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I. 

A CASE STUDY OF PARTICIPATORY RESEARCH 
AMONG FARMER-SETTLgRs IN SOUTHERN 

PHILIPPINES 

General Characteristics of the Community 
;,··· ~..c.;;:- --, -.--,,.,.;:;-,-·· --;;r~--= ... .,-----. 

The subject of the study is a village located 

some twenty-one kilometers from the town center of a 

province in southern Philippines. The residents are 

migrant farmers from central Philippines whose desire 

to have their own land led them to settle in the plains 

of this village. The pioneer-settlers migrated to the 

village as far back as 1939. 

Today there are about eighty to one-hundred fa­

milies in tho village. Majority of the villagers are 

Catholics. A small per cent are Protestants and mem­

bers of a nativistic cult centered around Jose Rizal, 

the national hero. There used to be a complete elem­

entary school from Grades I to V~ with a faculty of 

nine. This was closed in 1958. Majority of the 

villagers finished only six years of elementary educ­

ation. Only very few can afford to send their chil­

dren to highschool. 

Like most farmers in the Philippines there is 

widespread poverty among the farmer-settlers in the 



village. Their average yearly income is f)'l,200. To 

supplement this meagre income they hire out them­

selves as agricultural workers in corporate farms 

and nearby areas during the period of transplanting 

or harvesting of palay or corn. Some do carpentry 

work in the village to add to the income. This is 

necessary for the survival of the families which on 

the average hav~ eight to twelve children. 

Their years of hard work has resulted in the 

clearing of around 957 hectarco of what once wao a 

thickly forested area. These lands they planted to 

rice and corn. From these lands they were able to 

produce enough for their families. But this period 

of self-sufficiency was short-lived. 

In 1952 a corporation acquired legal title to 

the land. The settlers contested the claim through 

a court case. One of their objections was the manner 

in which the corporation acquired the title to the 

land. Public land laws require that an area first be 

declared as alienable and dispos~ before it can he 

privately owned. The land was dec).ared alienable and 

disposable in 1953. The corporation got its title 

in 1952. 
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In the court case that f ollovved1 the settlers lo.st 

but they refused to vacate their lands., In the mean­

time 1 the corporation started cultivating the land and 

was able to plant fifteen hectares to rubber trees. 

By 19731a total of sixty-five hectares had been planted 

to rubber .. 

To eject the settlers from the land the corpo­

ration secured a permit for the demolition of houses 

and confiscation of property .. The settlers refused to 

give up their lands without struggle. In the process>,, 

there had been a series of killings in the village. 

Among the victims were the yo1.m.g lawyer of the settlers-; 

the government sheriff and. his eight military escorts 

who carried out the demolition order; and a settler­

leader with two others who were shot to death in an 

early-dawn house strafing raid by military soldiers 

aided by the local civilian hon1.e defense force. The 

settlers• corpses were dragged by wooden sled to the 

military camp, rifles put on to:p of their bodies and 

photographed and publicized as rebels .. 

Due to the peace and order situation1 many fami­

lies left their homes to live in nearby areas access­

ible to their farms. In May 1979 only thirty-one 



4 

families remained in the village. However, with the 

easing off of tension, families started returnin~ 

after four months. Today there are around eighty to 

one hundred families in the village. Despite the 

conditions the villagers have expressed their resolve 

to fight for their right to the land. They maintain 

that they will not abandon these lands. 

II. _()rigin of the Study 

This case study is a description of how parti­

cipatory research was used as a vital tool in rural 

organizing work. 

The widespread depressed conditions in rural 

Philippines have given rise to a variety of rural 

development programs. 

the existing system; 

Some of these merely reinforce 

others are merely reformist and 

have led to the creation of new forms of dependency; 

and there are pro~rams aimed at transformin~ the 

existing system through the building up of genuine 

people's organizations. 

The subject of this case study belongs to the 

last category. The agency which initiated the prog­

ram is a non-governmental organization which believes 

that development is a process that can not be brought 
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to the peasantry but it is an aroused and mobilized 

peasantry acting on their own problems which bring 

about a development process that is protective not 

only of their interests but also of nature and envi­

ronment. It has tried to come up with rural develop­

ment programs which are responsive to the felt needs 

of the peasantry. This is done through a continuous 

and on-going process of dialogues and consultations 

vvi th local farmer groups' and their friends from the 

different sectors of society. 

One of its projects was to help support a rural 

organizers• development training progr~m in southern 

Philippines in 1977. One of the participants in this 

training program was a farmer-settler in the village. 
, 

He is one of the poorest among the settlers in the 

village but is looked up to as a natural l~ader due 

to his personal qualities, his educational attainment 

and his knowledge of town life. The conditions in his 

village/especially the land problem/motivated him to 

join the training program. He was hopeful that some­

thing could be done to help solve their problems in the 

village. After the six-month training program1the far­

mer-settler returned to his village. 
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III. The Process 

The research process was implemented in two levels, 

first, in the rural organizers• development program 

phase and second, in the village itself, after the 

completion of the training program. 

Research skills is a basic requirement for rural 

organizers. It is regarded both as a phase of a long 

process of social transformation and a process in it­

self. Doing research work also means having a stand­

point. The r<,rnt-H:n'eh process is conducted to brin~ into 

focus the features of a general or particular oppressive 

situation and to define the starting point of a libe-

retiug transformation. It is a mass undcrt~king in-

valving not only the organizers but also the people to 

be organized •. 

A. The Research Process in the Rural Organizers• 
Training Program: 

The training program lasted for six months. Pro­

visions were made in the planning so that there were 

phases devoted to data gathering and other phases to 

data analyses and inputs on the research process and 

organizing work. The pro~ram was divided into the 

following phases: 

Phase 1 preliminary survey of respective areas. 
4 days. 



Phase 2 

Phase 3 

Phase 4 
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General awareness seminar. 10 days. 

Comprehensive survey of the community. 
2 weeks. 

Structural analysis of society. 
4 weeks. 

Phase 5 - Actual organizing work. 4 months. 

Phase 6 - Cont inu.i ty phase. Follow up. 

The training emphasized that data gathering is 

not just for study or research purposes but for commu­

nity action. Its main purpose ts to ie;et a picture of 

the di..fferent grouns and class8s ;11 thA community so 

as to have a firm basis for realistic nlannin~ and 

a0.tion. 

It was also P.m.nhasized that data ,l!tathering is 

biased in favor of the oppressed. This means t.hat 

sources of information are the 0nnresAed.. The or­

ganizers will obtain this nata by living: with them., 

talkin~ with them. eating what they eat and workin~ 

with them. It also means that data ~atherini!l: is to 

be used for and by the ounressed so that they can. 

build self-reliant Christian communities. 

The trainees were i.ntror!uced to different rriethodA 

of nata gatherin,1r, such as data gatherinp; meetin~s, 

the house-to-house survey and interviews. Samule 
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rmestions for interviews and survAys were fnrmnlated 

by the trainees. Guidelines for interviewinti: were 

all"10 nre sented, discusr:,ed and nractir.eil. 'T'he need 

for 1'.'Acordin,.,,- data and events was also emphardzed. 

Data anal:vsis of the preliminary survey was done 

in Pham=,; 2 of the training nrogram. l'f'he data p:athered 

was discussed and analyzed in the context nf the dis­

cussions on the concept of man and society, pronert:v, 

neople•s organization, collective leadership and peonle's 

power. 

~urther data analysis was made in Phase 4 after 

the trainees went throu.~h a mnrA intensive dat::i. r:ather­

ing based on the concepts and tnols they learriPd in 

Phase 2. The data Pathered was analyzed throu,rirh a 

dialo.rdcal prqcess and workshops. The main f;r;-amework 

for analysis was based on the following questions: 

In the econom.ic--political-cul+.ural situation What 

is oppressive? What is not? Who are for us? Who 

arA a~ainst us? How is it against us? How is it for 

us? How are the economic, noli ti cal and. cnl tural 

Rituation interlinked both on the micro and macro 

levels? 

Phase 5 involved actual nr~ani~ing work throu~h 



a process of gettins: contacts. forming core grouui=i 

and building up indi~enous structures. Phase 6 was 

a follow up program throu~h visits. exnhange and 

consul tat ions with experienced rural org~.ntzers. 

B. ~he Research-Organizing Process in the 
Village 

9 

When the farmer-R"'ttler returned to his villaFe/ 

he replicated the process of data gathering and ana­

lysis. In the beginningthe was ahle to recruit seven 

Jocal partners who were also the elders and recognized 

natural leaders in the village. In turn these seven 

partners were able to recruit their own partners .. 

Grou~ings usually followed kinshin lines or depended 

on common province of origin. 

Data gathering and analysis was done through in­

formal nisnussions, conversations, hpuse-to-house 

visits, durin~ social occasions like bapti~~R or wed­

din~s. 11ifferent settintt.s and occasions 1,,vere made use 

of: while farminP-5 durin,e: lunchbreaks under the shade 

of the trees when the farmers rested; on the way to 

the market; while washing the lanndry in the river ('\r 

while hunting. 

Formal meetin,gs where the data gathered is collated 

and analyzed were also madA by the core group and the 
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various groupings. These meetings were not only 

study sessions but also business meetings where they 

discussed their plans of action. 

This process v1as gradual and continuous. Evi­

dence of the vvork l_)earin,iz fruit was seen not only in 

the growth of the number of recruits but also in the 

transfer of research and analysis skills to other 

farmer-settlers. 

The group decided to conduct a three-day seminar 

on stru.ctural analysis to have a.eeper tu1derstanding 

of their problems and to discuss alternative measures. 

This time it was on a large-scale level instead of 

the usual sn1a,ll study groups. Rural organizers in a 

nearby area 1.vho have lon;fl:er work experience were in-

vited to facilitate the seminar. During the seminar) 

they studierl the interlinkages of the economic-political­

cul tur2,l structures on the local, national and global 

levels. 

Some of the conclusions they came up with in the 

seminar were the following: They saw that the prevail­

ing socio-economic-political situation in the country 

escalated their problems. Any mobilisation or organi­

zing work was apt to be interpreted by the govenLment 
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as subversive and the settlers as rebels. 

Durin8'. the seminar they saw how the government 

agencies and officials were acting for the corporation 

as against the settlers. The corporation had easy 

access to the Bureau of Lands and the Bureau of Fo­

restry~ because a high official was a relative of the 

owner of the corporation. So was the judge who tried 

the case. The incumbent mayor during the election 

campaj;gn period assured the settlers that he will 

support their land claim. After he won he tried to 

persuade the settlers to vacate the land in compliance 

with the court decision. 

The Ministry of Agrarian Reform advised. them to 

. sign leasehold agreements with the corporation. This 

was interpreted by the settlers as a trick to make them 

desist from claiming the land as their own. They also_ 

foresaw that acceptin~ the leasehold agreement would 

mean paying back rent to the corporation which they 

could not afford. In fact they have consistently re­

fused to pay rent to the corporation since the conflict 

started in the 1950s. This refusal was one of the rea­

sons why they were being harassed and threatened by the 

corporation., 
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As a result of the seminar the perception of the 

settlers as to who are for them and against them became 

sharper. Their plans of action were necessarily deter­

mined by this analysis. 

Utilisation of ... ~~A_nalysis 

Through the process of research-analysis-action­

analysis process the villagers coped with events and 

came up with alternative measures and programs. 

The most crucial problem of the villagers is the 

land question. On the part of the corporation they 

expected the settlers to vacate the land. They had a 

court permit for the demolition of the houses and con­

fiscation of property. Their alternative offer to the 

settlers was for them to become tenants of the corporation. 

The settlers are adamant on the stand that they 

will stay on the land. Because of the circumstances 

they embarked on a twofold step of fighting a legal 

battle on one hand while at the same time fighting by 

arms in self-defense as a result of the violent incidents 

in which the settlers were victimized. 

In both cases the decision of the villagers was to 

rely on their own resources and their creativity and 

talents to respond to the situation. Despite the killings 

that have taken place their a_ecision is to pursue their 
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court case ana" to follow this up.. W'hile s0L1e of the 

villagers are still hopeful that they can ·nin the case, 

there are those who believe that they will win the case 

but not under the present conditions. The latter be­

lieve that the land can only be theirs if they will all 

work together to transform the oppressive system. This 

means strengthening not only their peasant organization 

but helping other communities build up genuine people's 

'organization. 

To retaliate against the corporation the settlers 

relied on their indigenous arms, as well as by mobili­

~ing their soldier sons who were serving the army, and 

a roving bandit gronp in a nearby area .. They were able 

to prevent the corporation from expanding the rubber 

plantation by uprooting the rubber trees by one or two 

inches from the ground so that these will d.ie. 

The escalation of vinlence in the villa~e led to 

·ores~ures from the church and_ other groups for the 

iv.overnm.ent to take action. The uovernor Ai:int a fact­

findinr?; team which investigated the situatfnn. However, 

no recommendationA werA made nor mAaRures taken. 

At present no more violent incidents have tHken 

place but the oituation in volatile. :Prohably as a.n 
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offshnot of the situation the ,i:rovernment has distrtbut.ed 

some 80 to 100 hectares to ten familjeR who w~re niven 

certificates of land transfers. To the villagers it 

was very sip;nificant that the ten families singled out 

were those friendly with the cornoration. 

~he settlers have also tried to come up with eco­

nomic projects like communal farming, collectiVA ma:rket­

in,g and nuttint:{ up a collective rice threAher. The 

communal farmini! project was not pursned due to the 

tense pe,:we and order situation then. It was not s:;.;fe 

for the settlers t.o be seen to,gether in p:rouns. 'l!lhen 

the situation had eased off the villag;ers began thinkin,ir, 

of economic projects that eould help soJve some of their 

irrunediate economic problems. With continuing analysis 

they are able to idAntify whether particular projects 

are helpinR: them tranRform the systAm or r~inforce it. 

Another instance where analysis is used is in 

their community health nro,Q'ram. Health is a perennial 

problem amon,.:r the villagers. The a.or.tor is too far 

away a:nfl his fees exnensive; so are the Western medir.ine> 

he nrescribes. The problBm. nf health is further ap-f-;ra­

vated by malnutrition. That the situatio11 is but nart 

and uarcA1 of the syst.em that hao to be trunoformod. io 
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realized by the villagers. An alternative measure 

which they util.ized iA to uopularize the URA of herbal 

medicines and to produce these in their home 11:ardens. 

~his nf course necessitated the process of research 

both by field work and libra!'y work. Thest=! meant inter­

viewing the local healers about the 11 se of herbal medi­

cine and. collating these. Contacts were made with per­

sons who have ac~ess to libraries and ap:encies to help 

f.!ather mnre data on the use of hi:_,rbal medicine. These 

knowledPre was disseminated amonµ- the villagers. 

IV. Descr:iJ2tion nf Outcomes 
,~-""""' _____ ...... .., •••. - --.;,;= --"'•·-----------· 

Basically i_t can be said that there are two µrin-

cipal out0.omes the onpoing t.ransforrnation in their 

perception of so~iety and the gradual transformation 

of certain components of the social structure in the 

village. 

Transformation of thei.r percent.ion r.f society was 

made possible bv a transfer of reRearch and analysis 

skills to the grassroots level. This was a dAliberate 

task to move away from the -orevions practice where 

avvareness-building amonE peasants were a :monopoly of 

external a.gents - intellectuals. students and others. 

Such avvareness-building has merelv led to creating new 

dependency patterns. 
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Tn terms of the land question the peroeption of 

the problem was localized in the beginning and the 

standpoint w::is that they were fig;htin.!2' for their legal 

rights which are beina denied to them. 

Throuu.h the dvnamic nrocess of resP.arch-anal;ysis­

action-analysis process this perception gradually changed. 

They now realize that the struge;le for land is nart of' a 

much wider struggle which has national as well as global 

implications .. They have also realized that it is not 

only their lecral riftht but also their moral rip:ht to 

fitr,ht for their land as rooted in the uospel message of 

justiee. 

Theolo~ical percentiont of Christianity is also un­

dergoing change. Biblical studv and rPflections are al­

ways part of discussions and dialo;;i:ues amon,c!'. the villagers. 

The concept of the church as the comnmni ty reaching out 

for liberation is o:ne important theme of their dif:wussions. 

They have also began in see thA dynamics of social­

economic-poli tical-cul tu.ral interlinkae;es. W'hereas 

before they blamed the corporation for taking the land 

awr-1y from them they now realil7.e that it is the existing 

syBtem of societv which made it possible for the cor­

poration to claim. the land and have that much power to 

keep it. 
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Militant observation nf what is happening around 

them is another important outcome. Where, in the past, 

events were taken for granted, at present, events in 

the villaw:e 2.nd elsewhere are discussed and analvzed. 

The fE,,,bric of social structure is also changing. 

Before, the cohesiveness of the village was based on 

kinship lines and common province of origin. ~oday, 

cohesiveness has ~one beyond this, to a cnhesiveness 

born out of their common struggles and their common 

vision as to 1 how soci.ety should be tri::insformed. 

Unity has also transcended ~eographical boundaries. 

Fellow oppressed peasants and others beyond the village 

who work to transform the oppressiva society are also 

their friends and comrades. 

Reliance on traditional social and political 

leaders ha5~ weakened and has been substituted by a 

burgeoning self-reliance based on political power and 

decisions being made by the settlers themselves. 




