is that, to a large extent, women control the
household econony. With the assurance of social assistance women are
fairly independent and do not require the suppert of a ﬁan. This
independence may be a major variable in the formation ot the matrifocal

r

household,
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Political Institutions

In the past, lezders were drawn from those individuals who hest
knew and understood the technolorv, customs, and rituals of his own
people. Today, leaders avpear to be those who best understand the
technology, customs, and rituals of the white society, and can internret
them to their own people,

While there are no official leaders in the Indian community, there
are spokesmen who, to a large extent, fill the role of a leader, They
are those individunals who interact in the greatest number of circles
in the community, and have the widest area of contact and inrluence,

The spokesmen tor the whites are usually the priests or one of the
school teachers, as theyv of'ten have more contact with Indians than do
other citizens. The bartenders mav also zct as snokesmen, as they have
frequent contact with most of the adult Indians, and one bhartender is
married to a Kaska woman.

Uncle George Roper is often the representative for the Kaska, He
is regarded by the Kaska, to be a "rood Indian," and he is well liked
by the local whites, who describe him as beiﬁ: socer, hard-working and
honest, This seems to make George, and his family, a lorical liaison
between the Kaska and the whites,

George Jones, Walter Daniels, and Mrs, Baker all occupy this role
for the Tahltan., George and Walter have become well known figures to
all of 1Mi1l Creek through their singing and entertaining throughout
the area, Mrs. Baker is one of the more willing suoporters of the
Public Zchool Parent Teachers Association, and has:the reoutation

among the whites as ceinr one of tre Hest mothers armcne the Indians,

1

Tne looseness >f these lealershin roles and the varueness of their
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position is not to »e wondered at. If one lcoks to the descrintion of
Tahltan onolitical organization in abori~inal times, we find that "the

chieftainship even of o0ld was more a nosition ~f honor than »nower ., . .

Dach family was a distinct orgarization, controllins its interr~l affairs,

recognizing only the authority of its own chief, and meetines the othrer
farilies on ccrmon ground” (Zrmons 1907:28).

Aboricinally, leadershiv amonc the Kaska was similar to that of
the Tahltar, accoriing to Honigmann:

The term '%9"4" designates the microcosmic extended

grecu s unrelatei han-ers-on or adonted child-
ren, Sev i+< occunying contiguous districts con-
stitutes the unorrsanized and hirhly amorohous macrocosmic
band for which we have used ths terrm "tribe" , ., , Tach of
the migratory bands recornized a heaiman . o . These leaders
were premarily family heads so that, accordin~ to Channle
and Coont's srstem of analysis, true /J.P., interfamil-—)
politicsl orranization remained only inciniently realized in
abori-inal Kaska society (Jonirmann 19%l:8L)

Among- the Xaska, Andv Andrevs is renorted to hold the hereditary
right to the title of Chief, but he does not exercise this rirht,

According to the Denartment of FNorthern Develooment and Indian
Affiars, 11111 Creelk is under the jurisdiction ﬁf Chief Martir Barry and
the Council of the Upver Liard Kaska, However, the villares are
twenty-twe miles apart, one in British Columbia, a2nd the other in th

s most unsatisfzctor:” even though Chief Martin

[

Yukon. The arrangement
Barry is very conscientious, The impracticality of the intervening
distarce is compounded by presence of larse numbers of Tahltan in 11ill

Creek who are without representation, #t least partially due to the

above, the Indian fgent performs in Mill Creek many of the functions
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but animosity between the tribes is s nc that, as yvet, this sug=-
cestion has not been feollowed, Neither trihe would arree to havinrs a
chief from the other trihe, All thet the spokesmen avnvear to lack to
become official leaders is official recormition from the Denartment of
Indian /ffairs, However, this does not amoear likely tor the near
future,

Besides thte Band Council of Upcer Liard there are other onlitical
institutions with which Indians have contact, hut ther are not hased in
Mill Creek, Almost every Household has, at one time or another, had
come contact with the Indian Acent, the Social ''orker, and merbers of
the Watson Lake detacnment of the Ioyal Canadian Mounted Police,

The attitude of the Indians toward the Indian Agent seghed to be
summed up by River Joe, a ninety-three year old Kaska, whc said to the
Agent, "The Government hires you to take care of us Indians, so why
aren't you taking care of me?" He had just received a new pair of
zlasses (for which the Department of Indian Affairs had paid), and felt

that they did not work very well, He wanted the Indian Agent to do

something about them. However, he related that the Indian Agent had

de

given him new teeth, new rlasses, and a hearin~ a2id, ani with consid-
erable rlee nredicted, "they moke 2 voun~ =en of me arain.”
I also heard complaints that the Indian Affzirs office was in

Vatson Lale., "How does he know what ve reed,"” one wonar said, "when

he!'s up tlhere and welre dovm here?' Thre consensus see~ed te He that



the Indian Agent was there to take care of all the reeds of the Indians.
Their attitude toward the Social “lorker was much the sa~e, but as the
Social Vorker was often resvonsicle for removine children frem homes
where they were not receiving minimum care, she was looked on as some=-
thing of a busybody or a snoop. They did not feel it was her business
how they cared for their children,

Similar attitudes were expressed towards members of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police., The Indians seemed to feel that they should
be left to settle their differences among themselves without the inter=
vention of the police., Only very rarely does an Indian call the police
to report another member of the village, and then, only in the case of
an emergency.

At present then, as in the nast, the nolitical structure of the
village is but weakly developed, As there is no Chief and Band Council
in Mill Creek, the Indian Agent has taken over manv of the tasks usually
performed by such a group, Several other government arencies, such as
the Department of Social Welfare, arnd the Department of Public Health,
along with the Department of Northern Development and Indian Affairs,
provide services which make it possible for housenolds, and even
individuals to be independent from each other, but make it very difficult

for them to be independent from the government agencies,



THE WOMAN IN THE HCUSEHOLD AND COMMUNITY

Tasks Performed By The Woman for Her Household

Not all I spoke with stressed the same items of duty, but the list
compiled from the combined statements appears to be fairly comprehensive,
At no time did the cpinions of the informants conflict beyond the fact
that some items were thought to be no longer relevant, "We used to do
that, but now we don't."--This, with rerard to tanning moose hides and
making dry-meat.

It was generally agreed that a woman should do the cooking, house-
cleaning and carins for the children,

Food and its Prenaration

Usually the women ovrepare food once or twicg a day, If the family
is on hand, they may gather around the table and eat torether., If they
are not there, the food is left on the hack of the stove or on the table
where it is available whenever h-ousehold members want it. During the
school year, most of the mothers prepare lunch at noon time, as the
children return to their homes during lunch hour, If the mother is not
at home and if no food has been left on the stove, the eldest child will
usually help the others to make jam or peanut-butter sandwiches, A
mother may insist that her child eat his meat and vegetables before he
may have cookies and other sweets, but this aoppears tc be more of an
effort to £ill him up so that he won't eat too many cookies and "get
a belly ache.," However, because of the casual nature in which the meals
are eaten, the mother does not always see to it that the children eat
well=bzlanced mz2ls, and when left to s=lect his ovm food, the child

often chooses bread and jam or cookies rather than meat and veretables,
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The food tends to be fairlr basic: meat, fish, notatoes, rice,
tinned vegetables, and sometimes tinrned frnit, Rice is not recessarily
used as a substitute for votatoes, and, at times, both are served at
the same meal,

If used, bread is vurchased at thte stcrej however, in may house-
holds bannock replaces bread, All wemen and most men can make bannock
from a simple standard recipe, and in fact considerable pride is taken
in precducing a good bannock. On the trail, the pre-mixed dry ingre-
dients are carried in a plastic bag, At times the women may bake
cookies (peanut-butter cookies seemed to be the favorite) but these
items were more commonly bought at the store,

Although a great provortion of the food consumed is purchased ifrom
t he local store, whenever vossible, wild rame is eaten. oose is the
most common game=food, but caribou, deer, mountain sheep, mountain zoat,
beaver, bear, groundhog, squirrel, and rahbit are also eaten, ot all
these animals are to be found in the immediate vicinity, and a hunt of
several days lencth may be required to brins back mountain sheep and
goats,

Lake trout, Dolly Varcden, greyling, and lin~ cod are caucht in
the Liard, Dease, and Blue rivers, Dolly Varden and grevlinc are taken
from Mill Creek. Those Tahltan who have maintained their kin ties with
Telegraph Creek, and who are able toc make the journey to that area
during the sumner, bring back boxes of smoked salmon,

During the summer months, wild berries may be gathered and made
into jam., Only once did I see a party of six or séven weren picking
raspoerries on a hillside gbove the villare, but several times I heard

children announcing that their mother had made jam from the berries they
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had picked. In Aurust, while on a huntins exvedition, two youns women
and I picked cranberries alons the Dease River., One of the women later
made them into jam simply by boiling the berries and adding sucar to
the boiling fruit,

Cnly one household, that of lMrs, Rarker, has a garden, The garden
does not supply nearly all the needs of the household, but does make
a significant contribution, It is surrounded by a fence high enough
and strong enough to keep out even the largest dogs, and most of the
children, The greatest part of the garden is planted in potatoes, the
rest in peas, carrots, lettuce, and radishes, On either side of her
front door, Mrs,., Baker has placed old tires; the centre of each has
been filled with earth and planted with flowers,

Besides cooking the meals, a woman is also resvonsible for doing
the daily shopping, Although there are several larce rrocery stores
in Watson Lake, where the orices are a bit lower, most of the Indians
do their shopring in the small local store. The lack of transvortation
makes shooping in Watson Lake difficult for most households, but rather
more important is the fact that almost every household in the villare
has a credit account with the local store, Groceries and most clothing
items are purchased there, although some individuals uce the catalogues
to buy at least part of their clothing, Most items are simply added
to the account,

Food is purchased in small quantities, which means that top prices
are paid for commercial packacing., When paying cash, they hand the
store clerk a handful of money and he calculates aAd returns the change,
If he indicates that they naven't civen him enourh [or the item, they

look throurh their pockets for more, At least part of this pnrocedurs
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probably stems from a difficulty with the Enrlish languare a-ainst
which the older villarcers labour, A4lthourh the youncer women have had
more education and are well aware of the spendins value ot their money,
all rely on the store clerk to keep track of their bills, and seem to
accept unquestioningly his word as to the total which they owe,

Household Cleanin= Chores

While all women felt that it was a woman's task to do the housework,
most were somewhat vacue about what specific chores fell under that
general term, A few made more concrete examvles, savinc that the woman
should sweep the floor, do the dishes, and wash the clothes for her
family,

Mrs, Baker once sat surveying her wells and windows, and said that
as soon as she cot the cast off her leg (which she had hroken in a fall
down the cellar stairs), she would "sure get evervone workinr, These
walls and windows need washine,” This was the only reference to the
washing of walls or windows as items of housework,

It is the woman'!s task to ensure that there is wood and water in
the house and that the slop pail is emptied, tut more orften than not,
she will relegate these jobs to one cof the children,

Floors are periodically mopped by the women, or by an older
daughter, Due to the amount of traffic of children, dozs, and visitors
during the mopping operation, the floor is often no cleaner when the
Job is completed than before, but at no time did I hear child or beast
scolded for trzckins mud and dirt onto the clean floor,

Only three women mentioned the task of ironin; clothes, I estimated

1 3 Aoy sl o I venha e Tvaie 2 rAn
that the majority of nouseholds have an iron of

[43]
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ort, “ut am certain

of only six, In these six households there are vounr women and/or



teenaged girls. The young women seem to be nore concerned about this
aspect of grooming than are the older women, who appear to place little

value on it,.

Child Care

Caring for young children is largely a matter of feeding, dressing,
and putting them to bed. They are left to their own devices to amuse
themselves, and an older child = a sibling or a neighbour child = is
charged with seeing that the young one does not wander too far from the
house. Carine for babies was usually described as a matter of chanecing
diapers and feeding the infant., Either breast feeding or bottle
feeding were acceptavle,

Although many of the women nowadays ro to the nursing station in
Watson Lake to have their babies, it may still be the duty of a mother
or older kinswoman to act as midwife to a daughter, or younger kins=
woman., Agnes Roper had her children in the bush during the winter,
while on the trap line., Her mother helped her to deliver both babies,

I observed that verv often the household chores and the caring for
young children and babies, are passed on to the eldest girl in the
household. Once three teen-aged girls who were visiting my cabin
watched as I finished mopping the floor., They asked me if I liked doing
housework, and when I answered, "Yes," they said that they had liked to
do hcusework when they were young, but now that they had to de all of
it, they did not like it any more, At times the mother may be ahsent

rort the home for several davs, durine which time the sldest dauchter
assumes the rothert's resnonsibilities, Younrer children accent commands

and reprimands from the eldest sister without questioning her authority,
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A wdman's duties are not 211 centered in the home. Althourh only
a few households now go out on a hunt as a unit, most make short
fishing excursions durine the summer, TFewer than eirht households run
traplines regularly throucrhout the winter, However, on huntinec, fishinr,
and trapping expeditions, a woman was expected to take an active part
in carrying supplies, setting up camp, setting and collecting from her
own traps, casting for or snaring rish, and helping to cut and clean
the game brought in by the men.,

I was taught to clean fish by a seven-year-old girl who explained
that when her family went on fishing trips, the children had to clean
the fish while both parents fished, The manner in which she handled
the knife and fish indicated that she had nad a cood deal of practice,

It was not thought to be necessary, nor particularly desirable,
for the women teo stay in the immediate vicinity of the camp to tend the
fire, nor for her to do the cookine, As women have their own set of
traps to attend, it would not be opossible for them to remain in camp
to cook. In describing camp life on a winter traoping expedition, cne
youngz mother said, "Nobody cooks, we all cook., When I'm hungry I ret
something to eat, When somebody is hungry, ne gets something to eat,
Just when we get hungry we cook for us.," I was later able to see some=
thing of this arrangement in action when I went on a short hunting
trip with 2 small group of Tahltan, The only times we ate together was
in the late evening btefore retiring when one of the young men made
bannock over the open fire, We watched it earerly till it was cooked,
then ate it and washed it down with spruce tea,

During surmer and fall hunts, the women may pick berries or fish

while the men are hunting, If there are young children in the group,
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they will stay with the mother, Either men or women may be in charge
of cutting meat and fish into strips for drying and strineing them up
on poles over the fire to dry.

A woman is also resporsible for scraping, stretching, and tanning
hides which she will then either sell, or sew into moccasins, mukluks,
or jackets, These items may or may not be decorated with beaded
designs. The value placed on the ability to sew and bead moosehide
may be inferred from the statement of a young Kaska woman, "Joyce, now
you learned how to make moccasins you could get a nice husband,”

While this was said in a teasing manner, it probably indicates some of
the skills valued in a woman, and it may have been made to observe my
reaction to the idea of having an Indian hustand,

Tanning hides is a long difficult, and unoleasant task, There
are few of the younz women now whe are able, or ampear earer, to carry
out this task. I saw many samples of beadwork done by young girls and
teenagers, but none of them showed any interest in tanning hides, and
all admitted that they had never tried it. A few had watched their
mothers, but said it looked 1like too much work. They were surprised
and amused that I wanted to learn.

Most women of age L5 and older are skilled at both tanning and
decorating hides. Their work is greatly admired by Indians and whites
alike,

When asked the duties of a woman as a daughter, it was wvaguely
indicated that a woman should "talte care of her parents when they are
0ld," This apoeared to mean that they should be e¢iven food, clothing,
and shelter when thev could no lonrer orovide such items for them-

selves, One infornant added that a woman shonld make tea for her narents



when they are sick., To a larrce extent elderly women are relieved of
most of their duties, and may spend their time visiting and sitting

in the sun, Sometimes, however, the elderly mother is left to take

care of her grandchildren for long periods of time,

In some cases, the observed behavior may indicate a very accept-
able alternative to a woman's duties, that of relegating the duties to
another. In this manner the woman who is the female head of a house=-
hold may become something of an entrepreneur, She is responsible for
ensuring that the tasks are carried oubt, but need not do them herself,
and may pass them on to her daurhter or cranddaurhter,

One of the questions with which this study was concerned was
whether or not tasks were carried out in any routine order, either from
day-to-day, or from week-to-week, While some very reneral patterns of
living beceme evident, these anoeared tc te imposed from outside the
Indian Community. As children were required to attend school five
days of the week during the school term, a certain amount of routine
was inevitable, at least in those households having school-aged children,
Weekends were further distinguished from school days by the closing of
the store and the bar on Sunday. One distinction which was not mentioned,
is that Church services are held on Sunday. This too is a2 routine
imposed from without,

For the most part, household chores were carried out when the need
for them became apparent rather than routinely, The above notwith-
standinz, it is possible to make some troad cereralizations as to the
manner in which the women spend their time, but the}e are exceotions
to almeost every staterent,

Usually tne women arise between ten a,m, and twelve noon, Tley
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dress in jeans or slacks of some kind, a light sweater, and canvas
runners, If there are school-aged children in the household, they get
up by themselves, dress, and go to school. If the children eat any
breakfast at all, they must prepare it themselves. An older child may
be made responsible for settine the youncer children off to school in
time, The chilidren are often lste for school, and there have been
times wnen the teachers have had to ro from house to house collecting
children, This is not a common occurrence, exceot during the week
when the guides and wranglers return from the hunt, and there are
parties and excitement to keep the children awake all nirht,

At some time during the day the women will sweep the floor, bring
in water from the river or from the pump, bring in wood for the stove,
and cook sone food, If her husband is at home, he may take over the
jobs of carrying in wood and water, These jobs appear to be done in
no particular order, at any time during the morning or afternoon.

At times the women neat water on the stove and wash clothes for
all the household, Several of the homes have washing machines; but
these are seldom in good condition, as they are -often left cutside to
make room in the house, The majority of women must do their washing
by hand, There avpears to be no regular day on which the washins is
done,

As was mentioned above, some of the women hold jobs in Mill Creek,

One oi the employers vointed out that even if the Indian woman is a
cood housekeener in her own home, she mav not make a cood chambermaid
or janitoress, as these jobs require that certain tasks be done every
day, and at certain, fairly soecific times. He said thet the Indian

women de not seem to

[0

ppreciate the need or value of dustine & room
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that was dusted the day before and does not look dusty today. He
continued sayinc %hat the women could not see the point of doins chores
in a definite order, although the order was suonosedly the most efficient,
and often desicned to commlement the work of arnother nerson,

Beyond the duties outlined ahcve, the Indian women snend most of
their time “"walking around,” a term uced to cover a rance of activities,
It could mean sitting in the sun, coinc to the store, visiting a friend,
or going to the bar, The purvose of "walkine around" anoears to be
meeting friends and seeins what everyone else is doinrs or is roing to
do. Not far from the store, there is a wooden platform that appears
to have been the floor of a house at some time, Durins the summer this
platform was one of the favorite sitting spots for the older woman,

Men usually chose the shade of the old Taku Trading Company building
not ifar away. On the way to or from the store or bar, the women would
stop to sit in the sun and visit. There might not be much conversaticn
at all.. The pleasure of shared compary with a minimum ot talking often
constituted a visit,

Going to the store to shop is clesely linked to the pattern of
visiting and ccssiping, and is usually spread ocut as much as nossible,
No part of the villare is more than three-quarters ot a mile from the
store, so it is possitle, and aonears to be desirable, to make several
trips rather than purchase all the ~roceries at once. Certain times
of the day are meore povular i{or shopning than others, No one will go
to the store early in the morning, as there would be no chance of
meeting and talking with a neichbour at that time.: The favorite time
appeared to be nhetween one and three in the atternoon as the sun would

be warm and pleasant, and one could make plans for the evening, If a
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person is "broke" or on the interdict list, they will choose to do
their shopping later in the day, or in the early evening, with the
possibility of meeting friends on their way to the bar. At that time
gossip may be exchanred and the verson out of funds may be invited in
for a drink by a more affluent friend,

While "walking around" a woman may find someone who is going to
Watson Lake, and decide to ro along, She does not find it necessary to
tell the children where she is roinr, or when she will return, If her
husband is away from Mill Creek, she will go alone with her friend, but
if he is in the wvillare, she will get her hushband to co with her. In
Watson Lake they will orobebly look for friends and kin, visit all the
stores, and eventually some of the bars. If they have no money they may
sit in the hotel lobbies watching passers-by, and waiting tfor something
to happen,

In the evening in Mill Creek, the bar is again the meeting place,
People sit in small groups around the tables, but there is much chatting
between the groups at different tables, and much table-hopping. If a
person is on the interdict list, or has no money, he may sit in the
lobby outside the bar to enjoy the company of the others as they pass
in and out, Some of the young adults, who are too voung to enter the
bar, watch throursh the door, AU closinc time, several bottles or even
cases of beer may be purchased and taken to the home of an individual
where the party will continue,

The division of labour in Mill Creek is such that the women remain
in the household, cookins, cleaning, and caring fer the children even

though the men nay 1

]

ave the villare to work, A woman ray occasionally

engage in wage labour, but it will usually be within the community,
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and she will continue to perform her household duties as well. Only
occasionally will a woman gccompany her husband out of the village to
cook for a group of hunters., A small number ot families still leave
the village as a unit to trap furs durine the winter., By working
together on the trapline and the hunt, some counles are a-le to accom=
modate the usual division of labour, and yet avoid semaratine the

household mermbers,

Man-Woman Pelationshin

It is very difficult for an Indian man to find a nermanent job in
Mill Creek. There are no industries and the hotel is the only business.
As was pointed out earlier, most of the whites in Mill Creek are there
to service the needs of the Indians, but not to employ them. There are
a few part-time jobs available at the Residential School and at various
times during the year, odd jobs, such as fixing a roof or painting
class rooms, may come up, out when the work is finished, the job is
over, Most of these jobs arise during the summer vacation when the
children are not in the school., There is one janitor at the Residential
School, but this job is held by a white man., I do not lnow if it has
ever been held by an Indian, The few full=-time and vermanent vart-time
jobs that do exist at the Residential School and the hotel, such as
cook's helper, chambermaid, laundry maid, and janitress, are nrimarily
for female workers. The men must leave Mill Creek in order to work,
Very of'ten this means leaving their wives and children hehind, and
being away from the household for long gericds of time, Under ideal
conditions, it mirht be more satisfrying to the men to take their

households with them, but this is rarely possible, Deperdirg, of course,
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on the job, housing may or may not be available for the household and
if available, it may not be practical., Many jobs take the men into
the mountains and forests to temporary camns where “unkhouses or tents
are orovided for them, but not for their families, If a man is
guiding for a hunter, his wife mav sometimes g0 alons as a cook, but
children vecome scmething of a distraction and nuisance under such
conditions., In some cases there may even be cases of discrimination,
At one time the Federal Dewertment of Public Works would not suoply
housing for those Indian men that they did hire. They supplied housing
for all white men, but not for Indian men, as it was felt that they
would not take proper care of the housing facilities, and also feared
that an extended family might move into housing meant for a single
nuclear family. This policy was discontinued when a white foreman
person2lly vouched for an Indian man and his wife, and was able to
secure housing for them, Such discriminatory practices concerning
housing still linser in some companies,

Even if housing is availahle, it may not he nractical for a man to
move his family from Mill Creek, as it may be too exmensive, or there
may not be a school available for the children, There are also kin
ties in Mill Creek which deter housholds from moving from the familiar
to the unfamiliar, A man may be gbole to move his family to a place
closer to his work, but not to where he could commute to his job, and
if he must be away {rom his family, it is just as practical, or more
so, to leave them in Mill Creek where there are kin and friends to help

n csse of emerzen
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If a man is werking and separated rom his household, there may
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be many factors worrying him., He may be lonesome for his wife and
children, and he may werry about their safety, He mav also worry over
the faithfulness of his wife,

It is difficult to descrihe the actions of the women whose husbands
are away without resortings to some srmeculation as to their motives and
aims, Regardless of their intentions, the women seem to court disaster
by their behavior. One woman told me in the bar, "I'm really goine to
get it when he comes home, He made me oromise to stav awav from the
bar," In spite of the promises, the women do go to the bar to meet
their friends and to join the parties atterwards., If they then have an
offer of further excitement, they take it with little or no hesitation,
The otfers ushally come from white men working somewhere in the area,
or from transient white men, and only occasionally from a siﬁgle Indian
man., The offer is usually very casual, "I've got a2 bottle in the car,
let's go for a ride,™ "Let's go to Watson Lake and have a party," or,
"I'm going to Fort Nelson for the weekend, want to come along?" One of
the ccmmodities‘which white men can cive, but few, if any, Indian men
can, is transportation. Mobility appears to hbe valued. Many of the
women--esnecially the younser women--exnressed a desire to leave Mill
Creek, but none of them has the means of transmortation,

During the veriod of this studv, I was able to observe the actions
of many women whose husbands were awav, Their behavior covered a wide
ranre; from simply roing to the bar to be with frierds, and to see what
was going on; to being picked up for a little fun; and, in two cases,
to taking up prostitution. ‘

w7hen a man comes home after beins away for a while, it will not

take him long to find out if his woman has been faithful, At times
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the wife will tell him as scon as he arrives, and if not, his neirhbours
will tell him., His reaction is to beat her up, This mav mean nothing
rore than a few slans, but more often takes on a more violent nature,
and may result in broken bones and teeth,

Zven vien the man of the household is at home, there seems to be a
great dezl of susnicion and jealousv eynressed, Couples often taunt and
criticize each other in the bar, and in front of their triends. The
type of criticism varies slicrhtly from couple to counlej Margie Roper
repeatedly taunted Andrew !MacDonald for not making enourh money, for
borrowing money from her and not paying it back, and for acting "stupid”
when he drank; Hazel Crey continually remimded Walter Daniels that she
was still legally married to a white man; Gertie Peter ridiculed Edward
Roper about his behavior when he is drunk,

The duties of a woman in the role of wife overlap a great deal
with those dutics she performs in the role of mother, A man expects his
woman to carry out the general housekeepings chores described ahove,
and to care for the children, He also erypects his wife to he a sex
partner, at times a work partner, and often a social partrer, That is,
he expects his womarn to accompary him on drinkinc nartiés even thourgh
this may conflict with her duties as & mother, A man will sometimes
take the initiative in findine a baoy-sitter for the children so that
his wife is free to ro to the tar with him, Nore often tre weman makes
sich arrangements, but at times, especially if there are no tiny babies
involved, the couple simply leave, Ihen the children come home and
find the parants cone, the eldest daurhter takes cémmand.
the men tend
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housekeeper, that she doesn't vake gcod care of the children, and that
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she drinks too much. A man may call a woman & tramp, but a woman never
criticizes a man for his sexual activities or his prowess as a lover,

Father Browvn said he thoucht the women taunted their men into
beating them just to clear their consciences, He pointed out thét most
of the women had been unfaithful tc their men many times, and he thoucht
that once the woman had ~oaded her man into beating her, she felt the
score had been evened, and her conscience was clear,

It may also be that the woman is testinrs her man to determine if he
still loves her, If she has lost her power to make him jealous or
otherwise miserable, he may have lost interest in her,

In spite of the beatinrs, the women do not aonear to chance their
behavior., A pattern of unfaithfulness, fichting, and reconciliation is
built up between the couple, At times the wemen play the aggressor or
she may press legal charges in order to get revenre, Of the 33 couples
in the village, for only four I was not able tc discover a history of
fightinc, Three of those four couples are in the 55«65 year age group,
and have been married for many years.,

The result of the contlict may be a longs stormy relationship, such
as that of Jack and Annie Moore. The Moores lived as a common-law
couple for many vears before marryine, Their four eldest children have
their mother's maiden name as a surname while the vouncest has his
father's surnare. The relationshin hetween the narents has been hostile
and amicadble by turns:

e met Jack and Annie loore coming out or the bar as we

walked by. Jack kent sayings "Cet homel I told you to ret i

She didn't vant tc ro so lay down on the ground. He nounded

her and ¥icked her till her face was bleeding (Field Yotes,
'l’ 19(: ).
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I saw Jack and Annie walking home from the bar, Didn't
know he was back from the hunt, tut he looked havpy ard he
walked with his arm around Annie (Field Notes, July 8, 1968),

There was another knock at the door, and this time it

was fnnie, Her face was badly cut and bleedinr, especially

around the mouth, She asked where Jack was, and Tracy said

she didn't know where he went, Arnie s2id e had heen

beatins her, but he wouldr't be doing it again., It was then

tr:at I noticed she was carryine a 22 in her hand (Field

Notes, July 9, 1968).

Jack and Annie's behavior is not rercarded as unusual by the
villarers, althourh it is probably more common for such a relationship
to be terminated., Usually the man leaves the hcusehold, and is,
eventually, replaced by another., Lucy Reddick has three children, from
three separate unions, and she is now married to a fourth man,

The situation which is created by the absence of the men from the
village for long periods gives rise to a certain amount of agrression
between couples. Relationships between couples tend to be peaceful
and hostile by turns, and in a large number of cases, the relationship
is terminated after a period of fighting, Of the 33 couples in Mill

Creek, 18 have been together for less than five years, and eicht of

those for less than two years,
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Mother-Child Relationshins

Household ccmposition is never stable and in Mill Creek, in some
instances, it appears to be particularly transitory. Unions between
men and women may last a few weeks, or for many years. The relative
instability of the man-woman relationship, as outlined above, emphasizes
the mother-child relationship es the only enduring bond. The children
remain with their mother even thournh the father may move on and the
mother establishes a union with another mar. As the mother's influence
is continuous, the mother is usuallv the source of authoritv to the
child. <S&he is responsible for teachins the ckildfen manners znd values,
She discinlines the children's behavior in the househsld arnd in the
cormunity. This task seems to have fallen to tre woman ©ty defanlt in

9,

recent tires, as so often the father is not at home to be a discinli-
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narian, Cften the man of the household is not the father of the
children, and in such cases his authority over the children seems to
be limited to that imposed bty force. The children may show resentment
and open hostility to their mother's male partrer, Florence Cormack
complained about her stepfather saying, "Why did my mother have to go
and marry that stupid Billy Reddick? All he deces is drink up all her
money ' But at nc time did I hear children whose father was the head

of the household expressing contempt or disresvect for their father,

D
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In houcseholds in which the male head is the father »f the children,
the discipline of and authority over the children armnears to be more
evenly divided, and there is a ciearer senaration =f hoys receiving

instructions and discioline larrely from the father, vhile rirls receive

s@ons P Ve matkes Y e weyer L) Ve oD L
the same from the meother, The man mer take his sons aloar on fishing,
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hunting or even working trips, but this is seldom the case if the man



is not the child's father,

The mother's discipline is commonly administered by loud scolding,
many slaps, and by shaming or ridiculins the child., ¢Clder children
who are left to care for younrer siblinecs use the same method. The
mother may nol necessarily be very anery with her child but will,
nevertheless, scold it in loud tones, In fact, at times she may try
to comfort the child at the sare time, I once saw 3 small child stard
on a chair to reach somethinc across the table. The chair slioned and
the child fell forward strikine his head., The mother's reaction was
to vell, "Well, watch what you're doing, you stupid thing ' while
picking up the child and rocking him in her arms,

At another time when a child was whining and crying, his mother
began to tease and shame him by saying to the other children, "Just look
at him cry! What a big baby, I guess we'!ll zet him a bottle I As the
cther children began to laugh, the child stopped crying immediately.
Older children are also disciplined by shame, but in a slightly different
manner, One who is being disobedient or insolent may be accused of
"acting smart,” or trying to "act like a big man." Such accusations
are well able to alter the behavicr of 2 child, teen-arer, or even an
adult,

Some of the children related tales of the "olden times™ to me,
which thevy had heard from conversations between adults. Possibly the
parerts' amusement of the children is indirect; that is, it may be a
matter of lettinz the children listen in on conversations in which the
children do not take part, but which are directed at them,

Zxpression of affecticn alsc seems to be indirect., Uhile there

is very little physical display or emotion between mother and child,
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parents often verbally express their affection for their children to
another adult in the nresence of the child. U“hen I first rmet Tracy,
Mrs. Baker said, "This is my girl Tracy, she sure is a nice cirl, I
sure am proud of her.," .

Parents whose children were away to school often said how much
they missed their children, and the children similarly related how
homesick thev had been for their families, ¥When teilinc of hanny events
I noted that varsnts would say, "We sure had a rood time, all the kids
were therel' They express a joy in being torether, but it seems that
the family seldom participates in activities as a unit, Their consci-
oucness of being together was obviously more casually circumscribed
than mine,

To a large extent, household activities revolve around the woman
and her work, This may be due to ner considerable economic control and
her authority over the children. The man of the house may come and go
without aporeciably affecting the activities of the children, Only if
the woman accomranies the man on a trin outside the home, are the
children involved. At such times they mav go alcns, or mav be sent *o
stay with a neighbour or relative, If the mother has a job in another
villare, the household will be moved, but it is not usvally moved to
the site of the man's work., For examnle, when the men are hired to
guide for a hunt, iheir families usually remain in the viilare, When
Annie HMoore went to visit her relatives in Ross River for the summer,

the children wen®t with her, and her husoand followed at a lster time,

Tre Woman in the Comrmunity

Mill Creek is composed of several similar though not completely
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parallel grouvs which are held together by certain relationships that
cross group boundaries and loosely btind the entire nopulation into a
cormunity. The creater portion of the community is made uo of Indian
groups, and within these rrouns, the women reoresent a continuity of
residence wnich the men cannot, due to the necessity of leavinc the area
to find work, As the women are more constantly in the willare, they
maintain a riore enduring link with their own and the other srouns,
Contact between the household and the school is invariably chanrelled
through the mother, as is contact with the Church., Even contact from
without the community, such as the Devartment of Indian Affairs,
Department of Social Welfare, and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
are more often than not made throuzh the woman as she is more readily
available and because of her influence in the family and the community.
The apposition of the woman's avéilability or continuity in the com-
munity and her influence is at least partially circular in effect, The
woman's influence on her children is more permanent than that of the
father, and she is more available to ccntact than the father, It
follows that representatives of agencies concerned with the welfare of
the family, teachers, priests, Public Health Nurses, and S~cial Workers,
seek the mother for consultation. Ecoromic assistance from some of
these arencies is rost often riven to t"e mother, Because of thisg
contact and the ecoromic assistance being made throurh the woman, her
influence in the community is strencthened, among her own group and
beyond,

Almost all tamilies in the village had credit:accounts uvith the
local store., Since the woman is responsiole fcr most of the shoprinz,

the financial arransements are usually mzde throuch her., Fairly repgular
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payments are made on the accounts by the women, when the family
allowance cheoues and erocery chits are received, Other less rerular
pavments are made whenever a man or his wife have the morev. The

nearest bank is in Watson Lake, and so the Mill Creek Post O°fice
(located in the store) and the }Mill Creek llotel are the usval nlaces
to cash cheques., This gives the vroorietors thre added adva~tare of
knowing who has money and when, Zven thoursh the cheaque may be for work
done by the man, the store owners will put nreésure cn the woman to get
the money from her husband to make a payment on the account,

The woman tends to have more contact with the Church not only
because oi her more continual proximity, but also because she will be
the one to see that her children receive the rites of the Church and
learn the rudiments of the relirion,

Women seem to set the tone of the community, not only by their own
life style, but by shaping the life style and the character of their
children., The cormmunity makes certain demands on the woman it she is
to remain a member in rood starnding., She must sccialize and not cut
herself off from her neighbours, or she will risk beinrs called a snob,
Within her own kin croup she is exvected to lend food (and money when
possible) and look after the children of kin when possinle. She is
furtner expected to take part in drinking varties and to treat her
friernds and relatives to drinks when thevy zre broke and she has money,
In return she can expect the same kind ot consideration.

Not only is the woman expected to sunvort the community by main-
taining her kin ties as outlined above, but alsé sﬁe is expected to
participate in those activities which cross kin tiee, such as attending

sports events, movies, the Church, parties, and by takings part in the
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gossip circles, A zreat deal of social control is brousht to bear on
the community throurh the rossin crouss, which are larcelvy, thourh not
exclusively, women's circles., 2 mnerson may set a ~ood evamnle by his
or her behavior, but must not trrv to immose her values on others or
press them to follow the exarnle., To 4o so voula weaken the examnle by
implying suveriority and invite rossin to the effect that the nerson
was acting smart, acting big, or »eins a snod, 1In such an event the
other members of the community would be quick to point out instances

of' a lapse from the good tehavior,

Millie Francis was often the subject of this sort of gossip.
"She's always talking like she's such a goocd mother," said one young
woman, "but when she went oft with Arnie she left her kids with a
thirteen year-old girl for two weeks, who had to miss school just to
take care of Millie's kids."

No one wants to be the target of gossip, and one is alwzys made
aware of it when one is the tarrcet, The subject has the choice of
ignoring the rossin, altering the behavior under criticism, or confrone
ting those he feels most resvonsible for the rossin., Althourh the
usual result is for the individual to alter the hehavior under criticism,
fights and/or long term arruments sometimes result from an attemnt at
the latter., The worry, pressure ard ancer nroduced oy heing the subject
of gossip trequently ervpt during drinkinc sessions, and the individual
may verbally attack the gossinzrs, OShe may call them liars and try to
deny the charges, or may call them sncopers and tell them it was none
of their business,

At one time Valter Daniels and Zlacky Harper were good frisnds,

Then Blacky began saying that Yalter beat his wire too much. Uhen
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Yalter hecan to feel the oressure he did not deny the charres, but said
it was no one's business, The incidert erded the friendshin and a long
period of hostility beran hbetween the two men,

The woman is also exnected to protect the communitr from outsiders,
in that she is expected not to share recssip with strancars, with the
non=Indian residents of Mill Creek, or with "-overnment neonle" (Social
tWorkers, Indian Agents, Public Health Nurses, and the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police are lumped together = coften with others who are not
government employees at all = as "rovernment people'),

It was a ycunc man who told me that Millie Francis was disliked
by many of the villagers "because she is a snob," Hillie spent much of
her time ingratisting herself to the whites by supplying them with bits
of gossip from the villare, This amounted to treason in the eyes cof
the Indians, She was soon excluded from the gossip circles, but was
herself the subject of much gossin, to the effect that she was acting
smart and tryinc to act like a white person. Millie's situation was
somewhat compliéated in that she was married to a white, At times they
left the villare and moved to another town where she associated mainly
with whites, '/ren they returned to the villa~e to live Millie tried to
mzke friends with the white residents of Mill Creelk, resultincs in an
alienstion from her neighbours and kin., Zventuzlly the pressurs of
social controls applied through the gossip circles produced the desired
elfect., lMillie appeared somewhat humtled and made an effort to
strengthen her kin and community ties, As she and her husband later
moved acain, this story was orobzbly to be repeatea. However, it illus-
trates something of the workings of the social controls in the community

to protect that community and to maintain the status quo,
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Ceveral noirts have heen ermhasized in this stndwr, The Tndiars
of 1111l Creek, once indenendent nroducers, row ern~ase lar-ely i va-e
labour to noort themselves, " a—e lahour takes ranv of the ren “ror

the villace for long periods of tire
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woran terd o keen her in the villere vhere she renresents a relativel-
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and variouns arencies., Periodic senmaratior of the men from the vomen

bos

appears to wezken conjugel relationshins and leaves the mother-child

s

bend as the stronpest and longesit lasting, Due to social assishtarce
orovided br the larger community, and the empleyment which a voran rz7

carry out within the village, the woman does not require the eceroric

sunport of a ran to rmaintain a hovsehold,
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uencies are calculated usins the community
2l to 16 non-matrifocal households,



This study further croposed to look at nossivle econcmic factors

4

which could lead to the formetion of metrifocal houssholds in the

wh

]

corrunity. The discvssion of Yunstadter's hrmothesis on pare six

nointied cvt the tantolo~ical nature of the hyvothesis, and sur-ested

0 hroak the tautelorsy was to examine the nature of the

(]

economic activities practiced b the cormunity, to see if they encorra-

"ncal household form, Frow esrlier descrint’iors

Lre seves,
111 Cresk no sources of income were ercountered which rearired »rslor =i

ods of =2Lserce of the female from the housebold,

[

per

Table & lists six of the nrominent econormic activities in waich
male household heads participate, and notes the number of matrifocal and
non=matrifocal households engared in these activities, Cbviously the
"single" households (male or female certred) have bteen omitted from
consideration,

The period of research for this study did not exceed four consecu-
‘tive months spent in ¥ill Creek. Informstion gathered at that time, ant

previous acquaintance with some families in 1711l Creek made it nossitle

~

to base Ta

sy’

>le 5 on a one 7ear cvcle. However, Lo exnmand heyend tha

would rnot e Justified as many bhonsehnlds chanred commosition in *+h=

peried. Tanle i, for evamnis, outlines tre comnosition of housernlis

’

in Vi1l Creek as of 1968. Tut uncn ry return tn the villerce the nll-
owing ear, I learned that tvo of ithese unions Had broken vp 277 “Te
woren hz r narirerg, ird Urisry wRid 4 arevingel” €3 =
of Aissolution, appeared to bave stavilized,
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The following

households were descrihed azs either

(S5

In Table |, seven of the

groun are described as nuclear,

the three chil-ren are
of less than fiive years duration.
1ave

Lo

turing the summer

hunting expedition,

men have not been senarated from *the

e

None of the "Married,
matrifocal,

is longstardin~ and fairly stzhle,

elderly and do not constitute a -~art of the lahour force,

ocurtee
Cne
of the wifa's

sorme features in common--the averare lensth of the

and tall they make extended =

As the househnld works

In each case the marriage of

description gives sore indication as to how

matrifocal or non-matrifocal,

households in the "Married"

3

can e considered rmatrifocal as

former unions., This marriare is

The other six households in the

marriase

still onerates a trapline as a family

£

ishing and
and moves as a unit the

Jencth of time

the .heads of the household

In several casses the counle are

couple remain in charge of the household but rely a great deal on

contributions from other memhers of

the honsehold., In one case both

the man and his adult son have obtagired work within commutine Ajistance

from the villare, sn have not "een semarated from their respective

spouses,

B

are longstandins- vnicns over ten yea

legalized, are relatively stable,

expericnced separation. This group

defined es matrifccal, Also in the
:‘i“s ’.r‘: TeehAal 2o -nh nnt a-~rear

Eight households are classified as "Comnon~law Nuclear',

Three

rs as an averaze, and althouch not

Yone of these houschclds has

does not exhi®it the characteristic

"Common=-Jaw Muclear" r~roun, are

- L 2 £ )
£ vt s Ay awvAa
e Mmanrs . g ar

each nas heaen

The elderly

CTTAAGE

B
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all of the children in the household are of the mother's »revious
unions., .11 of ihe men in tuis croup are neriodically semarated from
r the necessity of working outside of the willage.

Lhere are two households in the "Common-law Zxtended" groun.

ocal, The T

ks

rst consists of a couple,
the woman's children of a forer marrizee, and her elderly nother,

The house thesr live in belon-s to th=s woman 2rd her lesal husban

[ON

.
Her corron-law bustand is often away from the village workinr, at
which times she ra; have another male livins with her, She and her
cormmon=lawr hushand have Lieen torether less than two vears, Tre second
"Corrmon=1law Zxtended" household censists of sihlinrs and their resnec-
tive nuclear faﬁilies. Neither counle has lived toretler for more than
two years. One couple has severa2l children from the mother's former
unions, The second couple has no children. The house they occiny
apnears to bhe the nroperty of the woman with the children, She and
common-law husband are often sevarated as he coes wood=-cutting in the
summer znd guidinc in the huntine sesson. The other couple are not
separated as the man seldom werks,

Of the "Single" group, the two households of widowed or lezally
separated females and their children, are metrifecal as in each case

there have veen males temnorarily associated w=ith the household while

the constant members are the mothers and their children, The two
households of sirgle males are obviously not matrifecal, althourh from

time to time one of %the memhers mav ta%e up residerce with a woman in

of thre twertv.eipht households, includins the
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"single" households, ten are matrifocal and eishteen are not, TFor

~ .

the purpose of calculating the coincidence of nale economic activiti

[
m

-

le 5), trhe "single" households “ave teen
excluded, Of the twenty-four households excludins the "sincle"
holds, eircht 2re matrifocal and sixteen are not,

Having descrined each household as sither matrifocal or non-

ocal, it is then rossible to look at the economic activities of
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ffort to relate matrifocalitr to narticination

e

n specific occupations regquirinc neriodic senmaration of the 2dult males
from their households,

In Tavle 5, the males of a household mar be renreserted in more than
one occurational catesory, "t only once in each, so the total num:er for
any one occupation will not exceed 2L, As a rule, a man was included in
an occupational category only if he spent twavweeks or more of the season
engaged in that activity.

Using the ratio of & matrifecal to 16 non-matrifocal households
in the community, expected frequencies were calculated for each of the
six most common forms of economic activities. A comparison of the
actual tabulations by household form with the expected frequencies

indicates that certain economic activities show considerahle Jdeviations

Jl

from the expected frequencies, The numher of matrifocal householis
participatin~ in huntine and suidirne, woodecuttine, firefirhtinege,

nmining exploration labour and hi:-hway maintenance labour considera~ly
exceeds t e exnected freauencies while therr fall somewnhat short of the
expected Irequency for trappinc, Conversely, the nurher »f non-matrifocal
householis varticinatire in hwuntin- an

mining exnloration labcur znd aicshwey maintenance lahour is notab:ly

less than the expected fre
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in male

8\

for trappinzs Tahle &, then, woul?d indicate that cert
economic activities ccrrelate vith srmecific household forms,

In sunmar; then, the matrifocal housenold form is an important
one in 1ill Creel, but it is rot the dominant form. Annrorimately

6L

ercent of the nousenolis are not matrifocal. 1’ale economic activities

g

fall rourhly into six cccupational cateroriss, some of which reouire the
males to be separated from their households for orolonced ~eriods, and
sore of which can be carried ovt “v household units, The households in
rhich male sconomic activities require separation tend to corresponi to
those which fit the description of matrifocality, 1llone of the economic
activities carried out Yy women require that ther be separated from their
household., The above would sugcest that the development of the matrifocal
household form is, in part, a result of participation in snecific

economic gctivities,

The nature of this study, focused on a small community, over a
brief period of time surcests »ut dozs not allow 2 close eramination
of variables that logically could influence the formation »¥ the
matrifocal household, The followinr are amonrs those that come tc mind.

1. Tre relative importa-ce of the woman's sources nf income:
Althourh a woman earns less than does 2 man for the work she does, or
through social assistance she is able to draw, her incorme tends to be
steadier and more stable than a man's. In the leng run, the security
of her income may make it more imnortant to the economy of the house=
hold than is .the man's income,

M~

2. The ckaracter of woman's work: This brief studyr has indicated

it g 177 Zreelr 2 womsn's vork geliom rentires heor 12 re genzrsied
fror the ievseieold for lons veriods of tire, ror the most nart the



sources of incorme to vhich women have access, a2llov trenm to remain
within the household and free to care for their children. If woman's
vork took her awar from the household for lone neriods, one would

logically orediet that the insterce of matrifecality in the cormunity

(@]
o
$20
-

woul”d he redu

the adult males from the females coul
man were akle to comrute to arnd from his Job, or were able to locste
nis housekold close to his job, er. in a housetrailer, hotel or
rented accormrodation,

e vorthr of

11 of thesge -rariables =

e |

er studw and one mavr

cipate tha! thre results w

L

ant 11 imorove t*e nredicta-ilit

[N

w of the

[

emer~ence of the matrifocal household in the community,



3.

NCTES
In 1969 the monthly assistance rates used by the Department of
Rehabilitation and Sccial Improvement (formerly the Department

of Social elfare) were as follows:

TARLE 6

Rates and Services of Social Assistance

Number of Persons Food Sundries, Shelter Total
(including ciiildren) Clothing, etc.
1 $ 35,00 315,00 $30,00  $ 50,00
2 $ 60,00  $30,00 845,00  3135,00
3 $ 70,00 345,00 350,00 $165,00
L $ 85.00  $55.00 $55.00  3195.00
5 $100,00 $65,00 360,00 $225,00

Mill Creek is officially part of the Liard Band Kaska, and under
the jurisdiction of the Chief and Band Council of the Upper Lisrd
in the Yuken. However, tecause of the intervening distance, and
also because of the large number of Tahltan living in Mill Creek,
the Chief and Band Council have had little to do with Mill Creek,
and the Indian Agent has, to a large extent, taken over the duties
and decision meking = concerning housing in that village,

Solien's Abstract was not available for study. This definition was
taken from a guotation in Kunstadter's paper (1963).

Throughout this paper the term "village' is hsed when speakins of

only "the Indian part" of Iiill Creek, "The community"® is used

bl

«

when referring to the entire town,



A status Indian is one who

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(£)

on the 26th day of lMay 187L was, for the purpose of 'An Act
providing for the organization of the Department of the
Secretary of State of Canada, and for the manasement of
Indian Ordnance Lands,' being chapter L2 of the Statutes of
Canada, 1868, as amended by section 6 of chapter 6 of the
Statutes of Canada, 1869, and section 8 of chapter 21 of the
Statutes of Canada, 187L, considered to be entitled to hold,
use or enjoy the lands and other immovahle oroverty belonging
to or appropriated to the use of the various tribes, bands or
bodies of Indians in Canadaj;

is a2 member of a band

(i) for whose use and benefit, in common, lands have been
set apart or since the 26th dav of May, 187L, have been
agreed by treatr to be set avart, or

(ii) that has been declared by the Governor in Council to
be a band for the nurposes of this Actj

is a male person who is a direct descendant in the male
line of a male person described in pararranh (a) or (b);

is the legitimate child of
(i) 2 male person described in pararraph (a) or (b) or
(ii) a person described in paragraph (c);

is the illegitimate child of a female person described
in paragraph (a), (b) or (d); or

is the wife or widow of a person who is entitled to be
registered by virtue of paragraph (a), (b), (¢), (d)
or (e).

A Non Status Indian is

(a)

a person who

(i) has received or has been allotted hzlf-breed lands
or money scrip,

(ii) is a descendant of a person described in suboara-
eravh (i)

(iii) is enfranchised, or

(iv) is a perscen born of a marriare entered into after the
Lth day of Senterber 1951 and has attained the are of
twenty-one vears, whose mother and whose father's mother
are not persons described in paracrash 11(1)(a), /b) or
(d) or entitlied to be reristered by virtue of vararraph
11(1)(e),

unless, being a women, that person is the wife or widow
of a person descrived in section 11, and

a woman who married a oerson who is not an Indian, unless
that woman is subsequently the wife cr widow of 2 person
descrived in section 1l.
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The Interdict List is a list of names of persons who are denied,
by law, the richt to purchase ard/or consume alcoholic beverares,
for a stipulated period of time, A person's nare was interdicted

after several convictions for excessive drinking were incurred.
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