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The Experience of Health Professional Students and their Educators Learning to 
Work in Intra-Professional Teams: A Joanna Briggs Institute (JBI) Qualitative 

Systematic Review

JBI is a world-wide collaboration of
researchers, practitioners, and health care
leaders who are interested in having the
best available evidence influence health
care decisions at the point of care.

The purpose is to conduct a qualitative review that will explore pre-licensure health professional student and 
educator experiences learning intra-professional practice, and add the review (findings and recommendations) 
to the JBI data base for world-wide access and dissemination. 

Why?
• nursing education and practice involves providing care to individuals, families, 

and communities on multiple system levels throughout the world. 
• professional relationship can impact both education and practice areas
• more research is needed to explore the intra-professional relationships between categories of 

care-providers within an individual profession

The reason for my interest in this specific area of research, was the direct connection I had to this
topic and the perspective I was bringing forward. Currently, I am a Bachelor of Science of
Nursing Student completing my final year of the degree program. I am also an LPN working to
full scope at the Royal Jubilee hospital. This has allowed me to experience first-hand the
interactions and collaborations that occur between LPN’sand RN’s within many different settings.
Also, I felt that this was a relevant topic of focus when considering future University of Victoria
nursing student’s experiences, as the program provides instruction on both academic and practice
levels including direction about intra-disciplinary communication for both RN’s and LPN’s.
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This i nfo rma tion is a u nder gradua te s tude nt’s
perspective an d wo rk do ne sur roun ding the
Qualitati ve Sys te matic Review Stud y: The
experiences o f pre -licensu re or pre -regis t ratio n
health pro fess ional s tuden ts and their educat ors
in wor king w ith in tra -pr ofess ional tea ms: A
qualitati ve sys tematic rev iew conducte d by
Diane Butche r RN MN P hD(c ) and sup por ted
by Dr. Karen MacKinnon.

Inclus ion Criteria
Types  of par ticipants: Pre-licensure s tudents and educators , focusing on regulated health 
profess ions  which have more than one point of entry into practice.

Phenomena of interest: Experiences  of intra-profess ional team learning or teaching within 
various  entry-to-practice categories  of a particular health-related discipline.

Types  of s tudies: The review cons idered qualitative studies , including but not limited to designs 
such as  phenomenology, grounded theory, ethnography and action research.

Types  of outcomes: The outcomes  are in the form of synthesized findings  pertaining to 
experiences  of pre-licensure health care students and educators  with intra-professional teams.

Search Strategy:

The following databases  were used to search for applicable published studies : CINAHL, Health 
Source: Nurs ing/Academic Edition, ERIC, Medline (Pubmed), TRIP, Web of Science, PsycInfo 

Assessment of Methodological Quality:

This was done by having the selected papers reviewed by two independent reviewers for
methodological validity before including the s tudies in the Sys tematic Review. Specifically, a
s tandardized critical appraisal ins trument was used provided by JBI and known as the Qualitative
AssessmentandReview Ins trument (JBI-QARI). Finally, anydisputes surroundingviewof the papers
were given the option of being solved through discussionor with support from athird reviewer.

Data Extraction:

This process was done by the primary reviewer,as this review is part of her dissertation work. This
involved collection of data and illus trationsand entering them into theJBI-QARI tool. The focus of
the extractionwas to include specificdetails surrounding thephenomena of interes t, population,s tudy
methods , and specific objectives.

Data Synthes is :

The findings were presented in narrative formandwere developed to inform evidence-based practice.
This occurred by assembling findings according to quality and grouping, or categorizing, them by
s imilarity in meaning.Thenthese groupswere met-synthesised to formthe final synthes ized results.

This academic project was an incredible 
opportunity, where knowledge and skill in 
academic inquiry was challenged. It provided:

• exposure to strong relationships between 
academia, research, practice, and policy 
partners. 

• understanding of how the research review 
approach supports evidence informed practice 
and contributes to knowledge translation. 

• learning about the process of developing and 
conducting a systematic review with the focus 
on intra-professional collaborative 
relationships. 

• learning about how to search for relevant and 
useful research studies within a collaborative 
team setting. 

• learning about how to facilitate the review 
process of research papers. 

-Ex periences: qua litative research  (can be a mixed  su rvey, conten t an alysis)—find in gs (ex. some quotes 
fro m p articip an ts)

-Pre-licensure hea lth  professio nal student: (entry to  p ractice)---first p rofession al d egree

• d eg ree, o n e year d ip lo ma---no health  aid  certificate 

• p ro g ram with multip le points of  entry :  e.g . den tal assistan t, hyg ienists & den tists

• lead in g  to  licensing exa m making  them a reg ulated pro fession

• ex clu d e: p rofessio nals ex pan ding  sco pe/co ntin uing  p ractice co urses ex . RN stud ying to go  into ER 
sp ecialty  o r an y post deg ree/d iploma specialization  

• ex clu d e: stu den t 1st y r – stud ent 2ndy r interaction  (o ne prog ram) o r stud ent RN- RN

Ex amp le: d en tistry, n ursing, medicine, nu rsin g,  occu pation al therap y, pharmacy , p hysiotherap y, social 
wo rk

-Student a nd Educa to r: lo oks at ex perien ces of lea rning for eith er o r b oth

-Intra -pro fessio na l tea m/Co lla bora tive: e.g . LPN-RN-RPN (within ONE discipline) 

-Simila r to  the Canadia n Educational Co ntext: Canad a, USA, Au stralia, Great Britain , New Zealand and 
No rd ic co u ntries: Den mark, Finland , Swed en , Iceland , an d Norway

-Eng lish  Language: ta lly (n ot translate) pap ers using other lang uag es

Student Screening and 
Review Tool

Method

Used wi t h per m i ss i on by Uvi c Phot os  Ser vi ces . 

Used	 wit h	 perm iss ion	 by	 Diane	 But cher ,	 RN,	 MN,	 PhD( c) . 	Ret r ieved	 f r om : 	Moher 	D,	 Liber at i	 A,	 Tet z laf f 	J ,	 Altm an	 DG,	 The	
PRI SMA	 Gr oup	 ( 2009) . 	Pr ef er r ed	Repor t ing	 I t em s 	f or 	Syst em at ic	Reviews 	 and	 Met a- Analyses : 	The	 PRI SMA	 St at em ent . 	PLoS	
Med	 6( 6) : 	e1000097. 	doi: 10. 1371/ jour nal. pm ed100009


