


























from the Canadian smelting industry. ( Shrybman "Selling the
Environment Short: an environmental assessment of the first two
years of free trade between Canada and the United States", Canadian
Environmental Law Association, January, 1991, p. 13)

(cited in Rolfe, Chris, Environmental considerations regarding a
possible Mexico-Canada Free trade Agreement for the West Coast
Environmental Law Association, February, 1991).

And Mexico ... When in 1990 the U.S. placed an embargo upon
tuna products from Mexico, "Mexico complained that the tuna
embargo was inconsistent with obligations owed to Mexico under
GATT. The September 1991 report of a three-member panel of
experts established pursuant to the third-party dispute settlement
procedures of GATT determined that the American embargo on
Mexican tuna, even though designed to conserve dolphins was
inconsistent with the GATT ( McDorman, T. 1991, p. 2)

The GATT Panel stated that under the GATT " a contracting
party may not restrict imports of a product merely because it
originates in a country with environmental policies different from its
own". ( US. Mexico GATT Panel, 3 September 1991, at paras 2.1-2.2).
It is this statement that has been seen as the biggest problem with the
"GATT Panel report from an environmentalist point of view. (
McDorman, T. 1992, p. 19). However, even the normally
environmentally sensitive Nordic countries have indicated that a
country is not free 'to require that imported products [be] produced as
cleanly abroad as at home." ( EFTA members press convening of
working party, 82 Focus- GATT Newsletter 2-3 (July 1991) Any other
conclusion reached by the GATT Panel would allow certain countries
to dictate to others what standards must exist and this would clearly
be an invasion of a country's sovereignty. Moreover, as the Panel
concluded, any other conclusion would permit trade only between
countries with identical regulations and this would amount to a
dismantling of the GATT. (McDorman, T., 1992, p. 19)

The unwillingness to "impose standards" was underlined in the
Venezuelan intervention when the delegate stated,







































