Welcome to my education website

This site is dedicated to both my masters work and to providing resources to other
teachers. Majority of these resources are around game-based learning and
gamified learning. Game-based learning is the process by which students use
games to reinforce previously learned content. Gamified learning is the process
by which an educator uses a game or changes a lesson into a game in order to
teach new content or reinforce previously taught content.

This website will be used to share resources with other teachers, educators and
parents.
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Welcome

My name is Faune Nicholas and | have been a teacher
for 5 years working specifically in the Langley School
District. | generally teach grade 2, 3 or even a 2/3 split.
Not only am | teacher, but my students will tell you, [ am
an avid coffee drinker. Hence the name for my site. |
started my masters program in my 4th year of teaching,
not only for the pay raise, but also because | wanted to
learn about how to be a more effective teacher. | work
in a very small school, in a beautiful community
surrounded by beautiful people. My love of teaching
really comes from the love | have for my students. Each
year | learn something new or have a new focus for my
students. Although these foci don't necessarily come from me but more my
students passions.

I am a firm believer in trying things that scare you or that force you to put the
control in the hands of my students. They consistently surprise me every time | do
this. Whenever | think it is going to be a complete disaster, they find a way to prove
me wrong. One thing | have noticed over the years is the way my students respond
to small group instruction. | group students based on abilities, personalities and
focus areas depending on the target goal. | believe that when we teach students
there should only be one new thing at a time. What this means is, that instead of
me teaching a new concept and using a new framework to teach, | either teach a
new concept or a new framework. | find that this allows students to better use
their prior knowledge and they find more success.
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Literacy games are a bit more tricky at home than math games because there are
so many literacy concepts to be covered. Some students will practice letter
sounds, some will practice sight words, and some will practice vowel patterns.
These concepts are much more specific to a child than just practicing numbers.
Therefore, it is important to connect with your child’s teacher on what concept
they're working on or you can always refer to sight words. Sight words are words
that are very common when reading. Here are some games that can be worked on
at home that are engaging and fun.

This game is one that can be used for LOTS of different concepts. Primary
Playground has a resource for rhyming words. Rhyming words seems very simple
but it can sometimes be tricky. Rhyming is generally focused on in Kindergarten
and grade 1 but it can always be practiced to reinforce beginning and end sounds.
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Find this printable resource at: https://primaryplayground.net/free-printable-
rhyming-i-have-who-has-game/

Fourinarow is a great game that has been used for many concepts. This resource
from The Measured Mom has varied levels of sight words to pick from. You can go
to which grade your child is an print off a few sheets. (Tip: use a sheet protector

and whiteboard markers to colour in the circles to be able to reuse this resource).

https://pixabay.com/photos/games-friends-activity-fun-leisure-1043006/

Find this printable resource at: https://www.themeasuredmom.com/four-in-a-
row-games-for-o-e-words/

A quick and effective game for practicing sight words is a spin and cover game. |
found this great resource from What | have Learned where she provides a wide
variety of spin and cover games. These games are easy to print out and can be
reused.
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Find the resource to spin and cover here:
https://www.whatihavelearnedteaching.com/sight-word-partner-games-for-high-
frequency-words/
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When working at home with students, we want the kids to be engaged and not
feel like they are being forced to do “extrawork”. Games are a great way to spend
time with your child, help them practice their skills and they generally really enjoy
playing the games. One of way to decrease stress and still practice conceptsis to
play a game that is simple enough that they can do the work on their own. You
don't want it to be too simple or they will get bored. Also, when working at home
the less equipment required, the better the chances are that you will actually be
able to play the game with your child. Here are some simple, yet fun and effective
ways to practice math facts for fluency.

This game focuses on being able to find near double facts. The reason we use near
double facts or double facts is for quicker mental math. When students are able to

determine near or double facts they are able to add larger numbers quicker in
their head. Try this game from Tech Turtle Teacher to practice this concept.
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Get the resource here: http:/techieturtleteacher.blogspot.com/2014/01/freebie-
double-down-dice-game-for-near.html

This game is a must have at home. It is super easy to make, easy to store, and you

can use it for any concept. Jillian Starr Teaching has done a fantastic job in
explaining how the game works. All you'll need is popsicle sticks and a sharpie.
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Go to https://jillianstarrteaching.com/kaboom-possibly-best-center-game-ever/
to see how the game works and how to create it for various types of content.

As a teacher, | have found that multiplication is one of the easiest concepts for
student to learn but one of the hardest to remember. Quick multiplication skills
require memorization. This is not necessarily something that students enjoy but it
is necessary as they continue through their schooling. In order to practice
memorization, this Multiplication Squares version from games4gains is a perfect
way to have fun at home. (Tip: use a sheet protector and whiteboard markers in

order to reuse the same game board.)

https:#/pixabay.com/photos/color-school-numbers-cubes-math-4503279/

To download their free game version go to:
https://www.games4gains.com/blog/multiplication-squares-game
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It can be difficult to find games that have regrouping in them. This is one game that | love because
it gives the various options of regrouping. It also works on subtracting from 1000. | have found
that subtraction games are less common than addition games. In grade 2, we work on subtraction
concepts from 100 but | have found that once students understand the concept of regrouping
1000's aren't much different. You can adapt this game so that they start from a lower number and
subtraction smaller numbers if needed. This game is also great because it requires very few
materials. Just a pencil, paper and some dice. In the classroom | often let students use whiteboard

markers so they can quickly erase the equations after.

This game was taken from:

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Farkle-A-Subtraction-with-

Regrouping-Game-14461407?
epik=djOyJnU9VzVMTktZNmIpWINsT295Z1BWMzNYb2IsWUNpSURFUDQmMcDOwJIm49a2NEQUxMNDNMN3dYRDNCaVp6Ny1LUSZOPUFB

B.C. Canada Curriculum Grade 2 Math:

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/mathematics/2/core
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At the beginning of the year | always like to focus on basic fluency facts through
games. | do this because it gives me a window into students abilities. | am always
observing students behaviour in the first couple of weeks. So while my students
are playing games for math, | am walking around, taking notes, looking at problem
solving skills and assessing them in my mind based on what | am seeing. This is not
necessarily my only assessment but it does give me an idea of where my students
are at. This year | took my students back to basics when doing subtraction because
| have found that subtraction can be a difficult concept for students. | want them
to have the basics and the building blocks first before | move on and challenge
them. It is also very interesting to watch your students play math games at the
beginning as you see what strategies they have, which ones they need and how
they generally react when they are unsure about a concept. You can tell quickly,
which ones are anxious about not knowing the answers and which ones are solid
in their strategies.
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| chose to use the Bump game because it was a game | had already taught before. |
used a different version of Bump for addition. | like to use similar games when
teaching a new concept because then the students only have to focus on learning
and remembering the mathematical concept versus trying to remember both the
concept and how to play the game. The saying | always use is that when learning
something new, their should only be one new new. This means that either the
game is the same and the content is different or the game is different but the
content is the same. Too much new, is overwhelming and often results in kids
being confused or frustrated.

The games that | used to start, they are from Games for Learning. | printed them
in black and white but put the on bright coloured paper. | only taught one game
per week so these two games lasted me for two weeks. When playing the Take
from 13 Bump game | didn't use a differentiation and here's why. Sometimes | find
that even when students know how to do something well the practice doesn't hurt
them. | watched my students and just let them use this game to have fun even if
they were super solid in the concept. | also took this opportunity to teach these
students about empathy, in that if they were working with a student who didn’t
have solid skills yet, they would be able to learn from the students who did.



https:/pixabay.com/illustrations/impossible-possible-attitude-45057 90/

Challenge: During the first week of a new concept in that year (the kids may
already know it or have seen it before but since they've had the summer off, | want
to make sure | review the skills so they have the proper understanding), | always
start simple as | have previously said. For those kids who need a challenge |
challenge them in the second week. To adapt the Take From 13 Bump | had
student think of other equations that would result in the answers. For example,
instead of 13 - 3 = 10, they had to think of what other equations could equal to 10.
Such as this, 20-6=13-3=10. Essentially | had them continue to add addends to
make the equation two steps instead of one. With the Robot Bump, to make it
more challenging | had the student switch the numbers around. For example,
instead of just finding the equation they would answer the question and then
switch the number such as 18-6 and then they had to solve 81-6. This just gives
them a bit more of a challenge and a second step.

https.//pixabay.com/illustrations/help-support-letter-learn-read-514839%/

Support / Simplify: In order to support those students who may struggle with this
concept | taught them several strategies. These are strategies that they would've
practice using with addition and ones that | would work on them with when they
are doing their math with me. | teach them the strategies of using base-ten blocks,
hundreds charts and ten frames. | choose these ones because they are easy to use,
the kids can do them independently (after they're taught) and they are kinesthetic.
Anytime | can have students using manipulatives such as base-ten blocks or
double-sided counters | will because it provides the physical movement and visual
aspects that some kids need. When simplifying, | always think about what
strategies | can teach the kids for them to be able to work through these games. If
they still need even further assistance | will play the game with them, set them up
to play with a partner who can help them or have an EA work with the group.
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This game was taught to me by one of our staff members who teaches Reading
Recovery. Reading Recovery in our district is when one specialized teacher takes
students from grade 1 and spends 20 -30 minutes a day with them targeting their

reading skills. Sometimes groups are taken and sometimes they work with
students one on one. | had the pleasure of working with this teacher this year for
reading as my class was in need of directed teachings around reading. One of the
ways she taught me to incorporate sight words into my literacy centers is through
the use of this game called That Was Easy. The game is honestly so simple and SO
effective. The kids would continue to ask me to play it every time we had literacy
centers.

You will need a button from Staples that looks like this:

You can purchase them at https://www.staples.ca/products/6063%6-en-staples-
easy-button you can also buy them on Amazon. They are cheap and when you're
students learn this game they will want to play constantly. You will also need flash
cards. These cards should be words that your students have already learned and
preferably sight words is they are for better word recognition.

You will separate the cards out across a rainbow table or wherever you're
working. There should be a few separate piles with the words facing up. The game
is an accuracy and speed game. Tell the students to practice the words they see in
front of them in their mind, so that if someone takes the word they wanted they
know other words. A student picks a card from the pile, says it out loud and then
clicks the button. It is then the next persons turn. The idea is to go quickly, so
students must always be practicing reading all the words in front of them so when
it's their turn they can take any word. This game is so much fun for them and the
button says “that was easy”. Students who struggle with sight words love this
because it boosts their confidence because every time they get a word right,
they're reminded by the button that the word is now easy versus what it used to
be. | continue to add words into the piles as the weeks go by. Whenever we learn
new sight words, they are added to the piles. Eventually | take out words that



students know by heart. This keeps the content fresh but also allows them to feel
comfortable playing.
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This year | have been using Splash Learn website and the Splash Math section for
our math stations. IPad’s is a great way to give some extra support and practice for
students. Plus, all students love the |Pad’s so it ends up being an incentive. Based
onwhat | have learned through my research in games is that there are several
different features that make games appealing to students. They are the rewards,
feedback, graphics and difficulty. | have really enjoyed use Splash Math this year
because it allows for me to send out differentiated lessons to each student. | can

have students working on different things while on the IPad's and they are doing
this independently.

https://www.splashlearn.com/

Within the Splash Learn website there are hundreds of different games for
students to play. A teacher would set it up with a class list and provide the grade
level of the class. After that kids will learn their log in information and simply log in
to play. It is really handy because it is free and it is online so it doesn't require you
to download it. It also doesn't require any specific information about your
students which keeps your students privacy safe. You simply click sign in and it will
take you to the sign in screen for students or adults.

% splashLearn
Log In as

a 4

Student Teacher Parent

From here the students click student, enter their class code that is given to you
when you sign up and they select their name then enter their password. The
passwords are auto generated | print out the list and staple it beside the IPads
incase the students forget.




This is what the dashboard looks like. On the left it shows you what the teacher
has sent you and then you can go through and play other games. You also collect
coins for different games and there are various rewards as you go. Splash Learn
will also send you updates as a teacher as to whether your students have
completed the assignments sent and how well they did on it. This is very helpful
information to see what they're able to do in a different way and on their own.
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Now, | want to start this post by saying that | am not a parent myself. Although, it
often feels like | am a parent to 19 kids. However, there have been many times that
parents have approached me and asked me what my thoughts were about how to
get their kid to engage in reading at home.

https://pixabay.com/photos/reading-surprised-children-reading-396 9956/

Often times parents think that their kids need to read a certain type of book or
that they will want to read the books that you read as a child. This is neither right
nor wrong. Reading honestly comes down to strategies and personal preference.
As a child, my mum read to me every night and to her dismay | was never an avid
reader. | had a very hard time focusing and | just couldn't seem to get into any
books. When | was in school | was equally as distracted. Now, this isn't to say that |
never got into reading but | am a type of person who can only read a book when
there is nothing else going on. Some of your kids are going to be like this and that is
absolutely okay. What can help though, is reading along side them or reading
shorter books to give them quick interest. Many kids who struggle with
distractions actually do a lot better when there are illustrations. Sometimes what
the kids are struggling with is really their inability to visualize. So, the most
important part of reading, for kids, especially when they're at home is having them
read something they're interested in. This doesn't have to come in the form of
novels, it certainly can, but it doesn't have to. When reading at home, the students
job is to simply practice and continually be exposed to words. Plain and simple.




Daily scheduled reading time is a MUST. Similar to when kids are in school, if your
child knows that the daily routine is to brush teeth, get ready for bed and then sit
and read with either you or on their own then hopefully, it's not as big of a push
back. This goes back to my personal belief of negotiables and non-negotiables.
Now if your child is struggling with reading then making this time the quality time
you spend together is imperative. Students who struggle with reading will often
avoid it because it's really hard for them. When something is really hard for kids,
they're amazing in finding ways around it. Unfortunately, as kids go through school
reading is an essential part. Almost every subject as kids progress through their
schooling will rely on reading. This isn't to say that if a kid is struggling as a reader
that they won't succeed. However, bare in mind that there's a chance it will just be
that much harder.

=2 Jordan Ridenour on Twitter: "l can't express the importance of reading 20
minutes a day. This chart shows the impact this crucial time has on our students.
Just read. Grab a book

This is for the parents who need to support their child at home and have
absolutely no idea what to do. Please do not be ashamed of this because honestly
teaching reading is not as straight forward as one might think. However, as a
parent, there are 3 simple strategies that | recommend to the parents of my
students. Reading at home can look a lot different depending on your child’s
teacher and whether they have set up home reading for you. If they have,
fabulous, you're job just got simpler. If your child’s teacher is sending home books
with them then these are generally the books that you are going to want to read
with them first. You can even them, whether they want to read them on their own
first and then with you. There’s lots of options here. However, when a child is
learning to read or struggling to read it is imperative that they have someone
beside them to help them through. Sometimes this roll is more for reassurance
than anything. Kids who struggle with reading often have very low self-esteem
when reading so by having a support system with them it generally makes things
easier if you know what strategies to use.

https://pixabay.com/vectors/domino-games-dominoes-bones-tile-34388/

Here are the three that | recommend to parents:

Tales From Qutside the Classroom provides a great breakdown and some posters
to help understand these strategies. The strategies can be found here:
https://www.talesfromoutsidetheclassroom.com/2012/09/self-monitoring.html

Let me take you through a simple version of how a parent would use these
strategies when reading with their child. Please keep in mind that the golden rule
for picking books that are at an appropriate level is that the child should know all
but 5 words on each page. The following scenario is for when you are reading a
book that fits into this rule.



https.//pixabay.com/vectors/man-looking-words-book-black-29 742/

Scenario 1:

Child is reading a hook. They start reading, the parent is listening and looking at
the book with them. The child reads the following sentence “The lion is happy.”
However, instead of saying happy, the child has said excited. You would then refer
to the list. (This does take some practice). When a child replaces a word like this
you would ask them “Does that look right?” Then you can repeat the word for
them “does that look like excited?” This is cuing the child to look at the way the
word is actually spelt. If they say no, then praise them by saying “you're right!”
then you can ask “what does this word start with? and repeat the sound for h".

If the child says yes. Then you can ask “what letter does this word start with? Then
point out that excited starts with a different letter.” Hopefully they recognize that
these words, although the same meaning, are not the same word when spelt. If the
child, after this prompting doesn’'t know what the word is then you simply tell
them. Then you reread the sentence. We don’t want to just give kids the words
because we want them to learn how to correct themselves and recognize words
on their own. In case you're wondering, the reasons we didn't use the other two
strategies of does it sound right? does it make sense? is because your child has
used their prior knowledge to insert a word into the context of the sentence. So by
them saying excited instead of happy, they are actually achieving the other two
strategies.

tis
nitps:

Scenario 2:

Child is reading a book. They start reading, the parent is listening and looking at
the book with them. The child reads the following sentence “The lion is walking in
the grass." However, instead of saying walking, the child has said water. You would
then ask them, “does that sound right? (and repeat what they said) the lion is water
in the grass?” Most likely, the child will then say no, that is does not make sense. So
we ask them “what does make sense here, the lionis___in the grass” and see if
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the word might be. This scenario is exactly why we don’t ask kids to always just
sound it out because walking is not a word that would be easy to sound out. This
is also another place that you could say to the child after they've read it incorrectly
to look at the picture. Again, this is why struggling readers like pictures, because it
gives them clues to the story without relying solely on the words.

https://pixabay.com/vectars/thinker-thinking-person-idea-28741/

Scenario 3:

Child is reading a book. They start reading, the parent is listening and looking at
the book with them. The child reads the following sentence “The lion is walking in
the grass towards his friends.” However, instead of saying friends, the child has
said fire. You then ask the child “does that make sense? and repeat what the child
said the lion is walking in the grass towards his fire”. We always want to repeat
what the child said because sometimes they are just guessing and don’t remember
what they said. After you've asked whether it makes sense. They may say no, and
you can then proceed to ask them what the word looks like and what would make
sense. Again, you can prompt them towards the picture or if the word is more
common or simple you could attempt to sound the word out. If the child says, yes
that made sense then you just correct them by saying no, a lion wouldn't walk
towards his fire that doesn’t make sense. Let’s try again and see what would make
sense.

https.//pixabay.com/photos/facebook-like-many-lots-mountain-342871%/

Praise:

Children who are learning to read and those who are struggling to read need
praise. But good job isn't specific enough. Saying things like “good job at using the
does it make sense strategy” or “hey, you figured that word out all by yourself tell
me how you did it"” are praises that will provide more feedback to the child. We are
not praising them for being better at reading, we're praising them for finding their
mistakes and correcting them because that's what good readers do. It is not
something that they should be ashamed of because mistakes are natural and
they're okay. We just go back and fix it.
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In this section | will going over all my classroom management thoughts and
strategies, as well as going over how to implement various things such as stations
into my classroom. These stations consist of using games.
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When | talk to other teachers and parents about this concept it is actually very
simple. What are the things that you are willing to let go of and what are the things
you're not. The reason we have expectations and rules within a classroom is so
that students are able to learn, they feel respected, they know the guidelines and
they are able to be safe while learning to make good choices. So for example,
during math stations a negotiable is that when students are finished an activity
they can then make the choice to move to another one. A non-negotiable is that if
students are not completing the math activity then they may miss out on |Pads.
Now, this obviously comes with some factors, in that you have to know why a
student isn't completing work. Could it be that they're distracted? Or that they are
unsure of what to do? In this case, we are not providing consequences but instead
we are finding a way to support them to finish their station. This can come in many
forms such as you help them, an EA helps them, or even another student helps
them. Similarly, when a student is completing their work earlier than the time
you've allotted you need to ask yourself whether the work is challenging enough
for them? The premise is that students should be able to be independent in this
work but this isn't filler work, it needs to have a specific purpose. Another
negotiable is having students work together. Although this time is technically
independent time (unless they're playing games), | think that it is important for
students to learn from one another and to work together. So my negotiable is that
students can absolutely work together but my non-negotiable is that they have to
have their own representation of their learning. This would come in the form of a
morning math sheet where they have worked in their group to complete the sheet
but each has filled out their own sheet with the information.

The reason | choose to think of rules and expectations as negotiables and non-
negotiables is because | know as a teacher and as a person what | am willing to let
go of and things | am not. For example, one thing that | am very particular about is
students noise levels. When | have a group of students who are working with me, |
expect and will not negotiate on the other students noise level within the
classroom. My rule is that we keep low volumes and you get 2 warnings about
volume. | explain that this is not because | am trying to be mean but it is a form of
respect. When students are working with me, this is their time to get personalized
help with their skills. So as much fun as it may be to be laughing loudly etc. it is
important for students to learn that they are not the only ones in the classroom.
This is a key factor in building respect within our classroom. | will often let
students know that | am doing an interview with a student which is a hint to them,
that they need to be mindful of their voices because eventually it will be their turn.
When you think about classroom management and stations in a negotiable vs.
non-negotiable way it outlines for you and your students what your expectations
are. A negotiable can even sometimes be that students who are at a lower level in
math or a higher level in math, they can adapt a game to make is more difficult or
simple. That is teaching them to advocate for themselves, to make good choices
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I am of the very firm belief that students need to understand that their are
consequences for their actions. Now, many people may disagree with me and
that's okay. However, in my 5 years of teaching and helping in other classrooms, |
have learned that when you teach students that consequences are a natural thing
in life it actually makes them more understanding of the world around them. This
is not a form of punishment but it is a fact of reality. Again, consequences come
down to your negotiables vs. non-negotiables. When your students are clear
what your expectations are and what you are not willing to negotiate with they
will, most of the time, respect those boundaries. It is very important to set
boundaries for your students and thus, they should set boundaries with you. This
is part of building healthy relationships. An example is students who like to hug
you and student who don't. You never force a student to hug you, you can ask if
they want a hug, they can ask you if they can have a hug and if it never comes up,
then you assume that they don't want one. This is them demonstrating for you,
their negotiables and non-negotiables.

https://pixabay.com/vectors/question-questions-man-head-2512654/

In terms of classroom management, when you have your negotiables and non-
negotiables solidified in your mind and you have shared them with your class
(preferably in a rules anchor chart or some type of visual reminder) you will also
need to determine the consequences when boundaries are crossed or non-
negotiables are broken. Now, there needs to be some wiggle room here. For
example, depending on the time, if my students voices are slightly louder than I'd
like, | would give them a reminder but | am also looking to see if this noise is on
task noise or not on task noise. Again, reminders always come first, then
consequences follow. A consequence during stations could simply go like this.

Astudent is at a literacy center and they are choosing to talk instead of
completing the task. | provide a reminder, possibly provide one more but given
that the stations have shorter time limits | generally give them only one. Then
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take their stuff to another table. This gets the student away from the other
student. Another one could be “you chose not to do your work even after |
reminded you. Is there a reason you didn't finish it? (given students respond
determines your action) Often times students might say, | was distracted or | don't
know. With this answer | would respond with “| understand that you were
distracted, but you didn't get your work done. So please put on some noise
cancelling headphones to help you focus. | need you to complete your work first
and then you may move to your next station when you're done.” | like this
consequence because although my non-negotiable is finishing their work because
there's a purpose to it, | am providing the student with a fair consequence that
meets both our needs. It's simple, when they've done that work that was expected
of them then they can move on to the next one. | am not punishing them or
demeaning them, | am simply giving them a way to meet the expectations | have
set. Other things might be a bit more harsh in that you take away a station that
they simply cannot handle.

https://pixabay.com/photos/key-old-metal-antique-lock-192202/

| think the key when it comes to consequences is that it needs to be fair, it should
reflect the severity of the students actions and it should be something simple
enough that you can enforce on your own. It is also important that when we
provide consequences that we remind the students that they are not bad people
for making a bad decision but that next time to avoid the conseqguence they need
to be mindful and strategic about getting their work done. I hope that this is all
making sense. The basic structure of this is to show them the black and white
outlines of what you're expectations are and things that you're simply not willing
to accept. One of my biggest pet peeves and my students know this, is talking over
someone else or calling out. Although this may not be something that other
teachers care about, | think that it is extremely rude to talk while another person
is talking and | simply can’t handle it when students are constantly calling out. |
always take the approach of talking to my students as humans not just kids. They
are capable of amazing things so when | talk about students calling out of turn or
talking over top of people, | tell them how much it annoys me. | tell them that |
grew up with four other siblings that that when they would talk over top of me not
only did it make me angry but it hurt my feelings because | had something
important to say and by them talking over me, they were essentially telling me
that they didn’t care how | felt. | always think that when you explain your
reasoning for your non-negotiables it allows the kids to get to know you as a
person and it gives them some background information on why this bothers you.
Now, this doesn't mean we have to take hours and explain everything. We walk in
a classroom because it’s a safety issue. | tell them | simply don’t want them to
crack their head open or break any bones so we walk, simple as that.

How To Get Your Students To Meet Your Expectations Or Non-
Negotiables

It is very important that after you've explained your non-negotiables

or expectations that you actually provide your students with ways to meet them.
Again, this seems like common sense however, the most common two reasons that
| have seen when students aren’t meeting these expectations is either because
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tools in order to meet your expectations. This might sound daunting but it will
save you tons of time and tons of irritation. Majority of students want to make you
happy so give them the ways in which to do this. This can come in a few ways and
it's going to depend on your students.

?

https://pixabay.com/photos/scale-question-importance-balance-2635397/

Possible Reasons:

* You're not being consistent.
» Theydon't have the tools.

+ They need more scaffolding.

Or you're not clear on what you're doing. This is not to put anyone down but
sometimes we as teachers don't like to admit that we may not know what we're
doing. The thing to remember here is to ask yourself what's the purpose of your
expectations or you need to ask for help.

O

o
https://pixabay.com/vectors/cloud-thinking-thought-bubble-304 97 9/

If you're not being consistent then you either need to choose to be more
consistent or it could be that what you assumed was a non-negotiable actually is a
negotiable. If your students don't have the tools then you need to break it down
for them. We will go with the raising hands example again. If you're students aren't
raising their hands then you need to remind them before you start your activity
that they must raise their hand. Do not allow someone who didn't meet this
expectation to call out and then use their answer. You can give them non-verbal
cues such as putting your finger to your closed lips and raise your hand. IF the
student then corrects themselves and raises their hand to speak, you then can call
on them and say “thank you for raising your hand”. You've now given them the
tools by reminding them at the beginning, non-verbally communicating how to
meet your expectation and you've rewarded them because they've corrected
themselves on their own. A note | want to make here, is that we do not reward
students for meeting expectations because they are in and of themselves
expectations we. However, praise them and celebrate when they meet these
expectations verbally by saying “thank you for ___". But, | am not going to give
out a lollipop because they raised their hand.
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When you're doing something such as stations or a whole group activity you have
to remember that students have to learn routines first. This means that you have
to break it down for them. If you're doing stations then you need to teach each
station to the whole class and practice first before you start to add in any others or
even learn how to rotate between them. Yes, this takes time but if you're clear and
you've set your expectations and allowed them to practice, then this will go
quicker. If you've got a group of student who really struggle to meet your
expectations then you need to go slower because eventually majority of the group
will fall into routine because it easier and more rewarding than going against the
routine. A phrase | like to use when scaffolding is “If you know, then show me.” This
isreferring to the fact that | have gone over the rules and expectations so many
times and we have practiced so many times that if they know what to do, then
show me that you know what to do. Side note: sometimes students will ask me
why do we have to keep going over the rules? My response is because until you
all show that you know what to do, we have to keep repeating them. This is their
way out, when majority of the class can do it on their own then you will only have a
few outliers and those are the students that you will need to scaffold more for and
provide more tools to.

https.//pixabay.com/vectors/help-information-question-tip-1724292/

This is probably the least favorite of most teachers. Many people believe that
teachers come out of their PDP programs and know everything and are ready to
take on any class. This is the most false myth | have encountered. Thisisn't to say
that no teachers are ready, it's honestly different between everyone. But most of
teachers | have mentored, struggle in their first year or two. Please understand
that this is so common and nothing to be ashamed of. In fact, use this as you're way
of being a sponge to other teachers. It sounds silly, but we really have to be life
long learners because classes always change, curriculum changes, assessment
changes, our profession is one that is always changing so you either keep up and
be a sponge or you continue to struggle. So, if you are struggling, reach out to
someone in your school and ask them if they can come in and observe you. Or ask
them, “what do you do when ___ happens?” You may not agree with what they do
but you now have an idea of where to start. When you have a teacher observe you,
they will pick up on many things and this is not to bring you down but it could very



well be the fact that your not being consistent or that your kids don't actually
know what to do during stations. This is a great way of figuring out why (if you
don't know) you're kids aren't able to be independent. If possible you could also go
into another teachers classroom and observe them and see how they implement
the skill that you're struggling with.

https://pixabay.com/photos/light-bulb-idea-creativity-socket-3104355/

If you've stuck through this post with me | appreciate and | hope that it helps.
Classroom management is not easy, but the more you practice the better you'll
get. | understand that at the beginning of your career, it's hard. | am still at the
beginning and still learning every day. | always ask for help and | always see what
others are doing. This doesn’t mean that | do what everyone else does and you
don't have to do what | do. However, | do think that when it comes to classroom
management many people feel overwhelmed so the simpler you can make it
hopefully the more successful you will be. In my first year, | went over rules so
many times, not just for the kids, but for myself because there are SO many things
to remember.
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Here are some games that | have previously used in my grade 2 class this year.
These are printable games in which | have student slide the paper game into
whiteboard sleeves. | only print out 5 or 6 copies because these are partner
games. These games are also played based on their groups. Therefore, | do not
need to print one copy per student. | also choose to print them on card stock and



different colours of paper. This way when | file them, it is easy to see the different
games and it makes it more fun for the students. Side note: students respond well
to coloured organization so if a student is confused which game they are playing
you can respond by “what colour is your group?” This also helps for differentiation.
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Here are some place value games that | love. These games are from
Games4Learning. | used these at the beginning of the year to evaluate which of my
students knew their place value and which ones didn't. My students loved these
because they love the graphics on them and they love dinosaurs. Now, one key
factor we know about engagement with games is the graphics. A game without
graphics will generally not be as appealing as a game with some graphics. This is
not fool proof but especially in younger grades, graphics are one way that provides
immediate buy in.

These games are found at: https://games4learning.com/place-value-freebie-
makeover/

The games | chose at the beginning of the year for addition strategies are called
Pig and Going to Boston. | found them at Susan Jones Teaching These games focus
on the addition of multiple numbers and allows you to differentiate easily. Susan
Jones does a Sunday Spotlight on Youtube where she demonstrates various math
games. She has lots and lots of great ideas, so | encourage you to check it out.

Here is the link:

Watch on  [EBYouTube

| found this resource at: https://susanjonesteaching.com/?s=Going+to+boston

Another great way of knowing students fact fluency is by using this shake and spill
sheet. It is a kinesthetic opportunity for students to subitize and explain their



thinking. | enjoy this because although it is not a two player game it gives insight
into students thinking. If students can't determine what combinations make 10
and 20 then they are not ready to move onto higher numbers. Thisis a
foundational skill. We use a cup and red and yellow double sided counters to show
the combinations. We have also used 6 or 9 sided dice as a small interview. After
students have rolled a number | will say build that number which counters, then
explain to me how many more you need to make 10 or 20, tell me how you know
that.

Here is where | got this resource from:

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Shake-and-5Spill-Addition-
Mathtivity-4873976
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https://pixabay.com/photos/yahtzee-dice-luck-game-throwing-1132533/

It can be difficult to find games that have regrouping in them. This is one game that | love because
it gives the various options of regrouping. It also works on subtracting from 1000. | have found
that subtraction games are less common than addition games. In grade 2, we work on subtraction
concepts from 100 but | have found that once students understand the concept of regrouping
1000's aren't much different. You can adapt this game so that they start from a lower number and
subtraction smaller numbers if needed. This game is also great because it requires very few
materials. Just a pencil, paper and some dice. In the classroom | often let students use whiteboard

markers so they can quickly erase the equations after.

This game was taken from:
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Farkle-A-Subtraction-with-
Regrouping-Game-14461407?

epik=dj0yJnU9VzVMTktZNmIpWINsT295Z1BWMzNYb2IsWUNpSURFUDQmcDOwJIm42a2ZNEQUxMNDNMN3dYRDNCaVp6Ny1LUSZOPUFB

B.C. Canada Curriculum Grade 2 Math:

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/mathematics/2/core
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At the beginning of the year | always like to focus on basic fluency facts through
games. | do this because it gives me a window into students abilities. | am always
observing students behaviour in the first couple of weeks. So while my students
are playing games for math, | am walking around, taking notes, looking at problem
solving skills and assessing them in my mind based on what | am seeing. This is not
necessarily my only assessment but it does give me an idea of where my students
are at. This year | took my students back to basics when doing subtraction because
| have found that subtraction can be a difficult concept for students. | want them
to have the basics and the building blocks first before | move on and challenge
them. It is also very interesting to watch your students play math games at the
beginning as you see what strategies they have, which ones they need and how
they generally react when they are unsure about a concept. You can tell quickly,
which ones are anxious about not knowing the answers and which ones are solid
in their strategies.

-

https://pixabay.com/photos/background-one-two-three-four-20025/

| chose to use the Bump game because it was a game | had already taught before. |
used a different version of Bump for addition. | like to use similar games when
teaching a new concept because then the students only have to focus on learning
and remembering the mathematical concept versus trying to remember both the



concept and how to play the game. The saying | always use is that when learning
something new, their should only be one new new. This means that either the
game is the same and the content is different or the game is different but the
content is the same. Too much new, is overwhelming and often results in kids
being confused or frustrated.

The games that | used to start, they are from Games for Learning. | printed them
in black and white but put the on bright coloured paper. | only taught one game
per week so these two games lasted me for two weeks. When playing the Take
from 13 Bump game | didn't use a differentiation and here's why. Sometimes | find
that even when students know how to do something well the practice doesn't hurt
them. | watched my students and just let them use this game to have fun even if
they were super solid in the concept. | also took this opportunity to teach these
students about empathy, in that if they were working with a student who didn’t
have solid skills yet, they would be able to learn from the students who did.

4
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https://pixabay.com/illustrationsfimpossible-possible-attitude-45057 90/

Challenge: During the first week of a new concept in that year (the kids may
already know it or have seen it before but since they've had the summer off, | want
to make sure | review the skills so they have the proper understanding), | always
start simple as | have previously said. For those kids who need a challenge |
challenge them in the second week. To adapt the Take From 13 Bump | had
student think of other equations that would result in the answers. For example,
instead of 13 - 3 = 10, they had to think of what other equations could equal to 10.
Such as this, 20-6=13-3=10. Essentially | had them continue to add addends to
make the equation two steps instead of one. With the Robot Bump, to make it
more challenging | had the student switch the numbers around. For example,
instead of just finding the equation they would answer the question and then
switch the number such as 18-6 and then they had to solve 81-6. This just gives
them a bit more of a challenge and a second step.
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Support / Simplify: In order to support those students who may struggle with this
concept | taught them several strategies. These are strategies that they would've
practice using with addition and ones that | would work on them with when they
are doing their math with me. | teach them the strategies of using base-ten blocks,
hundreds charts and ten frames. | choose these ones because they are easy to use,
the kids can do them independently (after they're taught) and they are kinesthetic.
Anytime | can have students using manipulatives such as base-ten blocks or
double-sided counters | will because it provides the physical movement and visual
aspects that some kids need. When simplifying, | always think about what
strategies | can teach the kids for them to be able to work through these games. If
they still need even further assistance | will play the game with them, set them up
to play with a partner who can help them or have an EA work with the group.

MARCH 1, 2021 FNICHOLAS = 0 COMMENTS

This year | have been using Splash Learn website and the Splash Math section for
our math stations. IPad’s is a great way to give some extra support and practice for
students. Plus, all students love the |Pad’s so it ends up being an incentive. Based
onwhat | have learned through my research in games is that there are several
different features that make games appealing to students. They are the rewards,
feedback, graphics and difficulty. | have really enjoyed use Splash Math this year
because it allows for me to send out differentiated lessons to each student. | can
have students working on different things while on the IPad's and they are doing
this independently.

-
| FUN MATH PRACTICE

https:/www.splashlearn.com/

Within the Splash Learn website there are hundreds of different games for
students to play. A teacher would set it up with a class list and provide the grade
level of the class. After that kids will learn their log in information and simply log in
to play. It is really handy because it is free and it is online so it doesn't require you
to download it. It also doesn't require any specific information about your
students which keeps your students privacy safe. You simply click sign in and it will
take you to the sign in screen for students or adults.

¥ splashlearn

Log In as
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Student Teacner/Parant

From here the students click student, enter their class code that is given to you
when you sign up and they select their name then enter their password. The
passwords are auto generated | print out the list and staple it beside the IPads
incase the students forget.

This is what the dashboard looks like. On the left it shows you what the teacher
has sent you and then you can go through and play other games. You also collect
coins for different games and there are various rewards as you go. Splash Learn
will also send you updates as a teacher as to whether your students have
completed the assignments sent and how well they did on it. This is very helpful
information to see what they're able to do in a different way and on their own.
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Here are some games that | have previously used in my grade 2 class this year.
These are printable games in which | have student slide the paper game into
whiteboard sleeves. | only print out 5 or 6 copies because these are partner
games. These games are also played based on their groups. Therefore, | do not
need to print one copy per student. | also choose to print them on card stock and
different colours of paper. This way when | file them, it is easy to see the different
games and it makes it more fun for the students. Side note: students respond well
to coloured organization so if a student is confused which game they are playing
you can respond by “what colour is your group?” This also helps for differentiation.
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Here are some place value games that | love. These games are from
Games4Learning. | used these at the beginning of the year to evaluate which of my
students knew their place value and which ones didn't. My students loved these
because they love the graphics on them and they love dinosaurs. Now, one key
factor we know about engagement with games is the graphics. A game without
graphics will generally not be as appealing as a game with some graphics. This is
not fool proof but especially in younger grades, graphics are one way that provides
immediate buy in.

These games are found at: https:/games4learning.com/place-value-freebie-
makeover/

The games | chose at the beginning of the year for addition strategies are called
Pig and Going to Boston. | found them at Susan Jones Teaching These games focus
on the addition of multiple numbers and allows you to differentiate easily. Susan
Jones does a Sunday Spotlight on Youtube where she demonstrates various math
games. She has lots and lots of great ideas, so | encourage you to check it out.

Here is the link:

Watch on (28 Youlube

| found this resource at: https://susanjonesteaching.com/?s=Going+to+boston

Another great way of knowing students fact fluency is by using this shake and spill
sheet. It is a kinesthetic opportunity for students to subitize and explain their
thinking. | enjoy this because although it is not a two player game it gives insight
into students thinking. If students can't determine what combinations make 10
and 20 then they are not ready to move onto higher numbers. Thisis a
foundational skill. We use a cup and red and yellow double sided counters to show
the combinations. We have also used 6 or 9 sided dice as a small interview. After
students have rolled a number | will say build that number which counters, then
explain to me how many more you need to make 10 or 20, tell me how you know
that.



Here is where | got this resource from:

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Shake-and-Spill-Addition-
Mathtivity-4873976
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https://www.boxcarsandoneeyedjacks.com/product-category/math/

Okay, let me tell you about an AMAZING resource called Box Cars and One Eyed
Jacks created by Jane Felling and John Felling. Last year, before COVID-192 my
colleague and | went to a workshop called Box Cars and One Evyed Jacks. This
workshop was the most high energy and exciting workshop | have been to. | have
never been more engaged with math and learning how to teach it. The whole
concept revolves around games and how to reinforce concepts through playing
games with dice, cards and dice shakers.

The first thing we were introduced to was these 36
dice trays. These dice trays allow for two different
coloured dice to be used within the same game.
Using these trays alone allowed for 40 different
games between grades K-3. First of all, | loved how
there were two different coloured dice options
which allows for students to compromise between
who got the blue and white dice. Second of all, |
loved that these trays kept the dice easily
contained and organized. As an elementary
teacher, keeping things organized is one of the

Here is how I store my dice trays. most important things in terms of being able to
have a effective classroom. Third of all, because

their are two sides to the trays (top and bottom part), this allows for students to
have their own tray part if they have trouble sharing. | use this wicker basket | had
to store the dice trays in. | also use rubbers bands to keep the dice trays together,
although it was suggested to use to use hair ties which | may be investing in soon.

Here is the link to purchase the dice trays and rolling into math game book.

https://www.boxcarsandoneeyedjacks.com/product/rolling-into-math-with-dice-
tray/

In my classroom | have designated a specific part of a
shelf where math tools are placed. Here you see the
trays, my math manipulative kits and extra tools.
Tools include playing cards, base ten blocks, dice
trays and extra dice. At the beginning of the year my
students and | review how to use this space
appropriately, when we use this space and what it
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tools. In order to create the sign, all | did was cut out

black card stock and glued white cut out letters on top. | like having this section
labelled as is allows for students to have a visual reminder of where things are and
continues to expose them to words. You could also use pictures for younger
students. In my class we always explicitly talk about where everything is at the
beginning of the year and then practice using these spaces. In doing this, we create
independence so that students are able to get what they need without needing to
ask.

The dice trays correlate to a book called Rolling into Math and this book is hands
down fantastic. The first thing you will notice about the book is that is breaks
down every game into level, skills, players, equipment, goal, getting started, math
journal and extensions. These categories make it so easy to pick out a game that
will work for any of your students. Often times in classrooms there is a large
variety of students with a large variety of skill sets. Within a classroom you can
have students who are still working on basic building blocks of or math, students
who are working at the expected level of math for their grade and even student
who are working well beyond their expected level. These games progress in levels
so that you can use the same game and provide different variations to match the
game level to the goal of the student. So if you have a student who is still building
basic math skills then you can give them the same game as those who've
progressed farther but it is more appropriate for the skills they are working on.
This variation of levels makes it easy to prep these games for your entire class.
Also, these books are so easy to understand that even if you have never played the
game before the instructions make it easy to explain and provides pictures for
further understanding. When you purchase the book there are printable in there
which make it so easy to pick a game based on a skill, photocopy the master,
explain and distribute to your students. When | print copies for my students to
play with, I use coloured card stock. This isn't necessary but | find that when |
printitin colour it helps me to differentiate between the games in my master bin
so | am reusing the same games year after year instead of reprinting them each
year. | also like using card stock because it makes the games more durable which
make them last longer. | use whiteboard inserts for my students to place the game
boards into, again making them reusable. You can find the rolling into math book
here: https://www.boxcarsandoneeyedjacks.com/product/rolling-into-math-with-
dice-tray/

Rolling into Math - with dice tray
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Management and Organization (including graphing), as well as Adding and Multiplication
Facts and Operations.

Over 40 games ... [read more below] SKU:BK23
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This game was taught to me by one of our staff members who teaches Reading
Recovery. Reading Recovery in our district is when one specialized teacher takes
students from grade 1 and spends 20 -30 minutes a day with them targeting their
reading skills. Sometimes groups are taken and sometimes they work with
students one on one. | had the pleasure of working with this teacher this year for
reading as my class was in need of directed teachings around reading. One of the
ways she taught me to incorporate sight words into my literacy centers is through
the use of this game called That Was Easy. The game is honestly so simple and SO
effective. The kids would continue to ask me to play it every time we had literacy
centers.

You will need a button from Staples that looks like this:

SEARCH



You can purchase them at https://www.staples.ca/products/606396-en-staples-
easy-button you can also buy them on Amazon. They are cheap and when you're
students learn this game they will want to play constantly. You will also need flash
cards. These cards should be words that your students have already learned and
preferably sight words is they are for better word recognition.

You will separate the cards out across arainbow table or wherever you're
working. There should be a few separate piles with the words facing up. The game
is an accuracy and speed game. Tell the students to practice the words they see in
front of them in their mind, so that if someone takes the word they wanted they
know other words. A student picks a card from the pile, says it out loud and then
clicks the button. It is then the next persons turn. The idea is to go quickly, so
students must always be practicing reading all the words in front of them so when
it's their turn they can take any word. This game is so much fun for them and the
button says “that was easy”. Students who struggle with sight words love this
because it boosts their confidence because every time they get a word right,
they're reminded by the button that the word is now easy versus what it used to
be. | continue to add words into the piles as the weeks go by. Whenever we learn
new sight words, they are added to the piles. Eventually | take out words that
students know by heart. This keeps the content fresh but also allows them to feel
comfortable playing.

FEBRUARY 19,2021 FNICHOLAS 0 COMMENTS

| have continued to look for ways to teach my students sight words. These are
words that you cannot sound out because they do not follow the same pattern
sounds. Most of the time teachers head in the direction of memorization.
However, if you are like me, memorization is not your best skill. Similarly, many of
the students have a hard time memorizing these words and yet these words
continue to pop up in reading constantly. This year a friend of mine suggested a
sight word book called Sounding Out the Sight Words An Alternative to Rote
Memorization by Denis Eide and Cindy Kringelis. | found my copy on Amazon:

https://www.amazon.com/Sounding-Out-Sight-Words-Teaching/dp/1942154917
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This book is amazing at being able to explain why sight words say the sounds that
they do. It matches words into spelling patterns specifically for sight words. It is so
easy to use because it breaks down what to say to students, how to review other
words to increase word recognition and comes with a games book. Each of the
lessons on a sound directly refers you three different games from their game
book. Each game tells you the focus and purpose such as phonogram, word fluency
and spelling. Here is the link to the game book.
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Book

Phonics. Readeng. Speling, & vacabulary Cames for All Aged

https://store.logicofenglish.com/products/game-book?variant=309608565%96620

The games book is one of my favorite parts about this program. The book breaks
down the games for each lesson through whole group instruction, small group or
individual instruction. It makes the games easy to understand. | combine the
games given by the book with other games that | have learned over the years. This
makes teaching phonics and reviewing words fun and exciting. During our games |
am able to also target social emotional skills if students struggle with losing or
taking turns.

In my classroom | have chosen to implement phonics during our literacy center
stations. The idea is that students rotate in stations through various different
word work centers. We use things such as pom-pom spelling, play-doh spelling,
magnet spelling and lots of others. During the week the students will rotate
through stations several times. We generally rotate through the stations twice a
day and | give the students 15 minutes at each station. One of the stations consists
of students coming to the rainbow table to work with me. When the students are
with me, we go through the lesson of the day from our Sounding Out the Sight
Words book. The kids love getting to the play the games and practice the words
that they know while also learning new words that fit into that spelling pattern. |
have taught phonics for several years as a teacher and this has been the best
program | have used. It is simple, effective and | have noticed a huge increase in my
students phonemic awareness and word recognition.

If you're looking for the Logic of English website here it
is: https://www.logicofenglish.com/

FEBRUARY 12,2021 FNICHOLAS 0 COMMENTS

https://pixabay.com/photos/blocks-letters-
alphabet-education-362935%/

In this section of my website | will be uploading various literacy resources that |
use within my classroom. | will explain how | set them up, implement them and
adapt them to my students needs. This area will focus specifically on gamification
and game-based learning.
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https://pixabay.com/photos/explore-word-letters-boggle-game-19456 78/

Literacy games are a bit more tricky at home than math games because there are
so many literacy concepts to be covered. Some students will practice letter
sounds, some will practice sight words, and some will practice vowel patterns.
These concepts are much more specific to a child than just practicing numbers.
Therefore, it is important to connect with your child’s teacher on what concept
they're working on or you can always refer to sight words. Sight words are words
that are very common when reading. Here are some games that can be worked on
at home that are engaging and fun.

This game is one that can be used for LOTS of different concepts. Primary
Playground has a resource for rhyming words. Rhyming words seems very simple
but it can sometimes be tricky. Rhyming is generally focused on in Kindergarten
and grade 1 but it can always be practiced to reinforce beginning and end sounds.

SEARCH



https://pixabay.com/photos/magnifying-glass-magnification-450691/

Find this printable resource at: https://primaryplayground.net/free-printable-
rhyming-i-have-who-has-game/

Fourin arow is a great game that has been used for many concepts. This resource
from The Measured Mom has varied levels of sight words to pick from. You can go
to which grade your child is an print off a few sheets. (Tip: use a sheet protector

and whiteboard markers to colour in the circles to be able to reuse this resource).

https://pixabay.com/photos/games-friends-activity-fun-leisure- 1043006/

Find this printable resource at: https:/www.themeasuredmom.com/four-in-a-
row-games-for-o-e-words/

A quick and effective game for practicing sight words is a spin and cover game. |
found this great resource from What | have Learned where she provides a wide
variety of spin and cover games. These games are easy to print out and can be
reused.




https://pixabay.com/photos/food-alphabet-biscuit-letter-font-1554000/

Find the resource to spin and cover here:
https://www.whatihavelearnedteaching.com/sight-word-partner-games-for-high-
frequency-words/
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When working at home with students, we want the kids to be engaged and not
feel like they are being forced to do “extra work”. Games are a great way to spend
time with your child, help them practice their skills and they generally really enjoy
playing the games. One of way to decrease stress and still practice conceptsis to
play a game that is simple enough that they can do the work on their own. You
don't want it to be too simple or they will get bored. Also, when working at home
the less equipment required, the better the chances are that you will actually be
able to play the game with your child. Here are some simple, yet fun and effective
ways to practice math facts for fluency.

This game focuses on being able to find near double facts. The reason we use near
double facts or double facts is for quicker mental math. When students are able to
determine near or double facts they are able to add larger numbers quicker in
their head. Try this game from Tech Turtle Teacher to practice this concept.
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https./pixabay.com/photos/cube-rall-the-dice-play-sweepstakes- 2031511/

Get the resource here: http:/techieturtleteacher.blogspot.com/2014/01/freebie-
double-down-dice-game-for-near.html

This game is a must have at home. It is super easy to make, easy to store, and you
can use it for any concept. Jillian Starr Teaching has done a fantastic job in
explaining how the game works. All you'll need is popsicle sticks and a sharpie.

KADO

https://pixabay.com/vectors/boom-clouds-explosion-flash-kaboom-159780/

Go to https://jillianstarrteaching.com/kaboom-possibly-best-center-game-ever/
to see how the game works and how to create it for various types of content.

As a teacher, | have found that multiplication is one of the easiest concepts for
student to learn but one of the hardest to remember. Quick multiplication skills
require memorization. This is not necessarily something that students enjoy but it
is necessary as they continue through their schooling. In order to practice
memorization, this Multiplication Squares version from games4gains is a perfect

way to have fun at home. (Tip: use a sheet protector and whiteboard markers in
order to reuse the same game board.)

https://pixabay.com/photos/color-school-numbers-cubes-math-450327%/

To download their free game version go to:
https://www.games4gains.com/blog/multiplication-squares-game
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Now, | want to start this post by saying that | am not a parent myself. Although, it
often feels like | am a parent to 19 kids. However, there have been many times that
parents have approached me and asked me what my thoughts were about how to
get their kid to engage in reading at home.

https.//pixabay.com/photos/reading-surprised-children-reading-396 9256/

Often times parents think that their kids need to read a certain type of book or
that they will want to read the books that you read as a child. This is neither right
nor wrong. Reading honestly comes down to strategies and personal preference.
As a child, my mum read to me every night and to her dismay | was never an avid
reader. | had a very hard time focusing and | just couldn't seem to get into any
books. When | was in school | was equally as distracted. Now, this isn't to say that |
never got into reading but | am a type of person who can only read a book when
there is nothing else going on. Some of your kids are going to be like this and that is
absolutely okay. What can help though, is reading along side them or reading
shorter books to give them quick interest. Many kids who struggle with
distractions actually do a lot better when there are illustrations. Sometimes what
the kids are struggling with is really their inability to visualize. So, the most
important part of reading, for kids, especially when they're at home is having them
read something they're interested in. This doesn't have to come in the form of
novels, it certainly can, but it doesn't have to. When reading at home, the students
job is to simply practice and continually be exposed to words. Plain and simple.

Daily scheduled reading time is a MUST. Similar to when kids are in school, if your
child knows that the daily routine is to brush teeth, get ready for bed and then sit
and read with either you or on their own then hopefully, it's not as big of a push
back. This goes back to my personal belief of negotiables and non-negotiables.
Now if your child is struggling with reading then making this time the quality time
you spend together is imperative. Students who struggle with reading will often
avoid it because it's really hard for them. When something is really hard for kids,
they're amazing in finding ways around it. Unfortunately, as kids go through school
reading is an essential part. Almost every subject as kids progress through their



schooling will rely on reading. This isn't to say that it a kid is struggling as a reader
that they won't succeed. However, bare in mind that there's a chance it will just be
that much harder.

#i  Jordan Ridenour on Twitter: "l can't express the importance of reading 20
minutes a day. This chart shows the impact this crucial time has on our students.
Just read. Grab a book

This is for the parents who need to support their child at home and have
absolutely no idea what to do. Please do not be ashamed of this because honestly
teaching reading is not as straight forward as one might think. However, as a
parent, there are 3 simple strategies that | recommend to the parents of my
students. Reading at home can look a lot different depending on your child'’s
teacher and whether they have set up home reading for you. If they have,
fabulous, you're job just got simpler. If your child’s teacher is sending home books
with them then these are generally the books that you are going to want to read
with them first. You can even them, whether they want to read them on their own
first and then with you. There’s lots of options here. However, when a child is
learning to read or struggling to read it is imperative that they have someone
beside them to help them through. Sometimes this roll is more for reassurance
than anything. Kids who struggle with reading often have very low self-esteem
when reading so by having a support system with them it generally makes things
easier if you know what strategies to use.

https://pixabay.com/vectors/domino-games-dominoes-bones-tile-34388/

Here are the three that | recommend to parents:

Tales From QOutside the Classroom provides a great breakdown and some posters
to help understand these strategies. The strategies can be found here:
https://www.talesfromoutsidetheclassroom.com/2012/09/self-monitoring.html

Let me take you through a simple version of how a parent would use these
strategies when reading with their child. Please keep in mind that the golden rule
for picking books that are at an appropriate level is that the child should know all
but 5 words on each page. The following scenario is for when you are reading a
book that fits into this rule.




https.//pixabay.com/vectors/man-looking-words-book-black-29742/
Scenario 1:

Child is reading a hook. They start reading, the parent is listening and looking at
the book with them. The child reads the following sentence “The lion is happy.”
However, instead of saying happy, the child has said excited. You would then refer
to the list. (This does take some practice). When a child replaces a word like this
you would ask them “Does that look right?” Then you can repeat the word for
them “does that look like excited?” This is cuing the child to look at the way the
word is actually spelt. If they say no, then praise them by saying “you're right!”
then you can ask “what does this word start with? and repeat the sound for h".

If the child says yes. Then you can ask "what letter does this word start with? Then
point out that excited starts with a different letter.” Hopefully they recognize that
these words, although the same meaning, are not the same word when spelt. If the
child, after this prompting doesn’'t know what the word is then you simply tell
them. Then you reread the sentence. We don’t want to just give kids the words
because we want them to learn how to correct themselves and recognize words
on their own. In case you're wondering, the reasons we didn't use the other two
strategies of does it sound right? does it make sense? is because your child has
used their prior knowledge to insert a word into the context of the sentence. So by
them saying excited instead of happy, they are actually achieving the other two
strategies.

https://pixabay.com/vectors/ear-earlobe-hear-listen-2029552/
Scenario 2:

Child is reading a book. They start reading, the parent is listening and looking at
the book with them. The child reads the following sentence “The lion is walking in
the grass.” However, instead of saying walking, the child has said water. You would
then ask them, “does that sound right? (and repeat what they said) the lion is water
in the grass?” Most likely, the child will then say no, that is does not make sense. So
we ask them “what does make sense here, the lionis___in the grass” and see if
they can guess based on the context or on the beginning letter of the word what
the word might be. This scenario is exactly why we don’t ask kids to always just
sound it out because walking is not a word that would be easy to sound out. This
is also another place that you could say to the child after they've read it incorrectly
to look at the picture. Again, this is why struggling readers like pictures, because it
gives them clues to the story without relying solely on the words.

@ o
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Scenario 3:

Child is reading a book. They start reading, the parent is listening and looking at
the book with them. The child reads the following sentence “The lion is walking in
the grass towards his friends.” However, instead of saying friends, the child has
said fire. You then ask the child “does that make sense? and repeat what the child
said the lion is walking in the grass towards his fire”. We always want to repeat
what the child said because sometimes they are just guessing and don’t remember
what they said. After you've asked whether it makes sense. They may say no, and
you can then proceed to ask them what the word looks like and what would make
sense. Again, you can prompt them towards the picture or if the word is more
common or simple you could attempt to sound the word out. If the child says, yes
that made sense then you just correct them by saying no, a lion wouldn't walk
towards his fire that doesn't make sense. Let’s try again and see what would make
sense.

https./ipixabay.com/photos/facebook-like-many-lots-mountain-342871%/

Praise:

Children who are learning to read and those who are struggling to read need
praise. But good job isn't specific enough. Saying things like “good job at using the
does it make sense strategy” or “hey, you figured that word out all by yourself tell
me how you did it” are praises that will provide more feedback to the child. We are
not praising them for being better at reading, we're praising them for finding their
mistakes and correcting them because that's what good readers do. It is not
something that they should be ashamed of because mistakes are natural and
they're okay. We just go back and fix it.

FEBRUARY 12,2021 / FNICHOLAS / 0 COMMENTS
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In this section of my website | will be uploading various resources that can be
adapted and used at home. | will explain how to use them and why they are a
stress free option for at home learning or reinforcing concepts learned in the
classroom. This area will focus specifically on gamification and game-based

learning.
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CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT
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In this section | will going over all my classroom management thoughts and

strategies, as well as going over how to implement various things such as stations
into my classroom. These stations consist of using games.

FEBRUARY 28,2021 FNICHOLAS /' 0 COMMENTS

What is Negotiable and Non-Negotiable?

When | talk to other teachers and parents about this concept it is actually very
simple. What are the things that you are willing to let go of and what are the things
you're not. The reason we have expectations and rules within a classroom is so
that students are able to learn, they feel respected, they know the guidelines and
they are able to be safe while learning to make good choices. So for example,
during math stations a negotiable is that when students are finished an activity
they can then make the choice to move to another one. A non-negotiable is that if
students are not completing the math activity then they may miss out on [Pads.
Now, this obviously comes with some factors, in that you have to know why a
student isn't completing work. Could it be that they're distracted? Or that they are
unsure of what to do? In this case, we are not providing consequences but instead
we are finding a way to support them to finish their station. This can come in many
forms such as you help them, an EA helps them, or even another student helps
them. Similarly, when a student is completing their work earlier than the time
you've allotted you need to ask yourself whether the work is challenging enough
for them? The premise is that students should be able to be independent in this
work but this isn't filler work, it needs to have a specific purpose. Another
negotiable is having students work together. Although this time is technically
independent time (unless they're playing games), | think that it is important for
students to learn from one another and to work together. So my negotiable is that
students can absolutely work together but my non-negotiable is that they have to
have their own representation of their learning. This would come in the form of a
morning math sheet where they have worked in their group to complete the sheet
but each has filled out their own sheet with the information.

The reason | choose to think of rules and expectations as negotiables and non-

SEARCH



negotianies IS Decause | KNOw as a Teacner and as a person wnat | am wiiling to let
go of and things | am not. For example, one thing that | am very particular about is
students noise levels. When | have a group of students who are working with me, |
expect and will not negotiate on the other students noise level within the
classroom. My rule is that we keep low volumes and you get 2 warnings about
volume. | explain that this is not because | am trying to be mean but it is a form of
respect. When students are working with me, this is their time to get personalized
help with their skills. So as much fun as it may be to be laughing loudly etc. it is
important for students to learn that they are not the only ones in the classroom.
This is a key factor in building respect within our classroom. | will often let
students know that | am doing an interview with a student which is a hint to them,
that they need to be mindful of their voices because eventually it will be their turn.
When you think about classroom management and stations in a negotiable vs.
non-negotiable way it outlines for you and your students what your expectations
are. A negotiable can even sometimes be that students who are at a lower level in
math or a higher level in math, they can adapt a game to make is more difficult or
simple. That is teaching them to advocate for themselves, to make good choices
and to have their own autonamy.

ES
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I am of the very firm belief that students need to understand that their are
consequences for their actions. Now, many people may disagree with me and
that's okay. However, in my 5 years of teaching and helping in other classrooms, |
have learned that when you teach students that consequences are a natural thing
in life it actually makes them more understanding of the world around them. This
is not a form of punishment but it is a fact of reality. Again, consequences come
down to your negotiables vs. non-negotiables. When your students are clear
what your expectations are and what you are not willing to negotiate with they
will, most of the time, respect those boundaries. It is very important to set
boundaries for your students and thus, they should set boundaries with you. This
is part of building healthy relationships. An example is students who like to hug
you and student who don't. You never force a student to hug you, you can ask if
they want a hug, they can ask you if they can have a hug and if it never comes up,

then you assume that they don't want one. This is them demonstrating for you,
their negotiables and non-negotiables.




https.//pixabay.com/vectors/question-questions-man-head-2519654/

In terms of classroom management, when you have your negotiables and non-
negotiables solidified in your mind and you have shared them with your class
(preferably in a rules anchor chart or some type of visual reminder) you will also
need to determine the consequences when boundaries are crossed or non-
negotiables are broken. Now, there needs to be some wiggle room here. For
example, depending on the time, if my students voices are slightly louder than I'd
like, | would give them a reminder but | am also looking to see if this noise is on
task noise or not on task noise. Again, reminders always come first, then
consequences follow. A consequence during stations could simply go like this.

Astudent is at a literacy center and they are choosing to talk instead of
completing the task. | provide a reminder, possibly provide one more but given
that the stations have shorter time limits | generally give them only one. Then
there are several routes | could take. One could simply be, asking the student to
take their stuff to another table. This gets the student away from the other
student. Another one could be “you chose not to do your work even after |
reminded you. Is there a reason you didn't finish it? (given students respond
determines your action) Often times students might say, | was distracted or | don’t
know. With this answer | would respond with “| understand that you were
distracted, but you didn't get your work done. So please put on some noise
cancelling headphones to help you focus. | need you to complete your work first
and then you may move to your next station when you're done.” | like this
consequence because although my non-negotiable is finishing their work because
there's a purpose to it, | am providing the student with a fair consequence that
meets both our needs. It's simple, when they've done that work that was expected
of them then they can move on to the next one. | am not punishing them or
demeaning them, | am simply giving them a way to meet the expectations | have
set. Other things might be a bit more harsh in that you take away a station that
they simply cannot handle.

https://pixabay.com/photos/key-old-metal-antique-lock-192202/

| think the key when it comes to consequences is that it needs to be fair, it should
reflect the severity of the students actions and it should be something simple
enough that you can enforce on your own. It is also important that when we
provide consequences that we remind the students that they are not bad people
for making a bad decision but that next time to avoid the consequence they need
to be mindful and strategic about getting their work done. I hope that thisis all
making sense. The basic structure of this is to show them the black and white
outlines of what you're expectations are and things that you're simply not willing
to accept. One of my biggest pet peeves and my students know this, is talking over
someone else or calling out. Although this may not be something that other
teachers care about, | think that it is extremely rude to talk while another person
is talking and | simply can’t handle it when students are constantly calling out. |
always take the approach of talking to my students as humans not just kids. They
are capable of amazing things so when | talk about students calling out of turn or
talking over top of people, | tell them how much it annoys me. | tell them that |
grew up with four other siblings that that when they would talk over top of me not



only did it make me angry but it hurt my feelings because | had something
important to say and by them talking over me, they were essentially telling me
that they didn’t care how | felt. | always think that when you explain your
reasoning for your non-negotiables it allows the kids to get to know you as a
person and it gives them some background information on why this bothers you.
Now, this doesn't mean we have to take hours and explain everything. We walk in
a classroom because it’s a safety issue. | tell them | simply don't want them to
crack their head open or break any bones so we walk, simple as that.

It is very important that after you've explained your non-negotiables

or expectations that you actually provide your students with ways to meet them.
Again, this seems like common sense however, the most common two reasons that
| have seen when students aren't meeting these expectations is either because
you, as the teacher, haven't been consistent or you haven't provided them with the
tools in order to meet your expectations. This might sound daunting but it will
save you tons of time and tons of irritation. Majority of students want to make you
happy so give them the ways in which to do this. This can come in a few ways and
it's going to depend on your students.
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Possible Reasons:

» You're not being consistent.
+ Theydon't have the tools.

¢ They need more scaffolding.

Or you're not clear on what you're doing. This is not to put anyone down but
sometimes we as teachers don't like to admit that we may not know what we're
doing. The thing to remember here is to ask yourself what's the purpose of your
expectations or you need to ask for help.
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If you're not being consistent then you either need to choose to be more
consistent or it could be that what you assumed was a non-negotiable actually is a
negotiable. If your students don't have the tools then you need to break it down
for them. We will go with the raising hands example again. If you're students aren't
raising their hands then you need to remind them before you start your activity



that they must raise their hand. Do not allow someone who didn't meet this
expectation to call out and then use their answer. You can give them non-verbal
cues such as putting your finger to your closed lips and raise your hand. IF the
student then corrects themselves and raises their hand to speak, you then can call
on them and say “thank you for raising your hand”. You've now given them the
tools by reminding them at the beginning, non-verbally communicating how to
meet your expectation and you've rewarded them because they've corrected
themselves on their own. A note | want to make here, is that we do not reward
students for meeting expectations because they are in and of themselves
expectations we. However, praise them and celebrate when they meet these
expectations verbally by saying “thank you for ____". But, | am not going to give
out a lollipop because they raised their hand.

https.//pixabay.com/illustrations/list-icon-symbol-paper-sign-flat-2362219/

When you're doing something such as stations or a whole group activity you have
to remember that students have to learn routines first. This means that you have
to break it down for them. If you're doing stations then you need to teach each
station to the whole class and practice first before you start to add in any others or
even learn how to rotate between them. Yes, this takes time but if you're clear and
you've set your expectations and allowed them to practice, then this will go
quicker. If you've got a group of student who really struggle to meet your
expectations then you need to go slower because eventually majority of the group
will fall into routine because it easier and more rewarding than going against the
routine. A phrase | like to use when scaffolding is “If you know, then show me.” This
isreferring to the fact that | have gone over the rules and expectations so many
times and we have practiced so many times that if they know what to do, then
show me that you know what to do. Side note: sometimes students will ask me
why do we have to keep going over the rules? My response is because until you
all show that you know what to do, we have to keep repeating them. This is their
way out, when majority of the class can do it on their own then you will only have a
few outliers and those are the students that you will need to scaffold more for and
provide more toals to.
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This is probably the least favorite of most teachers. Many people believe that
teachers come out of their PDP programs and know everything and are ready to
take on any class. This is the most false myth | have encountered. This isn't to say
that no teachers are ready, it's honestly different between everyone. But most of
teachers | have mentored, struggle in their first year or two. Please understand
that this is so common and nothing to be ashamed of. In fact, use this as you're way
of being a sponge to other teachers. It sounds silly, but we really have to be life
long learners because classes always change, curriculum changes, assessment
changes, our profession is one that is always changing so you either keep up and
be a sponge or you continue to struggle. So, if you are struggling, reach out to
someone in your school and ask them if they can come in and observe you. Or ask
them, “what do you dowhen _ happens?” You may not agree with what they do
but you now have an idea of where to start. When you have a teacher observe you,
they will pick up on many things and this is not to bring you down but it could very
well be the fact that your not being consistent or that your kids don't actually
know what to do during stations. This is a great way of figuring out why (if you
don't know) you're kids aren't able to be independent. If possible you could also go
into another teachers classroom and observe them and see how they implement
the skill that you're struggling with.

Final Thoughts:

If you've stuck through this post with me | appreciate and | hope that it helps.
Classroom management is not easy, but the more you practice the better you'll
get. | understand that at the beginning of your career, it's hard. | am still at the
beginning and still learning every day. | always ask for help and | always see what
others are doing. This doesn’t mean that | do what everyone else does and you
don't have to do what | do. However, | do think that when it comes to classroom
management many people feel overwhelmed so the simpler you can make it
hopefully the more successful you will be. In my first year, | went over rules so
many times, not just for the kids, but for myself because there are SO many things
to remember.
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THEORY AROUND PLAY

The theory of play has been explored by many different people with varying jobs.
For example, physiologists such as Vygotsky and Piaget suggested views around
play that focus on different perspectives. To put it simply, Vygotsky suggested that
play is where social-emotional learning takes place. Thus, when children play they
are learning how to self-regulate. Of course, this requires varying degrees of
guidance from the parent, teacher or role model. Piaget, suggested that there are
various types of play that are important throughout a child’s life in order to
develop appropriate skills for their age.

https://pixabay.com/photos/child-tower-
building-blocks-blocks-1864718/

Within education, educators are continuously seeking way to engage their
students in learning based activities. Game-based learning is when an educator
uses games in order to teach or reinforce educational content such as using
tablet-based games to teach kids mathematical equations. Gamification is defined
by Nand et al. (2019) in their paper Engaging children with educational content via
Gamification “the application of game mechanisms in non-gaming environments
with the objective of enhancing user experience” (p. 1) In other words, when an
educator teaches a concept through the use of a game such as teaching literacy by
using a game. These terms are interchangeable in the sense that they both have
the same purpose and use the same methods. However, they can differ in that
game-based learning can be a more independent learning or small group
experience. Whereas, gamification which can be independent, small group or
whole group learning experiences. Engagement within education is defined as the
degree to which a student is focused, curious and interested in their learning task.
The degree of engagement is essential for motivation and progression of learning.

This research is based upon Piaget's Constructivist theory on play. Piaget suggests
that there are 4 stages within a child’s cognitive development through the use of



play. Play is highlighted as an important role within each of the stages, although
the type and focus of the play differ throughout the development of the child.
Piaget suggests that the richer the play within a child's development the better
their schema will be. My research focuses on the ladder 3 stages being
Preoperational stage, Concrete operational stage and the Formal operational
stage.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lhcgYgx7aAA

The preoperational stage focuses on a child development from the ages 2 - 7.
Throughout this stage children are engaging in pretend play that derives from
their experience and imagination. Within the Preoperational stages there are also
sub stages being the Symbolic function sub-stage and the Intuitive thought sub-
stage. The symbolic function sub-stage is when children between the ages of 2-4
are representing their environment and the important people in their life in
various ways. The intuitive thought sub-stage is between the ages of 4 -7 when
children are asking a lot of questions. This stage is where children establish
reasoning and building schemas that are contextualized to their world experience.
Throughout the preoperational stage children are using imaginative play to
understand their environment and social situations within their own contexts.

The concrete operational stage occurs during the ages of 11 through pre-
adolescence. This stage is where children use logic to build their schema and
identify their own thoughts in comparison to others. They become less egocentric
and start to interpret and change their schema based on their various experiences.

Finally, the Formal operational stage is from ages 11 to adulthood where children
logically explain their experiences and their abstract reasoning that continues to
form their schemas for the rest of their life. Within this stage they are able to
understand their own thought processes. Throughout these stages of cognitive
development children engage in play that aids them in understanding their world
and their place within it. Within these experiences of play children start to develop
skills in which they learn how interact with others in an appropriate manner based
on the situation. They develop the understanding of how actions effect others and
themselves within varying circumstances. It is seen how play is an important part
of a children's cognitive development. Thus, as educators it is imperative that the
appropriate play stimuli and environment is provided to children in order for them
to progress through these developmental stages.

@ Plaget’s Tiieory of Sognitive Developiment
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Watch on (£ YouTube

https://wwwyoutube.com/watch?v=EYbCE ludazw
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