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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

In the beginning there was no corruption but Adam got greedy, abused his position of
privilege by going for the apple and things have gone downhill ever since. Corruption is
now an inescapable reality of modern life.

Purpose of this Book

No Canadian law school (prior to UVic Law in September, 2015) had a course on global
corruption, and relatively few law schools around the world have such a course. This book
has been specifically created to make it easier for professors to offer a law school course on
global corruption. This book is issued under a creative commons license and can be used for
free in whole or in part for non-commercial purposes. The first chapter sets out the general
context of global corruption: its nature and extent, and some views on its historical, social,
economic and political dimensions. Each subsequent chapter sets out international
standards and requirements in respect to combating corruption — mainly in the UN
Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC) and the OECD Bribery of Foreign Officials
Convention (OECD Convention). The laws of the United States and United Kingdom are
then set out as examples of how those Convention standards and requirements are met in
two influential jurisdictions. Finally, the law of Canada is set out. Thus, a professor from
Africa, Australia, New Zealand or English speaking countries in Asia and Europe has a
nearly complete coursebook — for example, that professor can delete the Canadian sections
of this book and insert the law and practices of his or her home country in their place.

While primarily directed to a law school course on global corruption, I expect that this
coursebook, or parts of it, will be of interest and use to professors teaching courses on
corruption from other academic disciplines and to lawyers and other anti-corruption
practitioners.

Genesis of this Book

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is responsible for promoting the
adoption of and compliance with UNCAC. Chapter II of UNCAC is focused on Prevention
of Corruption. Educating the lawyers, public officials and business persons of tomorrow on
anti-corruption laws and strategies is one preventative strategy. Recognizing this, the
UNODC set up an Anti-Corruption Academic Initiative (ACAD) to promote the teaching of
corruption in academic institutions by collecting and distributing materials on corruption.
As a member of the ACAD team, this coursebook is my contribution to that worthy goal.

Where to Next

As a first edition, there is room for improvement in this book. I hope to update and repost
this book annually. In future editions, I would like, for example,

e to provide an index
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e to expand chapter 8 on the “Role of Lawyers in Advising Business Clients on
Corruption and Anti-Corruption Issues”

e toinclude a chapter on corruption and political parties and campaign financing

e and perhaps to add a few chapters on corruption in specific business sectors such as
extractive industries, infra-structure projects etc.

I would be very pleased to hear from users of this book especially in regard to the inevitable
errors and omissions that I have made in trying to describe and comment on the vast field
of global corruption under UNCAC and the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention, and the laws
of United States, United Kingdom and Canada.

Finally, I would like to thank the many NGOs and government agencies that have produced
an incredible volume of excellent studies and reports on corruption/anti-corruption issues
and for making those studies and reports, many of which are used in this book, publicly
available.

Gerry Ferguson
September 2015
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