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II. METHODS AND MATERIALS 

In this chapter I discuss the methods and materials 

used in the analysis. These follow two procedures: 1) 

subject sorting, and 2) hypothesis testing. All subjects i n 

this study were University of Victoria students recruited 

via an availability sampling technique. They were contacted 

in one of three ways: 1) through the Chinese Student 

Association, 2) through Anthropology 100 and Pacific Studie s 

200 classes and, 3) through personal referrals from 

informants (the manner in which these were arranged was l e f t 

to the discretion of the informants). Subjects were 

informed that participation was optional. They could 

withdraw from the study at any time, and all personal 

information would remain confidential. 

Materials used in this analysis included a 

questionnaire and a series of photographs. The 

questionnaire consisted of a four-page computer print - out 

divided into four parts (see Appendix 1). Part 1 introduced 

the researcher and gave a brief description of the study. 

It also served as a letter of permission which was signed b y 

each student. The remainder of the questionnaire was 

designed to elicit responses of a qualitative and 
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TABLE 15 

OBSERVED TOTALS, KENDALL'S CONCORDANCE AND CHI-SQUARE 
STATISTICS FOR HYPOTHESIS 2, CONDITION 2: MORPHOLOGICAL AGE 
ASSESSMENT OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS BY CVS, ECS, AND CCS. 

COLUMN TOTALS FOR CVS 
A 102 501 207 14 39 231 356 182 342 247 
B 332 325 195 293 41 395 340 296 384 329 
............................................ . .. ... . .. ......... 

COLUMN TOTALS FOR ECS 
A 106 351 193 252 56 218 372 158 305 194 
B 356 242 298 268 39 386 226 158 375 271 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

COLUMN TOTALS FOR CCS 
A 80 257 96 197 26 142 195 107 181 138 
B 220 185 132 182 28 253 153 174 243 161 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

COLUMN TOTAL FOR CVS, ECS, AND CCS COMBINED 
A 288 1109 496 763 121 591 925 447 828 579 
B 908 752 525 743 108 1034 719 734 1002 761 

KENDALL'S CONCORDANCE (W) = 0.54, CHI-SQUARE= 656.64, 
DEGREES OF FREEDOM= 19, Alpha (at 0.05 sig. level) = 30.1 4, 
CHI-SQUARE IS GREATER THAN ALPHA. 
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TABLE 16 

PERCENTAGE TOTALS FOR HYPOTHESIS 2, CONDITION 2: 
MORPHOLOGICAL AGE ASSESSMENT OF PHOTOGRAPHS BY CVS, ECS, AND 
CCS. 

(observed frequencies in percentages of photographs ranked 
in younger half - rank value less than 10 - and percentages 
of photographs ranked in older half - rank value less than 
10. ) 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
RANKED 
YOUNGER 

CHINESE 
EURO-CANADIAN 
........... 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
RANKED 
OLDER 

CHINESE 
EURO-CANADIAN 

TOTAL 

ETHNIC GROUP OF SUBJECTS 

CVS 
28.85% 
21 . 15% 

21.15% 
28.85% 
...... 

100.00% 

ECS 
29.57% 
20.43% 

20.43% 
29.57% 

ccs 
30.33% 
19.67% 

19.67% 
30.33% 

100.00% 100.00% 
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C) Hypothesis 3 

Hypothesis 3 compared the friends' morphological age 

assessments to see if the subjects assess their friends 

differently. In a comparison of the assessments among 

groups: 

1) CVS and ECS are significantly different from each 

other while CCS are not different from either CVS or 

ECS, as shown in Table 16. 

2) CVS assess the greatest percentage of their friends 

as older, ECS assess the greatest percentage of their 

friends as no different, and CCS assess the greatest 

percentage of their friends as older, as shown in Table 

17. 

Divergence, in assessments among the three ethnic groups , 

is likely due to either differences in perception and/or 

differences in ethnic composition of friendship groups. 

This latter possibility is explored in Hypothesis 4. There 

is a difference between CVS and ECS possibly due to 

differences in both their ethnic identities and friendship 

groups. 

groups. 

CCS are perceptually similar to both of the other 

This is possibly due to their ethnic similarities 

with CVS, on one hand, and their group association with ECS , 

on the other hand. These interpretations are discussed in 

the next chapter with reference to the contention that 
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differences in reference group associations imply 

differences in perceptions. There is little evidence, 

however, to suggest morphological age assessments affect th e 

composition of friendship groups. 




























































































