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Judicial records are the largest body of
historical primary sources involving medieval
Anglo-Jewish women and demonstrate their
prevalence in the law courts. While legal
sources are often expected to be objective,
there are elements of court records that allow
for literary readings. These elements include
dramatized accounts, layered
narration, bored marginal “doodles,” Biblical

witness

allusion, and gendered and  religious
stereotypes.
This research focuses on the Solomon

Turbe case—a murder trial recorded in the
plea rolls in 1220 CE—which “reveals...
complex interactions between Christians and
Jews, and the intertelationships of several
Jewish communities” (MAJIV). Prominent

figures such as Mirabel of Gloucester and
Isaac of Norwich are involved. Also, Elias of
Warwick (Abraham Gabbay’s pledge) and his
family appear in another violent case twenty-
four years later.

Fig.1 Isaac of Norwich, Avigaye, and Mosse in Exchequer Receipt Roll, 1233.
TNAE 401/1565, m. 1.

NOTE ON TERMINOLOGY: The source material and the
people within, when viewed through the literary lens, are described
here as a “literary text” and “characters” respectively. This
approach is used to further analysis and not to devalue the subjects
which are real people and events.

% A survey of prominent cases in the plea rolls of
the Exchequer of the Jews was conducted using
Latin manuscripts preserved in The National
Archives of the UK, as well as translated volumes
of these plea rolls. The Solomon Turbe murder
case was selected for specific analysis.

¢ The Medieval Anglo-Jewish Women (MAJW) project,
which maps the relations of Anglo-Jewish women
through their involvements in medieval coutt cases,
informed the direction and scope of this research.

Critical Archival Theory
Not only are there layered narratives within the

relevant plea roll, but also its creation, preservation,

and presentation has relied on potentially hostile,
antisemitic parties. We can think of such archives as
biased technologies:

...the click of the camera’s shutter
acts like a verdict—a very limited
portion of information is captured,
framed, and made appropriable by
those who become its rights
holders. The verdict—shutter Is
common to other  imperial
technologies and was in use prior
to the invention of the camera.
(Azoulay iv)

Azoulay’s analogy of camera-framing exposes the
Christian  scribes’ over the characters and
narratives that they capture, as well as the influence of
modern scholars such as J.M. Rigg (whose translation
of the Solomon Tutbe case was published in PRE]
vol. 1in 1905).
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The timeline below arranges the legal
proceedings of Solomon Turbe’s murder trial in
chronological order as a bare representation of
events faithful to the primary source. Secondaty

sources were required to ascertain the correct

chronology due to inaccuracies in the
manuscript’s  arrangement of pages. This
approach removes the dramatization and

gendered stereotypes seen in the raw material:
Comitissa, wife of Solomon, is depicted as
hysterical and unreliable, while Mirabel, a well-
netwotked and wealthy businesswoman, is
direct, discreet, and resourceful.
Character Narratives

The character narratives are first-person
representations of potential events written as
interactive narratives in Twine. This creative
approach highlights uncertainty and negative
space, undermining the assumption of truth and
objectivity in historical primary sources. It also
dramatizes character-specific events,
emphasizing the literary elements of the text.
Marginal “Doodles”

Marginal doodles show Christian scribes
sketching their  Jewish
compattiots, and interpretation of them can
reveal the biases of modern scholars as well.
Some assumptions regarding the hostility of
drawings have been debunked (see man with
weigh-scale in Fig.1), and some confirmed (see
Isaac of Norwich as Antichrist in Fig.1)—while
others have revealed a historical “same-ing” of
Jewesses and Christians (see Fig.2).

caricatures  of

¢ This research questions linear history by
participating in the ongoing discussion
around the study of medieval Jewish
history through potentially hostile records,
the value of a literary analysis on non-
literary texts, and the importance of

unlearning imperialism.

primary source as much as the timeline
does, but rather than recounting the main
3 2

natrrative, the interactive

narratives isolate one perspective and
reposition it alongside other perspectives.
Reconstructing the primary source events
as a literary text exposes the elements
within the primary source that betray the biases of its own
time and allow for literary readings. As an interactive form of
data representation, Twine allows an outline to be actively
traced over the captured image while interrogating historical

and modern biases.

% The character narratives rely on the

character

for 2 Henry 111 (1218). TNA C 60/9, m. 7.

Fig.2 Mirabel of Gloucester in the margin of Fine Roll

Solomon Turbe Murder Trial: Chronological Timeline of Legal Proceedings

Bibliography:

Secondary Sources

Azoulay, Ariella Aisha. Potential History: Unlearning Imperialism,
Verso, 2019.

Boyarin, Adrienne Williams. “Medieval England’s Jewish Diaspora
and Critical Archival Studies,” Speculum, vol. 101, no. 1, 2026,
forthcoming.

Boyarin, Adrienne Williams. The Christian Jew and the Unmarked
Jewess: The Polemics of Sameness in Medieval English Anti-
Judaism, University of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, 2021.

Brand, Paul. “Introduction,” Calendar of the Plea Rolls of the
Exchequer of the Jews Preserved in the Public Record Office.
Vol. 6, Edward I, 1279-1281, Jewish Historical Society of
England, London, 2005.

Cavell, Emma. “The Measure of Her Actions: A Quantitative
Assessment of Anglo-Jewish Women’s Litigation at the

Exchequer of the Jews, 1219-81," Law and History Review, vol.

39, no. 1, February 2021, pp.135-172.
doi.org/10.1017/5073824802000036X

Hillaby, Joe. “Testimony from the Margin: The Gloucester Jewry
and Its Neighbours, c. 1159-1290,” Jewish Historical Studies,
vol. 37, 2001, pp. 41-112. jstor.org/stable/29780029

Hoyle, Victoria. “The bonds that bind: money lending between
Anglo-Jewish and Christian women in the plea rolls of the
Exchequer of the Jews, 1218-1280." Journal of Medieval
History, no. 34, University of York, Heslington, 2008, pp. 119—
129. doi.org/10.1016/j.jmedhist.2008.03.002

Lipton, Sara. “Isaac and the Antichrist in the Archives,” Past &
Present, vol. 232, no. 1, August 2016, pp. 3-44.
doi.org/10.1093/pastj/gtw009

Medieval Anglo-Jewish Women, Edition 0.8, edited by Dr. Adrienne
Williams Boyarin. University of Victoria, 28 March 2024.

Rokeah, Zefira E. “Drawings of Jewish Interest in Some Thirteenth
Century English Public Records,” Scriptorium, vol. 26, no. 1,
1972, pp. 55-62. doi.org/10.3406/scrip.1972.960

Print Sources

Great Britain. Calendar of the Plea Rolls of the Exchequer of the
Jews Preserved in the Public Record Office: Vol. 1, Henry Il
A.D,, 1218-1272, edited by J. M. Rigg. Published for the Jewish
Historical Society of England, Macmillan & Co., London, 1905,
pp. 33, 39, 42-43, 45, 50-51, 55.
wellcomecollection.org/works/r4p69hx4

Manuscript Sources

€60/9, m. 7. The National Archives, Kew, 2 Hen Ill.

£9/1, m. 7d-10d. The National Archives, Kew, 3/4 Hen lll Mich—4
Hen 11l Trin.

£ 401/1565. The National Archives, Kew, 10 Hen Iil.

|. Abraham Gabbay charges
Solomon Turbe with
“maliciously wounding him”
and the court date is set to
“Holy Trinity quidene” (June 7).

Il. Comitissa [Turbe] charges Abraham Gabbay with hiring Andrew,
Gilbert, “and three others” to push her husband off the Gloucester tower.
Court date is set to “Monday next after the feast of St. John the Baptist” (June
29, or St. Peter and Paul).

TNA E 9/1, m. 9d, pp. 42, 45 of PREJ 1.

Ill. Abraham’s chattels and other movable
assets are confiscated and held for safe keeping.
TNA E 9/1, m. 9d, p. 42-43 of PREJ 1.

TNA E 9/1,m. 9, p. 39 of

PREJ 1. Il. Isaac of Gloucester, who had been arrested at the scene (not necessarily

TNA E 9/1, m. 9d. p42 of PREJ 1.

charged by Comitissa), is bailed to his mother-in-law, Mirabel of Gloucester.

lll. Isaac denies the charges, and Mirabel pays
a fee for the Sheriff to inquire with Solomon.!
He denies that Isaac was involved in his death
in the presence of the Jews of the jury.

TNA E 9/1, m. 9d. p. 42-43 of PRE] 1.

IV. “Comitissa appeals
Gilbert, beet-server.”
TNA E 9/1, m. 10d, p. 55 of

PREJ 1.

VI. Comitissa offers her witness account. After getting out of prison, she goes to London to report
the crime. “Abraham denies the felony... alleging that he was at Hereford on the day of Solomon’s fall
from the tower.” The case is said to be adjourned to “Michaelmas quidene” (October 15)

TNA E 9/1, m. 10, p. 50 of PREJ 1.

1. Solomon is still alive for a
few days after the fall

V. Court date is moved to “the morrow of the

TNA E 9/1, m. 7d, p. 33 of PRE] 1.

octave of the Apostles Peter and Paul” (July 7).

VII. A verdict is reached, and the Solomon Turbe case is
ruled a suicide.?
TNA E 9/1, m. 10d, p. 51 of PREJ 1.

2. This event does not seem to be on

Michaclmas quidene, and so perhaps a

verdict was reached carly.

1220 CE +H

Easter Term (February—May)

Trinity Term (June—July)




