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Frontispiece

The ancient acropolis of Plataiai from the northeast.
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Abstract

Plataiai is most remembered for the battle of 479 B.C.
where victorious Greeks began a process of reversing the en-
croachment of eastern arms and ideology on to European soil,
and for the Games of Freedom which were at that time insti-
tuted at Plataiai and have survived as a reminder of the
process and its continued impact and validity. The impor-
tance of the city and her territory is extensively docu-
mented in the works of the ancient Greek historians -- so
much so that Herodotos devoted more attention to events in
the Plataian region than in any other, while after him
Thoukydides came little short of the same intensity. None-
theless, the historical fame accorded her by the two major
historians is but a part of Plataiai's history, a part which
in isolation from the whole, proffers a false impression of
a constantly democratic city continuously struggling against
the malevolence of neighbouring Thebai and habitually nur-
tured by the patronage of Athenai. The purpose, then, of
confining that impression within the context of her entire
history, and thereby exposing the %allacy, guides the present
history.

The historical introduction complements the subsequent
topographical survey, in forming a unity wherein the former
elucidates the latter and vice versa. The survey, accom-
panied by maps and plates, guides the reader through the

region and its residua, while constantly relating the visual



iid,
to the historical. The city site and walls, better preserved
than is the case for most ancient Boiotian settlements, are
compared in their present condition and location with the
findings of the American excavations of the previous century.
The comparison has prompted a reappraisal and consequent
divergence from the urban circuit formerly reported, with
the further result that revisions regarding the physical
size and situation of the city through various periods from
the sixth century B.C. to the fifteenth century A.D. are
proposed. In the greater region beyond the ancient city
and modern town, ruins and sherd concentrations are connected
with the names of historically known habitations with speci-
fic elaboration on the identification and location of the
ancient settlements of Hysiai, Erythrai, Skarphe and Skolos.
The process of identification, however, 1is not restricted to
a sole concern with demographic shifts within the region,
but is extended to a consideration of various regional fea-
tures which may be associated with the Plataian record with-
in a time span which stretches for more than three millennia
from the legendary to the historical. Some of the topo-
graphical study evaluates those identifications of previous
scholarship which have continued to be questioned; some of
the research involves itself with interpretations and material
which is presented for the first time. The ultimate goal
has been to offer a connection between event and place, when-
ever there is sufficient topographical and historical re-

ference to do so.
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Historz

Doxies

The earth also was corrupt before Zeﬁsl, and the earth
was filled with violence.

And Zeus said unto Deukalion: The end of all flesh is
come before me; for Hellés is filled with violence through
them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

And Zeus said unto Deukalion: Come thou and thy wife
into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in
this generation.

And Deukalion did according unto all that Zeus commanded
him.

And it came to pass after nine days that the waters of
the flood were full upon the earth.

And the waters prevailed and were increased greatly upon
the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters;
and all the high hills that were under the whole heaven were
covered; and the mountains were covered and Boiotia was
submerged.

And Zeus remembered Deukalion and the waters abated.

And the ark rested upon the mountains of Parnassés and,
as the flood subsided and thé plain first appeared, the good
order in the atmosphere and the calm were the concord and
reconciliation of the gods.

And below Parnassos by Boiotian Alalkomenai the first
plant rose from the earth, and it was the oak and it provided

food; for it yet bore the acorn and there was honey from the



bees.4

And they knew their preservation would endure.

And Deukalion and his wife offered burnt sacrifice upon
an altar and asked how the race of man might be restored.

And Zeus blessed them and said unto them: "Put the bones
of your mother behind and be fruitful and multiply and re-
plenish the earth."

And Deukalion begat Héllen; and Hellen begat Afolos,
the founder of the Aiolian race; and Aiolos begat Krethels;
and he begat Amythé&on; and he begat Mel&mpous; and Melampous
begat Abas; and he begat Koiranos; and he begat Polyidos and
Polyidos founded a city and the city was called Plataiai.6

And the city was near a great lake called Kopals; for
not all the waters subsided; and the people of the city took
to the water in boats and from the flat of their oars they
were called Plataians.7

And the city grew and was home to great kings and heroes;
for King Kithairdén was in harmony with Zeus; and Kithairon
begat Asopbds, who was in his turn king and to Asopos were born
daughters; and of these, two were called Oéréé8 and Plataia.9

And to the city of Plataiai Zeus took Héra where she
became his wife and their union was the concord of the sky
and earth.lo

For while Hera was still a girl, having been brought up
in Euboia, she was kidnapped by Zeus and transported to the
Plataian region where she was concealed in a shaded nook which
Kithairon provided and which formed a natural marriage-chamber.

Makris, Hera's nurse, came to look for her but was prevented



from interfering or approaching the marriage-chamber by a
tale that Zeus was sleeping and dallying with Léto there.
So Makris went away and thus Hera escaped discovery. Later,
when the marriage of Hera and Zeus became public and their
association was brought to light -- which first happened on
Mount Kithairon and at Plataiai -- she was named Teletla
(full-grown, consummate) and yapfiiLog (nuptial).ll

But Hera had a falling out with Zeus, as marital partners
will, and would no longer consort with him but hid herself on
Mount Kithairon. Zeus wandered around looking for her and
fell in with Alalkomene@s near the oak-gove of Alalkomenai.
He instructed Zeus to trick Hera by a pretence of marrying
someone else, namely Plataia, daughter of King Asopos.12
There, Alalkomeneus assisted him in secretly felling an oak-
tree, which they shaped and dressed like a bride, giving it
the name of Daidé&le. When the preparations were made the
wedding-song rang out and the nymphs of the River Triton
which flows into Lake Kopais brought the water for the bridal
bath and Boiotia provided pipes and revelry. As all this
went on, Hera could suffer it no longer but came down from
Kithairon with a retinue of women from Plataiai and ran in
anger and jealousy to confront Zeus and Plataia. When the
counterfeit was exposed she reconciled herself to Zeus and
herself led the bridal procession with joy and laughter. She
gave honour to the wooden image by naming the festival Daidala
but for all that, she burnt up the image, lifeless though it

i

was, in her jealousy.

So the Plataians then held the Festival of the Daidala



every four years14 to commemorate the marriage of Zeus and
Hera, and Hera became the focus of daily Plataian worship.15
Before each quadrennial celebration, the Plataians would go
to the oak—-grove near Alalkomenai where the trunks of the
oak were the largest in Boiotia. There in the growe they
laid out portions of boiled flesh and kept a strict watch
over the crows which flocked to the meat. They carefully
noted the tree whereon settled the first crow to take the
meat. They then cut down that tree and made of the trunk a
wooden image which they called the daidalon.l6 About this
image centered the quadrennial celebrations of the Little
Daidala, and this the Plataians celebrated alone.

But every sixty years all Boiotia joined in the fes-
tivities and the fourteen images which accrued from the
guadrennial celebrations and were distributed by lot among
Boiotian cities and towns, then formed the centre of a wider
celebration -- the Great Daidala. The images were brought
to the River Asopos. Bridesmaids chosen for the festival
were seated beside the various images in carts. The cities
and towns cast lots for position in the procession and then
began to drive the wagons from the river up to the summit
of Kithairon where an altar was prepared from quadrangular
pieces of wood joined as stones in a building. Upon the
altar brushwood was spread and on this a cow was set for Hera
and a bull for Zeus. The victims were filled with wine and
incense17 and were cleaned of their gall bladders so that
bile would have no part in a festival of marriage.l8 Such

offerings were to be sacrificed severally by the magistrates



of the various cities and towns but people of wealth sacri-
ficed, in addition, whatever they wished and even the less
wealthy might sacrifice a smaller animal. The altar was
heaped up with the fourteen daidala as well and when set
afire, images, victims and altar alike were consumed in a
conflagration whose smoke could be seen from as far away as
Athénai.19

But King Asopos had yet another daughter and she was
called Antiépe.2o And Zeus had a connection with her more
consummate than was the case with her sister Plataia. The
union gave seed to the twins Amphion and Zéthos, but per-
turbed Antiope's lawful Theban husband Lykos. Consequently,
Antiope fled and the twins were born on Kithairon and not
knowing their true descent grew up there among Plataian
shepherds. There in the mountains Amphion practised song and
music with his lyre while Zethos spent his time in hunting
and tending the flocks. Meanwhile Lykos married Dirke. But
when the twins learned of their origin they went against
Thébai and Lykos who had disclaimed their mother, and after
taking the city vindicated Antiope by killing Lykos and Dirke.
The corpse of Dirke they threw into a well.

But the involvement of Zeus with Antiope, the sister of
Plataia, happened after the death of Aktaion and Penthels,
who were also descended from Deukalion. For Aiolos, grandson
of Deukalion, begat not only Kretheus but also Athéamas who
fell in love with Iné, sister of Autonbde and Agaué, all
daughters of Kadmos, the founder of Thebai. It was Autonoe

who was mother of Aktaion and Agaue who was mother of Pentheus.



And both sons ended life on Kithairon near Plataiai.

For it was Aktaion, who, trained in the art of hunting
by the centaur Cheiron, met his end some time before his
cousin Pentheus near the same Spring of Artemis.21 Aktaion
and his companions, wearied by the chase, sought rest and
refreshment from the hunt and the midday heat. To the spring
where Artemis often bathed came Aktaion alone and he gazed
upon the nakedness of the goddess. And Artemis at such pro-
vocation transformed him into a stag though he retained the
mind of man. He hesitated in the pain of realization and
human tears ran down over a stag's cheek until his own dogs
gave him chase and all the while his companions urged them
on to the attack and kill until the Aktaion-stag was torn to
pieces.

There too, Pentheus later got upon a tree to witness in
secret the frenzied revelry of the mainéddes. But the women
discovered him and he himself was torn to pieces, but by his
own mother Agaue and his aunts Ino and Autonoe who believed
him to be a wild beast.23 For his cousin Diénysos clouded
their minds with the power of wine and urged them on to kill.24

But Menoikels was the grandson of Pentheus and father of
Kréon and Iokéaste, and Iokaste was mother and wife to Oidipous
who at his birth was pierced through the ankles with goads and
exposed to die on Mount Kithairon in Plataian territory. But
Oidipous survived and grew to manhood to strike down his
father L&ios, King of Thebai, and it was King Damasistratos of
Plataiai who discovered the body and buried it.25

But Kreon also begat a son, also named Menoikeus, and it



was his generation which saw the seven Argives march against
Thebai. For Oidipous' own son Polyneikes, banished from
Thebai by King Kreon, was accompanied by TydeGs on that cam-
paign. And it was Tydeus who alone first went against Thebai
while his Achaian companions waited at the Asopos.26 Tydeus
and all but Adrastos were killed on that expedition, but
Tydeus' son Diomédes performed heroic deeds not only in taking
Thebai ten years later but also as King of Argos and leader

in the war against Troia.

Léitos was yet another hero at Troia. For Zeus earlier
begat Tantalos, who begat Pélops, who begat Aléktor, who was
the father of Leitos. And to Troia Leitos led the Plataians27
but was the only one of the Boiotian chiefs to return home
where he later died and was entombed in the Plataian city.

These were the primordial gods, heroes and kings of
Plataiai, but others there were to mould the Plataian mind --
Pan; Deméter and Persephbne; Athené;29 Androkrétes;

LeGkon, son of Poseidbén and father of Erythras;30 Peisandros;
Damokrates; Hypsion; Moscheina31 and the Sphragitic Nymphs.
For there was a cave near Plataiai where there was an oracle,
and many Plataians were possessed of the oracular power and
were called the nymph—possessed.32

The story of Plataiai reaches back into the Homeric and
pre-Mykenaian periods and further back to the age of neolithic
man. Finds of obsidian33 as well as pre-Mykenaian and
Mykenaian sherds support the possibilities, if not the facts,
of a pre-history that could be traced to the legend of

Deukalion. It would seem that the first inhabitants of the
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settlement at Plataiai were indigenous to the land34 and that
only later did they come under the sway of the Boiotians and
in particular the Thebans,35 though one could hardly say
wholly under their sway in view of the resistance to Thebai
so characteristic of Plataiai's history. But that Plataiai
had some early peaceful association with the rest of Boiotia
and Thebai as well seems evident from the fact of the encom-
passing Boiotian inter-city involvement in the celebration
of the Great Daidala; and such an association would suggest
that the original Plataians at some time after the founding
of Thebai (which on genealogical observation did not precede
the founding of Plataiai) became "Boiotized", whether by the
natural process of inter-marriage or by conquest, and
"Thebanized" to such a degree that Thebai could later claim
that they themselves had some part in the settling thbugh not
the founding of the Plataian city.36 Nonetheless, whatever
the ethnic origin of the settlement, it is clear that the
Plataiai of the Homeric saga37 was so fully associated with
all Boiotia that it was indeed considered Boiotian.38

It may be argued whether in any period of her history
Plataiai was truly ethnically or spiritually Ionic39 or
Doric40 or in later terms of reference truly Attic-oriented
or Boiotian-oriented. 1Indeed, a great deal of the material
and confusion in such an argument may stem from the simple
fact of her size and geographic location. A smaller Plataiai
caught between a usually greater Thebai and an always greater
Athenai would have of necessity opened her doors to the

eminent power of any particular age, a policy which in fact



she often used. She was not in a position to isolate the
ethnic integrity of her citizens, though she may have often
wished to. Her situation alone demanded a fragile balance
between major powers which required her to play one against
the other. Her prosperity and survival have often depended
upon such tactics. Finding herself caught at the fulcrum of
the power scales, she decided early in her history that
Athenai rather than neighbouring Thebai or distant Spéarta
was her surest support, and history has proven the wisdom of
her choice. It is largely then in her adaptation to the
vicissitudes of Atheno-Theban relationships that Plataian

history is forged.
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Doxies: Notes

1.

10.

1l.

12,

The genealogies which follow have been compiled from the
relevant entries in W. Smith, ed., A New Classical Dic-
tionary of Greek and Roman Biography, Mythology and Geo-
graphy (New York 1881l). Accents and diacritics affixed
to names throughout the entire text have been shown at
first occurrence only. When a name is better identified
as Modern Greek rather than Ancient it has been transli-
terated as if ancient but accompanied by diacritic dots
where necessary as an aid to pronunciation. Consequently,
in the transliterations of Modern Greek names the pro-
nunciation of B and b =English "v", Ch and ¢h = gutteral
"h", D and 4 = "th" as in_"this", G and § = consonantal
"y", A and h are silent, Mp = "b", mp = "mb", Nt = "g",

nt = "nd", Tz and tz = "j" while_i = "e", o = "o", y_=

" 11 5 ai = z\é" ; au = n avll ; ei = llell ; eu = Ilgvll " O e lloll

and oi = "e". E and e are not distinguished in the trans-
literations as to quantity although the shorter quantity
is more usual.

M IrhN

PloGtarchos, "On the Festival of Images at Plataiai,"”
Moralia frg.157.7. Throughout the entire text and notes
all translations (and adaptations) of the ancient Greek
authors are those of the Loeb (Classical Library unless
otherwise noted.

Idem.

Idem.

Idem.

Etymologicum Magnum S.V. Bouxepal¢. Because of the cor-
rupt state of the text there is much confusion as to
whether Polyidos or P&lybos might be considered founder.
H. Soulé, The Cults of Plataea and the Daedala (University
of California 1941) 96-98, has preferred the former.
Strabo, 9.2.17.

Her6dotos, 9.51.

Pausanias, 9.1.1f.

Ploutarchos, 157.7.

Ploutarchos, 157.2-3. Hera was also worshipped under
the epithets of vupgevopévnand xibaipbvia, for a dis-
cussion of which see Soulé, 43, where he also has hypo-
thesized convincingly that Hera was adored in her four

attributes in one and the same temple.

The variation of the tale is largely that of Ploutarchos



13.

14.

15,

16

17.

18.

19.

20

2],

224

235

24.

25.

26

1k,

while the mention of Plataia is found in Pausanias, 9.3.
1-2.

Ploutarchos, 157.6.

Pausanias, 9.3.3, records "every six years ... but really
at a shorter interval." Soulé, 36, has inferred that

the celebration may have been held when the "new-moon

was visible in the zodiacal sign of Taurus" and has

argued persuasively for an interval of four years be-
tween each of the lesser festivals.

Much may be conjectured regarding the meaning of the cult
epithets and the cult of Hera itself but as Soulé, 23,
has stated, Hera's "significance for most of her worship-
pers was that she was goddess of wedlock and protected
the lives of women insofar as wedlock was concerned. In
consequence, she was also goddess of childbirth and
'kourotréphos' and in general watched over the sex-life
of woman."

Pausanias, 9.3.4.
Pausanias, 9.3.7-8.
Ploutarchos, "Advice to Bride and Groom," Moralia 141f.

Pausanias, 9.3.8: Meylotnv 6& Tabtmv ¢Abya nal Ex
paxpotdtov cbOvontov oiba &pbeloav. The summit of Kithai-
ron can be seen from Athenai. Since the festival was
still celebrated in Pausanias' time (second century A.D.)
it would seem to have endured most probably along with
every other Plataian pagan festival until the recorded
surge of Christianity in the region in the following
century.

Hbmeros, Odyssey 11.260. Antiope's parentage has alter-
nately been given by Smith as NykteGs.

Euripides, Bacchae 1043ff. and 1290f.

The best known version is that of Ovidius, Metamorphoses
3.193fF.

The allusion is perhaps to the Kithairon Lion for which
see Smith s.v. Alcathous.

Euripides, Bacchae 660ff. The tale is the origin of the
cult and trieteric festival of Dionysos according to
Diédoros of Sicily, 4.3.2, a festival which was also
celebrated on Kithairon.

Pausanias, 10.5.3-4.

Homeros, Iliad 4.372ff.



27.
28

29,

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

351,
36.

37

38.

39

40.

12

Homeros, Iliad 2.494.
Pausanias, 9.4.3.

Athena has no prevalent position in Plataian religion
until after the battle at Marathon (490 B.C.).

Soulé, 97, has also considered Erythras as the founder
of Plataiai's ancient neighbour Erythrai.

F. Tarbell and J. Rolfe, "Discoveries at Plataia in

1889. Inscriptions from Plataia," PASCSA (= AJA 6 [1890]
109), have reported an inscription found at Byzantine
Church I on the ancient city plateau and dedicated to
this heroine.

Ploutarchos, Aristeides 11.4. The Aiantid tribe of
Attika sacrificed regularly after the battle of Plataiai
and Erythrai (479 B.C.) to the Sphragitic Nymphs, for
which see also 19.4.

E. Kirsten in Pauly's Realencyclopadie der classischen
Altertumswissenschaft s.v. "Plataiai" in Band 22.2,
column 2282 (Stuttgart, revised 1950). J.-P. Michaud,
BCH 95 (1971) 932, has also reported evidence of a pre-
historic community on a low hill in the western extre-
mity of the Plataian plain.

Pausanias, 9.1.2. U. von Wilamowitz-Moellendorff,
"Oropos und die Graer," Hermes 21 (1886) 112, has con-
tended that the Plataians were not originally Boiotians.
R. Buck, "The Aeolic Dialect in Boeotia," CP 63 (1968)
280, also believed that "the inhabitants expelled by

the Boi.wtol also spoke a form of Ionic." The inhabi-
tants who first settled the ancient city plateau at
Plataiai would then seem to be Ionians, as well as their
Erythraian neighbours who founded Ionian Erythrai after
having first settled near Plataiai. Soulé, 55, has
linked Boiotian (but Ionian speaking) Erythrai with
Ionian Erythrai in noting that Hera Teleia was worshipped
at the latter.

Thoukydides, 3.61.2.

Idem.

R. Buck, 278, has maintained that "there is no good
ground for the presence of Bo.wtol in Boiotia before the
Trojan War."

Homeros, Iliad 2.504.

Cf. Kirsten, 2284.

The earliest temple remains in the region are of the



13.

Doric order, though obviously that fact is hardly suf-
ficient to consider the Plataians as Dorians rather
than Ionians.



14.

Nexus, submission and usury

Nexus

By the end of the sixth century before Christl Plataiai's
autonomy was being so severely challenged by Thebai that its
citizens found themselves ready to accept any force which
would ward off the Theban interference. Under such circum-
stances they first applied to Sparta and King Kleoménes for
relief and protection but their request was declined. In
consequence, they applied to Athenai. When the Athenians
were sacrificing to the twelve gods Plataians came as sup-
pliants rather than equals and seated themselves by the altar
in the Athenian agora3 and begged Athenian aid in their
struggle against Theban domination. The Athenians, most
likely motivated by a selfish wish to expand their influence
and their territory, and a desire to control the strategi-
cally vital western Kithaironian passes, accepted their
petition. But when Thebai discovered the course of action
which the Plataians had taken they sent out their army
against Plataiai, whereupon the Athenians came to defend the
small city and the alliance only just concluded. When bat-
tle was imminent it was only through the intermediary action
of the Korinthians that a reconciliation was reached and a
Thebo-Plataian boundary was drawn up with the condition that
the Thebans should no longer coerce Boiotians into any in-
voluntary Boiotian union. Nonetheless, it seems that Thebai
had no intention of subjecting herself to such a unilateral

decision, and when the Athenians withdrew their forces to-
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wards Athenai the Thebans attacked them, though they suffered
defeat in the fray. The Athenians then assigned a frontier
beyond that which the Korinthians had set. For the Korin-
thians had arbitrated that the boundary should be somewhere
south of the Asopos, whereas the Athenians after victory made
the frontier the Asopos itself between Thebai and the two
settlements of Plataiai and Hysiai.4 For the moment Plataiai
had gained from her new alliance; and as far as Athenai was
concerned, she had effectively separated Boiotia from Mégara
and the Pelopbnnesos. As far as the southern non-Attic
states were concerned, Plataiai had geographically been the
entrance to Boiotia and the northern states, and Athenai had
closed the door.

The alliance continued during the next generation, but
any designs that Athenai may have entertained on central
Greece were temporarily delayed. Barbarian hordes were mil-
ling over parts of Hellas and for the eleven years5 that
Greece was their reluctant intermittent host Athenai had to
transform her schemes and dreams of power into mere survival.
Oon the green and fertile plain of Marathén6 the Athenians
joined with their allies, the Plataians, to be the first of
all Greeks to oppose on Greek soil and ultimately defeat the
greater numbers of the eastern forces. For the full levy of
Plataian arms7 -—- one thousand men8 —— in their turn came to
the aid of the Athenians in the interest of their allies and
of all Greece. The Plataians took position on the left wing9
and being victorious closed with the Athenian right to aid

those who had allowed the centre to break, until total
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victory followed and they pursued the barbarians, all the
while cutting them down, until they had reached the sea
where they laid hands on enemy ships and set them afire.10
And in thanks for the assistance which the Athenians received
from the Plataians there, on the occasions of the Great
Panaﬂnenaia,ll the herald would thereafter pray that all
blessings would be granted not only to Athenians but to
Plataians as well.l2 And immediately after the struggle at
Marathon the Athenians heaped up a tumulus to bury their
fallen but allowed one other mound to be heaped up apart to
receive together the corpses of slaves13 and the sacrificed
Boiotian Plataians themselves.14 Such were the Athenian
gestumres of gratitude.

After the retreat of the surviving barbarians from
Marathon, Plataiai during the next ten years saw a post-war
period in which the sensation of victory must have been
dampened by acute uneasiness. For not only must Plataiai
have shared in the fear of a renewed incursion of barbarians,
but, apart from the Thespians, only the Plataians among all
other Boiotians had always refused to submit to the barbarian
wj_ll;15 and that uniqueness on their part must have served to
emphasize the growing division that already existed between
Plataiai and neighbouring medizing Thebai.

®¥hen the barbarians did return, half of the available
Plataians arrayed themselves together with Leonidas and the
Lakedaimonians at Thermopj{/’lail6 and perished there with them,17

while the remaining half embarked upon Athenian ships in de-

fence of Greece, for Plataiai herself had no ships of her
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own.18 And at Artemision19 Plataians, Athenians and other
Greeks engaged the barbarian fleet for some days though
indecisively.

Wwhen the allied Greeks left Artemision the Plataians
put ashore in Boiotia opposite Chalkis and hurried to their
own city in order to save what they could of their posses-
sions and convey their households away to safety20 before
the barbarians were well informed by the Thebans that
Plataiali had not taken their part in the war21 but was rather
allied with Athenai: but, though the Thebans must have been
instrumental in urging the barbarians to a quick destruction
of the Plataian city, the Plataians managed to evacuate
their city before its actual burning.22 This was the first
recorded annihilation of Plataiai at the hands and instiga-
tion of their Theban neighbours, and from this time the
Plataian union with Athenai would appear not only tied but

knotted.23
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Nexus: Notes

1.

Herodotus, 6.108f. There is much debate over a date of
either 519 B.C. (preferred by this author) or 509 B.C.
At the outset, indebtedness is acknowledged to F. Miin-
scher, De Rebus Plataeensium (Hanover 1841), who has in
his work compiled most of the classical sources, and

E. Kirsten, RfE Band 22.2 s.v. "Plataiai", who has com-
mented on these sources as well as much of the relevant
modern literature before 1950. Consequently, the prac-
tice has been adopted in this text of referring wherever
possible to Kirsten rather than to the pre-1950 litera-
ture cited in his work, unless the latter is of great
relevance and importance to this historical introduction.
Generally, therefore, for deeper insights into debated
questions the reader is referred unless otherwise noted
to Kirsten for relevant research before 1948 and to the
bibliography which accompanies this work for research
either omitted by Kirsten or later than his effort.

Herodotos, 6.108. Kleomenes and his Spartan force were
probably present at Plataiai at this time. J. Ducat,

"La confédération béotienne et 1'expansion thébaine a
1'époque archaique" BCH 97 (1973) 67, n.38, has not
agreed, in stating: "Il ne faut pas entendre par la une
présence physique, que le récit d'Hérodote n'implique pas
nécessairement, mais une présence politique de Sparte
dans une région suffisamment proche de Platées pour que
les Platéens songent a s'adresser a elle." What is of
greater value, however, is Ducat's discussion (67) of the
reasons which prompted Plataiai to seek aid from Sparta,
a power no more democratic than was Thebai. He has sug-
gested that Plataiai would have preferred submission to
Sparta, since Lakedaimonia was further away than Thebai,
in the hope that such a remote domination would be less
harsh than a nearer one. As for the reason that Kleo-
menes declined to offer such protection to Plataiai,

J. Larsen, Greek.Federal States. Their Institutions and
History (Oxford 1968) 30-31, has suggested that since the
Athenians and the Thessalians enjoyed a mutual friendship
in 519 B.C. the Spartans may have declined out of some
fear of the Thessalians.

Herodotos, 6.108 and Loeb Classtical Library 262, n.l.

The mention of Hysiai at this point and in this context
would affirm that Hysiai was a settlement closely asso-
ciated with Plataiai and Athenai, at least from the very
beginning of the Atheno-Plataian alliance. 1In point of
fact, Hysiai was an Attic deme before 506 B.C. at which
time the Boiotians recaptured the place (Herodotos, 5.74).
M. Sordi, "Mitologia e propaganda nella Beozia arcailca,"
Atene e Roma 11 (1966) 19, n.ll, has agreed that "... &
probabile che fosse stata annessa ad Atene al tempo dell'
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11.
12,

13.

14.

15,
16.

17.

19.

alleanza fra gquest'ultima e Platea ...".
490-479 B.C.

490 B.C. W. Dinsmoor, The Athenian Archon List in the
Light of Recent Discoveries (Westport 1974) 206, has
argued for a date of October 11, 490 B.C.

Herodotos, 6.108.

Nepos, Miltiades 5. S. Marinatos and M. Brooke, "New
Light on Marathon," Illustrated London News 260, no.6887
(1972) 54, have reported a stone excavated from the
tumulus of the Plataians at Marathon, which is inscribed
with APXIA and is possibly the grave marker of a Plataian
officer (see my note 13 for another point of view), whose
bones suggested that he was about forty years of age at
the time of death. The remains of a child, a boy of
about ten years, perhaps a slave used as a messenger,
were also found there buried in a jar.

Herodotos, 6.111.
Herodotos, 6.113.
Herodotos, 6.111 and Loeb 267, n.3.
Herodotos, 6.111.

There is much dispute over the actuality of combined
burial of Plataians with slaves. N. Hammond, Studies in
Greek History (Oxford 1973) 198 (note), tacitly has sup-
ported combined burial in pointing out with reference to
the tumulus that the Greeks (ergo Plataians) were cre-
mated whereas the slaves inhumed.

Pausanias, 1.32.3. S. Marinatos, "The tumulus of the
Plataeans," A44 3 (1970) 359, has reported evidence that
Plataiai had by this time even adopted Athenian script
rather than continuing with the Boiotian.

Herodotos, 7.132.
480 B.C.

Demosthénes, Against Neaira 95. The historicity of this
reference is here accepted inasmuch as it is contra-
dicted neither by Herodotos nor Thoukydides, nor for that
matter, as far as the present writer is aware, by any
other ancient authority. It is not impossible that the
Plataians could have so engaged in aid of the Lakedai-
monians; Herodotos, 8.50 and Diodoros of Sicily, 11.14.
5, demonstrate that in this epoch the Thespians as well
had a close tie with the Lakedaimonians.
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19.

20.

21.
22,

23.

20.

Demosthenes, ibid. 95.
Herodotos, 8.1ff.

Herodotos, 8.44. Herodotos does not record the destina-
tion of the Plataian removal but the assumption seems
secure in view of the Atheno-Plataian alliance that the
removal was to Attika or even (cf. Diodoros of Sicily,
11.14.5) to the Peloponnesos.

Herodotos, 8.50.
480 B.C. Diodoros of Sicily, 11.14.5.

Herodotos, 8.44, records that the Plataians did not fight
at Salamis inasmuch as they were occupied with the eva-
cuation of their families and possessions. Demosthenes,
95-96, however, contradicts this claim, and while the
Herodotean version is preferred, it does not seem impos-
sible that while the majority were occupied in the res-
cue operation from their own city some Plataians may in-
deed have been at Salamis.
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Submission

The Greek victory at Salamis only partially excised the
barbarian tumour from Greece. While it lingered and threa-
tened malignancy, the Spartans, true to the selfish and myopic
spirit of the Greek city-state, hastened to secure their own
position behind a wall that they were building across the
Korinthian Isthmus.l The wall was near completion when
Plataian, Athenian and Megarian envoys came to Lakedaimonia
to chide the Spartans for their restrictive effort and to en-
courage Lakedaimonia's speedy support for the remainder of
Greece. The envoys appeared before the Spartan ephors and
spoke:

The Athenians bid us inform you that the
king of Persia has offered the restoration of
Athenai and an alliance with him on fair and
equal terms with the benefit of adding to their
territory any other part of Hellas they might
wish. Such offer, however, the Athenians re-
fused, though they feel that Lakedaimonia has
betrayed them and that they might better gain
from an alliance with Persia, for the Athenaians
say that they will never willingly make terms
with the Persian king. The Athenians remind
you of your agreement to join in opposing the
barbarians in Boiotia and also remind you that
Attika itself has been invaded. Athenai is
angry; you should feel unworthy of such be-
trayal. Your immediate duty is to send out
your army so that, with theirs, Greeks in union
may meet the enemy in Attika. And the Athe-
nians suggest that since Boiotia is lost, that
the best place for engagement is now within
their own territory on the Thriasian Plain.

The Spartans were persuaded and the Greeks gathered to-
gether on the Isthmus. But Marddénios, the Persian general,
withdrew the barbarian force via Dekéleia and Sphendale to

Tdnagra where he camped for the night. On the next day he
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turned to Skélos, at that time part of Theban territory, and
made preparations for a mile-square stockade and the deploy-
ment of his forces on the north side of the Asopos. His
first position extended from Erythraian territory to Hysiai.2
An Athenian advance guard, captained by one Olympiédoros,
was sent to Erythrai.3 While the city of Plataiai lay char-
red and in ruins the stage was being set for the final drama
of the Persian Wars and the day of retribution.4

The allied Greeks came to Erythrai and arrayed them-
selves on the foothills of Kithairon.5 They did not at first
descend into the plain, and Mardonios dispatched to the foot-
hills all his cavalry under the command of Masistios against
them, harassing them and attacking by squadrons (Plate 48).
It was the Megarians who happened to be in the most open
section of the Greek deployment where the horsemen found
their easiest assault. Distressed by the repeated charges
the Megarians stood their ground well but looked for succour
from their fellow Greeks. It was the Athenians who took the
challenge and their captain Olympiodoros who came to their
aid with three hundred picked men, together with archers.
The battle dragged on and the barbarian cavalry charges con-
tinued by squadrons until Masistios' horse received an arrow
in its side and, rearing up in pain, threw its rider. As
soon as he fell the Greeks set upon him, took his horse and
tried to kill the man, but his armour was so complete that
the successful kill was only by way of his eyeball. When
the rest of the barbarian cavalry realized what had happened

to their leader, it rallied and attacked en masse in an effort
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to recover his body, and when the Megarians and Athenians
were then faced by the whole barbarian cavalry force they
summoned the rest of the Greeks to their aid, though before
they were relieved they almost gave up the struggle to re-
tain the corpse. But in face of greater numbers the alien
cavalry could no longer hold its ground, and more Persians
fell before the remainder withdrew for about two stades to
consider strategy. They made no subsequent attack, however,
and rode back leaderless to Mardonios. The foreigners
mourned Masistios' loss, but the Greeks in their victory were
elated in that they had kept possession of his body; they
laid it in a cart and conveyed it thus along their ranks,
and the soldiers left their stations to come and see.

The allied Greeks decided to march down towards Plataiai,
because they found that in comparison with their station by
Erythrai, the ground before Plataiai was in every way better
suited to encampment and was especially better supplied with
water.6 They moved then from Erythrai, alongside Hysiai and
into Plataian territory keeping all the while to the foot-
hills of Kithairon until they finally halted by Gargaphia
Spring and the precinct of the hero, Androkrates. And there
among low hills but on a stretch that was level (Alepotrypi
Road, Plate 40) they formed their stations nation by nation.
After a dispute with the Tegeans, the Athenians were awarded
the honour of holding the left wing7 and the Plataians were
stationed immediately to their right.8 (The extent of the
men-at-arms who formed the allied Greek line drawn up in its

second position against the allied Persian line is seen on
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Map Section 7a following the topographical sketch, whereas
the proportions of the ethnic divisions in relationship to
the whole array are seen in Map Section 7b.)9 The Plataians
probably took their position near H&§ios Io&nnes Church
(Plate 45), flanked by the rest of the allied Greek line which
extended along the hills of the Asopos Ridge. 1In counter
array across the Asopos and in deeper ranks to accommodate
the extent of the Greek line were Medes, Baktrians, Indians,
Sakai, medizing Greeks including the Boiotians (with the
exception of Plataians and Thespians), Lokrians, Malians,
Makedonians, Thessalians and other northern Greeks and some
of the Phokians. These joined the Persians to form the grea-
test part of that force, though Phrygians, Thrakians, Mysians,
Paionians, Egyptianslo and Ethiopians were also with them.ll
After taking position at the Asopos both sides stayed
and looked at each other while Tisamenés on the part of the
Greeks and Hegesistratos on behalf of the Persians lined
their personal purses in plying their trade as diviners.12
Nor were the medizing Greeks out-done in this regard and
Hippbmachos, their diviner, joined the action. The sacrifices
were fittingly prodded, but gave no favourable omen for all
out attack (safe divinations to be sure); and both sides,
for eight days since deployment at the Asopos, stayed and
looked at each other.
But on the eighth day a Theban, Timagenides by name,
seeing that more and more Greeks were arriving from the south

to join their allies, advised Mardonios to guard the Kithairon

outlets in an attempt to cut off the late—comers.13 Mardonios
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accepted this counsel, and when night fell he sent his horse-
men for that purpose; after they arrived at the outlets, the
Oak's Heads as the Athenians named them but Three Heads ac-
cording to the Boiotians, they intercepted wagons and five
hundred pack animals with provisions just as the Greeks were
bringing these out of the mountains and into the plain (Plate
47). The Persian cavalry spared neither beast nor man and
after this glut of gore drove the sequestered provisions to
Mardonios and his camp.

After the Persian success at the outlets of Kithairon,
both armies for two more days sat and looked at each other.
Neither army crossed the Asopos on foot, though the barbarians
would come to its banks to harass the allied Greeks while
Persian horse would beset and trouble them constantly.14

But the Greeks continued to grow in number, and Mardonios
was the more vexed at the delay in engagement. A proposal
was made on the next day by Artébazos, second in command
after Mardonios, that their army should be withdrawn within
the walls of Thebai from where he thought Mardonios might
direct the war on another front. The Persians had brought
with them gold and silver in abaundance, and could direct a
"fifth column" to employ that and probably the estates of
Thebai, if need arose, to pay bribes and peddle influence
among the leading men of Greece.15 It seemed that Artabazos
understood Greek motivation only too well (Thebai had more
than likely provided him with a good example of the feasibi-
lity of such tactics) and though Mardonios, it is recorded,

countered this proposal through desire to fight forthwith,
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such bribery at this time must have been the course of the
day.16 Men of prominent Greek families, men who were now
impoverished by the war, saw that their influence had disap-
peared with their wealth while other men had taken their
positions of honour and office. 1In jealousy and treason they
met secretly at a house (or the ruins of a house) in Plataiai
and made conspiracy to regain their powers and, if that course
were barred, to betray their fellow Greeks in abetting the
cause of the barbarians. Persian gold more than likely gave
impetus to their treachery, though possibilities of success
must have been quickly stifled, for Aristeides, general of
the Athenians, had some such conspirators detained while
others, whom he suspected, deserted. In that Mardonios was
first in command, Artabazos' intentions (fortunately for the
cause of the allied Greeks) could not be further implemented.
It was Mardonios' will to engage battle. 1In observance of
the ill-boding omens he had yet reason to hesitate, but those
interpretations he hastened to re-interpret in order to sus-
tain his proposal for attack. He gave command that battle
would be joined when the next day should dawn, being the
twelfth day after they had deployed against each other at
the Asopos.17

But during the night before the intended battle,
Aléxandros, king and general of the Makedonians, left the
Persian camp and crossed the Asopos to betray the Persian in-
tention. He rode up to the Greek outposts and requested an

audience with their generals to whom he revealed that Mar-

donios, his unrequested liege, now turned diviner, was pre-
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paring to give battle at first light of dawn. The Greeks
were thus forewarned, and Alexandros rode back to the Persian
camp.

At dawn a herald left the Persian camp and arrived at
the Greek camp. Perhaps Mardonios had realized the possibi-
lities of such defections amongst those Greeks that had come
to his side, at least nominally, and in wariness sent his
herald to propose that the Lakedaimonians engage with the
Persians to the exclusion of the rest of the armies there
gathered and that the result of such a selective engagement
should serve as victory for the winning side.19 The Greeks
made no reply to this proposal and the Persian herald re-
turned to camp, but in answer to their silence Mardonios sent
out his horsemen who renewed their assaults upon the Greeks
with arrows and javelins and choked up their water supply at
Gargaphia Spring. The archers caused much havoc, and not only
were the Greeks almost wholly ineffective against them but
" now they had lost their main supply of water, for they were
unable to draw from the Asopos because of the ever present
enemy cavalry there.20 However, it was not only the Greeks
who were hard pressed. Persian provisions were dangerously
diminished.21

The Greeks, in want of water and food, waited in the
late summer heat for the attack which had been foretold. The
Persians were in want of supplies and gave but little evidence
of attack. The suspense of indecision unnerved the warriors
as they waited on the plain. The day dragged along with one

cavalry attack after another but neither foot crossed the
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river.

That night, the Greeks in desperation began to execute
the resolution they had made during the day. They made pre-
paration to withdraw toward Kithairon23 where they would be
better supplied with water and from where they planned to
dispatch half of their forces to enter the mountain roads held
by the Persians, in order to secure their line of provisions.24

But the plan saw only partial execution. That night
most of the Greeks began the move but, now finally relieved
of the day's incessant assaults from the enemy's horse, most
of them withdrew to the security of the city of Plataiai and
the temple of Hera there. They piled their arms before her
temple as if in supplication and resignation.25 Pausanias,
regent and general of the Spartans, assumed from hié position
still on the right wing that they were heading for the des-
tination agreed, and he proposed to move out his men, but much
time was lost through altercation within his ranks. The
Athenians on the left noted the inaction of the Lakedaimonians
on the right and stood unmoved in their position but main-
tained contact by messenger between the wings.26

Dawn broke and saw the two wings still on the ridges by
the Asopos for the thirteenth day. At last Pausanias gave the
word and led his wing away between the hills, while those who
were still dissenting came later and behind. The Athenians
at this time also set themselves to march but in a way con-
trary to that of the other wing which kept close to the rising

ground and the lower slopes of Kithairon as a protection

against possible Persian horse; for the Athenians marched
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rather down into the plain. (These manoeuvres are conjec-
tured on Map Section 7a of the topographical section.) The
dissenters among Pausanias' ranks followed but at a slower
pace. Pausanias had led his men already ten stades away
from their former position but there halted to wait for the
dissenting stragglers. It was by the River Moléeis and the
place called Argibépion near a shrine to Eleusinian Demeter
where Pausanias halted.27

But the Persian cavalry attacked and the stragglers had
but sufficient time to close with the rest of the Lakedai-
monians before the assault began. And it was then that Mar-
donios led the Persians at speed across the river in pursuit
of the Greeks. He could not see the retreat of the Athenians,
and so headed for the Lakedaimonians.who were already beset
by horse. Seeing that the Persians had crossed, the other
barbarians did likewise but in no order as they ran.28 The
allied Greeks found they were severally positioned as if to
make a great funnel, Athenians forward and left, Spartans
almost as forward and right, and the centre further back by
Plataiai, and into this funnel ran the barbarians. The
Lakedaimonians requested the aid of the Athenian archers.
The Athenians tried to help but while on their march they too
were set upon not by barbarians but medizing Greeks.29

The Lakedaimonians and Tegeans with them, thus unrelieved,
stood alone. Many of them were wounded or slain, for they
first relied upon defence rather than overt action. The

Tegeans were first to retaliate and the Spartans took their

lead though not until Pausanias made sacrifice which some
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Lydians seized and rudely hurled away.30 The Persians then
took the defensive and put up a fence of shields, but this
the Lakedaimonians broke and the fighting turned to hand-to-
hand. Mardonios, mounted on a white charger, spurred his
men to bravery though they were much less armed than their
enemy, and as long as he was present his men held their
ground about the shrine and defended themselves. But Mar-
donios fell and the Greeks cut down his body-guard as well --
the strongest part of the Persian army -- and the rest of the
foe began likewise to yield before the Greeks.3l The routed
Persians began to flee across the river and back to the woo-
den stockade that they had made.32 The force under Artabazos
not only did not come to Mardonios' aid but did not even en-
gage the enemy, leaving Boiotia as best it could.33

But while the Lakedaimonians were still in combat, the
Korinthians and some others left Plataiai in aid of the
Spartans. They proceeded along the foothills and headed for
the road that led straight up to the shrine of Demeter. The
Megarians and Phliasians and some others also left the city
to proffer aid but took the most level course in that direc-
tion across the plain.34 The Athenians the while were yet
engaged with the medizing Greeks,35 whose majority, because
it too was Greek, fought with no heart. But the Thebans
fought with vigour and the Athenians had already dispatched
three hundred of them. The Plataians also joined the figh-
ting and must have revelled as each Theban fell.36 At last

the Boiotian foot yielded and retreated, as the Persians had,

to Thebai though not by the same route, and with all the



31.

allied Persian force now in retreat-only the remnants of its
cavalry remained to block the Greek pursuit, and this, at
least, the Theban cavalry did; for they intercepted the
Megarians and Phliasians bringing aid and cut them down to
the number of six hundred, and sent others among them scur-
rying for cover further up the foothills of Kithairon.37

The battle over, the Plataians38 joined in pursuit of
the barbarians who had fled for the walled stockade,39 and it
was not long before that protection fell and with it those
remaining Persians who had not fled elsewhere.40 The spoils
were then amassed and distributed and from them a tenth-part
of the gathered bronze and gold was set apart as an offering
to Apbllo at Delphoi. And from the bronze and gold was later
fashioned the gold basin that sat upon the bronze tripod,
fashioned in the form of three serpents entwined.4l The fal-
len Greeks were gathered and buried,42 to the east of and
just outside the ancient city of Plataiai43 where evidence
is still to be seen today.44 The body of Mardonios was re-
moved anonymously and the location of the actual sepulchre,
if it is at Plataiai at all, is unknown.45

After the Greeks had buried their dead, they resolved to
march against Thebai and so they did eleven days after the
battle. For nine days the Plataians joined in laying siege
to the city, assaulting its walls and laying waste the Theban
fields. On the ninth day of the siege the Thebans sent a
herald to Pausanias and the message that they would surrender

to him those of the Thebans whom he wished to secure, espe-

cially Timagenides and Attaginos who were chief among the
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foremost men at Thebai. Attaginos escaped but Pausanias took
Timagenides and others as his prisoners. Thebai, much to the
dismay of Plataiai, had saved her walls and city. Pausanias
disbanded the Greek forces and left for Kérinthos, where his
prisoners were put to death.46

A Plataian, Arimnestos by name, reported of one Kalli-
krdtes that he found grief not so much in death but rather in

4 Plataiai herself must have

not having dealt a worthy blow.
held sentiments not unlike those of Kallikrates, for she had
suffered much loss of life throughout the barbarian wars, but
her men, just like Kallikrates, had fallen without dealing
the blow that was her due. Though she was awarded the prize
of victory48 and later found chests full of gold and silver49
—-- some consolation -- Thebai yet survived. The allied
Greeks had before the battle sworn an oath50 whereby should
they be victorious in the barbarian war they would dedicate
to Apollo at Delphoi the possessions of all Greeks who had
by their own free will given themselves over to the side of
the Persians. The oath later took form as the Oath of
Plataiai:

I shall not hold life more dear than liberty,

nor shall I desert the leader, living or dead,

but I will bury all of those allies who have

perished in battle, and should I overcome the

barbarians in war, I shall not destroy those

cities who shared in the struggle, and I will

demand a tithe®l of all who have sided with the

barbarian; nor will I rebuild any sanctuary

which has been burnt or destroyed, but will

leave them as a reminder to future generations

of the impiety of the Persians.>2

The destruction of the Plataian city at Persian hands

found vindication through the Spartan spear53 and Persian dead,



but Thebai had not paid the penalty. The Thebans retained
their city and their lands. The Plataians not only no
longer had a city but had relinquished even their lands in

total submission to Athenai.

33.
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Submission: Notes

10.

1l.

479 B.C. Herodotos, 9.7. The following speech is
adapted.

Herodotos, 9.15. That Mardonios' deployment was not at
Skolos becomes clear as one progresses through Herodotos'
subsequent narrative. That it must, therefore, have

been north of the Asopos is evident from 9.17, (Mapboviov
6t Ev T Boiwwtily otpatonebevopévov) since territory south
of this part of the Asopos belonged to Hysiai and Pla-
taiai (cf. Herodotos 5.74 and 6.108) and consequently,
through alliance to Athenai rather than to Boiotia.

Herodotos, 9.21-22. The problem of the advance guard is
treated more fully in the topographical section.

Late August or early September, 479 B.C. Though an ex-
act date has often been attempted, it must always be
approximate since various dates appear even in the works
of one ancient authority (cf. Ploutarchos, Aristeides
19.7 and Kamillos 19.3).

Herodotos, 9.19-25.
Herodotos, 9.25.
Herodotos, 9.27.
Herodotos, 9.28.

Both extent and proportions found within Map Sections 7a
and b are based upon Polybios, 18.29.2 and Herodotos,
9.28 and 31. G. Grundy, The Great Persian War (London
1901) 474, has also believed that the Greek line "exten-
ded along the curve of the Asopos ridge."

The presence of the Egyptians is of interest, especially
since artifacts which appear either of Egyptian origin

or influence have been reportedly found in the region.
These items may have been brought by the Egyptian contin-
gent mentioned here or as T. Spyropoulos, "Egyptian
Colonization of Boeotia," 444 1 (1972) 26-27, has infer-
red, may be the residua of actual Egyptian settlement in
the area. It may be remembered that Kadmos, founder of
Thebai, was reputedly of Egyptian origin.

The numbers of the soldiery present on either side of

the Asopos in any position must always remain conjec-
tural. 1In relating the second position Herodotos, 9.30,
states that the full complement of light-armed and men-
at-arms in the allied Greek line amounted to 110,000,

but he later speaks of an infusion of late-comers in
addition to that figure. Of the Persians and their allies
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23,

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

34,

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

35.

and satellites Herodotos, 9.32, presents us with a
figure of 350,000 and states that the "cavalry were
separately ordered."

Herodotos, 9.33 and 36-38.

Herodotos,
Herodotos,
Herodotos, 9.41.

Ploutarchos, Aristeides, 13.1-2. Herodotos also affirms

the consideration of bribe-taking on the part of the
allied Greeks.

Herodotos,
Herodotos,
Herodotos,
Herodotos,
Herodotos,

Herodotos,

9.41-42.

9.44-45.

9.48.

9.49.

9.45 and 50.

9.50-52.

Herodotos, 9.51. The destination was to the "Island",
generally accepted to be Andlepsis Ridge, despite a
conflict with Herodotean measurements of distance.

Herodotos,
Herodotos,
Herodotos,
Herodotos,
Herodotos,

Herodotos,

Ploutarchos, Aristeides 17.8.

Herodotos,
Herodotos,
Herodotos,
Herodotos,

Herodotos,

9.50-51.

9.52.

9.53-55.
9.56-57.

9.57 and 59-60.

9.60-61.

9.61-63.

9:65.

9.66.

9.69.

9.67-68.
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This conjecture on my part to include the Plataians here
is at least supported by the fact that the prize of
victory (to be discussed further in the text) was later
awarded to the Plataians.

Herodotos, 9.67-69.

Again this is conjecture. Nevertheless, one can hardly
imagine that the Plataians would have omitted themselves
from any supported action against Thebans, Theban ter-
ritories or Thebai herself.

Herodotos, 9.70.

W. Dinsmoor, The Athenian Archon List in the Light of
Recent Discoveries 206, has suggested the date of
September 26, 479 B.C., though again this must be (cf.
my note 4) regarded as only approximate.

Herodotos, 9.81. It would be interesting to discuss at
length this offering whose serpentine column yet stands
in the Atmeidan (Hippodrome) at Istanbul, where it once
served as a three-headed fountain and talisman to ward
off snakes from that city, but it seems clear that it was
not a dedication for victory at Plataiai alone but rather
as a monument for the whole of the Persian Wars. Such a
discussion is consequently beyond the scope of this work
and the reader is referred especially to S. Casson, "Les
fouilles de 1'hippodrome de Constantinople," Gazette des
beaux arts 6, 3 (1930) 213-242 wherein is compiled an
interesting account of the vicissitudes the column has
undergone and to P. Devambez, Grands bronzes du Musée de
Stamboul (Paris 1937) 9-12, wherein is discussed and
pictured the one surviving serpent head now in the
Istanbul Museum.

Herodotos, 9.85.
Pausanias, 9.2.5.

Tombs which were in evidence as recently as the past cen-
tury and portrayed in the plates of C. Wordsworth, Greece:
Pictorial, Descriptive and Historical (London 1844) 176,
are no longer apparent.

Herodotos, 9.84. Pausanias, 9.2.2-3, however, places the
tomb of Mardonios on the right (north) of the ancient
Megara-Plataiai road between Hysiai and Bergoutiéni
Spring (Spring of Artemis). There is a mound in this
area today about one hundred metres north of the most
southern curve of the Erythrai-Bergoutiani road. One
wonders if this mound equates with Pausanias' tomb of
Mardonios.

Herodotos, 9.86-88.
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48.
49.
50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

37.

Cf. Herodotos, 9.72.
Ploutarchos, Aristeides 20.1-3.
Herodotos, 9.83.

Herodotos, 7.132.

M. Amit, "Great and Small Poleis," Latomus (Revue d'études
latines) 134 (1973) 85, n.85 has observed: The meaning

of dexateberv (to tithe) in this context is complete des-
truction of the city, and the sale of the inhabitants and
all the movable property, of which one tenth was to be
consecrated to the Gods."

Cf. Diodoros of Sicily, 11.29 and LykoGrgos, Against
Leokrates 8l. As to its date of origin and its authen-
ticity the Oath of Plataiai is much in dispute.

P. Siewert, Der Eid von Platatai (Munich 1972) 109-110,
has recently maintained that the oath of Plataiai was
based upon an authentic document dating from the period
of the Persian Wars. In commenting on Siewert's defence
of the authenticity of such a document (an Attic inscrip-
tion of the oath from Acharnai), A. Dreizehnter, "Siewert,
Der Eid von Plataiai," Gnomon (1975) 47, has written:

"0Ob diese Fassung auf einen echten Eid von Platada zu-
rickgeht oder nur aus Herodotstellen und Amphiktione-
neiden zusammengestellt ist, ldsst sich nicht entscheiden."
It appears then that the original content of the oath or
the date of its original form may never be known. The
original oath (see my note 50) and its later development
has also been treated at length by J. Larsen, "The Con-
stitution and Original Purpose of the Delian League,"”
Harvard Studies in Classical Philology 51 (1940) and

"The Constitution of the Peloponnesian League," CP 28
(1933). Nonetheless, further discussion of such argu-
ments, though the oath bears the city's name, has little
to do with the actual history of Plataiai, except for

its occurrence here and with reference to the Thouky-
didean Plataian speeches of 427 B.C. which follow. Be-
yond these instances, the oath has little connection with
the city's history, in that it would seem a Greek docu-
ment of the Persian Wars rather than of Plataian history.

Aischylos, The Persians 817.

Cf. Ploutarchos, Aristeides 11.8. At the instigation of
their general, Arimnestos, the Plataians voted to cede
their territory to the Athenians so that in accordance
with an oracle (11.2-4) the Athenians might fight on their
own soil. The story as recorded by Ploutarchos is sup-
ported by a reference in Kleidemos, F. Jacoby, F. Gr.
Hist. no.323, F22, which may represent a Plataian ver-
sion of the event and oracle.
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Usury

The half century following the destruction of Plataiai
at Persian hands and Theban instigation was characterized by
much rebuilding of the city. Though there is historical
evidence for new temple construction in this period there is
neither historical nor archaeological evidence for recon-
struction of walls which then must have been largely left
intact by the Persians though they burnt the city within.

The city then was rebuilt and adorned and one may assume

that the Plataians had been reinstated to their city and ter-
ritory by the Athenians shortly after the battle of Plataiai
and Erythrai, though this is not historically known. What is
known, however, is that the Plataians maintained themselves
in alliance with Athenai, or rather in subjection to her,
while her relations with Sparta dipped to an historical low.
The city consecreated for the first time a temple to Athena;
the Spartans they brought to litigation.

To the memorial of Greek valour, the bronze serpent
column and golden basin atop it, Pausanias had affixed his
own. He had commissioned Simonides, the poet, to compose a
distich as if the victory over the Persians were his own and
not shared by the Greeks he commanded:1

The commander of the Greeks, when he

destroyed the army of the Medes,

Pausanias erected this memorial to Apollo.
The Greeks were incensed and on behalf of the allies the Pla-
taians appearing before the Amphiktyonic assembly brought

suit against the Lakedaimonians for one thousand talents, a
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huge sum considering that only eighty talents were allotted
for the construction of the Plataian temple of Athena. The
Plataians won their case against the Spartans and, in addi-
tion, the Spartans were compelled to have the lines erased,
and inscribed rather the names of the Greek cities who were
party to the Persian defeat.2 In so doing the Plataians had
ensured for the period of their post-war prosperity the en-
mity of the Lakedaimonians. The name of Plataiai was conse-
quently inscribed on the coils of snake and stood not far
from the statue of an ox, which, in thanks for victory over
the Persians, Plataians alone had also dedicated at Delphoi3
as a symbol of a land again free to plough.4

To the satisfaction of the Athenians, on the other hand,
work was begun and completed on the temple dedicated to
Athena. Other temples still stood. The temple of Hera es-
caped the burning of the city.5 The regional temple to
Eleusinian Demeter also remained.6 But for the further
adornment of the city and the Atheno-Plataian alliance the
funds which had been previously7 allocated to the erection of
the Ionic8 sanctuary to Athena were put to use. For the Pla-
taians had received as their share of spoils some eighty
talents and it was with this allotment that the work of the
temple and its images and adornments was financed. The
image of Athena Areia contained by the temple was of gilded
wood except for the face, hands and feet which were of Pen-
telic marble. The image was only a little smaller than the
bronze Athena on the Athenian acropolis and was executed by

the same artist, Pheidias, at about the same time.9 Paintings
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were also commissioned for the interior walls, one by Poly-
gnotos representing Odyssels after having killed the suitors
and another by Onasias showing the expedition of the seven
against Thebai.lO The temple, image, and paintings survived
for centuries after the birth of Christ.

Plataians found not only a sense of importance in the
renewal and beautification of their city but a hitherto un-
experienced measure of fame and importance beyond their bor-
ders. They were included in the paintings of the Stoé&
Poikile at Athenai and in the sculpture of the exterior
frieze which adorned and encircled the Temple of Nike on the
Athenian acropolis. At the end of the first work they were
depicted wearing their Boiotian capsll and at the side of
Athenians in the struggle with the barbarians at Marathon,
where they help push the invading force to the sea and burn
their ships.12 In the Nike frieze, while their inclusion
seems clear, their precise position is not easily determined.
Though the frieze survives today, the greater part of Pla-
taiai's fame from the Persian wars and the "golden age" that
followed is confined to the abstractions of history, but for
one tenacious exception, the Games of Freedom, the Eleuthéria
which continue to be celebrated even to the present day.

After the battle and after the meed of valour was as-
signed to the Plataians rather than to the Lakedaimonians or
Athenians, the allied Greeks while still at Plataiai con-
sulted the oracle at Delphoi and asked what sacrifice they
should make.l4 Apollo's reply was that they should erect

an altar to Zeus of Freedom (Plate 24) but that they should



not offer sacrifice upon it until they had extinguished the
fire throughout the land. For even fire had been polluted
by the barbarian presence and had to be rekindled afresh
from Delphoi. The fires throughout the Plataian region were
extinguished while Euchidas was selected to bring back pure
fire. He left Plataiai and ran the way to Delphoi, where he
purified himself with holy water and was crowned with laurel.
Returning then to Plataiai at all conceivable speed, he
greeted his fellow Plataians, handed them the sacred fire,
fell down and died. He had run from Plataiai to Delphoi and
back again on the same day, and in admiration the Plataians
gave him burial in the sancturary of Artemis Eukleia and in-
scribed on his tomb: "Euchidas to Apollo ran and returned
the same day." The altar was built and with pure fire sacri-
fice was made. The precinct about one hundred metres east
of the central area of the ancient city was only recently
excavated.15 The permanent altar and image were of white
marble.16 A memorial was inscribed and dedicated:l7

The Greeks who once, in the strength

of victory, Ares' work, drove out the

Persians, erected here an altar of

Zeus of Freedom, common property for
a free Greece.

After the sacrifice the allied Greeks met in general as-
sembly and it was proposed that deputies and ambassadors
should meet at Plataiai each year and that the Games of Free-
dom should be also held there every fourth year.18 It was
further proposed that a confederated force be levied to con-
tinue the war against the Persians19 and finally that the

Plataians as sacrificers to Zeus of Freedom on behalf of
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Greece be permitted sacrosanct status, and safety from vio-
lation of their lands. These proposals were accepted and
the Plataians undertook to make funeral offerings each year
for the Greeks who had fallen and were buried there. Each
year20 the sacrifice to Zeus began with a procession com-
mencing at dawn and led by a torch—bearer21 and trumpeter
sounding the call of battle. Wagons followed filled with
myrtle and wreaths and behind these a black bull. Then came
free-born adolescents who carried libations of wine and milk
in amphorae, pitchers of olive-o0il, and myrrh, and following
these the chief magistrate at Plataiai, and after him the
crowds to the exclusion of slaves, in that this was a festival
of freedom. The chief magistrate who at all other times was
not allowed to touch iron or wear any other colour of robe
but white, was this time clad in a purple-red chiton and he
carried high a water-pitcher from the city archives, where
the procession began, all through the city centre and out to
thé graves nearby, all the while his sword in hand. There
with water taken from the sacred spring22 he cleansed the
stélai of the fallen Greeks and anointed them with myrrh and
next slaughtered the black bull upon its pyre, and, with prayers
to Hérmes Chthbénios and Zeus Eleuthérios, called forth the
good men who died for Greece to the flesh and blood of the
sacrifice; and finally he would mix wine with water and drink
from it and pour a libation, saying: "I drink to the men who
died for the freedom of the Greeks."

The games which were associated with the procession of

2 . .
freedom = also focused upon Zeus' altar, for in the main event
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competitors in armour ran before the altar and great prizes
were offered for the running.24 Inscriptions abound25 to
confirm the long history of the games. They were ranked

time after time with the importance of the Oiympics; like-
wise they continue today.26 And in these agonal inscriptions
one sees time after time the honorific aristos, "the best of
men". For so the winner of the armed hoplite race was named,
not only because of the length of the course27 which was con-
siderable or because of the weight of the armour carried
which covered the competitor from head to toe, but because
any contestant who had on previous occasion been crowned
winner of the race was in fact in a struggle for life as well
as renewed victory. For if he failed to gain the wreath
again his prize was death.28 Under those circumstances the
victor deserved his title; the Plataian custom29 of quality
control at their games hardly encouraged the return of the
amateur.

Though the armed hoplite race was the main event, there
was a men's horserace,30 a boys' long-distance race31 and
plenty of other opportunities for the populace and spectators
to heighten their senses and grovel in the gore, especially
in the Roman period when the Plataian theatre éaw the combat
and slaughter of gladiators and even bears.32 The games would
have included all the usual competitions, the jumps, the dis-
cus, wrestling, the javelin and in the earliest years of the
festival boxing as well. It seems that during one particular

33

bout the agonist Andrbleos was separated from his eyelid.

One can only imagine what others may have lost.
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For almost fifty years following the battle at her door-
step, Plataiai had prospered, all the while maintaining the
alliance with Athenai, an aloofness from Sparta34 and her
eternal hatred for Thebai. As long as Thebai remained the
humbled state to which she was reduced immediately after the
battle of Plataiai and Erythrai, good fortune fell to the
Plataians. For perhaps the first decade after the great bat-
tle they were relieved of the fear of Theban resurgence. The
next decades renewed anxieties35 but even these were allayed
by Athenian action close to home. For the Athenian success
over Thebai at the battle of Oinéphyta36 guaranteed Plataiai's
continued survival and a secure position in the Boiotian Con-
federacy. She now had the privilege of sending two of the
eleven boiotarchs to that council, as well as one hundred and
twenty of six hundred and sixty counsellors;37 but her new
prominence endured only a decade: after the Thebans regained
a measure of dominance through their success over the Athe-
nians at the battle of Koréneia‘a8 and during the Thirty Years'
Pear:e,?'9 Plataial lost much of her territory and reverted to
her pre-Persian War status both in terms of territory and
confederate representation.40 For Plataiai, Koroneia was a
dark day in her history; the next generation was to see days
yet darker.

Shortly after dark one rainy night in early spring41 it
was the Thebans who dramatically reaffirmed the hatred that
divided the two cities. Under the command of boiotarchs,

pythéngelos and Diémporos, three hundred42 Thebans entered

the city of Plataiai, through the treachery of a group of
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Plataians, headed by one Naukleides -- the blackest name in
all Plataian history -- who in collusion with the Theban
Eurymachos, a powerful man at Thebai, offered that city a
chance to take over Plataiai with the intention that Nauk-
leides and his aristocratic followers would be able to des-
troy the democratic party and consequently assume power over
a Plataiai whose affairs would ultimately be directed from
Thebai.43 The traitors opened the gates and since it was
peace-time and Plataiai was therefore not prepared for any
such incursion, especially since it was a day of festival,
the Thebans had little difficulty in gaining admission. No
watch had even been set to guard the city. The surprised
Plataians could only dispatch a messenger to Athenai to tell
that the Thebans had already entered.

Naukleides had tried to persuade the Thebans to begin
entering the houses, but once inside the gates, Eurymachos45
and his gang proceeded rather to employ diplomacy to win over
the Plataians to a reconciliation, and with this in mind the
intruders deposited their arms in the market-place and pro-
claimed by herald that any who wished should come over to the
side of the Boiotians.

Such a bloodless coup to win over the Plataians quickly
through the initial fear and confusion of the night seemed to
the Thebans to guarantee success and, indeed, it seemed at
first that the city would accede peaceably to the enemy intent,
for, because of the darkness the Plataians could gauge neither
the strength nor the numbers of their opponents. Therefore,

thinking that more Thebans had entered the city than actually
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was the case, they ostensibly proceeded to accept the enemy's
proposals and in fear offered no resitance but came to terms,
since up to this point no violence had yet been perpetrated
on either side. It was only when negotiations were initiated,
however, that the Plataians understood that the Thebans had
fewer numbers to support the coup than was previously thought,
and in light of this and the fact that the majority of Pla-
taians were anti-Theban but pro—Athenian, they began to feel
that a counter-attack would prove successful over the Theban
force. Resistance was decided and the counter-action begun.

In order not to be seen in the streets and place their
plan in suspicion the Plataians quickly developed a rather
unique line of communication. Wherever necessary, partition
walls which connected their houses were breached.46 Wagons
were also placed in the streets as barricades in preparation
for the rush. The Thebans had utilized the darkness of night
to throw the Plataians into confusion; the Plataians in their
turn were about to employ the same factor to confuse the
enemy. For the cover of night had aided the Theban entry in-
to the city but once they were within, the darkness was no
longer advantageous but on the contrary disadvantageous, for
they did not have, of course, the same familiarity with the
city as its inhabitants, and once in rout and confusion would
find themselves seeking exits from a maze of unknown and
hostile alleys.

The counter-attack was launched shortly before dawn.
The Thebans drew together and a few times were successful in

driving off their assailants. The moonless night, the heavy
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rain and impaired visibility were already working against the
intruders as they assumed defence rather than attack, but now
the Thebans had to suffer the Plataian women as well. For
the women with their slaves had mounted the roof-tops of the
houses nearby and while their men raised the cries of battle
and made their final charge, they joined with screams and
yells and tore off the tiles from the roofs where they stood,
throwing these and stones against their cowering enemy. Rain,
stones, tiles and Plataians fell upon them until in panic
they separated and fled throughout the city sliding in mud,
stumbling in darkness and pursued by the people of Plataiai.
Some of those in flight made for the gate whereby they had
entered, but the gate had not only been closed but pinned so
that exit was impossible. Many were killed; many still ran
up and down the city streets in search of an exit; some in
desperation even mounted the walls and of these most jumped
to the safety of death. But others found safety through
treacherous Plataians, representatives of Naukleides and the
party who had invited them into the city. For a woman gave
one small group of fugitives an axe with which it cut through
the bar of an unguarded gate and gained safe exit. Though
many were killed and some few escaped the majority which had
kept together rushed into a large building whose doors were
open, thinking that doors so large were city gates.47 The
Plataians immediately considered burning the building along
with its occupants within, but the Thebans sued for peace and
surrendered themselves along with their stragglers who were

yet wandering about the city, and agreed to whatever terms the
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Plataians wished to enforce.

Meanwhile, those who had escaped met the main body of
the Thebans who were on the march in support of the first
flush. With the news of the Theban reversal they hastened to
the rescue, but the rain and the concomitant higher level of
the Asopos impeded their way. Some of these while yet on
the march were either killed or taken captive by those Pla-
taians who were outside the city. Consequently, the main
body of the Thebans, because it had arrived too late to assist
the coup, but, nonetheless, found itself in Plataian terri-
tory, proceeded to gather up outside the walls those Plataians
it could in order to secure hostages to exchange for the
Thebans who were prisoners inside the city. But before any
hostage was taken,48 a Plataian herald came up to the Thebans,
upbraided their breach of the peace and warned them that if
such actions were continued, the Plataians would put to death
any Thebans they then held, but if the Thebans withdrew from
their territory and caused no more harm, the Theban hostages
would be returned. The Thebans yielded. Thereupon, the Pla-
taians hastily went about bringing into the city the movable
property from the countryside, in case the Thebans might re-
consider their decision. Another messenger was sent to
Athenai.

The first Plataian messenger had arrived at Athenai and
reported that the city was under attack; the second related
the city's success. The Athenians answered with a request
that the Plataians take no rash action regarding the Thebans

they held. One hundred and eighty had been taken and among
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these was Eurymachos, their commander, the son of Leontié&des
who bore the laurels for the medizing of Thebai49 during the
period of the Persian Wars. His presence can have done
nothing for the Thebans' cause. The Athenian messenger ar-
rived too late, indeed, on the aftermath of a bloodbath. The
hundred and eighty had been slaughtered.50

After this an Athenian contingent marched to Plataiai,
brought in food, took out the women and children and those
not able to defend the city, and left a garrison in expecta-

tion of further hostilities. The Peloponnesian War had

begun.Sl

During the next two years the Athenian garrison stayed
on at Plataiai, effectively isolated from Athenai, for almost
immediately after the Theban incursion, the Peloponnesians

launched their forces against nearby Oinée.52 In the summer

53

of the second year the Peloponnesians and their allies under

Lakedaimonian King Archidamos invaded the lands of Plataiai.54
After the army had made camp before the city, plans were made
to ravage the territory, when representatives came out from

Plataiai in an effort to appeal to the king and to dissuade

him:55

Archidamos and Lakedaimonians, you are
acting unjustly, and in a manner unworthy
either of yourselves or of the fathers from
whom you are sprung, when you invade the
territory of the Plataians. For Pausanias,
son of Klebmbrotos, the Lakedaimonian, when
he had freed Hellas from the Persians, to-
gether with such of the Hellenes as chose
to share the danger of the battle that took
place in our territory, offered sacrifice
in the market-place of the Plataians to Zeus
Eleutherios, and calling together all the
allies restored to the Plataians their land
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and city to hold and inhabit in independence,

and no one was ever to march against
unjustly or for their enslavement;

them

but in

that case the allies then present were to
defend them with all their might. These
privileges your fathers granted to us on
account of the valour and zeal we displayed
amid those dangers, but you do the very con-
trary; for with the Thebans, our bitterest

enemeies, you are come to enslave us.

calling to witness the gods in whose

But
names we

then swore and the gods of your fathers and

of our country, we say to you, wrong

not the

land of Plataiai nor violate your oaths, but
suffer us to live independent, according as
Pausanias granted that to us as our right.

To the Plataian envoys Archidamos replied:

What you say is just, men of Plataiai,
if what you do is consistent with your words.
For according as Pausanias bestowed that pri-
vilege upon you, so do you assert your own

independence and help us to set free

the

others also who, having shared in the dangers
of that time, swore the same oaths with you,
and are now in subjection to the Athenians;
for it is to recover their freedom and that
of the rest that these great preparations for
war have been made. Therein you should take
part, if possible, and yourselves abide by

the oaths; otherwise keep quiet, as

we have

already proposed, continuing to enjoy your own

possessions; take part with neither

side,

receive both sides as friends but for hostile
purposes neither. And this will be satisfac-

tory to us.

The Plataian ambassadors heard him out and then returned

to their city. After reporting to the Plataians they went

back to Archidamos' camp and advised him that
sible for Plataiai to do what he had proposed
securing Athenian consent. They also made it

such a predicament they feared for their very

it was impos-
without first
clear that in

lives and state,

since their wives and children were then in Athenai. They

could not afford to rouse the ire of Athenai by acting with-

out consulting her. Further they feared that

if they were
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to remain neutral and receive both sides equally the The-
bans likewise would have to be admitted and would again have
an opportunity to seize their city.

Archidamos attemped to reassure them:

You need only consign the city and your
homes to us, the Lakedaimonians, pointing
out to us the boundaries of your land and
telling us the number of your trees and what-
ever else can be numbered; then as for your-
selves migrate to whatever place you please,
remaining there while the war lasts; but as
soon as the war is over we will give back to
you whatever we have received; until then we
will hold it all in trust, working the land
and paying you whatever rent will satisfy you.

The Plataian envoys went back once more to the city, re-
lated what had been said and then replied to Archidamos that
it was the desire of their city to be allowed to consult with
the Athenians regarding his proposals and that if Athenian
consent were attained Plataiai would do as he requested.
Archidamos accepted the Plataian request and a truce was
granted while the Plataian envoys were in transit. Upon their
return they addressed themselves to their fellow citizens:

The Athenians assure you, Plataians, that
as in times past, since you became their allies,
they have never on any occasion deserted you
when you were being wronged, so now they will
not suffer you to be wronged, but will assist
you with all their might. They therefore adjure
you, by the oaths which your fathers swore, not
to break off the alliance.

With this assurance the Plataians decided to honour their
alliance with Athenai and to suffer the consequences at hand.56
The city gates were secured and to Archidamos answer was made

from within the walls. Archidamos then prepared for the at-

tack but before the assault, justified his action in prayer:
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Gods and heroes who protect the land of
Platajiai, be our witnesses that we did no
wrong in the beginning, but only after the
Plataians first abandoned the oath we all
swore did we come against this land, where
our fathers, invoking you in their prayers,
conquered the Persians, and which you made
auspicious for the Hellenes to fight in, and
that now also, if we take any measures, we
shall be guilty of no wrong; for though we
have made them many reasonable proposals we
have failed. Grant therefore your consent,
that those be punished for the wrong who
first began it, and that those obtain their
revenge who are seeking to exact it lawfully.
Hostilities began. The enemy first cut down the avail-
able trees to use in building a stockade around the besieged
so that none could escape.57 Then a mound was raised against
the wall for the purpose of scaling it. Timber cut on
Kithairon was used to build a frame-like structure on the
sides of the mound to gird it and prevent its spreading as it
grew. Into the framed space, wood, stones, earth and avail-
able debris was thrown for seventy days and nights as the
Lakedaimonians and their allies worked in shifts to build up
the mound. But where it rose, the Plataians set atop their
wall an auxiliary structure to counter the mound's growing
height. A wooden framework was erected and inside the frame,
bricks taken from nearby houses were laid while both workers
and the additional wall were protected by coverings of skins
and hides placed on the structure's exterior. The wall ex-
tension kept apace of the growing mound but only until new
measures were introduced.
The Plataians made a breach in their wall where the mound

came in contact, and through it they began to bring the earth

and fill from the mound into their city. When the Peloponne-
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sians became aware of the new expedient they began to throw
into the opening to their mound clay packed in reed con-
tainers large enough to retard easy retrieval through the
breach. To counter that action, the Plataians then dug an
underground channel and guessing when they had reached be-
neath the mound began again to draw away the fill through
the channel and into their city, which process continued
unnoticed by the Peloponnesians for a long time. Work was
stopped on the brick wall extension and another wall was be-
gun inside the city in the event that the wall and exten-
sion at the mound might fall to the enemy. This latest wall
was built in the shape of a half-moon to extend from the
original wall at points on either side of the breached wall
and mound in making a pocket between the city and that part
of the wall under assault. Consequently, if the enemy forces
proved successful in taking the original wall and its brick
extension by scaling this by way of the mound, they would be
confronted with another wall which would minimize the chances
of any further success against the city. And if the enemy
proceeded against the newest wall it would, moreover, find
itself in the pocket so formed exposed to attack from both
sides of the crescent.

The Peloponnesians, meanwhile, brought up siege-engines,
battering rams amongst them, against various sections of the
wall. One was brought up over the mound and a large part of
the brick extension gave way. But against the other rams
the Plataians were able to hold their own. Sometimes nooses

were thrown over them and the rams themselves were brought
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up over the walls and into the city. At other times great

beams suspended by long iron chains attached to the ends of
two poles resting on the wall and extending outside it were
let drop onto the battering ram, breaking the head and its

effect.

The Plataian resistance was so effective that the enemy
in consequence resorted to fire. Brushwood was brought up
the mound and thrown into the pocket between it and the cres-
cent wall and when the pocket was filled and the wood even
overflowed into the city, pitch and sulphur was thrown over
the brush and then set fire. With the right winds58 the
conflagration would have spread to buildings within the walls
but as luck would have it, a heavy thunder-shower extingui-
shed the flames.59

With this added failure the Peloponnesians began to set-
tle in for a long siege. The larger part of the army was
dismissed and the remnant proceeded to build a siege-wall
more permanent than the stockade. Parallel ditches were dug
around the Plataian wall at some distance away from it. The
siege-wall60 within these two ditches was actually two walls
joined together by one roof. The inner wall kept the Pla-
taians in, and the outer, possible Athenian auxiliaries out.
These two walls, sixteen feet apart, were both furnished with
battlements, and at every tenth there were high roofed towers
which extended from one wall to the other filling the inter-
val. Each tower was intersected by a passageway which con-
nected the spaces between the towers within the outer walls,

and these spaces were divided into rooms to house the guards.
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The walls were constructed of bricks made from the clay ex-
cavated from the two ditches61 and when completed were coated

63 the main force

with whitewash.62 with the wall finished,
which was left to build it withdrew, leaving half of the wall
to be guarded by the Peloponnesians and the other half by the
Thebans. None but eighty Athenians and five hundred and ten
Plataians, one hundred and ten being women to prepare their
food, waited out their time within the walls -- anticipating
relief or death.

It was not long before provisions within the walls neared
point of depletion;64 throughout autumn no aid had arrived
from Athenai. In face of starvation and already in the cold
of winter the Plataians abandoned within the city and the
Athenians with them planned in desperation to force or scale
the enemy wall. First they counted the layers of bricks in
a part of the siege-wall which was without whitewash énd in
this way were able to estimate the height of the walls and
built ladders which approximated the height.

After the ladders were ready the Plataians waited for a
moonless night that they might not be easily seen scaling the
whitened walls, and one accompanied with rain and wind when
the soldiers were accustomed to leave the battlements of
their siege-wall to keep watch from the protection of the
towers. On such a night one group struck out,65 only lightly
armed and with only one foot (the left) shod.66 The other
group remained within the walls to create a diversion when
necessary on the side of the city and siege-walls opposite

the area where the first group tried its escape.
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The escapers left the city,67 crossed the first ditch and
reached a section of the siege-wall between towers without
alarming the guards stationed in them. The ladders were set
against the wall and twelve men climbed up to the battle-
ments and then divided into two groups left and right and
scurried for the towers on either side. More men carrying
short spears mounted the wall and behind these still more
carrying shields for their companions who went ahead. Many
were already up on the battlements when one man while climb-
ing dislodged a tile. It fell with a thud. The alarm was
sounded and the enemy rushed from the nearby towers to man
the battlements. But most of the enemy force did not yet
know against which part of the siege-wall the assault had
been lodged and with good timing those yet within the Pla-
taian walls sallied out and began to make their sham attack
against the opposite portion of the enemy's wall. In the
confusion as to where the attack actually was, the Pelopon-
nesians and Thebans remained at their stations and declined
to reinforce one another, until some three hundred of them
circled outside their wall as they headed in the direction of
the diversion. In the meantime beacon fires were lit by the
enemy to flash towards Thebai the signal for aid, but imme-
diately the Plataians also 1lit fires atop their own walls in
an attempt to confuse the message.

While the diversions were implemented, those Plataians
already on the battlements slew the enemy guards and gained
control of two towers while the rest of the escapers climbed

up to the battlements in between, knocking them down as they
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passed. Some of the Plataians had climbed onto the tower
roofs as well, and from above and below a rain of arrows and
javelins kept the enemy at bay, while most of the group
streamed over the siege-wall, and prepared to ford the outer
ditch.

The east wind was driving cold and sleet, and a thin
layer of ice had formed on the surface of the water within
the ditch. The water in the second ditch was also much
deeper than in the inner68 and the ice was not thick enough
to hold a man -- only thin enough to sting as he waded through
icy water chin-deep. The last Plataians were managing the
outer ditch, when the three hundred who had been distracted
to the diversion came upon them en masse and carrying torches.
But with these torches the enemy created their own spotlight,
as it were, and into the light the Plataians hurled still more
javelins and arrows while they themselves remained an uncer-
tain target in the dark. The Plataian and Athenian survivors
then rallied and hurried away from their pursuers and into the
darkness, but not directly by the road to Athenai as would
have been expected by the enemy, but by way of the road to
Thebai; and as they made their way, the shrine of Andro-
krates on their right, they saw behind them enemy torches
leading towards Kithairon and the Oak's Heads and proceeding
almost in the opposite direction. For six or seven stades
the Plataian fugitives proceeded on the road towards Thebai
but when they came to the road that led to Erythrai they
turned and followed that, until reaching Kithairon they were

able to escape to Athenai. Some of their group had turned
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back before attempting to cross the siege-wall and one of the
archers who was last to attempt the outer ditch was taken in
the depths of the channel, but two hundred and twelve had
escaped.

The enemy abandoned its fruitless search and returned
to the siege-wall. Those Plataians and Athenians who had
turned back had returned to their walls as well, but as they
were not certain of the outcome of the fugitives, it was as-
sumed that none had survived. At daybreak the following day
it was pessimism and ultimate desperation that sent a herald
from the Plataian walls to ask the Peloponnesians for a truce
so that they could at least retrieve their dead. 1Ironically,
it was the enemy who vouchsafed a reply of its own defeat and
the partial Plataian victory. Plataiai withstood the siege
for the remainder of the winter and all the following spring.

The following summer the besieged could endure no lon-
ger.69 Weak from starvation, they could not repel a final
assault from the enemy. The Peloponnesians had the Plataians
at their mercy, but did not wish ultimately to take either
Plataiai or Plataians in the final event by force. For the
enemy considered that if the city were taken by storm, it
would later have to be released by the probable terms of
settlement at the end of the war, but if the city were to
come over to its side of its own accord, at least nominally,
it would not have to be released. For such reason a herald
was sent to the Plataians to announce that if they would of
their own deliver up their city to the Lakedaimonians and

submit to Spartan judgment, the guilty among them would be
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punished but none contrary to justice. The Plataians were

at this point too debilitated to consider the nuances and
ambiguities of the Lakedaimonian proposal and surrendered

the city -- voluntarily. The Peloponnesians did feed the
Plataians and their Athenian cohorts but only for the amount
of days that was required for judges, five in number, to come
from the Peloponnesos.

The trial began. No accusation was brought against the
defendants either singly or in a body. One question was
asked: Have you rendered any advantage to the Lakedaimonians
and their allies in this war? The Plataians naturally re-
quested to be heard more fully in their defence and chose
Astymachos, the son of Asopélaos, and L&kon, son of Arim-
nestos,70 two Plataians who spoke on their behalf:

When we surrendered our city, Lakedai-
monians, trusting in your good faith, we had
no thought that we should have to undergo a
trial like this, but supposed it would be a
more regular procedure; and when we consen-
ted to be on trial before you and you alone as
judges, as we now are, we believed that we
should be most likely to obtain fair treatment.
But now we fear that we have been disappointed
in both expectations; for we have good reason
to suspect, not only that the issues involved in
the trial are of the gravest nature but also
that you will not prove to be impartial judges.
These inferences we draw from the fact that no
accusation was first brought against us requiring
a plea in defence, but we have had to ask leave
to speak, and that the question which is put to
us is so curt that a truthful answer to it is
against our interests, while a false one can be
exposed at once. But beset as we are with per-
plexities on every hand, we are forced, as in-
deed seems to be the safer course, to say some-
thing and take the risk; for to men in our
condition not to have spoken would cause us after-
wards to reproach ourselves with the thought
that, had the word been spoken, it would have
saved us. A further difficulty in our position
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is the task of convincing you. For if we

were strangers to each other, we might find

it to our advantage to introduce evidence

on matters with which you were unacquainted;
but as it is, anything that we shall say is
already known to you, and what we fear is, not
that you have already judged our virtues to

be inferior to your own and now make that a
charge against us, but that in order to
gratify others, (those others being the Thebans),
we are to appear before a court that has al-
ready decided against us.

Nevertheless, we shall present whatever
just claims we have, both as regards our quar-
rel with the Thebans and as touching you and
the rest of the Hellenes, and thus, by re-
minding you of our public services, shall try
to persuade you. In reply to the curt inquiry
of yours, whether we have rendered any good
service to the Lakedaimonians and their allies
in this war, if you ask us as enemies, we say
that you are not wronged if you did not re-
ceive benefit at our hands; but if in asking
it you regard us as friends, we reply that you
yourselves rather than we are at fault, in that
you made war upon us. But in the war against
the Persians and during the peace which followed
we have proved ourselves good and true men; we
have not now been the first to break the peace,
and then we were the only Boiotians who rallied
to defend the freedom of Hellas. For though we
are an inland people, we took part in the sea-
fight at Artemision; 1in the battle that was
fought here in our own land we stood side by
side with you and Pausanias; and whatever
perils arose to threaten the Hellenes in those
days, we bore our part in them all beyond our
strength. And to you in particular, Lakedai-
monians, at that critical moment when after the
earthquake Sparta was encompassed by a mighty
terror owing to the revolt of the Helots and
their occupation of Ithéme, we sent a third part
of our citizens to bring aid. These are things
you ought not to forget.

Such was the part we were proud to play in

the great actions of the past. It was not until
later that we became your enemies, and for this
you yourselves were to blame; for when the

Thebans oppressed us and we sought alliance with
you, you rebuffed us and bade us apply to the
Athenians, because they were near, whereas you
lived far away. In the course of this war, how-
ever, you have neither suffered, nor were ever
in danger of suffering, any extraordinary harm
at our hands. And if we refused to revolt from
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the wrong; for they helped us against the
Thebans when you held back. After that it
would not have been honourable for us to
desert them, above all when we were their
debtors and when at our own request we had been
admitted to their alliance and shared our
cities with one another.7l1 On the contrary,
there was every reason why we should heartily
obey their commands. And whatever measures
either you or they have initiated for your
allies, it is not the followers who are to
blame for any wrong that has been done, but
those who have led them into evil courses.

As for the Thebans, they have done us many
wrongs in the past, and you yourselves are well
aware of this crowning outrage, which has
brought us into our present plight. They at-
tempted to seize our city in time of peace, and
furthermore on a day of festival; therefore
we were justified in punishing them in accor-
dance with the law which has universal sanction,
that it is right to repel him who comes against
you as an enemy; and now we cannot reasonably
be made to suffer on their account. For if you
shall decide the question of justice by such
considerations as your immediate advantage and
their hostility, you will show yourselves to be,
not true judges of what is right, but rather to
be mere slaves of expediency. And yet if the
Thebans seem serviceable to you now, we and the
rest of the Hellenes were of far greater service
to you when you were in greater danger. For now
you are attacking others and are a menace to
them, but in that crisis, when the barbarian was
threatening us all with slavery, these men were
on his side. And it is only fair that you should
set our present error, if error there has been,
over against the zeal we showed then; if you do,
you will find, not only that the zeal outweighs
the offence, but also that it was shown at a time
when it was a rare thing for Hellenes to oppose
their courage to the power of Xérxes. At that
time the greater praise was given to those who,
instead of intriguing in security for their own
advantage with reference to the invasion, were
ready to hazard the noblest course though fraught
with danger. With these we took our stand and
were honoured among the foremost; but now, for
the same conduct, we fear lest we are to be des-
troyed, in that we have chosen the Athenians
from regard to right rather than you for profit.
And yet you ought to show yourselves consistent,
giving the same judgment concerning the same
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to be only this--to cherish an ever-enduring
gratitude toward the best of your allies for
their wvalour, while also securing what may be
to your advantage at the present moment.

Consider, too, that you are now regarded
by most of the Hellenes as an example of up-
rightness; but if the verdict you give con-
cerning us shall be inequitable, beware (since
the case you are deciding here is not obscure,
but you the judges are the object of men's
praise and we the defendants are of no mean
repute), beware, I say, lest men repudiate an
unseemly sentence passed upon good men by men
still better and resent the dedication in the
common temples of spoils taken from us, the
benefactors of Hellas. Monstrous will it seem
that the Lakedaimonians should sack Plataiai,
and that you, whose fathers inscribed the name
of our city on the tripod at Delphoi in com-
memoration of her valour, should blot her out,
house and home, from the map of Hellas--to
please the Thebans! For to this depth of mis-
fortune have we come, we who, when the Persians
prevailed, were on the verge of ruin, and now
when we plead before you, formerly our closest
friends, we are beaten by Thebans; and we have
had to face two supreme dangers, at that time
of perishing by starvation if we had not sur-
rendered our city, and now of standing trial
for our lives. And we have been thrust aside
by all, we men of Plataiai, who were zealous
toward the Hellenes beyond our strength, and
are now desolate and undefended. No one of our
former allies now aids us, and as for you,
Lakedaimonians, our only hope, we fear that
you are not steadfast.

And yet we adjure you, for the sake of the
gods who of old sanctioned our alliance and for
our good service in the cause of the Hellenes,
to relent and change your minds, if you have
been in any way won over by the Thebans, and in
your turn to ask of them the boon not to put to
death those whom it ill becomes you to slay,
that you may thus receive an honest instead of
a shameful gratitude, and may not in giving
pleasure to others get in return ignominy for

yourselves. It is a simple matter to take our
lives, but a grievous task to blot out the in-
famy of it; for we are not enemies whom you

would have a right to punish, but good friends
who were forced into war with you. You would,
therefore, render a righteous judgment if you
guaranteed us security of life and if you bore
in mind, before it is too late, that it was in
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voluntary surrender and with outstretched hands
that you received us (and the usage of the Hel-
lenes forbids the slaying of suppliants); and,
moreover, that we have always been your bene-
factors. Turn your eyes upon the sepulchres of
your fathers, slain by the Persians and buried
in our land, whom we have honoured year by year
with a public offering of raiment and other
customary gifts; the first fruits too, of all
that the earth each year has produced have been
brought them, the tribute of kindly hands from
a friendly land and of allies to those who were
once their companions in arms. All this you
would reverse by an unjust verdict. Reflect:
when Pausanias buried them he thought he was

laying them in a friendly land and among friends;

but you, if you put us to death and make the
territory of Plataiai a Theban province, will
you not be leaving them in a hostile land and
among their (Theban) murderers -- these your
fathers and kinsmen -- and dispossessed of the
honours they now enjoy? Nay more, you will be
enslaving the very land in which the Hellenes
gained their 1liberty; you will be bringing
desolation upon the temples of the gods to whom
they prayed when they conquered the Persians;
and you will be robbing of their hereditary
sacrifices the people who founded and estab-
lished them.

These things are not consistent with your
honour, Lakedaimonians, nor can it be so to of-

fend against the common usage of the Hellenes and
against your ancestors, or to put us, your bene-
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factors, to death because of the enmity of others,

when you have not been wronged yourselves. Nay,
your good name demands that you should spare us
and be softened in heart, regarding us with a

dispassionate pity and bearing in mind, not only

how terrible will be our fate, but who we are
that must suffer, and how uncertain is fortune,

whose strokes sometimes fall even upon the inno-
cent. And we, as befits our condition and as our
sore need demands, entreat you in the name of the

common gods of the Hellenic race whom we invoke,

gods worshipped by us all at the same altars, to

listen to our prayers; and at the same time,
appealing to the oaths wherein your fathers

swore that they would never forget us, we become

suppliants before your ancestral tombs and call
upon the departed not to suffer us to come into

the power of Thebans or permit us, who were their

dearest friends, to be delivered into the hands
of their bitterest foes. We also remind you of

that day on which we shared with them in the most

brilliant deeds, we who now on this day are on
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the brink of the most awful fate. And now,
bringing our plea to an end -- and this must

be, howbeit for men in our condition it is

the hardest thing of all, seeing that with its
ending our mortal peril also draws near -- we
say that we did not surrender our city to the
Thebans -- in preference to that our choice
would have been to die of starvation, the most
horrible of deaths -- but capitulated to you be-
cause we trusted you. And it is but right, if
we fail in our plea, that you should restore

us to our former position and let us choose for
ourselves the danger that shall confront us.

And we likewise adjure you, Plataians that we
are, people who were most zealous for the cause
of Hellas, and are now your suppliants, O Lake-
daimonians, not to deliver us out of your hands
and your good faith to the Thebans, our bitterest
foes, but to become our saviours, and not, while
liberating the rest of the Hellenes, to bring
utter destruction upon us.

So the Plataians concluded, but the Thebans, who feared
that the Lakedaimonians might be moved by their plea, also
asked leave to speak. Their representatives came forward:

We should not have asked permission to
make this speech, if the Plataians had briefly
answered the question, and had not turned upon
us and accused us, at the same time setting up
a long defence of themselves on matters foreign
to the issue and on which no charge whatever
had been made against them, and praising them-
selves where nobody had blamed them. But as it
is, we must answer their charges and expose
their self-praise, in order that neither our
baseness nor their good repute may help them,
but that you may hear the truth about us both
before you decide.

The quarrel we had with them began in this
way: after we had settled the rest of Boiotia
and had occupied Plataiail and other places of
which we got possession by driving out a mixed
population, these Plataians disdained to sub-
mit to our leadership, as had been agreed upon
at first, and separating themselves from the
rest of the Boiotians and breaking away from
the traditions of our fathers went over to the
Athenians as soon as an attempt was made to
force them into obedience, and in conjunction
with the Athenians did us much harm, for which
they also suffered in return. Again, they say
that when the barbarians came against Hellas
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they were the only Boiotians who did not
medize, and for this especially they plume
themselves and abuse us. We say, however,

that the only reason they did not medize

was because the Athenians alsodid not, and
that, moreover, on the same principle, when

the Athenians afterwards assailed all Hellas,

" they were the only Boiotians who atticized.

And yet consider the circumstances under which
we each acted as we did. For the constitution
of our city at that time was, as it happened,
neither an oligarchy under equal laws nor yet

a democracy; but its affairs were in the hands
of a small group of powerful men -- the form
which is most opposed to law and the best re-
gulated polity, and most allied to a tyranny.
These men, hoping to win still greater power
for themselves if the fortunes of the Persian
should prevail, forcibly kept the people down
and brought him in. The city as a whole was
not in control of its own actions when Thebai
took the course it did, nor is it fair to re-
proach it for the mistakes it made when not
under the rule of law. At any rate, after the
Persian departed and Thebai obtained its law-
ful government, and when subsequently the
Athenians became aggressive and were trying to
bring not only the rest of Hellas but also our
country under their own sway (Battle of Oinophyta)
and, owing to factions amongst us, were already
in possession of most of it, pray observe
whether we fought and defeated them at Koroneia
and thus liberated Boiotia, and whether we are
now zealously helping to liberate the other
peoples, furnishing more cavalry and munitions
of war than any of the other allies. Such is
our defence against the charge of medism.

We will now try to show that you Plataians
have wronged the Hellenes more than we and are
more deserving of any punishment, however
severe. You became allies and citizens of
Athenai that you might, as you claim, obtain
protection against us. In that case you ought
only to have invoked their aid against us, in-
stead of assisting them in their aggressions
against others; such a course was certainly
open to you, in case you were ever being led
on by the Athenians against your will, since
the alliance of the Lakedaimonians here had
already been organized against the Persians --
the alliance of which you are always reminding
us. That would have been enough to keep us
from interfering with you, and, what is more
important, to enable you to take your own
counsel without fear. Nay, it was willingly



and not now under compulsion that you em-
braced the Athenian cause. You say, however,
that it would have been dishonourable to be-
tray your benefactors; but it was far more
dishonourable and wicked to betray to their
destruction all the Hellenes, with whom you
had sworn alliance, than merely the Athe-
nians, when they were endeavouring to enslave
Hellas, the others to liberate her. And the
recompense you made them is not equal, nor
indeed free from dishonour. For you were
being wronged, as you claim, when you invoked
their aid, but they were wronging others
when you became their helpers. And yet,
surely, not to repay favours with like
favours is dishonourable; but it is not so
when, though the debt was incurred in a just
matter, it can only be repaid by wrong-doing.

You have, therefore, made it clear that
even then it was not for the sake of the Hel-
lenes that you alone of the Boiotians re-
fused to medize, but merely because the Athe-
nians also refused while we did not, and you
preferred to act with the one party and against
the other. And now you expect to be rewarded
for the virtuous conduct that was due to the
inspiration of others! But that is unrea-
scnable; as you chose the Athenians, con-
tinue to fight on their side. And do not
keep reminding us of the alliance you made
then, and claim that it ought to save you now.
For you have abandoned it and in violation of
its principles have constantly aided, instead
of trying to prevent, the enslavement of the
Aiginetans and other members of the alliance;
and that, too, not against your will, since
you then enjoyed the laws under which you have
lived till now and were not, like us, under
compulsion by another. Moreover, you refused
to accept the last proposal we made you before
Plataiai was invested -- to leave you unmo-
lested if you would aid neither side. Who,
then, would more justly be hated by all the
Hellenes than you, who displayed your virtue
in order to compass their injury? Further-
more, those noble qualities which, as you
claim, you once displayed you have now made
plain were not properly yours, but your
natural longings have been put to the proof
and shown in their reality; for you have
followed the Athenians when they walked in the
way of iniquity. Such, then, is our affirma-
tion regarding our unwilling medism and your
willing atticism.

As to your last charge of wrong-doing on
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our part -- that we unlawfully attacked

your city in time of peace and on a day of
festival -- we do not think that in this
matter, either, we are more at fault than

you. If it was of our own motion that we
went to your city, fought you, and ravaged
your land as enemies, we are in the wrong;

but if some of your countrymen, the leading
men in both wealth and family, wishing to

put an end to your alliance with an outsider
and to restore you to the traditions of our
fathers which are common to all the Boio-
tians, of their own free will invoked our

aid, of what wrong are we guilty? For it is
those who lead that break the laws rather

than those who follow. But in my judgment
neither they nor we did wrong. They, who

are just as much citizens as you and had more
at stake, opened their gates and conducted
into their own city friends, not enemies,
because they wished that the baser sort among
you should not become still worse, and that
the better sort should have their deserts,
being the censors of your political principles
and not seeking to deprive the state of your
persons, but rather bringing you back into a
natural union with your kindred, and that with-
out making you an enemy of anyone but restoring
you to peace with all alike.

The proof that we acted in no hostile
spirit is that we wronged nobody, and made a
proclamation that anyone who wished to be a
citizen according to the hereditary ways of all
the Boiotians should come over to us. And you
came gladly, and entering into an agreement
with us you kept quiet at first; but after-
wards, when you became aware that we were few
in number -- even supposing we might seem to
have acted somewhat inconsiderately in entering
your town without the consent of the popular
party -- you did not repay us in kind, resor-
ting to no act of violence but endeavouring by
arguments to induce us to withdraw, but you
assailed us in violation of your agreement.

Now as to those whom you killed in hand-to-
hand conflict we are not so much grieved --

for they suffered, we grant you, by a kind of
law -- but as regards those whom you spared
when they stretched out their hands to you, and
then, though you afterwards promised us that
you would not kill them, lawlessly butchered --
was not that an abominable deed? And after
committing these three wrongswithin a short
space of time -- the violation of your agree-
ment, the subsequent murder of our men, and the



breaking of your promise to us not to kill
them if we spared your property in the
fields -- you nevertheless assert that we
were the transgressors, and claim exemption
from punishment for yourselves! No, not if
these judges decide aright; but for all these
crimes you must be chastised.

We have discussed these matters at
length, Lakedaimonians, both for your sakes
and our own, in order that you, for your part,
may know that you will justly condemn them,
and we that we have still more righteously
exacted vengeance. And let not your hearts
be softened when you hear them speak of their
ancient virtues, if indeed they ever had any;
for virtues might well be a succour to the
victims of wrong, but should bring a two-fold
penalty upon the authors of a shameful deed,
because their offence is out of keeping with
their character. And let not their lamenta-
tion and pitiful wailing avail them, nor their
appeals to the sepulchres of your fathers and
their own desolate state. For in answer we
too would point out that a far more dreadful
fate befell our young men who were butchered
by them, of whose fathers some died at Ko-
roneia trying to win Boiotia to your cause,
while others, left desolate at home in their
old age, with far greater justice make sup-
plication to you to take vengeance upon these
men. Pity is more worthily bestowed upon those
who suffer an unseemly fate, but those who,
like these Plataians, deserve their fate af-
ford on the contrary a subject for rejoicing.
As for their present desolation, that also 1is
their own fault; for of their own free will
they rejected the better alliance. They acted
unlawfully without having received provocation
at our hands, but through hatred rather than
according to a just judgment, and they could
not possibly pay now a penalty equal to their
guilt for they will suffer a lawful sentence;
and they are not, as they claim, stretching out
suppliant hands on the field of battle, but
have delivered themselves up to justice under
formal agreement. Vindicate, therefore, Lake-
daimonians, the law of the Hellenes which has
been transgressed by these men, and render to
us who have suffered by their lawlessness a just
recompense for the services we have zealously
given, and let us not because of their words be
thrust aside when we plead before you, but make
it plain to the Hellenes by an example that the
trials you institute will be of deeds, not words,
and that, if the deeds are good, a brief recital
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of them suffices, but if they are wrong,
speeches decked out with phrases are but
veils to hide the truth. ©Nay, if all
leaders, like you in the present instance,
should first state the facts briefly for

all concerned, and then pass sentence, there
will be less seeking of fair words after
foul deeds.

The Lakedaimonian judges listened to both sides, though
not impartially, and decided to uphold their previous deci-
sion that their laconic question was valid, namely, whether
or not the Lakedaimonians had received any advantage from the
Plataians during the war. For the Lakedaimonians also con-
sidered that they had urged the Plataians to maintain neu-
trality, and that when the Plataians refused such a proposal
it was the Plataians themselves who committed the first
wrong. In consequence, the Lakedaimonians had them come for-
ward again, this time one by one, and to each repeated the
same question. The answer almost to a man was negative --
none had rendered service to the enemy.

One by one more than two hundred Plataian men and twenty-
five Athenians were both tried and slain in almost the same
moment. The women were sold into slavery and the city was
lent out for most of the following year to the Megarians and
those few noble Plataians who deemed it worthy to save their
skins, until it was again destroyed by the Thebans,73 who
leased the Plataian lands from the Lakedaimonians for a ten-
year period and who also built near the sanctuary of Hera a
two-hundred foot square inn with rooms all around and on

both floors, in which they incorporated doors and roofs for

the structure and articles of iron and copper for furniture,
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these materials being salvaged from the rest of the city.
They also built to Hera a new stone temple two hundred feet
long on the sanctuary's former site.74 Ironically, the new
inn would have accommodated visitors and contestants at the
still celebrated Games of Freedom. The festival remained
more important than the ideal for which it was founded. The
Thebans occupied the land.

During the four-year siege many Plataians were killed
in defence of their walls;75 many more were slain through
Spartan justice; a few survived ignominiously. After the
city was burned by the Persians, the Plataians were able to
return as a body to their city. With the latest destruction
of their city and the Theban occupation of their lands, such
a return was precluded. Athenai had done nothing to keep her
promise of assistance to her smaller ally. Even when given
the chance she refused.76

Those Plataians who had escaped and their fellows they
had joined in Athenai were granted Athenian citizenship and
for the following six years resided at Athenai, no longer as
allies but as Plataian—Athenians.77

On motion of Hippokrates it is decreed
that the Plataians shall be Athenians from
this day, and shall have full rights as ci-
tizens, and that they shall share in all the
privileges in which the Athenians share, both
civil and religious, save any priesthood or
religious office which belongs to a particular
family, and that they shall not be eligible
to the office of the nine archons; but their
descendants shall be. And the Plataians shall
be distributed among the demes and the tribes;
and after they have been so distributed, it
shall no longer be lawful for any Plataian to

become an Athenian, unless he wins the gift
from the people of Athenai.
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Each Plataian, in order to gain this gift, submitted to the
scrutiny of the Athenian court. The successful applicant
had his name inscribed on a marble pillar which stood near
the Parthendén, but he could entertain no illusions of en-
tering into true citizenship. Even his Athenian-born off-
spring would be denied that favour unless born of an
Athenian mother.78 Athenian magnanimity rewarded the loyalty
of the Plataian people by a grant of second-class citizen-
ship. At Marathon the Plataian dead had been buried with
the slaves of battle; at Athenai they were to live in much
the same category as manumitted slaves.79

The Plataians, basically an inland people, had taken
to the sea when they joined the Athenian navy during and
after the manoeuvres at Artemision. This new skill they con-
tinued in the service of Athenai and no more than three years
had passed since being granted pseudo-citizenship, when they
joined the Athenians in an expedition against the city of
Megara.80

Under cover of darkness Athenian ships set sail one
summer night for the small island of Minbéa which lies outside
the city of Megara. A bridge connected the island to the
city81 and the bridge and island formed the western limit of
Nisaia, the harbour of Megara. While the Athenians held at
Minoa, the Plataians stationed themselves somewhat closer at
the town of Eny&lion. In the darkness before dawn, a device
was effected whereby the gates were opened from within to ad-

mit a cart. With the gates opened, Megarian accomplices

swiftly killed the guards there while the Plataians rushed in
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to secure the passage for the Athenians. Once inside, the
light-armed Plataians engaged successfully with the Pelopon-
nesians who at that time were nominally in control of Megara,
while the Athenian hoplites from their greater distance ran
towards the gates. 1In the confusion of night the city was
taken.82

Plataians, while they resided at Athenai, continued to
be used in strength for the defence and aggrandization of
Athenai, until in summer three years later83 Kléon of Athenai
took the city of Skiéne in northern Greece. The male inha-
bitants were slain, the women enslaved and their lands and
city given to the Plataians,84 for peace was imminent and
Athenai would soon no longer need the services they provided
in time of war.85 The new Plataiai survived for seventeen
years. Although their families made their homes there and
worked their newly acquired lands remote from the main theatre
of the Peloponnesian War, many Plataians continued in the
service of Athenai. They accompanied the Athenian expedition
against Sicilian Syrakoﬁsai86 and gave up their lives in that
service. But at the close of the war and under the terms to
which Athenai submitted, Skione was taken from the Plataians,
who again took refuge in the city of their "benefactors".87
For the next ten years that coalescence brought historical
oblivion until one Plataian youth, Thebédotos by name, found
himself the object of a suit brought before the Athenian
court of the Areiopégos.88

Lysias, one of the most prominent orators at Athenai,

had secured for himself the affections of the young Plataian.



73.

The amorous affair seemed harmless enough, but that another
Athenian by the name of Simon was similarly affected. Simon,
in defence of his claim on the young man's attentions, saw
fit to make a raid on Lysias' house and even attack him in
the street. Under pressures of such amorous rivalry, Lysias
decided that it would be best to leave Athenai for a time

and along with him he took Theodotos. Simon then tempora-
rily refrained from further antagonism, until Lysias returned
to Attika. It was then that Simon and some of his friends
attempted to seize the boy but not without a fight from his
lover Lysias.

The lovers' quarrel might never have appeared before the
court if money had not changed hands. It seemedof little
matter that a Plataian had prostituted himself in Athenian
hands; the problem was that his services were terminated,
and Simon, feeling that he had no other recourse, brought the
suit against Lysias.

Lysias opened his defence with flattery for the judges'
ears, and after a short apology that a man of his years
should have any such connection with a boy so young, he con-
centrated forthwith on the evils of his adversary. While he
himself had tried ways more kind with the boy, Simon, he de-
clared, had taken another course in forcing the young man to
do what he wished. The defendant then related the seizure
and chase which followed when he had returned from abroad to
PeiraieGs, bringing the boy with him. Next he attempted to
dispute the allegation that Simon had paid Theodotos three

hundred drachmat and to show that the boy could not have
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taken the money since the young man allegedly hated him.

We cannot be certain that Lysias won his case, but can as-
sume, since his defence has been preserved, that he success-
fully cleared himself and continued to enjoy the young
Plataian's affections in the end.

Nor was this the only occasion in which Lysias involved
himself in Plataian affairs before an Athenian court. 1In
another case89 he acted against one Pankléon, an alleged
Plataian. Pankleon's offence is not known, but what is clear
is that it was of importance to Lysias to disprove the fel-
low's claim to Plataian-Athenian citizenship in order to
support the accusation. Lysias informed the court that he
had asked Euthykritos, the oldest member of the Plataians at
that time, whether Hipparmbédoros had a son by the name of
Pankleon. Euthykritos could not confirm Pankleon's Plataian
status, and therefore Lysias took it upon himself to visit
the cheese market in Athenai where on the last day of the
month the Plataians were wont to congregate. Lysias reported
to the judges that neither confirmation nor denial was to be
had at the cheese market, but rather that first one, then
another, laid claim to ownership of Pankleon as his slave.
The verdict is not recorded for us, but what remains more im-
portant is that Plataian status was an avenue to Athenian
citizenship and that even after acceptance into the Athenian
state, Plataians must have been summoned to reaffirm their
claims to even second-class citizenship.

But the recorded abuse of any one Plataian was merely

indicative of the abuse that every Plataian-Athenian must
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have suffered during the decades of residence at Athenai
after the close of the Peloponnesian War. At first, under
the thirty tyrants, puppets whose strings reached as far as
Sparta, the Plataian democrats must have been highly sus-
pect. The Athenians had to court the favour of not only
Sparta but Thebai as well, and any debasement of her resident
Plataians would have been appreciated warmly in Thebai.90
As a final insult a defeated Athenai, in opposition to the
continuing supremacy of the Spartan victors, flew in the
face of Plataian loyalty by allying themselves with the
hated Thebans with whom they joined in battle against the
Spartans at Koroneia, though only to suffer crushing defeat.
And it was the Spartans ultimately who seven years after
Koroneia were instrumental in resettling the Plataians in
their lands and city. During the forty years92 that the

Plataians were forced to live away from home the Athenians

had done nothing to reinstate them.
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1. Thoukydides, 1.132.2.
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3. Pausanias, 10.15.1.

4. Pausanias, 10.16.6.

5. Herodotos, 9.52. H. Washington and C. Waldstein,
"Excavations by the American School at Plataia in 1891:
Discovery of a Temple of Archaic Plan," PASCSA 7 (1891)
390-405 have also concluded that the destruction of the
Heraion occurred at a date later than 479 B.C.

6. Herodotos, 9.65.

7. As to the date(s) of the funding and construction there
seems to be disagreement even among ancient authorities.
Ploutarchos, Aristeides 20.3, inclines to the erection
(there is a textual problem) and funding after the
Battle of Plataiai and Erythrai (479 B.(C.), whereas
Pausanias, 9.4.1, considers the funding to have been
from the spoils of the Battle of Marathon (490 B.C.).
The present writer is of the opinion that these two
references do not necessarily oppose each other, and,
consequently that funding was originally from Marathon,
confirmed at Plataiai and utilized after 479 B.C.

8. In view of the Atheno-Plataian alliance and a suggested
Ionic éthnos of the Plataians, it would be fitting that
the temple to Athena be of the Ionic order. Near the
location I have hesitatingly suggested for this temple
(Map: Plataiai-Ancient City), which location was ar-
rived at through process of elimination of possibili-
ties for which archaeological evidence is either known
or apparent, there were found architectural fragments
of Ionic order (I. Hunt, "Discoveries at Plataia in
1890: Notes on the Battlefield of Plataia," PASCSA 6
[1890] 470). The size of the temple, which was pro-
bably quite small, as well as the content of the pain-
tings which adorned it, have been conjectured plausibly
by A. de Ridder, "Le temple d'Athéna Areia a Platées,"
BCH 44 (1920) 160-169.

9. Pausanias, 9.4.1, 7.27.2 and Ploutarchos, Aristeides
20.3. B. Schweitzer, "Pheidias der Parthenonmeister,"
Archaologisches Jahrbuch 55 (1940) 194 has suggested
a date of c. 460 B.C.

10. Pausanias, 9.4.1. According to Soulé, 63, Polygnotos
may have completed the work c. 455 B.C. A textual
problem clouds the conjecture that Adrastos was the
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subject of Onasias' painting.
Demosthenes, Against Neaera 95.

Pausanias, 1.15.3. The date of the painting is about
460 B.C.

Large sections of the frieze are badly defaced while
other sections are but fragmentary. The most recent
theories of the frieze's content have been advanced by
E. Harrison, "A New Fragment from the North Frieze of
the Nike Temple," AJA 76 (1972) 194-197, "The South
Frieze of the Nike Temple and the Marathon Painting in
the Painted Stoa," 4J4 76 (1972) 353-378 (wherein has
been postulated a date of c. 425 B.C. and inclusion of
the Plataians on the south frieze) and E. Pemberton,
"The East and West Friezes of the Temple of Athena
Nike," AJA 76 (1972) 303-310.

Ploutarchos, Aristeides 20.4.

In the report of his recent excavations, T. Spyropoulos,
"E16ficeLg Ex Bolwwtilag- Ihatacatl," AAA 6 (1973) 375-
379, has reported neither the inscription nor image
having been found.

Pausanias, 9.2.5-6.

Ploutarchos, "On the Malice of Herodotos," Moralia 873B
and Aristeides 19.6.

Ploutarchos, Aristeides 21.1-5. Though the games took
form at this time they were probably vowed before the
Battle of Plataiai and Erythrai (479 B.C.) as Diodoros
of Sicily, 11.29.1, suggests.

The Delian League and the Athenian empire thus trace
their roots to the assembly at Plataiai.

The exact date, again cannot be ascertained. Plou-
tarchos, Aristeides 19.7 and 20.2, gives conflicting
evidence. J. Frazer, Pausanias' Description of Greece
5, chap.2 (New York 1965) 16, has noted on evidence of
CIGGS 1, no.l667 that the Plataians dated their public
documents after this time by the year of the priest of
Zeus Eleutherios.

P. Foucart, "Inscriptions de Béotie," BCH 9 (1885) 423.

The source is most likely the western Kontita Spring
since this is closer to the precinct of Zeus Eleu-
therios than is Moulki Spring.

Whether, when the year of the sacrifice for freedom and
the year of the games coincided, the two were held con-
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32,
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jointly is not known. It would, however, seem reason-
able to assume so in consideration of the relevance of
the one to the other. It also would seem reasonable
that both the annual sacrifice and the quadrennial
games were celebrated on the anniversary of the Battle
of Plataiai and Erythrai. This assumption finds some
support from Ploutarchos, Aristeides 19.7, although
Soulé, 76, has divided the observances so that the as-
sembly and games would occur in late August (the time
of the battle) whereas the funeral celebration would
fall in November or December.

Pausanias, 9.2.5-6.
IG 7, 49 intermittently through 3200.

It is interesting to note that even during the past
games in the present decade Theban dignitaries were
not made welcome to the extent that officials from
other cities were, despite the fact that modern
Plataiai now lies in Boiotia.

In considering the extraordinary length of course in-
volved in the armed hoplite race at Plataiai compared
to the length of foot-race courses elsewhere in ancient
Greece, E. Gardiner, "Notes on the Greek Foot Race,"”
JHS 23 (1903) 282 has written: "The ordinary distance
appears to have been a diaulos (i.e. one stade to a
turning point and one stade return). The term {(nm.og
(used by Philéstratos, On Gymnasties) may denote a
double diaulos." The course, then, according to Gar-
diner may have been as long as four stades (about six
hundred metres) but according to L. Robert, "Recherches
épigraphiques," REA 31 (1929) 15, as great as fifteen
stades, being the distance from the trophy (erected
after the Battle of Plataiai and Erythrai) and the
altar of Zeus Eleutherios.

Philostratos, On Gymnastics 264.
Philostratos, On Gymnastics 273.

W. Dittenberger, Sylloge Inscriptionum Graecarum 3
(Hildesheim 1960) 1064.

I6¢ 1711.

L. Robert, Les gladiateurs dans l'orient grec (Amster-
dam 1971) 245, and IG 3.1128, 1131 and 1135.

Loukillios, "On Prizefighters," Greek Anthology 11.81.
The Plataians, in honouring the alliance of Greeks

present at the Battle of Plataiai and Erythrai, did
send aid to the Spartans during the Messenian revolt
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at Ithome (of uncertain date but between 464 and 455
B.C.). From references in Thoukydides (3.54.5), Hero-
dotos (9.64) and Pausanias (9.4.2), G. Huxley,
"Aeimnestos the Plataian" in "Two Notes on Herodotos,"
Greek, Roman and Byzantine Studies 4 (1963) 5-7,

in a brilliant piece of scholarship, has most convin-
cingly shown that Aeimmestos and the Plataian general

of the Persian War period, Arimnestos, are one and the
same person. To summarize his research, Arimnestos

led three hundred Plataians to Messenia in aid of the
Spartans against the revolting helots at the time of

the great earthquake. At Stenykleros, Plataian casual-
ties were heavy and Arimnestos was among the fallen.

On the basis of Huxley's work, it can then be conjectured
that the monument which according to Pausanias was de-
dicated to Arimnestos at Plataiai would have been erected
very shortly after the general's death (c. 455 B.C.).

In 457 B.C. the Spartans were active in central Greece
and proceeded to reinstate Thebai in her position as
dominant power in Boiotia (J. Larsen, Greek Federal
States 32).

456 B.C.

Hellenika Oxyrhynchia 11.3. Plataiai from 456-447 B.C.
was probably in control of the whole of Southern Upper
Parasopia.

447 B.C.
445 B.C.

J. Larsen, Greek Federal States 133, n.l, has noted that
"M. Sordi, Atene e Roma, 1965, 14f., is positive that
Plataea was not a member (of the Boiotian Confederacy)
between 447 and 427 (B.C.)." Further, I. Bruce, "Plataea
and the Fifth-century Boeotian Confederacy," Phoenix 22
(1968) 190 has felt that Plataiai was not a member in
431 B.C. Nevertheless the possibility that Larsen has
expressed (133), namely, that Plataiai could have at the
same time been both a member (at least nominally) of the
Boiotian council and an ally of Athenai, seems most at-
tractive. We know that Plataiai was caught between con-
flicting alliances during the opening years of the Pelo-
ponnesian Wars -- the one alliance with Athenai (c. 519
B.C.) and the other with the Greek states (including
Sparta) which fought together at Plataiai (479 B.C.).

It seems quite possible, then, that Plataiai was a mem-
ber of the Boiotian Confederacy in 431 B.C. (until the
Theban attack) while yet allied with Athenai and further
that her Athenian leaning and the duplicity which it may
have involved invited corrective action from Thebai, the
administrative head of the confederacy, perhaps even
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with the sanction of the majority of the confederate
members.

431 B.C. Thoukydides, 2.1ff. W. Dinsmoor, The Archons
of Athens in the Hellenistic Age (Amsterdam 1966) 332,
has argued for a date of March 5, 431 B.C.

Herodotos, 7.233, states rather four hundred Thebans.

Demosthenes, Against Neaira 99, considers that Archi-
damos, king of Sparta, was the instigator of the Theban

attack and that Naukleides had been bribed into treachery.

Demosthenes' tenet is guite creditable in view of the
Thebo-Spartan friendship of the time, but whether it
was Spartan or Theban or combined action which nurtured
the betrayal, the real source must be seen to have been
within the city itself. The oligarchic element at
Plataial must have considered that the propitious and
pressing moment had arrived for their bid to ascendancy
and domination of the democratic majority. In a climate
of imminent war the oligarchs, who owned the largest
share of lands outside the walls, would have realized
that a democratic Plataiai would have its properties
ravaged, but that a pro-Theban Plataiai's lands would be
left to prosper. And in view of such a realization,

the oligarchic faction would have gained increasing
support from those who had lesser landed interests and
even from those who tilled for hire. As L. Losada, The
Fifth Column in the Peloponnesian War (Leiden, 1972) 62,
has seen: "The fact that an alliance with Thebes would
provide greater protection for their interests than the
Athenian alliance may well have played a role in the
motivation of the fifth columnists."

Thoukydides, 3.56.2.

That Eurymachos was leader is verified by Herodotos,
7.233, although he is named not necessarily to the ex-
clusion of the boiotarchs.
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