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1 Introduction

Discovery of new phenomena beyond the Standard Model (SM) is of great importance

for high-energy particle physics. Such discovery has the potential to shed light on unex-

plained observations in nature, e.g. the large difference between the scales of electroweak

interactions at O(100) GeV and gravity at O(1019) GeV, the Planck scale. The top quark,

the heaviest elementary particle in the SM, could provide a window to this new physics

through its large coupling to the scalar sector with a Higgs field. Resonant production of

top and anti-top quarks (tt̄), if observed, strongly indicates the presence of new particles,

such as those predicted by topcolor-assisted-technicolor (TC2) [1–3], the two-Higgs-doublet

model (2HDM) [4] and Randall-Sundrum (RS) models of warped extra dimensions [5, 6].

These new particles could appear in the mass spectrum of the tt̄ system (mtt̄) as a localized

deviation from the SM prediction. This paper presents a search for tt̄ resonances in the

TeV mass range with subsequent decay into a fully hadronic final state (tt̄ → W+bW−b̄
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with W → qq̄′), performed using 139 fb−1 of proton-proton (pp) collision data recorded in

2015–2018 at
√
s = 13 TeV with the ATLAS detector at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC).

The fully hadronic final state benefits from the largest top-quark decay branching frac-

tion. However, it poses challenges in reconstructing the tt̄ system using hadronic jets, and

in discriminating a new physics signal from SM production of multijet processes which have

a high production cross-section. Exploiting dedicated top-quark identification techniques,

both the ATLAS [7] and CMS [8] experiments demonstrated that the search in the fully

hadronic final states can have comparable sensitivity at mtt̄ above ∼ 1 TeV to the analysis

in a lepton+jets final state (where one of the W -bosons decays into an electron or muon

and a neutrino). This paper extends this further by adopting an advanced top-quark iden-

tification method based on a deep neural network. In this high-mass range, the top-quark

decay products become close enough for the hadronically decaying top quark to be recon-

structed as a single large-radius jet with a characteristic internal substructure. The search

focuses on resonances with the intrinsic decay width comparable to or smaller than the

detector resolution, by looking for a localized excess over the smoothly falling mass spectra

of the reconstructed SM tt̄ candidates. The background spectrum is derived from data by

fitting a smoothly falling function to the mtt̄ distributions.

Searches for heavy particles decaying into a tt̄ pair have been performed with the

ATLAS and CMS experiments using pp collisions at
√
s = 7 TeV [9–13], 8 TeV [14–17]

and 13 TeV [7, 8, 18, 19]. Both experiments performed the searches in the fully hadronic

and lepton+jets final states using 13 TeV data collected in 2015–2016, while CMS included

the dileptonic final states as well. The spin-1 colour-singlet boson in a topcolor-assisted-

technicolor model [1, 2], used in the previous tt̄ resonance search in the fully hadronic final

state in ATLAS [7], continues to be used as a benchmark in the results presented in this

paper. This leptophobic Z ′ boson (denoted by Z ′TC2), referred to as Model IV in ref. [20],

is mainly produced by qq̄ annihilation and decays into first- and third-generation quarks.

The model parameters are chosen to maximize the branching fraction of the Z ′TC2 → tt̄

decay, which reaches 33%, and the intrinsic decay width of the Z ′TC2 boson divided by its

mass m is set to Γ/m = 1% or 3%.1 The predicted Z ′TC2 → tt̄ production cross section

is about 2.0 (7.6) fb at the Z ′TC2 mass of 4 TeV and Γ/m = 1% (3%). Among several

benchmark signal models, the ATLAS searches excluded masses below 3.1 and 3.0 TeV in

the fully hadronic and lepton+jets final states, respectively, for the new Z ′TC2 boson with

Γ/m = 1% [7, 18]. The CMS search excluded the Z ′TC2 boson with Γ/m = 1% up to 3.8 TeV

using the combination of all three final states including the dileptonic final state [8].

2 ATLAS detector

The ATLAS experiment uses a multipurpose, forward-backward symmetric detector2 with

nearly 4π solid angle coverage, as described in refs. [21–23]. It consists of an inner tracking

1In the rest of this paper, the decay width of a resonance divided by the resonance mass is referred to

as the width.
2ATLAS uses a right-handed coordinate system with its origin at the nominal interaction point (IP) in

the centre of the detector and the z-axis along the beam pipe. The x-axis points from the IP to the centre

of the LHC ring, and the y-axis points upwards. Cylindrical coordinates (r, φ) are used in the transverse
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detector (ID) surrounded by a thin superconducting solenoid, electromagnetic (EM) and

hadronic calorimeters, and a muon spectrometer.

The ID consists of a silicon pixel tracker, a silicon microstrip tracker (SCT) and a tran-

sition radiation tracker, all immersed in a 2 T axial magnetic field, and provides charged-

particle tracking in the range |η| < 2.5. The EM calorimeter is a lead/liquid-argon (LAr)

sampling calorimeter, divided into a barrel section covering the range |η| < 1.475 and

two endcap sections covering 1.375 < |η| < 3.2. In the region |η| < 1.8, an additional

thin LAr presampler layer is used to correct for energy losses in the material upstream

of the calorimeters. The hadronic calorimetry is provided by a steel/scintillator tile sam-

pling calorimeter in the central region (|η| < 1.7) and by a copper/LAr calorimeter in the

endcap regions (1.5 < |η| < 3.2). The forward region (3.1 < |η| < 4.9) is instrumented

with copper/LAr and tungsten/LAr calorimeter modules optimized for electromagnetic and

hadronic measurements, respectively. Surrounding the calorimeters is a muon spectrometer

that consists of three air-core superconducting toroidal magnets and tracking chambers,

providing precision tracking for muons with |η| < 2.7 and trigger capability for |η| < 2.4.

A two-level trigger system is used to select events for offline analysis [24]. Events

are first selected by the level-1 trigger implemented with custom electronics, which uses a

subset of the detector information to reduce the event rate to approximately 100 kHz. This

is followed by a software-based trigger that reduces the accepted event rate to an average

of 1 kHz by refining the level-1 trigger selection.

3 Data and simulation samples

The search is performed using 139 fb−1 of data recorded from pp collisions at
√
s = 13 TeV.

The analysis uses data collected during stable beam conditions with the relevant detectors

operational. Events are required to have at least one pp interaction vertex with two or more

tracks with transverse momentum (pT) greater than 500 MeV. If more than one vertex

is found in an event, the one with the largest
∑
p2

T of associated tracks is chosen as the

primary vertex. Simulated signal and background event samples are used to optimize the

event selection, to validate the background estimation technique and to perform hypothesis

testing of the benchmark Z ′TC2 signal model.

The main backgrounds after applying the event selection criteria (section 4) are ex-

pected to be composed of events from SM tt̄ and multijet production processes. The total

number of background events, including events from other minor backgrounds, is estimated

directly from data using functional fits to the mtt̄ spectra, as detailed in section 5. How-

ever, simulated samples of SM tt̄ and multijet events are used to establish the background

estimation technique.

For SM tt̄ production, the next-to-leading-order (NLO) Monte Carlo (MC) generator

Powheg-Box v2 [25–27] was used with the NNPDF3.0 NLO [28] parton distribution func-

tion (PDF) set in the matrix element calculations. The tt̄ production cross-section is scaled

to a next-to-next-to-leading-order (NNLO) calculation in QCD including resummation of

plane, φ being the azimuthal angle around the z-axis. The pseudorapidity is defined in terms of the polar

angle θ as η = − ln tan(θ/2). Angular distance is measured in units of ∆R ≡
√

(∆η)2 + (∆φ)2.
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next-to-next-to-leading logarithmic soft gluon terms with Top++2.0 [29–35]. Parton show-

ering, hadronization and the underlying event were simulated using Pythia v8.230 [36]

with the leading-order (LO) NNPDF2.3 [37] PDF set and the A14 set of tuned parame-

ters [38]. The hdamp parameter, which controls the transverse momentum of the first addi-

tional parton emission beyond the Born level, was set equal to the top-quark mass [39]. The

top-quark kinematics in tt̄ events were corrected to account for electroweak higher-order

effects [40]. The generated events were weighted by this correction factor as a function of

the flavour and centre-of-mass energy of the initial partons, and of the decay angle of the

top quarks in the centre-of-mass frame of the initial partons. The value of the correction

factor decreases with increasing mtt̄ from 0.98 at mtt̄ = 0.4 TeV to 0.87 at mtt̄ = 3.5 TeV.

Multijet processes were simulated with Pythia v8.186 [36] using the NNPDF2.3 LO PDF

set and the A14 set of tuned parameters for the underlying event.

Simulated signal samples of a spin-1 Z ′TC2 boson decaying into a tt̄ pair were generated

using Pythia v8.165 with the NNPDF2.3 LO PDF set and the A14 set of tuned parameters.

The production cross-section is scaled to a NLO prediction by multiplying by a factor

1.3 [41] and the coupling parameters of the Z ′TC2 boson are chosen to be the same as those

used in ref. [7]. The signal samples were generated for Z ′TC2 masses of 1750, 2000, 2250,

2500, 2750, 3000, 4000 and 5000 GeV. A sum of Crystal Ball3 and Gaussian functions (CB

+ Gauss) is used to model the signal mtt̄ distributions and create an interpolated signal mtt̄

template for masses where MC samples are not available. The fit function takes the form:

J (x; f, µ, σ, αCB, nCB, µCB, σCB) = f · g (x;µ, σ) + (1− f)h (x;αCB, nCB, µCB, σCB)

where g (x;µ, σ) represents a Gaussian function with parameters µ and σ,

h (x;αCB, nCB, µCB, σCB) represents a Crystal Ball function with parameters αCB, nCB,

µCB and σCB and 0 < f < 1 is a fractional coefficient. The parameters µ and σ represent

the mean value and the width of the Gaussian function, and the αCB and nCB are the

threshold and exponent parameters of the CB function, respectively. Thus there are seven

shape parameters and an additional normalization parameter. The parameters for the in-

terpolated signal templates are obtained by using either a linear or polynomial interpolation

between the values of parameters estimated using a CB + Gauss fit to signal MC mtt̄ distri-

butions. The interpolated signal mtt̄ templates are used at masses of 1875, 2125, 2375, 2625,

2875, 3250, 3500, 3750, 4250, 4500 and 4750 GeV. The signal MC samples are also used to

evaluate the acceptance and selection efficiencies for the signals considered in the search.

The EvtGen v1.2.0 program [42] was used in all simulated samples to model the

properties of bottom and charm hadron decays. All simulated samples include the ef-

fects of multiple pp interactions in the same and neighbouring bunch crossings (pile-up)

and were processed through the ATLAS detector simulation [43] based on Geant4 [44].

Pile-up effects were emulated by overlaying simulated minimum-bias events generated with

Pythia v8.186 using the MSTW2008LO PDF set [45] and the A2 set of tuned parame-

ters [46]. The number of overlaid minimum-bias events was adjusted to match the observed

3A Crystal Ball function is composed of a Gaussian distribution at the core, connected with a power-law

distribution describing the lower tail.
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data. Simulated events are processed through the same reconstruction software as the data,

and corrections are applied so that the object identification efficiencies, energy scales and

energy resolutions match those determined from control samples of data.

4 Event reconstruction and selection

At high transverse momentum with pT above approximately 350 GeV, the decay products

of a hadronically decaying top quark can be reconstructed as a single large-radius (R = 1)

jet. Such large-R jets are characterized by the presence of multiple cores associated with

the ‘subjets’ from a b-hadron and a W → qq̄′ decay. One of the main backgrounds in

this search, multijet production, is dominated by jets from light-flavour quarks and gluons.

Typically, such jets have single cores, but would have enhanced contributions of multiple

cores associated with large-angle emission when a conventional requirement of large jet

mass is applied in the selection of top-quark candidate jets. Therefore, to discriminate

genuine top-quark jets from multijet background with a mass around the top-quark mass,

an improved analysis technique that takes advantage of more-detailed jet substructure

information is desired. An additional challenge in high-mass tt̄ resonance searches comes

from the fact that the subjet containing a b-hadron (b-jet) in top-quark decays has, in close

vicinity, hadronic activity from W → qq̄′ decays. Therefore, the identification of a b-jet

inside a large-R jet will need to be optimized to reduce contributions from non-b-hadron

decays. The analysis presented here addresses these challenges by adopting advanced top-

quark tagging and b-jet identification techniques, as detailed below.

4.1 Object reconstruction

Large-R jets are built from three-dimensional topological clusters of energy deposits in

the calorimeter, calibrated to the hadronic energy scale with the local cluster weighting

(LCW) [47] procedure, using the anti-kt algorithm [48] with a radius parameter R = 1.0.

The non-compensating calorimeter response and the energy loss in dead material or due

to out-of-cluster leakage of deposited energy are accounted for in the LCW procedure.

The reconstructed jets are ‘trimmed’ [49] to reduce contributions from pile-up and soft

interactions. This is performed by reclustering the jet constituents into subjets using the

kt algorithm [50–52] with a radius parameter R = 0.2 and discarding subjets with pT less

than 5% of the pT of the parent jet [53]. The four-momenta of large-R jets are finally

reconstructed from the momentum vectors of the remaining subjets and corrected using

simulation [54, 55]. The mass of the large-R jet, mJ, is calculated by combining the

calorimeter energy measurement with the track information from the ID to mitigate the

effect on the mass resolution from the limited angular granularity of the calorimeter, as in

ref. [56]. The large-R jets considered in the analysis are selected by requiring pT > 200 GeV,

|η| < 2.0 and mJ > 50 GeV.

The identification of hadronically decaying top quarks that are reconstructed using

large-R jets is performed using a multivariate classification algorithm employed in a deep

neutral network [57]. In the kinematic regime of interest in this search, a single large-R jet

captures the top-quark decay products, resulting in a characteristic multi-core structure
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within the jet, in contrast to a typical single-core structure associated with jets in multijet

background processes. In order to exploit this characteristic behaviour for the top-quark

identification, a multivariate top-tagging classifier has been developed [57]. The tagger uses

multiple jet-level discriminants as inputs, e.g. calibrated jet pT and mass, information about

the dispersion of the jet constituents such as N -subjettiness [58, 59], splitting scales [60]

and energy correlation functions [61, 62].

The tagger used in this analysis is optimized for top-quark-initiated jets that satisfy

the ‘contained’ criteria defined using the simulation as follows. First, particle-level large-R

jets are built from all stable particles (with cτ > 10 mm) at the generator level using

a radius parameter R = 1.0 and trimmed in the same way as for reconstructed jets in

data. A trimmed particle-level jet is required to match a generator-level top quark within

∆R < 0.75, have a mass above 140 GeV and at least one ghost-associated [63] b-hadron;

hereafter the selected particle-level jet is referred to as a truth-contained jet. A recon-

structed detector-level large-R jet is then required to satisfy the same ∆R requirement

with respect to the matched particle-level jet to ensure that the jet contains the top-quark

decay products. The top-tagger calibrated for such large-R jets turns out to be less sen-

sitive to generator differences in the determination of top-quark decay products falling

inside a jet, compared with the definition used in ref. [57]. In this analysis the ‘top-tagged’

large-R jets are selected using requirements on the classifier corresponding to an efficiency

of 80% over the range of generator-level top-quark pT relevant for the considered Z ′TC2

signal. With the requirement of 80% efficiency, the rejection factor for light-flavour quark

and gluon jets is approximately 30 (12) at a top-quark pT of 500 (3000) GeV.

Jets built from charged-particle tracks reconstructed in the ID (track-jets) are used to

identify jets containing b-hadrons. The tracks are first selected by requiring them to be as-

sociated with the primary vertex and to contain a minimum number of hits in the pixel and

SCT detectors, and then requiring them to have pT > 500 MeV and |η| < 2.5. In the topol-

ogy of highly boosted top quarks [57], the b-hadron decay product is surrounded by other

hadronic activity from W → qq̄′ decays and this additional contribution from nearby parti-

cles degrades the identification of charged-particle tracks from the b-hadron decay. To over-

come this, the track-jets are built from the selected tracks using the anti-kt algorithm with R

varying as a function of the jet pT. This ‘variable-radius’ (VR) track-jet [64] has an effective

jet radius, Reff, proportional to the inverse of the pT of the jet in the jet-finding procedure:

R→ Reff(pT) = ρ/pT,

where the ρ-parameter that controls the effective radius is set to ρ = 30 GeV. There are two

additional parameters, Rmin and Rmax, used to set the minimum and maximum bounds

on the jet radius, and these are set to 0.02 and 0.4, respectively [65]. The values of these

parameters are determined by examining the efficiency of identifying two b-jets within a

large-radius jet associated with a high-pT Higgs boson decaying into a b-quark pair [65].

The VR track-jets are composed of at least two constituent tracks and are required to

have pT > 10 GeV and |η| < 2.5. The VR track-jets containing b-hadrons are identified

using the ‘DL1’ algorithm [66]. This algorithm is based on a multivariate classification

technique with an artificial deep neural network to combine information from the impact
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parameters of displaced tracks, reconstructed muons in jets, and topological properties of

secondary and tertiary decay vertices reconstructed within the jet. The b-jets are selected

in the analysis using the requirement corresponding to an efficiency of 77% for identifying

b-jets in simulated SM tt̄ events. This requirement has corresponding rejection factors of

5 and 128 for jets containing c-hadrons and light-flavour jets, respectively. Efficiencies to

identify b-jets, c-jets, and light-flavour jets are corrected in the simulation to account for

deviations from the efficiencies observed in data [66].

Events containing charged leptons (electrons or muons) are removed in this analysis

to avoid overlap with events selected by other tt̄ resonance searches. Electrons are recon-

structed from clusters of EM calorimeter energy deposits matched to an ID track [67] with

|η| < 2.47, excluding the barrel and endcap transition region of 1.37 < |η| < 1.52, and are

calibrated in situ using Z → ee decays [68]. The electron candidates are required to have

ET > 25 GeV and to satisfy the ‘tight’ identification criteria defined in ref. [69].

Muons are reconstructed by matching tracks reconstructed in the ID and the muon

spectrometer. The muon candidates are required to have pT > 25 GeV and |η| < 2.5, and

satisfy the ‘medium’ quality requirements. The selected muons are calibrated in situ using

Z → µµ and J/ψ → µµ decays [70].

Similarly to large-R jets, small-R jets are also built from three-dimensional topological

clusters of energy deposits in the calorimeter, but reconstructed with a radius parameter of

R = 0.4. Small-R jets from pile-up interactions are suppressed by applying the jet vertex

tagger [71], which uses information from tracks associated with the hard-scatter and pile-

up vertices. Electron and muon candidate tracks are required to be associated with the

primary vertex using criteria based on the longitudinal and transverse impact parameters.

To avoid the misidentification of jets as electrons and electrons from heavy-flavour hadron

decays, the closest small-R jet within a cone of size ∆Ry =
√

(∆y)2 + (∆φ)2 = 0.2 around

a reconstructed electron is removed.4 If an electron is then found within ∆Ry = 0.4 of a

small-R jet, the electron is removed. If a muon is found within ∆Ry = 0.04 + 10 GeV/pµT
of a small-R jet (where pµT is the muon transverse momentum), the muon is removed if the

jet contains at least three tracks, otherwise the jet is removed.

4.2 Event selection and categorization

The analysis uses events selected by triggers that require at least one large-R jet with

pT > 360–460 GeV, depending on the data-taking period. The large-R jet with the highest

pT in the event (referred to as the leading jet) is required to have pT > 500 GeV to ensure

a nearly 100% trigger efficiency. Events are further required to contain at least one more

large-R jet with pT > 350 GeV to enhance the presence of two jets that can each fully

contain the top-quark decay products. Events containing leptons (electrons or muons) are

removed to ensure that there is no overlap with events selected by other lepton+jets or

dilepton analyses. In addition, events containing small-R jets consistent with originating

from detector noise or calorimeter energy deposits associated with non-collision processes

4The rapidity is defined as y = 1
2

ln E+pz
E−pz

where E is the energy and pz is the longitudinal component

of the momentum along the beam direction.
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are removed. The invariant mass, mJJ, of the two highest-pT large-R jets is required to

be larger than 1.4 TeV to avoid a kinematic bias caused by the jet pT requirements. The

two leading jets are required to have a separation in azimuthal angle (|∆φ|) larger than

1.6 to ensure a back-to-back topology of top-quark jets. In addition, the rapidity distance

between the two leading jets, |∆yJJ|, has to be less than 1.8. This requirement rejects

multijet background events with large |∆yJJ| values, which are dominated by processes

with t-channel gluon exchanges. Events selected after applying these cuts (‘preselection’)

are further refined by the signal region (SR) selections described below.

In the analysis, the two leading large-R jets in the preselected events are required

to be top-tagged. The selected events are further categorized into two orthogonal SRs

by the number of b-tagged VR track-jets (nb) associated with the top-tagged large-R

jets by having a separation ∆R < 1.0. Events satisfying nb = 1, i.e. exactly one of the

two top-tagged jets is associated with a b-tagged jet, are categorized into ‘SR1b’. Events

satisfying nb = 2, i.e. each of the two top-tagged jets is associated with a b-tagged jet, are

categorized into ‘SR2b’. The normalized distributions of the reconstructed mtt̄ (mreco
tt̄ ) in

the 1b and 2b signal events are shown in figure 1 for different masses of the Z ′TC2 boson.

The mreco
tt̄ distribution has a tail towards masses lower than the generated mass due to

off-shell production of the signal and the growth of low-x partons in the proton PDF

(where x stands for Bjorken-x of the proton). The acceptance times efficiency as a function

of the invariant mass of a top-quark pair at the generator level, mgen
tt̄

, is shown separately

for SR1b and SR2b in figure 2. The acceptance is measured as the fraction of events with

two leading truth-contained large-R jets, both satisfying the kinematical requirements on

the pT, η, ∆φ and ∆y described above, but not containing any generator-level leptons that

satisfy certain kinematic selections.5 The acceptance × efficiency is obtained with respect

to the full analysis selections including top- and b-tagging requirements on the two leading

large-R jets. The acceptance increases with increasing mgen
tt̄

, largely due to the truth-

contained requirements. The acceptance × efficiencies have different mgen
tt̄

dependence for

the two signal regions, mainly caused by the different b-tagging requirements.

5 Background estimation

The main backgrounds after applying the selection criteria described in section 4 are ex-

pected to arise from SM production of tt̄ pairs and multijet events. The background mreco
tt̄

distribution in the signal regions is estimated directly from data by performing a fit with a

smoothly falling spectrum. The appropriate functional form of the spectrum is determined

using combinations of data and simulated events, as described below.

5.1 Background modelling using data and simulation

In order to ensure the correct functional modelling of the background, the functional form

is determined using expected background spectra in the signal regions. These are obtained

by summing the expected distributions of the SM tt̄ and multijet events.

5The generator-level leptons considered in the acceptance calculation are electrons or muons with pT >

25 GeV and |η| < 2.5.
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Figure 1. Normalized mreco
tt̄ distributions for simulated Z ′TC2 → tt̄ signal events for Z ′TC2 masses

of 2, 3, 4 and 5 TeV for (a) SR1b and (b) SR2b.

0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000

 [GeV]
tt

gen
m

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

A
c
c
e

p
ta

n
c
e

 [
%

]

 SimulationATLAS

 = 13 TeVs

SR1b

 5TeV≤) 
TC2

 m(Z'≤1TeV 

Acceptance

 Efficiency×Acceptance 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

 E
ff

ic
ie

n
c
y
 [

%
]

×
A

c
c
e

p
ta

n
c
e

 

(a)

0 1000 2000 3000 4000 5000 6000

 [GeV]
tt

gen
m

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

A
c
c
e

p
ta

n
c
e

 [
%

]
 SimulationATLAS

 = 13 TeVs

SR2b

 5TeV≤) 
TC2

 m(Z'≤1TeV 

Acceptance

 Efficiency×Acceptance 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

 E
ff

ic
ie

n
c
y
 [

%
]

×
A

c
c
e

p
ta

n
c
e

 

(b)

Figure 2. Acceptance (dashed histograms) and acceptance times selection efficiency (solid his-

tograms) as a function of mgen
tt̄ in (a) SR1b and (b) SR2b. The acceptance is measured as the

fraction of events with two leading truth-contained large-R jets, both satisfying the kinematic re-

quirements, but not containing generator-level electrons or muons, as described in section 4.2. The

acceptance × efficiency is calculated with respect to the full analysis selections including top- and

b-tagging requirements on the two leading large-R jets. The mgen
tt̄ is calculated from the momenta of

top and anti-top quarks at the generator level before final-state radiation. The branching fractions

of the tt̄ into all possible final states are included in the acceptance calculation.

For the tt̄ background, the simulation samples described in section 3 are used. For the

multijet background, in addition to the multijet simulation samples in section 3, dedicated

control regions (CRs) in data are used to extract the expected mreco
tt̄ distributions at low

masses. The distributions extracted from the data are combined with those from the simu-

lation sample, such that the combined multijet sample provides more events than expected

for the data at high masses. Table 1 shows the CRs defined in data according to whether

the leading and subleading large-R jets pass or fail the top- and/or b-tagging requirements.

The SRs defined in section 4.2 correspond to the regions SR1b
tbt�b

, SR1b
t�btb

and SR2btbtb.

The first (last) two subscripts correspond to the leading (subleading) large-R jet, and they
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indicate that the jet is tagged (k) or not (�k) where k = t (b) corresponding to top-tagging

(b-tagging). The SR1b signal region consists of the sum of the two regions, SR1b
tbt�b

and

SR1b
t�btb

. The ‘template region’ TR
t�bt�b

with two top-tags and zero b-tags is dominated by

multijet events, with a purity of about 97%, and hence it is used to extract the shape of

the multijet distribution. The multijet background contributions expected in the SRi (i =

1b
tbt�b

, 1b
t�btb

, 2btbtb), Nexp(SRi), is obtained by multiplying the observed events in the TR,

N(TR
t�bt�b

), by scale factors R for either one or both leading top-tagged jets to be b-tagged:

Nexp(SRi) = N(TR
t�bt�b

)×R(TR
t�bt�b
→ SRi), (5.1)

where

R(TR
t�bt�b
→ SR1b

t�btb
) = κt1b2 ×

N(A
�t�btb

)

N(B
�t�bt�b

)
, (5.2)

R(TR
t�bt�b
→ SR1b

tbt�b
) = κt2b1 ×

N(I
tb�t�b

)

N(H
t�b�t�b

)
(5.3)

and

R1(TR
t�bt�b
→ SR2btbtb) = R(TR

t�bt�b
→ SR1b

t�btb
)× κt1b1 ×

N(E
�tbt�b

)

N(B
�t�bt�b

)
, (5.4)

R2(TR
t�bt�b
→ SR2btbtb) = R(TR

t�bt�b
→ SR1b

tbt�b
)× κt2b2 ×

N(G
t�b�tb

)

N(H
t�b�t�b

)
. (5.5)

Here the N without subscript represents the observed number of events in the respective

region.

The scale factors from TR
t�bt�b

to SR2btbtb have two values, R1 and R2, corresponding to

the two possible paths: TR
t�bt�b
→ SR1b

t�btb
→ SR2btbtb and TR

t�bt�b
→ SR1b

tbt�b
→ SR2btbtb,

respectively. The two resulting Nexp(SR2btbtb) values agree within 10% with the average

of the two, and the average is used as the final prediction for the region SR2btbtb. The

κt1b2 (κt2b1) factor accounts for the correlation between the top-tagging of the leading

(subleading) large-R jet and the b-tagging of the subleading (leading) large-R jet and is

obtained as follows:

κt1b2 =

(
N(G

t�b�tb
)

N(H
t�b�t�b

)

)/(
N(C

�t�b�tb
)

N(D
�t�b�t�b

)

)
, κt2b1 =

(
N(E

�tbt�b
)

N(B
�t�bt�b

)

)/(
N(F

�tb�t�b
)

N(D
�t�b�t�b

)

)
. (5.6)

Similarly, the κt1b1 (κt2b2) factor accounts for the correlation between the top-tagging of

the leading (subleading) large-R jet and the b-tagging of the leading (subleading) large-R

jet, as follows:

κt1b1 =

(
N(I

tb�t�b
)

N(H
t�b�t�b

)

)/(
N(F

�tb�t�b
)

N(D
�t�b�t�b

)

)
, κt2b2 =

(
N(A

�t�btb
)

N(B
�t�bt�b

)

)/(
N(C

�t�b�tb
)

N(D
�t�b�t�b

)

)
. (5.7)

These calculations in eqs. (5.1)–(5.7) are performed bin-by-bin for the mreco
tt̄ distribu-

tions in all relevant CRs. The average values of the κt1b2 and κt2b1 factors range between

0.94 and 1.0 while those of κt1b1 and κt2b2 have larger values around 1.6–1.7 in the mreco
tt̄
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t tb A (6.1%) SR1b (23%) SR2b (90%)

t�b B (0.5%) E (1.8%) TR (2.6%) SR1b (28%)

�tb C (0.4%) G (2.3%)

�t�b D (< 0.1%) F (0.3%) H (0.4%) I (6.7%)

�t�b �tb t�b tb

Leading large-R jet

Table 1. Event categorization used to model the multijet background from data according to

whether the leading and subleading large-R jets are top-tagged or b-tagged. If the large-R jet

is top-tagged, it is denoted by t, and otherwise by �t, as indicated in the left column or in the

bottom row. Similarly, if the large-R jet is b-tagged, it is denoted by b, and otherwise by �b. The

percentages in parentheses show the expected fractions of SM tt̄ events obtained using the tt̄ and

multijet simulation samples. Non-tt̄ or non-multijet background events are negligible. The signal

regions, SR1b and SR2b, are coloured in red, the template region (TR) in grey and the rest of the

control regions A-I in light blue.

region of 1.4–6.0 TeV. The large difference between the κ factors indicates that the vari-

ation of multijet event yields due to the top(b)-tagging depends on whether the same

top(b)-tagged jet in the event is also b(top)-tagged or not.

The resulting multijet mreco
tt̄ distributions for the SRs are combined with the simulated

sample of Pythia multijet events to reduce statistical fluctuation at high mass. This is

carried out by using the simulated Pythia sample instead of the data-derived sample in

the mreco
tt̄ region where the former has higher statistical power than the latter. It turns

out that the simulated sample has different mreco
tt̄ shape than the data-derived sample and

the difference is quantified as a linear fit to the ratio of data-derived to simulated event

yields in mreco
tt̄ . Therefore, the mreco

tt̄ shapes of the simulated sample are corrected in the

SRs by applying the fit values in bins of the mreco
tt̄ distributions. In order to avoid a

dependence on the choice of mreco
tt̄ value where the data-derived and simulated multijet

samples are combined, the switching point is varied in steps of 140–200 GeV between 2260

and 3030 GeV when the background modelling uncertainty is considered (section 6.2).

5.2 Determination of background parameterization

The expected background mreco
tt̄ distributions obtained in section 5.1 are used, along with

the simulated SM tt̄ samples, to determine the functional forms of the fits to the SR data.

To do this, a set of 1000 background distributions (referred to as Sbkg hereafter) is created

for each SR by bin-wise variation of the nominal distribution assuming Poisson fluctuations.

A typical bin width is chosen using the resolution of the reconstructed mreco
tt̄ distribution

and is 60 GeV at mreco
tt̄ = 1.4 TeV, increasing to 100 (130) GeV at mreco

tt̄ = 4 (6) TeV.

For each bin of the background mreco
tt̄ distribution, the square-root of the bin content is

assigned as the uncertainty.

The following parameterized form [72] is used for the fit function:

F (x) = p0(1− x)p1xp2+p3 log(x)+p4 log(x)2 , (5.8)

– 11 –



J
H
E
P
1
0
(
2
0
2
0
)
0
6
1

where x = mreco
tt̄ /
√
s, p0 is a normalization factor and p1 through p4 are free parameters

controlling the shape of the mreco
tt̄ distributions. The function can be used as a two- or

three-parameter function by setting p3 = p4 = 0 or p4 = 0, respectively. The number of

shape parameters is then determined by performing fits with individual functions to the

Sbkg set of background distributions and evaluating the goodness of the individual fits.

The evaluation of the goodness of the fit is performed using χ2 and BumpHunter [73] test

statistics. The BumpHunter is a hypothesis-testing tool to look for local excesses or deficits

in data relative to the background (obtained from fits in this analysis). After confirming

that all the two-, three- and four-parameter functions are qualified, a Wilks’ test [74] is

repeated over the Sbkg set of background distributions to determine how many parameters

are needed to describe them. Finally, the functional form with three shape parameters

(p4 = 0) is selected for both SR1b and SR2b. The fit with the three-shape-parameter

function is performed to the data to estimate background in each of the SRs.

6 Systematic uncertainties

For uncertainties in the signal prediction, experimental uncertainties associated with the

reconstruction and calibration techniques are considered in the analysis. In addition, an

uncertainty associated with the interpolated signal templates and the statistical uncertainty

of the simulated samples are taken into account as detailed below. Since the background

is directly estimated from data using a functional fit, only the uncertainties associated

with the fit method and the statistical uncertainty of the data are taken into account

for the background modelling. Each source of experimental systematic uncertainty in the

signal is treated as fully correlated across signal regions. The background uncertainties are

considered to be uncorrelated as they are estimated from statistically independent samples.

6.1 Signal modelling uncertainties

The experimental systematic uncertainties considered for the signal prediction are domi-

nated by uncertainties associated with the large-R jet energy scales (JES), jet mass scale

(JMS), jet energy resolutions (JER), jet mass resolution (JMR), and the top-tagging and

b-tagging efficiencies.

The uncertainty in the scale of large-R jet pT and mass is evaluated by comparing the

ratio of calorimeter-based to track-based measurements in multijet data and simulation [56,

75]. The uncertainty in the jet pT resolution [76] is obtained by smearing the MC jet pT

using a Gaussian function with a relative width of 0.02 and calculating the resulting change

from the unsmeared distribution. This is obtained as a one-sided systematic uncertainty

and then symmetrized in the rest of the analysis. The jet mass resolution [56] uncertainty,

derived specifically in the context of top-quark-initiated jets, is obtained by smearing the

MC jet mass using a Gaussian function with a width corresponding to a 20% relative

uncertainty on the jet mass resolution.

The top-tagging efficiency for hadronically decaying top quarks is measured using both

data and simulation samples enriched in tt̄ events with one-lepton final states [57]. The

difference between the data and simulation efficiencies is taken as a correction factor to the
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simulated signal yield. The uncertainty in the correction factor, estimated to be 10–15%

(per jet) depending on the top-quark jet pT, is propagated through the signal yields in the

SRs. An additional top-tagging systematic uncertainty is considered at high pT, beyond

a top-quark jet pT of approximately 1 TeV, where the correction factor is not measured

due to the limited number of one-lepton tt̄ events in data. This uncertainty is evaluated as

the variation of the efficiencies from simulated tt̄ samples with different conditions applied

to the Geant4 calorimeter shower model and the detector material, and is 1–6% for the

top-quark jet pT between 1 and 3 TeV. This additional uncertainty is added in quadrature

to the correction factor uncertainty at the highest available pT bin to obtain the top-

tagging systematic uncertainty beyond that pT bin. The components of jet pT scale and

top-tagging uncertainties associated with the same sources of systematic uncertainties are

varied together in the statistical analysis procedure.

The uncertainty in the b-tagging efficiency for b-quark-induced jets is accounted for in

a way similar to that for the top-tagging uncertainty. The b-tagging efficiencies in data

and simulated events are compared using tt̄ events with final states containing two lep-

tons, and the correction factor is derived as the difference between data and simulation

efficiencies [77]. The b-tagging uncertainties in the correction factor are assessed in var-

ious kinematic regions, separately for b-jets, c-jets, and light-flavour jets. An additional

b-tagging uncertainty at high pT beyond the measured pT range is also taken into ac-

count by an extrapolation technique. The uncertainties are then decomposed into various

independent components for each of the flavour categories.

The uncertainty in the combined 2015–2018 integrated luminosity is 1.7% [78], obtained

using the LUCID-2 detector [79] for the primary luminosity measurements. The pile-up

modelling uncertainty including the uncertainty associated with the pile-up suppression by

the jet vertex tagger is considered for simulated events. The uncertainties associated with

lepton reconstruction and identification are negligible compared with other uncertainties.

The uncertainty associated with the interpolated signal is taken into account by comparing

expected limits obtained using the simulated and interpolated signal samples at the same

masses. The uncertainty is estimated to be at most 5%, and therefore a 5% uncertainty is

assigned to the signal event yield, along with the statistical uncertainty due to the limited

number of simulated events.

A summary of the post-fit impacts on the 2 and 4 TeV Z ′TC2 signal yields is given in

table 2. They are expressed as percentage deviations from the nominal yields due to the

large-R jet related uncertainties, top- and b-tagging uncertainties as well as the luminosity

and pile-up modelling uncertainties. The impacts on the signal yields are amplified from the

per-jet pT-scale and top-tagging uncertainties due to the presence of two top-quark jets in

the events. The impact from the b-tagging uncertainty is larger in the SR1b than the SR2b

at the same signal masses. This is understood as follows: signal events in both SR2b and,

to a lesser extent, SR1b are dominated by events with two b-quarks, each associated with

one of the two leading large-R jets. Both jets (exactly one jet) are required to be b-tagged

in the SR2b (SR1b). This results in an increased impact from the b-tagging uncertainty

for the SR1b because, for the b-tagging criteria used in this analysis, the uncertainty in

the inefficiency correction factor for the non-b-tagged jet is about a factor of 3 larger
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Source 2TeV Z′ [%] 4TeV Z′ [%]

SR1b SR2b SR1b SR2b

JES 35 34 47 44

JMS 5.0 4.3 9.5 7.9

JER 0.1 0.1 0.1 < 0.1

JMR 3.9 4.0 8.0 8.0

b-tagging 14 5.0 23 5.3

Top-tagging 9.0 9.3 10 10

Luminosity 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.7

Pile-up modelling 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2

Table 2. Summary of the post-fit impact of systematic uncertainties on the expected numbers of

Z ′TC2 signal events (expressed as percentage deviations from the nominal predictions) for masses of

2 and 4 TeV in each of the signal regions. The largest absolute value due to the ±1σ variations is

shown for each uncertainty source. The components of top-tagging uncertainties associated with

the JES uncertainties are included in the numbers at the row labeled JES.

than that in the efficiency correction factor for the b-tagged jet. The impact from the

b-tagging uncertainty further increases for signals with mass of 4 TeV in the SR1b due to

the additional contribution from the extrapolation to high pT.

6.2 Background modelling uncertainties

The uncertainty in the background estimate is primarily associated with the choice of func-

tional form and the fit range used to estimate the background. With a given fit function

with a certain number of shape parameters and fit range, there is an ambiguity in the fit

result due to intrinsic limitations associated with the chosen fit. Because of this, when a

fit is performed to the background-only distribution, the fit creates a systematic difference

between the estimated and real backgrounds, producing a ‘spurious’ signal. This system-

atic difference, referred to as the spurious-signal uncertainty, is evaluated in the statistical

analysis as a bias in the signal estimate obtained from a signal-plus-background fit to the

mreco
tt̄ distribution constructed under the background-only hypothesis. The signal model

used in the signal-plus-background fit is extracted from the simulated Z ′TC2 samples by

performing fits to the reconstructed mreco
tt̄ spectra with the sum of a Gaussian function

and a Crystal Ball function. The background model is the three-shape-parameter function

of eq. (5.8). The spurious-signal uncertainty is obtained from a signal-plus-background fit

performed over the Sbkg set of background distributions used to determine the fit functions

in section 5.2. In the fit the switching point for the data-derived and simulated multijet

samples is varied in each Sbkg set of background distributions (section 5.1). The spurious

signal uncertainty (taken from the average result of the fits) is estimated as a function of

the generated signal mass and quantified relative to the statistical uncertainty of the back-

ground prediction within ±20% around the signal peak. It decreases monotonically from
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80% to 2% between 1.75 and 5 TeV for the 1b signal region. For the 2b signal region, it is

approximately constant within 30–40% up to 4 TeV, then increases significantly and reaches

200% at 5 TeV. The increase of the spurious-signal uncertainty at masses above 4 TeV in

the 2b signal region is associated with the fact that the background distribution falls more

rapidly than that in the 1b signal region, causing the function to be less constrained in the

high-mass region and thus producing an increased amount of spurious signal. An addi-

tional uncertainty associated with the statistical uncertainty of the expected background

in the signal regions is also considered by propagating the impact of the uncertainties in

the values of the fit parameters in eq. (5.8) to the mreco
tt̄ spectra.6

7 Statistical analysis

The statistical interpretation of the data consists of two steps: a model-independent test

for the presence of local deviations from smooth mreco
tt̄ spectra in data using BumpHunter,

and hypothesis testing of data with the benchmark signal model using the profile likelihood

ratio.

The BumpHunter test quantifies the significance of local excesses or deficits in the

mreco
tt̄ distributions, taking into account the look-elsewhere effect [80, 81] associated with

the scanned mass ranges.

The hypothesis testing with the benchmark signal is performed using a binned

maximum-likelihood fit to the mreco
tt̄ distributions that is based on the expected signal

and background yields. The likelihood model is defined as:

L =
∏
i

Ppois(ni|λi)×N (θ)

where Ppois(ni|λi) is the Poisson probability to observe ni events when λi events are ex-

pected in bin i of the mreco
tt̄ distribution, and N (θ) is a series of Gaussian or log-normal

distributions for the nuisance parameters, θ, corresponding to the systematic uncertain-

ties related to the signal and background yields in each bin. The λi is expressed as

λi = µsi(θ) + bi(θ) with µ being the signal strength, defined as a signal cross-section

in units of the theoretical prediction, determined by the fit, and si(θ) and bi(θ) being the

expected numbers of signal and background events, respectively. Nuisance parameters are

allowed to float in the fit and thus vary the normalization and shape of the signal mreco
tt̄

distribution as well as the shape of the background mreco
tt̄ distribution.

The information about µ is extracted from a likelihood fit to data under the signal-

plus-background hypothesis, using a test statistic based on the profile likelihood ratio. The

distributions of the test statistic under the signal-plus-background and background-only

hypotheses are obtained using the asymptotic formulae [82]. The systematic uncertainties

with the largest post-fit impact on µ at m = 2 TeV and m = 4 TeV are the fit parameter

6The fit parameter uncertainties are re-evaluated by using another set of background distributions ob-

tained assuming Poisson uncertainties instead of the uncertainties from the square-root of bin contents.

The impact on the fit parameter uncertainties from this change turns out to be negligible.
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uncertainty and the spurious-signal uncertainty for the background and the JES uncertain-

ties for the signal. The level of agreement between the observed data and the background

prediction is assessed by computing the local p0-value, defined as the probability to ob-

serve an excess at least as large as the one observed in data, under the background-only

hypothesis. The global p0-value is computed by considering the look-elsewhere effect due

to multiple testing on the signal mass points. Expected and observed upper limits are set

at 95% confidence level (CL) on the cross-section times branching fraction (σ · B) of new

particles decaying into a tt̄ pair using the CLs prescription [83]. Cross-checks with the

test statistic sampled using pseudo-experiments are performed to test the accuracy of the

asymptotic formula in the high-mass region beyond 2 TeV. The σ ·B limits from the asymp-

totic approximation are found to be stronger than those from the pseudo-experiments by at

most 20% at masses above 4 TeV. The impact on the mass limit from this approximation

is estimated to be below 100 GeV for the Z ′TC2 signal considered in this analysis.

8 Results

The observed mreco
tt̄ distributions in the two SRs with fits using the three-shape-parameter

function are shown in figure 3. The observed number of data events is 26 964 (8160) in

SR1b (SR2b). The BumpHunter tests for the compatibility of the data and the background

prediction show that the fit describes the data well for both SRs. The interval with the

most significant deviation is 5.44–5.69 TeV for SR1b and 5.44–5.82 TeV for SR2b with the

corresponding global p-values of 0.45 and 0.56, respectively. The parameter values of the

fit functions determined from the fits to the data are provided in HEPData [84]. The

parameter values are consistent with those obtained from fits to the Sbkg set of expected

background distributions, used in section 5.2.

With the Z ′TC2 signal used in this analysis, the minimum local p0-value is found to

be 0.06 (1.6σ) at Z ′TC2 mass of 1.88 TeV in the mass range between 1.75 and 5 TeV. In

the absence of a significant excess above the background prediction, 95% CL upper limits

on σ · B are calculated at each mass value of the Z ′TC2 signal model. The expected and

observed upper limits on the σ ·B of Z ′TC2 → tt̄ are presented in figure 4. The results from

the two SRs are statistically combined to obtain these limits. From the comparison with

the σ · B at NLO for the Z ′TC2 with Γ/m = 1% and 3%, the Z ′TC2 masses up to 3.9 and

4.7 TeV, respectively, are excluded at 95% CL. For the Z ′TC2 with Γ/m = 1.2% and the

LO σ ·B multiplied by 1.3 (scaled to NLO prediction), masses up to 4.1 TeV are excluded

at 95% CL. The upper limits on σ · B are provided only up to 5 TeV for the Z ′TC2 signal

mass because of the large spurious-signal uncertainty exceeding 200% at masses beyond

5 TeV, making the limit calculation unreliable at masses larger than ∼ 5.2 TeV. The

expected sensitivity of the present analysis is limited by the statistical uncertainty of the

background prediction over the full mass range, except at high mass beyond 4.5 TeV where

the systematic uncertainty due to the spurious signal dominates the statistical uncertainty.
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Figure 3. Observed mreco
tt̄ distributions in data for (a) SR1b and (b) SR2b, shown together with

the result of the fit with the three-shape-parameter function. The shaded bands around the fits

indicate the effect of the fit parameter uncertainty on the background prediction. The bin width

of the distributions is chosen to be the same as that used in the background parameterization

(section 5.2). The predicted Z ′TC2 signal distributions with masses of 2 and 4 TeV (multiplied by a

factor of 5) are superimposed on the background prediction. The lower panel shows the significance

of data with respect to the background prediction from the fit, calculated in continuous mass

intervals scanned over the binned mreco
tt̄ distributions. The two vertical lines extending between the

upper and lower panel represent the most significant deviation interval. The global p-value of the

interval is 0.45 (0.56) for SR1b (SR2b).

9 Conclusion

This paper presents a search for new massive particles decaying into tt̄ in the fully hadronic

final state using 139 fb−1 of pp collision data recorded at
√
s = 13 TeV with the ATLAS

detector at the LHC. The search focuses on the mass range above 1.4 TeV. It uses an im-

proved top-quark tagging based on a multivariate classification algorithm with a deep neural

network and b-hadron identification with variable-radius track-jets for highly boosted top

quarks. The background is estimated from a fit to data. No significant deviation from

the background expectation is observed over the search range. Upper limits are set on

the production cross-section times branching fraction for the Z ′TC2 boson in the topcolor-

assisted-technicolor model, resulting in the exclusion of Z ′TC2 masses up to 3.9 and 4.7 TeV

for decay widths of 1% and 3%, respectively. Compared to the previous analysis with

the 2015–2016 data set, the improved analysis techniques presented here provide a 65%

improvement in the expected cross-section limit at 4 TeV when using the same data set.
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Figure 4. Observed and expected upper limits on the cross-section times branching fraction of

the Z ′TC2 → tt̄ as a function of the Z ′TC2 mass. The NLO theory cross-sections times branching

fraction for the Z ′TC2 with Γ/m = 1% and 3% are shown by the red dotted and blue dashed lines,

respectively. Shown by the red solid line is a NLO prediction, obtained by multiplying the LO

theory cross-section times branching fraction by a factor 1.3 [41], for the Z ′TC2 with Γ/m = 1.2%.
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K. Al Khoury 65, G.L. Alberghi 23b,23a, J. Albert 175, M.J. Alconada Verzini 160,

S. Alderweireldt 36, M. Aleksa 36, I.N. Aleksandrov 80, C. Alexa 27b, T. Alexopoulos 10,

A. Alfonsi 120, F. Alfonsi 23b,23a, M. Alhroob 128, B. Ali 141, S. Ali 157, M. Aliev 165,

G. Alimonti 69a, C. Allaire 36, B.M.M. Allbrooke 155, B.W. Allen 131, P.P. Allport 21,

A. Aloisio 70a,70b, F. Alonso 89, C. Alpigiani 147, E. Alunno Camelia 74a,74b,

M. Alvarez Estevez 99, M.G. Alviggi 70a,70b, Y. Amaral Coutinho 81b, A. Ambler 104,

L. Ambroz 134, C. Amelung 26, D. Amidei 106, S.P. Amor Dos Santos 139a, S. Amoroso 46,

C.S. Amrouche 54, F. An 79, C. Anastopoulos 148, N. Andari 144, T. Andeen 11,

J.K. Anders 20, S.Y. Andrean 45a,45b, A. Andreazza 69a,69b, V. Andrei 61a, C.R. Anelli 175,

S. Angelidakis 9, A. Angerami 39, A.V. Anisenkov 122b,122a, A. Annovi 72a, C. Antel 54,

M.T. Anthony 148, E. Antipov 129, M. Antonelli 51, D.J.A. Antrim 170, F. Anulli 73a,

M. Aoki 82, J.A. Aparisi Pozo 173, M.A. Aparo 155, L. Aperio Bella 46, N. Aranzabal Barrio
36, V. Araujo Ferraz 81a, R. Araujo Pereira 81b, C. Arcangeletti 51, A.T.H. Arce 49,

F.A. Arduh 89, J-F. Arguin 110, S. Argyropoulos 52, J.-H. Arling 46, A.J. Armbruster 36,

A. Armstrong 170, O. Arnaez 166, H. Arnold 120, Z.P. Arrubarrena Tame 114, G. Artoni
134, K. Asai 126, S. Asai 162, T. Asawatavonvanich 164, N. Asbah 59,

E.M. Asimakopoulou 171, L. Asquith 155, J. Assahsah 35d, K. Assamagan 29, R. Astalos
28a, R.J. Atkin 33a, M. Atkinson 172, N.B. Atlay 19, H. Atmani 65, K. Augsten 141,

V.A. Austrup 181, G. Avolio 36, M.K. Ayoub 15a, G. Azuelos 110,al, H. Bachacou 144,

K. Bachas 161, M. Backes 134, F. Backman 45a,45b, P. Bagnaia 73a,73b, M. Bahmani 85,

H. Bahrasemani 151, A.J. Bailey 173, V.R. Bailey 172, J.T. Baines 143, C. Bakalis 10,

O.K. Baker 182, P.J. Bakker 120, E. Bakos 16, D. Bakshi Gupta 8, S. Balaji 156,

E.M. Baldin 122b,122a, P. Balek 179, F. Balli 144, W.K. Balunas 134, J. Balz 100,

E. Banas 85, M. Bandieramonte 138, A. Bandyopadhyay 24, Sw. Banerjee 180,i, L. Barak
160, W.M. Barbe 38, E.L. Barberio 105, D. Barberis 55b,55a, M. Barbero 102, G. Barbour
95, T. Barillari 115, M-S. Barisits 36, J. Barkeloo 131, T. Barklow 152, R. Barnea 159,

B.M. Barnett 143, R.M. Barnett 18, Z. Barnovska-Blenessy 60a, A. Baroncelli 60a,

G. Barone 29, A.J. Barr 134, L. Barranco Navarro 45a,45b, F. Barreiro 99,
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S. Gonzalez Fernandez 14, R. Gonzalez Lopez 91, C. Gonzalez Renteria 18,

R. Gonzalez Suarez 171, S. Gonzalez-Sevilla 54, G.R. Gonzalvo Rodriguez 173, L. Goossens

– 27 –

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7667-260X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5789-9825
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3469-6045
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6066-4744
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4157-592X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7277-0440
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1464-0335
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9632-6352
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7412-9187
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0805-9184
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7535-6058
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3529-5171
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4391-9100
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7341-9115
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8955-9681
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5997-3569
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5265-3175
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3596-5331
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0921-0314
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1920-4930
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8899-051X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1213-0545
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1363-9175
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4963-1148
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9916-3349
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5340-7240
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8073-2740
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5423-8079
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4543-6599
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4656-3936
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4270-2775
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4442-4537
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8210-1064
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6871-7794
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2183-3127
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4259-018X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7520-293X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8474-0978
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4002-8353
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7635-7095
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4056-4578
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7118-341X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2004-476X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0264-1632
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4278-7182
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5140-0731
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8630-6585
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6689-4957
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8773-145X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9442-7598
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0000-2439
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3983-0728
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3037-9288
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1363-9324
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5350-9271
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4779-5432
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6423-7213
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1516-1195
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1289-2141
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3731-820X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2596-8264
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2190-9091
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1733-7158
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5138-3473
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9488-8095
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4124-7862
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1403-0951
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2101-1879
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9138-3200
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0698-1482
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1002-6880
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1328-4367
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1007-7816
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2887-5311
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1387-153X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5566-1373
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6606-3595
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0532-711X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5687-9240
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5562-7893
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4610-5612
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5671-1555
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3338-2247
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7979-9473
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9035-0335
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5070-2735
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9799-5232
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5412-1236
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3043-3045
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1152-7372
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1461-8648
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6968-340X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8356-6987
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1098-6446
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2748-758X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1551-5974
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2317-9560
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9457-394X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4577-0685
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7201-1898
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8308-2643
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3727-8781
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0532-7921
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0976-7246
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4836-0358
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3089-6090
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1164-6870
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5315-9275
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4554-252X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8159-8010
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1687-4314
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0647-6072
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6595-883X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7829-6564
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9433-8648
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0407-6083
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4473-1027
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0907-392X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0288-5941
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3986-3922
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3562-9944
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6701-8198
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6377-4391
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3082-621X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1290-2031
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5346-7841
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0768-9325
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5615-5082
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4475-6734
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3550-4124
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3000-8479
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5832-5746
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1259-1034
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7401-5043
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1026-7633
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1550-1487
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1285-9261
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8420-3803
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6326-4773
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6082-9190
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6670-1104
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1625-7452
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0279-0523
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7399-7353
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8348-4693
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5800-4210
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1433-9366
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0534-9634
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4850-1122
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4067-2472
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9232-1332
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7721-8217
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6833-0933
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7219-2636
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3837-6567
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9354-9507
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2941-9257
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9272-4254
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2781-2933
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3271-7861
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8833-3154
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4644-2472
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0932-0230
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1702-5699
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4098-2024
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4550-7174
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3565-3290
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7188-979X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3056-7417
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3644-6621
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9191-2704
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3492-4538
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4931-2764
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0819-1553
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5716-356X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2987-7642
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9192-3537
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7314-0168
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3721-9490
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5683-814X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1236-9249
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4155-7844
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9021-8836
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0731-710X
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0341-0171
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8451-4604
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2552-1449
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0792-6039
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8485-9351
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5765-1750
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6976-0951
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8506-274X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9420-7499
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8402-723X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2132-2071
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2331-9922
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9422-8636
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2025-3817
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3078-0733
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5437-971X
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7701-5030
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0772-7312
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2785-9654
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1677-3097
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8535-6687
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5521-9793
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5940-9893
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8263-4263
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3826-3442
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0524-2477
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4919-0808
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8183-1612
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0885-1654
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2037-6315
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5304-5390
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8176-0201
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2302-8754
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0079-8924
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6126-7230
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4458-9403
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6816-4795
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2536-4498


J
H
E
P
1
0
(
2
0
2
0
)
0
6
1

36, N.A. Gorasia 21, P.A. Gorbounov 124, H.A. Gordon 29, B. Gorini 36, E. Gorini 68a,68b,
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79, Y. Jiang 60a, Z. Jiang 152, S. Jiggins 52, F.A. Jimenez Morales 38, J. Jimenez Pena 115,

S. Jin 15c, A. Jinaru 27b, O. Jinnouchi 164, H. Jivan 33e, P. Johansson 148, K.A. Johns 7,

C.A. Johnson 66, R.W.L. Jones 90, S.D. Jones 155, T.J. Jones 91, J. Jongmanns 61a,

J. Jovicevic 36, X. Ju 18, J.J. Junggeburth 115, A. Juste Rozas 14,w, A. Kaczmarska 85,

M. Kado 73a,73b, H. Kagan 127, M. Kagan 152, A. Kahn 39, C. Kahra 100, T. Kaji 178,

E. Kajomovitz 159, C.W. Kalderon 29, A. Kaluza 100, A. Kamenshchikov 123, M. Kaneda
162, N.J. Kang 145, S. Kang 79, Y. Kano 117, J. Kanzaki 82, L.S. Kaplan 180, D. Kar
33e, K. Karava 134, M.J. Kareem 167b, I. Karkanias 161, S.N. Karpov 80, Z.M. Karpova
80, V. Kartvelishvili 90, A.N. Karyukhin 123, E. Kasimi 161, A. Kastanas 45a,45b, C. Kato
60d,60c, J. Katzy 46, K. Kawade 149, K. Kawagoe 88, T. Kawaguchi 117, T. Kawamoto
144, G. Kawamura 53, E.F. Kay 175, S. Kazakos 14, V.F. Kazanin 122b,122a, R. Keeler 175,

R. Kehoe 42, J.S. Keller 34, E. Kellermann 97, D. Kelsey 155, J.J. Kempster 21,

J. Kendrick 21, K.E. Kennedy 39, O. Kepka 140, S. Kersten 181, B.P. Kerševan 92,
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G. Mancini 70a,70b, I. Mandić 92, L. Manhaes de Andrade Filho 81a, I.M. Maniatis 161,

J. Manjarres Ramos 48, K.H. Mankinen 97, A. Mann 114, A. Manousos 77, B. Mansoulie
144, I. Manthos 161, S. Manzoni 120, A. Marantis 161, G. Marceca 30, L. Marchese 134,

G. Marchiori 135, M. Marcisovsky 140, L. Marcoccia 74a,74b, C. Marcon 97,

C.A. Marin Tobon 36, M. Marjanovic 128, Z. Marshall 18, M.U.F. Martensson 171,

S. Marti-Garcia 173, C.B. Martin 127, T.A. Martin 177, V.J. Martin 50,

B. Martin dit Latour 17, L. Martinelli 75a,75b, M. Martinez 14,w, P. Martinez Agullo 173,

V.I. Martinez Outschoorn 103, S. Martin-Haugh 143, V.S. Martoiu 27b, A.C. Martyniuk 95,

A. Marzin 36, S.R. Maschek 115, L. Masetti 100, T. Mashimo 162, R. Mashinistov 111,

J. Masik 101, A.L. Maslennikov 122b,122a, L. Massa 23b,23a, P. Massarotti 70a,70b,

P. Mastrandrea 72a,72b, A. Mastroberardino 41b,41a, T. Masubuchi 162, D. Matakias 29,

A. Matic 114, N. Matsuzawa 162, P. Mättig 24, J. Maurer 27b, B. Maček 92,
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A. Zoccoli 23b,23a, K. Zoch 53, T.G. Zorbas 148, R. Zou 37 and L. Zwalinski 36

1 Department of Physics, University of Adelaide, Adelaide; Australia
2 Physics Department, SUNY Albany, Albany NY; United States of America
3 Department of Physics, University of Alberta, Edmonton AB; Canada
4 (a)Department of Physics, Ankara University, Ankara;(b)Istanbul Aydin University, Application and

Research Center for Advanced Studies, Istanbul;(c)Division of Physics, TOBB University of

Economics and Technology, Ankara; Turkey
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