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ABSTRACT 

A dictionary format is used to present a body of lexical material 

collected primarily from one of the few remaining speakers of the 

Songish dialect of Straits Salish . Preliminary outlines of the 

phonological system and the morphology are provided and the validity 

of the linguistic sample is assessed . 

The dictionary incorporates some ethnographic details of Straits 

Salish culture . These were provided by the informant and drawn from 

relevant ethnological accounts . 

Grammatical categories , derivational forms , and examples of usage 

are included with many of the entries . 

ii. 

---- - - - - - ----
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INTRODUCTION 

The material assembled in this dictionary serves several purposes . 

First, and most obviously , it provides a Songish word list which , while 

admittedly not complete , is considerably more extensive than that col ­

lected by Hill -Tout (1907) or pr esented for comparative purposes by Boas 

and Haeberlin (1927) , Elmendorf (1962) , or Swadesh ( 1949 ; 1950) . The 

most valuable aspect of such a lexicon woul d seem to be its use in 

comparative analyses of the interrelationships among the major Coast 

Salish languages and , mor e specifically , i n studies of related Salish 

dialects . Furthermore, the items catalogued here may serve as the 

basis for development of an extensive Salishan word l ist for use in 

future linguistic fieldwork among Coast Salish speakers . 

Secondl y, the tentative morphological inferences which have been 

made in order to explain the grammatical functions of as many items as 

possible and to clarify classification of lexical entries and sub­

entries will provide the groundwork upon which to reconstruct a future 

description of Songish morphology and syntax mor e closely appr oximating 

the structure of the language when it existed as a fully viable system . 

In addition , in order to make the data contained herein useful to 

anthropologists as well as to linguists , meaning has been expanded to 

have ethnographic relevance wherever possible . In spite of the limita­

tions discussed below in considering validity of the sample , an attempt 

has been made to examine briefly the socio- cultural contexts of certain 
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semantic concepts . 

Finally , the realization that the two known , remaining speakers of 

Songish are of advanced age and in declining health made it imperative 

that the remnants of their language be preserved and organized for the 

use of future scholars , among them , hopefully , descendants of the Songish 

people . This dictionary becomes , then , a storehouse in which to keep 

not only a Songish lexical inventory but also a fund of data for 

further investigation . In this way , at least a part of the language of 

Sophie Misheal and her predecessors may be spared the ignominy of total 

extinction. 

1. 0 Linguistic and Cultural Setting 

The Coast Salish peoples who occupied the southeastern tip of Van­

couver Island in aboriginal times were the Songish . Similar in culture 

to their insular neighbors , the Sooke and Saanich , and to the Semiahmoo , 

Lum,~i , and Samish of Washington , the Songish spoke a dialect which was 

mutually intelligible with the dialects of these neighboring groups . 

Suttles (1954 :29-31) classifies these groups , and the Klallum of the 

Olympic Peninsula , who spoke a dialect less intelligible to the others 

but were , nevertheless , culturally very similar, as Straits Salish , on 

the basis of language and certain important subsistence activities . 

Linguistically, Straits Salish is a sub-division of the Salishan 

language stock, which includes both Coast and Interior Salish languages , 

Bella Coola , Tillamook , and the closely related Siletz (Suttles 1961-2: 

pers . comm . ) From a wider perspective , Sapir (1951 :171-2) classifies 

Salishan , Wakashan , Chemakuan, Kootenai, and Algonkin - Ritwan as 

members of the Macro - Algonkin, or Algonkin - Wakashan , phylum . 
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Culturally, Straits Salish groups showed parallels in their yearly 

subsistence round, including dependence on annual salmon runs , especi ­

ally that of sockeye salmon to the Fraser River . Straits gr oups , using 

reef-nets , took sockeye in the many salt-water straits along the south­

ern coast of Vancouver Island and in the Gulf and San Juan Islands . 

Suttles (1954 : 31) observes that : 

This fishing technique contrasts with those 
used by neighbors both to the north and to 
the south , fishing in streams with smaller 
mobile nets or with weirs and traps . Associ ­
ated with reef- netting were several unique 
ritual practices and a great stress on the 
private ownership of the fishing locations . 
In other respects the Straits tribes dif ­
fered slightly from one another and perhaps 
only slightly more from their most immediate 
neighbors to the north and south . 

According to Hill -Tout ' s (1907 : 307) account, the Songish , or 

l Akw ' angAn , occupied vil l ages at Cadboro Bay, Shoal Bay , the Gorge, 

Discovery Island, Ross Bay, Parry Bay, Becher Bay, and Esquimalt Harbor 

before the arriva l of white settlers . Probably numbering not in excess 

of 1000 persons prior to the advent of Europeans (Suttles 1954: 43) , the 

Songish were undoubtedly among those who suffered a population decline 

from a smallpox epidemic in 1782, eight years before the first recorded 

European contact -- a Spanish expedition through the Strait of Juan de 

Fuca (Suttles 1954: 42) . Combined with repeat ed raids on the Straits 

Indians by southern Kwakiutl groups , smallpox and other European 

diseases reduced the Songish to a level which precluded their continued 

existence as an identifiable culture (Suttles 1954: 37 , 41 - 3) . By 1963 , 

Duff (1964: 28) estimated their population at 117 . Among them , only two 

are known who speak the Songish dialect : Mrs . Sophie Misheal , the in­

formant who produced virtually all of the material included here , and 

Mr . Ned Williams , who has been too ill , unfortunately , to contribute 
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more than a few lexical items to the corpus . Probably, there are other 

Songish who retain varying degrees of facility with the language but 

they remain unknown to the writer and to the British Columbia Provincia l 

Museum (McNair 1966 : pers , comm , ) , 

2 .0 Methodology 

Fieldwork for the present lexical compilation was begun in June of 

1966 . At that time , the aim of the research was simply to provide the 

writer with training in anthropologica l linguistics and in phonological 

analysis . By the summer of 1967 , at the suggestion of Dr . M. H. Scar­

gill, Head of the Department of Linguistics at the University of 

Victoria , it had been decided to incorporate the growing body of material 

in a dictionar y . 

Consequently , collection of lexical items encompassing a wide 

semantic range was emphasized . In order to construct at least a pre­

liminary morphological framework , however , phrases and longer utter­

ances were elicited also , to gain access to basic grammatical cate­

gories . Moreover , during the two years of fie l dwork , approximately 

twenty- five texts were recorded , including mythology , legends , and 

ethnographic data . These texts have not yet been analyzed , except for 

isolated lexical forms , but it is hoped that they will provide the basis 

for a more comprehensive grammatical and syntactic analysis , in the 

future . 

All material was transcribed in sessions lasting between one and 

two hours at the home of Mrs . Misheal , on the Songhees Indian Reserve 

in Esquimalt , British Columbia . Each corpus was tape-recorded at the 

end of the session on a portable , transistorized Sony TC - 801A 



Tapecorder , using either Magnetophonband or Scotch Brand , five-inch 

tapes . 

5 

Word lists , from whi ch to elicit Songish forms were compiled from 

many sources . Swadesh ' s basic 100 - word , culture-free list was used 

initially, along with two 100-item supplementary lists developed by 

Suttles (1961-2: pers . comm . ) . Relevant concepts and items from 

Voeglin ' s "Domains for the Study of Indigenous Languages of Mexico 

(1957) and Hopi Domains (1957) provided additional material . Terms for 

flora and fauna native to the province were elicited with the aid of 

the British Columbia Provincial Museum Handbook Series . The illustra­

tions in these publications were particularly useful to Mrs . Misheal 

in identifying plants and animals , As well, a col l ection of southern 

Vancouver Island sea shells was taken to the informant for identifica­

tion . Ethnographically-oriented lists were taken from Barnett (1939 ; 

1955) , Gunther (1927) , and Suttles (1954 ; 1963 ; 1966) . Hill- Tout ' s 

(1907) material , both in English and Songish , was considered but 

attempts to pronounce the latter forms , from his transcriptions , were 

none too successful . Finally, Mrs . Misheal volunteer ed many lexical 

items and most of the topics for texts . 

Eventually , each word , as wel l as a large number of phrases and 

short sentences , was written in phonemic form on three -inch by five­

inch index cards , arranged alphabetica l ly according to the Songish item . 

Every card was then cross- indexed with a set of cards arranged alpha­

betically by English gloss . A third c l assification grouped together 

some concept categories such as kinship terms , body parts , geographical 

names , and referents for fish , birds , and mammals , in order to facili ­

tate identificati on of any morphemic indicators of these classes . 
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3. 0 Validity of the Sample 

In addition to the possibility of error in transcription , there 

are several potential sources of bias in the sample of Songish collec­

ted which may affect the analysis on the phonological , morphological , 

lexical, or ethnographic level , or , possibly , on all four levels . 

3 . 1 Limitations of the word lists 

Lexical items set out here tend to be biased in favor of those with 

roughly equivalent English translations , because eliciting was based on 

English word lists ; or in favor of distinctive ethnographic concepts , 

because culturally unique items were selected intentionally from anthro ­

pological sources . Until Songish texts are analyzed sufficiently to 

yield , in the context of more spontaneous and natural utterances , forms 

which may be added to the data, the bias will persist . This is not to 

suggest the invalidity of the material already compiled but does em­

phasize the somewhat narrow range of present information , in contrast to 

the potential inventory available . 

3 . 2 Use of a single informant 

As stated earlier , the corpus elicited for this dictionary was 

produced almost entirely by one informant , Mrs . Misheal . Although Mr . 

Williams is a Songish speaker , he was available as an informant on 

only two occasions . The small corpus which was obtained was rather 

difficult to transcribe precisely , because of recording difficulties , 

so that only a few items were extracted from it for inclusion in the 

dictionary . These have been marked with the initials, N.W •. Mrs . 

Misheal was unable to verify most of the data collected from her kins ­

man, perhaps because the material dealt largely with zoological names - -
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an area of terminology with which Mrs . Misheal has considerable diffi ­

culty . 

Thus, since the reliability of the data elicited from Mrs . Misheal 

could not be checked with another living informant , verification on a 

very limited scale was attempted with Hill-Tout's 1907 paper . However , 

the author's imperfect transcription system and his desire to force the 

grammar into a European framework made corroboration difficult except 

for a relatively small number of forms . On the other hand, as the 

Songish texts are analyzed , his work may become a more useful reference . 

3 . 3 Multilingualism and interference 

Mrs . Misheal's native language is Songish . When she was seven 

years old, she was sent to a Roman Catholic residential school where she 

was taught to speak, read, and write English . Moreover, although con­

versations in any Indian language among the children were expressly 

forbidden by the teaching sisters and enforced with Christian religious 

sanctions , the informant learned to speak Cowichan , the mother tongue 

of most of her classmates . Both at school and during yearly three-week 

holidays at home with her family , Mrs . Misheal came in contact with 

Saanich speakers , as well . 

After leaving school, she married Andrew Misheal , a Cowichan, and 

lived for many years with him at the Koksilah Indian Reserve near 

Duncan . Here, too, most of her contacts were with Cowichan speakers 

and both of her daughters learned that dialect , as well as English . 

Multilingualism was relatively common among Salish peoples of 

southern British Columbia and northwestern Washington (Suttles 1954:31) 

and is still evident . There has been considerable intermarriage among 

the Straits groups and between them and the Cowichan, Musq~am, and 
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Squamish (Gunther 1927 :242-43 ; Suttles 1963:516) , a factor which may 

contribute to the modern prevalance of multilingual individuals . 

The possible source of bias arising from the informant ' s fluency 

in at l east three languages Songish , Cowichan , and English -- is that 

of interference in the Songish material . Among W. F. Mackey's levels 

of interference, which he details in "The Description of Bilingualism" 

(1962) , three the phonological , the lexical , and the grammatical -­

are important for this discussion . 

3 . 3. 1 Phonological interference 

The only recurrent , and therefore noticeable , instance of phoneme 

interference was the informant ' s use of the dental -alveolar , flat 

fricative /e/, probably from Cowichan , in pl ace of the Songish grooved 

fricative /s/, in final position . Si nce Mrs . Misheal usually corrected 

herself when she used /e/ and even commented on the "mistake , " the 

substitution is considered interference . 

3 . 3 . 2 Lexical interference 

Without the presence of other Songish speakers , it is difficult to 

ascertain whether intrusive lexical elements constitute "individual and 

contingent" interference or "collective and systematic" linguistic 

borrowing (Mackey 1962: 68) . In the case of Chinook jargon and many 

English lexical forms , especial ly those in which voiced stops and 

affricates are replaced by Songish voiceless counterparts , the assump­

tion is made that the items are true loan words . In fact , where Cow­

ichan and Saanich forms occur and are identified , they are invariably 

treated as loan words and included in the dictionary , as a more 

acceptable course than discarding them . 

Some English items , however , were more obviously interference , as 

- ---- - ------ - ---
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for example , when the informant , in dictating a short text, used the 

English word , canoe , instead of its Songish counterpart . Situations 

such as this were usually noticed by the informant and regarded with 

considerable amusement . 

3 . 3 . 3 Grammatical interference 

At the level of grammar , interference from another Indian language 

will have gone unnoticed in the analysis , if indeed , such intrusion has 

occurred , for the writer is not familiar with the structure of any 

other Salish dialect and has only limited knowledge of Songish grammar . 

Instances of English grammatical interference were not evident . 

3 .4 Lack of practice 

In considering the informant ' s multilingual background , we must 

take into account the concornmitant fact that Mrs . Misheal no longer 

speaks Songish in the course of everyday conversations . She converses 

with her daughters and contemporaries in Cowichan and with her grand ­

children, younger friends , and white people in English. Only a small 

percentage of her time might be spent in talking with Mr . Williams in 

their native tongue . 

Because of this , the informant has forgotten many isolated forms . 

Frequently, in a later field session , she recalls words which she has 

been unable to remember . In all likelihood , other forms which she has 

forgotten will appear in the texts - more natural utterances than 

single words or phrases out of context . Nevertheless , given the 

present state of the language , as well as another factor to be con­

sidered below, it seems likely that only a small portion of the Songish 

lexical inventory can be recovered . 
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3 .5 Post-contact culture change 

A marked inadequacy in the informant's knowledge of the Songish 

language lies in the realm of traditional economic terminology. Her 

vocabulary seems most limited in reference to many subsistence pursuits 

and their technology, such as fishing and hunting procedures and equip­

ment, wood-working tools and techniques, and to economically important 

animals -- fish, shellfish , birds , and mammals . Although there is no 

direct evidence, two factors resulting from European contact with 

Songish culture may account for this limitation. 

First, with the entrance of Indians into the white money economy , 

not only did traditional subsistence pursuits decline in importance but 

also division of labor by sexes may have become more marked . Thus, 

aboriginal Coast Salish women seem to have participated to some extent 

in most economic activities, including collection of berries , roots , 

and shellfish, and at least in the final stages of cleaning and prepar­

ing, for storage or cooking, fish, birds, and other game (Barnett 1955: 

89 ; Gunther 1927:214; Stern 1934: 41 -53) . Undoubtedly, they knew the 

names of the products of hunting and fishing and, most likely, the 

techniques and equipment required . Nor is it unreasonable to assume 

that they knew the tools and materials used in woodworking - a male 

occupation . Ethnographic sources (Barnett 1955; Duff 1964 ; Gunther 

1927 ; Suttles 1954 , 1955) give no indication of differential subsis ­

tence vocabulary for any other Straits groups . 

However , in the late nineteenth century, during Mrs . Misheal ' s 

childhood, Indian economic organization began to be disrupted . Duff 

(1964 :86-7) points out that "slowly and irreversibly .. . traditional 

hunting and fishing rights . .. fy.,er(U curtailed ," forcing the Indians 

to find new occupations as sailors , trappers , or hunters on sealing 
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vessels ; as commercial fishermen , loggers , farmers and ranchers ; and , in 

seasonal migratory work as fruit and hop pickers . 

Therefore , it is not surprising that girls and women , who were 

perhaps only peripherally invol ved in traditional hunting , fishing , and 

woodworking occupations to begirr with , might succumb first to the de ­

creasing need for using aboriginal technological terminology . On the 

other hand , it must be noted that Indian girls and women were , and 

still are, employed as migrant hop and berry pickers and this may ex­

plain why the informant remembers the names of almost a l l economically 

important berries -- important both in aboriginal and post- contact 

times . 

The second factor which may have contributed to Mrs . Misheal ' s re ­

stricted vocabulary in the area of traditional economy is her early and 

long separation from her fami l y during the year s she attended residential 

school . In al l likelihood, her annual three-week vacations at home 

were insufficient to provide her with all the complex terminology 

possessed by the adults of her community and she may have had little 

opportunity, as well , to participate in , or even to observe, the 

activities which were predominantly for men and boys . 

Interestingly enough , Ned Williams , who does not seem to have 

attended any school , was most prolific in supplying the very terms that 

Mrs . Misheal did not know. The name of a single bird or fish would 

prompt him to respond with the names of a dozen more and it is regrettable 

that the information he offered so enthusiastically is so difficult to 

use . Regrettable, too , is the fact that Mr . Williams , and other 

Songish speakers, were not contacted long ago for the valuable 

linguistic and ethnographic information they might have provided . 
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4. 0 Phonemic Data and Orthography 

The phonemes of Songish comprise thirty consonants and five vowels . 

Vowel length is phonemic for three vowels . In the consonant and vowel 

charts below, phonemes are written according to the orthography used . 

4 . 1 Consonants 

There are no voiced stops or voiced fricatives in this dialect . 

Resonants are always voiced . Glottalization is contrastive between two 

series of stops : plosives other than/?/ and grooved affricates . 

There is contrast in labialization in velar and uvular plosives and 

velar fricative . Velar plosives /k/ and /k ' / occur rarely , in contrast 

to the labialized velars /kw/ and /kw' / . 

TABLE[ : CHART OF SONGISH CONSONANTS 

Bi ­
labial 

Dental­
Alveolar 

Alveo­
Palatal 

Velar Lab . 
Velar 

Uvular Lab . Glot­
Uvular tal 

STOPS 

Plosives 

Grooved 

Affricates 

Lateral 
Affricates 

FRICATIVES 

Median 

Lateral 

RESONANTS 

Nasal 

Lateral 

Median 

p 
p ' 

m 

w 

t 
t ' 

C ch 

c' ch ' 

tl ' 

s sh 

-t 

n 

l 

y 

k kw q qw ? 
k' kw ' q ' qw ' 

X xw h 

ng 
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4 . 2 Vowels 

Vowels do not occur initially but are always preceded by/?/ or 

by some other consonant . Moreover, there are no vowel clusters in 

Songish . If no other consonant occurs , two vowels are always separated 

by/?/, /y/, or /w/. Among the short vowels , /A/ appears most frequently 

and /o/ is rarest in occurrence . Of the long vowels , /e•/ occurs more 

frequently than either /a · / or /i · / but all long vowels are rare in 

comparison to short vowels , 

TABLE II : CHART OF SONGISH VOWELS 

4 . 3 Stress 

High 

Mid 

Low 

Front 
Short Long 

i 

e 

Central 
Short Long 

A 

a a · 

Back 

0 

Primary stress occurs most frequently on the penultimate syllable 

although it does not seem to be entirely predictable , 

5 . 0 Outline of Morphology 

The morphological sketch presented below can be considered only a 

tentative analysis and is intended largely as a convenience to the user 

of the dictionary . Further investigation is needed for an adequate and 

complete statement of Songish morphology - - a separate task , in itself . 

Much of the description outlined here was influenced by Kuipers ' 1967 

publication , The Sguamish Language . 

Songish morphemes may be divided into the following classes : 
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nouns , verbs , minor morphemes , and affi xes . 

5 . 1 Nouns 

Nouns inc l ude both unmarked and nominalized stems . I n addition , 

for consideration in this paper, many proper names as well as botanical 

and zoological terms are designated nouns even wnere they possess 

verb- like endings and are not nominalized . Only where there is a clear, 

literal verb translation are such forms labelled as verbs . 

Both unmarked and nominalized stems are preceded by a definite or 

indefinite article or a demonstrative pronominal , or may occur with a 

possessive pronominal form and a preceding article . 

5 . 1 . 1 Unmarked noun stems 

Unmarked noun stems are those forms which apparently do not contain 

any identifiable nominalizing affix . 

5 . 1 . 2 Nominalized stems 

Nominalized stems are , most commonly , verb stems preceded by the 

nominalizing prefix /s - ~ sh-/ : ~.g . , /ch~qwo?sA/ V ' to light a fire ,' 

/scht qwo?sA/ N ' fire , flames ;' / t{l/ V ' to give a gift ,' /s±( l/ N 

' gift ; ' /chAn{nQA±/ V ' to be planting ,' /shchAn{ngAr/ N ' seed , garden.' 

Another nominalizing affix, the suffix / -An/ combines with verb 

stems to indicate a tool or implement for performing the action of the 

verb : ~ ._g., /ch 1 <fc 1
/ V ' to sew ,' /ch ' lc 'An/ N ' sewing needle ;' 

/kwAn<ft/ V tr . ' to hold , fasten ,' /kwAn{sAn/ N ' button.' 

5 . 1 . 3 Noun p l ural formation 

The noun plural may be formally expressed in at least two ways : 

by reduplication and by infixation . In addition , a lexical expression 

of plurality may combine with a singular or plural noun form . 
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Reduplication of some element in the nominal form : ~ .g ., 

/chkiAs/ ' tooth ,' /chAch{nAs/ ' teeth ;' /?A(fNiyAqw/ 'great-great grand­

parent,' /?ACfN?tqwiyAo/'/ 'all great-great grandparents ; ' /st6ni/ ' woman,' 

/stnr~ni/ ' women ;' /sq ' (fNhn/ 'axe,' /sq 'A o/'{CfNAm/ 'axes . ' 

More data are needed to describe this phenomenon adequately . 

Infixation : One plural infix / -Al-/ has been identified . 

It occurs in the following forms : /sq/xe?/ 'dog,' /sqAl/xe?/ 'dogs;' 

/stiqfw/ ' horse ,' /stAliqfw/ ' horses;' /stq/ye?/ ' wolf, ' /stAlq/ye?/ 

' wolves ;' /qAq'il?s/ ' policeman ,' /qelAq 1{1?s/ 'policemen . ' 

Although other instances of infixation seem likely, they are diffi ­

cult to isolate from reduplication in the same nominal form without a 

larger corpus exemplifying them . 

In combination with a lexical expression of "plural:" When the 

nominal form is preceded or, in rare instances, followed by the morpheme 

/ngAn?/ 'many, lots of:' ~.g., /s?£tq / 'snake,' /ng~n? s?ttqA/ 'snakes, 

many snakes ;' /sqAmA?/ ' milk ,' /ng/n? so/mA?/ 'lots of milk ;' 

/q 'tl?Ang/ V. 'to make camp, ' /sq'/\ l?{ng/ N. 'camp ,' /q 1/1? ngfn?/ 

'summer camp , many camps . ' 

In some cases , possibly for emphasis , /ng/n?/ precedes a nominal 

form already pluralized by infixation or reduplication : ~ .g . , /stnrtni/ 

'women,' /ng/4"n? stnte"ni/ 'lots of women ; ' 

/ngAn? stAlqtye?/ ' pack of wolves .' 

5 . 1 , 4 Diminutive of nouns 

/stAlqtye?/ ' wolves ,' 

The suffix /-£1At/ is combined with certain nominal stems to 

indicate the offspring of an animal or diminution in size: ~.g. , 

/swiy?qA/ ' man ,' /sway?q~l.At/ ' boy , little boy ;' /sqefxe?/ ' dog , ' 

/sqexe?ilAt/ 'puppy; ' /sp6?es/ ' bear ,' /spe?es£1At/ 'bear cub.' 
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5 . 2 Verbs 

Verbs are inflected for person . Verb stems may be conbined wlth a 

transitive, intransitive , passive, or reflexive suffix or with an affix 

indicating aspect . The function of other verb affixes has not yet been 

determined . Reduplication occurs with some verb forms also, but relevant 

material is lnsuff:clent for detailed investigation . 

Other sub-classes of verbs which have been isolated but not iden­

tified are listed under Section 5. 4. 

5 . 2 . 1 Personal inflection (see also Table Vin Section 5 . 4. 4) 

/t'sAt/ V tr . ' to break , throw , hit, beat , club' 

/t'sAtsAn/ 'I hit , etc . ' /t •s/tttA/ ' we hit' 

/t'sAtsxw/ 'you (sg . ) hit ' /t•s/tsxw/ 'you (pl . ) hit' 

/t'sAt/ ' he , she hlt' /t •sJt/ 'they hit ' 

5 . 2 . 2 Transitlve verb forms 

With suffix / -t/: ~·.9· , /cef?kwAt/ 'to wash ; ' /c 'Ang~t/ ' to bite ; ' 

/sakw 'At/ 'to bathe , give a bath ; ' 

beat, club.' 

/t ' sAt/ 'to break , throw , hit , 

With suff:x / - st/: ~.g. , /qwflAst/ ' to boil ; ' 

warn; ' /t'Alq'{?st/ 'to wave ;' /?;fng/\st/ ' to give . ' 

Transitive volitional suffix / - s;t/: ~.g. , /chAqsft/ 'to make 

big , enlarge , swell ;' /1A1Angs£t/ ' to hear , listen to , pay attention 

to : ' /nAch's~t/ 'to change into . ' 

Transitive non- volitional suffix /-nAXW~-Axw/: ~.g., /hiqwnAxw/ 

'to smell ; ' /kwirv..xw/ 'to discover , find (unintentionally) ; ' 

/t'Asnfxw/ 'to break, hit (accidentally) ; ' 

overhear . ' 
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5 . 2 . 3 Intransitive verb forms 

With suffix / -ng/: ~.g. , /1t?nAng/ ' to hear ;' 

laugh ;' /qw ',.(l Ang/ ' to roast , be roasting ; ' /s6kw 'Ang/ ' to bat he , 

have a bath ;' /?lxAng/ ' to pretend . ' 

Passive suffix /-tAng/: ~.g. , /c •,(ngAtMg/ ' to be bitten ;' 

/tc •{tAng/ ' to be cut ; ' /skw 1 £tAng/ 'to be bathed , given a bath ;' 

/t 1 s t t An9/ ' to be hit , beaten , clubbed , thrown ' (but not io be broken ' 

see Section 5 ,2 ,5 Stative) ; /t 'Alq ' ~?stAng/ ' to be waved at ,' 

Passive non-volitional suffix / -yAxw/ (?) : ~ -~ -, /skwllAkwAsyAxw/ 

'to have been killed (accidentally) . ' 

5 . 2 . 4 Re f lexive ver b forms 

With suffix / - sAt/: ~.g ., /ce?kw,(SAt/ ' to wash oneself ;' 

/tc ' {sAt/ 'to cut oneself . ' 

5 . 2 . 5 Verb aspect 

Inchoative prefix /kwt/: ~ . g., /kwrn~chAng/ ' to start laughing ;' 

/kwrsh~ ng/ ' to start walking ;' 

beating , clubbing , throwing . ' 

/kwtt ' s,(t/ ' to star t breaking , hitting , 

Mutat i ve prefix /txwA-/ : ~ .g . , /txwAch~ / ' to become big , large ; 

to f l ood ;' /txwA?ay?/ ' to become good , well ;' 

become dressed ; get dressed !' 

Stative prefix /?A-/ : ~ .g . , /?Akw ' ~stAng/ ' to be shown ;' 

/?Asa?ay?/ ' to be ready ;' /?Ast ' esAr/ ' to be broken ;' /?Asxway/\t/ 

'to be awake ;' /?At1tM g/ ' to be sl eepy .' 

Durative suffix / -{ngAt/: ~ .g., /chM{ngAt/ ' to be planting;' 

/kwAn{ngAt/ ' to be helping , helpful ;' /xAt ' kw ' {ngAt/ ' to be carving . ' 

Intentive suffix / - se?/V - e?rv - s ?/: ~ .g . , /s~kw 'A tttAse?/ ' we 

shall bathe him;' /t •s/ tsAnse?/ 'I shall hit him ; ' /?itAnsAnse?/ 
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' I shall eat .' 

Causative suffix / - txw,,.._ - xwrv - stxwrv - {stxw/ (?) : ~ . g . , /h{y?txw/ 

' to wean , cause to finish ;' /t •s / t Astxw/ ' break it ! hit him! ' 

/xwiyel?qAngistxw/ ' to return something borrowed , repay a l oan . ' 

5 . 2 . 6 Verb reduplication 

As stated earlier , data on reduplicated verb forms are incomplete . 

However , as the examples given below indicate , the general function of 

the reduplicative process , wher e ver bs ar e concerned , would seem to be 

an intensification of the quality or duration of condition , or of the 

act being performed . 

~.g ., /kwAxs{?n~ng/ V intr . ' to scr eam, shout ,' /kWl\kwAxsf ?Mng/ 

'to be screaming , shouting for a long time ;' /kw 'Ant/ V t r . ' to l ook 

at , watch ,' /kw'An?kw 1f nt/ ' to be looking and looking , always watching ; ' 

/1/?nAng/ V intr . ' to hear ,' /lAle?nAng/ ' to hear repeatedly , listen 

for a long time;' /ngetxw/ V Gaus , ' to cause to be given ,' /ngengetxw/ 

~ o cause many gifts to be given , to distr ibute gifts at a pot lat ch ;' 

/s6?si/ V ' to be afr aid , ' /st?sAsi/ ' to be very afraid , terrified , 

cowardly ;' /t 1 t 1.Arn/ V ' to sing ,' /t 'At •e"~ rn/ ' to be a l ways singing . ' 

5 . 3 Minor mor phemes 

Minor mor phemes include artic l es , independent pronominals , and 

particles with agentive and , possibly , predicative or aspect marking 

function . 

5 . 3 . l Articles 

Songish articles may be divided int o definite , indefinite and pro­

nominal sub- classes (see Table III) . Definite and pronominal articles 

may be further differentiated accord i ng to whether they refer t o 

-- - - - - --
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visible, non-visible , or hypothetical subjects . 

Gender seems to be marked for all but hypothetical articles , both 

definite and pronominal , and for indefinite determiners . Gender is here 

dichotomized as feminine - masculine , although the latter actually 

encompasses all categories which are non-feminine , including neuter , 

inanimate , unspecified , and groups of mixed composition . 

TABLE III : SONGISH ARTICLES 

Visible 
Non-visible 
Hypothetical 
Indefinite 

Definite - Indefinite 
Masc . Fern . 

CA S Ii 

kwA ks 11 
t A 

Ch/\ ---.J ch-

Pronominal 
Masc . Fem . 

co? so? 
ko? kso? 

to? 

All articles other than the pronominal series may precede unbound 

noun stems , nominalized stems , or possessive pronominal forms . The 

masculine non-visible definite article /kwA/ seems to denote an action 

or condition in the future when it precedes certain verbs , although 

conclusive evidence is lacking . In addition , this form apparently 

refers to third person pronominal object , 'it ,' after the nominal 

possession indicator /skwe?/, ~-.9. · , /nA skw6? kwr/ ' it is mine ;' 

after some verb forms , !t:,9 ·, /kw~?/\Xt/ V tr . ' to stir , ' /kw/?AxtsAn 

kwA/ 'I am stirring it; ' /qwA16?A!/ V ' to speak , tell from a dis -

tance ,' /qwAll?Al kwA/' to send a message (to speak , tell it from 

far away) ; ' and , in one example, after a nominalized stem, ~-.9. · , 

/skwllAkwAs/ ' one who has been killed , ' /n" skwe'iAkwAs kwA/ ' I 

killed someone (it is my one who has been killed) .' 

The series of pronominal articles combine with emphatic , 

independent pronominal forms , although not unrestrictedly . Only the 
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feminine visible pronominal article occur s with first person singular 

pronominal /?J.sA/ , when it is necessary to specify that first person 

is feminine . Neither second person singular pronominal /nAkwA/ nor 

first person plural /tn{ngA±/ occurs with any pronominal article in 

the data collected so far . The pronominal articles occur invariably 

with third person singular pronoun form /n{t/ , where a personal form , 

that is , ' he , him , she , her, ' is required . In a few instances , the 

article follows /n{±/, but in the majority of examples, the article 

precedes . A pronominal article may precede second person plural 

/nAkw{?liye?/ or third person plural /nAn{?tiye?/ pronominals , although 

these forms occur more frequently with forms of the definite article 

series , in the data at hand . 

5 . 3 . 2 Independent pronominals 

Three classes of independent pronominals may be isolated : empha­

tic , demonstrative , and relative - interrogative . Possessive pronomi ­

nals will be considered under Section 5 , 4 Affixes . 

Emphatic pronominals : The forms elicited seem to serve as both 

subject and object . They are presented in Table IV . It should be 

noted that the collective plural form /mf.kw ' / , when it is not inflected 

for person , may refer to first , second , or third person : ~ .g ., ' all of 

us , all of you , all of them , everyone . ' /mfkw '/ may be preceded by a 

pronominal article . 

In some examples , the impersonal third person singular emphatic 

pronom:ria : /1{t/ occurs initially , without a preceding article , as 

the pro~oun subject of the utterance : ~ .g ., /n{t ?/te? ?A kwA 

schAne, n?xwttA/ 'this is our fishing ground ; ' /n{± kSA nAt~n/ 

'this is my mother . ' 
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TABLE IV : EMPHATIC PRONOMINALS 

Person Singul ar Plural Collective 
Masc . Fem . Plural 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 
Impersonal 
Vi sible 
Non-visible 
Hypothetical 

nf kw 11 

n{t 
co? n{t so? n{t 
ko? n{t kso? n{t 

to? n{t 

/ t ningl\t 

nAkw{?li ye? 

n11 n{?ti ye? 

/ 
m1ikw' ( -ttA) 

mtkw ' ( - sxw) 
/ 

mAkw ' 

Demonstrative Pronominals : Only three forms have been identified : 

proximate masculine and feminine , denoting referents close to the 

speaker , and a single distant form , denoting referents far from the 

speaker or out of sight . 

Proximate masc .: /?At i ?A/ ' this (one) , these (ones) .' 

Proximate fem . : /?11 s{?A/ ' this (one) , these (ones) . ' 

Distant : /ce?A/ ' that (one) , those (ones) . ' 

Relative - Interrogative Pr onominals : The five forms which have 

been isolated seem to serve a dual function , as both relative and 

interrogative pronouns : ~-B· , /sen/ 'who , one who , anyone who ; ' 

/txwsen/ ' whose ; ' /steng/ ' what , which, one which , that which ; ' 

/?AstlngAt/ ' why, what ; ' /?Ax{ n/ 'where . ' 

5 . 3 . 3 Particl es 

Of the four particles discovered , only two have been clearly 

identified as to function . The other forms would appear to serve in 

some predicative or aspect-marking capacity . 

Agentive particles : Both agentive particles /?11 / and /?11tl ' / 

cor respond r oughly to the Engl ish preposition . In many instances , the 

main verb is intransitive and the particle is used to indicate the 



object of the verb 

/?A/ occurs before definite and pronominal articles in every case : 

~ •.9.• , /ko? n{t ?i? s~?sAsi ?A kWA S J\ w.fy?qe/ ' he is afra i d of the men ; ' 

/a:11 ' {ng ?/\ t A ?itxAs/ ' he got out of the canoe ;' 

/tl •e"chfl i ?/\ Cl\ qwb/ ' under the water ;' 

/tl ' ch11l 11ng{stf1ngttfl ?A Cf\ qw;;?/ ' we sank into the water ; ' 

/ ttm?c/\ ngsAn ?/\ Cl\ haps/ ' I used to pick hops ; ' 

/?{t"'n kwAn?t/4'1? co? nil/ ' eat with him;' 

/yt? tl ' /\Ch ' {t,rng ?I\ so? nfr/ ' he sneaked up on her .' 

/?Atl'/ precedes emphatic pronominal forms in every case : 

~ • .9. • , /?o? xwAxw:?elsxw?A 1? ?/\tl' ?J sA/ ' ( you) stay away from me ;' 

/?/r e? ?11 n?/? y11 sowi/? ?Atl ' nAkwf?liye?/ ' did he come with you? ' 

/kw/\n?t/ 1 ?tt/\ ?A tl' nfkwA/ ' we are with you ;' 

/?o? ?Ire? ?/\tl ' tn{ngAr/ ' stay here with us . ' 

Predicat : ve or aspect -marking particles : Two forms /?i?~-i?/ 

and /?o?~-o?/ occur in a great many utterances . The alternant of 

each form occurs after the Inchoative prefix /kwr- / : ~.g. , /kwii? 

t './l Ang/ ' a dying man ; ' /kwto? ?AsxwiyAttA/ ' we are waking up . ' 

The following examples do not exhaust the distributional features of 

these particles but , rather , illustrate the most characteristic 

positions within utterances . It should be noted , as well , that the 

only contrast in position between the two particles is that /?i? ,..,,/ 

apparently does not occur after transitive verbs . 

~.g. , In initial position : 

/?i? OA st1 ·{? kW/\ nA sr/ng 11s CA q/1/\ngs/ 'I will pluck out his 

eyes ; ' 

I /. / I I ?o? m11kw ' ttA ?o? q'Ap kw/I sqw 'A qw 'A nAkWAlttA ' we gathered at 
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our village;' 

~ .g . , After a noun stem : 

/cA qeq ?i? kwt?Atatl\ng/ 'the baby is getting sleepy;' 

/kwA swty?qe ?o? si?~m?/ 'that man is rich ;' 

~ .g . , After an emphatic pronominal : 

/to? n{± ?i? chakwAS ti\ sch/\saqws/ ' he put on his hat ;' 

I ✓ ,I / / ti?/\ ?/\SA ?o? ?e±e?s/\n "I am here .' 

~ .g . , After a transitive verb : 

No examples could be found for /?i?/ 

/t'sAt.Ang±tA ?o? m~kw ' / 'they hit us ;' 

~.g . , Co- occurrence in a single utterance : 
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/CA ni\kw{?liye? ?i? ?o? chA telA/ ' you folks have some money ; ' 

/k'IU\ M m~n ?i? ko? n{± ?o? tl ' !lnAch chiy.AwAn/ 'my father is an 

old dancer . ' 

5 , 4 Affixes 

Affixes include prefixes , suffixes , and at least one infix . Not 

all affixes which have been discovered in the corpus are discussed 

here since, in many cases , the evidence is insufficient to establish 

function , even tentatively . 

Nominalizing affixes are discussed under Section 5 . 1 . 2 Nominalized 

stems . Affixes which combine with unmarked nouns or with nominalized 

stems include a noun plural infix (see Section 5.1 .3 Noun plural forma ­

tion) and a diminutive suffix (Section 5 . 1 . 4) . 

Affixes combining with verb stems include personal pronominal 

suffixes (see Section 5 . 2 . 1 and Table Vin Section 5.4 .4), transitive 

suffixes (Section 5. 2. 2), jntransitive suffixes (Section 5 .2 . 3), a 

reflexive suffix (Section 5 . 2 . 4), and six aspect indicators (Section 
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5 . 2 . 5) . In addition , there ar e three suffixes which have been isolated 

but not yet adequately ident ified . They a r e listed with related forms 

wherever possible . 

5 . 4 . l / - lA/ occurring in the following fo r ms : 

_g • .9. . ' /kwechAt/ V tr . 'to belch , I /kwch~l.A/ ' to cough up , spit up 

bl ood , phlegm ; ' / tfnAkw At/ V tr . ' to shoot , ' /TAnkw 1 f1A/ 'to shoot;' 

/q' xAlA/ ' to dig for clams ;' /qw •{ngAl A/ ' to borrow;' /s,kwAlA/ ' to 

gamble ;' / t• st t/ V tr . ' to break , hit , throw, beat , club , ' /t 1 sf...1A/ 

' to hit ;' /t 'A nkwAlA/ ' to make sparks ;' /?tng.Ast/ V tr . ' to give , ' 

/?{ngAlA/ 'to give away . ' 

5 . 4 . 2 / - s ,-..,, ¢/ occurring in the fol l owing forms : 

g_ • .9. . , /kwtlAs/ ' to hide ; ' /q•tp/ V ' to gather,' /q •p~t.As/ ' to gather;' 

/qw ' {chAt/ V t r . ' to kill,' /qw ' ch~t As/ ' to kill , ' /qw' ch£tATtA/ ' we 

killed (it) ; ' /t ' chAt Ang/ V pass . ' to be stabbed, ' /t ' chf sAs/ ' to 

be poi nted, sharp , thorny . ' 

5 . 4 . 3 / - T/ frequently occurs with the Stative prefix /?A-/ . Only 

a sample of the many forms in which it appears are l i st ed here : 

g_ .g., /chl.Cf,N/ V ' to be burned, ' /chA~T/ ' on fire , burning ; ' 

/m6?kwAt/ ' to be hurt ;' /q 'Aq ' ,?nAT/ ' to be late , s l ow ;' 

'to be under; ' /?AseqAt:/ ' to be outside ; ' /q 1/ p? V ' to gat her, ' 

/?Asq ' e°pAt/ ' to be a l l together, gat hered together ;' /t •sf t/ V tr . 

'to break, etc . , ' /?Ast •tsAt/ ' to be broken .' 

5 . 4 . 4 Pronominal affixes 

There are two series of pronominal affixes : subject pronominals 

and possessive pronominal s . They will be considered separately since 

both sets present difficulties , but there is some evidence that they 



might conceivably be combined into a single structural series . The 

problem centers on the second person plural form in each series . 
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Pronominal subject suffixes : The second person plural pronominal 

subject form /swx- / , the only prefix in the set , occurs only in combina ­

tion with the unidentified morph / -hilA/ 1 and with /?tte?/ V ' to be 

I I / / I here :' ~._g., ?o? m1.kw' sxw ?o? sxwhelA ?AsxwayAt I you folks are awake ;' 

/n{t sxw?e'te?s ?A kwA schAn{,n?xws/ 'this (here) is your fishing 

ground .' In the latter example , the third person possessive pronominal 

suffix / - s/ is affixed also to /?lte?/ and to /schAnl-n?xw/ N ' fishing 

ground .' 

Person 

1st 
2nd 
3rd 

TABLE V: PRONOMINAL SUBJECT AFFIXES 

Singular Plural 

-sAn ,.,__, -An - tt l\ ~ -t A 
- SX W "--' - xw ,.._, -ASXW sxw- ,,.,_, - s xw ,v -xw~ -A SXW 

¢ 0 

All other forms of the pronominal subject series , including the 

other alternants of the second person plural morpheme , occur in suffixal 

position with verbs , forming an inflectional paradigm (see Section 

5 . 2. 1) . 

Possessive pronominals: In the possessive pronomina l series , a 

second person plural form could not be elicited , although Hill Tout 

(1907 : 316- 17) records the suffix / -hilA/ (my transcription) combined 

1 Hill Tou~ (1907 : 315) records two forms for second person 
plural "copulative pronouns : " the suffix / -sxwhelA/ and a 
form which is apparently not an affix /chehelA/ (my tran­
scriptions) . In addition , see the discussion of / -hrflA/ , 
(,:ip . 25-6) . 



with a nominal form which is preceded by the second person plural possess ­

ive pronominal /?11 n? ~ - n? / (my transcription) . However , without cnnsider­

abl y more data , this problem can only be described . 

6 . o The Dictionary Entry 

6 . 1 Alphabetical order 

Entries in the dictionary are arr anged in an or der based upon , and 

paralleling , the English a l phabet , as follows : a , c , C ' ' ch , ch ', 

e , h , i ' k , k I ' kw , kw' , 1 , t , rn ' n, ng , o , P, p '' q, 

q '' qw , qw'' s , sa , SC I' sch , sch ', se , Se • , si , sk , skw , 

skw', sl , st, sm , sn , sng , so , sp , sp '' sq , sq '' sqw , sqw' , 

st , st ' , stl ', SI\, sw , sx, sxw, s? , sh , t , t '' tl ', 
/\ ' w, 

x, xw, y , ?a , ?e , ?e .' ?i ' ?l , ?o , ? A• 

6 . 2 Arrangement of derivatives 

Examples , including inflected forms , of main entries , derivatives 

of main entries , and examples of derivational forms are ar ranged under 

Person 

1st 
2nd 
3rd 

TABLE VI : POSSESSIVE PRONOMINALS 

Singular 

- s 

Plural 

-itA 
( ?) 

main entries , in alphabetical order except where grammatical logic or 

semantic sense dictated otherwise , as for instance , with the arrange­

ment of inflected forms according to person and number, or with forms 
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closely allied in meaning . Moreover , where an example or derivative 

has an initial element different from that of the root , it is listed 

again by that element and cross-referenced . Where related forms con­

tain a root which requires morphophonemic formulation , the main entry 

consists of one of the related forms, rather than the root itself . 

This method of organization necessitates frequent statement of allo­

morphic alternation but , in the absence of a much more complete 

morphological analysis , it provides some modicum of consistency to the 

arrangement of forms within the dictionary. 

6. 3 List of abbreviations and symbols 

Agent . = agentive 

Art . = article 

Gaus . (?)=causative (tentative) 

Cp . = compare 

Def . = definite 

Intensif . = intensifier 

Intent . = intentive 

Interj . = interjection 

Interrog . = interrogative 

intr . = intransitive 
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Dem. = demonstrative 

Dimin . = diminutive 

masc . = masculine (non-feminine) 

Mutat . - mutative 

dist . = distant 

Dur . = durative 

Emph . = emphatic 

Eng . = English 

f . = from 

fem . = feminine 

geog . = geographical 

hyp. = hypothetical 

Inch . = inchoative 

Indef . = indefinite 

N = noun 

N num . = noun numeral 

N prop . = proper noun 

non-vis . = non-visible 

non-volit . - non-volitional 

Num . - nu:neral 

N. W. = Ned Williams 

obj . = object 

Part . = particle 

pass . = passive 



pers . = person 

pl . = plural 

Poss . = possessive 

pref . = prefix 

pron . = pronominal 

prox . 

refl . 

proximate 

reflexive 

Rel . = relative 

sg . = singular 

Stat . = stative 

subj . = subject 

suff . = suffix 

tr . = transitive 

Unidentif . = unidentified 

V = verb 

vis.= visible 

volit. = volitional 

(?)=tentative category 

= form has alternants 

*=example or inflected form 

H = example of * 

Indentation without* or**= derivational form 
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a 

-11,.r Dimin . suff . With some nominal stems indicates offspring of an 
animal or dimi nut ion in size 

*mosmAsa'l,..t- N calf / 
See mosmAs , ' cow' 

girl , little girl See s±-eni - , ' woman ' 

*stiqiwalA+ N 

/ 
*sway?qa lAt- N 

colt See stiqi w, ' horse ' 

- {ye? Unidentif . 

/ ch ,. n?aye? N 
See chAn?-

boy , little boy See swt.y?qe - , ' man ' 

Occurs in : 

June , summer moon : "when good weather is coming" 

C 

bracelet 

/ cestAn N antler , horn 

ce'?kw ... t V tr . to wash 

I washed 

ce?kw/ sAt V refl . to wash oneself 

*ce?kwi s"ts11n I washed myself 

to be washed , laundered (as , clothing) 
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C 

cl?A Dem . pron ., dist . this (one), that (one) , those (ones) . 
Indicates referent is far from speaker or out of sight . 

cox{lAm N prop . mythical Cowichan hero and warrior from qw'Ami?{qAn 
who had twenty wives (Barnett 1955 :21) , In one tale , he is beheaded 
by a runaway slave . 

co? Pron . art . , masc . vis . Referent is visible to speaker . Occurs 
with second pers . pl ., and third pers . sg . and pl ., emphatic pronominal 
forms . 

he , him , it : "the masculine, visible one : 

eat with him 

*co? nAkw{?liye? 
ones" 

you (pl.) , you folks : "you masculine , visible 

*co? nAn{?±-i ye? they, them : "the masculine , visible ones" 

CA Def . art ., masc . , vis . 

(the) my eyes 

/ / 
*cA sway?qe cA qeq the baby boy 

/ / 

*tl 'A kw' C A schAqwo?sA the fire went out 

he remembered (the) his chief 

cAn? Poss . pron . , masc . vis . , second pers . sg . 
?An? ,..._, , ' your' 

your See 

c/ lpAltxw N prop . mythical Cowichan hero who defeated the kte'kwAt 
people when they attacked the Cowichan and Songish, probably at Lake 
Cowichan . The name may mean "he is very powerful . " 

/ CAXwt AnitAng V pass . to be poisoned 

/ cxet V tr . to be stony , covered with pebbles ; to be in a stony 
place , beach . 

c ' 

seven 

seven hundred 



/ 
c ' akwAt V tr . 

I 
c ' am? N bone 

N num . 

C ' 

seven years old 

sevent y 

seventeen 

to lick , suck 

arthritis : "your bones ache " 

to be bony 

to be rotten , wormy , decayed 

/ 
c ' aqw 'Ang V intr . 

/ 
sc ' aqw ' N worm 

to rot , decay 

/. 
c ' a?±Ang V intr . to get, f~el cold 

/ 
c ' ±angAsAt V ref l . 

I 
chAn?c ' a?±Ang N 

to feel cold oneself 

winter : "when it is cold" See chAn? 

chAn?c 1 ±a'ng/\s 11t N autumn , September : "when one is starting to 
feel cold" See chl\n? 

I 
c ' a?rn Ang V intr . to be wet 

it is soaked : "very wet" 

c ' e"ie? N heart 

/ 
c ' eqw 'A t V tr . to stab 

I 
c ' qw ' 1tAng V pass . to be stabbed 

c 1 /w? N 
proximus 

tommy cod (N .W. ) , Hexagrammos stelleri or Microgadus 

nail , spike , tack See -A n 

c ' i?{t V t r . to thank with wealth ; especial l y , to thank a co­
parent- in- law for his gift of food by presenting him with wealth 
(Suttles 1960: 298) 

to feel pity 

c •-tx{?em N term of reference for co-parents- in- law after the death 
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C I 

of one member of the married pair of offspring : "those who weep to­
gether" (Suttles 1960: 299) 

c ~xwAnv('chAn N mid- winter , November : " shining ice on the ground" 

c ',.('m?ch ' iyi N ant 

.I 
c 'AngA± N chest (thorax) 

/ c 'A ng..._t V tr . to bite 

/ 
c ' l\ng,,,.tAng V pass . to be bitten 

I was bitten (by him) 

squirrel , Tamiasciurus .film· C 
1.1\psi yasAn N 

/ 
c 'Aq 'Ang V intr . t o drip , leak from above 

the roof leaks 

safet y pin 

c• Jxc ' .I\X N stinging nettl es , Urtica l ya l li . Boiled nettles were fed 
a woman in labor to ease childbirth ; nets for t r apping birds were made 
of nettle twine (Stern 1934: 14 , 42) . 

c •.,(xw?kwAS N num. twenty Cp . -f-she? 

*c 'Axw?kwAS ?i? kwn,<'c '" twenty-one 

*c 'Axw?kwAS ?i? kwcht sA twenty- two 

c ' xAngAn N spear , pole See -An 

ch 

ch- Unidenti f . pref. Occurs in : 

/ 
chtAngl\xw N farm / 

See t AngAxw, ' earth ' 

ch~kwAs V t o wear, put on 

/ / / *to? n1± ?i? chakwl\S t A schAsaqws he put on his hat 

/ / 
che?- rv chey- Occurs in : 

ch6?chi N maker , worker 

basket-maker 
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ch 
/. 

che? chAt V tr . to fi x , mend, repair 

ch/?i V to make, work , work over , knit 

*che"?is1rn I am working , knitting 

*so? n{r ?i? chef?i ?I\ t /\ m;,h{y? she makes baskets 

*ch/?i t xwfxwA so? n{r they worked over her . Expression refer­
ring to initiation of novice spirit dance who is treated ritually to 
bring out a song (Barnett 1955 : 278- 9) , 

work , labor 

to start to work (after having not worked) 

kwi"chly V Inch . to be beginning to work , to be going to be 
working 

/ ,!(kW/\ kwtchey/\n when I am working, when I am going to be working 
See kwA, ' Article ' 

/ *kwA kwtcheyAsxw when you are working , when you are going to be 
working 

/ cheq ' V to fall , fall down 

/ scheq ' N a fall 

cht?ek ' N kettle , teapot (f . ? : infor mant believes it is a loan word) 

/ 
che?et V tr . to vomit 

to be before (temporal) , first Gp . ChAle'q/\T, ' yesterday ' 

I 
?Atche?l/\ V to be before (temporal) , first 

/ /, *?o? ?Atche?lA ?o? xe?els that was before the Great Spirit . Ex-
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planation for aboriginal mythology which is inconsistent with Christian 
beliefs . 

*ti? ?Atche'?l11 skwe'chAl the first day 

che"• n I ntensi f . ( ?) rea 11 y , very 

*che'. n ?o? kwi-s?tlAxw growing old , becoming very old 

schl, n N Intensif. (?) really, very (that which is really, very) 

/ I 
*sche •n ?o? c ' a?mAng it is soaked : "very wet" 

*sche"• n ?o? t XWAChJq to swell : "become very big" 

useful : "very good" 



ch 

/ - che · nl\xw See items below: 

/ *sche •n/\xw N fish (generic term) 
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ch,rne'. n?xw V 

schAne-n?xw N 
individual Songish 
the family headman 

big run of fish , lots of fish 

to fish , be fishing 

fishing ground . Fishing territories were owned by 
families; stewardship of their use was inherited by 
(Gunther 1927: 263 ; Suttles 1954: 31 ; 1966: 174) . 

*n{t ?/r e??" kwA schAn/-n?xwttA this is our fishing ground 

*n{t sxw?/re?s ?A kw/\ sch"n/-n?xws this is your (pl) fishing 
ground 

ch/. ?" N ego ' s affinal kin , spouse deceased ; reciprocal classifi­
catory term: "kin of my late spouse" 

-ch( Unidentif . suff . Occurs in : 

*kwAnAsch{ take someone 

*kw'11 nl\schi you are looking at me 

to tire , feel tired 

to grow tired, beginning to get tired 

we are getting tired 

h
. I 

C iyAW/\0 N 

chiyAw?(n N 

ch{?i ?qw/\n N 

curer See -iyAw-

one possessing knowledge of magic 

candle , lamp , electric light 

See - iyAw-

chkwe'? V 
deceased) 

to possess , own (in the past) ; to be the owner (former or 
See - kwe"? 

ch±- "-'Ch- Agen. ( ?) pref . Occurs with emphatic pronominal forms 

*ch-t?~s/\ I' the cause 

/ ~?o? chr?/\ SI\ kwA sche'q' s I made him fall : "I, the cause, of his 
fall 

I 
*chrnl\kWA you (sg . ) , the cause 

*chrnfr he , they , the cause 

*"l< chrn{-t kw" n" s che'q ' he made me fall 



ch 

they made me fa l l 

*chtn{ng11r we , the cause 

*chr nAkw{?liye? you (pl . ) , the cause 

-lt-*chtn~kw{?liye? kwA schlq 'i:tA you folks made us fall 

chrq/ n?xw v to starve 
I 

chi"At V tr . to thicken 

ChA- Unidentif . pref . 
form . Occurs in : 

ch11he'111 you (pl.) 

*ye?ASXW kwA ch/\he'l/\ 

Pertains to second person pl ural pronominal 

/ See -helA 

you (pl . ) are going 
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chA "-' ch- Indef . art . Indicates incomplete, indefinite , discontinued , 
or pretended person , object, amount , or action ; may occur in interroga ­
tive utterances or in references to unmarried persons , deceased kin , 
or to unspecified past or future time periods or locations 

*ni-:t 1a't1 ' SA ChA nef? ?A kSA Theresa the oldest one ' s name was 
Theresa (deceased sister of informant) 

*ch" 
/ / "incomplete offspring of female ngAnJ\ S/1 ma?"qw to lay eggs : 

bird 

*chA steni unmarried woman , bride 

*cM S/\le'?etl ' to be somewhere near a place See 1e'? , ' distant ' 

/ *chA sway?qe unmarried man , groom 

*chA telA some money 

*?o? Chi\ ?e?l,.ng ?A kwA lttl ' n11 shtyAt does my older brother 
have a house? 

*so? n{± ?i? ?ex11ng kst. nA chch 1/?mAqw she pretended to be my 
great-grandmother 

*n{± ks/I nti ten chkwe? che?i ?11 tA m11h{y? my mother (deceased) 
made the baskets (which she no longer owns) 

/ / / / *?awAnA sen chtl'1? ko? nit no one likes him 

*xwAw?e? SA cht/ni unmarried man 

*xw11 w?e? SA chwa'y?qe unmarried woman 



ch 

ChAchkw' e?i; V to hiccup , have the hiccups 

chAcht..<nAxw N owl , Strigiformes . Owls were never killed because of 
their mythological associations with the dead ; owl spirit gave special 
healing powers to curers (Barnett 1955 : 63, 150; Gunther 1927 :296 ; 
Stern 1934 :81) . 

ChAChtinAXWl\ n N pl . owls 

I chAlel V to be almost , nearly 

*chAldl ?i? hiy? almost finished 

*chAlil ?i? qJs nearly drowned 
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to be just , just about : "to begin to be almost" 

just finishing 

I tXWI\ChAlel V Mutat . to be almost , nearly , at the point of change 

*txwAchAle'l ?i? t •t1,rng he is nearly dead now : "at the point 
of death" 

I 
chAlenAng V intr . to be a true story ; history of ancestors Cp . 

I chAleqA±, 'yesterday' 

I SCh/\lenAng N time , year , custom , tradition 

I 
chAleq,d: V 
'history' 

/ ChAlot V tr . 

I 
Ch/\ l/1.qw V 

seven years old 

to be yesterday / / Cp . che?lA , 'before'; ChAlenAng , 

to roll , roll over 

to be up 

- chAt Unidentif . suff . Occurs in : 

xwchAS/1.tChA± V wake me up ! / See xwchAt, ' waken' 

chfml\X N pitch , resin . Used as chewing gum , and for illumination 
and starting fires during ceremonials (Barnett 1955: 137; Stern 1934: 
53) . 

/ shchAning ,rt N 

to be planting , sowing 

I am planting carrots 

seed , garden 



ch 

chJ nAs N tooth 

chAchinAs N pl . teeth 

chAn?- Unident if. pref ., occur s with elements referring to seasons 
and onset of seasonal changes 

/ *chAn?aye? N June , summer moon : "when good weather is coming" 

/ *chAn?c •a?tAng N winter : "when it is cold" 

*chAn?c 'ta'ngASA.t N autumn , September : "when one is starting to 
feel cold" 

/ 
*chAn?sAqe? N 

salmon run of the 
Ju l y (Cl emens and 

July : " sockeye moon ." The first large sockeye 
season, thr ough Songish territory , is usually in 
Wi l by 1949 :81 ,88) . 

/ *chAn?t ' eqe N August : " sa l al berry moon" 

/ 
ch,mge±ch N oak tree , Quercus garryana Cp . si?cht ngA±, ' Oak Bay ' 

/ 
chAq V to be big , large 

*cM'q skwechAl Easter : "big day" 

/ 
*chAq t/1. st ' echAng low tide : "big tide" 

/ / ? *chAq sway . qe big man , headman 

/ chAqsat V tr . volit . to enlarge , make bigger 

/ t xwAChAq V Mutat . t o become big , large ; to flood ; to become 
swol l en 

/ chAqw V to be burned , get burned 

/ 
*chAqwsAn I got burned 

/ 
*chAqwsxw you (sg . ) were burned 

/ 
chAqwo?sA V to make , light a fire 

*ch.,(qwo?sA to? n(~ he lit the fire 

See -o?sA 

*t/\ Mkwi?liye? ?i? chf qwo?sASXW will you folks light the fire? 

/ 
S Ch.A.QWO? SA N fire , flames 

on fire , burning 

*cMqwAr CA shi?shAch ' forest fire 
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I kwtch Aqw,\t V Inch . to catch on fire , begin to burn 

their house is catching on fi r e 

/ ch AlChAqw V to burn , set on fire 

I bur ned it 

- chAS Unidentif . suff. Occurs in forms pertaining to hands : 

I *qw' xwa?lo?chAS N fingernail 

I 
*s,.. n?tl ' a?lo?chAs N thumb 

*shiytlAmchAs N ring 

*shxwAw?£1?chAs N trick , trick done with the nands , sleight 
of hand 

/ 
*chAsel" qAngsA n 

/. *chAselAqAngsxw 

/ 
chASA N num . two 

I 
chAsche?sA N num . 

I ChAShA N abdomen 

to follow 

I am following 

you are following 

two at a time 

twelve 

* x/ ±Ai t An? ch}shA 
pain 

abdominal or stomach cramps ; deep abdominal 

Expression of assent 

chx:- Occurs in : 

I chlv\ t V tr . 

I 
chx11 ?1o?S11 V 

to chop , split 

to chop wood 

I 
chxwetsA V to spit 

/ 
ch ' ec ' ,._,, ch'" c ' - V to sew 

See -o?s A 

ch ' 

I See ?ay? , ' good ' 
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ch ' 

,, 
ch'ec '"' n N sewing needle 

/ 
ch'ec 'l\t V tr . to sew , mend , repair by sewing 

I' ch'" c ' 1n9At V Dur . to be sewing 

*ch'" c' {ng,\t 1e'?s"n I was sewing there 

/ ch ' epAt V tr . to squeeze 

ch ' {c' At V tr . to char , turn to charcoal ; to blacken with charcoal ; 
black face paint : "it blackens . " Paint made from charred devil ' s club 
stalks and cold - cream is applied to faces and bodies of dancers be­
longing to the Black Face secret society (Stern 1934:61 , 87) . 

ch ' {yA? N Steller ' s jay , Cyanocitta stelleri 

ch ' kwf xt V tr . to fry 

/ ch 'A kwx1ngAr V Dur . to be frying 

claw, finger nail ch ' shlls" s N 

ch ' t/t V tr . to pack , pack up possessions ; to move camp 

I ch ' t1kwASAng V intr . to pack 

/ 
ch 111 ch ' ay?/\ tl' V to be short 

/ Cp . tl 1/\ tl ' ay?Ach ' , ' short ' 

I I *ch 'Ach ' ay?11tl 1 tqel ch' February : "short moon" 

tree bark 

I 
ch 'A l?ch 'A l Am? N childbirth , labor pains . During childbirth , the 
mother is secluded in a hut or behind a blanket par tition in the house . 
She is assisted by a female ritualist who gives her medications to 
ease contractions (Barnett 1955 :128 ; Gunther 1927 :233 ; Stern 1934: 14) . 

to be loose , loosened 

/ ch 'A l?we?sAng V intr . December : "taking up the canoes" 

/ 
ch 'A me?Al? V to be thin 

ch ' A ms.iyisA n N jaw , jaws 

I ch 'A ?m11qw N ego ' s kin, third ascending or descending generation ; 
classificatory great - grandparent , great-grandchild 

/ 

chch 'A ?m"qw See chA~ch-, 'Indefinite article ' Occurs in : 

I I I *so? nir ?i? ?ex Ang ks,- nA chch 'A ?mAqw she pretended to be my 
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great-grandmother 

/ 
ch '" m?ch '" m?1qw N pl . 

ch ' 

all great-grandparents , great -grandchildren 

ch ':?sq ... n N eagle , Accipitridae . See -q" n; Cp . kw/ngASI\ S, ' eagle ' 
(N . W. ) . Eagles were killed for food ; the feathers decorated spirit 
dancers ' costumes; the harpooner of a seal - hunting crew sprinkled eagle 
down on his head before a hunt ; down was also sprinkled on the water 
where a killer whale had been seen to propitiate its spirit (Barnett 
1955 :93, 104; Gunther 1927 :205 ; Stern 1934:65) . 

e 

-e' lng..1xw Unidenti f . May indicate animateness Occurs in : 

I' 

sq.delngAxw N tree 

stelngAxw N medicine , supernatural healing power 

to be a person , people , to be human 

/ / *?ay? ?AttelngAXW saint : "to be a good person : 

/. / 
*?o? n" skwe? OIi ?t.ttelng,...xw my own people 

s? " tte"lng1ixw N 
person or animal 

body , soul , spirit ; animate or living part of a 

/ ?Axwelng.Axv1 V Stat . to be an Indian person 
( 

suff . Refers number of people in Cp . - ell\ Num . to a one group 
- el , below, next main entry 

*±-ixwe"l/1 N of three , three at a time / ' three ' group See t-1 xw, 

/ 
of four , four at a 

/ 
*ngAsel/\ N group time See ng11 s , 

- tlA Suff . occurring with items referring to containers 
/ 

*sch 11il?elA N 

/ 
*schlAmel11 N 

/ *shl/\qw?elA N 

I 
*shmAkw' elA N 

* shxwime' 1/\ N 

abdomen 

bottle : "rum container" I See lem , ' rum ' 

pocket 

grave I See mekw' , ' go to a funeral ' 

store , shop 

' four ' 
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hakwAt Unidentif . V t r. Occurs in : 

whooping cough 

h£ps N hops (f . Eng . ) Many Br itish Columbia Salish Indians are 
seasonally employed as migrant hop pickers in the United States (Duff 
1964: 86-7) 

/ 
haqw N smell , odor 

/ 
ha?aqw N bad , strong smell 

r-eall y bad smell 

/ haqwnAxw V tr . non-volit . to smell 

/ 
haqwAt V tr . to smell , sniff 

to finish , complete, stop 

/ I / 
*hay? ksA kw.ArlA XWS CA stl ' 1tl 'Atl ' qA-l- menopause : " it is finished , 

her having children . " 

just finishing 

/ *hay?sxw q 'A thank you 

/ 
hay?nAxw V tr . non- volit . to finish , stop 

h{y?tAng V pass . to be discharged 

I was dischar ged from school 

h£y?t xw V Caus . (?) to cause to finish , stop 

/ I 
*hay?txw ?A CA sqAm"? to wean : "to cause to finish with milk" 

/ 
hay?Al? V ,,to be in a superlative state or condition 
*hty?Al? sxe?es to be the worst 

to be the best 

kwth,y? V Inch . 
the end 

to begin to finish , to be going to stop , nearing 

/ 
kwthay?nAxw V tr . non-volit . Inch . 

ending 

/ *kwthay?nAxws~n 

/ 
ha?ay? V to be a l one 

I am finishing it 

t o be finishing , stopping , 
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-helA 
form 

Unidentif . Pertains to second person plural pronominal 
See pp . 25 n., 26 . Combines with chA - and sxw- ,.,_,, : 

you (pl . ) , you folks 

you (pl . ) are going 

*sxwhelA you (pl . ) , you folks 

H-?o? mfkw' sxw ?o? sxwhelA ?Asxwa'y1\t you (pl . ) are awake 
/ 

hes/\ ng V intr . to sneeze 
/ 

hewAt ' N rat , Rattus rattus 
/ 

hew?A V to be absent , to leave 

*hew?A kS/\ steni nA ng / nA my daughter is absent 

we are leaving 

*ye7ttA hew?/\ we are leaving 
/ 

he?c"ng V intr . to breathe 
/. 

he?ech V to be the younger , youngest . Refers to siblings 
/ / 

*he?ech sway?qe nl\ 
/. 

s11?e?chAn my younger brother 

h{?ekw' V to remember 

/ 

/, 

Cp . se?ekw ', 'remember ' 

he •?" Interj . (?) yes 

hiya'sAng V intr . to play , to play childishly Cp . siyisAng , ' play ' 

*hiya'sAng t A stl ' {tl '11 tl ' qAt the children are playing 

hAl{ V to be alive , living 

to come back to life 

hAmo N dove , Columbidae 

h/ m"n N hammer (fr . Eng . ) 

MmAn N pink , humpback salmon (N . W. ) , Oncorhynchus gorbuscha . Pink 
salmon were taken with spears and lines from August to October (Gunther 
1927 : 198) . 
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/ - 1ng,,..± Dur . suff. Indicates action of considerable duration 

/ *chAn1n9A± to be planting 

/ *ch 'Ac'1n9A± to be sewing / Seech'ec ' rv, ' sew' 

*kwAn1ngA± to be helping , helpful 

/ * xAt'kw'1ngA± to be carving /. See xt'ekw' , 'carve ' 

- iyAw- Occurs in 

*chiyAwM N curer ; person possessing special supernatural power 
for healing derived from owl or ghost spirit helper (Barnett 1955 :150) ; 
general term for anyone who possessed spirit power 

**tl ' alnAch chiyAWAn 
his initiation year 

old dancer ; spirit dancer who has completed 

*siyAwM N song given to a person by his spirit helper as a token 
of aid promised ; song caused illness in its owner until it was sung ; 
was an imitation of the sounds of the spirit who bestowed it upon the 
dancer . The song could be inherited by its owner 1 s descendants 
(Barnett 1955: 143; Suttles 1960:299) . 

*chiyAw?in? N one possessing knowledge of magic incantations , 
herbs , and rituals . Not a shaman but a ritualist who carried a deer 
hoof rattle as a symbol of his profession (Barnett 1955 : 128-9; 
Suttles 1954:34) . 

-H-chiyAw?in? s±tni female ritualist who used her knowledge of 
magic at numerous life crises ceremonies , especially during child­
birth . She prepared herbs and recited the proper words to ease con­
tractions ; she understood the "language" of an infant and could 
provide correct magic to ensure the newborn ' s survival (Barnet t 
1955 :128-9 , 131 ; Stern 1934: 14 ; Suttles 1954:35) . 

*siyAw?{n? N magic ; secret knowledge of magical words, gestures , 
herbs , rituals , and objects, acquired initially in dreams . Magic was 
required at all life crises ceremonies , including spirit dancer ' s 
initiation , to ensure health and success ; could be used , as well , to 
cause death , gain revenge , or acquire a lover . Magic could be in­
herited , purchased, sold , or transferred to another by teaching 
(Barnett 1955 : 128- 9 , 145 ; Stern 1934 :83- 5 ; Suttles 1954:34) 

- {?ws Unidentif . suff . Occurs in: 

*sc'kwa?{?ws N left, left hand , side 

*si?a?l/\mi?ws N right , right hand , side 
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k{smAS N prop. Christmas (f . Eng . ) 

kte'kwAt N prop . North People ; enemies of the Cowichan and Songish ; 
possibly Clayoquot , a Nootka group from the Lake Cowichan area . 

koksila N (geog. ter m) Duncan ; an aboriginal Cowichan village near 
Duncan (Barnett 1955:21) 

/ kokwechAlAS V to be tomorrow 

ko? Pron . art . , masc . , non-vis . Referent is not visible to speaker . 
Occurs with second pers . pl ., and third pers . sg . and pl . , emphatic 
pronominal forms 

*ko? nfr he , him , it : "the masculine , non-visible one" 

-!H(-ko? n{t ?i? xwch.,(t Ang he woke up 

/ *mt- ko? it (occurs rarely) 

it is mine 

*ko? nAkwi?liye? you (pl. ) , you folks : "you mascul ine, non-visible 
ones" 

**t ' sAtAng mt\kw ' ko? Mkw{?liye? they hit all of you 

*ko? n,,.ni?tiye? they , them : "the masculine , non-visible ones" 

kso? Pron . art . , fem . , non-vis . Referent is not visible to speaker . 
Occurs with emphatic pronominal forms when it is necessary to specify 
that the referent is feminine . 

*kso? n{l she , her : "the feminine , non-visible one " 
/. / 

*kso? mAkw ' steng everyone : "all the feminine , non-visible ones " 

ksA Def . art . , fem ., non-vis . 

*kSA nA qeq my (female) baby 

*kSA M t,fo my mother 

~Sh st-eni shxw£?qw ' a?s his/her sister 

ksAn? Poss . pron . , fem . , non-vis ., second pers . sg . 
?M? ,..., , 'your ' 

*ksAn? t6n your mother 

I kApo N coat (f . Chinook?) 

your See 
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kw 

,, 
skwesAng N suitor , prospective bridegroom: " one who waits . " 

Marriage negotiations involved a long vigil by the young man at the 
girl ' s home , He was rudely treated by her family and forced to sit by 
the door , without food or comfort , for several days , while male 
members of his family made speeches in his behalf (Barnett 1955 : 
184-5 ; Gunther 1927 : 243; Suttles 1960 :297) . 

? I\Skwe's"ng V Stat . 
kwAsat V tr . volit . 

to be waiting; to propose marriage 
to wait 

*rv- kw/sat wait for me! 

/ / 
- kwe? ~ - kwey- Occurs in : 

/ 
chkwe? V to possess as inheritance , own in the past ; to be the 

owner (deceased or former) See ch/\,_..,, 'Indefinite article' 

/ / 
*chkwe? ?Atl ' sqwel? gossip . Scandals about other families 

were part of the private knowledge , or "advice," which an upper class 
family owned and inherited (Suttles 1966 : 172-3) . 

*n{-t ksA TV\ te'n chkw/? ?I\ ti\ mAhty? 
the baskets (which she no longer owns) 

my mother (deceased) made 

skwe'? N possession , belongings ; that which is owned 

I /. 
*n1-l- n" skwe? 

/ *?An? skwe? 

it is mine 

my house 

it is yours (sg . ) 

/ / / 
*skwe?s to? ni-l- t,,... sche -nAxw his fish 

our house 

/ skweyAs N slave . Slaves were taken as prisoners of war and could 
be sold by their masters (Barnett 1955 :249) 

to move , shake , stir 

*kwf?.,..x tA sqw ' £ngi? 

kwt?AX SAt V refl . 

to shake your head 

to move oneself 

/ kwe?l\xt V tr . to move , shake , stir 

I am stirring it 

/ kwe?I\XJ'\ng V intr . to move , shake 

/ / *kwe?AX/\ng cAn? tl'es defecate , move bowels 



kw 

/ / 

*kwe?--\XAng tA t AngAxw earthquake : "the earth moves" 

kw{n?tAl V to fight 

*kw{n?tAl ?A Cl'\ sxe'lAX fight a war 

kw{?wAn?tAl V to fight with each other 

we always fight with each other 

kw{t ' shAn 
Were taken 
from April 

N chinook , spring salmon , Oncorhynchus tshawytscha . 
by trolling or gill -netting , or with spears or traps , 
through Ju l y (Gunther 1927 : 198 ; Stern 1934: 43) . 

kwt- Inch . pref . Indicates action which is beginning or incipient . 
May be combined with nominalized forms , with particles /?i? ;-v / or 
/?o? rv/ fol l owed by a verb form , or , more commonly , with the verb 
itself . 

* kwtchAqwA-t to catch on fire , start to burn See chAqw, ' burned ' 

. / 
*kwt1? t 'AlAng a dying man : "he is beginning to die" 

/ 
*kwtkw ' e?lAs spring : " it is beginning to get warm" 

/ *kwto? ?AsxwayAtt/\ 
' waking up ' 

we are starting to wake up 
/ 

See xwe r--./, 

/ *kwtsqs1kwAs to begin to drown : "to be starting to be a drowned 
/ 

person" See qAs , ' drown ' 

*kwtt ' ~l/\m 

/ kwtayshAn N 

to start singing 

shoes See -shAn 
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kwt~? N blue camas , bulb of blue camas , Camassia guamash . Camas 
bulbs were gathered from April to June , when the blue flo.-er of the 
edible variety could be distinguished from the white - flowered death 
camas . Choice camas beds were family- owned . Bulbs were dug with 
sticks by women and steamed, for two or three days , i n pits lined with 
hot rocks . Cooked bulbs were stored whole in wicker baskets or kneaded 
into meal (Bar nett 1955 : 251 ; Gunther 1927 :210 ; Stern 1934:42- 3 ; 
Suttles 1960:300) . 

kwt{?Al? N blue camas flower 

kwtis V to be a long time ago , in the past 

*?o? kwti s expression used frequently in introducing stories , 
myths . Comparable to "once upon a time , " 

*?o? kwti s xAcht(s he knew long ago 



/ kwh sAi- V 

kw 

to be a long time ago 
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kwA Def . art . , masc . non-vi s . Referent is not visible to the speaker . 
Appears to denote action or condition in the future , pr eceding some ver b 
forms . After nominal possession indicator /skwe?/ , as well as after 
cer tain verb forms and a nominalized stem , this article refers to 
third person pronominal object , ' it ' . 

*kwA M m~n my father 

/ *kwA sway?qe the man 

*kwA kwtcheyAn when I am wor king , when I am going to be working 

*kWA qw 'eyM if I die 

/ *kwA kwtqw ' eyAn when I am going to die , when I am dead 

/ 
*nA skwe? kwA it is mine 

/ *kwe?AxtsAn kwA I am stirring it 

I killed someone , I ki lled it 

kwAn? Poss . pron . , masc . , non-vis . , second pers . sg . 
? /\fl? ,-../ , ' your ' 

your See 

kwAcangAtl ' che? N shark (N . W. ) , Cetorhinus maximus or Hexanchus 
qriseus . Sharks were not eaten (Barnett 1955:63) . 

-kwl\che Unidentif . Occurs in : 

/ 
xwekwAche we are waking up 

kw~chil? V to be morning , in the morning 

/ kwAch1l?ngAn N breakfast , morning meal 

kwAchA!llin N deer - hoof rattle . Rattles of deer hooves were carried 
by ritualists and were attached to the staff which a spirit dancer 
carried . A band of deer hooves worn about the dancer ' s knees or ankles 
signified he was animated by a warrior spirit (Barnett 1955 : 129 , 276 ; 
Stern 1934:61 -2 , 65) . 

/ 
kwAlAng V intr . to fly 

/. kwAl?At V tr . to pour out 

kwAm?xwshAn N ankle See - shAn 

Occurs in : 
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kw 

to hold , fasten Cp . kwJn/\t ' hold' (this entry) 

button: " fastener " 

/ 
kwAMS V to take , hold 

/ 
kwAnAschi V (?) take someone 

kwAnAt V tr . to hold , take, find 

See - chi 

kw/nAxw V tr . non-volit . 
searching) 

to have , get , acquire ; to find (without 

I I I 
*hay? ksA kwAMxws CA stl ' 1tl 'l\tl'q~t menopause : "it is finished , 

her having children" 

* kwAnAxwtt/\ we got (it) 

we can ' t find it 

/ 
skwAnAXw N acquisition , discovery ; that which is found 

/ / / 
*skw'e kwA n/\ skwAnAxw kWA shmenesh I can't find a cigarette 

kwAn6ng/\s V to give help ; give material assistance; to lend blankets 
and other wealth to men who needed them for distribution at life crises 
ceremonials , in anticipation of the return of the loan with additional 
blankets for one ' s own distribution (Barnett 1955 : 258) ; supernatural 
help in the form of spirit power 

kwAn~ngAschi V (?) help me! save me ! See - chi 

kwAnengASAnse? V Intent . I shall help you 

/ kwAnengAt V tr . 

✓ kwl\nengA t /\l? V 

*kwAnengAt /\l ?xw 

to help , save , rescue 

I am helping you 

we helped them 

to be helpful See -.Al? 

help us: "you are being helpful" 

to be helped 

I got helped 

I' kwAn1ngAT V Dur . to be helping ; to be a helper , an attendant . A 
new dancer is "helped" by two young relatives who brush evil spirits 
from his hair and costume and prevent him from injuring himself while 
he is possessed by spirit power 



/ kwAnAng V intr . to help , save 

to be running 

/ kwAnsat V tr . volit . to start 

*kwAnsatsAn q'aWAt I started beating the drum 

*kwAnsat t ' elAm they started singing 

to be with , beside 

/ / / *?1±AnsAnse? kwAn?tAl? ?A so? nii" I shall eat with her 
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*CA nAkwA ?i? ?e'te?Asxw kwAn?tAl?sxw you (sg . ) are here beside me 

*kwAn?tAl?ttA ?Atl ' ni kwA. we are with you (sg . ) 

kwAsh/(n?tAl? V to be together , to be two at a time 

they danced two at a time 

/ 
kWA i"lg/\SJ\.S t-.1 eagle (N . w. ) , Accipitridae . 

/ 
Cp . ch 'A?sql\n , 'eagle ' 

/ 
kwAqw ' Unidentif . Occurs in : 

,, / 
kwl\ qw ' ?A CA sta?lo? downriver 

kWASeChAng V intr . to leave 

kwAskwa'w V to fall , fall down , stumble ; to knock down (f . Cowichan) 

/ kwAt Ang Unidentif . v. pass . Occurs in : 

M ShAITlA l kw~tAng clothesline 

kwAt ' shAn V to hail 

/ kwAxs1?nMg V intr . to scream , shout 

kwAkwAxsi?nAng V intr . to be screaming , shouting , for a long time 

kw' 

kw ' alAwAs N co- parents - in- law; in- laws of a married couple . Expresses 
an important relationship characterized by exchanges of wea l th and food 
during marriage preparations for the young couple . The exchanges might 
continue indefinitely , with a co- parent- in-law who had a surplus of some 
food taking it to his counterpart in an area of scarcity and receiving 
wealth in return . Later , the recipients of food might become donors , 
exchanging their surplus for wealth (Suttles 1960:298- 301) . 



kw ' 

- kw ' ast Occurs in : 

?Akw ' ast V tr . Stat . to be l earning 

?AkWaStAng V pass . Stat . to be shown 

to somersault 

kw'ekw ' i? V to be hungry , to fast 

skw' e'kw' i? N pregnant woman : "one who fasts . " During pregnancy , 
a woman was required to abstain from many foods and observe a variety 
of other taboos and ritual prescriptions (Barnett 1955: 128; Gunther 
1927 : 233) . 

?Askw'ekw ' i? V Stat . to be pregnant , in a condition of pregnancy 

- kw ' e- Occurs in : 

*skw ' es N sweat 

*?AkW ' etAng V pass . to be given a sweat bath: "to be sweated . " 
Sweating was relatively uncommon on Vancouver Island and was r esorted 
to only for mild i l lness or pa i n (Bar nett 1955: 39 ; Gunther 1927 :305) . 

kw ' et 'An? N mouse , Mus musculus or Reithrodontomys ~ -

kw ' t?en N mosquito 

kw'e?lAS V to be hot , warm 

sunshine : "hot sun" *kwe?lAS sqwAqw..<"1? 

kwtkw ' e?lAS V Inch . spring: " it is beginning t o get warm" 

kw ' ic ' V to be cleaned (as , fish , fowl , game) 

kw 'iC'At V tr . to clean fish , fowl , game 

kw ' ik 1 6yAkw V many to fish with hooks See k ' 6yAkw, ' fish wit h a hook ' 

kw ' ikwaw,d· N fishing canoe 

kw ' in Rel . - Interrog . Pron. how many 

how many people live there? 

/ / / *kw1 1n kwAn? sqAchA sche •nAxw how many fish did you catch? 

kw ' SACh N 

to take many steps(?) 

trout , Salmo .§.QQ• 

/ 
See shtAng , 'walk ' 



kw ' 

kw ' s~t V tr . 

*kw' sl ts J\n 

*kw ' s,..(tsxw 

to count (objects) , count over 

I am counting (them) 

you should count (it) over 

/ kw ' sAng V intr . to count 

*CA n/kwA ?aWASXW you (sg . ) can ' t count 

kw',,( m?kw 'Am? V to be brave , strong ; to have supernatural power 
yie l ding courage , strength 

kw 'A n- Occur s in : 

kw',.; nstxw V Gaus . ( ?) to show: "to cause to look" 

kw 't;nt V tr . to watch , gaze at , observe 

*kw 'Jntsxw you are watching (me) 

kw'A n?kw 'A nt V tr . 
time 

*kw ',.( n?kw'Ants/\ n 

to be looking and looking , watching all the 

I was looking and looking 

kw '/nd V to be looking 

*?e-te? kw 'Jn"t he is looking 

*m,(kw ' ?o? kw ',,( n/\-t they are looking 

kw '/ n/\S V to look at , stare 

S2 

kw 'AnAschi V (?) 

- kw '" nl sAng V intr . 

you are l ooking at me , staring at me See -chi 

to look into , look out of , look through 

/ shkw'I\ nASAng N mirror , window 

kw 'Anl\t V tr . to see , look 

*kw 'fnAt to? nAnf?tiye? he sees them 

*kw 'An/\tttA tA spe?es we saw the bear 

kw 'l nAXW V tr . non-volit . to see , notice 

*kw 'A nAXWASXW did you see (it)? 

*kw 'A nAxwttA we saw (them) 

kw,.(n? V to care for , take care of 



kw 'An?skw '.,(n? V 

kw' 

take care of your garden 

to protect, car e for all the time 

*?fy? kw 'A n?skw 1t n?sxw take good care (of me) 

kw 'A n?skw 'An?s~t V tr . volit . to respect 

kw 1/ n?sAt V refl . to be careful , to take care of oneself 

/ kw 'An?tAng V pass . to be cared for , taken care of , protected 
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*to? ni+ ?i? kw 'An?t,,Cngs~n 
by him" 

he takes care of me : "I am cared for 

/ kw 'AngAt V tr . to bring up , raise 

you raise your chi l dren 

/ 
kw 'AstAng V pass . t o be given advice , to receive private knowledge 

*kw'AstAng so? n{± she was given advice 

skw'k N advice , private knowledge , history . Consisted of 
genealogies demonstrating fami l y greatness , gossip which revealed 
the inferiority of other families , knowl edge of pr actical and super­
natural matters , family names , and instruction in proper behavior . 
Only upper class families possessed advice , lower c l ass families were 
said to have lost theirs . Advice was passed from grandparent to 
grandchild and was occasionally stolen by lower class people (Barnett 
1955 :142-3 ; Suttles 1966 : 172-3) . 

/ kw ' sAnAq V to give advice 

/ kw 'A xw/\l ?m/\xw N ashes See -mAXw 

1 

/ la l a?A±p N alder tree , Alnus .§.212 • Wood was used for smoking fish , 
because of its pleasant odor , and for making arrow points and wooden 
dishes . Inner bark was eaten with oil or soaked in water and drunk 
to purify the blood . Buds were chewed by curers and rubbed into sores 
and wounds . Wood was considered supernaturally strong and a father 
might place the umbilical cord of his newborn son in an alder tree t o 
make the child strong (Bar nett 1955 : 63; Gunther 1927 : 207 , 303-05 ; 
Stern 1934: 14) . 

la'tl I V to be the elder , eldest ; refers to siblings 



1 

pl ate 

/ / *tl ' eqt l a?s/\n tray: "l ong plate" 

/ / 
xxwstl 'Ach la?sAn bowl 

/ - lee- Unidentif . Occurs in : 

container , thing , which is full 

?Aslec~t V Stat . to be crowded , full ; to be a crowd 

/ 
lelot N 

1e'm N 

train, railroad (f . Eng . ) 

rum, whiskey , liquor (f . Eng . } 

shll\ mel/\ N bottle : "rum container" 

let ' V to clean 

See -ell\ 

l~? V to be distant (in space or time) , to be behind 

I was sewing there , I was sewing then 
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*tA Mkwi?liye? ?i? le?Asxw ?A t A sil(yotxw you folks were behind 
the tent 

to be in that place , to be there 

*le'?ACA ?e?lAng in that house 

*le?ecA le?Al? over ther e 

le?etolA V to be out of sight , over there (beyond sight) 

/ / *le?etolA kWA nA snAXW/\T my car is over there 

*to? n{i ?i? le?et61A he is out of sight 

le?etl ' V 

S,\le?etl I V 
from speaker) 

to live , reside , in that place ; be there (near speaker) 

to live , reside , in that place ; be there (distant 

/ *chA sAle?etl ' to live , reside somewhere near a place (distant 
from speaker); to be somewhere near there (distant from speaker) See 
chA-........,, ' Indefinite article ' 

to live , reside far away ; to be far , far away , at a distance 



/ qw/\le?/\1 V 

/ shxwl\le?e? N 

1 

you (sg . ) live far away 

away from the water 

to speak , te l l from a distance 
/ 

See qwel? , ' speak ' 

to send a message : "to tell it from far away" 

location , territory, home 

/ 
le?nAng V intr . to hear 

/ 11\le?nAng V i ntr . to l isten for a long time ; hear repeatedly 

/ * 11\ le?nAngttA we have been hearing , listening 

/ lAlAngsat V tr . volit . to hear , listen to , pay attention to , 
eavesdrop 

*lAlAngsats/\n '&\ tA nl\kw{?llye? I am listening to you folks 

/ * 11\ 1/\ng sa tttl\ we are paying attention (to you) 

s/\le'n N hear ing 

/ / *?awl\ kW/\ ch,'\ Sl\l ens he can ' t hear : " it is not his hearing" 

V intr . Stat . to be hearing , listeni ng 

I s?l\le?nAng N hearing , listening 
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I can' t hear you : " it i s not my hearing" 

?,\le'?nAxw V tr . non-vo l it . Stat . 
unintentional! y) 

/ 
*?Ale?nAxwsAn I heard you 

*?Ale'?nAXwttA we over heard you 

to be hearing, overhearing 

,I 
s?111e?nN<w N hearing , overhearing 

I can ' t hear anything 

to be all right , satisfactory 

1{11\? N salmonberry , Rubus spectabilis . Both berries and sprouts 
were gathered during the summer (Gunther 1927 : 197 ; Stern 1934: 46) . 

bag , sack (f . Chinook?) 

- / N llya .m devil (f . Chinook?) 



1 

li •mJ\s V Apri 1 : "wild geese are flying " 

- lo? ,-...,-Alo? Unidentif . suff . Occurs in : 

?o? yislo? nl\ str i? 

- 1/\ Unidentif·. V suff . 

they picked hops 

I a l ways liked you 

Occurs in : 

*kwch,(i,., 
' bel ch ' 

to cough up , spit up blood , phlegm , bile 

*1-,rnkw ',..( L-. to shoot 

/ *qw ' 1n9AlA to gamble 

to make sparks 

l " k" li N key ( f. Chinook?) 

XWl\kl\l {t V to lock 

ll\ kl\w{n N cross , crucifix ( f. Chinook) 

I 
1 1\ kWAX N ribs 

/ 
l ~kw ' angAn N prop . the Songish people . Aboriginally , an ethnic 
division of Straits Salish speaker s who occupied several vi l lages 
between Parry Bay and Cordova Bay , on the south- eastern tip of 
Vancouver Island (Duff 1964: 28) . 

l "m" to'l N sheep (f . Chinook?) 

sheep wool See -qAn 

11\ng?sat V tr . volit , to obey 

l Apit N big dipper (constell ation) (f . Ch i nook?) 

l Ap/\l it N pr iest , Roman Catholic missionary (f . Chinook) 

nun : "woman priest" 

tab l e (f . Chinook?) 

wild goose (N . W. ) , Anserinae 
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t 

-t Unidentif . V suff . 
occurs in : 

May co-occur with Stative prefix /?A-/ ; 

*kw 'An,d 

*me?kwAt 

*qp ' eyet 

to be looking 

to be hurt , hurting 

to lie face down 

to be outside 

to be broken / See t'sAt , 'break ' 

taqw 'Ang V intr . to get undressed 

I 
tat11qw ' V to be undressed , naked 

/ st at" qw ' N one who is naked ; one who has been raped 

I tqw ' atAng V pass . to be raped 

/ taqw '/\ t V tr . to slap , hit lightly , tap 

*taqw 1/\ ts11n I tapped him (on the shoulder ) 

I tqw ' ast V tr . to slap , strike , slap on the face 

tqw ' astAng V pass . to be slapped , slapped on the face 

I 
*t qw ' ast11ngsAn I was slapped on the face 

I I t c ' 1ngAn N comb See -A n; Cp . stl ' c ' 1ng11n , ' comb ' . Were made of 
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yew or maple wood ; pubescent girl was requir ed to scratch her head with 
a comb , rather than with her fingers . 

tchAx N num . half ; fifty -cent piece . Half-dol l ars are an important 
item of distribution at modern potlatches and spirit dances (Bar nett 
1955: 134) 

?11tch/ x V Stat . 

I I *?,.tch11x m1 t 

?AtchJ x,d? V 

to be half of , cut in half 

five cents : "ha l f a bit" 

to be a half 

tech V to be dark 

it is very dark 

--teni See s-teni ,..,., , I woman I 

t:ew? V to get better , recover from an illness , convalesce 



te?e Dem . pron . (?) this 
/ / 

*qw/\l.Astxw ±e?e boil this ! 

t ic ' V to cut 

*±ic ' Sl\n 
entry) 

I am cutting ; I cut myself Cp . ±c ' isAt V refl . (this 

* ?. A~1· ?. ·A tn1"ngA.1. ? 1· 7 .1.1,,c ' -1A- • tt · t 1 " ~ ,~ i i iV'\ we are cu 1ng ; we cu ourse ves 

lic ' nAS V 

t i c 'At V tr . 

to cut off 

to cut 

/ tc ' 1sAt V reflex . to cut oneself 

*tc ' isAts/\n I cut myself 

/ *tc I lSAt t A 
/ 

OAkW/\ you ( sg . ) cut 

*tc ' i sAt to? n{i; he cut himself 

/ tc ' 1tAng V pass . to be cut 

yourself 

., 
he cut " I was cut by him" *tc ' 1 t AngSAn me : 

r il V to give a gift 

*±ilsAn I gave a gift 
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*-t{l ?A CA ?eyAwkw ' giving of wealth ; reciprocal gift-giving between 
potential co-par ents- in-law , prior to the marriage of their offspring . 
Exchanges of wealth and food might continue as long as the coupl e 
remained mar ried (Suttles 1960:297 -8) 

to receive a gift 

*t i tAlsAn I will receive a gift 

t iltxw V Caus. (?) to cause one ' s gi ft to be given 

st{ltxw N gift(?) Occurs in : 

gift , present 

*ng,,(n? n/\ st il 

/ / t 1xw,.._,. ±11xw"- N num . 

lots of my gif ts 

three 

I am giving a gift to her 

------- - - -



three hundr ed 

thirty 

tixwtlA N a group of three , three at a time , three humans 

*i-ixwtlA / 
of three men t A SAway?qe a group 

*i-ixwe'lA t ,-_ / 
shxwa ?lAqw 'A s he had three brothers 

* i-i xw/ 1,dtA 
/ 

had three daughters ng..-.nngAnA we 

*i-ixwelA '2,\ v. nAc I l xw three at 

i-ixw?Al? N three units of time 

*tfxw?l\l? schAl~nAng three years 

*t-{xw?l\l? w{k three weeks 

Wednesday: "third day" 

?a'pAn ?i? kwtixw thirteen 

-tfxwAm V to be slipper y 

ime?lnsh V to smoke a cigarette 

cigarette, tobacco 

/ rning~-t Emph. pron ., first pers . pl . 

*rnin9Ai- ?i? chtl ' ( ? ?I\ chi\ tt 1/\ 

a time 

we , us 

we wish we had some money 

*?Ati?A tn(ngAi- ?i? +( c ' tt/\ we ar e cutting , we cut ourselves 

*?6-te?/\SXWA-t ?l\tl ' tningA-t you stay here with us 

we , the cause 

*chtn{ngAt kWA sch/q ' s 

f-qelch ' N moon , month 

moonlight 

See ch-t-~ ch-, ' Agentive (?) prefix ' 

we made him fall 

/ -tqet V tr . to dress , wear clothes 

to wear many cl othes 

/ / 
f-q ' echAs ~ -tq'/\chA- N num. five 
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---- - ---



*t-q I echAS kw A SAl ?s heavy weight, load 

*t-q ' echAS ne?ch I o?Ach I five hundred 

*t-q •,{ ch,dshe? N num . fifty 

st-q' echAS N Friday : "fifth day" 

fifteen 

/ rq 'At V tr . to flatten, make flat , wide 

tqwalnAs N gums 

-tshe? Num . suff . Indicates decades from thirty to ninety Cp . 
c '~xw?kwAs , 'twenty' 

*tAxwAtshe? N num. 

*ttwxwAtshe? N num. 

*t'xAmAi"she? N num . 

thirty 

ninety 

sixty 

I See f-1xw ""' , 'three ' 

See t/kwAwxw ,,.._, , 'nine' 

See t ' x f ng '"'-, ' six ' 

-it" "- -tA Pron . subj . and poss . suff . , first pers . pl . 
ours 

we, our, 

*kwAnAxwitA we found it 

/ *tc ' 1tAngttA we were cut 

I I *skwe?ttA ?e?lAngttA our house 

*?o? mfkw ' ttA ?o? chkwt? it is ours 

I ttAxtAng V pass . to be made nervous, jittery 

i-Ach V to be deep 

I ±Akwe?nAq V 

deep water 

to heal, cure 

✓ 
T/\liC 1/\ng V intr . to shine, sparkle 

I TAlpAlexAn N bat , Chiroptera 

ttlt11n N canoe bailer See - An . Were made 
bark turned up at the ends and lashed to a bar 
116) . 

tAmAXw V to be raining 

from a sheet of cedar 
handle (Barnett 1955 : 
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/ tArnxwa?w/\qN N 

STMV\XW N rain 

/ r/\m?CAng V intr . 

6 1 

rain hat 

to pick 

/ s±Am?c1v19 N 

r,(Mkw 'At v tr . 

picking, picking time, pickers 

to behead , shoot , sting 

I shot (them) 

/ i-AnAkw 'Atl\ng V pass . to be beheaded , shot , stung 

f-..(nkw 1/\ll\ V 

/ ±Ang- Occurs in : 

I was stung 

to shoot 

r Angeng V int r . to pluck out , poke out eyes 

/ 
ST/\ngAs N plucking out of eyes 

*?i? fl/\ st f i? kW/\ IV\ s-tAngAs Cl\ qAlAngs 

/ i-/\pt/\n N eyelashes , eyelid 

/ 
i-Aqw ' s1 ?sAng V intr . to clap hands 

r/\t~?qw'Ang V intr . to snore 

/ iAt'e?q' /\ng V intr . to be warm , hot 

I wi l l pluck out his eyes 

rAt'AmAn N herring rake See -An , Herring were caught from canoes 
with rakes made of sharp, pointed bones set into a long , flat pole 
(Stern 1934 : 50) . 

I TXAMkw/\n N 

/ ma?Aqw N 

floor 
I See xAnA, ' have feet ' 

m 

bird , chicken , duck , poultry 

/ I 
*ch,\ ngAOA SA ma?Aqw lay eggs : "incomplete offspring of female bird" 

mekw 'A? V to hold a commemorative funeral potlatch . Distribution of 
wealth held one year after death signified assumption of full social 

- - - - - - ---- -----
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m 

status of the deceased , by his successor. Might involve destruction 
or distribution of some of dead man ' s possessions ; throwing of food 
into the fire as an offering to ancestors (Barnett 1955 : 220 ; Gunther 
1927 : 250) . 

*me'kw ' A ?sAn 

m/\kw ' " ?{ng,,,t 

shm 11kw ' e'111 N 

I men N father ; 

*kw" nA me'n 

*kwA mentt11 

I am holding a funeral 

V Dur . to be holding 

grave See - el11 

term of reference 

my father 

our father 

me? N father ; term of address 

mt?kwA½ V to be hurt , get hurt 

I got hurt 

sm~?kwAf· N bruise , sore , wound 

potlatch 

a funeral potlatch 

mt?1" x11t N (geog . term) Malahat , a Saanich village (Barnett 1955 :19) 

me'?mAl?shAn N orphan . Was cared for by close relatives, often 
father ' s brother (Barnett 1955: 249; Stern 1934:38) . 

to be small, little 

to be small, little 

kindling : "small firewood" 

mic 'A t V to crush (f . Cowichan) 

milb11m? V to confess, to go to court : "my lord" (f. Eng . ) 

judge 

mirA V to be possessed by supernatural power which is expressed in 
spirit dancing ; to perform one ' s spirit dance . Performance was evidence 
of dancer ' s encounter with a spirit helper (Barnett 1955: 273) . 

mi±-A?~yotxw N 
- ?eyotxw 

dance house, long house for winter dances See 

sm{t-" N spirit dance , winter ceremonials at which spirit possession 
was displayed in individual dances 



m 

min?tAqw N cup 

mit N ten cents : "bit" ( f . Eng . ) 

*?ltchAx m{t five cents : "half a bit" / See TChAX, 'half' 

m◊lA N mill , saw-mill (f . Eng . ) 

mosm11s N cow 

mosmAsalAT N Dimin . calf 

m11hay? N basket, storage or carrying basket . Four- sided , open-work 
basket of twined cedar bark (Barnett 1955 :122; Stern 1934:90-2) . 

/ 
mAkw' Emph . pron . collective pl . , first , second , or third pers . all ; 
all of us , you , them; every , everything ; we , they . May be preceded 
by a pronominal article . 

*mAkw' se'n everyone 

*mfkw' skwe'chAl every day 

*m/kw' steng everything 

/ I 
**ko? m11kw' steng everyone : "all the non-visible ones" 

**kso? mfkw' ste'ng everyone : "all the non-visible (fem . ) ones 
/. / / *mAkw' ?o? xerA-t xch1,ngins they are worried 
/. 

*mAkw' ttA we , everyone , all of us 

we are leaving 
/. 

*mt.kw' sxw you (pl . ) , all of you 
I 

m/\kw ' /\lo? they See -lo? Occurs in : 

/. / I I *?o? mAkw'Alo? ?a?11xw TAm?cAng haps they picked hops 

mlkw'11t V tr . to pick up 

mAliyetAl V to marry , get married (f . Eng . ) 

/ 
mAl?ch 'A SAt V refl. to roll oneself over 

*mAl?ch 'A SAt ?i? mfl?ch'ASAt 

I mAl?Aq V to forget 

she rolled over and over 

/ m11nma •ntaqw N prop. mythical Stonehead People 
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/ mAqeyA N coffin . A corpse was tightly flexed and squeezed into a 
small , newly-made cedar chest (Barnett 1955:216-7) . 

/ mAqw ' e V to pile , heap 

/ 
mAqw'eyech't V tr . to pile up , heap up , make a pile 

/ smAqw'eyech ' N a pile , heap 

*smAqw' eye'ch ' tA SAm{? a pile of blankets 

See -yech ' 

mtskwi?Am N prop . Musqueam . Mainland group occupying three villages 
on south shore of Point Grey (Barnett 1955:33) . 

mAsAt V tr . to fold 

mAt6liyA N (geog . term) Victoria (f . Eng . ) 

mAtl ' asAt V refl . to avenge oneself, get revenge 

mAtl 1 /1 V to faint 
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mfwAch N deer , Odocoileus film.• Hunted with bow and arrow; nets . Meat 
was sun and wind dried ; hides used for clothing ; grease used to protect 
skin ; hooves loosened in boiling water, pried off , and strung together 
for use on spirit dancers' costumes and as medium of exchange (Barnett 
1955 :74 ; Stern 1934:48-9) . 

-mAxw Unidentif . suff . Occurs in : 

*qwi?st~?mAXW N dwarf 

I *snAnemAxw N prop . Nanairno . Group located north of the Cowichan , 
on Vancouver Island (Barnet 1955:22- 3) 

rnAxw{ye? N navel 

n 

/ 
nakwAT V to fall asleep, to be sleeping 

kwtnlkwAT V Inch . to be going to sleep, dozing 

/ 
napAs N rain cape . Made of sewn tule , twined rush , or shredded cedar 
bark ; reached to the elbow (Barnett 1955 :72 ; Gunther 1927 :219- 20) . 
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n 

,I nas V to be fat , to be made of fat 

na?l 11 s V to be very fat ; to be very fat people 
,I snas N fat , grease , oil , cold- cream 

sn11 sa'l11 m11xw N butter 

nech I V to be different , changed 
/ nech ' t 11ng V pass . to be changed , changed into , turned into 

/ / *nech't11ng txwAstl'el11q11m he was changed into a monster 

nAch'sit V tr . volit . to change , change into , t urn into 

she changed into a snake 

ni? V to be named . Feast and distribution of wealth accompanied the 
assumption of a name (Barnett 1955 :132-3; Gunther 1927 :238) . 

*nft latl ' SI\ ChA nl? ?11 ksA Theresa 
Theresa (now deceased) 

the oldest one ' s name was 

sn~? N name . Families owned and inherited right to use some 
ancestral names and associated privileges (Barnett :1955 :134) 

what is your name? 

ne?ch ' o?Ach' N num . hundred , one hundred See -Ach' 
/ /. 

*ng11s ne?ch ' o? 11ch ' four hundred 

*tt?s11s ni?ch ' o?Ach ' eight hundred 

snJ?ch ' o?11ch ' N num . 

/ I *t 'x11ng sne?ch ' o?Ach ' 

hundred Occurs only in : 

six hundred 

nl?kw11 Dem . pron . (?) some 

n{t Emph . pron . , third pers . sg . impersonal it , one , the one , this 
one Occurs with pronominal articles to form third per son singular 
personal emphatic pronomina l s 

*n{-t k SI\ n" te'n this is my mother 

*n{t 1itl ' SA Chi\ ne'? ?A kSA Theresa 
Theresa 

*nit nA skwe? it is mine 

the oldest one's name was 
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n 

*co? n{:i- Emph . pron ., masc . vis . third pers . sg . he , him , it 

*ko? n{r Emph . pron . , masc . non-vis . third pers . sg . he , him , it 

*kso? n{r Emph . pron., fem . non-vis . third pers . sg . she , her 

*so? n{r Emph . pron ., fem . vis . third pers . sg . she , her 

*to? n{r Emph . pron . , hyp . third pers . sg . he/she , him/her , it 

chtn{t he/she , they , the cause See cht- .-.... , ' Agentive (?) prefix ' 

*ch-tnit kwA nA sche'q • he made me fall 

*ch±n{t so? kwA nA sch/q • she made me fall 

they made me fall 

I niqw 'A m V to be soft 

I no?il Ang V intr. to enter , go into , go inside I Cp . sq1.l11ng , 'go out ' 

I am going into the house 

nA Pron. poss . suff ., first pers . sg . 

I 
*n11 ngAnl\ my child 

*ks..\ nl\ te'n my mother 

*kw/\ nl\ 
/ my father men 

*nit nA skw/? it is mine 

my house 

n/\- Pref . indicating color 

my , mine 

*nAkwim N 

/ *nAq ' ex N 

reddish-brown (f . Saanich) 

black , purple 

*n11qw/ N green , yellow 

I *nAsqwalAs N 

I 
*n/\S/\qw N red 

brown 

**?i? ?a'111s n11 s/qw pink : "light red" 

*n/\xwikw ' N 

nAc 1 /?ew?m11xw N 

grey Cp . pq ' a'lAs , ' grey ' (under pAq ' ) 

group, not one ' s own people See -m11xw 



n 

nl\C '" N num. one 

nAc ' exw N once , at once , at one time 

*rixwelA ?" t A nAc ' exw three at a time 

*ngAselA ?A t A nl\C1 eXW four at a time 

eleven 

I nAchAng V intr . to laugh 

,I nAneyAng V intr. 

t o begin to laugh , star t laughing 

to be always laughing , laugh a lot 

nAch'sat V intr . volit . to change into See nech ', ' different ' 
,I nAkwasAng V intr . to nod one ' s head 

to nod one ' s head at 

nAkw1?liye? Emph . pron., second pers . pl . you (pl . ) , you folks 
May be preceded by pronominal or defi nite articles 

*co? nAkwi? li ye? you (pl.) ' you fo l ks (masc . vis . ) 

*ko? nAkw{?li ye? you (pl. ) ' you folks (masc . non-vis . ) 

*kso? nAkw{?liye? you (pl . ) , you folks (fem. non-vis . ) 

*so? nAkw{?li ye? you (pl.) ' you folks ( fern . vis . ) 

*to? nAkw{?liye? you (pl. ) ' you folks (hyp . ) 

*tA nAkwi?liye? t 'A snl xw you (pl . hyp . ) broke (it) 

*?irAnttAse? ?Atl ' nAkw{?liye? we shall eat with you folks 
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chrnAkw{?liye? you (pl. ) , the cause See cht- /\.., 'Agentive (?) prefix' 

*chrnAkw{?liye? kwl\ scheq ' ttA you fo l ks made us fall 
,I, 

nAkWA Emph . pr on., second pers . sg . you May be preceded by definite 
articles 

*CA nkwA ?o? CM telASXW you (sg . ) have some money 

*tA nAkwA ?i? le?et61A you (sg . ) are over there 

I shall eat with you (sg . ) 
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n 

chinAkw" you (sg . ) , the cause See chi--,.._ , ' Agentive ( ?) prefix' 

*chtntkw11 kw11 M scheq ' you (sg . ) made me fal l 

to be two , to be together 

a pair , couple 

I qw11 lmkw,d V t o speak together , speak to each other ; discuss 
See qwel? , ' speak ' 

we spoke together 

to meet together , meet each other ; come together 

we met each other 

,I 

n11metAng V pass . to be obeyed , followed 

/ sn11met.,. ng N rules , commands , instructions (to be obeyed) 

n11 n{?t-iye? Emph . pron., third pers . pl . they, them , those ones , 
those people May be preceded by pronomina l or definite articl es 

*co? n11 n1?-tiye? they , them (masc . vis . ) 

he helps them 

*ko? n11 ni?tiye? they , them (masc . non-vis . ) 

*kso? n11 ni?riye? they, them (fem . non-vis . ) 

*so? n11 ni?t-iye? they , them (fem . vis . ) 

all of them (fem . ) woke me up 

*to? nAni?tiye? they , them (hyp . ) 

**skwe?s to? n11ni?t-iye? it is theirs : "it be l ongs to them" 

**?o? mf kw ' ?o? yt? to? nAni?-tiye? they are going 

to dislike, hate 

- n11 xw """' -Axw V tr . non- vol . suff. Indicates action which is non­
volitional , unintentional, accidental 

*kw1nAxw kw11 to have , get , acquire ; to find (without searching) 
See kwAn-

*hiqwn11xw to smel l 



n 

*t 'Asnfxw to break (accidentally) , to hit (unintentionally) See 
/ t ' sAt , ' break , hit ' 

-n? See ?/\ n? ""-' - n? , ' Possessive pronominal , second person singular ' 

n?ce?nAkW N Indian reserve 

-ng V intr . suff . 

/ *c ' 1 ?xwAng to feel pity 

/ *c 'A q 'Ang to drip , leak 

I *kwAn/\ng to help , save 

I 
*kw' s Ang to count 

I *le?nAng to hear 

/ *sakw'Ang to have a bath 

I *?exAng to pretend 

I ngekwAt V tr . to chew 

I ngeqA N snow 

I nget - Occurs in : 

ng 

from above 

See kw neng s , ' give help ' 

/ ngetAng V intr . to distribute wealth , give rights and pr ivileges 
to a name 

ngttxw V Caus . (?) to cause to be given 

ngeng~txw V Caus . (?) to cause much wealth to be given, to 
distribute wealth at a potlatch 

/ ng1.c 'A t V tr . to crush , grind , mash 

ng{?et N grouse , Tet raonidae 

/ 
ngl\cAf- V to be suppurating , full of pus 

- ngAn Suff . indicating meal time Occur s in : 

/ kwAch1.l?ngAn morning meal 
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ng 

t 'Axwq ' elAtng11 n second meal of the day 

I ngt.nA N child , offspring ; term of reference 

to l ay eggs : "incomplete offspring of a bird" 

* ~., . ., d ht s.i.en1 nA ngAnA my aug er 

I / 
*sway?qe nA ngAnA my son 

I / 
*ng11nAs t A sqw ' A lesh nest : "a bird's offspri ng" 

I ngt. nngt.nA N pl . children , all (my) children 

ngJngA? N child , son , daughter ; term of address 

to be a group , a crowd ; to be crowded / See -yech ' 

ngAn? Pl . indicator 
noun or verb form 

many, lots of May precede or , rarely , follow 

I *ng/\n? kwa'sr.n 

I *ng,m? 
., 

q' aw11t 

*ngAn? I sngen"t 

/ *ng11n? stt.lqe'ye? 

stars , many stars 

drums , many drums 

stones , lots of stones 

pack of wolves 
/ 

See stqeye? , ' wolf ' 

*ngfn? s11.wiy?qe many men , a great number of men 

*q 'Al? ng,fo? summer camp :"many are camping" 

*xfnt. ngJn? foot pr i nts 

/ See sway?qe ""' , 'man ' 

I ng11.qsAn N nose 

I ngAqS AngAt V tr . to nod 

ng,qsf ng Atxw V tr . Caus . ( ?) 
assent or recognit i on 

I ngAs N num . four 

to cause one ' s head to nod in 

I I *ngAs ne?ch'o?t. ch' four hundred 

ng/\srsh/? N num . forty 

I ngAselA N a group of four , four at a time , four humans 

/ /. *n9"5el 11 shxwa?lAqw ' a?s his four brothers 

See -e"l.A 



ng 

/ ? / *n.9,.seL~ ·" t i\ nAc ' exw four at a time 

four at a time , four at once 
I 

sngAs N Thursday: "fourth day" 
/ / 

?apAn ?i? kwng/\s fourteen 
/ 

ng/\s/\n N l ouse , lice 

0 

-o?s/\ Unidentif . suff . Occurs with verbs implying ' wood' as object 

I *ch11qwo?s V to make , light a fire / See chAqw , 'burned ' 

/ *chx/\?lo?s/\ V to chop wood 

/ paw/\n N pound (f . Eng . ) 

/. See chxAt , ' chop ' 

p 

/ paxwAt V t r. to blow , to inflate ; to blow on the chest . Breath of 
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curing ritua l ist , shaman , mother of twins , or spouse of someone recent l y 
deceased is considered to have healing powers . By blowing on the chest 
of a sick person , a cure might be effected . Song of a novice spirit 
dancer was released , ini t ially, by ritual including blowing on his chest 
(Stern 1934:15 , 37) . 

/ 
spXW/\ l A N wind : "that which blows" 

/ 
pesAt V tr . to spread 

/ 
N beer ( f . Eng . ) peyA 

/ pint N paint ( f . Eng . ) 

/ pip/\ N book, paper ( f . Eng . ) 

*st ' i?wi ?Ar p{pA bible : "spirit book" 

/ pish N cat , Felis domesticus (f . Eng . ) 

/ pishpAsh N kitten 



/ 
p1xwp/\XW N 

pi?kw/\n N 

/ 
p1?t ' sh/\n N 

p 

huckleberry, Vaccinium fil212 • 

forked stick for cooking fish over a fire 

lizard 

/ pll Occurs in : 

sAntos pl{ N prop. 

/ 
poyAkw N gun , rifle 

Holy Ghost (f . Chinook?) 

See -11n 

I 
psnakwAn N mat, rug . Cedar bark , tule, and rush mats covered 
temporary summer house frames , sleeping benches, and stored food; were 
sat on during meals (Barnett 1955: 121-2; Stern 1934: 92) . 

/. 
pAkw'Ang V intr . to smoke ; to be dusty, smoky 

/ 
spkw'/\ng N dust , smoke 

/. 
spAkw' N flour , powder 

/. / 
*spAkw ' SAplll bread flour 
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p/\laxwAng V intr . to steam, be steamed . Meat, fish, and plant foods 
were placed on layer of leaves in pit lined with hot rocks, covered 
and steamed for one to three days (Barnett 1955: 60-1; Gunther 1927 :209). 

/ PAn?ponxw N May: "when camas is collected" 

/ pAq' N white 

/ 
pq'alAs N 

(under nA - ) 
grey See ?a"l11s l'.J, ' light'; Cp . nAxwikw', ' grey' 

/ PAXW/\ffi N sawdust 

p' 

I 
p'awe? N flounder, Pleuronectidae . Were speared from canoes or caught 
wi th hook and line, roasted and eaten; never dried (Gunther 1927 :201; 
Stern 1934:51). 

I p 1 a?c 111s N cradle 

p •a", ng V to swell (as, a river) 

I p 'kwachAn N sand , sand bar 
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p ' 

p ' akwAChAn N (geog . term) 
19) . 

Cole Bay , a Saanich village (Barnett 1955: 

sand (f . Cowichan) 

p 'A ni?lAXAc ' N (geog . term) Peneleket Spit on Kuper Island 

Puyallup , Washington , where hops are picked 

q 

/ qawAchM N prop. Cowichan . Inhabited eight villages on Cowichan Bay 
and on the lower Cowichan River ; closely related in culture to the 
Nanaimo and Saanich (Barnett 1955 :21 , 23). 

/ qelAch ' V to spin wool. Spindle and whorl were used aboriginally, 
but much modern spinning is by machine (Lane 1951 : 19-21) . 

shqel 11ch ' N hand-operated spindle 

/ shqe?el?Ach ' N mechanical spinning spool ; horizontal spindle 
with whorl at either end (Lane 1951 :21) 

q,;l I\ s V to be sad 

sad story 

qen? V to abduct , kidnap 

I / *qen? SA qeq to kidnap a baby 

/ qeq N baby 

qeqAn N house post . Substantial timbers forming a part of house 
framework . Exterior planks were seasonally transported from one village 
site to another , but house posts remained (Barnett 1955: 35 , 40) . 

qeq ' V to be in jail 

qAq ' el?s N police , pol i ceman 

jail house , prison : "police house" See -?eyotxw 

V 

policemen , lots of policemen 

to be a while ago, a little while ago 

See - ,"1 -



q 

/ qp'asAng V intr . 

just now, a short time ago 

to bend , bow the head 

qp ' eyet V to lie face down 

q/chAqs N silver salmon (N . W. ) , Oncorhynchus kisutch . Were taken 
with traps , line , gill nets , and spears (Gunther 1927 : 198) . 

qAla?s V to be dull , unsharpened 

I q11let V tr . to repeat 

kwtqAltt V tr . Inch . to be going to repeat 
/ I / 

*tl ' e? kwtq11let skwechAl the following day 

/ 
qAli •mA V to be dirty ; to be a dirty person 

I QAl QAll -m11 V to be very dirty ; to be many dirty people 

I 
N q11lAng? eye 
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I QAl/\X N 
See sp ' cf? 

roe, fish eggs . Salmon roe were used in making Indian cheese . 

I q11l?q11l 11l V to be damaged, spoiled 

shell 
/ qAmene? N 

/ 
q11rnA? N breast 

qfmA?stxw V Caus . (?) to nurse : "give a baby the breast" 

J q11m ?q11m11? N baby who is always nursing 

-q11n Unidentif . suff . 
in: 

May indicate removed plumage or pelage Occurs 

I 
*ch '~ ?sq11n N eagle, eagle feather 

I *lAm11tolq11n N sheep wool 

I * stl 'pel ?qAn N feathers 

I *sxwoqAn N 

/ *telAqAn N 

I *teyo?qAn N 

swan , swan ' s down 

animal 

mourner : "one who cuts his hair" 



q 

I 
* xwr..tl' q"n N pillow 

q Ap ' .11 snAs N south - east wind (N. W. ) 

q Aqi?e? V to be loose 

I q Aq i\ l?em? V to be weak 

to drown 

/ 
*qA SAn 

/ 
*qASXW 

I 
QAlqAS 

I drown 

you (sg . ) dr own 

V to be drowning 

I *qAlqAsAn I am drowning 

I *qAlqAstt" we ar e dr owni ng 

q Ast? V Int ent . to (cert ainl y) drown See - se? ,.__, 

you wil l (cer tainly) drown 

he will (certainly) drown 

.I sqs1.kw11 s N a drowned person 

he is al ready a dr owned per son 

/ kwisqs1.kwAs V Inch. to begin to drown : "to be st arting to be a 
dr owned person" 

I qoqwel ? V 

/ qoqw ' ten N 

I 
q ' aw11t V t r . 

to make a speech 

shoulder 

I 
See qwel? , ' speak ' 

q ' 

to beat a drum , to drum 

I q ' awt1.t ' t Ang V pass . to be dr ummed 

I q ' aye?ech N e l k , Cervus canadensis . Were hunted with bow and ar row 
and trapped with deadfalls (Barnett 1955 :97- 100 ; Gunther 1927 :205) . 
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q ' 

q' el- Unidentif . Occurs only in : 

/ q' el?eyotxw N long house where fish and meat are smoked 

/ qel? V to believe 

/ *q' el ?s l\n I believe 

q ' e'q •aw? N skate , Ra ja .film• Skate were speared as t hey came toward 
shore ; stomachs wer e cut out and remainder was boiled ; fins might be 
grilled (Gunther 1927 : 209 ; Stern 1934: 51) . 

/ q ' eq 'Atl ' N 

I q ' eyatl '11 n N 

q ' e?t 1/\ ? N 

shadow, reflection 

to be sweet 

snail 

cradle , swing 

/ q ' 1, kw"t Vtr . to bite 

q ' kw:i' · t Ang V pass . to be bitten 

q 'A Unidentified Occurs in : 

hay?sxw q '11 thank you 

I q '/\C'Atch N Ocean Spray , S12iraea discolor 

q '/. c '/\ ?kw/\n N scissors See -An 

q '/\ch I e? N moss 

I q '/\ kW/\ N cane 

crutches 
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q 'A li-a'Mm11ch"n N whale (generic term) . Whaling was not common among 
Songish . Whale might be harpooned by a seal hunter or utilized when it 
came ashore dead (Barnett 1955:92 ; Suttles 1952: 11) . 

to be camping 

*q/41? ng/4n? summer camp : "many are camping" 

sq ' A 1 ?ing N camp 

I *sq 111 l?1ngtt11 our camp 

q'AmasAng N (geog . term) the Gorge 

Saturday 
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q ' 

to gather 

we are gathering 

I q ' pAs At V refl . to gather oneselves together 

*q ' p/sAt CA ?AttllngAxw ceremony , meeting : "the people gather together" 

/ I 
*q ' pAsAtttA ?o? mAkw ' we have all gathered toget her 

/ 
q ' pAt AS V to gather 

I gather ed (it) 

/ ?Asq ' epAT V Stat . to be all together , to be gathered together 

/. q 'A q ' e? N guts 

I 
q ' Aq ' e?nA± V to be late , s l ow 

I q 'A q 'A sch1n N spider 

/ 
q 'AS V to be shor t of 

sq ' es ± N that which is scarce , insufficient , not enough 

/ q '/\xq'Ax N tin , tin can 

I q 'xA l A V to dig for clams . Women and childr en dug for clams with an 
ironwood stick (Stern 1934 : 47) . 

qw 

I qwakwAt V tr . to t an hides . Elk and deer skins were dressed by women , 
who soaked them in water and scraped off the hair . Hides were then washed , 
rubbed with deer brains and fat , and smoked . Finished skins were made 
into shirts , moccasins , and storage bags (Barnett 1955 : 125 ; Gunther 1927 : 
219 ; Stern 1934: 32) . 

I qwa? N water 

qw£?qwa? V to drink 

I qwaqwAqwa? V to drink a lot , keep on drinking ; drink heavily 
(as , alcoho l ) 

I qwatl ' qwa? N sea 
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qw 

/ 
qwa?ap N crab apple, Malus fusca. Crab apple wood was burned and live 
charcoal was carried in clam shells on long trips to provide fire (Stern 
1934 : 55) . 

I qwa?pAi'p N devil's club, Oplopanax horridus . With spines removed , 
charred and mixed with grease or face cream for black the stems are 

face paint 

qwe'l? V to speak , tal, tell 

I qwel?stAng V pass . to be spoken to 

qwil?stxw V Gaus . (?) to cause to speak 

I qwAqwel? V to make a speech 

I qwAqwAl? V to speak quietly 

qw11le?,'11 V 
le?' 'distant I 

to speak, tell , from a distance , from far away See 

to send a message : "to tell it from far away" 

/. 
qwAlnAkwAl V to speak together, speak to each other ; discuss 

See nlkwAl, 'together' 

I *qwAlnAkwAlttA we spoke to each other 

/ / *?Asq'epA± ksA qwAlnAkwAlttA we are speaking together 

qwAln:kwAltxw V C· us . (?) to cause to speak together 

qwAlnAkwAltxwitAse? V Gaus . (?) Intent . we shall speak with 
them : "we shall cause speaking together with them" 

I qwAlng1tAng V. pass . to be scolded , spoken to harshly 

I qwAl?qwAlng1tAng V pass . to be scolded severely , to be scolded 
repeatedly 

/. sqwel? N speech, talk 

I I *chkwe? ? Atl' sqwel 7 gossip See -kwe'? 

shqwi?qw/1? N speaker Recipient of a gift of food hired a 
speaker to thank , with wealth , the donor . Recipient and donor were 
frequently co-parents-in-law (Suttles 1960 :300-01) . 

,, 
qwiqwmAs N spirit dancer's headdress . The conical headdress was made 
of shredded cedar bark, human hair , or, for novices, wool ; the peak 
was decorated with eagle feathers (Barnett 1955:281 ; Gunther 1927 :220 ; 
Stern 1934:65) . 



qwi ?stt?mAxw N dwarf See -mAxw 

- qwAlec Occurs in : 

?Aqwl\1/c V Stat . to be behind 

/ qwAh?mAltxw N prop. a famous , mythical shaman who lived at the 
village of qw '11mi?{q"n; he was especially powerful in curing strokes 
and paralysis ; a noble family gave him the rights to perform the 
sxwayxwe as payment for his services 

/_1 · 
QW/\ 0 N skin 

/ 
qw11lAst V tr . to boil 

he is boiling the water 

qwilAstxw V Caus . (?) to cause to boil 

I /, 
*qwAlAstxw te?e boil this! 

I 
shqwAl?s N boiling basket ; a watertight basket of coiled cedar 

bark (Gunther 1927 : 223 ; Stern 1934:90- 2) 

I 
qwAl? V to be smooth , soft 
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sliqwAl? N that which is fine , smooth / Cp. shq ' owAl1qw , ' baldness ' 

qwAn{ N sea gull , Larus .§:QQ • Sea gulls were killed and eaten (Gunther 
1927 : 205). 

/ qwAnAs N killer whale, Grampus rectipinna. Considered the chief of 
the whale people , the killer whale was never killed nor eaten because 
of mythological associations . Eagle down was thrown on the water when 
one was seen to propitiate its spirit and gain help in seal hunting . 
Sea hunters became killer whales at death ; the killer whale spirit was 
associated with the x.11nxAn{t11l, or black face dancers ' society (Barnett 
1955 :63 , 93 : Stern 1934:87) . 

to hold, rock in one ' s arms (as, a baby) 

*so? nft ?i? qw11n?t{. s s qeqs she rocks her baby 

qw1m?ti ?{ •-t V to be always rocking a baby 

/ qwAngAs N wheel fish (N . W. ) 

/ qw ' achAt V tr . to kill 

qw ' 



qw' 

/ / 
qw'chat"s ""'qw'chat11- V to kill 

I I *qw ' chat~s CA skweyAs he is killing his slave 

we killed (it) 

/ qw'chasAt V refl . to kill oneself, commit suicide 

/ qw'chatAng V pass . to be killed 

*?11n?J? qw ' chtt11 ngttA 
going to be killed" 

they were going to attack us : "we were 

I qw'ch1ng11t V Dur . to be killing 

I 
qw ' axwe?Ac N onion, Allium acuminatum 

I qw'a?qN ' e V to be dying; to be dead 

I 
sqw'a? N dead person , dead thing; deceased spouse 

I I *sqw'a?s t11 qeq umbilical cord : "dead thing of the child" 

I sqw 1 a?qw 1 e N dying person, dead person; one who is paralyzed 

*sqw' ~?qw' e 5" ste'ni dead woman 

/ I *sqw' a?qw' e CA qeq stillborn infant 

/ 
kwtsqw'a?qw'e V Inch . to be dying, to begin to die 
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/ sqw ' a?qw',. t V to have boils, to have an infection ; to be gangrenous 
or necrotic tissue 

/ / 
qw' e "" qw ' ey- V 

/ *kwA qw ' ey11n 

to die 

if I die See kwA , 'Article' 

/ 
kwtqw'ey V Inch . to be beginning to die, to be going to die 

/ *kwA kwtqw'eyAn when I am going to die , when I am going to be 
dead See kw11 , ' Article ' 

/ 
qw'es V to be burned to death 

I 
sqw'es N a fatal burn, severe burn 

qw'eye\?,.. sh V to dance . Cp . qw •e' ,.._,, ' die .' Early in the initiation 
of a new dancer, he was rendered unconscious, or "killed ," as a step in 
preparing his body for possession by his dance spirit (Barnett 1955 :278). 

I 
sqw'eyel?Ash N dance, dancing 
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qw' 

qw' :i'.'ng V to get out of 

he got out of the canoe 

/ qw'1ngAl/\ V to borrow See -lA 

I qw 'A cAng V intr. to be rooted, to have roots 

/ qw'" lAn N ear 

I qw'AlAt V tr . to grill , roast . Smelt, flounder, skate fins, dried 
salmon , mussels , and fern roots were grilled on sticks over an open fire 
(Gunther 1927:209). 

I qw 't'1.Ang V intr . to be grilling , roasting 

/ qw 'A l .As V to grill , roast 

I 
sqw'A ?l.A"t N 

qw'Alxe?st V tr . 

a roast , a piece of roasted food 

to warn 

*qw'Alxl?stsAn to? n{-t I warned him 

/. qw'Al xe?st.Ang V pass . to be warned 

he warned me: "I was warned by him" 

? / / / *to. n1± ?i? ?e±e?/\sxw qw '/\lxe?stAng did he warn you folks? : 
"were you folks warned by him?" 

*qw ' 11 lxe'?st . ..mgtt.A we were warned 

qw'Alxe?stxw V Caus . (?) 

qw'11mi?iq11n N (geog . term) 
1955 :21) 

to cause to be warned 

Cowichan village near Green Point (Barnett 

I . qw'/\ne?em N boy ' s puberty . When a boy ' s voice began to change , he 
underwent rigorous training , including fasting , bathing in cold water , 
and scrubbing his body with twigs , and endured other physical hardships 
to prepare himself for supernatural experiences leading to the acquisition 
of a spirit helper (Barnett 1955:77 , 143; Stern 1934: 18) . 

/. qw'Aqw 111n1,kwAl V to meet together, meet each other ; to come together 
See ntkwAl , 'together' 

/. 
*qw'/\ qw'11 n11kwAltt,-. we met each other 

I /. 
*m"kw' ?o? qw'/\qw'/\ nAkw/\l village : "all are meeting" 

/. sqw' /\qW'/\nAkwAl N village 



qw' 

/ *sqw '/\ qw' /\ nl\kwAl ±tA our village 

/ qw'xwa?lo?chAS N fingernail See - chAs 

qw'Alxwi?lo?chAs N pl . fingernails See -/\1-

s 

s- "'sh- Nominalizing pref . Combines with verb stems to form nouns 

/ *scheq ' N a fall 
/ See cheq', ' to fall' 

*sch/qwo?s11 N fire, flames See chfqwo?sA, 'to make a fire' 

*skw 1t s N advice 
I 

See kw'AstAng , 'to be given advice' 

I 
*sqwel? N speech I See qwel?, 'to speak' 

/ * shch/\ning/\i:- N seed , garden / See ch/\n1.n9Ai:-, ' to be planting' 

I *shtl'AshAnAp N plough, tractor / See tl'sh/\nAp, 'to plough ' 
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-s Poss . pron . suff ., third pers . sg . and pl. his , him, her , hers, 
their , theirs 

*kw" 
/ mens ko? nit- his father 

*kW/\ / mens so? nir her father 

his house 

*skw/?s to? nit- it is his 

*so? nAni?f-iye? ?i? ng/n? mAhiy?s their (fem.) baskets 

*skwi?s ?/?lAngs to? nAn{?t-iye? their house 

*skwt?s ko? nl\ni?±..i ye? 

-s -¢ Unidenti f. V. suff . 

*cha'kw/\S to wear , put on 

it is theirs 

Occurs in : 

*chikw/\S to tire , feel tired 

*kw'An/\s to look , stare See kw'/\n-

/ * qw' chat AS to kill See 
/ 

qw ' achAt, ' kill ' 



/ **qw'chattd:t/\ we killed (it) 

*t ' che's.l\s to be pointed , sharp 
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s 

/ See t ' ch11thng , ' to be stabbed' 

sa 

sach.l\kW.I\S N costume , regalia worn by spirit dancer . Costume of 
initiates symbolized the spirit associated with the novice . Consisted 
of conical wool headdress with eagle feathers at apex and dangling 
from strands , buckskin shirt or robe , often with small wooden clappers 
attached , and deer hoof knee bands (Barnett 1955:281 ; Stern 1934:645) . 

sa:kw11l11 V to gamble See -111 

/ sakw.l\ng V intr . to be sweet 

sfkw ' At V tr . to bathe , give a bath , cleanse 

*sa'kw'AtsAn so? n{-t I bathed her 

stkw'.l\t-rt,..se? V tr . Intent . we shall bathe (him) 

/ sakw'.l\ ng V intr . to bathe , have a bath 

I *sakw' Angtt" we are bathing 

/ skw ' atAng V pass . to be bathed 

*skw 1 £t11ng so? n{-t she was bathed by them 

skw' {tAS V to bathe, give a bath 

? I r / * o? skw' at11s so? n1r SA qeqs she gave her baby a bath 

- s£1Akwar Unidentif . Occurs in : 

xaw?s{l11 kw11¼ novice spirit dancer 

s{l?l/\s V to be a little drunk 

doorway; path, trail, road 

See xaw?-

*s~+s tA ?t?l.l\ng doorway of the house 

/ sangAn N eyebrow 

/ sas,\n N mouth 



we k i 11 ed ( it) 

to be pointed , sharp 

s 

sa 
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/ See t ' chAt Ang , ' t o be stabbed' 

sachAkwt.s N costume , regalia worn by spirit dancer . Costume of 
initiates symbolized the spirit associated with the novice . Consi sted 
of conical wool headdress wi th eagle feathers at apex and dangling 
from strands , buckskin shirt or robe , often with small wooden clappers 
attached , and deer hoof knee bands (Barnett 1955 :281 ; Stern 1934: 645) . 

sa'kwAlA V to gamble See -lA 

I sakwAng V intr . to be sweet 

sa'kw ' At V tr . to bathe , give a bath , cleanse 

*sikw ',-. ts" n so? n{t I bathed her 

s~kw 'AtttAse? V tr . Intent . we shall bathe (him) 

I sakw'A ng V intr . to bathe , have a bath 

I *sakw' AngttA we are bathing 

I skw ' atAng V pass . to be bathed 

*skw1 ftAng so? nit she was bathed by them 

skw' {tAs V to bathe , give a bath 

*?o? skw ' ftAs so? n{t SA q{qs she gave her baby a bath 

- stlAkwat Unidentif . Occurs in : 

xaw?sa'lAkwA~ novice spirit dancer 

/ sangAn N 

I sasAn N 

to be a little drunk 

doorway ; path, trail , road 

eyebrow 

mouth 

See xaw?-
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- { V tr . volit . suff , Inaicates action which is volit·onal , 
purposeful 

.. Chl\ q at to nake big, enlarge , swell See chAa , ' big' 

~1A71Ang?sat to hear, lis t en to, pay attention to , eavesdrop 
See le?n,rng, ' hear ' 
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to turn into, change into 

north-east wind 

See nech'tAng, ' oe changed' 

-sa?ay? n~curs in: 

/ tXWASa?ay? V Mu:at . to get ready, become prepared 

*?o? t,.(xw SA iL? ?i? txwAsa'?ay?s11n I will get ready later 

7Asa?ay? V Stat , to be ready, prepared 

I am ready 

/ 
k wt?/\ sa ?ay? V Inch . to begin to get ready, start getting prepared 

sa?iyem V to be sour , bitter (f . Cowichan) 

sa?Akw N prop . Sooke . Group sharing the tip of Vancouver Island with 
the Songish; territory extended to Jordan River on the west coast 
(Suttles 1954: 3oi 

sc' 

sc 'a'±" N leaf 
/. sc'a?c'tA N pl . leaves 

sc ' ingAs N (geog . term) Albert Head 

sr'aow' N worm 
,I 

See c I aq-11' , 'rotten 1 

sc •e'?aw?txw N (geog . term) East Saanich 

sc ' kwa?{?ws N le:t , left han1 , side See -t?ws 

sen 

sche' N wool, yarn 



/ scheq ' N a fall 

sch 

/ See cheq ', ' fall' 

schJt'xwAn N black bear (N . W.), Euarctos americanus 

sch/?che? N ego ' s cousin ; any kin, relative ; friend 
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sche'°?le?chA N pl . all of ego's cousins or kinsmen ; many friends 

sche?i N work See che"?i "'--- , ' work ' 

sche?iyAn V to have form , shape ; to be straight (as , a line) ; to be 
correct, right 

sch€•n 
che'• n , 

to be formed , shaped 

he is fat 

N (?) Intensif . (?) 
'really' 

that which is really, very, truly 

sche"•nAxw N fish (generic term) See -che"• nAxw 

See 

schiyiyiyA N twins . Birth of twins was an auspicious event as both 
parents and progeny were thought to have special supernatural power 
(Barnett 1955 :135; Gunther 1927 :237 : Stern 1934: 14-15) . 

scho?e"t N one who is clever , smart 

time , way, custom , tradition See chAlinAng, ' history ' 

schAlkwtne't N Monday 

schfr N firewood 
/ 

Cp . ch/\qw, 'burned' 

kindling : "small firewood" 

schtrArp N (geog . term) West Saanich 

sch,rnl•n?xw N fishing ground See -chi-OAxw 

/ 
schAqwo?s/\ N fire 

schfs N west wind 

/ 
SCh/\saqw N hat 

/ See chAqw , ' fire '; -o?s/\ 

sch ' 

stick ; short stick carried by an initiated spirit dancer 
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sch' 

sch 111m?{n11s N prop . Chemainus . People of Chemainus Bay 

sch 'At N club , war club . A paddle- shaped club of stone , bone or 
heavy wood was the principal weapon for close combat . Each was about 
one foot long and attached to the wrist with a short thong (Barnett 
1955 :269 ; Gunther 1927 :268). 

se 

se'chs N ego ' s kin , parent ' s sibling ; classificatory uncle , aunt 

/ 
sechAng V intr . to be bitter , sour , unpleasant to taste ; to be painful 

se'l ?s V to bark 

/ - sel?s Unidentif . 

I t'Alq ' sel?s V 

Occurs in: 

to be waving See t 'Al?q ' a'st , ' wave ' 

/ 
sen Rel .-Interrog . Pron. who, one who, anyone, whose 

*mt kw ' se'n everyone 

*se'n ?A chkwAn? snb what is your name? : "whose name do you possess?" 

*txws/n Interrog . Pron . (?) whose 

stqt N woodpecker , Picidae . A common spirit helper for canoe-builders 
(Barnett 1955 : 111) ; the shaman often wore woodpecker feathers in his 
hair (Barnett 1955: 149~ 

/ - seqA+ Occurs in : 

to be outside 

*?Ase'q,dt A ?/\ Cl\ sil '¥yotxw we were outside the tent 

sesch11n N blood 

s/so N beach 

I setAng V pass . to be forced 

we were forced 

I 
sexwsAxw V to be lazy . Laziness was considered the worst of faults 



se 

and those who were consistently lazy were viewed as worthless people 
( Barnett 1955 : 141 , 248 ). 

/ 
seyela?qw11ng V intr . to tidy , put in order, straighten up 
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- se? ~ -e? ,.._,,_s Intent . suff . Indicates intent to act , certainty 
of outcome of action . May follow or precede pronominal subject suffix 

*q 11se?sxw you folks will (certainly) drown See q11s , ' drown ' 

/. *qw11ln1ikw11ltxwtt11se? we shall speak to them 

*?o? t Axw SA? J1? ?i? t xwAsa?ay?s/\n 

*t 1 sfts 11nse? I shall hit him 

·*?{t1insAnse ? I shall eat 

I shall be ready l ater 

se?ekw' V to remember Cp . he'?ekw', ' remember ' 

se'?et V tr . to lift 

lift your arm 

/ se?kwAq N carrots 

/. se?ng11 ch' N num . two hundred See -Ach ' 

/ se?qw1ng/\t V Dur . to be digging 

to be afraid , fearful , startled 

I.? . se S/\ Sl V to be cowardly , always afraid , terr ified 

se • 

s/. 111 s N hand , finger 

Sl\lse'0 l l\S N hands , fingers 

/ se •nAch N prop. immediate neighbours of the Songish to the north 

si 

si- Unidentif . Occurs in : 



* siye'?so V 
I ye? , ' go ' 

si 

to go across, over , f r om one place to another See 

/ sikwAt N sea cucumber, Sti chopus califor nicu s ; an edible mar ine 
invertebrate 

sil- Unidentif . 

s il ?e'yotxw N 

Occur s in : 

tent 

/ sill\ N ego ' s kin , second ascending generation ; classificator y 
grandpar ent 

s /\lsi? l11 N pl . gr andpar ents ; all one ' s gr andpar ents 

to stand , stand up 
,, 

s1.r/\ng V intr . 

/ *s1.rl\ngs xw (you) stand up ! 
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/ S/\Sl.TJ\ng V 

they are standing near you 

to be standing for a long time 

/ * S/\S1.i-1mgsxw you are st anding 

Occurs in : 

to be before (spatia l ) , in front of 

I / I 
*CJ\ nAkWA ?i? S/\SlTAngsxw ?/\ CA ?AslqAnttA you (sg . ) are standing 

in front of us 

s f t At Alkw11t N nightgown , pajamas 

siyisAng V intr . to play , play games , play with toys , make fun , 
ridicule ; entertain, perform (as , black face dancers) . Cp . hiylsAng , 
' chi l dren ' s play ' 

*siyasAngs11n they are making fun of me : "I am being ridiculed" 

1
. / 

S I\ 1yasl\ng V intr . to rape 

Occurs in : siyll kw Unidentif . 

to? siy/lkw humped 

siyAwAn N 

Si yAw?fo? N 

widow, widower 

spirit dancer ' s song 

magic See - iy/\w-

See - i yl\w-



si 

siyAxchA V to give gifts reciprocally , in return (as , between 
bride's family and groom ' s family) 

* si yAxchASAn 

si ?a ?l/\m{ ?ws N 

I give a gift in return 

right , right hand , side See -{?ws 

si?chAngAt N (geog . name) Oak Bay / Cp . chAnetch , ' oak tree' 
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si?e'm? N leader , rich , important , "big" man ; term of address : "sir, " 
May be used in greeting a woman , in addressing a group of people : 
"ladies and gentlemen" . Important personages in village but not chiefs 
in sense of being officeholders . Vlere looked up to as wealthy , 
prestigious , successful individuals whose personal qualities gave their 
opinions a measure of authority (Barnett 1955 :243- 245 ; Suttles 1966: 
169-173). 

God : "big man up above" 

si ?i ?/m? N pl . 
(under SA?e?chAn) 

high class people Cp . sAsA?lchAn, 'lower class' 

txwAsi?em? V Mutat . to become rich , become leader 

si?/tAn N hair 

si?it V to be real 

not real , unreal 

si?lAch V to find 

I found (it) 

shaman , religious practitioner 

si?sAT V to be above , up above , overhead, up ; on top ; high 

*s{?s,d si ?/m? God : "big man up above" 

*s{?s11-t snge'nAt mountain : "high rock" 

I I *s1 ?s1,-t tAngAXW uphill, heaven : "above earth" 

si?x{ngAr V Dur . to be teasing wool . An early step in preparation of 
wool 1or weaving or kn i tting . After the raw wool has been washed , it is 
separated by hand i nto small clumps so that foreign material (leaves , 
twigs, dirt) will either fall out or be more easily removed (Lane 1951 : 
18) . 

si ?x,(lAqAn N teased wool See - qM 



sk 

sk6kwAl N school (f . Eng . ?) 

school teacher 

I. skokwAlstAng V pass . t o be taught 

skw£ymA N red fish (N . W. ) 

skwe'chAl N day 

*tl 1 t? kwi-qAlit skwlchAl 

skw 

the fol l owing day 

I skwel/\ kW/\S N one who has been killed 
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*n/\ skwelAkWAS kwA 
killed" 

I killed someone : " (it is) my one who has been 

skwtlAkWASYAXW V pass . non-volit . (?) 
killed (accidental l y) 

I skweqAng N 

/ skwesAt V tr . 

flower , petal See 
/ - kweqAng 

to lie , tell a lie 

someone who has been 

skw/yAc ' N dog fish (N . W. ) , Squalus suckl eyi . Dog fish were not 
eaten because of a mythological association (Barnett 1955: 63) , but 
their oil was prized for medical purposes . It was rubbed on a woman 
in labor to ease the cont r actions and on the newborn infant (Stern 
1934 : 14) . 

skwe'? N 

skwe'yAS N 

possession ; thing possessed 

I skwAlkwAls N 

skw' cic 'A ± V 

slave I See - kwe? ,.._, 

Western Grebe , Aechmophorus occidental is 

skw' 

to be crooked 

I skw' atAng V pass . to be bathed See sikw 'At 



skw ' 

I 
skw ' e V to be unable ; to be incorrect , mistaken , wrong , at fault 

*skw ' { kwA nA sxt{t I can ' t do it 

*to? nit ?i? skw ' e kWA shtJngs he can't walk 

91 

skw ' ekw ' i? N pregnant woman : "one who fasts" See kw 1 e'kw 1 i? , 'hungry ' 

skw' es N sweat 
I 

See kw ' es 

small sea urchin , Strongylocentrotus drobachiensis 

skw' fs N advice , rules for behavior See kw 1fstAng , ' be given advice ' 

skw '/tA? N raven , Corvus~- Because of mythological associations , 
the raven was tabooed as food (Barnett 1955 : 63). 

skw' okw' ,( t A? N crow , Corvus brachyrhynchos . 

sl 

buttocks , hips, thighs See -Ach 

container ; thing which is full See - lee-

slt?lAt N ego ' s kin, in- law, first ascending generation , spouse 
living ; term of reference, father - i n- law, mother- in- law 

I SAlsAle?lA+ N pl . parents - in- law 

I sliqwAl? N that which is fine , smooth 
I shq ' owAliqw, ' baldness ' 

I. See qwAl?, ' smooth ' Cp . 

slAxll N A guessing game involving teams of players and distinctively 
marked gaming pieces of bone . Spectators bet on outcome of each 
attempt to guess (Barnett 1955 :262; Gunther 1927 :274 ; Stern 1934 :69- 70) . 

peace 

st-

I sr a?ngAt N herring , Clupeidae . Fish and their eggs were important 
as food ; fish also used for baiting trolling hooks . Caught mainly in 
late spring with aid of herring rake , t-/t'AmAn . 

- -- - ------~ -
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st 

ste'ni ~ -±eni ~ sf-1m11ch- N woman , female , wi fe 

*sr e'ni / l Apllll t nun : "woman priest" 

*sreni 
/ 

my daughter 0 1\ ng11nA 

*sr loi 0 1\ s{111 my grandmother 

*sre'oi 0 /\ sht,.. n?o{? my late mother 

late wife See - ?1,-. 

*chAsteni unmarried woman See ch A "'"" , ' Indefinite article' 

unmarried man See chA "', ' Indefinite art i cle' 

*sf-1\n l\chcil,d · N Dimin . little girl , girl 

stnte'ni N pl . women 

sr {ltxw N 

I stiqw N 

s±-ixws N 

I st q ' echAs 

si-il,-.xw N 

stlmAxw N 

I srt\ngAs N 

I smatl' N 

sme'c ' An N 

sme'nAsh N 

/ 
N smeyAs 

gift , present I See t1l, ' to give a gift' 

See Hl, ' to give a gift' 

meat 

N 

Wednesday 

Friday 

I See tixw, ' three' 

See tq ' ichAs, ' five' 

ice 

rain / 
See t AmAxw, 'to be raining' 

the plucki ng out of eyes See tAng-

sm 

one who has a stroke, is paralyzed by a 

one who is proud 

cigarette , tobacco See I -tme?ensh , ' to 

deer , Odocoileus hemionus columbianus 

stroke 

smoke ' 

Cp . / mAwAch , 

smE£?kwAr N bruise , sore , wound I See me?kwAt , ' hurt' 

'deer ' 
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srn 

smftA N spirit dance , winter ceremonials / See m1tA, ' possessed by 
spirit ' 

/ N Sffi /\CqAn brain 

/ Sm/\qw 111 N heron , crane ; probably the great blue heron , Ardea herodias 

SffiAqw ' eye ch N a pile See mAqw ' e , ' to pile' 

sn 

snas N fat , grease , oil , cold-cream / See nas , ' be fat ' 

- sn£w?At Occurs in : 

t o be inside 

*?Asnaw?,d t A ?11 t 11 siI?e'yotxw we were inside the tent 

snAsa'lAffi /lXW N 

snt?ch 1 0?11ch ' N 

butter / See nas , ' be fat ' 

hundred / See ne?ch ' o?Ach ', ' hundred ' 

sne't N night 
/ 

sne? N name / See ne? , ' named ' 

/ snAmetAng N commands , instructions , rules 

/ sn11nem11xw N prop . 
Vancouver Island. 

/ snAxshAn N toes 

Nanaimo . Group l ocated to north of Cowichan on 

See -sh/\n 

snJxwAt N canoe , automobile , car (f. Cowichan) Cp . ?itxAs , ' canoe '; 
kw ' ikwAt , ' fishing canoe ,; st ' ekwA, ' freight canoe ' 

*k'o?6ykw snfxwAt fishing canoe 

*le?et61A kwA nA sn/ xwAt my car is over there 

canoes 



/ sngenAt N 
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sng 

rock , stone 

mountain : "high rock" 

sngi?txwAn N ego ' s affinal kin, spouse living ; man ' s sister- in- law , 
woman ' s brother- in- law; sibling- in-l aw of opposite sex who may marry ego 
through mechanism of levir ate or sororate (Suttles 1960 :298~ 

I 
sng" s N Thursday 

/ 
See ngA s , ' four ' 

so 

Occurs in : - so Unidentif . 

siye'?so V to go across , over 
/ See ye? , ' go ' 

I sop N soap (f . Eng . ) 

sopAla'li N soapberry, Shepherdia canadensis (f . Eng . ) Ingredient 
in confection , sxwtsAm 

so? Pron. art . , fem . vis . Referent is visible to speaker . Occurs 
with emphatic pronominal forms when it is necessary to specify that 
the referent is feminine 

*so? n{-t she , her : "the feminine , visible one" 

*nf.t so? I xwangs she used to cry 

*so? n11 n{?riye? they, them : "the feminine , visible ones" 

all of them (fem . ) woke me up 

I , me ( fem . ) 

**?o? ?/sA so? xtit let me (fem , ) do it 

so?e'ch11n N 

sp6qw ' /I ng N 

I spatl 'Ang N 

chair 

sp 

foam , bubbles 

smoke from a fire (f . Cowichan) 
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sp 

I spcha N large Sechelt basket , closel y woven . Island Salish obtained 
many of their coiled baskets from the mainland groups (Barnett 1955 :123). 

/ *spApaCh/\ N small Sechelt basket , closely woven 
/. spe?es N bear (generic term) 

/ spe?esalAT N Dimin . 

/. spe?xw N fog 

/ spkw'Ang N 

/ 
Spl\XW N 

/ 
spAXW N 

dust , smoke 

bear cub See - a'l/\r 

I See pAkW' Ang , ' smoke ' 

I spxw11l11 N 

bread 

stomach 

wind / See paxw/\t , ' blow' 

sp' 

I 
sp'a? N Indian cheese , a delicacy made of ripened and smoked fish 
eggs and oil 

sq 

/ 
sqelAx N digging stick . This simple tool (a two and a half to three 
foot long wooden stick) aided in the gathering of roots , bulbs , clams , 
and some other marine invertebrates . It was mainly used by the women 
for their share of the subsistence pursuits (Barnett 1955:63). 

/ 
sqeq"q' N jail See q{q•, ' in jail ' 

/ sqeto N mythical sea creature ; great fisherman who is very lucky 

/ sqewAs N potato 

sqexe? N dog , Canis familiaris . A breed of small , white , wooly dogs 
was raised by many Coast Salish groups . Their wool was used in the 
production of valuable blankets and robes (Barnett 1955:96- 97). 

/ sqexe?al11 r N Dimin . puppy See - a'l.,d 

/ sqAlexe? N pl . dogs See - Al -
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sq 

I 
sqe?mAkw ' N devil fish ; squid , a cephalopod , gathered at low tide from 
beneath rocks . Were boiled or steamed and eaten or were used as bait for 
fish (Gunther 1927 : 198 ; Stern 1934 : 51). 

/ sqeng11t N south wind (N . W. ) 
/ sq1l11 ng V intr . to go out of Cp . no?{l1, ng, ' go into ' 

/ s 11 lq1lAng V intr . to go out of many times 

/ 
N (geog . term) Galiano Island sqseq 

I sqs1kvu s N a drowned 
/ ' drown ' person See qAs , 

/ 
sqAch,i. N catch (as, a cat ch of fish) 

we caught (fish) : "our catch ( of fish)" 

sqAle'lngAxw N tree, woods See - e"lng xw. There were spirits in trees , 
especially the cedar trees . A boy might obtain a cedar as his guar dian 
spirit and would then be a gifted wood carver (Stern 1934 :20) . 

/ sq,1 leng ,1xw N 

/ sqAl?ew? N 

/ sq11 mey/\ qs N 

blackberry (N . \V . ) , Rubus .§.22 • 

beaver , Castor canadensis 

dream 

"a special kind of tree" (N . W. ) 

/ sqAml\? N milk 
/ 

See qAJM? , ' breast ' 

sq11ng(nAs N people whose territory included Discovery and Chatham 
Islands (Hill -Tout 1907 : 307) 

sq" q/sAq N (geog . term) Swartz Bay 

/ sqAq/\wes N rabbit , probably Lepus §.P.Q • Rabbits are not found on 
Vancouver Island , although they are located on the adjacent mainland. 

/ 
sq ' ekw/\n N 

/ - sq ' ep/\t 

/ sq ' es .\ -t N 
' short of ' 

knee , leg 

/ 
See q 11\ p, ' gather ' 

sq ' 

that which is scarce , insufficient , not enough 
/ 

See q '"' s , 



sq' 

I sq ' qwAm N axe 

I 
SQ 11\ QWlQWl\ffi N p l. axes , lots of axes 

/ sq ' t Aleqw N roof 

I 
sq 'AmAl? N canoe paddle 

I 
sqwam" N 

SQW 

raspberry (N . W. ) , Rubus leucodermis 
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I sqwa?mAsh N prop . Squamish ; people whose winter villages were located 
along the r ivers at the head of Howe Sound . They joined t he late summer 
aggregation of Salish at the mouth of the Fraser River (Barnett 1955 : 31). 

I 
sqwa?t ' l\ n N bucket , pail 

I 
sqwel? N speech , talking I See qwel? , 'speak ' 

/ sqwinqwl\n N beads 

I sqwinAsAn N beard 

I 
N sqwAqw.d? sun 

I. I 
*kw ' e?ll\ s sqwAqwAl? sunshine : "hot sun" 

I / 
* xwtAq t i\ sqwAqwAl? sunset 

I sqwAt N blue grouse (N . W. ) , Dendraqapus obscurus 

sqw 1 £ngi? N head 

I 
sqw ' angAs N forehead 

sqw ' 

/ sqw ' a? N dead per son , animal, thing ; deceased spouse 
' dying ' 

/. See qw ' a?qw ' e , 

/ sqw' a?qw ' e N one who is very near death , a dyi ng or dead man ; paralyzed 
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sqw' 

person See qw 1 a'?qw 1 e , ' dying ' 

sqw' a'?qw ' AT N boi l s , infection ; gangrenous or necrotic t issue See 
qw ' a?qw ' e , ' dying ' 

I. 
sqw'a?qw '"P N wrinkles 

/ sqw' es N a severe bur n / See qw ' e , ' die ' 

/ sqw' eyel 11 sh N 

/ sqw' tdesh N 

/ sqw' I\ le?en? N 

/ sqw' /\ t V tr . 

dance , dancing / See qw ' eyelAsh , ' dance ' 

village / See qw 'A qw 'A nAkw,'1 , ' meet ' 

bird (generic ter m) 

one who is deaf , deaf person 

to stretch 

st 

/. Cp . le?nAng, ' hear ' 

-st V tr . suff . Occurs less frequently than transitivizing suffix / -t/ 

/ *±-qw' ast V. tr . to s l ap , strike , slap on t he face / See iaqw 'l\t, 
' slap lightly ' 

I 
*qw/\l Ast V tr . to boil 

/ *?angAst V tr . to give 

/ 
stamAsh N hero ; brave person endowed with supernatural power ; central 
character in a myth 

I - stakwAr Occur in : 

to be tight 

/ 
- stang At Unidentif . V tr . Occurs in : 

? AstlngAt Rel .-Interrog . pron . why , what 

/ staqw 'Ang N 

st£'?1o? N 

cough 

river 

what ' s the matter? 

why are you so angry? 

/ See taqw 'A ng , ' to cough ' 



st 

/ 
sta?tAlo? N little river 

sta?lAs N 

/. 
stek "n N 

ego ' s spouse ; term of reference 

stockings (f . Eng . ) 

Cp . t Alfs , 'married ' 

/. /. 
stelngAxw N medicine , supernatural healing power See -elngAxw 
This term probably refers to exorcism rather than a material remedy 
(Barnett 1955 :212~ 

/ 
steng Rel .-Interrog . pron . what , which , one which , that which 

*?o? nir ko? st~g something 

/ 
steskw~-t N one ' s back, the back of an object 

one who is near 

to be beside, near , close, next to 

he is beside me , close to me 
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we (fem . ) are standing close to you 

ste"xA-t N one who is wrong 

st{kw~n N ego ' s kin, sibling ' s or cousin ' s child ; classificatory 
niece , nephew 

t . / s 1q1w N 

all nieces and nephews 

horse 

stiqiw£1~± N Dimin . colt 
/ See - al,d 

s~ liq{w N pl. horses , many horses 

north wind 

/ stop N cooking stove (f . Eng . ) 

stq{ye? N wolf , Canis l upus . Wolf ' s superior hunting ability was con­
ferred on humans who obtained his favor in a supernatural encounter . 
Hunters of land mammals became wolves at death . Because of the mytho l ogical 
association , wolf meat was tabooed as food for humans (Barnett 1955 : 63 , 93). 

/ 
stAlqeye? N pl . wolve See - Al -

/ / 
*ngAn? stAlqeye? a pack of wolves 

/ 
St/\ID /\Ch N black ducks with long necks (N . W. ) 



Occurs in : 

milEflAm stf n?Aq j udge 

/ / 
skokwAl s tA n?Aq school teacher 

st 

- stxw See - txw "-', ' Causative (?) ' 

s t ' 

/ st ' aw,d .- N one who is thin , thin person 

heel See -,-1.ch 

/ st ' echAng N tide 

/. 
st ' ekwA N freight canoe 

st •e'i...m N 

/ st ' eqe N 

song 

bruise 

/ See t ' elAm, ' sing ' 

/ See t ' eqe , ' pur ple ' 

st 1 /?c ' Akw ' N l ight , dawn See t •/?-

st 1 /?nJ1i- N 

st •e'?t 1 0? N 

/. 
st ' e ?t 111 n N 

/ st ' iqAl N 

row , line , single file 

br i ght , brilliant obj ect 

shade 

mud , muddy place 

See t •h -

spirit See t 1 {?wi?1ir, 'pray ' 

stl' 
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st1 1 a't l '/\m N Interj . (?) 
expression of sat isfaction 

a matter which is acceptable , fine , all right ; 
/ See tl ' am , 'to be acceptable ' 

stl ' ciw,m N 

I stl ' c ' 1ng/\n N 

I stl ' el /\qAm N 

earspool , earring 

comb 

beast , monster ; powerful mythical animal 



stl ' 

/ 
stl ' etl ' q,.,±- N child (f . Cowichan) 

/. 
stl 'etl '" tl ' q,..±- N child ( kin) 

/ stl ',.. letl ' qAr N pl . children See - Al-

stl ' e?/sh;.n N 
' to feast' 

wedding , funeral , ceremonial feast 
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/ 
See tl ' e?esh" n , 

stl ' {tl'Ach' N tatoo . A thorn , snake tooth or sliver of shell was used 
to puncture t he skin and soot was rubbed into the wounds , usually a row 
or rows of dots on the hands , forearms and legs . Tatooing was costly and 
the mark of a wel l -to-do person (Bar nett 1955:74- 75 ; Gunther 1927: 231 -232). 

want , wish , need , desire ; liking , loving See -tl ' {? 
/. 

stl'pel?q"n N feathers See - q...n 

stl'fm,.,qw ' N pr eserved fish eggs Cp . t '/ mAqw', ' fish eggs ' . Fish 
roe was smoke-dried and stored in a deer paunch (Gunther 1927: 206) . 

tai l See -Ach 

/ 
st l 1

/\ XW N game , war that is lost 

S I\ Def. art ., fem . vis . 

*s" 
/ 

the (femal e) baby qeq 

*SI\ skwe'?s te'ns his mother 

*SI\ silni the woman 

sA- Unidentif . pr ef . Occurs in : 

S I\ 

/ See tl ' xw11 ,.,,_ 

Sl\le"?etl ' 
from speaker) 

V to live , reside , in that place ; 
See le? , 'distant ' 

/ 
S/\ ChAng V intr . to bleed 

nosebleed 

SAls,(xw V to disappear 

s f l ? V to be heavy 

be ther e (distant 



S/\ 

to be overcome with dizziness 

I 
Sl\rqw N hole, pit 

SAm- Occurs in : 

*simAxw Interj . (?) shut up! , expression of chastisement 

*sflm?ixw V to be silent, quiet 
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SAmi? N blanket . Blankets (aboriginally of goat or dog wool ; after 
contact, sheep wool blankets imported by the Hudson Bay Company) were 
important items of wealth , were prominently displayed at ceremonials 
and used for distributions . Blankets of lesser value were made of shredded 
cedar bark fibres (Gunther 1927 :219-220 ; Suttles 1960: 301). 

- s"n ~ -An Pron . subj . suff ., first pers . sg . 

I am watching (you) 

I got hurt 

I am waking up 

/ *kwA qw' eyAn if I die 

SAnlt Unidentif . Occurs in : 

kwAn? sAne't owe money 

sfnsAn N kidney , urine 

/ 
SAntos Occurs in : 

See kw'A n-

sfntos pli Holy Ghost (f . Chinook?) 

SAntl'o?ay?+ N prop . Indian name of informant's grandfather , Jimmy 
Chickens , who was impressed by the Spaniards and forced to serve on a 
ship . He escaped after three years and returned to his village . 

SA n?tl ' {?lo? 

/ s,rngAnet?s N 

Occurs in : 

Tuesday 

/ SAplll N bread dough 

thumb 

toe 

sAq{? N sockeye salmon (N . W. ) , Oncorhynchus nerka . Sockeye were 
regarded as the si?{m? of all fishes and the first caught in the reef 
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SI\ 

nets each year was accorded special r itual treatment (Gunther 1927 :203 ; 
Stern 1934: 43- 45 ). 

/ 
S l\qlW/\S N 

Jul y: "sockeye moon" 

trousers 

See chAn?-

to copulate 

- sAt V refl . suff . 

/. 
*ce?kwASAt to wash oneself See ce?kwAt , 'wash ' 

to cut oneself See tic ' , ' cut ' 
/ 

*xwchAs At to waken oneself 
/ See xwchAt , ' waken ' 

/ 
s Atx N halibut , Hippoqlossus stenolepis . Halibut were speared or caught 
from shore with hook and line or with line from a canoe . Women might 
assist with halibut fishing (Gunther 1927:201- 202). 

/ SAw?qAng V intr . to whisper 

I SAw?qtAl? N whisper 

/ 
V to hit S I\XS 

I ?o? s/ xs don ' t hit *?aw" s me 

- s11 ? See se? ,..,__, , ' Intentive ' 

s ?e?ch n N ego ' s kin , younger sibling 

younger sister 

s 11 sA?e'?ch,m N pl. low class , worthless peopl e : "little younger siblings . " 
Polite term for lower class people ; fictitious kinship extended to lower 
class Songish by those of upper class when it was advantageous to gain 
lower class aid or support (Suttles 1966 :174). Cp . si?i?em? , ' upper class ' 
(under si?em?) ; tsas , ' poor ' 

swciy?qe ;,,., -way?qe 

/ *chA sway?qe 

swe?q- N 

unmarried man 

/ / *sway?qe nl\ ngAnA my son 

sw-

man , male , husband 

See ch11 ~ , ' Indefinite article' 



sw-

*swiy?qe nA sl{?lAf- my father-in-law (spouse living) 

/ I 
*sway?qe nA shxwa?qw' a? my brother 

/ 
*sway?qe?L" late husband See -?l/\ 

I, / 
*xw11w?e? c11 chway?qe unmarried woman 

article' 

/ 
*swe?qal11+ N Dimin . little boy, boy 

/ s11way?qe N pl. men 

I 
swAqw' a?f- N wool of wild goat or dog 

SX 

sxt111m11s V to be grey- haired 

See ch/\'"'""' , 'Indefinite 

See -a'111 f-

sxtyxe N goose with red nose (N . W. ) , probably Anser albifrons 
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sxe'ch N food which is dried or smoked See xe'ch- . The most important 
foo-preservation techniques were air drying and smoking . By these means 
the considerable seasonal surpluses were stored away for use in seasons 
of scarcity . Fish , shell fish , meat, berries and some roots were 
prepared in this way (Barnett 1955 :59 ,62) . 

/ 
sxelqAm N steelhead salmon (N . W. ) , Salmo gairdneri 

I 
sxels N angel See xels 

sxt111m N fern . Fern leaves were used to line roasting pits , and were 
ritually prominent in ceremonies centering on girls at time of puberty. 
Fern roots were eaten . Families owned specific beds of fern plants 
(Gunther 1927 : 197 , 209 ; Stern 1934: 25; Suttles 1960:300). 

sxe'?es N one who is bad , cruel, terrifying , ugly ; bad behaviour, 
impudence ; bitter , sour taste See x/?s 

/ 
sx11t?eyotxw N hospital , infirmary 

/ I 
See XAf- , ' hurt ' ; -?eyotxw 

I 
SXJ\t V tr . 

I 
SX J\nfl N 

to push 

foot , feet , leg ; wheel 

sxA?e'nxw N frog 

sx?se'?e N grass 

/ 
See xAnA , 'to have feet' 
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sxw 

sxw- Unidentif . pref . Pertains t o second per s . pl . subj . pr on . May 
be combined with -helA or wit h ?{te? , ' to be here ' 

/ /. / 
*?o? mAkw ' sxw ?o? sxwhelA ?Asxway/\t you fol ks are awake 

*n{-t sxw?e"te?s ?A kwA schAne',n?xws this (her e) is your (pl . ) fishing 
ground 

- sxw ~ -xw """ -1\sxw Pron . subj . suff., second pers . sg . and pl. you 
(sg. ) , you (pl . ) , you folks 

Singular : 

you (sg . ) are following (me) 
,, / 

*yasxw ?o? kw 'A ntsxw you (sg . ) are always watching me 

you (sg . ) came 

Plural : may occur with second pers . pl . emph . pron ., n~kw{?liye? , with 
?e-te? , ' to be her e ', or with chAh{lA 

*tA nAkwi?liye? ?i? chtqwo?sAsxw will you folks light the fire? 

*t" ntJ<w{?liye? ?i? 1e"?Asxw ?" t A s il?e"yotxw 
the tent 

you folks were behind 

did he warn you folks (here)? 

you (pl . ) are going 

I - sxwayA± See xw{ ""' , ' waking ' 

/ sxwayxwe N Complex of mainly patr ilineal ly inherited privileges 
possessed by certain families among·sout hernGulf of Georgia Salish 
groups . Included right to display or wear distinctive costume and mask 
with bulging eyes and gaping mouth , and to perform a special dance at 
life crisis or naming ceremonies . Aboriginally , the sxwayxwe was never 
performed at winter spir it dances . Dancers , numbering not less than 
four , could be hired only by a person who had his own sxwayxwe (Barnett 
1955 :156-179) . It is not known if any Songish families possessed the ,, 
sxwayxwe. 

sxwe'sAm N Indian ice- cream ; pudding- like confection made of crushed 
soapberries , water , and sugar whipped with a bundle of maple leaves 

/ 
sxwexwAkw ' N crazy person 

sxwim/-t,\-i N prop . 
1907 :307) 

Esquimalt , a village of the Songish (Hill - Tout 

/ sxwingxwAng N ones who ta l k through their noses . According to informant, 
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sxw 

a group of Songish who lived around Craigflower School near the Gorge . 

sxwi?e'm? N fictional story 

I 
sxwoqAn N swan , Olor _§QQ., swan ' s down See - q n . A pregnant woman 
might be fed swan fat to aid in labor (Stern 1934 :14). 

I 
sxwAnengs N one which is like this , this is how it is 
' to be as it is ' 

I sxw1.wxwa?t1 s N thunder 

I s xwAwxwekw ' t t1 ng N 

/ s?a-tq11 N snake 

one who is very drunk 

s? 

/ See xw"neng , 

s?imAnA N (geog . term) Cowichan village at Duncan (Barnett 1955 : 21) 

cheeks 

s?,xw11 N butter clam , Saxidomus giganteus . This was considered the 
most edible of clams and was eaten fresh or steamed in a stone- lined 
pit (Stern 1934 : 47). 

one who is old , old person 

*kwts?ilAXW V Inch . to start getting old , grow old 

to grow very old 

I 
s ?Alel11 xw N pl . many old people 

s?{lAqS/\n N 

s?{-t1,n N 

arrow point 

meal , food / See ?1.-l/\n , ' eat ' 

I s?l\ttelngAXW N 
person or animal 

I 
s?A ltAn/\ng N 

body , soul , spirit ; animated or living part of a 
/ See -el ngr. xw 

berry, fruit (generic term) 



sh- Nominalizing pref . 

/ shap.'lt V tr . 

I 
shapAs V 

to whistle 

to whistle 

sh 

See s - ,,.__, sh-

shc 'Al?- Unidentif . Occurs in : 

abdomen 

bottom 

/ See - ell\ 

See -/\ch 
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shchotelA± N ego ' s in- law, first descending generation ; son- in- law, 
daughter - in- law 

shchAc ' /?en? N corner (of a room) 

garden , seed 

to be itched , scratched 

/ 
shes N sea lion , Eumetopias Jubata . Sea l ion hunting was not common 
among the Straits groups although those Salish in the Gulf Islands 
regularly hunted the large animals (Suttles 1952 : 13) . 

/ shesh,..m? N shallow (as , water) 

/ sheyA± N ego ' s kin , elder sibling ; elder brother , elder sister 

knife 

shi ye'V,mchAS N 

See - ,rn 

ring See -ch1,s 

sh{?shAch ' N bushes , forest 

shkokw{ws"t N heater , stove to give warmth 

/ shkw1shAng V intr . to drip 

I shkw 'An11s Ang N mirror , window See kw '/\n-

shlAme'l/\ N bottle 
/ /. 

See lem , ' rum ' ; -el" 

shl AqwA?- Unidentif , Occurs in : 

I shlAqwA?elA N pocket 

shmAkwEilA N grave See mekw ' 
I 

, 'to hold a funeral potlatch ' ; -el/\ 

I 
shmAt l\ qS/\n 
ology . In 
his mother 

N prop . Snot , a common character in Northwest Coast myth­
one Songish myth , shm"tJqs,..n is created from the mucus which 
collects from her nose as she weeps . 
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sh 

c l oud /. Cp . shxwe?sAt An, ' cloud ' 

I 
shne?Am N Indi an doctor . Pr obably a shaman especial ly gifted in healing 
and in causing illness . Illness often diagnosed as loss of soul and 
shnt?11 m might be retained to l ocat e and return the soul to the body , 
to restore health . Some ma l adies wer e caus ed by intrusive objects and 
here , too , the Indian doct or could remedy by blowing and sucking on spot 
until object was extrac t ed (Barnett 1955 : 149- 50 ; Stern 1934:75-76). 

edible portion of egg 

shoshok l\ l{ N pr op . Jesu s (f. Chinook?) 

I 
shpa l11 st V tr . to peel 

I shqa?As N tears 

/ shqell\ ch ' N 

" shqe?el ?Ach ' N 

hand- operated spindle See q/111 ch ', ' spin ' 

spinning spool See q/lAch ', ' spin ' 

/ shqitAs N head-band ; a kerchief or strip of clot h worn ar ound the 
forehead by init i ated spirit dancers 

I 
shqAt V tr . to finish , compl ete 

I shqAt Ang V intr . to be finished , completed 

/ 
shq ' epAm N gar den rake 

I shq ' owAllqw N baldness , bald-headed person / Cp . sliqwl\ l? , ' smooth ' 

shqwi ?qw/1? N 
' speak ' 

hired speaker who thanks with wealth / See qwel? , 

shqt1 / l?s N boiling basket See qw}111st , ' boil ' , Tightly- sewn coiled 
baskets were the water- tight containers used for cooking . Water in the 
baskets was raised to boi l ing temperature by dropping heated cobbles into 
the liquid (Gunther 1927: 223 ; Stern 1934: 90-92). 

I shqwl\ n?A N sea , ocean 

shsi?nAc ' N (geog . ter m) 
West Saanich 

Cp . qwa'tl ' qwa? , ' sea ' 

Saseenos Island , a smal l rocky islet near 

shs ..<qw11± N ego ' s step- parent 

*s:teni nA shs ,,(qwA± my step-mother 

/ / 
*sway?qe nA shsAqwAr my step- father 

shtihel11 N kettle , teapot 



shtt rnkw"s N 

sht/\n?ni? N 

/ shtAng V pass . 

/. / 
*ye? shtMg 

sh 

automobile 

ego ' s deceased parent 

my late mother 

to walk , s t ep 

to leave: "go walking" 

I / *skw' e kw11 shtAngs he is limping : "his walk is wrong" 

I 
kwrshtAng V pass . Inch . to start walking 

I shAt Ang V pass . to walk a lot; always wal king 

kw'i?shftAng V pass . to take many steps 

I shtl'p1?wl\ n N shirt 

/ shtl' AShAnAp N plough , tractor I See tl ' shAnAp, 

/ shAkw1shAng N waterfall 

/. shAlakw ' V to be round 

/ shAlshAleng V intr . to be thirsty 

to climb , climb uphill 

shAme'•n N enemy 

our enemies 

/ 
shAm/\1 Unidentif . Occurs in : 

my clothesline 

' plough ' 

- shAn Unidentif , suff . Occurs in forms pertaining to feet : 

/ *kwtayshAn N shoes 

big toe 

shf pAl N shovel (f . Eng. ) 

shAqna's V to finish (f . Saanich) 
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sh 

/ 

shAshkw'Am? V to swim 
/ / 

*ye? ?o? shAshkw'A m? to keep (go) on swimming 

shwA?sa?ay?is N behaviour , manners 

*?ay? shwA?sa?ay?is good manners 

to write , be writing 

shxwamAt An N cave . According to informant , caves were visited by 
young men hoping to hear "voices" of spirit cave-dwellers and thus 
acquire supernatural power 

shxwa?mAt N bed 

shxwa?qw' a? N ego ' s sibling ; brother , sister 

*kWA sway?qe shxwa?qw ' a?ttA our brother 

shxwa?lAqw'a? N pl . siblings 
/ / / 
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*se?sAsi ko? nit ?A CA shxwa? lAqw ' a?s he is afraid of his brothers 

shxwen?A V to speak about , refer to 

cloud / Cp . shnaw/\s , ' cloud ' 

shxwim- Unidentif . Occurs in : 

shxwim~l" N store 

shxwA- Unidentif . pref . 

See -elA 

Occurs in : 

location , terr itory, home 

shxwAl?mast n N mirror 

Seel~? , ' distant ' 

shxwM,?al?ch" s N trick , trick done with the hands , sleight of hand 
See -chAs 

shxw?~lAT N ego ' s affinal kin , spouse living ; sibling- in- law of same 
sex, man ' s brother- in- law, woman ' s sister- in- law 

shxw?iyAmAwst/\n N mask 
/ 

shxw?/\ xwis/\t N broom 
/ 

See xwisAt , ' sweep' 



-t V tr . suff. 

/ 
ce?kwl\t to wash 

*h~ "'"t to smell 
,, 

~kw' ~"t to count 

/ 
q,-.let to repeat 

,, 

t 

-M·t' Mt to h.:. t , club , beat ; to break , throw 
/ 

* xwtql\t to shut 
, 

taq,-, '" ng V .intr . to cough 

cough 
/ 

staqwr, ng N 

whooping cough 
,, 

tay"t Un.ident· t . V. tr. Occurs in : 

up river 
/ 

tekwAs V to buy 

money t . Eng . ) 

some money 

animal See -Ql\n 

t~n N mother ; term of reference 

my mother 
I / nl\ skwe?s tens his mother 

late mother See - ?l" 

mother; term of address 
/ 

teyo?q"n N mourner : "one who cuts his hair . " Close relatives of a 
deceas d person cut their hair to the shoulders , painted their faces 
with red ochre , and fasted for four days . Taboo per· od ended with 
ritual bathing (Barnett 1955:216-21 ; Gunther 192 :25 ; ~tern 1934 :36) . 

eight 
/ ,, 

t~,s"s ne?ch' ?" h' eight hundred 
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/ 
*tA?SATShe? N num . eighty 

eighteen 

evening , night 
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t 

/ / 

*te -ngAn ?irAn evening meal Cp . - ngAn Aboriginally , only two 
meals were eaten each day (Barnett 1955:60) 

/ / 

*?Ati?A te •ngAn tonight , this evening 
I / 

ti? See ?Ati?A,..._, , ' Demonstrative pronominal ' 
/ I 

ti?r.. See ?Ati?A,...,, 'Demonstrative pronominal ' 

to? Pron . art . hyp . Occurs with second person pl . , and third pers . 
sg . and pl . , emphatic pr onominal forms 

I 
*to? nir he/she , him/her , it : "the hypothetical one" 

**to? ni± ?o? ?~±e? he is right here 
/ 

*to? nAkwi?liye? you (pl. ) , you folks : "you hypothetical ones : 
/ 

*to? nt..ni ?-ti ye? they, them : "the hypothetical ones : 
/ / 

-lHt-to? nr..ni?riye? ?i? ±c ' isAt they cut themselves 

/ 
tsas V to be poor 

/ 
tshi?qw"ng V intr . 

I 
*tshi?qw"ngsAn 

to comb hair 

I combed (my) hair 
/ 

tshAl?qAn V to car d wool . An intermediate step i n preparation of wool 
for weaving or knitting. After washing and teasing , the wool is carded 
between two wooden paddles faced with wire teeth . The paddles are drawn 
against one another with long strokes until the clump of wool is soft 
and fine (Lane 1951 : 18) . 

h 
I . 

ts Amay1s" n N saliva 

t A Def. art . hyp . 

I / 
*chakw/\s t schAsaqws he wore ( t he) his hat 

/ / . / 
*mt\kw ' t A srnr eni ?o? xwang all the women were crying 

/ / 
*mAkw ' tA sr..way?qe ?o? kwi?wr..n?tAl all the men were fighting with 

each other 

/ 
*tA qeq the baby 
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t 

- t A See ttA~ , ' Pronominal subject and possessive pronominal , fi r st 
person plural' 

I 
t .... chAXWAle -n N troub l e 

I / 
t " kwl\wxw~ t AwxwA- N num , nine 

/ / 
*tAkwAwxw ne?ch ' o?Ach ' nine hundred 

I 
*tAwxwArshe? N num . n inety 

/ / 
?apAn ?i? kwt AkwAwxw nineteen 

I 
t Alas V to be married ; to be a married couple / Cp. sta?lAs , ' spouse ' 

t ~mAr N red ochre . Applied on a base of animal grease , red ochre was 
used as face paint by shamans . On ritual occasions , men , women , and 
children over six painted their cheeks ; r ed ochre may have been used 
everyday as a cosmetic , also (Barnett 1955 : 74; Gunther 1927 :231) . 

north-west wind (N . W. ) 

- t Ang V pass . suff . 

I 
*hay?tAng 

Indicates passive voice 

/ 
*rqw'astAng 

to be dischar ged 

to be helped 

to be slapped / 
See raqw"t , ' slap ' 

I 
*t ' sAt Ang to be hit , beaten , clubbed 

,, 
*?angAstAng to be given 

earth , fields , garden 

/ 
chtAng"xw N farm See ch-

gooseberry , Ribes .!IQQ• 

/ 
t " s V to arrive , get to , reach ; land (as , birds) 

*cA sqw 'A l~sh ? i ? t~s ?A CA sqAl~lngAxw 
trees 

the birds landed in the 

I 
t Axw V 

we got to the canoes 

to be late , to be later 

to intend to be late See - se?~ , ' Intentive ' 

I shal l be ready l ater 



/ 
t Axwac' N 

t 

bow and arrow 

txw- Unidenti f . pref . Occurs in : 

txws~n Rel. - Interrog . pron . whose 
/ See sen, 'who' 

/ / 

*txwsen Cl\ ?e?lAng whose house is that? 
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-txw~ -xw~ -stxw~ -istxw Caus . ( ?) May indicate action which is 
caused to happen ; may also imply imperative 

don ' t (you) worry! 

/ 
*hay?txw to wean : "to cause to finish" 

/ *ql\lllA?stxw to nurse a baby 

*qw~lAstxw le?e boil this ! 

I 
*qwAlnAkwAltxw to cause to speak together 

/ 
*t ' SAt A.stxw hit him! break it ! 

/ 
*xwiyel?qAngistxw 

txwaxwA Unidentif . 

to return something borrowed ; repay a loan 

Occurs in : 

/ / / / / 
*nir tl 'Aqte?T kwA nA men txwaxwA kw/\ sway?qe nA silA 

is taller than my grandfather 

*ch~?i txwaxwA so? niT 
I 

txwinsAtAs Unidentif . V 

they worked over her 

Occurs in : 

my father 

/ / / ;: 
?awAnA sen xchit kw/\ txwinsAtAs kw~ no one knows where he has gone 

txwA- Mutat . pref . Indicates non-volitional , and relatively abrupt, 
change in quality or action : "become, change into , turn into , be converted 
into" 

*txwAch,?i to start to work (after having not worked) 

I 
*txwACh"q to become big , large ; to flood 

I 
*tXW/\Sa?ay? to get ready, become prepared 

. / 
*tXWASl ?em? to get rick , become leader 

I 
*txwAstl ' elAqAm to turn into a monster 

/ 
*txwAsxeTA.± to get sick, fall ill 
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t 

I 
*txwA?ay? to get well, recover from an illness : "become good" 

I 
txw~ngitAn N guest 

t' 

t ' ~kw' N home 

I 
t ' at'"t"m N flea 

t ' ~?xw N fir tree , Pseudotsugo taxifolia 

I t ' chAtAng V Pass . to get stabbed, pricked 

t'ch~SI\S V to be pointed , sharp , thorny, to give slivers 

t •6ch/\q' V to be angry, to get angry 

he got very angry 

/ 
t'At'eyAq' V to be angry (Informant suggested that the reduplicated 

form would be used teasingly) 

/ kwtt'At'eyAq' V Inch. to start to get angry 

/ st'At'ey" q' N 

I t ' ech'sAng V intr . 

t ' ~lAm V to sing 

anger 

she pretended to be angry 

why are you angry? 

to be at the nape of the neck 

always singing 

kwtt'~lAm V Inch . 

st'elAm N song 

t •~n?tAn V to arrive 

to start singing 

t ' ~qe N salal, Gaultheria shallon ; an evergreen shrub with an edible 
purple berry which was gathered and dried for winter use; purple, 
bluish-purple ; black and blue ; bruise 

/ chAn?t ' eqe N August : "salalberry moon: See chAn?-



I st'eqe N 

I 
t'eqe? N 

t' 

bruise 

bladder , liver 
I 

t ' ct '" kwl\n? N bee , wasp Gp . t''t'AkWAl?, 'lightning' 

to be light , to get light 

to be lightning 

st ' ~?C 'l\kW N light , dawn 

st •'e?t ' o? N bright, brilliant object 
I st ' e?t 'An N shade 

t ' e?et V tr . to taste 
/ 

t ' e?lAqw N strawberry, Fragaria film· 

t ' e , lo N arm , wing 
I 

t ' i ?wi ?,vi V to pray 
I 

st ' i ?wi ?,..-1- N spirit 
I 

*st' i?wi?l\t pip,- bible : "spirit book" 

st ' i?wi?l\t?eyotxw N church : "spirit house" 
I 

t ' kwinAs V to choke 
I 

t ' q /\S N rock cod (N . W. ) , Scleroparei 

forest (N . W. ) 

I 
t ' s" t V tr . to hit , club , beat ; break , throw 

-i<t' s~tsAn kw/\ I broke it 
I I I 

*?Ati?I\ i"ningAT ?i? t'sAtttA we were hitting (you) 
I 

kwit ' sAt V tr . Inch . to start hitting ; to b~ going to break 

I *kw:tt ' S/\tsAn I am going to break it 
I I 

*to? nAni?tiye? ?i? kwtt ' s~t they started clubbing 

I 
t'sAlA V to hit ; break 
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t ' 

I hit no one 
/ 

t ' sAtsAnse? V tr . Int ent . I shal l hit ; I shall break 
I 

t ' sAt Ang V pass . to be hit , clubbed , beaten , (but not ' to be 
/ 

broken , thrown ' See ?Ast ' esA±, this entry) 

/ 
*t I Sl\t AngsAn they hit me : "I was hit by them" 

they hit you : "you were hit by them" 

you hit them: "they were hit by you " 

to hit ; break 

I 
t ' s ... t Astxw V Caus . (?) to cause to hit ; to cause to br eak 

/ 
*t ' sAt Astxw kwA 

I 

throw it ! 

t 'AsnAxw V tr . non- volit . 
(accidentally) 

to hit (unintentionally) ; to break 

I 
*t I i\ SOI\XwttA we broke it (accidentally) 

I 
?Ast ' esAr V Stat . to be broken , to be thrown (See t ' s~t ,-ng , 

V pass . , this entry) 

I 
t 'AlngixwtAng V pass . to be baptized 

I 
t 'Al?q ' ast V tr . to wave 

I t 'Al?q ' ast,-ng V pass . to be waved at 

someone is waving at me : " I was waved at" 

/ t 'Alq ' sel?s V 

I 
t 'Al Ang V intr . 

I 

to be waving 

to die 

kwtt ' 11 l Ang V intr . Inch . to be going to die , starting t o die ; 
to be dying 

I 
*kwtt '11 !Ang kwA he is already dead 

/ I I 
*kw" mens t o? nAni?tiye? ?i? kwtt 'AlAng 

/ 
kwH? t '" l " ng a dying man See ?i ? ~ 

their father is dying 

I 
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I 
t 1A m-'qw 1 N fish eggs , roe (f . Cowichan) Cp . stl '"m" qw ' , ' pr eserved 
roe ' 

to make sparks 



I 
t 'Anga?Ang V intr . 

I 
t 'AngsAnAt V tr . 

/ 
t •~ngAn N wall 

t ' 

I 
to swim Cp . shAshkw 'A m? , ' swim' 

to braid hair 

I 
t 'A qWAm N thimbleberry , Rubus parviflorus 
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t 'Axwq ' elAtngAn N second meal of the day See -ngAn, Only two meals 
a day were served in aboriginal times (Barnett 1955 : 60) 

I / 
t 'xAng ,.,_, t 'XNnA- N num . six 

I I 
*t 'xAng snech ' o?Ach ' six hundred 

I 
*t 'xArnArshe? N num . sixty 

sixteen 

tl ' 

tl ' alnAch Occurs in : 

I . I *tl ' alnAch ch1yAwAn fully initiated dancer 
I 

tl ' am N kelp , Nereocystis l uetkeana . Parts of the kelp were eaten 
(Gunther 1927 : 198) and parts(~., stal k , bulb) were used for lines 
and containers (Carl 1963: 18) 

tl'~m V Interj . (?) to be acceptable , all right , fine ; yes , okay ; 
expression of assent in reply to a question 

I 
tl ' amtxw V Gaus . (?) Interj . (?) that is enough ! stop it ! stop 

talking !; expression of reproof , scolding 

stl ' ,tl '~m N Interj . (?) a matter which is acceptable , fine , 
all right ; expression of satisfaction 

I ?Astl ' atl 'Am V Stat . to be conditionally acceptable 

I tl ' a?as V to meet 

/ I 
*ye? tl 'a?as he goes to meet (someone) 
I 

tl'a?sAt V ref l ex. 

I tl'ches N island 

to stop oneself 



tl ' 

/ 
tl 'Atl ' echAs N small island 

tl ' ch11Ang V intr. to sink to the bottom 
/ 

tl'chAl AngistAng V pass . 

/ 

to be sunk 

tl ' ech td:· V to be below, beneath , under, at the bottom 

I / 
*tl ' echAt ?A CA qwa? under water 

I 
tl ' ekwAxAn N Canada goose , Branta canadensis 

tl ' ~lAS V to walk backward 

I 
tl ' e+Ang V intr . 

I I *tl ' elAng qwa? 

to be salty 

salt water 

I tl ' eqt V to be long 

I / 
*tl ' eqt la?sAn tray : "long plate " 

I / *tl ' eqt t qelch January : "long moon" 

I tl ' eqtesAn black fish , about six feet long (N . W. ) 

I 
tl 'Aqte?t V to be taller , longer 

I 
*hay?Al? tl 'Aqte?t 

I 
tl 'es N be 11 y , bowe 1 s 

I I 
*kwe?AxA ng CAn? tl'es 

I 
tl ' esAt V tr . 

I 
tl ' etl 'Ap ' t An N 

to tie 

skirt 

to be tallest , longest 

defecate , move bowels 

I 
tl ' eyAQAS N big box. Boxes or chests of cedar were used for the 
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storage of valuables and for some kinds of dried food . The four sides 
of the box might be formed by a single kerfed and bent plank or might 
be built of separate pieces joined with pegs of wood or bone (Gunther 
1927 : 224) 

little box 

my mother had a stroke, also 
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tl I 

I 
tl ' e? Unidentif . Occurs i n: 

to be going away 
I 

tl'e? kwtqAl t kw~ hAl the following day 

tl'e?tshAn V to feast , invite to a feast . An intrahousehold or 
intra :11ag~ gathering at which the host shared an unexpected surplus 
of fo Was often us d as the occasion for specially observing a life 
crisis rite (Suttles 1960:298). 

I invite (the~) to the feast 

stl ' e?6sh"n N wedding , .·uneral feast ; ceremonial feast Cp . / 
11 'l\r" q , ' p tlatch ' 

I 
ll ' e?l Ach V to be blind 

/ 
tl'e?sAng V intr . to deny 

/ 

tl'i h/\ t V tr . to pounce , sneak up on 
I 

tl 'Ach ' t Arg V pass . to be pounced upon, attached by surprise 
I 

tl ' iyAw? V to run away 
I 

t 1 ' i"' 1 '/\W? V to be running away 
I 

t I ' V to be difficult ~ l 

/ 
- tl I i? Occurs in : 

*cht •f See c A ~ ch-, ' Indefinite articl e ' Occurs n : 
I / 

-IHl?aw"n" s~n chtl ' i? ko? niT no one likes him 

*stl ' l? N want , wish , need , desire ; liking , loving 
/ 

* · nA stl ' i?sxw I like you : " my liking you" 

/ 
tt. Stl Ii ?ttA 

/ 
tl ' pAxt V tr . 

I 

I always liked you 

we need (it) : "our need" 

spill , scatter 

tl'p"xAng Vin r . to spi 11 over 

tl ' sh{qv, V to miscarry , abort (in pregnancy) 

to plough 



/ 
tl '" cech" n N 

/ 
tl 'Achqen.-..ng V 

/ 
t l'Akw ' V to 

I 
*tl 'Akw ' C A 

belt 

intr . 

t l' 

plough , tractor 

to go downhill 

go out , die out (as , fire) 
/ 

schAqwo?sA the fire went out 
I 

tl ' kw 'At V tr . to extinguish , put out (a fire) 
I I 

*tl ' kw ' AtttA CA schAqwo?SA we put out the fire 
/ 
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tl 'A nAq V to ho l d a potlatch , a cer emonial distribution of gift s . 
This was an intcrvillage gathering at which the household or vil l age , 
as host , gave away wealth :n order to pay guests for witnessing some 
event -- usually a change in status of some member of the host ' s 
fami l y , assumption or bestowal of an hereditar y name or privilege 
(Suttles 1966 : 170-171 ~ 

tl ' ,Mq?6yotxw N long house in which the potlatches were held 

potlatch I 
Cp . t l' e?eshAn, ' feast ' 

/ 
tl 'Atl ' ay?Ach ' V to be short , shorter 

/ I 
*hay?Al? tl 'Atl ' ay?" ch ' to be shortest 
I 

tl '/\~tl 'A V 

/ 
tl 1 /\ XW V 

/ 

to be very snall 

to be hard , stiff 

tl 'Axwtl '11. xw N 

/ / 
tl I X WA - ~ -tl I /\XW 

oyster , Ostrea lurida 

Occurs in : 

to win 

/ 
tl 'xwAt ~ng V pass . 

he won the game 

t hey won the war 

to be defeated , beaten 
/ I 

*tl ' xwAt l\ngttA ?A to? nAni?tiye? 
by them" 

they beat us : "we were defeated 

I 
stl 'A xw N 

game or war) 
loss , defeat ; thaL which ls lost , defeated (as , a 

/ • I 
*stl 'A xw ?A c~ siyasAngs 

by his game" 
he lost the game : "that which is lost 
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tl I 

we lost the war ; "our loss oy the war" 

Un1ctent1f . suff . Occurs i n: 

bUt1:0CK!:i 

I 
*stl 'Ape?nAch N 

*shch~?tAnAch N 

-Ach ' Num . suff . 

tail 

bottom 

Occurs in : 
I 

*ne?ch 'o?Ach ' N num . one hundred , hundred 

two hundred 
I 

*se?ngAch ' N num . 

-A l - Pl . infix Indicates plurality with some nouns 

I *qAlAq ' el?s N policemen , lots of policemen 
' policeman ' (under qt§q ', ' jail') 

I 
See q"q'el?s, 

/ *sqAlexe? N dogs I 
See sqexe? , ' dog ' 

/ t· / *st/\liqiw N horses See s 1q1w, 'horse' 
I xstAlqeye? N wolves I 

See stqeye?, 'wolf' 

May refer to cl othing Occurs in : Unidentif . infix 

/ 
*cAkWAlkwAt /\ng V pass . 

I See ce?kwAt , ' wash ' 
to be washed , laundered (as , clothing) 

nightgown , pajamas 

-"l? Unidentif . suff . Occurs in : 
I *c 'am?Al? V 

I 
*ch 'Ame?Al? V 

to be bony 

to be thin 

I 
See c ' am? , ' bone ' 

I *hay?Al? V 
' finish ' 

to be in a superlative state or condition / ? See hay ., 

I *kwAnengAt Al? V to be helpful See kwAn~ngAs , 'give help' 
~ * sllqw11l? N that which is fine , smooth 

I 
See qwAl? , ' smooth' 



I 
*?ay?l\ l? V 

/\ 

to be all right , fine , good , okay 
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See ?~y?~ , ' good ' 

-An See SAD"" , 'Subject pronominal suffix, first person singular' 

-1\ n Nominalizing suff . Combines with verb stems to indicate a tool 
or implement for performing the action of the verb 

sewing needle See ch ' ~c •~ , ' sew' 
I 

*kw nisAn N 

I 
*±Al t An N 

( 
*sh1p/\n N 

button , fastener 

canoe bailer 

knife 

/ 
See kwMAt , ' hold ' 

-ASXW See - sxw ,.._, , ' Pronominal subject suffix , second person ' 

w 

I 
wat-txl\ s V to croak ; March : "when the frogs are croaking" 

I -way?qe 
I 

See sway?qe~ , 'man' 
/ 

wik N week (f , Eng . ) 
I 

wiq s V to yawn 

/ xachl\ N lake , pond , marsh , swamp 

X 

/ xarAS V to eat in a group (f . Cowichan) 

x~q • N sawbill (N . w. ) , Merginae 

xaw?- Occurs in : 

/ xaw?sall\kWAi" new , novice spirit dancer 

/ 
xaw?As V to be new 

/ 
xchit V tr . to know, find out , learn 
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X 

/ 
xchAnAxw V tr . non-volit . to know, understand , comprehend 

/ 
xchAngin V to think , have ideas, thoughts, memories 

/ / 
*?o? txwA?ay?Al? nA xchAngin I forgive : "my memories become better" 

/ I 
*xl\T xchAngin to feel sorry , sad ; to have painful thoughts 

/ 
xech- Occurs in : 

I . xechAng V 1ntr . to dry 

I I 
*xechAng sngenAt drying rock for fish 

very dry 
I 

sxech N dried , smoked food 
I I 

*sxech kwit ' shAn 

?Asx~chAt V Stat . 

dried or smoked spring salmon 

to be dried 

/ 
xechAt V tr . to scratch with the fingernail ; to claw 

I 
xelAx V to be at war ; to battle 

x~?el?Ax V to be always at war 
/ 

sxelAx N war , battle 
I 

xels Occurs in : 

x~?els N Jesus , Great Spirit , God , Transformer . Before there were 
people like today , there were the 'real people .' When they became 
corrupt, x~?els changed them into animals and inanimate things (Stern 
1934 : 18). 

I 
sxels N angel 

/ 
xe?xe Occurs in : 

I 

Good Friday 
/ 

xe?xeinet Sunday 

xe?lo? N ladle 
/ 

xe?s Occurs in : 

I xe?sAl? V to be dangerous, terrible 

nightmare ; terrible dream 
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X 

/ 

sxe?es N one who is bad , cruel , terrifying , ugly ; bad behaviour , 
impudence ; bitter , sour taste 

/ 

*sx~?es skwechAl storm , bad day 

*h~y?Al? sxe?es to be the worst 

sx6?esAl? V to be use l ess , worthless 

xi xAxA V to be ashamed 
/ 

XiXWI\ N large sea urchin~ Stronqvlocentrotus franciscansus 

humming- bird , (N .W.) , Trochilidae 
I 

xoxtAle? N 

xp~ N cedar tree , Thuja plicata . This tree suppl ied a great many 
materials for Songish manufactures : woodfor house timbers and planks , 
canoes, boxes , masks ; bark fibres for basket s , mats , blankets , robes ; 
bark for canoe -bailers ; inner bar k for food . Branches were used in 
some rituals . The spirit in the cedar tree gave wood-working skill 
to carvers (Stern 1934:20). 

I 
xq 'Akwe?nAng V intr . to complain 

I 
xtit V tr . to do 

/ / 
*?o? ?ASA so? xtit let me do it 

/ / 

*xwangsAn ?i? ?o? xtit I can do it : " I am crying to do it" 
I 

*xtitsAn 
I 

I did it 

sxtit N doing ; that which is done 
/ / 

*skwe? kwA nA sxtit I can ' t do it : "my doing is wrong" 
/ 

xt ' ekw' V to carve , make carvings of wood 
/ 

sxt 'Akw ' N a carving , carved figure 
I 

XAt ' kw ' ingAi V Dur . to be carving 
I / 

*xAt ' kw ' ingA± co? nit 
/ 

*xAt ' kw ' ingAisAn 

/ 

wood carver : "he is carving" 

I am carving 

you are carving 

sxAt ' kw ' ingAi N welcome figure . Carved poles of the Coast Salish 
were distinctive , large male figures with arms outstretched in front . 
They were placed at the long house entrance as a sign of welcome . 
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X 

/ 
xAt ' kw "Al? V to be carved 

/ 
SXAt ' kw 'A l? N a carving 

/ 
XAkwaq ;At V tr . to open 

/ 
xAl Ach ' t V tr . to twist , turn 

/ 
XAl Ach ' sAt V refl . to turn oneself 

I 
xAl?tAn wands ; sticks with supernatural power which a shaman used in 
healing rituals . The wands were passed over the patient ' s body to 
draw out the source of his ailment . 

I 
X /\T V to be hurt , to get hurt , to have pain 

I / 
*xAi- qw ' es he is badly burned 

*x~i- t A ch~nAs tooth ache 
/ I 

*x"i- xchAngin to feel sorry, sad : "to have painful thoughts" 

I got hurt 

I 
SX/\T N fever , sickness 

I 
sxrd ·?eyotxw N hospital , infirmary i "house of sickness" 
I 

xei-1\i- V to be sick , in pain , to ache ; to suffer ; to worry 

I / 
*xei-1\i- ?A c~ i-qelch ' menstrual period 

I I 
*xe±"r tAn? sc ' am? arthri t i s , rheumatism 

I *xeiArS/\ n I am sick 

I 
sxer/\t N sickness , disease 

/ txw/\sxer/\r V Mutat . to fall ill, become sick 
/ 

xrilAkw/\ s V to suffer 

I 
x/\net V tr . to say , tell 

I 
xAnet .... ng V pass . to be told 

/ 
XAn/\ ng V int r . to say , tell ; to say something untrue 



I 
xAnAXW V tr . non-volit . 

/ 
X/\n/\ V to have feet , wheels 

footprints 
I 

ixA nAkwAn N floor 

I 
xAxe?nt- V to have legs 

)( 

to repeat 

I 
sxAnA N foot , feet , leg; wheel 

/ 

XAnxMi t/\l N black face dancer . The black face dancers were a 
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secret society whose members acted as vigilantes to prevent shamans 
from using their power to harm others . Could punish by death anyone 
who used magic for evil , Membership was by invitation and initiates 
imitated killer whale, crawling about and pretending to search for food . 
Both men and women belonged (Barnett 1955: 285- 287 ; Stern 1934:86- 87)• 

I 
XAsi?nAng V intr . to swear, curse Cp . X/\net, 'say' 

I 
XAsh11.n N trap; animal or fish trap 

I 
x,..wxwet V tr . to imitate 

I 
X"Xl\melAs N hawk 

xw 

-xw See -sxw""' , ' Subject pronominal suffix , second person ' 

-xw See - txw~ , 'Causative(?)' 

I 
xwang V intr . to cry 

*xw~ngsAn ?i? ?o? xtit I can do it : "I am crying to do it" 

/ I *ni"t so? xwangs she used to cry 

I V intr . xwl\xwang to be crying 

I XWA?ang V intr . to cry continuously 

I xwangAn N neck 

/ xwayl\m \/ to sell 

I 
xwa?wem? N stream , brook 
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xw 

xwch~tAS V to attack 
/ / / 

*ye? xwchetAs t A schene •n?xw 
fishing 

they were going to attack the (men) 

I 
xwchAt V tr . to waken , arouse 

/ 
xwchAsAt V refl . to waken oneself , wake up 

I 
*xwch" s"ts n 

/ 

I woke up 

wake me up ! See - ch±-

xwch/\t l\ng V pass . to be awakened 
/ 

*xwch/\ t /\ng SI\ n he wakens me : " Iam awakened (by him) " 

he wakens us : "we are awakened (by him) " 
I 

xwch/\tl\ s V to waken 
I / / 

*mAkw' so? nAni?riye? ?o? xwchAt As 
/ I 

xwe~ -xway- V to be waking up 

I *xwesAn I am waking up 

all of them (fem. ) woke me up 

I 
*xwekwAche we are waking up See - kwAche 

I 
xwes" n/\l? V I was waking myself up 

/ 
- sxway"T Occurs in : 

I 
?Asxway"r V Stat . to be awake , to stay awake 

/ 
*kwto? ?Asxway/\T V Inch . to start to be awake 

/ 
~kwto? ?/\sxway"rsxw you are starting to wake up 

I *?AsxwayAtsAn I am awake 

/ 
*?AsxwayATSXW you are awake 

/ xwel V 

we are staying awake all night 

to throw, throw away , discard 
/ 

xwe l t xw V Caus . (?) to cause to be thrown away , to cause to be 
discarded 

xw~?lAm N fishing line , rope , thread 



I xwe?ll\m V to ride 
I 

?Axwe?lAm V Stat . 
I 
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xw 

to be riding 

xwil?tAs V to distribute gifts at a commemorative potlatch held one 
year after a person ' s death 

/ 
xwil?tl\se? V Intent . to intend to distribute gifts at a commemora-

tive potlatch See se?......, , ' Intent ive ' 

*kw sw,y?qe nA shxw£?qw ' a? ?i? xwil?tAse? 
?Att61ngAxw my brother will distribute gifts 
at the commemorative potlatch 

. I h xw1qec Ang V intr . to joke 

I / kso? m~kw ' steng ?A t A 
to all the (fem. ) people 

I 
xwisAlenAxw V tr . non-volit . October: "the leaves are falling" 

/ 

xwisAt V tr . to sweep 

I 

/ 
shxw?"xwisA.t N 

I 

broom 

? xwi SAt V tr . Stat . to be sweeping 

XWi XWAng V intr . to leak from a container 

~ / *xw1xwAng t A nA sqwa?t 'An my bucket leaks 

fly , house fly 

to repay, replace , r eturn , put back 

xwiy~l?q"ngistxw V Gaus . (?) 
a loan 

to return something borrowed ; repay 

/ xwkwaqAt V tr . to open 

/ 
xwkw'At V tr . to pull 

/ 
xwlA.kAli t V tr . to lock 

xwlAm~tchA N (geog . term) 

I 

See lAkl\li , ' key ' 

village near Kuper Island 

/ xwmAtasAng V intr . to make the sign of the cross 

/ xwsay?q'Am N (geog . term) a Saanich village at Patricia Bay 

I 
xwsa?cAch V to stutter 

,I 

XWSql\ler V to be loud 
/ / I 

*?awAs ?o? ?An?Ano? xwsqAlet don ' t talk so loudly 



/ 
xwtAq Unidentif . Occurs in : 

sunset 

I 
xwstl'Ach Unidentif . Occurs in : 

bowl , dish 
I I 

xwstl'/\Ch la?sAn 

xw 

I xwsAlAtAng V pass . to get blistered 

I 
xwtewAl V to be north, northern , in a northerly direction 

I 
xwtqAt V tr . to shut 

I 
xwtl 'A pnech N (geog . term) village at Maple Bay 
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/ 

xwtl ' AqtAnAch 
not purposely 
other animals 

N cougar , mountain lion, Felis concolor . Cougars were 
hunted but would be eaten if killed while hunting for 
(Barnett 1955 : 63) . 

I 
xwAlAqw' V to drift , float 

I 
XWAlAqw't V 

to be set afloat, adrift 

to wrap, swaddle 

I I 
*xwAlAqw ' t CA qeq she wrapped the baby 

I xwAneng V intr . to be as it is, to be similar to 

I I 
*xwAneng ?/\ kwA nAq ' ex purple : "it is like black" 

I xwAnengs V to be because 

I 
sxwAnengs N one which is like this; this is how it is 

I 
?AxswAne?ing V Stat . (?) 

I 
xwAni tAm N white person 

I 
xwAnAchi\ng V intr . to smile 

how is it? how is he? 

xw 

how is your father 

I 
xw,mAchAngAs V to smile at each other 

we all smiled at each other 



xw 

I 
xw" n" ngtxw V Caus (?) to pretend 

I xwAng Vint . to be fast 

current (of a river) 

I 
XWApaqwAng V intr . to sound, make noise 

/ xwApqwsAt V refl . to make sound , make noise , oneself 

I 
XW ASqA q N robin (N . W. ), Turdus migratorius 

XWAt V to fall down 

I 
xwAta?sh"n N 

I 
xwAtl ' qAn N 

rainbow 

pillow See - qrn 

I 
xwAtl'As V to menstruate for the first time ; girl ' s puberty. A 
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young girl is secluded when signs of puberty are observed ; she fasts, 
bathes, and remains very quiet during this time of ritual contamination . 
When her seclusion is ended , the girl is considered ready for marriage 
(Barnett 1955: 150-1; Gunther 1927:239-40; Stern 1934:24). 

I 
XWAXWi V to be distant, away from 

I 
xwAxwi?el Occurs in : 

I I 
*?o? xwAxwi?elsxw?Al? ?At l' ?ASA 

distant from me 11 

I 
xwixwAxwi V to be narrow 

I xwAw?e? Unidentif . Occurs in : 

unmarried man 

stay away from me : 11 make yourse 1 f 

See s±-tni"-' , 'woman ' 

I I xw,..w?e? CA chway?qe unmarried woman 
I 

See sway?qe""' , ' man ' 

xw?ft'chAS V to be jealous , envious 

y 

/ 
yas V to be always 

I I 
*yas ?o? chtAngAxw always farming 

I I 
*?o? yasxw ?o? kw' Antsxw you always watch me 



y 

I 
yaslo? always See -lo?"-' Occurs in : 

I I *?o? yaslo? n/\ st 1 ' 1? I always liked you 

/ 
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-yech' - Unidentif . 

/ 
*m" qw ' eyech ' t V 

May indicate concentration , grouping , or clustering 

to pile up 

/ *sm"-qw' eyech ' N 

/ 
*n3m/\yech ' N 

a pile , heap 

group , crowd 
I 

yekw ' V to hire , employ 

I 
ye? V to go , go from, go to , go out , go on 

I / 
*ye? kwAsechAng to leave 

/ / 
*ye? k ' oyAkw to go out fishing 

I I 
*ye? sht/\ng to leave : "to go walking" 

I I 
(go) *ye? ?o? shAshkw' Am? to keep on 

I / 
*ye?ttA mAkw 'A ?ingA±- we are going to 

I I 

swimming 

a funera l 

*ye?/\SXW kw/\ chAhel/\ you (pl . ) are going 

potlatch 

kwryt? V Inch . 

tl ' '? kwry'? 

to start leaving , to be just going 

to be going away 

/ 
siye?so V 

I 
ye?ttA?all\r 

to go across , over 

we got into Occurs in : 

I / 
*ye?tt/\?al/\r ?A C " ?atX/\S we got into the canoes 

/ 
yAqwe?em V to feed the funeral fire . Bits of food were thrown in the 
fire at a funeral potlatch to feed the spirit of the deceased person and 
other ancestor spirits (Barnett 1955:220). 

/ y/\sa?st V tr . to tell 

I told (him) 

/ 
*y"sa?stAngttl\ 

/ 
yAsowe? Unidentif . 

to be told 

we were told 

Occurs in : 
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y 

/ / / 
?An?e? yAsowe? ?Atl ' ?As~ come with me 

I / / / 
?ere? ?/\n?e? yAsowe? ?Atl ' n" kwi?liye? did he come with you folks? 

-yAxw V pass . non-volit . suff . (?) Occurs in : 
/ skwelAkwAsyAxw someone has been killed (accidentally} 

yAxwA1£?As N (geog . term) Kuper Island 

?a 

-?~lAr Unidentif . suff . / Cp. - alAi, ' Diminutive suffix ' 
/ / 

ye?ttA?al/\r ?A C/\ ?atXAs we got into the canoe 

?a}AnCh/\S N oranges (f . Eng . ) 

Occurs in : 

?alAS"-' - ~lAS V (?) , suff . (?) Indicates color which is light , pale . 
Seems to occur as a verb stem and as suffixal form : 

/ / 

*?i? ?alA s nAS" QW pink : "light red" 
/ 

See nAsAqw, 'red' (under nA- ) 

*pq '~lAs grey : "pale white" (according to informant) 
'white ' Cp . n"xwikw ', 'grey ' (under nA- ) 

/ I 
?ang-A.1 ?a- Occurs in : 

I ?angAl /\ V to give away 

I ?angAst V tr . 

I *?angAsts" n 

to give 

I am giving 
I / 

*?angAstsxw ?" t A sne? you ar e giving a name 

I ?angAstAng V pass . to be given 

/ 
See pAq', 

I *?angAst/\ngsAn kwA (he) gave it to me: "I was given it (by him)" 
I I / * ?ang"stl\ngrt" ?" CA X/\T xchAngin we are unhappy : "we were given 

bad memories , thoughts" 
I I / 

*?angAStMg ?r,. CA ?ay? xchAngin to be comforted : "he is given 
good memories , thoughts" 

?inAxw V tr . non-volit . to give 
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?a 

/ ?apAls N apples (f . Eng . ) 

/ ?apAn N num . ten Numerals from eleven to nineteen are combinat ions 
of ten 

*?~pAn?i? I 
kwnAc '"- eleven 

I ?· ? / *?apAn . 1 . kwch" s" t welve 
/ / *?apAn ? "? kwte?s11 s eighteen 1.. 

/ *?apAn ?i ? 
I 

kwt AkwAwxw nineteen 

canoe 

to be never, not Introduces negative utterances 

? I • I? *.awASAn s1ye . so I am not go i ng across 

I I . /? *cA nAkWA ?awASXW Slye.so 

I / 
*?awAs ni± not him, not 

I 
*?aW/\S / ?ay? ungr ateful, 

I ?awAn/\ V to be empty , 

you are not going across 

he is not going across 

her : "his/her being not 

unp l easant : "his not being good " 

to be without 

I / 
*?aw"n" ngAnAs childless woman : "without her offspr ing" 

*?'w"n" stn no one : "without anyone" 

I I *?awAn/\ sway?qes unmarr ied woman : "wi thout her man" 

I ?ayeq V to trade 

I I 
?ay?~ -ay? V to be good 

I / *hay?11l? ?ay? to be the best 

*sch, , n ?o? ?{y? useful : "ver y good" 

*? /? t i . . ay s eni. virgin : "good woman" 

saint : "good person" 

I chA?ay?t Interj . (?) Expression of as sent 

I 
t xw" ?ay? V Mutat . to get we l l , recover from an il l ness : "become 

good" 

I 
?ay?ay?mAt V tr . to be excel lent , per fect ; to be beautiful 
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?a 

to be al l right , fine , good , okay 

*?~-te?/\sxw ?o? ?~y'?/\l? how are you? : "are you (here) all right?" 

to become all right , become fine , good , okay 

I I 
*?o? txw/\?ay?" 1? n" xch" ngin I forgive : "my thoughts become good" 

/ kwfay? V Inch . to start being good , to improve 
I 

?a?Axw V to be done usual l y; to be done in a customary way , to be done 
according to tradition 

?e 

I ?echAne? Interj . (?) Expression of pleasure , surprise ; 'my goodness ' 

?~ch' At V tr . to wipe , rub 

to be all good V 

V to be here ; to be close to, towards , speaker 

I am here 

I / I 
*ni± sxw?ere?s ?" kwA schAne •n?xws this (here) is your (pl . ) 

fishing ground 

*to? nir ?i? ?tre?Asxw qw 'Alxf?stAng did he warn you folks (here)? 

I I *?ere?Asxw ?o? ?ay?Al? how are you? : "are you (here) all right?" 

?~nAng V intr . to rise 

I I *?enAng t A sqwAqWAl? 

I 
?eskwAf- N ocean (N . W. ) 

sunrise 

?~sxw N seal , Phoca vitulina . The rights to sealing rocks were owned 
by individual families . Seals might be clubbed on the rocks or netted 
or harpooned in the water by a small crew (Barnett 1955 :99 , 251 ; 
Suttles 1952 : 10) . 

/ ?ex.A.ng V intr . to pretend 
/ I / 

*so? nit- ?i? ?exAng ksA nA chch 'A?mAqw she pretended to be my 
grandmother 



I 
?eya?s V to be sharp 
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?e 

I 
- ?eyotxw Suff. indicating house , long house , building , room , place 

winter dance house 

I *qAq ' el?s?eyotxw N 
qe'q •, ' in jail ' 

jail house , prison : "police long house" 

I *q ' el ?eyotxw N long house where fish and meat are smoked 
/ 

*st ' i?wi?AT?eyotxw N church : "spirit house" 

bedroom, sleeping place 

community house : "Indian long house" 

See 

?~yAt N cod , Gadidae . Cod were speared in the summer and early fall , 
and sun- dried or smoked . Oil was saved to pour on ceremonial fires to 
increase the blaze (Gunther 1927 :199; Stern 1934:49). 

/ ?eyAwkw ' N wealth Wealth consisted of blankets , which were the 
most important item , baskets , shell ornaments , hide shirts , bows and 
arrows , canoes and slaves : goods "of varying utility but relatively 
imperishabl e" which could be ceremonially distributed to enhance the 
prestige of the giver (Suttles 1960:301) . Food was not considered 
wealth but a surplus might be given away with the expectation that 
wealth would be received in return (Suttles 1960:298) . 

I 
?e?chAX N crab , Cancer film · Crabs were cooked and eaten as soon 
as they were gathered (Stern 1934:48) . 

I 
?e?lAng N house ; residential unit ; section of long house occupied 
by a single joint family . Several joint families might live under one 
roof but the house was owned by its builder and inherited by his eldest 
son (Gunther 1927 :186- 90) . 

I I 
*nA skwe? nA ?e?lAng my house 

/. / *skwe?s ?e?lAngs his house 

*skw,?rtA ?~?lAngttA our house 

/ ?e?lAlA ng N pl . house , many houses 
I 

?e?y,d? V to lend 

I 
?e?yAl?txw V Caus . (?) to cause to lend; lend it ! 
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?e • 

I 
?e . nAkw Unidentif . Occurs in : 

/ I 
?Ati? ?e •nAkw N today 

I 

?ic '" ng V intr. to be clothed , dr essed Cp . 
/ 

?t-. c'eng, 'get dressed' 
I 

?iks N eggs ( f . Eng . ) 
I 

?if-An V to eat , to be eating 

I 

I 
*?if-Antt l\ 

I am eating 

we are eating 

I I 
*te•ngAn ?ii-An evening meal : " evening eating" 

I 
kwt?ii-An V Inch . to be going to eat, to be starting to eat 

I 
*kwt?i-tAnAsxw are you (sg . ) going to eat? 

I 
*kwt?i-tAnttA we started eating 

I 
s?ii-An N food , meal 

*s?i-tAnttA we are eating : " our meal " 
I 

?itAnsAnse? v. Intent . I shall eat 

I I I 
*?ii-AnsAnse? kwAn?tAl? ?At l' nAkwA I shall eat with you (sg . ) 

I I I 
*?itAnsAnse? kwAn?tAl? ?" so? ni-t I shall eat with her 

kitchen , eating pl ace 

?in9As N ego ' s kin , second descending generation ; classificatory 
grandchild 

*si-tni nA ?{ngAs my granddaughter 

grandchildren 

al l your grandsons 
I 

?ingAt V tr . to step on 

I 
?ingAt As V to step on 
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I 
?ist V tr . to paddle ; to make a canoe trip. Expression was used when 
a man and his helpers took food by canoe to his co- parent- in- law , father ­
in- law , or other male in- law (Suttles 1960: 300- 1). 

I 
?i?i?st V tr . many are paddling 

/ / 

?itAt - itAt V tr . to sleep, to be sleeping I 
Cp . ?" tatAng , ' be 

sleepy ' 
I 

*?itAtSAn I was sleeping 

I I 
*?i t At:1:tA le?e 

I 
?iwew/\ Part . (?) 

/ 

we slept there 

bedroom , sleeping place 

pajamas , nightgown 

maybe, perhaps 

See -AlkwA-

maybe I will get sick 

?ixAt V 

/ 
?iyAS V 

to scrape ; scraper : " it scrapes " 

to be pleasant , funny , amusing 

?i?"' - i? Part . Appears to have pr edicative or aspect - marking function ; 
may co-occur with the particle /?o?"-.J / ; does not seem to occur after 
transitive verb forms 

/ I 
you (pl. ) *C A nAkwi?liye? ?i? ?o? ch" telA have some money 

*cl\ 
I ?e?J./\ngs 

I 
?i? kwichA qwt,.r his house is on fire 

*kw" 
/ ?i? kSA 

I 
my fa t her and n" men nA ten mother 

I / I / 
*kwA M men ?i? ko? nit- ?o? tl ' a l Mch chiyAw"n my father is an old 

dancer 

I / I 
*so? nit ?i? ?e±e?Asxw qw 'A l xe?stAng 

/ 
*kwii? t 'A l Ang a dying man 

?l 

did she warn you folks? 

I will pluck out his eyes 

- ?lA Suff . indicating deceased kin or spouse 



* ksA n/\ sttni?lA my late wife 

*ksA n/\ t~n? lA my lat e mother 

n 

I 
*kwA n/\ sway?qe?l" my l ate husband 

?o 

?o?rv -o? Part . Appears to have predicative or aspect -marking 
function ; may co- occur with the particle /?i? /'-,; / ; may occur after 
transitive verb forms 

/ I 
*c" nAkwi?liye? ?i? ?o? chA tel/\ you (pl . ) have some money 
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I / I 
*mAkw' t " n/\ ?AngingAs ?o? che?i a l l my grandchildr en ar e working 

I I / 
*ti?/\ ?AsA ?o? ?ete?sAn I am here 

I I 
*t ' sAt AngttA ?o? mAkw ' they hit us 

I / I 
*?o? m/\kw ' ttA ?o? q'Ap kw /\ sq,.11 1 Aqw 1AnAkwAltt /\ we gathered at our 

village 

*kwt6? ?Asxw~yAttA we are waking up 

?A Agent . part . May ser ve to indicate object of an intransitive ver b ; 
precedes either definite or pr onominal article 

I 
?A *tAm?c AngsAn CA 

/ 
haps I used to pick hops 

/ ?A *?o? he?ekw ' CA · ?/ s1.ems he r emembered his leader 

I ?A ksA 1/ . he is fo l lowing the woman *chAselAqAng s eni 

/ I 
*qw' ing ?"- tA ?atxAs 

he is afraid of the men 

he got out of the canoe 
I I I 

*?i+AnsAn kwAn?tAl? ?A co? ni± I am eating with him 
/ I I 

*ye? tl 'Achi ' itAng ?A ko? ni± he sneaked up on him 
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? 

*m~kw' stl ' i?ttA ?A so? nlt we all like her 
I / 

*ye?sAn ?A to? nAni?tiye? I am going with them 

?A- Stat . pref . Indicates being , being in the condition or state of ; 
may co- occur with the unidentified suffixal form / -t/ 

I *?t\l e?n /\ng to be hearing, listening 
I 

*?AtchAx to be half of , to be cut in half 
I 

*?AqwAlec to be behind 

/ 
*?Aseq"t to be outside 

*?ASQ 1 6pl\T to be all together See 
I 

q 'A p , ' gather ' 
I 

*?AsxwayAt to be awake / See xwe A.; , ' waking up ' 

I *?/\sxechAt- to be dried 

I ?Ac ' eng V intr . to get dressed 
/ 

Cp. ?ic 'A ng , ' clothed ' 

/ 
kw'i-?Ac 'e,ng V intr. Inch . to start to get dressed 

I 
txwA?Ac'eng V intr . Mutat . to become dressed , to change clothes 

?Af-- Unidenti f . pref . Occurs in : 

*?At-ch~?lA V to be before (tempora l ) , to be fir st 

*?AtkW,WAS V to be behind (temporal) , to be last 

the last day 

to be a person , people , to be human / See - elngAXW 

saint : 11 good person" 

I I *?o? nA skwe? nA ?Attelngl\XW my own peopl e 

/ 
s?AttelngMcw N body , soul , spirit ; animate or living part of a 

person or animal 

?Amn~?ing V intr . to hunt, to be a hunter 

I 
?Aml't V tr . 

I 
?Aml\ti •± V 

to be a great hunter 

to crouch , sit , squat 

to urinate 



I 
?Am/\t?eyotxw N 

Occurs in : 

toilet 
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? 

/ 
See -?eyotxw 

to be between, in between ; to be the middle , in the middle 
I I I 

*?Ano?ATSAn kwA nA SAsit/\ng ?Atl ' nAkwi?liye? 
you folks 

I am standing between 

to be so ; to be very 
I I / 

·'k?aw/\S ?o? ?An?" no? ?itt..n don ' t eat so much 

*?o? 
I 

?An?/\no? I 
tech it is very dark 

I I / 
(very) *?o? ?An?Ano? ng,-.n? st ' e l Ams they sing many songs 

*?o? / I 
very bad , ?An?Ano? sxe?es it is the worst 

?An?"-' - n? Poss . pron . suff . , second pers . sg . your , yours May 
combine with a definite article 

*?An? 
I 

skwe? it is yours 

*?An? I s?asAs your cheeks 
/ I 

*?AstangAt ?An? st' At ' eyAq ' why are you angry? : "why your anger?" 

*cAn? skwt? ?An? ?~?l/\ng your house 

*ks .... n? / 
ten your mother 

*kw"n? 
I 

father men your 
I I 

*t"n? skwe? ?An? si YAW/\n your 
/ 

?An?e? V to come , to be coming 
/ 

*?An?e?sAn I am coming 
I 

*?An?e?/\SXW you were coming 
f 

?An?e?e V many to come , many 
/ I I 

*rnAkw ' t " shAme -ntt ?/\n?e?e 
I 

?An?nixw V to stay , remain 
/ 

?AngingAs N pl . grandchildren 
/ 

song 

to be coming 

all our enemies came 

/ 

See ?ingAs , 'grandchild' 

?A qwi Y" W' N ego ' s kin , fourth ascending or descending generation; 
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? 

classificatory great-great grandparent , great-great grandchild 

?Aqw?eqwiyAqw N pl . 
children 

greatrgreat grandparents , great-great grand-

/ 
?Asi? Dem . pron . prox . fem . this (one) , these (ones) 
referent is near speaker or within sight 

this woman 

/ ?AstangAt Rel . -Interrog . pron . why, what / See - stang"t 

?~sA Emph . pron ., first pers . sg. I , me 

/ / / J 
*?awAnA sen chtli? ?Atl ' rAsA no one likes me 

/ / 
*?o? ?ere? ?Atl ' ?AsA so? stay here with me (fem. ) 

I can't walk 

Indicates 

/ 
cht-As/\ I , the cause See chr-~ , 'Agentive (?) prefix' 

/ / *?o? ch-t?AsA kwA scheq's I made him fall 

/ ?Atat~ng V pass . Stat . to be sleepy Cp. ?itAt , 'sleep' 

we are sleepy 

kwt?.-.tatAng V pass . Inch, 
sleepy 

to be getting sleepy, to begin to feel 

/ / / 

?Ati?A"-' ti?/\ "-'ti? Dem . pron . prox . masc . this (one) , these (ones) 
Indicates referent is near speaker or within sight 

/ / 
*?o? ?ere? ?Ati ?A right here : "this here" 

/ 
*?Ati ?A te · ngAn tonight 

*?Ati ?A ?e•nJ\kW today 

/ / 

*ti?A ?o? ?As/\ it is me 
/ / 

*ti? ?Arche?lA skwechAl the first day 

7Atl' Agent . part . Occurs before emphatic pronominal forms ; serves 
a similar function to the English preposition from , with 

/ / / 

*?i±Ansxw kwin?tAl? ?Atl ' ?/\sA (you) eat with me 
/ ./ 

*?o? XWAX'lli?elsxw?Al? ?Atl ' ?ASA (you) stay away from me 

*y~? ?Atl ' n~kwA he is going with you 



/ / 
?o? ?of-e? ? "'tl I T' irgAi stay 

~ l? ?Atl I / *kw.11.n n.11.ni?iiye? he 
/ 

? Ax in Rel .-Intor rog . pron . 

/ 
?1,xin kw where is it..? 

Vin r . to shave 

where 

? 

here with us 

is with them 

to he an Indian person / 
See - elngl\Xri 
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*ci?~m" t i\ ?Axwel""lg"xw In:.lian agent: "important man of the Indian 
peopl._" 

/ 
Axw•l g"x ,v?eyotxw conmunity house : "Indi an long house" 
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