
 Investigating Musical Activities In BC Correctional Institutions

Literature: Review of 54 Articles
on Music in Carceral Settings
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Pairs professional musicians with
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To create a report answering the following:
What musical activities are or have been offered
to institutionalized individuals in provincial and
federal correctional facilities in BC? 
What proportion of incarcerated individuals
partake in organized musical activities? 
Which demographics are participating in
organized musical activities? 

A mixed-method survey is sent to
programs directors of provincial and
federal correctional facilities in BC. Data is
collected and analyzed in conjunction with
surrounding literature to create a report.

Objectives
 

Method
 

Purpose
 

Finding Rhythms 

Music charity that pairs UK artists
with incarcerated individuals to
create a collaborative music tape.

Good Vibrations

Participants are taught about
Gamelan and Indonesian culture
and learn how to play Gamelan
instruments.
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An understanding of the operational musical
activities in BC institutions could inform future
research into the effectiveness, consistency, and
cultural responsivity of these programs. Most of the
literature on musical practices in carceral settings is
from the United States and the United Kingdom.
Examining activities in BC provides information on
Canadian contexts, for example, musical practices
in place to address the overrepresentation of
Indigenous people in Canadian institutions.
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