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ABSTRACT 

Superv1•or , Dr. John Roney 

The purpo• or this the11s 1aa f1ratl7, to exo1ne the 

wetl'k of the Ang1.1oan dl v.1n , J•r•m, Taylor (161 )-166?) • an4 

•how now 1 t 1llu.m1nate.a Tar1ou• aapeota or the 1nt lleotual 

and po11tloal hiatort or h1• t1mes aeoondly, to de onatr t• 

that -,1or ••• one or the progenitor of th• natural reli­

gion and ■eeula.r1zed society of the e1,ghteenth c.entury. 

The thesis baa1oally 11 ore;an1zed arou-l'ld. four main 

aapeote or '£aylor• a thought a h1• the.or1•• oonoernlng oral 

aot1v1sm. epiatemolog,y, ature, and pol1t1ca. Chapter one 

aerv•• as .an 1ntrod<uot1on b7 placing T&7lor within the 

••••ntaenth c .ntury theological oonte:.rt. It adwabrate,a the 

the•••· ot the thee1•, a.114 pro•14ea 1wnmar1 b1ographt 4rawn 

t:rom secondary sow:-oes. Chap'ter Two le conoerned. wlth Ta:,lor•a 

biaa toward• oral ot1T1am, while Chapter Three , building 

upon this reundat1on, oona1ders Taylor•a epistemology, 

Chapter Pour is a transittone.l chapter oalcaulated tel> aumma:rt.ee 

the ooncluaiona of the two preoecUins chapters by sholf1ng how 

the7 apply to soo1al and religious. . onduet. In 1t• e.xaa1nat1on 

or Tqlor•a ooncept ot Nature , thia chapter alao erects the 

teleological framework tor Chapter• r'1v• and B1x which are 

expca1t1ona ot a,loi-•• pol1t1oal theor7. Chapter • en 
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oonolud • the th a1• by br1et17 eat1 ti Tqlor•s 1nt'luence 

upon pb1loaoph7, r•l1 ion, and eooiet7 after his death. In 

add1t1on it 1ves a a ar7 view of hi• wo.r pointing out 

1ncon 1ateno1• and wealm•••••• and not1o1ng aeveral or1t .. 

1 1a a levell d e1the 41r•otly at Ta7lor or at th type ot 

thought wh1oh he represented by adherents ot an alternative 

tradition. 
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I 

'1' ILo ·· HEDIVIVUS 

Ta1lor•s opinions mu t be seen in the oontext of isteen 

hundr d. years or deb te aonoern1ng matte.rs which often, for 

a mom nt. •em d 1nd1sput •bly det rmlned. by counetl. or ed, 

or author1t tive exPQs1t1on, but which alwaJ"• aro once more 

to unsettl Chr1st1an cons-oiencea. It 1s ea 7, 11ke Gibbon, 

to be contempt\lOUG ot the seeming tr1v1al1ty of o e or thea 

debate$• th 1r repet1t1venesa, rancour, and seandal, but fr• 

quently principles were at stake of great s1gn1ficance to the 

immediate, ater1 l world, ev n when rgument was be1ng carried. 

on at an abstruse, theological level. Contention over th 

exact nature or original 1n, over free-will and Chr1 t1an 

ep1atemology alwtqs imply d.1sagreeaient about the way ln wbioh 

men •hould live and. think, and what mans they should use to 

ach1ev what end. 

Taylor, like so many oth r theologians before him and 

sine• d voted his 11f to the task or re-defining and r. 

rr1rm1ng what he conceived to be orthodox dogma, With all 

the skill of a m1nd nat'Ul" lly 1nol1ned to caau1stry, he handled 

those yster1ous p doxe or Christianity wh1oh hav alw&7e 

pro ed. to be so res1 tant tc the man1pula.t1ona or an e p1r1-

call7 b s d re on1ng. T ylor had to try and. reconcile, tor 

1 
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example, the two natures of Ohr11t. He had to try to reaolv 

the paradox•• that God. is traneoen4ent, eternal. llmltleaa, 

u1,1matel1 1n4et1nablet y t He 1s know ble 1n aome 4egree, 
1 

He ol"eated man"• •• out of th al1 e ot the earth. • •" 1n 

H1s own 1mage, and oond.eeoenda to aaeoolate with th oreatures 

of bread and vlne. God also, by attribute, 18 neoeaaar11T 

just, but Taylor h d to oope w1th the paradox that many of 

His • et1ons m y s·eem unjust in the yes or the world. Lastll , 

Taylor had to consider m n, one or th strang$ t pars.d.oxes ot 

all 1n Chr1 t1an1ty, tor through n sin entered creation, 

and yet God besto ed upon him th v ry "free-will ft wh1oh He 

knew b&foreh nd would cause the exile from den. 

Befor xam1n1ng Tay-lor ' s op1n1ons 1n deta11, it might 

be helpful to sketch roughly the background. of eventeenth 

century Eng11ah theology and 1nd1cate where Taylor stood, 

The att mpt !flight be foelhard.1, but 1n order to undel:' tand 

Taylor fully it 1s necessary to kn.Ow what cho1o were offered 

to him and his opponents, Bas1call1• they could choose. var­

ious comb1na.t1:ons of three systems of thought. 'I'he .f 1:rst 

derived from st. Auguett.ne, whose l tent Neo-Pl ton1e Manl• 

chae1sm, with its su pioion of matter, 1t d.1 trust of free­

will and concel>m1tant emphasis upon predest1nat1on, and its 

int nsely 1nd1v1dual1 tie f1de1 m was one or the motivating 

forces behind Luther, Calvin, and Engltsh reformers like 

Cranmer and Je 1el. From ong divines with an Augustinian 

bias came moat or Ta1lor • theolos1c land politic 1 opponents. 

They made hlm v1rtuall7 a catacomb priest between 1647 and 
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16601 and. in the gu1• or .. Scotoh spldere, 11 e he all d 

the• they poisoned the pleasure of his last years 1n Ireland. 

after the Re tora.t1on. But Taylor ' s opponents were not to be 

found only among Puritan non-confor 1st. As we w1ll see 

when examining Taylor • doctrine of or1g1nal 1n, a powerful. 

lement in the Anglican churoh was itself s11larly 1nap1red 

by Augustinian ten ta• in the 1d-aev nte•nth oentUl'J. 

A aecond source fro wh1oh &ngl1 h theology .of the 

pe:r1ocl derived wa from t. ho • qu1na. he . ho 1st 

a1nthes1s had, of course, b en tly constructed out of 

August1ntan1s, but t . ' ho as gave great r play to h an 

:reason than uguat1nian1a eneQur g 4 . The del1n at1on ln 

Thomlsm of an h1erax-oh1oal oha1n tretohlns fro tbe domain. 

of pu:re ap1r1t to that of matter, linking man to an within 

a atat10. orderly truotui- of ehuroh · nd etate, held a sort 

of aeathetio 1at1sfaot1on for the disciplined; logical m,1nds 

of the seventeenth oent.ury, .riany of the Prot atant r f ormei-1 • 

however, looked a kance at the ' homiat 117nthea1a. not only 

because of the area• oonoernlng fr••••1ll and human reaaon 

where their f1de1sm l d to d1aagr e ent, but alao because 

ho 1a was the off1o1al theology of the Roman Cathol1o chureh. 

on the other hand; so noteatant•• like rot1ua and Ar 1n1ua, 

r a4117 adopt d Tbom1st pr1nc1p1ea of free- w1ll and reaeon 

and extrapolated. from them to a de •• wh1oh no doubt qulnaa 

would have disowned. Taylor belonged to this p rt7, it 1s 

oat a1gn1f1oant to note that at one point he oalled rasmus 

and Grotius~. • • amongst the greatest and the bat expositor• 
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or scripture that any age s1nc the apostles and their 
2 

1 ed.1 te ucoe or hath brou5ht forth. .. .. . . 
But there is one fu~ther e h1oh it is 1m,po sible to 

omlt wh n discussing the 1ntlueno of qu1nas upon English 

theolo I Hook r b .s1eally was a hom1st, although his pos1• 

t1on with regard to just1f1oat1on b7 f'a1th was Cal 1n1 t1o. 

Th · Laws of Politz cont ins all of the homist 

pr1no1ple of natural law,. the chain of be1ng, and the value 

of human re son expatiated upon 1th uch lei ure and human1t1 , 

in a tyle 1n h1ch canny peasant, holy pri st , subtle pol1-

t1c1an, and learned doctr1na1re mi!\ke their several entrances 

so smoothly to drop cameo adages for pirate pol1t1o theor1 ts 

and groundl1n po11t1c1ans,. that it 1s easy for a careless 

rad r to miss th boo •s inherent oontrad1ot1ons and 1mpr o­

t1cal1t1es. When the utterances of 1nd1v1duals as diver e a 

ud, Crom ell, Ireton, Lilburne , aylor and Locke ee.n be 

paralleled by passage from ooker, then one 1s justified 1n 

regarding with susp1o1on the ola1ln som times mad that Hook r •• 
3 

theor1 .11 offer a viable tradition of nglish conservatism. 

he group of divines, poets, scholars, and naacent 

st tesmen who athered around Lue1us Cary , Lord Falkland, t 

' ew during the 16JO's should also be mentioned here in oonnec-

tlon with · ooker, twas the fate of some of these men, 

among whom ere heldon and Clarendon, to re-st t 1n theory 

~r att mpt to put into practice some of tho l ookerlan prlnci-
4 

plea of theolos, and pol1t1cs . Intelleotually, probably- the 
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of publ1 hed 1n 1637, w a key bOok 1n the 

develop ent of sohool ot 11 h theological r t1onal1 m. 

It 1a possible th t Tylor ma have known Chi 11ngworth 
5 

er onallY• but even if h d1d not , T ylor•s work must 1n 

many resp ots b regarded 

by Ch1111ngworth • s thought. 

V1 been deeply 1n~lueno d 

h s f r w ve ent1o ed two sourc s fro wh1oh Eng-

11 h theolo of th sevent nth century der1ved 1 ' t, 

t1 e and ' t. homa u1 s. Th third sou.re w mor 

ev nescent. t that coopl x tt rn of mystic 1 tho t 

wh1oh had bee wov n into the f brio of hr1 t1an1ty by n-

erat1ons of s int, reclus • 
ar1es and chemists. e tern 

y t1o l th olog1ans , v1s1on­

t1oal th ology , 1n ofe.r as 

it show the 1nflu nee of any 1ngle , ooher nt chool 1 on b 

trac d to th t of the abbey of t . Victor, which co-ordinated 

m thods of b1bl1o l or1t1o1sm d riv d chiefly from r1 en, and 

th eo-Platon1sm of oeth1u and D1onys1us the eopag1te, 

together w1th el m nts of ugu t1n1an f1de1sm. Thi 1ctor1ne 

theolo W S 0 of th key-sto 1n to syste of t. ' homaa 

1na and, to a le s extent, 1n that f .ooker . t 1n 

both sy tem, sp o1al.ly 1n oke •s, th r wa at nd noy 

for th 11v1 p1r1t of my t1c1 to b lard d w1th r t1onal1-

zin , logical accretions . ~~t1vat d a1n t this t ndenoy , 

the o1scan 1nal1st att oked the 1de tio l y te of 

Tho 1 m. 

t could be ore 1ron1o than the us by ns ootus 4 

Oo of 1 totel1an oholast1o log1o , t h cement of Thom1s, 
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to d stroy a sy te o 1t1ng the sort of Chr1st1an taleolog1• 

cl universe 1n wh1oh y t1c1s oould survive without slipping 

into 1nd1v1du 11 t1o pantheism or millen1al ot1v1s? Yet 

perh ps this was not more 1ron1o than P ·r1t n ttacks upon 

the Roman c tholie ele ent in Anglican theology and u on 

Laud ' s policy of attempting tor gin for the church the eonoa• 

1c and ooial ower 1t had lost through the Refor tion. The 

PUr1ta.n used the oolt ri n conoept or .~ tural and Pos1t1ve 

to bring down m n who might h ve stponed the eoular 

soo1ety which they abhorred. And th1 they did, 11 et e 

anc1soan omin 11. ts. and 11k Luther, 1n then roe of n 

1nd1V1dual1st1o f1de1s with my t1cal undercurrents. One oan. 

not hel p feeling , indeed, that it w the absence of a balanced 

s ystem of my tical th olo r . ork1ng 1th1n a nd justifying the 

Ane·l1can ohureh , wh1oh p rtly a oeounted ror some of th pgli• 

t1c 1 events of the century. he following speoul tion r 

offered tentat1ve17. but it is possible th t this study or 

J eremy T ylor may lend upport to them . although 1t is by no 

eans d pendent pon their validity for its on, 

consequent upon th closure or th mon ster1es and t hu• 

the v1rtu 1 de truction of the traditional ethods of ooenob1t 1c 

contempl t1on , the Angl1c n ehurch did not posses the oap e1ty 

to bsorb &nd direct a strong, rema1n1 undercurrent or popu­

lar f1de1s . ' his f1de1s , therefore , which was heritage 

of late med1 val o 1nal1sm 1ntensif1 d by the re-statement 

of ugu t1n1an 1ndiv1dual1 tic piety made by the iefor rs, 

had to dev lop outside the ohuroh establ1shment. But the 
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Ane;lio n church was ra ti n1 it was, s ooker m inta1ned, 

1dent1.f1 ble w1th and under the Jur1sd1ct1on of th state. 

The Er t1an knot of ohuroh and st te. ohuroh pol1oy b 1ng a 

branoh of political policy. de 1t impossible for popular 

f1deism to xi.st unmolested. Gr dually, but very log1o lly, 

e peo1ally when one rem bers the los of moral authority by 

court and crown in the early seventeenth century. popula:-

f1d ism was led to oapture the tate. 

The individualism inherent 1n Puritan fideism . which 

had never been temp red by 1na.t1tut1onallzat1on in land, 

although 1t had been in Scotland, helped to exa~ r te tho 

anarchical tendencies logically 1nherent 1n extreme pol1t1oal 

act1v1sm, This condition of latent anarohy• w1th the re by­

ter1ans a.ttemptin to capture control of the ,.:ra t1a.n knot , 

and the sectaries and 1nd1fferents trying to cut 1t, existed 

with an ever 1noreas1ng tendency to become aetual until 1n­

ev1tably a group appeared, Crom ell and the army, which wa 

prep red to conciliate over religious pr1nc1ples by reducing 

them to the lowest comm.on denomlnator and possessed rnea.ns of 

force and w1ll1ngnes.s to use it , thu f1ll1n the power v cuurn, 

Taylor's positions as a theolo 1an and churchman upon 

the subj cts of f1de1sm and mystioism are among the most 

faso1nat1n of h1a aspects for a modern red r . In no way 

did he run counter to the gathering tr nd of rel1g1on and 

soo1$ty after the mid centur1 towards rat1onal1sm and rel1-

gkU.s restraint. o call Ta.ylQr a lll1"St1o . s some of h1s 

dm1r rs have tr1 d to do, 1 to 1nv1te a co _ptU"ison w1th the 



8 

r1dent1ne saints wh1oh few ngl1sh figur of this period 

o n b ar. 'itaylor, like many of th most d1st1ngu1shed 

l1terar7 en of his o ntury, was a manipulator, alway · char• 

1n I often moving. of the eo• la.tonic y tioal conv n ions 

which ntered .ti.:ngland 1n force during th na1ssano. 

1ena1ssanoe eo- laton1sm had great appoal for th art1s• 

t1oally and aesthet1oally or1 ntat d mind. ·ut 1n its 

syncret1oal .form, apt only for th under tan.ding ot' pol)'Ula~ha, 

it made no popular appeal. It had the advantage Qf oe1ng 

1nd1v1dual1st1c, which de it attraotive to some think rs, 

peoially Protestant ones lready saturatad 1n Augu t1n1an1a -

Unl1k uguat1n1 n1sm, howev r , eo-Platon1c myst1o1sm wa. 

favourable to some of tbe oh1ef l mente in hom1sm. We have 

touehed upon au.eh 1ngl1ng of ,· O•Pl ton1s , Protestant1 m, 

and hom1s alre d.Tt for oo or's;;::; .... .,._;;.,,,..;::;.;:.;:.,...;.;;.::=:~::.-== 

olity was a book produced 1n Just uch an atmoaph r. 

iall1' nam offor themselves as falling within th apeo1f1• 

call¥ f eo• l tonic a.tr am of English thought, for ple, ~1r 

h1l1p 1dney • p n er., l>ra7ton. an1el, Hablngton. and Lor 

Edward rb rt, But for th purpose of t 1s thee1s, one u•t 

draw ttent1on to three men 1n part1eulart bomas raherne, 

• enr-y V ughan, and Henry ore. 1th th s en Jere y 'l'aylor 

had points of relation which we will have oocas1on to examine 

1n pas _ i ng a little later 1n the the t•• 

he purpose of this introductory ohapt r until now has 

be n twofold . :r+1rstly, w bav tried to set Jerem,- Ta,ylor 

within the context of th theolog1oal tho\lght of hla own t1 • 
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and b 1 ly ment1on o e of the writer who 111 aper in 

the fo lowing es, The other purpose has been more 

1 p 1oit1 to indicate ho the study of theology may dd 

d th to the h1stor1 n •s qu t for o us t1on. 

Rejection of this ol im for theolog1eal causation would 

not entirely invalidate,. although it would admittedly injure , 

the approach of this thes1s. It must, however, be remembered 

that the seventeenth century was an intensely theological 
6 

a e . The preacher wa ubiquitous , the preaching virtually 

ndless. By bulk, books about d1v1n1ty and about pol1t1os 

treated fro a theolo ical standpoint overwh l the rel t1vel7 

small quantity of books of poetry and plays wh1oh pos sses 

uoh 1 port nae for us no . One has only to read he y 

debat at Putney and Whiteh 11 during the late 1640 ' s to 

realize that art1oulat men were th1nk1n and talking at a 

level of abstraction her theology , log1c , politic, nd 

supposed 1 ediat d1v1ne 1nsp1rat1on were mingled in a very 

complex way . 

Some of the most important of Jeremy ·raylor • s boo s par .. 

tak of this mixed character. In 1647, f or example , h 

published the book for wh1oh he is most frequently r member d , 

A Di sooµrse of the Liberty of _Prophesy ing. which was area oned. 

explication of the grounds and limits of rel1 ;1ous toleration . 

The Rule and ~xercises or Holz Living , 1650 , and The Rul and 

Exercises of Holy Dying , 1651 . although both predominantly 

devotional, med.1tat1ve handbook , contained directions s to 

soc1 l obligations . Discourse of the ature and Offices of 
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Friend hip. 1657, again r lls w1th1n the purview or social 

1 tory . ut the b ok which bove all mak s ~aylor prey for 

the h1stor1an, ven 1f he 1s suspicious of the oaus 1 ffeet 

or theology, 1 the ma a1ve s-u1d to moral ca u1stry hioh 

T ylor published 1n 1660, Duotor Dub1tant1u • or The ule of 

1n all her seneral measures I erv1ng a great 

instrument or the det r 1nat1on of of Con oienoe. The 

fourth ed1t1on, printed 1n 1 96, oontained little over 

e1s,ht hundred rol1o p ges . In them. T ylor discussed the 

relat1onsh1p of consc1enoe to sooi ty, and the natur of 

1v1n, ratur 1, and Positive Law. by argu1 from postulates 

and discussing actual or oontr1ved oases . It i s n exhaustive 

and exhausting production, the last attempt by an •ngl1shman 

to produce a uumma of the medieval type. It 1s a mine of 

social and pol1tioal attitudes , prejudices, 1noohereno1 s, 

nd self-oontradiotions, an exasperating , thoroughly fasc1nat. 

ing book, which has never been adequately studied . 

But of oourse , not all Taylor wrote can be fitted so 

as1ly into the more ell-worn slots of soo1al and 1ntellec­

tua1 history . He was a divine , and natur lly he wrote the­

ology , preached sermons , ote meditations , 11turg1es , prayers , 

and treatises upon internal church government. ter1al from 

such areas will be used 1n the follo 1ng chapters 1n an ttempt 

to demonstrate Taylor • attitud son reason, free-w1ll , and 

liberty . Into this category of • aylor• r1t1ng f 11 such 

books as Of thg 'aored Ord rand Offices of p1scopaoy, pub .. 

11 hed 1n 16421 he ureat •xemplar , 1653, a very popular 
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11fe of Christ , interspersed by med1tat1ons1 the various 

sermons preached at Golden Grove wh1oh were ultimately 

collected into a. folio 1n 1667 and published as A Course of 

Sermon for All t~e ,unda.ys of the Year , the. ver7 i mportant 

polemical works on or1g1nal sin, Unum Neoessar1um , 1655 , and 

Deus Just1f1oatus, 1656 , which brought a storm of protest 

down upon Taylor's head, from both ur1tan and Anglican 

divines , and f1nall¥, one should mention the t wo _parts of 

{1 D1ssua 1ve from Po;e!r:[, written 1n Ireland and published 

1n 1664 and 1667 respeot1vely . 

It 1s d1ff1oult to convey to anyone biased towards 

secularism in philosophy and pol1t1os just how important 

th o1og1oal books l i ke ' aylor• s ere 1n the 1ntelleot u .l 

oont xt of their t i me . s . ,. Coleridge , who made 1t a ma1n 

part of his life ' work t o revive a ph11osoph)r based upon 

sp1r1t . not matter ., knew ell enough . .:>peaking of th s ehool• 

men, he wrote in his onstit\lt1on of Church and t ate t 

• if • the theologi an took the lead b oaus t he 
science of theology wa the root and trunk ot the 
knowl edges that oiv111zed I beoaiuse 1t gave 
unity and th olrculatlng sap of 11fe to all 
ot her sc1 noes , by v1rtue of wh1ch alone theJ 
could be oontemplat•d aa tor lng, eollect1vely, 
the 11v1n t r ee of knowledge. t had t h pre­
cad noy beoau •• under the name theoloa , were 
oompr1 ed all th main a i ds , inst ruments , and 

terlals ot national educat1on, the niaua 
f ormat 1~a, of th body politi o •• , rot, itbout 
celestial obs nations can even terrestt.al chart 
be aeour at ly construct ed . 7 

rhap when he wrote th1s 1 Col eri dge h d 1n m1nd a p ssage 

from one of Taylor ' s e toration sermona . " • , . without the 

infl uence of eel st1al bod1 all natural actions are 
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8 
1neftect1v • 

ut ven 1th 41.d not. th parallel b tw n h word. ot th• 

two 1ters 1 c llarly at on f b had, 
JJ.,· 

deap1t hl fault • th e t of e br cl 1 •• 
great edl al ohool n. In DY w s, on ls t pt to 

r 1. h w th laat school n 1n • not th l tr•· 

son 1 th tart r his 4 th _ a ra 1d ocelerat1on or 

the rooe sot 41 asaoo1 t1on between soi no• 11t1c ·• and 

r 11 1on wh1oh had been Qo.ourr1n th:rou. hout h1s 11f • 

J. lor was born inc br1 e, pro bly 1 161), a the 

fourth oh1lc or ber. Af'te r c 1v1 lo l oat1on. 

1n 1626 e ent red iua Colle e, br1d 1zar, By 

16)3, h had b 00 ea t r of · ts a w in holy rd ra. 

ohb1 ho ard ayl r pr aoh on day 

a sub t1tut l ()tur rand wa so 1 pr s 

to b co 7lor • n or. Throu h Lau • s 

in t. u1 • 

th th d o1 ed 

od off1o ,. 

&7lo1r ••• a. a r llo or All aoul ln xtord n al o 

•• 

he fello hip t All oula 

waa not le4 without 1ncurr1 o e aor1 o • held.on, 

at hat tl ltlU'den or the colle e, a1sted th . ppo1nt ant 

u n tatutor7 un • • ihla was th fir t of ev r-al n• 

pl asant noounter . wh1oh a7lor h d w1\n th ft · e e•toi-a­

t1on ohb1 hop. 

y 163 • 1 l or wa 

h1r. 

par o:n . 

• arr1 , h d ch11 n, nd a a qut t coun r1 

t 1n 1642 11 nt exp 11 d arlor fro bl• 

11v1 • an th course of h1s 11te for a while beco e ery 
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conjectural. He publish d a defence of the p1soopacy t 

xford, h1s first notable production, and was made a Doctor 

of D1v1n1ty, with a horde of loyal others, by Charles I , 

Taylor sees to have been briefly a prisoner of Parliament 

1n 1644. There i also re son to believe he was a chaplain 

for a while . with the oyalist r my . 

Dy 1647, he was ensconced i n a elsh retreat and running 

a small school with two other ejected An 1can clergymen. 

His first wife had died, and Taylor r - married, possibly to 

the natural daughter of Charles I . Th1 per1od in W les , 

hich stretched for approx1 at ly the next eleven year• with 

per1od1c short visits to London to put books through the 

press , see friends , and act as priest and oonf ssor to be-

lea uered .l1cans, w s the period of Taylor's finest wr1t-

1ng . He found a patron 1n Richard Vaughan , Earl of Carbery, 

hoe esiate , Golden Grove , gave Taylor the title for one of 

h1s books. 

The Golden Grove, an expans1on of the catechis, oon• 

ta1n d a preface wh1oh upset the ndependents, and fro ~ay , 

16.55 to J.8.l'ch, 1656 Taylor was 1mpr1soned. 'I'wo y are later, 

it is 1nterest1 to notice, Taylor published A Dlscourse of 

th ·-ature and _Offie>es of Fr1endsh1p, dedicated to th poete s 

1• r , Katherine h111ps , the atohless Orinda, whose cult of 

o1role of friendship includ d both aylor and the poet Henry 

Vaughan . Taylor was a gain mom ntar1ly gaoled 1n 1658 because 

oyston, his publisher, l:lad prefixed ' ylor •s Colleot1on of. 

Offices with a p1ctur of Christ 1n prayer h1ch offended the 
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r1tan 1conocl ts. 

Lat r in th s e y ar, T ylor left for Ireland \ 1th 

hi family, hav1ng been given a position at L1 burn by his 

new patron, ~d ard, arl of Conway. This patronag had been 

p ·rtly mediated through the d1ar1st, translator, amphleteer. 

member or the oyal Soo1 ty, art1st1o conno1a eur, botanist . 

amateur gardener .• fervent oyal1st, and alto ether typ1cal 

late seventeenth Qentury virtuous virtuoso, John Evelyn. 
I 

Tylor beo e •velyn• s oonfessor and spiritual adv1ser 1 um:y 

Gho tly Father & C" aocording to EVelyn•s Diary, 1n 1655. 

Their relationship can be trao d through the 1arY, 1n 

series or letters, and by parallel oompar1sons of their wor·k, 

Edward , Earl of Conway, Jeremy aylor•s new p tron, was 

married to L dy Anne Conway, the Platonic Idea of the Cam­

bridge Platonist Henry More, hows also a fr1end of Tylor••• 

.Anne Conway b longed to that remarkable oup of seventeenth 

century women--tuoy 1 Count es or Bedford.a a ·delen Herb rtr 

and ary Godolph1n. John .Evelyn' s spiritual daughter .. •who w•r• 

able to attract poets, philosophers, divines, and courtiers 

by being incarnations of beauty, virtue , and intelligence. 

Her spiritual ody sey into Quakeris, like ary Godolphin's 

saintly pa.sss.ge through the lasc1 v1ous court of Charles II , 

w one of the ost interesting of s•venteenth century relig­

ious o se histories. 

In Ireland , Jlor carried out pastoral duties at Lisburn 

and preached to a small oyal1st congregation 1n the ohurch 

of al.11nderry. man oalled Tandy, another appointee of 
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Conway•s, 1nf'ormed ag int Ta7lor for using the 1 

cross in a baptism, nd 1n 1659 T ylor had to mak 

Of the 

wear1 .. 

om journey to Dublin to suffer exam.ination by the Ir1 h 

ivy ouno11. 

W1th the Re torat1on, Taylor 1nev1te.bly r oe1ved the 

honours to wh1oh his uffer1ng, loyalty, pen, and high oonnec .. 

t1ons entitled. 1m. e became Bishop of Down and Connor, 

V1oe-Chanoel lor of th University of Dublin, and a member or 

the re-organized Ir1 h Privy Couno1l . All th se honours eem 

then to have turned sour . 'rhe m n who had r1tten Th L1bertz 

of Proehe zing suffer nemes1s 1n way fr quently res rved 

for those who make theoret1o ola1ms for toleration when in 

oppos1t1on, and th n come later to exero1s axecut1ve power-. 

'f1th1n hi d1ooes Taylor encountered terrifying ho t111ty 

from the Pr sbyt r1ans. Taylor wa.s oalled an Arm1n1an, a 

Soc1n1 n, papist, a. half-p p1st . H1s life was thre tened . 

Th Presbyterians took a sol mn oov nant never even to speak 

to h1m, and claimed the 1ntent1on of oulling a 11st of here 1ee 

from h1s books to be ent to Taylor• s superiors . Of this 

there was hardly any need, T ylor ' s superiors were only too 

are of his doctr inal eooentr1o1t1ea. 

Sheldon, the former warden of All Souls , was by now 

Arohb1 hop of Canterbury . Although he had helped Taylor with 

nion 1 during the Commonw alth• another shadow had fallen over 

the1i" relat1onsh1p during the controversies over •raylor • s 

doctrine of original sin. Now he refused Taylor ' s wish to be 
9 

remov d to an · 11sh bishopric . Taylor pleaded ill-health , 
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but it 1s obvious t hat the dete 1n d res1 tano of the 

Presbyterians, whom Tayl.or had deprived of their livings, was 

as much the ca.use o·r Taylor • s sickness as any weakness of 

physic 1 const1tut1on. 

One more minor oharaoter must be introduced. George 

· ust was sent to Taylor when he asked Henry !ore for sone 

"learned and i ngenious nan 11 to serve as a dean 1n h1s d1oc e, 

Rust was cert .inly learned and 1ngen1ous. Displaying more 

raotica.l artfulness than Taylor ever did, st was the v r1 

anonymous author of a pamphlet L tter of Resolut1o.n Conoern-

1ng O:t'igen and the Chief pf His Op1n1ons, published. in 1661, 

He was also preacher of the ser on at Taylor ' s obsequies on 

September J, 1667. When Rust, hav1ng 1n the meanwhile been 

elevated to the ep1scop cy, died a few years 1 ter. his ody 

w•s buried 1th that of T ylor 1n the oathedral at Lisburn. 

I t 1s strangely pleasant to th1nk that to en, whom any of 

their oontemporar1es viewed as suspeot d1v1nes, now compan1on-
10 

ably oouch in the dust, 

Not a eat deal 18 known about Taylor•s life. ve know 

it but fitfully and oan only regret tat no more ha com 

down to us regarding Ta ylor ' s letters and conversation. L1k 

a m1nor Hakluyt hero. Taylor exlst best now as seen through 

the prism of his own leisurely, sometimes subtle, or mov1ng 

style. But despite the poverty of 1nformat1on bout h1e 11fe. 

the oontent of Taylor's voluminous works more than a4e uatelr 

Justify choosing him as the subject of an 1nvest1gat1on suoh 

as the present one. As one of the most rticulate Angl1oan 6 
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of his century, and the one who , perhaps even more than 

Hooker, oont1nued to exeroise 1nfluenoe over readers for the 

next two oentur1es through the oonstant re-publ1oat1on of h1s 

devot1onal handbooks, Taylor deserves to be examined for 

wh tever 11 ht his opinions can throw upon the political and 

intellectual currents of h1a own and subsequent times . 

Firstly, therefore, the intent of this thesis 1s to 

examine Taylor's position upon suoh matters as reason , free-

111, moral activism, contemplation and political liberty. 

econdly, at the same time as th1s examination, 1n order to 

add arg entative spice , the atte pt will be made to show 

that Taylor ' s o 1n1ons and modes of demonstration made hi m 

one of the pro er11 tors of the secularizing ethos of the 

eighte nth century. 

Taylor 1 1 portant not because he w s a very profound 

thinker. He was a curious mixture of poet, rhetor1e1an, 

oa.su1at, and 1nnovat1ng d1v1ne who never quite anaged to 

balance and co-ordinate all his talents . He was a writer 

oonoernin whom 1t may frequently be said with justice that 
11 

•• reoooi ties of heart outran/The 1mmatur1 ties of brain. " 

Th1s vulnerable , impressionable side of his personality makes 

h1m 1nterest1ng to the historian. Intellectually , Taylor was 

diffuse and oontrad1otory1 but h1s oontrad1ct1ons and big­

uit1es were ymptomat1o of the profound. cha. es occurring ln 

.~n 11sh society and thought during his lifetime . In s o e 

respect$ aylor is a better subject for examination from 

th1 point of view than a more consistent thinker would be , 
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A writer 11ke Hobbes , for example, often 1nterpos s hi own 

strong per onal1ty a.nd systematic lo 1c between the his torian 

and the past . 

Taylor , on the other hand , preserved for us to observe 

now an 1ma e of our present society before its features forn1ed 

an hardened , To use a symbol1s dear to h1s century, lthough 

outmoded during the course o 1t , aylor was a icrocosm 

mirroring not a theocentrio , teleological macrocosm, but an 

amorphous cloud in whose shifting mass one can discern the 

vague lineaments of a world which 1s recognizably the modern 

one 1n 1ts confused adolescence . To know Taylor 1s , therefore, 

in many ways, like knowing the origins of oneself . Perhaps , 

ven after few thousand yea.rs the elph1c adage still re-

tains its meaning for the reader , If 1t does , then the approach 

and the subject or th1s thesis should require no further just1-

f1cat1on . 
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OOT OTES, TAYLO RED IVIVUS 

ot • The atandard at of' Jeremy Ta:,lor •a books 1 !!:!! 
l Ta7lor, d. B v • 

.;:,:,:.::.::.::;...,i....::..;;;:~--=--~~---~---..... ~ .... d~·~b .. 1~Re~v. Cbaiol a Pa • 
• o Vols. ( n, Lo n, Gren, Longman. Hobert•• 

reen. , • eto., 1864). Hereafter, th1a set will be dee1 -
mlted by the word,--• followed b7 the appropr1ate vol 
number, title, and · reterenc. Pl•••• see eot1on or 
th 1bl1ogra:phy' ror the ke7 to abbreT1ated t1tl••• 

l Works, Vol. 7, The Cold n Grove, P• 594. 

2 lb1d,, P• 526, -
) T7Pical ot auoh an attempt 1• Geor e Grant•• La nt tor 

a t1on (Toronto, oClelland and tewart L1 1ted, 1968}, 
P• 63, 

4 For aocounta • ee Brian H. G. ormald, 
. endon Pol1t1 640-1660 (Cambr1dg 

a '·Un1vera1 

5 P. D s Malaeaux, An H1ator1oal and Critical Acoount o 
the L1f of Wlll1 Ch 1 ngwort London, ted 
a letter of Ch1111ngwortb•s 1n which a" r, aylor" wa■ oha­
raoter1zed •• a an- who•• •• want uoh of the eth1oal art 
or a d1acoureer and alight too • an1 ti ea the ar uments ot 
tho•e he diecoura • with ••• • The releTant paasages or this 
letter wer quoted by Charl • Jamea Stranks, . he Lite and 
r1t1nga of Jer y Ta~lor (London, S . P .C, K., 1932), P• 44, 

to 1nd1o te the proba ll1ty that Ta7lor knew Ch1111ngworth. 
Rob rt a. orr, Rea on and Author1t The Tho ht or William 
Ch1ll1reorth (Oz ord.a C arendon Preas, , P• 7 , had 
no hesation in 1dent1f71n • Mr. Taylor" with Jer 7 Taylor. 

6 e od.tr 7 Davi a, • 11ah Pol1t1oal Serons, 1603-1640 1 • 

~• unt1W:5ton L\brqz Quaftfrlf, III (October 19)9)• PP• l• 
2 • 

7 · uel Taylor Coler14g , h co Rlete wyrka, ed. Shedd.. 
7 vols, ( •• York, per Brothers, 1868 , VII, The 
Conat1tut1on of Chttroh an4 tat• PP• 54•55, -

19 
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8 orks, Vol. e. supplem ntm Sermons, P• 376. 

9 A s1sn1r1oant pa sage occurs 1n a letter whloh Taylor 
wrote to Sh ldon on y 2;, 1664, 

I hav be n informed fr.om • good hand 1n England, 
that your graoe was pleased once to sq, that I 
m.yael:f' was the only hindrance to mys lr of be1ng 
remov d to an English b1ahopr1o, If it be, bF any 
t•ult or 1ne (ot wh1eh I cannot so much as mak 

conjecture) I v111 oerta1nl7 maks end.a when 
I know 1t; •nd 1n the mean time I beg or your 
pace to pardon 1tt but 1f 1t be only m1 unworth1-
n · a, 1t 1 true. I do confe and deplore that s 
but I know :,our graoe oan either find e worthy, 
or make e so ., 

uot d from Bev. Reginald Hel) l", L\fe gt BishOp i:J.'ayloi-, 1n 
a7lor1 a Works• Vol, l, p, CXI. 

10 All the foreg01ng b1ographleal ·details were culled rrom 
eoondary sources., 'l'he two beat booka are ev. R•s1nal4 

Heber•• L1t·e ot BJ.shop T'llor, pr1nt•4 in Vol. l ot Ta,lor' • 
Work• and Chartee Jues trankas' 1:h• Life and }!r1t1ngtot 
Je;rem7 ,Taylor (Lond.orh s .• P ,C, K. , l952J • see aiao NarJor1e 
Hope N1ool on (494.) , CO!\!:fl tetter51 the Corrt•ponden~e of 
Anne Viscountess Oonwa • _ nr ko .. and The1r Friends, 
• 2-1 New Haven, I Un Tera t;r Presa, 1 30 • -

ll Herman elv1ll • Clarel, ed. w. , Bee:anson (N w York• 
Bendr1ck House, 1960)', II, 4, 11nee 52-5:}. 
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judge. then, log1call7, he should tr7 to 11v each moment of 

hie lit with all the v1rtue of act and thought wb1oh h oan 

ust r. Suoh was Tqlor•s op1n1onf auch ind ed had alwa7s 

been orthodox Christian op1n1on. What mak • Ta7lor •• doctr1ne 

part1oularl7 a1gn1t1cant, however, 1a that 1t otlvated a 

de nd1ng oral aot1v1am. roadly speaking, Taylor was mov d 

to formulat uoh an aot1v1st th1o partl7 b oaus ot his r -

J ot1on of wh the considered to be the Boman C tholic doo­

tr1n s of the effioao7 of death-bed repentance and prieatl7 

absolution and the equally repellent doctrine of extr me 

prede t1nat1on held b7 the Presbyterian, partly be us or 

hi desire to v1nd1cate the mercy ot God and provide a secure 

foundation tor salv t1on in a time of bew1lder1ng controver­

aie • nd finally beoauae of his own oono pt of th nature or 

man. Let us consider e oh ot thee influences and th 1r 

1 pl1oat1on with r gard to what Taylor thought to be man•• 

l g1t1mat and neoesaary 11m1ts of activity, 

1th obsess1ve frequency and v hemeno•• Tqlor expreaaed 

opposition to th oman Cathol1o opinion that 1t waa sutt1c1ent 

tor a an to declare repentance tor a 1sap nt lite when in 

the actual aot or d71ng, Lat r on 1n th1a chapter we shall 

consider th details or Ta7lor •a dootr1ne of repentance more 

olosel7 after having ex 1ned what he thought were the powers 

and duties or man, At the o ent, 1t 1 autt1o1ent to state 

that tor Taylor 1 g1t1mat repentance could only be a oont1n­

uoua proce •• oarried on throughout the a1nn r•s 11t • having 

its rt ot b7 ti ulattng overt acts or virtue. • p ntanoe 



2J 

1s the institution of a ph1lo oph1o land evere life, an 

utt r xt1rp t1on of all unreasonabl ness and 1 piety- , nd 

an address to , nd a f1nal pass1ng through, all the parts of 
5 

holy living." W1th rep ntance, the s1nner enters a covenant 

w1th God to 11v an holy 11fe, becomes a new creature oharac­

ter1z d b7 a faith h1ch expresses itself by charity nd. 
6 

adherence to th co andments of God . e1ther, in Taylor ' s 

opinion, are the conditions of thi covenant so d1ff1eult aa 

not to be met but by extraordinary virtu, th conditions are 

asy, equable, ev n prof1tabl. Th re 1s no extr v gant 

harshness in them which might exculp t a proor stinated 

repentance • 

• • • when God roqu1r s nothing of us but to 11ve 
soberly, juatly and godly, wb1ch verJ thlng• of 
th mselves to man are a very • t tel1c1t7 and 
neoesaary to h1a present well-being, shall we 
think th1 to be load and an insufferable burd n, 
and that heaven 1 ao 11ttl a purchase t that 
price, th t God 1n mere j st1ce will take a death­
bed sigh or roan, and a f w unprot1t ble tears 
and promise , in exch nge for all our dut7? 7 

or s1m1lar reasons , and 1th the same consequeno • 
Taylor reJeoted hat he con idered to be th oman Catholic 

perv r ion or confession and pr1 tly absolution. Her • one 

needs to xpla1n th the regarded priestly b olut1on a it­

self rl idly d pend nt upon God 's pardons and by no mans 
8 

b1nd1ng d' p rdon to the sinner. Rom.an Catholic praot1o, 

Taylor thought, ndow d the inn r 1th"• •• a false oon-

f1dence ••• it 1 nurs or c&l"el ssn s • •• gives boldness 

to imp rteot pen1t$nts, and kes them to laoken th 1r own 
9 

piety. • • In one of h1s last works , Taylor broke out into 
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the follo 1ng s ro sm again t cont s1on1 

••• all the orld ob erve how loosely th 
Ital1ana. Span1ar4•• and enoh do live 1n their 
oarn1v ls, g1v1ng to themselve all lib rt7 and 
licence to do th vilest th1n a t that time, 
not only b oau they r for a while tot ke 
their 1 av ot th , but beoauae the7 are (a1 
they suppose) to be o soon eased or th ir or1me 
by conteas1on, and the e1roular and never-ta111n 
hand of th priest ••• 10 

Y t another element g1v1 momentum to J re y Tylor's 

system of ot1v1st virtue w s h1 rejection of predestination. 

His r J otion was mainly b sed upon two ground. Firstly, 

he thought that the logical consequence of predestinat ion 

ould be to deprive men of ny w1sh or hope to ke them elv 

worthy of Heav n by their on effort . If God , 1n his 

omniscience, had determ1n db fore a man• birth 1f he were 

to be damn d or to be one of the elect , what ot1v could h 

have to tru t5 in battle who e outcom no act of h1 own 

could 1n the slightest way alter? The 11log1oal1ty of such 

reasoning mov d T 7lor to scorn, 

' e are taught to believe that the ev nts of things 
do not d p nd upon our cruc1ty1ng our ev11 and 
corrupt affeot1ons , but upon ternal and unalter­
able couna l•• that the proml •• I of Godl are not 
the reward of obedience, but grao s per a1n1ng 
onl1 to a r prede t1nate, and yet men are 
saint for 11 that , nd th t the laws of God are 
of the rao ot: th giants , not to be ob erred b7 
any gr ce or by an,' industry. This 1s the o te­
ch1am or the ignorant and profane ••• 11 

In oontr diction, h 1nta1ned th t although d had c rta1n17 

des1gnat d o e his leot. thy were f wand were only 
12 

f1tfull7 aw r or their blessed cond1t1on. always, when 

he sought touehatone of certainty, T lor r sorted to 
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mundan1t;r, " • . • th$ performance or our d.ut1 1s the best 

cons1gnat1on to t&rn1ty , and the only t st1mo?l7 God gives 
1:3 

us of our eloct1on • • . " 

The second ground upon whieh Taylor bas d h1s r$ject1on 

of predestination was his desire to vind.1cate the goodness 

or God. #To be God. and te te essent1all1 and 1nf1n1t ly 

good, is th same thing s and therefore . to deny either is to 
14 

be reckoned among th greatest or1mes 1n the world . " God, 

in Taylor ' s eyes, could not be ood 1f lie decreed m n to b 

born 1n an hopeless state of sin. predestined to ell, If 

He d1d, He would be 1njust, for hat Justice would there be 

in damning a man for what he could not help , for what God 

Him elf did. N ver oould God so oontrad1ot His w1sdo.m as to 
1.5 

inflict what ould b sop t ently unjust . If such propo 1• 

t1ons as th foregoing were false, th n " • . • the reatest 

part of mankind would be tempted to think they have re on 

not to love God , and all t he other part that have not appre­

hended a reason to hate li1m, would have very much reason to 
16 

suspect His severity a.rut their own condition. " 

Thus far, we have seen how Taylor as biased towards 

the 1'ormulat1on of an aot1v1st eth1o by h1s rejection of what 

he considered to be the Roman C tholie doetr1nes of death-bed 

repentance and pr1 stly absolution, by his reJec.t1on of pre­

destination and a des1re to defend the oonvent1ona.l attribu­

tion to God of ju t1ce , Another elem nt also , rather para­

doxic 1 in a man with his type of reputation, must be 

oons1dered , that is, Taylor ' s d1s11ke or controversy. In 
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the ded.1oat1on or his L1fe of Christ to Lord Hatton, for 

example, T ylor n-ote 1 

.•• I most o rt in, that by living 1n th 
reli ton and far or God, in obed1 no to the 
king, 1n the oh r1t1es and dutie of communion 
with y spirit 1 guides , 1n ju t1oe and love 
with all th world in their several proportions, 
I shall not r 11 t that nd wh1oh 1 - pert otiv 
of humane nature, and which 111 nev r be obt 1ned 
by d1aput1 • 17 

Th1a 18 theme wh1oh we shall encounter again, fro 

d1tferent point of view, when 1n the next chapt r •• ex 1ne 

T 7lor • theories of oogn1t1on. It accounts tor the charac­

ter of a large portion ot Taylor•• work-•The L1f' ot Christ, 

th se ona, Jiol7 Living and olz D71ng--wh1oh are indeed, • 

Taylor says 
1 

•praot1cal," 

o1f1oall7 of The Lite ot Chr1et, minentl7 

rath r than peoulat1ve. r1t1ng or the 

rao1l1ty w1th wh1oh men banned He v n• te to thoee who 

disagreed 1th them doctrinally, Taylor sa1d, 1ron1oal17 1n 

ht• ost controversial book, "' henc came h tred, vari no, 

ulation and atr1fe a and the r of ohr1 t ndom wh1ch hav 

been kindled by d1 put rs, and the evil lives rh1ah were 

ooo aioned and enoour ed by thos prooe dings, are the b t 
19 

confutation 1n the world of all such disputation." 

Obsess d by then ed. for order, 1n a oentury hen disorder 

1n ehureh, t te, and 1nd1v1dual orals seem d universal to 

h1m and to most of hi cont porar1 a, Taylor would have sub­

scribed to Phineas Fl tcher • description of 1chostas1 -­

Sedition or chism, 

Two head, oft thr , he in on body had, 
or w1th th bod.7, nor themselve gre 1nga 



27 

What this command d, the other soon forb d& 
As different 1n rule, as nature be1nga 

The body to them both, and neither pron, 
Was 11k$ a double-hearted dealer grown, 

Endeavour1ng to please both parties, pleasing none. 

As when the powerfull w1nde nd adv re tide 
tr1ve whioh should oat command the subjeot ma1nt 

The soornfu.11 waves. swelling w1th angrie pr1d , 
Y$eld1ng to ne1ther. all their force cl1sda1nt 

Mean t1me the shaken ve sel doubtfull plares , 
And on the stagg 1r1ng billow trembling stayes, 

And would obey th m both . and none o bot h obeys. 20 

But Taylor d1d. no,t consider man, "the shak n ve • sel,. or-

letcher • s stanza . to be totally at th meroy of wind, t1de, 

and wave .. Although• superf1o1ally at least, he as too Canny' 

and cautious a d1v1ne to le ve man 11m1tl ss s -room; Taylor 

did , at a theoretical level, consider m n•s facU1t1es, ub­

Jeot to an infusion of divine grace, adequate to br1n him 

into an healthy harbouring . 

Taylor, like ny a wr1ter before him and since. regarded 

_n aa a merour1al combination of the b t1 1 a.nd the d1v1ne. 

On the one hand. '' • . • his body 1• but r ottenness and in-

f'1rm1ty cover d with a r 1r mantle , a dungh1ll overo st w1th 
21 

snc>w. • "I " by natur he 1s the oh1ld of wr th, and • • • • 
22 

b1 his nn rs he is the eh11d of th d v11. .... .. • • • • 
in all th forest the ape 1s th handsomest beast so long as 

he show noth1n but his handr but hen the enqu1r1 a.nd 

envious beasts looked round about him• they qu1ok17 e p1ed a 
2J 

foul defor 1ty." Ar 1r summary of Tylor ' s opinion of the 

le. st favour ble char cter1st1os or man appears 1n t e follow­

ing p raphrase he made fro Apule1us, 



The spirit or a man 1a light and troublesome, 
b1a bod:, 1a brutish and s1okl71 he 1a constant 
in his folly and error , and 1noonatant in h1s 
annex-sand good purJ>O•••• h1a labours are vain, 

1ntr1oat•, and endless, his fortune is changeable, 
but• ldom pleae1ng. n•••r perfect, his w1edom 
comes not till he be ready to die, that is, till 
he be past using 1tt h1a death 1• certain ••• 24 

On th• other hand, Taylor oould consider man, without 

oontrtad1ct1ng b1 aelt, aa a Teh1ole of the d1•1ne. "Let us 

re emb r that God 1• in us• an4 that •• are in , •• ar• 

1a workmanship, 1 t ua not deraoe 1tt we are 1n His preaence, 
25 

let us not pollute it b7 unholy and lspure aot1ons.~ • • • • 
God hath exalted h an nature, and ad.e 1t 1n the per on of 

Je us Christ to •1t aboTe the highest seat or an ela, and the 

a els ar ad ·1n1steri spirits , •Y•r a1no• their Lord. 
26 

beo e our brother. , •" 

But ther• 1a no oontr-41ct1on between Taylor•• two oon­

oept1ons ot man, because he oonoe1vea ot the one, the be•t1al, 

bein trant1sured b7 th other, the divine. The tunot1on or 

n is to worship God, and this tu.notion rede a the bod.7 • 

... • • God 1s to be wor•h1pped. It 1a the ine 'buia1nesae 

of our lite, th end or our oreat1on, the perfection ot the 
27 

Creature •• ," By taking th1a pc>s1t1on. Taylor differed 

somewhat with his Puritan antagonists who could •• nothing 

in the aerY111tie ot ritualism but idolatry-, wher as Taylor 

••• 1n th the tunot1onal, bod117 •naotment or an owed ser~ 

vie. "How shall all the workes or God praise h1, if our 

bod7•• wh1oh are God•a workmanship doe not in their anner 
28 

th1• work• of God, that is to worship, and prais h1 ?" 
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The key to the apparent contrad1ot1on, therefore. 11 s 

1n the d1st1not1on between man befor rev lat1on and grace 

consor1pt him for God•s service, and after, when he 1 oapabl 

of fulfilling the divine 1mpl1.oat1ons of h1s creation • 

• • • a man that 1s guided onl.7 by natural reason, 
w1thout th revel tiona or the go pel •• - An 
animal man. that ls , a philosoph ~. or a rational 

an, such a ero the G,:eek and Boman philo opher ., 
upon the atoQk and account of the learning ot their 
schools could ne't"er clls-o rn the exc lleno1es or the 
gospel mJ$ter1es a as of God incarnate , Christ 
dy1~, resurrection ot the bo4Y, and tb . 11k•• 29 

o a man •• •. r lying upon natural pr1no1pl 1thout rev -

lat1on •• •" 1s. 1n T 7lor•e op1n1on, oppos d to the •stat 
:30 

of grace" and eannot be saved, ·4 yet, a curious b1gu1ty 

sup rvenes rut rorb1da one to ke too sharp the d1 t1nct1.on 

1n 'l'qlor•s m1nd and 1n hia writings between "an1 al lf and 

spiritual man .. he amb1gU1ty occurs in Taylor•a work when he 

atte pt to ppl7 th oo parat1v ly orthodox type of redeemed 

n, an1 tad by aoe. which h oonetructed wh1l ar 1ng 

again t the Calv1n1st1o v1ew of original sin to th oond1t1orut 

ot covenant theolo37,. which h1 1nter sts in oa u1st:ry led 

him to apply to all as~ot of human behaviour, 

It 1 very difficult to ummar1ze Taylor•s dootr1n or 

will dequatoly b cau e he wa oo pellod to plot uoh subtle 

oour e- where deviation to 1ther s1d would hav meant h1s 

sh1pwreok on the shoals ot the predest1natlonal log1o wh1oh 

he d ap1sed, or upon those of Pelag1an1sm and the B an 

Catholio doctrine or works. Under such oond1t1on • Ta7lor 

was forced to use a oaut1ous ethod ot st te::nent. qual1f1cat1on, 
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reservation, and ant1c1p torr rebuttal which m kes th book 

where his doctrine 1s most fully expounded, Unum Ne~••s r1um, -
cohere like a dry.stone wall. For the curious to attempt to 

detaoh on p1eQe from such a struoture ror oloser 1nspeot1on 

invariably results in but a jagged fragment, and may raz all 

to oont'us1on. Nevertheless. suoh n inspection must be 

attempted, although the reader 1s warned that the only ad•• 

quate statements of Taylor•s doctrine are those he mad. b1m­

selt' 1n Unum Neoessar1um, and 1n a more oono1se and pQpular - •• 

form in 12!:!!!. Just!t1catus. 

Aoeord1ng to Taylor, Adam's sin neither made man an heir 
)1 

or damnation or •naturally and necessar11Y v1o1oua.• It 
J2 

mad.e ·"' • • • no s1n 1nhet-ent 1n us, • al though 1 t did bring 

in such evils upon humanity as dy1ng. sorrow, and ooncu­

p1scence, But it d1d not destroy man•a ability to work out 
;3 

his own alvat1on by resisting sin. His understanding 

suffered no "deorement or d1m1nut1on,• nor could hi "reaaon­

able soul, "' which is by nature transcend.ant, · 1inmortal • and 
Jl~ 

constant, 

The Fall, therefore, entailed suffer1ng--wh1oh is sn 

1mportant point to remember when we eome to explsin Tqlor •a 

politic l theories--"• • • even whatsoever the anger or God 

1 pleaaed to tntlict; aiokn •• and d1ehonour, poverty and 

shame, a caitiff sp1rlt and a gU1lty conscience, tam1ne and 
3.5 

war, plague and pestilence •• ,•, but it did not 1mpa1r the 

ab111ty ot Adam•·• successors to choose good ", , • and ss 
)6 

naturally love good as eT1l, and 1n om 1natanc s more.• 
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The Fall d1d not enta11 upon man a constant pred1spos1t1on 

towards ev11 and an oblivion to good. 

Taylor g ve the following reasons for his doctrine, 

Firstly, he argued from the necessary attribute to God of 

justice, an argument which we have not1oed already as hav1ns 

been us d to deny the validity of extrem predest1nat1on, 

To be born, was a thing wholly involuntary and 
unohosen, and therefore 1t could 1n no sense be 
chosen that w.e were born so, that is, born guilty 
or Ada •s sin, htch we knew not of1 Wh1ch was 
done so many thousand years betor& we were born, 
wh1oh w had never heard of 1t God had not b en 
pleas$d by a supernatural way to reveal to us, 
whlch the greatest pa.x•t of mankind to th1s da..Y 
have never heard ofr at whinh we were d1sp1eased 
&$ oon as we knew of it, which has caused much 
trouble. to us 1 but never tempted us w1th any 
ple sur . ;7 

Taylor lays it down as u:1omatio that no man oan be oonda.mned 

by G.od for something ot wh1oh he was not guilty, and no u1lt 

or respons1b111ty can be 1mputed here there 1s not consent 

or an act of will depending upon a pr1or aot or understanding. 

neither of which could be justly said to inhere by prox, 1n 
- ;8 

Adam on the behalf of his desoel'idants. 

Granting the app11oab111ty of suoh a lega11st1Q mode of 

argumentat1otl to the relat1onsh1p of the f1n1t · to the 1nt1n1t, 

Taylor 's Objection 1s unanswerable. But 1t 1 very dangerous 

ground for n avowedly Chri t1an apologist to be otanding 

upon. It can provide, and h1stor1oally has pro'Vided, a de ... 

fens1ble perimeter for both De1st and atheist. It also 

delineates a doctrine or consent which although couched 1n 

theological terms ot'f rs itself ve'I:Y readily for use in an 
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ana.logioal pol1t1c 1 context 1.n a. manner destructive or some 

of Taylor ' s most cunningly devised s tructures ror vernment. 

But more of the latter point will be made ln a later chapter, 

A second reason whieh Taylor advanced for not regarding 

Adam's sin as hav1ng depr1ved man of h1s original freedom to 

ehoo e good revolves around the nature of death, and. by ex­

tension, although Taylor doe not explicitly m nt1o~ them 1n 

this context, presumably other evils suoh as sickness, dis­

honour, famine, and plague, wh1ch have already been ment1one4 

a consequent of the Fall. Death he considers to be part of 

the natural cond1t1on of man, condition which God w1thh ld 

originally from Adam by a supernatural favour which oould 

leu;1t1matel;, and w1thout injustice be imposed aga1n as part 

of the neoessary nature of creation. Death , aecord1l'lg t o 

thi view, 1s "• • , not pr1mar117 evil t but if not good. y t 
39 

at 1,oa t 1nd1t'ferent •. •" Taylor oan even consider death 

to possess an amicable character. "It we follow Chl:'1 t, death 

is our friends if we 1m1tate the prevar1cat1on of Adam, then 

d th becomes an ev111 t.be oond1t1on of our nature becomes 

the punishment of our own sin, not ot Adam ' s. or although 

h1s s1n bn>ught death in, yet 1t 1s only our in that m kea 
40 

death to be eVil." 

Once ga1n, grantlng the b1pl1ed structure of belief of' 

h1oh this mode of argument is a product, Ta7lor•s reasoning 

1s unexceptionable. But 1t 1s dangerous ground for an 

orthodox d1 v1ne to .adopt if,. as tfe shall see Taylor does• he 

makes such acoeptabl suffering the support of an h1eraroh1oa1 
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soo1ety and a dootr1ne of prov1dence wh1oh ensures that 

soo1ety• s oontinuanoe . But, ot course, for Taylor. a we 

have already seen when ex 1n1ng the concepts of "an1m l" and 

spiritual man, the possibility a man being able by his un­

assi tad natural r ason to lay ola1m to salvation did not 

ex1st. God closed the bre oh betw en "an1 l" and spiritual 

man by revelation and covenants; and th nature of these 

covenants was itself suff1o1ent proof to Taylor that his 

d fenoe of man ' s ab111ty to choose good and work out h1s own 

s lv tion was oorreot. 

• • • 1t 1s not to be suppo ed that God d1d 1nfl1o·t 
n::, necessity o,r s1nn1ng upon Adam or his po ter1ty, 

because from that t1m ev r unto this, .e by- new 
la h th required innocence of lite, or repentance 
and holiness •.. or th1s employing us. in H1a ser-

oe there can be no gre ter evidence than the 
.g1 v1ng to us new laws. . • 1f 1.nan could not obey, 
1t 1s not consistent 1th the 1sdom of God to 
re.quire or man what He lmows an cannot do, nor with 
H1s justice to pun1sh that 1n m n wh1oh He kno s 
man cannot avoid, 41 

Not the least inter at1ng and s1gn1f1oant aspect of' this :rea­

soning 1s that i t can log1cal1y imply the overshado 1ng or 

Natural law by Revelation, rather than the eo-operat1ve link 

between the two which had been outlined by- thinkers before 

Ta,lor, notably ooker. Usi ng suoh an int rpret t1on, his­

tory unrolds as a series of covenants, beginning w1th a 
42 

covenant of works, which was broken by Ada• cont1nu1n 
43 coupl d 1th w1th a covenant of works under the U~saic Law , 

faith 1n the coming of the ~ssias, culminating 1n the 

appearanoe of Christ, vrho dismissed. the Jewish covenant nd 

imposed a n w covenant of faith and works. 



• • • Ch lat th 41• tor ank1nd, and in so o1 
1• eo • our • •r re r•••ntat1T•• 
thereror• thla •1n or cannot 11 • o tro 
hat• t• t o4 thi into wh1 h •• are ut b1 

the •ro1e• or 1n our Jeau•t thererore 
w 1ntant or l 10 1 or an or •o ahall r r 

h1• (M 'a aiii] alon• be cond d to an e ff l 
ban1 nt t • the ewe• at preaeno• ot o4, 4.S 

.a.a a reault ot hi• tr1 ot the 11 and he reaaon• 

h• tr 

• •ob 

to aup rt •uoh a trlne, a7lor ••• able o ke 

10, P•F holo 1 al anal7 1, ot which erpl 

all h1• raotloal emor at1· na to r1 b • n ot •nd. hia ••• 

alona into pol1t1 l theo:r-,, 

an. aoooN.1 

1•. rl tt• reat , vb •• T1rtuous ooftd.uot de • upon 

an uable thr • l•••• tlratl7, •the law or ·•-
r••• aeoon417, "th• 1•• or the 

46 
1nd•, th1 17, "th• law or 

h• • 1r1i,• be 1 • t bera 1• •JftO OU8 with •1n, 
.. t e •1•41' , he rel1•h• th• at. and NYOUI' Ot th• • • • 

47 
t'leeh. • • •• a\lbJ ated thl• law wu 1n yloi-•a 

o 1n1on 1n a eta• t ble beat1al1t1• h law ot the 

al 1• a 41tlon 1n wh1 h th•r• 1• ooneo1oua ••• ot the 

•T11, ut th•r• 1• an ln pa 1tr 

o the 1ntl lt7 Of tleah 

and the 41aa4Yanta •• t the reate4 orl4. • law ot the 

fro the captlTitT or a1n • tleah. 

An1MJ~"01 to •hloh one ot h••• three la•• the oreature 

••n••• au h will hla ohara ter oorre• 1 11 be. 'i'he 

1• toua an4 t •• oou lou• of n at le etween o 4 
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and evil, urrender to the la or members. The animal. or 

merely moral man attempts to avoid ev11 and choose good, but 
48 

he is not "s nct1f1ed by the Sp1r1t. ff • •• • and hie passions 

tr quently overcome h1a reason. The third category, the 

regenerate, are ubject to the same eonf'l1ot between reason 

and pa sion as the moral man, but reason wtth them operates 

under the 1 w of the p1r1t. Sp1r1t 'becomes man' s confeder­

ate and enables him, 1:f' he Qo-operates w1th 1t, to prevail 

1n his oho1ce or g0od over evil. 

Taylor ' s del1neat1on ot the r g nerate as being 

n ceasa.r1ly ubject to the operation ot spirit, ot grace; 1s 

eruo1al to his defen.se against ,charges that he was a Pelag1an 

or that he was violating the meaning of the Ninth of the 

Th1rty-N1ne Art1oles or the Church or England, 

•• • my way or expl1oat1ng th1s que tion does 
mo t or all de troy- th Pel tan heresy., sine 
although I am d s1rous to acquit the d1spenaat1on 
or God and H1s Jus·t1ee fro any 1mputat1on or 
suspicion of wrong, and am loath to put our sins 
upon the acoount or anoth r, 7et I impute all our 
evils to the 1mperteot1ona ot our nature and the 
mal1ee of our choice wh1ch does most of all demon. 
strate not only the necessity- of sraoe, but also 
of 1ntant bapt1sm, •• 49 

On a theoretical level at 1 at, TaJlQr con latently ma1n­

ta1nad th t the unass isted operation of an•a nature a1one 

could not bri ng him to God1 His grace and t he regen ration 

et"feet ed by the Splr1t could alone transl te man to Beaven. 

'l1h1s po s1 t1on was, Taylor insisted, c1 ting the • up.port of' 
50 

Zw1ng11 , Er emus, and Grct1us. co pletely orthodox, He 

never r etracted i t , despi t e th . horr<.>r ot Duppa, 1. hop or 
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Salisbury, or the eontroversial letters he exch nged w1th 

Warn r , B1shop or oohester, or the tears (1f he ever hard 

or them) which ere shed by Robert Sanderson, the famous 
51 

Anglioan aasu1 t, who deplored Taylor's doctrine, 

But ev nit Taylor ' s doctrine was orthodox at a theoret1• 

cal lev l, being mod1f1 d by oaref\11 qua11f1oat1ons, his work 

as a praot1oal moralist. as a oaau1st , and as a polem1o1st 

against Antinom1an1sm and Boman Cathol1o1sm all operate to 

negate the d1st1not1on Taylor made betw en animal , or moral 

man and regenerate man. Certainly he o1.roum.vents the danger 

of ascribing overmuch dignity to una.ss1sted reason in Unum -
Neoesss.r1wn and Df US J\lat1f1oatus, but as we hall see 1n 

what follow further,, there 1s an overwhelming t ndeney for 

Taylor 1n h1s other books, motivated by polem.1oal , prov1den-. 

tlal-. pol1ttoal, and &piatemolog1cal reasons, to c1rcumaor1b 

grace, to mak 1t 1n effect a :tunotion, not of God, but or a 

certain type or aoe1ety. There is also another tendency, t~ 

some extent contradicting the tat10. societal conception of 

gr ce Just mentioned, a dynamic, 1nd1T1dual1st1c one, which 

appears because of Taylor•a emphasie upon the covenant be. 

tween God and an and the necessity for man• aot1v consent 

to th1a covenant as a condition for h1a salvation. 

Thia second. tendeno11a the one wh1oh will oooupy our 

attention 1n the remainder or this chapter.. There is, 1n 

effect, an 1mpl1cat1on 1n Taylor •a doctrine that grace mar 
be al oat "ferced" to inhere 1n an 1nd.1v1dual when he has 

fult1lled the articles or covenant, such a statement would, 
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no doubt .• have horrified Taylor, who always wrote contemp­

tuously bout the sins of the Ph r1see~ and the rigid 

externality of th 1r adherence to Mosa1o Law. but the bias 

1n h1s books of pract1oal and oas divinity- towards emphas1z-

1ng suoh external; activist moralism is strikingly apparent, 

Flrst of all, as we have already seen. 1n order to combat 

th dootr1ne of prede t1nat1on Taylor took the position that 

1t 1ras 1mpOss1ble for whoever had been d.es1gnated one or th•· 

elect by God, whoever had received. the quality of 1nh ring 

grace, to be aware or his oond1tion with firm certainty, 
.. 

• • • all the 1nterv l between our losing baptismal grace 

and the day of our death, we walk in a cloud, having lost th 

oert 1n knowledg of our present oond1t1on by our prevarioa-
52 

t1ons." However, one or the th1n s or which a Chr1st1an 

oeuld be sure was that he had s1nned and that he must r pent 

"'• •• and never be at peace w1th the f1ret sins of h1s 

youth, and the sorrows of the first day must be the duty of 

every day. .. 
• • 

5J 
"Our duty is to ' make our eall1ng and 

election sure,' wh1oh oertainly cannot be done but bye a tl.mel1 
54 

and effective repentance." 

But this repentance, according to Taylor, muat be 

expressed in a holy 11fe, wh1oh •• • , 1 the onl1 perteot1on 

or repentance, and the r1rm ground upon which we can c st the 

anchor of hope 1n the erc1es of God through Jesus Christ •• 
55 

,... a •r1r ground" to which ev n the scriptures attest, 

wh1ch "• place the d\ttie ot • ankind in pra.ot1ee and 

hollness of' 11v1ng, and removes 1t tar fro a conf'1dence of 
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not1on and sp cul t1on.~ 

38 

For T ylor, repentance and the rad1c t1on of sin ar 

lon, hard grind. Many 1ns form thems lve 1nto h b1t and 

cannot be d1sm1s ed by a s1ngl ct of volition, so eth1n 

ore is oommanded ". • • than th oral retraction of it [s1fil 
57 

by a sin le act of sorrow or contrition ••• " Th habit or 

1n ust b broken d 

Taylor d m nd. that th 

contrary habit of virtue stablish d. 

1nner, h v1.ng repented, oppo 

act or virtue to h1s for er act or s1n, 

••• a to an aot or gluttony, let h1 oppose an 
act of b t1nenc I to an ot of unol nnesa, an 
ct of purity and ohast1t11 to ng rand f1ero 

oont nt1on1, let h1 oppose oharity and Ueno 
••• 58 

an 

The d1ffioultie or execution involved 1n this method--one 

1rres1st bl7 think of am taphor1cal bout of mo l pu 111sm, 

blow and oounter-blow--were to Taylor in themselv s laudable 
59 

a being productive of v1rtu. This 11f, for h1, w s 

anyth1 but a tate for pe ceful. contemplation, "• •• we 

re here in the st te of labour nd contention, of p1lgr1 e 
60 

nd pro e sion ••• • 

uppos every day to be day or bus1ne sa for 
your hol life 1s raee, and battles a 
erohand1s, and a journey. • ry day pro und 

to yourself a rosary or a chaplet or good work, 
to present to God t night . 61 

Em nat1ng from an Angl1oan. suoh a state ent could fairly 

enou h lay Taylor open to the oharg that he was 1lty ot' 

over- mphas1z1n ork at the expense of faith. But aylor 

thought faith and works 1 re not oppo 1te. In h1 op1n1on, 

the olut1on to ny pparent opposition b tw nth wa 1n 
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,a 
the nature of the oovenant of the ew Testament. Yet 1t 

would be difficult not to agree with such an accusation. 

Again and a a1n, Taylor return to the basic proposition that 
63 

"• .. upon faith a good life is built ••• " e seems to 

have been obsessed by the necessity of work, of moral aot1on, 

an obsession wh1eh, a e shall see, probably stems in part 

from the unsettled pol1 t1cal and. eccles1ast1cal affairs of 

h1s oentury as w 11 a the more narrowly doctrinal causes 

which have been the subject of th1s chapter. Because of hi 

obse sion with works, Taylor beo e the most formidable, in 

te s of bulk at last. of all English ca u1sts . good 

example of the motive wh1oh drove him to write so much in the 

field of oase-d1v1nity occurs 1n the Preface to Duotor 

ub1.tant1um1 

••• obed1enoe is the love of God, and to do well 
1s the life of religion, and. the end of faith is 
the death of sin and the life of righteousness ,, 
nothing is more necessar¥ than that we be rightly 
informed 1n all moral notices, because 1n these 
things an error leads to evil actions, to the 
choioe of sin; and the expres displeasure of 
God. • • 64 

As puddle may mirror th 11h01 · ky, so doea this laet 

quotation reflect nearly all the elements which th1s ch pte:r 

has tried to analyze 1n Tay-lor •s work. One ay see 1 plicit 

1n 1t a r . jeotion of the Roman Catholic doctrines of death­

bed repentance and priestly absolution following confession 

by th emphasis pl oed upon "the life of r1ghteousne s" and 

the direct relationship posited between the individual sinner 

nd God. Pr destination and a ruinous tate of reason 
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resulting from the Fall are also 1mpl1o1tly denied by the 

stress the quotation places upon man ' s oapab111ty of choice 

between good and evil while 1n a st te of probation subj at 

to the a.pprov l or d1 ple ure of od. ffot the lea t s1gn1f1• 

cant is the o 1ssion of any reference to the necessity of the 

state of aoe in man and the substitution for it of right 

information in "moral notices ." Man. upon the evid.enoe of 

this quotation, would seem to be well on the way towards re­

gression into that state of be1n merely a moral animal whom 

Tylor distinguished in num Jeeesse.rium as being subject to .....,_ . 

the "law of the mind , tt not the "la of the spirit•• neoessarr 

for regeneration. 

·• . . 
The feeling that a" • •• sent nee 1s given at doomsday 
65 

ft pervad s the quotation ominously , but one has an 

1rres1st1ble sus .1o1on that for aylor at least the reading 

of Duotor Dub1tant1wn and careful dherence to the code of 

morality whioh it presents would sufficiently justify a inner 

1n place of the more direct ope:rat1on of sanctifying raoe. 

In effect, Taylor ' s atte pt to save his conception of' man 

from the charge of elag1an1sm breaks down under the load ot 

moral obl1 ation and consenting virtue which h demands man 

to shoulder as part of the covenant. Under such a burden 

Taylor ' s man become$ a punot111ous , acute , pers1stent legalist , 

with a very prasr.natic and 1nd1v1du.al1st1c a pproach to sal• 

vation and the world . 
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III 

o GREEB AND r1 1 £1 D OF OWL GE 

Taylor • phasis upon th neces 1ty of a Chr1st1 n ' s 

fulf1111 the or 1 obl1 t1ons of God's oovenant had 

predictable ef eot upon h1 th ories of ep1stemology. Unfor• 

tunately, de pit the ot th t aylor w s handl1 subjects 

whee the rior d f1n1tion ofter lnology 1 essentia • he 

was content for the o t part to allo g terms suoh as "reason," 

"un er tand1 ," conso1enoe ," and "will" to be defined 

v gu ly by the1r context or to be g1ven whatever m an1 his 

oonte pora.ry readers w re a ooustomed to assu e , Th e c1r­

oumst nos make Taylor ' s ep1stemo ogy rather d1ff1cult to 

e 1ne , although a drift tow rds empiricism, away fro the 

doctrine of innate idea and tr nscendent 1ntu1t1on, 1s 

re d1ly evident , as this eh pter 111 show . But to chart 

this drift, 1t 1s 1 possible merely to limi t our exam1nat1on 

to n abstract, emant1e consideration of what Taylor ctuallJ 

m ant by the t s 11 ted abov. ther e must , 1n addition, 

e 1ne everal sp c1f1c areas of controversy her uch t rm 

frequ ntly ap ear , or where a str tum or a sumpt1ons about 

h mo n be d1 cerned bene th th surface or what Taylor wrote , 

ev n though he may not ha been usi ng the terms explicitly. 

One other 1ntroduet or¥ expl nat1on must be made . The 

4.S 
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reader lll8.Y be on who ow all 1anee to som te of 

ensory co n1t1on. f h does, h 111 perhap be 1ncl1ned 

to regard , ylor• ep1st mology with o uoh favour as to flnd 

lt difficult to understand how any r asona le man could th1nk 

otherw1s. h ther such a pos1t1on 1s "re son.a.bl" or not, 

1 not here in question. hat 1 at 1s ue 1s h ther aylor•s 

ep1ste olo oon t1tuted a br ak with a syst m of meta hysios, 

using the latter ord in 1ts mot transcendent s ns , hioh 

can aooount for and to some ext nt control d1reot, personal 

oommunioation at an 1ntu1t1ve level between man and God , and 

which also, by accepting the h no enon of sainthood, 

apparent the radical d1fferenc b tween pur ly secular d 

spiritual values . 

1r t, let u at ono s .......... -1z and 1v n w dir ot on 

to aom o the conclusions reaoh in th pr vlou o pter . 

h sen ho ' ylor , for v 1ous reason, was in nt upon 

1nd1 en to a moral law which thy have lib rty to rej ot. 

thou hat the oo t of damnation, or coept, w1 h th reward 

of even. owever uoh aylor may have insisted upon th 

neo a ity of an int r1or. v1v1fy1n gr ce, auoh a poe1t1on 

b ara w1th1n it the eed of an xternal1z d, hari aio 1 mor 1 

code, unless it be balanced by w1111ngn s to ccept th ore 

wh1ma1oal and w yward aspect of 1v1n1ty , wh1oh • nry n.u.-.~ 

described o acut ly in-----------------~ a 

be1ng charaoter1at1o of th ed1ev 1 conoept1on of th 1r 1n. 

'h1a 1s a w 111 ness of which 

rt, h1 reluotance stemmed fro 

aylor a ino 

political r 

ble. 

son, 

n 

s an 
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not by 1ntu1t1ona th beltever und rstanda &a a man, not as 
2 

an ana ·1, • •• 

one ot the 1natrumenta 't>7 wh1oh Taylo:r- thought an 

ooul4 be perreoted w a by the jud1o1ou• •xere1•• of h1• rea­

son. 'l'h . r1rat question which such a atat4m1ent x-al•••• how­

•••r • 1 what exaatl7 , a,lor eant by r ••on. Unbap,p11Y » 1n 

ord.el:' to anawer 1t• •• muat become 1nTolved at least tor a 

11ttle while tn one or tho•• pa1ntul, lab,rlnth1ne di ouea1ons 

of ter 1no1og7 whlob are •o t lllar to. those who have read 

oommentatora upon Burke and Coleridge. 

Taylor was in a d1ft1oult poe1t1on. on the on hand, 

h·e had ,o ••••rt the ut 111 tr of man• s reason galnst the 

antlnomla.n aeotar1ea and the Roman Oatholio• and Presbyterians, 

the fir•t ot whom were b .nt upon elevating the 41.rect opera­

tion of God's grace above all other rational. or prudent1al 

mot1 vea, .and the latter two ot whom w re equally S.n-t•r••ted 

in olrcw1u1orlb1ng 1nd1T1dual r•••on ln favour ot an absolute 

authoJ'1t7, on the oth•r hand, T&FlOr had to 8UN"d aga1nat 

falling 1n,o an extreme ratioriallam wh1ch ould. logical17 end 

1n deny1rtS the pa:ra4oxea and , 1eter1e• or Chr1at1an1 t7, a 

to!"m ot oc1n1an1 . • wh1oh would give a14 and oomtort to 
) 

ske:pt1c1s and. Pn:rhon1am .. Taylor, oruis1ng among thee• 

current•••••• 11k• the Anglican ohuroh u a llhole, a•ver able 

to thread anytb1ng but an erratic oours • 

Nowhere 1n Taylor •-• wo:rk can one tind auch an ePs tat1c 

and tran.aotndental ooncept1on ot reason as the following, 

tak n fro Henry re•• Enthu•1••mua 1f1WAphatiia (166a) ....... 
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. lthou h, on balance. ore•s Attitude tow rds antinom1ah1sm 

was the aame as TA3'lor• • 

• • • that p1r1t of 1llWJ11tiat1on which res1dea 
in the Soul ot the fa1thtui, la a. Pl"1no1ple of 
the purest Roason that 1• oo un1cable to the 
hu-..ne Nat'Ul'e . And what th1as:e1r1t h••• h ha• 
fro Chri 't, •• who is, •• the e.ll•eompr•hend. 
1 W1adome and Reaaon ot GOd, wherein he•• a 
through the Natures and Ifto• of all t hings• 
w1 th all the1:r r apeota o •pend nc7 and .Indepen. .. 
denoy 1 Con . u1ty and Incongru1ty , or whateY r 
Habltude the7 h ve one to anoth•r, w1th one oon­
t1nued glanoe at o.noe . 4 

The eurces of such •n outburst lle 1n Neo ... Platon1 , for 

which the lea poet1o and more praot1oal Taylor d1d not have 

great de l of S1Jllpathy a we •hall•••• although his r 1-

ting, 1n it ore 1Jr1cal . <>Utents • 1 • based upo:n stl'uotu a 

or •taphor and . .,nalogy which der1ve f,:o 

p,:1no1ples. There 1s, however, a superf1c1al s11lar1ty 

between what .~re not and what Taylo~ seeme at t1me to 

have conoe1ved to be the natu:re or :reaaon. Tayler doee, fo'f: 

e pl• oocas1onallJ• although 1n a eomparat1v l tep1d way, 

talk of rea■on as ~e1n subject to 11luminat1on by Go4, •It 

1s aw . k and• tr1fl1ng pr1nc1ple ," h.• net in Duoter 

pubt :t,nt1Q, "Wh1ch suppo es talth and r aaon to be oppoe1tee 

for ta1th 1$ b\tt one wa:,, by which our re on 1s instructed., 
s 

an cqu1rea th proper notlcea or thlnga, • Such a m1ngl .... ·•· • 

1ng ot faith and r aon Taylor thought to 'b• oha:raoter1etle 
6 

ot a at te of gl'aoe and the antechamber ot ••l•at1on11 But. 

tran oendent conception ot 

reason to Tatlor, no.t1c _ that in the words Just quoted he 

uot . • "• • , faith 1 . but one way b which our reuan 1s 
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1n truot d. • .N He oont1nu da 

For our reason or und ratand1ng apprehend• thins 
thr • several ways. Th tlret ls the tirat 
notice or thing bstraot. or r1no1 le ••. 

uoh a are, th whole 1 eater than he half 
of th holes oo 1s to be oho na God 1a to be 
loved, noth1n can b or not be t the . ame time, 
tor these re objects of th s1 ple und.erstand1ng, 
congen1te not1c, oonoreated w1th the und.eratand­
ing. The s oond 1s c lled ••• 'd1 oo re,• that 
1 -, auoh con equents and emanatlon1 wh1oh th 
under ta11d.1r1 dr w tro her f1r t pr1no1plea, 
And th th1r4 1s ••. auch things wh1oh the un4er­

tand.1ng ssent to upon th r port. teeti on,y, 
and atf1rmat1on of othera ••• 7 

Faith and reason 1ngle in Tay-lor•• a7et m 1n th• third way, 

rroa ", , , r port, teatlm.0111, and aff1rmat1on or other .. • • • 

They combin aa an•e reason, or und rstanding, accept r v -

lat1on as b 1ng true, and he consequentl7 adheres to the 

oovenant. The r1rat war or apprehension, •• • • the r1rat 

not1oes of thins• abstraot, of pr1no1pl$s .•••• • oorreaponda 

to an innate reason ap r hend1 the law ot nature. But th1a 

apprehension. 1raoulous though it a7 ••• to those reared 

in an at o phere of env1ro entalia • had nothing transcendent 

about 1t for Ta7lor1 he was tar from adumbrating W1ll1am 

Blake'• d1v1ne, 1nnat 1maa1nat1on. For T 11or. the l w or 

nature oorreaponds to the expr •• d lawa of revelation. but 

that man has a rational ab111t7 to arr1Te at the transoendent 

merel7 by following what he oonoe1ved to be th law of nature 

without seeking ver1tloat1on and de•1gnat1on by Chr1at1an 

revelation would have been quite unaooeptabl propoa1t1on. 

True it was tor Ta7lor that " • • • the law ot nature 1s 

noth1ng but the law ot God given to mankind tor the cons rv -

t1on or his natur and the pro ot1on or bl• pert otive nd.1 
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a 1 w or h1oh a mans es re son and f el · nece 1ty •• 

.. 
• But the l w of nature was not binding until revealed, 

•• •• rev l t1on and expres decl 1ng 1t was the first 
8 

publ1e tion and m1ss1on of 1t , •• " an • . r on, for 

Tayl or, 1 but a broken t 1g, unles r ft d to th trunk or 

th un1vers l covenant b t ween God and m n. r v aled looall7, 

1n En land, as Angl1can1 m, 

, • , re son 1s not th natur l law, but re on 
when 1t 1 r1shtl7 t atlght , well ordered . truly 
i nstructed, perfectly commanded, the l w 1 lt 
that binds u to operat a ooord1ng to right r a­
son • •• And it will be to no purpose to say 
that not v ry man• re son , but r i ght reason 
hall be the l aw . For every m n th1nks h1 o n 

reason r1 t , an whole nati on d1ffer 1n the 
a s1gnat1on and opini ons of r1 ht reason, d 
who shall b judge of all but ·Od? and He that 
1s the judg must also b the law iv r. 9 

At work in these word 1 t7pe of r t1onal1z1ng 

skept1o1s • but 1t 1s a qualified skept1o1sm, op rating 

cautiously behind sot of cunningly disposed nd highly por­

t ble barriers ade out of the beams and planks of o1ro -

stanee, prudence , tradition, and prob b111ty. A det 1led 

examination a to how T ¥lor an1pulate4 t se b rr1ers 1n 

his pol1t1o l theory must await 1 ter oh pter. For the 

moment , we re oonoern d only with h1s use of the to det1ne 

and atte pt to contain sy te of elf-oontrad1ctory, but 

fundament lly e p1r1o l cognition. strongly and d ngerouely 

l ced with vol tile skept1o1 m. 

ne of the constant , but by no mens unself-oontr dieted 

th m s in r my Taylor• work 1s the uneert 1nty or re on 

nd knowl dge . ha.Te lread not1oed his rath r radox1oal 
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d1s11ke or oontrover y 1n the second chapter, Partly th1 

or1 int d from reeognit!.on that an overl1 active reasoning 

g1v s ev1denoe t h t the reasoner suspects th ultimate ban V• 

ol nee of God ' s providence. "o man carri es h1 b9d into his 

field to watch how h1 corn o s , but be11ev upon the 

gen ral order of pro 1denee and 
10 

turea nd t harvest finds 

himself not dee 1ved." Another ba.s1s for Taylor • reason-

1ng agai nst ov r-r t1onal1zat1on was his conception of the 

ilature of Go'd and re elation. " R1ght rea$on (me n1ng our 

r1ght re son, or human reason) 1s not the atr1 at1ve or 

positive mea ure of things d1v1n • or o~ a~t1oles and myst r-
11 

1es of faith •. •" because or then ture off 1th and 1t 

neoe s1ty, and th mysterious ways of D1v1n1ty, Chr1stlan1t1 ' • 

h ddle of p adox sand proposition w repugnant to d1so\1r~ 
12 

s1v reason Ta,lo:r admitted . sometime, hen 1t . uited an 

orator1oal flourish, or th def no of an Angl ican dogm 1 

or 1f thou cant not under t nd th r c1 roeat1on 
and pulses o.f thy own arteries , the • ot1on of t y 

lood., the eat or th e ory, the r ul of th;r dre s, 
the manner of d1ge.st1on, the disease of thy bowel , 
·nd the distemp r of thy$ leen .•• 1t is not to 
be exp ot 4 that thou shouldest understand th 
ecr ts of od, the ca.use of R1s will, the i mpul e 

or iUs grac~. the manner or H1a sacraments, and the 
economy or Hiss 1r1t. 13 

And th1s Tay1or thought to be as it should be. for ratth wouJ.d 

not be faith, there ooul4 be no eparat1on. of ·heep and wolves, 

th 11bert7 of man •s will ould be 1nop rabl, 1~ th ~e were 

not unoerta1nty, at the level of urely hu ane reason , as to 
14 

the ver olty of r ~ lat1on. 

'flow oons1 t nt T ylor w s to ny of th se pr1no1ple • 
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that hyper- ct1ve rea"on ·1 nders rov1d nee nd contr d1ot 

the nature of God, revelation, and t 1th, we have had ome 

to-r ta te alr ad;r b;y trac1n a fe of Ta.ylor •s eontro,re:r 1es. 

It 1s a a tra itor to the that Taylor 1 re e bered, wh n he 

1s rem bered at 11 by po ter1ty, for h 1 commonly known 

the exponent ot radio 1 skept1o1s · , oul 1nat1ng in 

pr1no1ples of rel1g1ou toler t1on, set out 1n t he Lib rtz or 
15 

frophesy1n5. 

Whether the eonunon e t1 te of th1s bOok 1s true 1 most 

doubtful. The f ot th t the ove hel 1ng weight of the rest 

or Taylor ' work, h1ah one us pects ,rery re people who 

allude to the L1bertz or Prop esz1ng haver ad , fall o th~ 

1de of dogma and uthor1ty 1n chroh and tat would lead 

to a. stro us 1eio t at 1t 1 fal e. 

C rta1n a,s ct ot th Liberty or Prophes11;na u t await 

a 1 tel" oh pter · here we 111 ex 1ne T ylor • po 1t1on on 

toleration and t t rudence . At nt, we r only 

ooneerned with the u e- Taylor make of reason to upport the 

a1 ot h1s boolt which . 1 t must be e pha 1Zed • was to " rsuad.e 

the dominant Presbyterians or the o ent to taler te th 

operation or the An 1 can ohurch alo s1de their own. 

One ot the baslo th1nge Taylor did in this book w s to 

turn ups1de don the orthodox Ang11can notion or ----
eoole 1 st1oal m t-?:;er wh1oh re not expl1.o1 tly peo1t1ed by 

or1ptur-e, but which re subj ct to orldly ov rn oe, nd 

ap ly 1 t ag inst the Presbyter1an1s hloh sat no in. the 

for erly Angl1oan s ddl • Or1g1nally, 1t had been argued by-
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were 1nd1f rent . they could leg1t1m tely be osed s1nee 

they did not violate the letter o.f s cripture and did oont1nu 

the t raditions ~nd. add to the r ver noe , b uty, and comm• 

un 11ty of worship. ow, Taylor ar _ued in th reverse d1reo. 

tion, s1no d phoroua matters ter not orb1dden by 

sor1pture, upon which the resbyter1ans declared th y f ram,ed 

their own tructure of self- go ernment , then t hes atters 

ere permissible to l1Gans, even 1n a state controlled by 

Presbyterians. herefor, far from i ntendi ng to expound a 

radioal skept1o1sm, aylor s, beneath the cover of an 

apparent s ept1c1sm, designed purpo efully to shake all cer-

t 1nty and th . render the An l1can eoheJJ1e as probabl s all 

oth rs. try1n to nsure the continuance of a set of do t1o 

L$u41an pr1nc1plea which oirownstance and prudence lone 

prev nted h1m then, they did not after the estor t1on. 

from openly a.dvocat.1ng and h•lp1ng to enforoe. 

There a.re diver ity of persu s1ons 1n matters 
ad1aphorus , a meat , and drinks. and holy day • 

c, nd both rties, the tf1r at1ve nd t he 
negative, a ff1 and deny 1th innocence ~nough 1 
for the observer, and he that ob ·erves not, 
intend both to God, and ·od 1 our common M st r , 
we are 11 tello servants ,, nd. not the judge of 
e eh oth r in matters of c.onscienc or doubtful 
di putat1on. • • 16 

Taylor fell })ack upon the Ch1ll1ngworthtan r t1onal1st1c 

pr1nc1ple that it w s possible to define a oore of b 11ef 

upon wh1ch all Chr1at1ans could agr •• and what•ver other 

sectarian p oul1e.r1ties which ocr ted around this core, 

Taylor ma1nta1ned, oould be tolerated a 1nd1tferent. aa long 
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aa the d1d not Yiolate c rta1n canon ot deo no7 and or4 r, 

This oor orb 11 r h defined a b 1ng the Apoetles' Creed 
.. 

• • • and the practical rules or pi t7. which are oat pla1n 

and•• 7• and without controversy,• t 4o•n 1n the gospels 
17 

and wr1t1nga of' th apoatl•••·" 

•he aeope l ft tor the ex•ro1se ot reaaon 1111uch a •1•­

tem 1 at t1ret glance, would •••m to be ver.7 11 1ted. Taylor 

w1ahed• for exampl•, that Judgm.ent as to h•rea7 be de"• • 

• bJ' stlmate al!d. proportion of the opinion to a good or a 
18 

bad l1fe r apeoti-vely • • •" Judgment wa■ not to be · de 1n 

speoulati• attera, where TaJlor set himself th• t•• ot 

•how1ng now d.etermtnat1ona had., hS.atorloally, been notoriously 

fallible and oontrad1ctor7. 

hi• last proposition 1•14 the roundat1on for the •x•r-
19 

o1ae of a ra~1oal. skeptical rat1ona11ty, wh1oh to some 

extent contradict the ut1-rat1onal moral.la• what could be 

even called the f1de1et1o oral1• • wh1oh Ta7lor ola1 ed. , 

quite rightly, to be the log1oal conaequenoe ot the aooep. 

tanoe of hla h1ator1call7 baaed p1•t• ology. 

H nee h o1ted example• or oontra41ot1on• and herea1es 

1n th• earlT father• and. the Jned.1e"f'al aohoolmen, he oo par d. 

oont • pora17 writers to the an4 queationed the excesalv 

loyalty whloh his fellows were w1111ng to aooord to d1aput d 

op1n1ona, h pointed out the tala ascr1pt1ona, the 1nter­

polat1one and losses wh1oh bad ma4e old written authority 
20 

ao 4ub1oua. He empha•lzed. how 41ft1oult 1t wa to find 

truth after a1xteen hundred year• had. produced uoh an huge 
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body of theology which had been ad.e newly impenetrable b7 

the "• • , obs.cur1ty or o e qu st1ons1 the n1oety or .some 

art1oles, the 1ntr1oacy of so e rev l at1ons , the variety ot 

human understa.ndlng • the windings c,f lo 10, the tr1eks ot-
21 

adversar1~•• the subtilty of aophlaters ...... He :reje.cted 

the author1tJ ot tradition, alluding to Clement of Alexandria 

nd P plas • early fabric tor of 1t• and c1t1ng the laok ot 

survival or eat'lY writers and l1turg1oal practices, the oon, .. 

trad1otton .U>. th · tradlt1on• or var·1ou..s ohurohes and the 
22 

b&fanoe of oerta1n 1ncontrovert1bl7 apo tolio practice, 

T :,lor also rejected th deo1a1on• of general oouno11 as 

being b1nd1ng, unless aooepted as suoh by eaeh partioulaJ" 
2) 

ohu~oh. Finally, and prediotablr, Taylor di m1•••d all 

claim b7 the P.op to b arbttor of Chr1et1an1t;r, on either 
24 

• or1ptur l or h1sto:r1cal. grounds11 

~ ot th · • po 1t1ons were very du'b1oue ones fo.r an 

TOWedl:, Ro7al1st. ast1an pr1e .t like a,lor to tak. 

Reportedly, th 1 were no, rec . 1v•d with any great rt~hus1as 
2.S • 

b:, Charles I . He 1s said to have asked Henry Nauond to 

refut ',l'a;ylor • a dev1l ' s advooate • a ar.gument 1n r•vour of 

dult baptl wh1oh h d been put into the latter part of the 

Liberty ot Prophe1r:1u to show that good and wis . men co\\14 

reasonably hold auch an opinlon, ammond respmided wt.th a 

~ett r of Reaolu.t115 to Six Queries of Present Uae w1
1
th thf 

Church o~ gland. As• reeult, Tylor ad4•4 to the aecond 

edition or the L1b-,:rtr or. ophes11n.5. publ1•b .d 1n 1657; a 

oonfu.tation of b.1 Gwn reason1ng wh1oh runs to approx1 tel7 
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th1rty ootavo pa s ►. e excused hi self for hAv1 pl d the 

Anabaptist c use too well. arguing u. , • I could not lntend 

to dls·coUl"age th r1ght side, or to make e1 ther a inut1?lf or 
27 

defection 1n the arm1 s or Israel." He def nd _d the tenure 

of his book on th prudential grounds which we shall exa 1ne 

lat r. 

But the Liberti or Propheaz1Dfa hune;. m taphorioallY, like 

the rotting oaroase of e.n albatross from Taylor ' s. neck tor the 

re t of h1 .• 11t'e, On may well oredi t the story that when he 

b o ea bisnop Taylor sent hi ch plain over to ngla.nd to 

buy all the copie ot it wh1ch oould be found, that thee were 

brought to romore and that a da;r was set apart for· fast1ng 

and pray r up.on the evening of wh1oh all the copies were burnt 
28 

in a fire k1ndl.ed 1n a,lor• c0urt7ard, 

It is difficult not to s,-mpathiz w1th the fe l1ng ot 

41 may so apparent 1n Taylor ' s later a:pologie for th L1bertr 

of Prophes11ne; a he began to re 11ze how uoh h had und r• 

mined the foundation of h1s own ohuroh and how d1:ff1cult 1t 

is to retract or confut-e un 11n:e d ' occasion, writt n in doe-

m tic, unive~•al te , wh n the oiroumstano s which l .d to 

1t ooncept1on have p ssed. H had, as he uat have realized. 

g1v n far too muoh just1f1c t1on to an 1nd1v1dual.1 t1c kep.. 

tieisra wh1oh wa• destructive ot the trad1t1onal , h1er-.roh10$l• 

t t structure of Anglioanism, which, paradoxic ll;r, owe 1ts 

un1qu charaoter so uoh to the ttr1butes wn1ch it itself 

poa1t as 1nd1ff rent. 

A careful r ding of the book does, ind ed, reve 1 oerta1n, 



b s1c Angl1o n t nets b 1ng uph ld . For e ple , T ylor 

wrote tone point , • • •• ther 1 uty ow1ng to very 

p 1 pr1 st, nd to v ry d1ooes n b1 hop, these r 

o1nt d ov r us, nd to an wer for our souls , • • • "but h 

1 d1 t ly gr vely und rcut s uch h1eraroh1oal uthor1ty by 

oont1nu1ng 1n th s entence t hat aut hority •• •. must 

guide us as r onabl creature ar to be guided , that 1 , 

by reason disoours • • ., " not by "1mper1ousne s nd 

bsolut nes II h1oh r du only to bats or justifiable only 
29 

1n d1v1n • inf ll1ble uthor1ty, 1 1larly, Taylor 1n-

tained that 1n 1ndeter 1 t or ambiguous atters pr ption 

lay on b half of the h1 rarohy, " • ~ • for we do nothing for 

uthor1ty 1f utfer 1t not weigh t hat part down of n 

1ndifferenoy d qu st1on wh1ch he ohoo • . . ., " but 

again he underout hi propo 1t1on by oont1nu1ng that 1n th 

ca e ot n rror man1f tus , or if the church government b 

fra m nt into eots, th n an may choose h1s own 1d sand 

follow them"• • • so lon 
30 

e first ohos the • " 

as that rea on r ma1ns for h1oh 

In v1t bly, h1s oo- r 11 1on1st and dv r ar1 sol 1 d 

th t Taylor had de t roy d the authority of an earlier book, 

h1s D1scourse of 21scopaoy . becau 

in r jct d the a thor1ty of fath r and oouno11s upon wh1ch 

the fo er book h db n built, Ta.ylor ~ plied to hi criti c 

in the ded1c tion to coll ction of hi work publi hed 1n 

1657 which cont 1ned th aeoon • r vised ed1t1on of th 

Liberty of Proph Y1n5 1 
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••• p1scopacy r el1e ·• not upon the author1ty 
of t athe~s and oouno1ls. but upon aor1pture. 

•. pon the 1nst 1t ut 1on of Chr1st or t he 1nst1t ut1on 
of th poatles. upon an un1Y raal trad1t1on and 
an univ r s 1 pr act 1o, not upon the words and. 
opinions of the dootors. • • )1 

he f1ne 41at1nctlon b t ween •uni ersal tradition and •• • 

praot1oe" and"• , • the orda $lld op1n1one or the d.octor,, 

• ,• one oan only leave to be uawn adequately 1n Taylor•• 

wons, with a7lor•• feline ak111, certainl.7 1t escapes a 

let• ubtle atud.ent. It 1s moat 11gn1f1cant to note too 

that Taylor. b7 making ep1aoopacy to be ba• d upon aor1pture 

and therefor• beyond quest i on,. c.ontrad.1ote4 Hooker. who held 

ep1acopaoy to be a41apho.roue, The aolut1on to what mot1vat•d 

Taylor's opinion 7 perhaps b round 1n the tact that he 

reeogniz d the 1nadequao7 ot 'the notion ot ad1aphora to re-

1'1st rat1onal1et1c enquli-7. 

In the lforke be published. tollowlng the neatore.tion, 

Tayler h ld te his op1nJ.on. th cnl.y poaslbl one for a 1,ate 

••venteenth century Anglican prelate, that the eaaentiale or 

the Angl1can cbueh could be d.eriv d trom a •or1ptur&l co~• 

and the two univer,a11t1•• or tradltlon and practice. In a 

v1a1tat1on aermon pre ohed to h1a Irl1h olera he told them, 

• • • , let th consent or th• catholic chut-oh be your meaaure 

••• 1t oan b • 1nstanoed. but 1n three thing•• l.n the oreed., 

ln eccles1aet1cal goverrunent • and in ex'b.et-nal torm• of worshlp 
32 

and 11turg." or, ag-.111, 1n 0:!at<>r Pu.bt.tantium. Taylor otted. 

the Ea•ter r ••'• weekly •a'bbatb, p1.eo.opao7,. and th priestly 

tunot1on as all be1, or apostolic tnd1t·1on and verifiable 
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by soriptur. 

uch, therefore, a the nature of Taylor • c lebrated. 

skept1c1sm--a very prudential , c1roumst nt1al method, llowed 

full 1 ash once, 1n the L1berty of rophesy1ng, und r p oul1ar 

cond1t1ons, and then qual1f1ed nd retracted subsequentl11 

the full oons quences of 1t 1mpl1oat1ons for the .Angl1oan 

structure of church and state not to be oomplet ly admitted 

b7 its master. w o exeroised all his ingenuity to place wh t 

scr1ptu.r ·, and 

rovidene, and prud nee, while h l 1d waste all else bout 

1 w1th Py'rrho:nio eff1e1ency. Taylor •s rationa.11 re 1nds 

one v ry muoh of the clum y rototype or so awesome, d s-

truot1v maohine, Qu1t as dangerous to the man1 ul tor aa to 

th int nded v1ot1m. owever uch Taylor tr1 d subsequ ntly 

to djust h1s a1m, the destruction of what h hc>ped to defend 

oould. not be repaired . The L1b_rty of Prophe${1pg 1s sym · to­

m t1e of' the inner erosion wh1ch aooept noe of the eapon 

or rat1onal1sm--b1bl1ca1 or1t1o1 m, h1stor1o1sm, pol1t1e1za­

t1on, saor ant l1stn-even when utilized by the ohlll'oh 1n 

elf-defence, 1n vita.by worked within the mystical body of 

ev nteenth and eighteenth oentury- Ang11can1 .. 
Cont"1r at1on of this d1agnos1s eom when one xam1nes 

th oppo 1t1on T ylor de tote. oman Cathol i c doctrine of 

transubstant1 t1on. ether then ture or the pr1no1 les 

wh1oh a.n1mat d h1 op os1t1on were a direct oausat1vo 1nf'lU• 

noe upon the formul t1on of l t s venteenth oentur1 e p1r1~ 

o1om would be 1.m oss1ble now to a:1, but the r llels 
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between Taylor • pr1no1ples and tho e of Looke are rear ble. 

What Taylor h d to d fend w the convention l gl1can 

dootr1ne of the uoharist wh1oh attempt to def1n sp1~ 

ritual, not a e rn 1 presence of Christ in th 

avo1d the law of making the euoharist merely 

le ent, y t 

symbolic 

remembrance of Christ . A ubtle doctrine, suoh as this 1, 

as 1n vit by expr s e by aylor the orator 1n ar do 1cal 

t rmQ. or 1m, h 1st •s body 1s present 1n the ele ents 

1no.o:r r eally; the pr senoe 1s 
34 

ore than 1gur t1v, but not 

natur 1. e rote, .. 
• • • 'the bols , becoming nutriment, 

ar turned 1nto the substance of our bodi es; so Christ. bein 

the rood of our soul, should assimilate us, ak1ng us pa:r­
:3.5 

takers or the divine natur · ~u 

A T ylor admitted , such a d~etrin 1s t r1ous 1 1n 

the deepest e ning of th word, .•• let u search 

far into 1t as we are guided by th 11ght of God ," h wrote 

1n The WorthY Co mun1oant , fla.nd wh re we are f orbidden by 
J6 

th th1cker part of th oloud, step back nd or hip." 

Th1s mystery 1s not, ho ever, in Taylor' opinion, 1nacce$ ... 

ible to ordinary 1ntel11genoe1 r ther 1t 1s " • • • that which 

th - good nd the plain. the easy nd the s ple man can 
37 

und rst nd ••• " 

But although, as Taylor said, the Angl1oan doctrine of 

the eucharlst is obscur d by d1v1ne owaulus, Taylor had no 

1ntent1on of allowing Ro an Catholic to plead an equally 

fortu1tou condensa tion. He attacked scornfully , he att~oked 

constantly-- xcept for a moment ry pol1t1o equivocation 1n 
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)8 
the &iberty ot Propheez1ns -•and he attack don the grounds 

of re aon, 

Whl\teoever 1a aga1nat right reason, that no fa1th 
oan obl1se u• to belleve. F~r although reason 1a 
not th positive and affirmative measures o,t our 
falth, and God. can d.o more than w· can understand.. 
and our faith ought to be lars•r than our Teaaon, 
and tak· •ometh1ng into her heart t ,hat :reason oa.n 
nev r take into her •Y t yet 1n all our creed 
ther can b .nothing against reason. :39 

Torn out of 1ts con~ :it, a quotation auch •• th1s 1gbt 

oonce1vably l>• read aa 1gn1f"11ns reason or a ore transoen­

dent type than the mere· humane. Such 1a not the cue. 

T.,-lor, when he wrot•• :was re-f•r:r1,ns to th• rea.aon wb1oh 

operates tro aenaual notioea. •It oannot be the duty or 

ta1th to believe an, thing aga1nat OtU" senlieJ what we see and 

ta te to b bread, what •• ••• and tast.e and am.ell to be 
40 

w1ne, no falth oan engage ua to believe the oon.trar7," 

Aooord1ng to Taylor, •• •. eens 1• the evtdenoe or the 

aimple and the contlrmatlon ot' the wise. • ," It 1e the 

final judge in d1epute4 tter• and make• what la erely 

opinion to be knowledge, ... • , no deonstt-at1on 1n the world 

can. be greater th-an the eTldence or ••n••• Our senses ar• 
41 

the great arguments of V1%'tu and vice.• ,• To have heard, 
42 

to have ·e•n• · nd eapeo1allY to haTe touohed•- aylor quote• 
4) 

aa proof Ar1atotl,s 41otl1Ja, "The touch can neve:,;- be deoe1Ted" 

..... oonst1tute 1n Ta,lor"s opinion•• • • th t1neat pillars 

upon wti1oh all human notio••• and upon wh1oh all ohr1st1an 

religion does rely •• •" and cannot bt aha.ken., for tr the7 
44 

are, "• • . all sotenoe al\d. All rel1g1on muat be 1n danger ... 
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C thol1e ohuroh» b1 aeking m•n to bel1eve against the ev1-

den0-e of the1r senses and their re .on that Ch:rtat is Qarnall1' 

present 1n the eucruu-1 twas in Taylor's opinion asking the 
45 

unnatural, th& impo sible, the wrong. Fort1t1ed obv1ousl7 

by a sublime confidence in th unohallengeable basis ot hla 

reasoning. T-.Ylor gav · loose rein to h1s sarcasm and p~duoect 

some or the most unpleasant polem1o ot h1• oaree:r. Wae the 

body' or Christ et1ll oarba.111 pr•••nt. he enquired, after the 
zt.6 

host had been ejected tro the mouth er defecated? How 

could th real bodF or Chrlat be at once in Heaven &nd 1n the 

sacrament, not just 1.n one ,aerament. but 1.n a thoue·and or 

more, all over the world? How could •v•n God mak a eubatanoe 
47 

1nt1n1t 17 ·xtend1ble and 41v1a1ble? In the Laat supper, 

how could Chr1at, who had. not yet been oruo1t1ed.. b• pr•••nt 

at the eaaae tim 1n person and 1n th• aaorament he oftere4 
48 

to th:e 41soiple1t? Bow could th•r• be a carnal preaenoe ot 

Christ 1n the •aorament, but that saoram.ent not nourish all 

ooaunloants alike 1n a apir1tual manner, leaYing so• •till 
49 

as umrorth1 as the:, were before communion? If bread b•• 

co••• Chr1at•s body• 4oea this not eu.lt bread. above the 

angels, ahould not br a4 "• •• re1gn ror ever, and be kine; 
50 

or all the 1r0rl4, •• "? The only poes1ble answer to the 

last question 1n Taylor •s mind was at11rmat1ve, and there• 
51 

tore he oonvicted the Bo an Cathollo <:,huroh ot idolatry. 

Impat1enbl7 he brush d ae1de Bellat-ml.ne '• dl•t1aotion 

between inward •ubetanees and ou•wa.r4 aco1dents, the latter 
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alone being subject to sen e. T 7lor cl 1 d that no uch 

spar t1on could be de • ooident • s1gnlf1ed substano . 1n 

• • • that wh1oh 1s felt 1s th substance, and 
the mean b7 wh1oh it 1s r lt 1a the accidents, 

s the shape. the colour. the b1gnes~ , the 
motion of man, are anir stative and. deolarat1 v . 
ot a human substanc. , • 52 

Equally brusquely h answered the .oman Catholic liter l 

interpretation ot Christ's words at the Last upper,_ oc est 

porpus _· e-wn.~ on the grounds that the words were meant not 

literally, but f1gurat1ve17, We 111 examine raylor •a pr1n• 

c1plea of scriptural 1nterpretat1o,n 1n a moment, a 1c 117, 

h1s objection to 11 teral 1nterpr tat ion ot Christ ' words 

wa that they would. have required a m1raele to be 11.teral.17 

tru when spoken wber no m1r ol was •xPlicitl7 affirmed, 

W1thout th1s expl1o1t aff1rmat1on on Chr1 t•s part. Taylor 

thought no literal 1nterpretat1on oeuld b allowed to offend 
53 

ap1net th Vi.deno• of sense and reason. 

Atte.r making suoh ttacks. Tay-lo,:- felt Juot1f1,ed 1n 

claiming tor the Anglican churoh the title of be1ng the tru 

defender of the real. the spiritual presenee of Christ in 
54 

the eucharist. However, even 1f such were the oase, and 

we are not here ClOncerned about wh1ch side, in purely theo­

logical. terms, was oorreot:* be certa1nly Justified the 

.Ang11oan def1n1t1on 1n an obtuse manner, for no more 7 the 

doetr1ne of sp1r1tual presenoe be ver1f1 don aensual ground• 

than the d.octr·tne or oai-N.ll pres noe . FllX'thermox-e , by usin 

an epistemology bas d upon onl;y nsory n.ot1oea tn the 
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controversy , and general1z1ng, as he 1nvar1 bly did 1n 11 

his pole 1c, o broadly s to make his pr1no1ples s em un1-

ver 1 and absolute, Taylor surrendered the conceptions of 

transcend nt reason and 1nnate ideas wh1ch ar uch nee• sary­

methods for t he defence or the ares of Chr1st1an aradox 

nd t he Chr1 t1an oonception of the natur of an, part 

spirit, rt animal. One more p enthet1o comment may per­

haps be uggest1ve, g iven the general tendency in Europ t 

t he time towards pr gmat1sm in politics, 1n religion, 1n 

science, the Boman Catho11o doctrine or carnal pre enoe :ve 

th• vast maJor1t y ho were, as a result , beco ing progresa1vel7 

less adept at met physical ab traot1on, a gr i p upon so sort 

of spiritual reality which the Angl1oan doctri ne could not 

provide. The reserved saoram nt rema1ns to the present day, 

regard.le s of whether the dootr1ne ot carnal pres noe be 

theolog1c lly orthodox or not , and p aking solely 1n t rms 

of obs rvable fact, a focal point for Ro an Cathol1o which 

one immediately notices to be laokins n exaot count rpart 

1n Jio n churohe outs1d the set hours of orsh1p , or 

even t ti• ithin them. 

But 'r ylor's 1ns1stenc upon th sensual b sis of reason 

a not Just 11m1ted to the oourse of his oontrovera1ea 

g inst transubstant1 t1on . I t perme ted hi thought so 

thoroughly that on 1 hardly surpr1sGd (though from an 

argwaent tive cholar ' s point of v1 w, un xpeetedly delighted) 

to come aoros such reason1 , t ken from the t1nal pages or 

ly Y1M, where Taylor cons i der d whether the dad retain 
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memory of the l1v1ng and. have any knowledge ot what at1ll 

pa s a on earth, • 

• • .. men a long t1me 11v the l1t or a nae 
betor• th ·7 u•e their rea•on, and 111 they haT.e 
turn! hed th 1l" he d w1th exp rimenta and no-
t1o ot JI.UUl1 th1n s. the7 cannot at all d.1 cours 
.of any tbtng, but 1th.en they co111 'bo uu their 
r• on. all th l~ JcMwle4ge 1a noth1 but r -
bra.nee 5.5 a and wo know by proPortions., by 
a·t.m111tud-ea and. 41as1m.111tudes,. bt relations and 
oppe•1t1ons. b7 oausee alld tt'eota, b7 nom.par1ng 
things wlth thi a., all ll'hlch are nothin but 
op ration• of un4.erstancU.ng upon the stock of 
tonei- notloea ••• 56 

Gomtng aero•• · uoh a paa• · e, one has the feeling that •n 

integral and b1gber to of oogn1t1on ha been earved •at 

b7 T•ylor. Arter all, v n ab:'ewd Rooker wrote, 

The oul or ,ui, • ,. be1ng ble or a mor• 
d1v1ne pertect1on, bath (besides tbe faoUlt1ea 
ot Sl"OW1ng ®to eetultble owledg wh1ch 1, 
co on unto ua with beast) a turther ab111ty1 
hei-eot ill tb• th.er . la no ahow at a11, the 

a'billty or reaohlng h1gher than unto• naible 
th1ng•• 57 

ln taot, there 1. · ample evideno to upport th-e contentlon 

that Ta,-lor • s, on balano , hostile to all tot,na ot o.ogn1 t1on 

and oonduot based d.1reotl7 upon 1nd1Y1d.ual, 1ntutt1v • aup:i- -

rational, ater1al1etic notice. '?h1e, lnd ed. 1• log1call7 

enough what Taylor• cone pt1on or an almost entirely mater-

1al1st1o baals for hum n reason, examined 1n thl ohapter, 

and. the aot1v1sm co.nae uent upon hie us . of covenant theolo , 

eu.mtned 1n the prev1ou• · ohapter, would lead one to pred.1.ot. 

But even despite lt pred1ctabil1tJ, Taylor ' s dJ.atu\e for 

alls bolio od a or d1aoourse• for 7st101a • a1ntheod 1 
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1v oont pl t1on nd hr 1c a cet 1o1 • 

t1o ion ot eo or th as ete of th . 1 ht enth 

ntury• t r t w nthu 1 

00 1 

but no 

d thy re 1n pros wh1oh 1 e fr' qu nt . 

ev1denc of the op r t1on of an • t1 t1o, 

t •t1d10\ld e ~ ent, 1 lT opt t commun1 t in p1• 

ritual~ altti • 

T lox- had. no nt hes1tat1on ln u 1-

1 propr1 t1 1 the :r- k &r·GJ· ~- Ila?' of th o l p11tl • 

as proof t t the1 wer not wholly dtc tod by the .oly 

Gho t , t t the ~r , partly at 1 at. t h• produ tor so 
58 

industry. e bl . he thou ht ~ oly 1oat wu 

r ari •. • : po 1b1" al o ily forgot th 

n oe 1t1. y 1 ow r on1 • for an uni p chable sor1 

t .r l oor, to ppo,tt th 

it t1on of the oor t n 1n th text of the bibl • 

al o US d by a.,lor 1n th Lib -l'tz pr . pheaz1y to pro 

th t p:r1no1 le -.r wn fro uoh corr t t :rt were not b1 .... 

•• •• o hatb not obl1e;ed. Hi lf o punot 11¥ 

to re 

coul 'be l 1t 

a oo . 1 tent ~ea<11 
59 

t ly 1nf orr d .• 

Juc.h oo ment · 

or not , are o1gnlt1. nt ev1denc or 

olo to secul 1: ~-..... vnt. They 1ntro4. o• 

of r lativit1 , th 1 

rou 17 

.el nt 

had ror erlf en oonv1no d t t th bibl w • eve17 word ot 

1t., 41r ct :r v lat1on. e blT aylor w t oo 1ntent upon 
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th defenoe of Angl1oan1 again t the attaoka 0.t v1a1onary 

Independents and s.cr1pture quot1ng .Pre.,byter1ans to b fully 

awa,:-e ot how much he was oompro 1,1.ng the author1t7 ot Goel, 

Ta,lor did have a cl ar Und ratt&nd1ng of the trad1t1onal 

methods et b1bl1oal 1nterpl'etat1on1 the literal mode, w1th 

1ts two subcl1V1atlone ot the natural and. the f1.gurat1ve, u4 

the spiritual od•• with its •ubdlvialons or the allegorical 
60 

and anagogtcal. But ln pl'aotS.ee, he severel.1' i-e•trlot.e4 

the oper•t1on or the ep1rltu 1 mode., a:e admltt•d th•r• w•r 

many- places in th bible or great mteter1, but saw the1e •• 

havlng been d•cr •d 'by God•• an evidence of H1 untatho ble 

depths and tor the ocoaa1on or g1Ylng -n reason to exero.lae 
61 

ohAr1t7, toleratlon, and hum111t7., The path to God, theught 

Ta1lor. 11•• not throush puseling over obscure pa, aa••• b\lt 

in aeoept1ng the "plain and ea 7" 41reotlvt•• ,uacept1ble to 
62 

literal 1nt•rpretat1on, 

He aclmitted that certain matters uch •• th• ,-at1oal 

f1gu.rat1on of Chr1et an4 the Church by Adam and BT, or th• 

pr ft.gm- t1on ot apt1s11 b,1 the Floo4, ••r• leg1t1mate aub­

Jeota for ap1r1tual 1nterpi-eta.\1on. But he ha4 nothtng b\i.t 

cont• pt tor Quaker• and PaJn111a11ate who xpoun4ed. the 

gospel• .... , • 

were only an h1e~oglyph1c or a p,-tb-aorean eoh •• .... 

For Taylor, tbe literal 1nterpr tat1on was, when ver possible, 

to l• pi,eterr d before the ep1r1tual. exoept who• the lit ra.1 
64 

vlolated • eo on. sense and a vulgar reaaon." Fro tnl 

prop<>aitlon 4er1ved h1e · ttaok upon t~aneubat _nt1at1on, 
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Hoo , t ~ oo:re;u meum had only ttcal and f1gurat1ve 

an1ng for Taylor, the literal 1nterpretat1on "• • • 1 

a 1n•t sens, and rea, on. and xper1 nee• and .cr1pture, and 

tra41t1on, and the common 1nterpretatton or th1nga, and pub­

lic peace and. utility. nd ever7 thing by trh1ch mankind ought 
6.S 

to be governed and deter ind," 

such a torrent of emp1rlo 117 orientated teat o~ 1 a 

long war from the complex esoter1e1s profes ed by the 

It 11an R l'laiasanoe Platon1st, or th• tollow1n.g word• tak n 

fro one of their .maln. sou.roes, D1on,e1.u the Areopag1te, 

• l those who are w1 e in divine mattere and are interpre­

ter of the mystical r velat1ons. pr.et ,r 1noongruou s7ml>Ql• 

tor hol1 th1nss. o that d1V1tle th1nge ._,. not be eae117 
66 

aoce s1ble . " In contrast, Taylor thought that f1gure.s and 

ymbol wer only tol&rable tn the Old Teatament , but ea 7 

and open man1Cestat1ona ob&l'aoter1eed. th . N•w• 

• • • the Egypt1ans indeed did teach rel1g1on by 
a,mbol1eal tlgures • • , tU1d. ln th aohools of 
:Plato and P7thagor • they taught their aoholar• 
by numbers and f1gu~e t and Dlodorua or Taraua 

nd Or1aen brought in an allegor1oal a7 of ex­
poun41ng • • •and. · • • too much. left the literal 
and e1mple way ••• and $0 do the perfeot1on1sts 
•nd some othel:'s at this days but we, •• have 

n aaiel" way or t aoh1ng • •• and ar not ther .. 
tor to re~urn to the •l• ents and rituals ot J ·•• • 
and pagan schools. 67 

such eupeptlo r t1ona11,, how ver. could not oarrv 

TaJlor everywhere. is m1sg1v1ng about an7th1ng wb1ch was 

not readllJ apprehensible t a d1sc1U:'81.ve le.vel l d h1 to 
68 

'betra¥ a rather oom1o uneaa1ne•• wlth tbe Athanaa1an creed. 

He obv1ou 17 was by t pera111ent. tra1n1ns; and la k of 
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pir1tual intu1t1on b wilder d by the subtle paradoxes and. 

qual1f1oat1ona wh1ch define the Tr1n1ty 1n the Cr ed in 

t r ms suoh as, "One altogeth~r1 not by ~onfuston or Sub< .. 

stance, but by uru.ty of Pe:rson/ or as tbe rea onable soul 

and flesh 1s one man: so Ged nd an ls on . Chl"ist. •• Into 

definitions lik these, a rat1enal1•sm such as that which 

Ta,lor attempted to make an almost un1ver al $aB\ll" s1 plf 

oannct penetrate. 

It 1s tantalizing to wondet- what Taylor. irapped up 1n 

_uch op1n1onEJ. woUld nave thought if he had known the deta1la 

of the curious fr1endsh1p between 1argaret lagge, 1 ter 

l irs. Godolphin, and h1s sp1r1 tu.al son, John w l.yn--a fr1 nd-. 

ship symbolized by the altar which Evelyn drew, under wh1ch 

,arsaret wrote, " e thi the Syrnboll ot Inviolable Fri.end.-

ship •• ••" and about wh.1eh Evelrn wrote, ff • • • the t1tle 

that has oonseorated this Alter 1 the ,arr1 ge of Soula. 

and th Golden thread that ty~ the hearts or all the world, 
69 .. 

♦ • ne suspects T ylor'e attitude would have b en hoe-

t1l. Just as he was uspio1ou of sp1r1tu 1 interpret tiona 

of scripture and symbol1o eommun1oat1on.. so lso d.o s h __ 

oent to have been susp1c1ous of the spiritual 1deal1zat1on 

or lov and fr1endah1p. Platon1o love 1 1n Taylor's op1n1on, 
10 

wcH ~Platonic fooler1es • •• I{1s view of human 1nt· roour•• 

w uthy• prudent, nd pragmatic. Platonic love and fr1end-

sb1p were both for him "• .. • but t1nsel dressings, wh1oh 

w11l show bravely bJ oandle-11 ht nd do excellently in a 

sk, but are not fit for oonvers t1on, and the material 
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the face of the overwh l 1ng e1ght of ev14 no aa to h1 

usual host111t7 to ueh methods. 

For example, he b trayed a complet 1sappr h nsion or 

a1nthood. o doubt one o nnot pl c too . uch pha 1s upon 

T lor~s refer nee to Charl I s a "glor1ou a 1nt and 

martyr"1 such pr 1s wa common nough on Angl1oan d1vin a 

and p rhap understand. bl oona1der1ng the c1rcumstanc • 

Wh t 1s mor difficult to explain •ay, sum1ng ylor to 

hav had om knowl dge of what he wa talk1 about b yond 

the erely uperfic11, and ven king allowanc for the 

fa h1onaPle hyperbole exp ct d by trons. is th rollowin 

pa a 1n Taylor¥• ded1cat1on ot '!:b• Worthy Co un1oant to 

Pr1noes Marya 

.•• we no ore envy to Hungary the great 
ot s. 11zabeth, to eotland th lor1ou 
of , argaret, to Franc the tr1 ph of the 
piety of s. Genoveae, nor . Katherin to Italy, 

1no 1n your roy 1 p rson we hav ogre t n 
ex ple of our own, on of the fa 117 of sa1nta, 
a daughter to such glorious 1nt and rtyr. 
, . 74 

One auapeots that it Taylor had aotuallJ ever et a real 

sa1nt, h would h ve b en dia at d. H1a rat1onal1t7 would 

hav been baffled, He deap1aed •• •• those bo$ka tro 

wheno the cloud• ar1••• espeo1all7 the books ot 1nettect1ve 

and tantaat1o notion. auoh •• are legend.a of aa1nta ••. • 

b oauae the7 were "invented," 1mpraot1oal, f111 cl with llfdreama 

and false propoa1t1ona," 11ke the book• or m7atical theology 

.. • • • whlch haTe 1n the the oat high-, the moat trouble-

o e, and th oat ster1oua nothlnga 1n the world ••• th 
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15 
ffluxe of a rel1g1ou mad.ne s." 

Taylor ' . Ged i .. 
• • • Godot order • • ••• He doea 

not favour •ra tures and extr•va nt expeot tion .•• 1ll1t-
76 

rat ph ntasma and i gnorant discourse , " nor do s l even 

mot,. a• sh9.ll s e in the next ohapt r, hero1o ot of 

piety. Taylor i s God, 1n rot, sounds • uap1o1ou 11 like a 

g ntleman, and w all kno who is gre t g ntlem n, • •• 

Taylor ' s God de:mandd not acts of 1ntu1t1on or conte plat1on, 
17 

but obed1eno to the covenant . t o the oo andments. 

• •s love f o;r God, therefore, aoool"'d1ng t-0 Taylor, uat 
?8 

b• p2/'Udent, pati ent, and rea11'• t1o• "• • • let no man be 
79 

hasty to eat of t he fruit ot pa~ad.1se before h1a ti • It 

Man must b an &4-livlai I not a oontempl•tt-r• r•lying upon. 

aome 4o~tr1ne ot miraoulou• "infu ed habits• h1oh would tak 

away the neoess1t7 or an holy- 11fe and th duty ot man to 
80 

struggle for his re rd. 

For Taylor , faith was firmly seated 1n the und rstand1ng 

and takes the •am• •hape and hue •· therefor , an, e'f'en aa a 

believer, und ratanda by d.1eooUJ1••• not b7 intuition, 

the believer un4eJ"atanda •• a man, not•• an angel. • •• 

Hla understanding 1s bound to the covenant, 

A regenerat-e peraon 1• oonvlnoed or the goodness 
or the law, and . editatea 1n 1,t day and night. 
Hl• 4 ltght ls in God ' s law, not only w1th hie 
mlnd approving, but 1th his will choosing the 
duties and 1gn1f1oat1en ot th• law. 82 

And so our examination or Taylor • theorl•• er ()o nition 

has brought us back tull olrole to wh r w tarted. back to 

man and th covenant, bao to consent and the ral law. we 
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have seen ow Ta lor•s pist ology 1a o t tot . ly ba d 

upon em 1r1oal not1o s . en the 1ntus1on or ta1th in the 

'bel1 v r ls oonstra.1ned by the humane oond1t1ons or nsory 

pero ption upon h1oh alone Taylor oonoeived under tand1ng 

or r son could oper te. We v traoed Taylor• 

exour 1ons 1ntu kept1c1am 1n the L1b rty of Proph nd 

indicat ed ho oond1t1onal lf-oontradictory 1t and 

ho d ngerous gen rally to reveale religion nd part1oul rl7 

to Ang11oan1sm. G1 1 ar d nger and elf-eontl"ad.1ct1on re 

reve 1 d h n we con ider d the p1r1eal 1 or th 

r at1ona11t 1ch Taylor exero1 d a 1nst tran ub tant1at1on, 

Lastly 1n thi s ehapt r, we saw o Taylor lo 1c ly ext nded 

emp1r1call 1 based rationality to c 11 in qu st1on the val14• 

1ty of r velat1on, symbolle d1 oourse and p1r1tu 1 1ntu1t1on. 

pon the ba 1 ot th1 v1denc, 1t is appar nt that 

Taylor w a perhaps rath r surprising percursor to Look• and. 

the • p1r1oa1 skept1o1sm or David Hum • was br1d.g , 

linking sevent enth century theology to the emp1rlcallF ba ed. 

s oulAr or 11am eharacter1 tie or the e1 hte nth century. 
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lARY AND RTBA 

Col•t-14ge once aa1d. that all en ar born natural 

Platonlsts or Arlstotelians. A slallar appo81t1on ocour• 

1n the goap•l aeoord1na to t, Luke, 

Now 1t oame to pa••• a th 1 went, that h 
ente,:,ed. into a o•rta1n villas•• a.n4 a oertain 
woman ed. Martha received him 1nto Iler hou••• 

And. •h• bad • a1•t•r called r:iary, whloh also 
sat at Jesus• feet, and.ha.rd hl• word. 

But tha wu oumbered abOut muon aerv1 · , 
and came to h1mt and. aald, Lord, dost thou not 
care that my a1ater hath i•ft me to ••rv• alone? 
t>1d her 'th•:retore that •h• help me. 

Ah4 Je•ua anawe:red and ea1.d. unto h•r, Martha, 
tha, thou art careful and troubled about many 

th1nga, 

But one thing ls needtula and Mary hath chosen 
that good part, which ahall not be taken awq 
from her. 1 

Tl!' 41t1onally, the two t1gur a ot Martha an4 7 haY 

been u,ed :respeot1Tctl7 bJ oo entators to aymbol1z th• two 

contrasted but oo plem•ntuy vo at1ons ot the aot1ve and. 

oonte plative 11fe. A.ooept1ng oo pletelf• •• man, ot ua now 

do, elther a •eoulu or Proteetant ayate of Ta.luea, 1t 1a 

d1ft1oult to take an 1.mag1nat1v• etep into an etho whloh 

oons14er• the life ot eontemplation to b of equal or even 

superior 1 P<)rtan&e to the aot1Te lite. Aa proot t t aueh 

80 
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c n b the oa••• her ar the words ot st. all, the tourth 

century Arohb1sbop ot Ca sax- a, one of th Four Great 

or the aatern church, 

otor, 

• • • w ••• the two states plao db tore us b7 
ana of the two women, th lower IB thil , cboos1ng 

to serve Hi 1n corporeal lni tr tion whioh also 
1a oat prof1tabl , and th t .[&lry •a n jf wh1oh, 
aaoend1n to th conte platlon of the aaored 7 tr-
1es, 1• th more ep1r1tual. 2 

} 
One not1o • 1 ed1atel7 that t. , 11 aaaign d an higher d -

gree ot ap1r1tual1t7 to thew 1 ot ar7 than to that or artha. 

He d1d not. however, 1••pp~ove ot Martha' • w • In th aer­

on from whloh we have Just quot d. St. B s1l continued b7 

leaving it up to aoh ~n41v1dual 1n the oongregat1on wh1oh 

wa, h should choose, lthough the chb1shop stipulated 

that cho1c of 

heroic oharit7, al 

tha ' s way nta1led the xero1ee ot oat 

sin the nam of Christ. ut s t. Baa1.l 

did ke olear that he oon 14 red arr •• way to b su r1or, 

and th t the one who ohoos 1t muat make a rad1oal brea 

with the world. He ust put .. • • • a 1de th service ot 

bo4117 need,• a cend "to th cont mplation of the d1T1n 

glor1 s. • • L &TO th body, le ve the tilling of th •~th, 

and the prepar t1on ot what 1• eaten w1th bre 4 • •• For to 

contemplate that •h1oh Chrlat teaoh•• 1• a work above the 

• rTlce or oorporal need." 

How mu h Ta7lor agre d with th•• pr1no1pl s a117 rad r 

or the to er two ohaptera ay accurately pr diet, • neTer 

tr1 d, 1t 1• true, to d ny the cond1t1onal val1d1t7 of the 

way ot Marr, after all, to have don ao 1n the 11 ht or 
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Chr1st•s words gr nt1ng Mary f vour would nave be n rF 

br zen. What Taylor did, though, was to d1sparag Mary's w 1 

subtly by ph&s1e:1ng the d.angera an4 "aelt1shneas" ot a con­

templat1.n life 1n oontr at to th s re, 1mmed1ate, obvious, 

and pract1eal b n f1ts of aotlve ohar1ty, Such tend nc1 a 

are at work, tor example• 11'1 the rollow1n6 p a sage, whose 

etreot d1fCers very widely from th tor the words Just q;uote<l 

from 8t, a 11, "• •• althou h ~ary was oo ended for ohoo•• 

1ng the better part. yet Nary had done worse lt ehe ba4 been 

at the foot of her Master when she should have relieved a 
) 

per1 h1ng broth r. • •" Thet-e were no suoh human1t 1an 

oone1derat10l'1$ 1n st. Bas111 his words ruthlessly cut ary 

from worldly affalra. Taylor'• words, on the other hand, 

help to ke her another Martha, Although h might ,eem to 

pen.it Mai7•a way under o :rt&in cond1t1ons, h . la 1n p:raottoe 

1mped1ng her fro 1t, for hardly at any- t1m ar there not 

1serable men 1n t.be world ln need or help • 

. e him 1nte.nse1y •usp1o1oue ot 

the 1ntu1t1on1• and th• ep1l'1tual phenomena wb1oh h&v 

oharae'berized hi tor1o&lly. the d epest fQrms or oont mpl t1on. 

f course, Taylor•s Holz Lly1ng nd olz Dying and The Golden 

Grove both preached the 4s1rab111ty or retired m dit t1on. 

But d1scur:s1ve m d1tat1on, within tb bounds or oov-e:nant 

th oloe:1. and. 1ntu1tiona1 oontemplation ,u-e tUst1notl7 d.1:f'ter• 

ent tters. If the l tter be sl1 t d; then ther 1 ar ve 

ritk or deba 1na reli 1on by turning it from 4oncernment w1th 

sr ce and spirit to the praet1c~ of a r1g1d1 external ized 
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or l t1. h • • ff ct, ... 1 r 14. 

nv ha 111 n 0 bl t ... 

t r n con t1on • 1 ota r 

• e tie o1 u t 001 1 t 

1• C r1t1 wh!ch 1 • e oona1d • 
r ct1 1. 

. • 4 

1 · o ort n tb 0 h n di T lo.r, on 

1 r by 0 ... it 1 on 14•r• 

al 1 ny) of th thr h • 1 n1• 

l1t1o llJ ur ul th 11 •• nd r 

oh () 1 ion • ntl7 T 1 po•l ion 

to pre 1a et• 1n1r o function wb1oh ol1tff1 

tlY s r f1l in th t t • con pl 1 o, to u. 

• 1n 1enn t 1'1 ' l 

tion •11 4o1t n,c a 1r 

ub1 
, 5 

1 r l. 

h1 d1 ra th w or l&l"1, Qt1•1nt•lleotual 

de lit r1 1 1 OQ u no , 1 yet anoth r proot or 

1a lor• 

d his pr d1 ct1on to~ th 1ncul t1on or r l 1v1s. 

t 1 1 lso, fro 11 tly dift rent 1 tor v1 , 

pto t1o f ~ 7ler• •hlft fro theoc trio to 
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naturalized un1 verse . For 1f l~ary be den1-ed her cont :mpl .. 

t1on, then no other 11nk exists between man and God 1n the 

system or Anslioa.n Erast1an1sm except the one between Martha 

and prov1denoe work1ng co-operatively throu h th jur1sd1e-• 6 
t1on of the church-stat nexus. 

he manners of 1· ry and tartha also oone rned Te.ylor, 

Hew • after all. a f st1d1ous man, mor_ 11st, dom1?1$ted. 

by notion of the Aristotelian mean, a pragmat1o rationalist 

to whom excess , as repugnant and dangerous. Not only did he 

regard the p ssiv , unitive y of ·lary w1 th susp1e1on, he 

al o su peoted t e validity of all aots of hero1¢ pur tion 

n4 p1ety, even 1f t hey were oonneoted with 1 rtha•s way • 

.A.coo-rd in to Taylor• the cond1 ttons or a good l1t d _ manded 

b7 the g-osp 1 were binding• but not exoess1vely str1ct OJ" 

severe. severity between God and man had been d1m1n1$hed by 

the ercy of Christ and th exemplary o1v111ty of 1 life 

one. rth. Logioally enough, Taylor •s e phas1 upon Chr1•t •s 

mercy and Chrtatian ed1ocrit7 spurred him to sentiment 11a 

Chr1 t and create ot H1m a figure hoe hum ne ttr1 ute 

reoe1ved d1sproport1onate attention 1n comparison to the 

d1v1n ones, 

For no we need not , w1th Ad _ to fly from the 
pre ehc or the Lord •• • tor H , fro who ~ur 
sins made us once to fly, now we.eps, nd 1s an 
1nf' nt 1n H1s other ' s arms •• • hath forgotten 
all His anger , and 1 swallow d up with love, 
and enc1rol d w1 th 1rrad.1.at1on or amorou • 
affection and good w1llt and the eff ots of 
th1 good w1l1 ar not referr d only to pe:rson 
of h ro1cal and eminent gr oes and operations , 
of vast and expensive oharlti. $, of prodigious 
abst1nenc1es. of erem tieal r tlrement, of 



ascet1cal d1et, of p rfeot re11g1on, and canonized 
p rsons, but to all• en of good w111,• whose 
souls re hallow d with holy purposes and pious 
desires •• • 7 

In add1t1c>n to de. lgnation Christ as the fount of v st 
8 

rcy. Taylor made Hi m the pattern, the Great Exemplar, for 

Christians to emulate. Needles to say, Christ. the &7lor1 n 

exemplar, had nothing 1n common w1th Christ, the revolution­

ary, as populariz d by som twentieth century artists nd 
9 

soo1 l18ts. Taylor• Christ wa a very prudent gentleman • 

• constant, unblameal>le; comply1.ng w1th c1v11 ociety, 

w1thout affrightment of pr cedent, or prodigious 1natanc s 

of aet1ons greater th n the 1.m1tat1on of men." Hls 11f wa 

v ry holy, but "ordlnary•--a pos1t1on which Taylor maintained 

explicitly against the "$ooles1ast1oal writing of certain 

beatified person• who 11f . 18 told r th r to amaze u and 

to ore te scruples. than to lead us 1n the venne sand 
10 

serenity of a holJ conso1enoe.• 

Ta7lor cit d Chriat•s subm1ss1on to baptism s proof' that 
.. • • • a life common nd ordinary. without affectation or 

ll 
e1ngul r1t1, 1s the most prudent and are ... He d14 not 

think the pattern of Chr1 t •s life sanctioned •ecstasies 1n 

prayer, and abstraot1.ons of senses, and 1mmat r1al tr nsporta­

tion, and fast1ngs to the ex1nm t1on ot ep1r1ts, and d1 -

ab11ng all an1mal operat1ons ••• , .. but .rather a life of 

,1ust1oe, te peranoe, chastity, p1ety, and charity," · uoh 

11f•• without which hwn n aooiet7 cannot be oons _· rved .• 

Taylor even wobbled dangerously near the edge of th 

• 
•. 

12 .. 
p1t 
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of Ar1an1 by argu1 that Chr1st wa 1n a st te or p1lgr1-

mage in His world , like ever1 ordinary Christian, during 

which B progress d from a state of lesser to one of gre ter 

perf'ect1on. The method by which Taylor reached such po 1-

t1on was supple and v gue . H• admitted, ashed.id quite 

frequently, the truth of the paradoxical my tery that Christ 
lJ 

1s both human and divine. ut he ma1nta1n d th t Chl'1st•s 

two natures retained thel.r d1st1not properti s unm1ngled, 

for er.ample, Chr1st aa God could not $Uffer, but th d1v1ne 

nature could note se the suff ring of Christ ' s humane nature. 

Conversely, the humane nature or Christ could not partak or 

h1s d1v1ne qualities. Therefore , Chr1st•s humane nature dur­

ing H1a earthly lite was in a•• •• stat of merit and work." 

It was imperf ct, nd Christ 's glory nd 1mmortal1t7 prooeed. d 

from the vol1t1ve l1ft1ng b1 Chr1st , act1ng in a humane 

manner. of hls humane nature to a tate of perfection. H1 

glory and 1mmortal1ty w re not•• •• a nee ssary oonsequeno 

and. • • natural efflux or the personal union or the Godbe d. 
14 

w1th the humanity ." 

Taylor's humanization of Christ w s guarded and. by no 

means thor-ough-go1ng, He did not, for 1nstanee, ttempt to 
15 

orter rational, naturall t1o e:z:planatlons of Chr1st•s m1raoles. 

But the trong ou.rrent of hum.an1z .t1on sweeping through the 

Life or Christ 1s 1n scapably obviou • nowhere more o than 

1n T ylor•a rrequent lapses into sent1mental1ty1 suoh as that 

evidenced 1n a desor1ptien of Chr1 t bear1 the cross to 

Calvary, and fainting because th weight was"• •• grievous 
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and intolerable to His tender, virginal. and weakened. body. 
16 . . ' or 1n the r ther com1o prudery of the following 

quotation desor1b1ng the Cru01r1x1on1 

For the aun hid his he d from beholding such a 
prod1e;y o sin and .sadness , and provided a veil 
for the nakedness of Jesus , that the o en might 
b present , and It self' d1e , w1th modesty. 17 

Tay1or •a Chr1st was, 1n fact. blood relative to the 

Christ of n1tar1ans and eists. He was very close to being 

merely a Just man. fit to become an earthly sage in one of 

those Jumbles , so often e1ted by nineteenth and twentieth 

century writers , which con 1st of names such as oora.tes, 

Budd.ha , l•ontaign~, 8hake. peare, aeon, and Whitman, aupposed 

to s1gn1fy the high potent1al1t1es of natural intellect . 

The bitter and complex controversy over the nature of the 

Trinity which broke out befor the end of the seventeenth 

century, producing during 1 ts long course the pole ic .of 

Bull. Sherlock, Clarke, and aterland, to mention only- the 

more 1mpc,rt it , 1a a s1gn1f1cant 1nd.1cat1on as to the fer• 

tile seeds which ambiguous doctrines l1ke this one of T ylor •s 

mu t hav sown b forehand 1n men ' s minds . 

It would 'be foollsh to state the matter too dogmatically , 

esp e1al.l7 1n an historical ess 7 where statements should be 

emp1r1oall7 verifiable, but one cannot help but sens ro­

found oonneet1on between suoh apparently ab tract tters aa 

the def1n1t1on of the exa,ot nature of Christ and th 

suppos dly more direct , tangible atters which perhaps more 

immediately ooou.py the attention of the majority of us . 
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del1 .. ht 1n t he sp1r1tu 1 as ct of ra ur a y to Go , 

~ 1le not bounding throu h yl or • · or , are uf 1c1ently 

pres nt for delight 1 but, on bal no, 1 1 ad1ng picture 

of the gen ral b1 

would be misle d1 

of his mind to be drawn . The 1oture 

bee us 1t would convey th 1 press1on 

that Taylor a an i ntuitive, eo t tic y t1o similar to, let 

u say, 'l'r hern , who e work abound 1th ro pt1on of the 

h a venl.y Eternal beneath th flux or tempor 11t1 s, Taylor, 

as w h ve een, as anything but s thet1o to ard 1ntu1-

t1on, eo t sy , and myst1c1e . On can only conclude that 

Taylor's delight i n natural beauty and order o erated rely 

t the di cursive levelr w s based upon no con c1ou ly for u­

lated and therefore extendible 1ntu1t1o 1 pr1ne1ple , 1t e, 

perha.p, only n dept m1 1cry of cert 1n lit r y f hon . 

Taylor us d the old argument fron de 1gn, 

D 1sts nd r t1onal1z1 church n 1n n g 

f vour1te with 

teadily ore 

ffeoted by so1enoe, to prove the ex1at no of D 1gn r, nd 

by do1ns so lifted th natural world to the seduot1v d1gn1ty 

or log1o. 

Can an;y thing in th1s world be more foolish than 
to think that all th1 rare f br1o of h v n n 
e rth can come by chance, when all the skill of 
art is not bl to~ k n oy ter? To rar 
ffeot, nd no e use, an exoellent gov rnment nd 

no pr1no a a motion without 1 ov bl I a oirole 
without centre, a t1 e without eternity, 
second 1thout first. • • thes thin~ re o 
a a1nst ph1lo o hy nd natur l r son, th the ust 
needs be st ln hi und rst nding th t do not 
assent to the . 1 

tJatur was not 1n T ylor the oreat on or a Ca.rt 1 n God . 

he world had not been set o1 11 great m chin r 
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1nterloo.k1ng part an1mate4 by peys1oal lawa 1nvar1ably 

oper t1ng 1n ohalna of oause and ffeet tro . Which God w1tb• 

drew h1a 1 ed1at attention after creation. L1ke Hookei-, 

who qote. "Tho•• things wh1oh nature ls aa1c:1 to 4<>, an bJ 

d1v1ne art performed• ua1n nature aa an t..natrument, nor 1s 

there an, auoh art or knowledge d1v1ne 1n natux-e heraelf 
19 

working, but in the Gulde or nature •• work." Taylol" thou ht 

God to be constantly 1nterv•n11'lg to malntaln the balance and 

proportions or visible atter. 

God ls every where pr••ent by Ria JX)wer . He 
rolle the orbs or heav n w1th H1• band• H f1xe 
the earth wlth H1e toot, He gu14•• all the orea .. 
turea with Hl• eye.• • He 1t 18 that aas1ata at 
the numel'Oua produot1ona ot ti•h••• and the:re 1• 
not on• nollownea, ln the bottom ot the••• but 
He shews Hlm•elt to be Lord of 1t• • • 1n the 
w1lderne••• the bltt rn and the stork, th• d.ra~ 
gon and the eat7r, the unicorn and the elk, live 
upon Flis prov1alona, and rev-ere. Bi■ power• and 
te•l the roroe ot Hts alm1ght1n•••• 20 

Taylo.r •• Tature, ther tore, at the expl1o1t level anywa,, 

was quit theoeentr1cn God supports. it, orders events by 
21 

His providence. and us•• various inatrumenta to••• that 
22 

un 1a govern d b1 41v1ne l••• 

Fl-om such postulates it to1lowa read117 enough that 

Nature both retleots certain qual1t1es of God and alao baa a 

beneficent, "sacrainental" aapeot. "In the race or the sun," 

wrote Taylor 1n Holz L1v1pg, •1ou may••• Goel ' • beauty, 1n 

the tire 7ou may reel Hia heat warmings 1n th water, Ml• 

gentl n as to retres.h 7ou 11 • • • 
2) 

Nature oould al.so. wh . n 

cons1d red in auQh an holJ llgbt, rurt1 h Ta,ior w1th 1mage, 

and metaph.ors to explain or even ver1r1 tbe 41v1ne 1117ster1ea. 
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nt olement• tbr a4J d to th r 1 

obll -tlona ot a bord1nat1on 

n•o•• ary to •x. lne· in d.et,a11 th1e conception or the GrM.t 

Oba1n ot 1 b7 ortor1ng. 1upportive q otatlon, fro a71or•• 

near PP•4•o aaor• or h~ Po~ 1••• b•oauae 1t baa beco • 

•uob • o o pl.a • l . • od•rn atv.cU.e• or •n'•ntaenth o,nt'\U'f 

ll•h 11teratutte, TQ'lor aoc•,pt• · the at cttU-t 1111 ,. 

• took ob 1ou• •11 t l QI 

e b lli•h 1t • 

h.1• rhotorioal power tc 

• • • ·oct 1-n tb• • r t1 not he •orl tlr•t 
rod o• a ma•• ot tt r. v1ng noth1 i h 1t 

bu~ an o • 1ent1 oapac1tJ ra.n4 p • 1Y1t71 
h1o o a para 1n tnto ol a•• or 41v1a1on, 

, ve to ever, p.a.rt • co u1 t7 to th lr reapec• 
• 1ve fo a, wbioh 1n their d1 tlnct or a 14 
tatto th 414 r .ooet T 1 ordor. • • d out 

or th••• appc,1 t-• -• s tor ••" nt• • 
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to be •ten. •. 26 

oono1u•1on that h1• r hJ' an4 obed1enoe w 

• • plet 1n • lo pr-, r. WJ!'ltt n tor th• 

thlns• 1n • o ertu1 ord. r, a 
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~ - the "lawful com 4 " ot tho e who ha4 ••t ov r 

• . • • l at the ap1~1t of pr1d and ut1nJ' • ot . ur o,: , d 
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t!M 

mh1e . tural neoeaait7 of hlttraroby and. ob dlono w • 
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th r 1de ot T lor• QOl'l t1on or i tur • r a th• 

14 htch rn1 hed k-7- one or Taylor• d.oo rtn or 

chut-oh and .t t . The br1gh1 r -1 t o .1.a11or •e oonc pt1on,, 

alde whleh, how v r, h d1d not r tl7 develop h1 lt 

becau 1t oount raot d th co bi t1on of cov nant th olo , 

p1lr1o co· n1t1on. and t r t1an1 wh1 .h • 

latlo ot lor•s thou ht, ete aaoerdot 1, 

crown or cr _at1on, 1 ht 

1C> 1-oall.y aeume in an h.1erat:ch1 al oono•»'tlon ot t •• 

r•••i • uoh an op1n1on, T lor wrote s• -ge like th• 

tollo , h1 h wo· d v b en rally or chax-aoter1,tto 

or Tr h rn or no:rris ot 1)e erton, 
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• h _ b , 
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orp.rur ot peroep,1on," and eolll, he _,. • 3,01n 1n co.ncert 

w1th th orn1 • tar. • • to •ln hall•lujah to th 

.atber ot n and 

ut de ptt thelx- apparenti,- traascend.ent 1 port., 1nten,,i. 

e1t1e.cl by the1r b 1ng torn out. or ,oont n, the•" rh. tor1o:al 
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aan u•t ta • ON pa1u to ,~rt.ab than to be 
ha.ppr. ,. • )) 

One oo\\ld tl11 8eflHl 

ta,lor• • bOok• • pu\1 ulai"lJ' trom. -. lf . &!UM• th• . • n,,. 

t~• Llf• or Christ. B•r• ta•,., • .,. r"m ••• la\t•r• 

&u.t beald" \hat 04 bath u · • , 1• 70.Jte •••1 bJ 
exte,-1or •uppe>rt•, more t~ •••r ••• 111 .an, 
th•t- ii-•11 ·.ton; hi'l•tiaaitJ' 1• ot 1taelt, 

aooor41 to h eatl111at•, • r•11g1on __ re ... ,. 
and. 4ea1i-.ble :oy our natur-1 and. euonable 
appet1ts••• than • ,tn, 111 tho e_lclat ot all 1te 
pl aun,, and 1 • nor tel101 t1••. Vlrtu• hath 
more tl•qur• tn. 11 than a1n, an4 hath all ,ut1•• 
racl1 na to •••rt 4••lJ't or mu, 1n oNer to 
h •n pwden\ •n4e, • • to l1Ye aocor41 to 
th• 1••• ot J••u.• la.. ln •o•• tblnga, o•• na­
\ur.i. ., .• 1 t ooM.uo•• lnt1n1 t•l7 to tb• •on ent 
or o•r ll'l't• •&lad nt1.,ua1 and poli tlea1· eat1•ta.o­
t1ona. • ., 1, 1• • •••D• ,o p~•••n• our tem nl 
11-.ea lon pct he&1t1tr .... 1t 11 oat r•••onabl•• 
D4 h• only 1• pruct•nt that cto• so , an4 he a 
tool that •• not. nd.-all tb.1· • bee14•• the 
eon•l4en.t1one ot • - ol'toua - h . PP7 eternity. 34 

• u ln a,101-•• wei- ·• 1t 1• 41ttioult not to t••l. tba.t 

Tarlor le 1 plan\t • la •at ... ,. ot nat.\U' 1J"e1110 1nto 

th• 1ra«a ot hi• aui•n••• •M oi-o•• hf.a eUap.PU7ecl into 

the ba• i,oun.4 ·to b• »epl•oed b7 e uabl• 14en1.1t1oallon 

Of wor14lt wlth •PlJ'l\ual bap,P1n••·· All th• Ylrtu.•• ot 

Nl1 1on-•hWDl'llt1. oha,tltT. ,. P•J"Uo•, piety. 1obrl•t1-­

'b•oaa tor a,lor ln hl• eplou.rean iao · •• tne 11-.na to an 

b• bappJ' lll)).eaa •• be ptoua .. .n h• :,,e11a1o~ t a Chri.,tan 

ie t he .· ••'••t ••our1t7, an4 th• o•t •rtaln J.utr · ent ot 

1 a t-loh , ab4. Jl.,.. • and healtbtUl. ,aml wi •• ,s 
b•lo• 4, l n the whole wo:r1d. •• •• .ell ·on, ao otxll to 
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a,lcr, k • en r1cb bT our1d. 1nte %1mO , luat,, 11t1• 

t.ouan•••• b1t1on. ul1>•r1, an4 • It•••••• 

b••l ht\11 b7 requtrt, · t p•rano• ln toocl -.m drlnk1 thu• 

et • mber•.• hea4aoh••, apopl ,x1e•, 4&ngu-ou• tall•• rrao ure 

at bOnee. d.renobi a • 4 d.1l\lt1on ot the bra1n, ltttlamaat'10n 
)6 

or the 11 •~• orud1t1 ot th to ach •• ,• It •• m n 

b•l 'Yi .d by re on ot lbe Ylrtue th Y' pN,0,lioe which g1va• th 

fair r ut t1on1 1 t al. o 1tist11.1 t••wo!t"thy h · 111.t.r·.. •nd 
37 

11Do not all th• r d bat• a p . u an?" e1lg1on, ln. 

Ta7lor• • w rd•• 1• •ne1th,. ope 1 h to disturb o l" 

health. nor 10 •Mas 'to d1aco po our J t and. ode•t ohe•r• 

tulruu,• • oJt _ o pro41 a1 a to to:roe u • • to need and 1gnobl• 

th r it •ttll us tall ot ••r ntt1e and 

. oaplac•note -• t • ur t por 

• qlor., 1n •tteot• wu porllou 1, olose to pre chin th• 

relt on or au.oo • • At one ,etnt. tt 1· Ol'llJ tai:r. to - ·n,. 

\t.c,n, h 

trl 4 to 
39 

tun. 

ld ob3ect that• n llv n betore Chr1•t• 4•• ent 

bu .. tue 'b7 wor14l, pro · • ri tr and 1 tor-

• t de p1t• tbta roes r tlon, 1 1• dltrtcult to ••• 

how,, ln th 11 t ot the preoedl e 14•'"'•• Taylor•• vrs.· 1 • • 

1¥ n 11oen e an« at u.1 't1oti 

to Chrle t ntr· to do t · . • . e., tor t t i ·• a to ptln and. ••1' 

1n ereton to ake . rottt an 1• at.U:" . 1 ·1ty 'f1rttt • 1r nr-

tu oonoetv-ed • p:r.ot1 table and pl•• .. a.bl•, 



9 

T lo ' .. tak 

bl r l o 10n or th • t hll b r 

!.o • 

1 tor• Ol" 11 tt.o oult 

toru , 10 .. 

a •pl:r1.t 

r•ll 10 ot !l l . • · t the x 11o1t •v 1. , Ta,-lor 

hl• t: i-1 · r :r1oh••• 

hon<> l"a .end, Pl-1111·-• 00 e fN • to '" a, •4 •• 
t .d • 

O ,10 • 4 

ooul • ror •• pl, 
.r atil.ll .,, • n, 

1 lor•• own 104.u . o • la _ hen.. ff• 

BUt;Ja& •• 7 often • tt tur• w . h~ v, a, 

I t l t 
on Tlnv .·• • 

0 

' 
rao ot • h ·•-··-· ttlea and t ~~ ... u r 
tb• IM le o 
u•• • t 
tor l • all4 breath• 
t•1 • e n • l 

1 lo a ·t• 

Pl·OU" an ••l -itor 

n to ct l1ght 1n 

l 

J' tllb ,o f•U 
lfl a poelt 
•he ••-4 

t • 

ve.~1' WO .. d. ~ 

b1a 

he 11 ot 

he l'l . • oh • 1 

• • 14 taylo , 
h1 



9 

• • •• 0 • -

tto ••• 11 

tres11me1 •• 

era ••• 1 • ,. 1 '1:t 

• • • 0. 

• • • 
lo• 

it 1 

tr th 

1 

1n 
• • 
• 

• •• 
1 1 ,.. • • 
t •n l 

• ... • • • 
0 80 l 0 

14, 1 

1t1 • 

a t1 

. t 

.. 

• t 1 ¢ l • • 
ot 0¥ oo tort. # • • 

to 

r 1 le 

h or 11 

• di no 
1 , 

. () 
on• 

11 • r 

11 t 

1o or hl 

1on a 18 

le , -. • • 
11 1 

1 o tin 

ec tor 1 

10 r 
e 1 1, 

tt• -

11 • r1,-

t 

Jll.Y a • •lt1 n 71 

1 I 

leo _. 

or 

• r11 
4 

r 

t 
.. 

• • 

0 1 

r to 

t 

onf 

t 

1 

0 

,. 

d 

• ut • t 

l'i 1'111 -
" t t t t 

• Of' 

• 
the c• •1-

tn-d<> 1n t 

• • 
t 1 



100 

,.natur ll;r no 1na for th t • l d 1ro a put into ua 
47 

by o ., and th r fore co ld not be vll , .,. God 

bl 1n .#a He de and bl 

n4 1nsp1red .. er7 

an t1 t hJ to chlldl . s • . r1'1 _ ... e o.r 

'l'aylor w both 
49 

1v1n my t r7 and a n tur l 001 1 a v -

t · 

In h1 op1n1ono n rr g , tlor w q 1.t . orthodox , 

1 og1n1<> on Q li 

th to n e rl1 r ti in .. hr1 ti S.ty. v n · ue n tz -

b • h • d n ant1 thy to r r1 d l r • J t he \ 

when pro ot r t • - y .boe ,ary• • th otiv 'bo e 

aplr1tual of t ot al who ot . r n h 1 the 

old n e 41 oou 

or L1 ttl .... 1 di 

fro c non 

d ellb o. ne els t 

O ld h Gr o 1 d O nt 

once1 • hi 

1ohola . 

oh hat 

tro ll 

-rrar ., who told the th t 1 • h t 

tt JO\\ t tor eoul1 r , th 
so 

orl 11 rvio tf"? . thttl" on 

0 

to upport h1 fl"1 d ...,vel.yn • :r u 1.v pl 1n 

the T1 

p th1 

• • , th ro1.o tJ s ex- now e.nt1qua,ted, 
peopl• pro-ote4-4 b7 entle:t' an4 or• oo• en41 t.1• 
et od • • the eoonc1 s or er • :x , nd. ouat.o • 

ot th• - ut1on, ,and. tbe AOJ'Xnl l' ot tn• oondlt1on., 
and t e t of ,1 nut r 711s • pyou ec es 
Ob11 ed b•r t o .u:r, • Sl 

OU 

h• o1Y1o, 1'f'llis•4 bea•ttt• hlob .-e1,n round 1ti ..,_.1 • 
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oo ot th1s oo nt a1l1 to1o1 1 

r 1 no pl ce o sit ti.own 1n .. u, 7ou 
rl•• •• eoon •• you a:re •• , to:r •• ha••, 
1n our oh b n, _ wo 1.n o r at-4. n , 
«pt4•r• an4 flt•• 1tt tht palao•• ot the uteat 

1 , •• . •~ru ea • our h 4s ach$• ro• 
,~1 k OU!' tl e •• and. 1n OU- Yer7 blood, •b•N 
ow:- 11re d el , 1 the o•ne u er ·hloh ture 
a,. an, ab:al-p t•Y•r• ~ heaTJ alolffla••••• $4 

•ro1 • hop ot ho 

•• •Ph eral, 11ke r.ru1.t • h1 h preae.nt • ta.1.r 8\U"fac• bu, 

he All S.ty ot col t.Ultl• 

n to urchu o • r• 

Vololn . ,ino~u•• lilt• ,., ••• , 1, ,... al ., bll,Ylta 1• 

that ••Tloi- ahouJ.d. ar.rl •• at ·the pral•• or .11 pl lei 11 . 4 

retl .ent •• oea,. 

ab.out all th• •llah • of ooiet7 •u • tl••h• h• •lowl,­

tun• •»1 u an oM• ore ln ~h• • ontempl•tUul t P"•toal 

te1le1tl••• ln.4••«• lt l• 1tt1 ult no . to••• ln aylor a 

t1 •• the lua 117 1pr :utl.. •••4- ot a nainralt.•t;t ro.ant1 .. 

ot •kln t th ~ ot orifforttt••• ln wtu:,a le •o e;,h1• ot 

~h• • • 41ohot 7 between Cbr1atlat\ • oto! • 

Platon1o e 1oureant . • 

If •n 41d but knolr wb b tell ltJ' w 11• 1~ Ibo 
oott e et a Virtuous 01" n, how .· ound. h1• 
ttle , ho • qulet h1 r a t, bow co • , 4 1• 
1nd, how rre · t r, how 1 h1a p,-o 1e1 · • 

bow healthful hl• 11o~n1 · • how ao ~ hll n1 h • 
how o1 this cutht how l~Jt'tll h1 h at-t~ th 1 
woul.4 n•Y•r a ti-• tb• no1 •• an4 • 41••••••• 
th tlu-o ot • ion he viol ·nc ot 
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h ' h 1ou.r ar 1on r t r , ttu, re ornuoo 1 or 

<; • 0 1d. nc • 

Th 

11 " ' 14h, ho 
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1n t 

ta l • 
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f , lor•• 

t1ty 1 u. l •• 

••r ~u 
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1,1 lU\ll'lo 1, r 4F tori 1A 1 • nal.17• to 

b•lP 4 ren t t• • ,1 ·• or •• • • 

l eY1M le • . u ot •• unto · . ,. :.u•u.a who lap . . _, 

be Ol'1 • al h' no-a ~bapa • na ra11J • ,10 • n 

e1n • lh•J •• oe4, lnba lt th• lo••~ 11nktt ot ta• a.._, 

hal of • tre - how T-,101' • ltte4 • . ·la tur• ·t 

Ctwl·•,&an- •'-l•l•• 111 o M• hu1u11, O, tlalatlo •-t. 

.. •or,. 

.... .,. llo k• to th• J)N • ... • • ,. ta,1or• • 

i te p etalon or--• •tor, ot RT h• 

followed. • • ..,1. or .• ,, • tl ·at\4 u••Jtt•4 tbt aplrl tu.al 

•7 t • nt l)lalt n a t •• •••S.t.7 u~ enlatl.« er . e-

ta• .ant ho• I .be, terl•l rl4-, . lott vn14 ha>Ye tt 

: 1ua4 '• aU,t•t.• t •lr •s· .•rlot, 1111.11 1 ao\lYltJ 

n • •• • • 1- -.,t••• • 01'111 ot t .en'tall •• 

••l.q tbl'O ab 1'' • •1'••• ·IIJ'l! t- •ou14 l'OMl>lJ· ha'Ye ·•• 

atnole4 a c~1 .. ur.• l••• b • ~lt\ll .ha th ne a. o 

•t•uo -4 to • :.t • . i ti wo 1 baw-• en• v. 'Milt 

eha.4 •• •w•"4 a . elall, t • ., r•• 11 • l • 1; 

•n oni, 1 - ~ .. - , t • 1-1 l•I • • • all ,. •t • 

,u»e4 ,ua4l•• UIJ\ll' l I 1,, .... PIO,.,. oni., •• l • · atallt1. 

-,10• ••• u • • ow tlYlet. wor h• • . .tt· ot pua. 

41•• wteh • • ,· •• t 1& th• pe J . ••m• Of God.•• 

•n• ~ '-!l!l, •xn h• ••• t' tbJ' ta• -..1 tho .. , br-4 

• • • ,. • 'bu u A :a ln 1'1. t ot 

~1.• fa1l•n • ••W, Ta;-l•r u, uo-t,4. a •• ·•n t or •• 

•ll • • • •ball ••• 1· JMVa tfha ·. 
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1t 1•1 theJ have an 
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0 l>rJ.et •• or · . un,u~ . 9 

1.n'° wh\otJ. Ti lo• oo p:r••••• all . ha h• •••r WHt• ab.O t tb• 

ttu••• ot ••1abt 11 4o 1.,.t1on tho•• ot -vro •• • ~• •rlpv• 

·11or ona14 rt:4 to be •o, 41•1u ap,o1 t .en,. ~ bJ t.b• 

' • u111-,11oat1on ot the ,a. ln-lt7 ot • ,eta-1-vo • •· • •, thla 

001u1· • t • !if ?b• ._..., . , • •• tor o1· '11 o1etv to. Qr1sinille ,. 
Jt· -h,o,11gbl to b•· ln & at'lhff l'lt ll\l . nt or llo'bb•• 

a:ntiol ator1 or to· k•• t:t-Om o1Yt.1 nntued.on_. o rr-o 01v11 

war an& 'rlolenoe., vb•n t:her• • t10 ad ot state and 1uie11rG,n, 

n 11•• In «suoh a •1 t t1on, • • l noy and •x . r1eno 

' •••ntu.111 ud . e:n ot the . ec • 1 tv of' o-rd. • • but o~d•r 

1• J.:nJ.u,r•ntlJ ta1nt • iaoi-4• wbloh p •o•de 1t. 

a,-1 · r 1utuc d th• , . ·· an atat s au •1J . pl ot • wron 17 

Ol'1atute4 pollt7, tor 1'- 0,1t11 111 lit Jt •·th le 1-tlettve 

po •r tn their own _ •• aa-4 • ,. • 

a th lr pl_, r ·• • .~ 

neula 4 ottloer 

nsent to \he 

1••· l>y w .10h they ••r• N1 : • Oh •11 • . • t QlOl" -1•••4 

. lt • 1tta t•, 4 -• l en ed th • pl hlob d>mu 

neee a4 o o bt:r aat1 na 1thoa• u. Jeot• wer thu. et1 ul d. 

to ••ro1 - t •tr• 1 · "at th x,•tt•• or · tle 

prlnt••• •ftl f&nt, ti l1b rt7,,• wrot• -,lor, tb,e pnl)l• 

WOU:14 ••140 bo trl tho . J a • th•7 ul 1-• what tM.t WU 



11 

i-ca•olwd .on, tor h• n they, pl 

or n w r es . 1 

t d 

ploJ l ght ht. b en to 

lo•t ri • I ) 1101tly, l 

6 
h., an all kl • ·•• 

l eh 

r1n lpl •u~~•# or 1n ,~1 

3 •t 1 :tton nou· h to1." 

• orto know e4 

hta4 be n at bl1 he 

•tanta• 1o 1 rt.1• ot 

1•s1t1 t 11 be 

to T ,1or haa 
14• d q: 

y left 
~-

. 0 

1 J,. h •ot 

1 b v• nt 

t 1 1 1t 1 f)Uffe 

r o• b 1 nttt ' . 
t tm th r 

, Ta lo~ •• 
• ~h . •rs -o:r t . • - . n • 

XJ11 1 

hie, ohy 1n l 

lt ru 

ln ubll, aoo1•t,-,, • 

contu on, 

tro th h1 

bo tn'l G :t-. C 

ot ita • 1n kC♦ll 1 

out 

n1 

•11•~1 ot mo roh1 • 

th 

• 
h. 

h 

o.e l 1 <> 0 

hr• 1 .. 1 

t th r ot 1 h oho• or 

C,t'i:I 1 t ·ollc •th. 
1 

1oe.• • t th• le• of 

ot 1 tn 

.lnted o t, -. 0 

t 1 :va o•• b. 
8 

bo41oa Poll ,.., .. • .. 



117 

Against the extreme Anabaptists ct• h wrotea 

Por the religion of Jesus Chr1 t 1s th best 
establish rot the tel1o1t7 or p:riYate persona 
and or publ1o oommun1t1 1 it is religion 
th t 1s prud nt and 1nnooent, human• and rea.son-
ble, and brou ht 1nf1n1t advantages to mankind, 

but no 1nconTen1eno , nothing that 1s unnatural. 
or u.nsoe1able, or unjust, d 1f 1t be certain 
that this world cannot be gov•rned without laws, 
and las without a compulsory 1gn1f7 nothine;a 
then it 1s certain that lt le no good religion 
that te ohe doetr1ne whose consequents will 
4estro7 all government . , • 9 

To ••ttle matters, Taylor cited the tact that Christ and the 

AJ)Oatles had co pl1 with•• •• th moat absolute goY rn-
10 

ent and the ost imperial that waa then in the world, •• • 

as proof conclus1Ye that Chr1et1anltJ affirm 4 rather than 

destroyed o1v11 society. 

Mor, as a Chri t1an. did Taylor f'l1noh fro ju t1t71ng 

the h1gh charlt7 of olT11 ooerc1on. No aorupuloua che k­

turn1ng b7 euper1ora 1n the1r o1Y1l oapao1t7. he thought, 

could preserve an orderl7 gonrnment. Law, after all. was 

not mad tor the good who natur 117 operate by proper pr1no1• 

ples, but for the "v1o1oua and the tyrants. oppreaaors and. 

the 1mpu4ent• who deap1ae auoh pr1no1plea and must needa be 

subjeot to the "o1v11 Po••:r ~ 1ofil hath taken word to 
11 

tranat1x the cr1m1nal and to kill th ortm . • Although 

Taylor nowhere &dTanoes the oelebrated pal"adox or Jose h de 

1atre that aoo1al order re t• 1n the bands or the oit1zen 

who soolety deepl•••• the executioner, he d.oubtl •• would 

haYe oonaented to 1t, 

••• without a ooaro1t1ve power ther oan be 
no governm nt. nd without government there can 
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n t l la th ory, s ~pound .d• for ex pl• ¥ .uook r, 

utter d t th hand or u port rs of h1e r 1oal soo1• 1 

who found their o ponenta r 1 po sot ••lf• 

J t1f1o t1on fro 1t t ch •ltuat1on 1• 

1lluetrat d by hat r ton faced dur1n t • tne,y D• tea 1n 

164? h n L v llel' su t t i t r La J t1r1ec1 n 

equ1tabl r d1 tr1but1on of th. . 

a Y1 t t uoh pp to tural 

reton co t r•4 y 

oul d1 l • aoc1et 

b cu or t 

t1on ot 1 

1 pet• t r veto th anarohi l • 1afac• 

14 l e1r• 1 toroe , that t • onl r -

o . bl a 1a pon. w io to r• v o1v1l o1 t 
• 0 ·-

to 7 oontr ct, .. 
• • • 

that en 1 tor 

tter of lAn that h hath r o•tv d b7 a tr uot1on rro 

hi o tor• hie coord1 tot l 
1 

• all upon bl.a 

to b hi r1 t.• 

lor, v n or than Ir ton, w 1n a 1ft1oult •1• 

t1on. reton, v&1~~1ge of vln o t h1•• 

o t °'o pl onarohy 

or ~ -b1 ou or1 1n d oooa 1onall • ndalous nd 1noo pe-

t nt co d.uet. • Jlor , ho • to defend the ,naroh7; ao •bo · 

h had to reot d 1o te b lanoe bet e abaol tean4 

relat1 e Yal •• n . ur1t co 1 • ore lo 1 11, 

ttract1ve ca ' l n 11 al rev1;,l. t o 1e * t were 

d ter 1 d to 1 no:re the r l t1v :uo .. aa1 J.e an4 

p r t 1.n the b ol t • t t1o of ro thro time had, 

therefor, l1ttle v 1 tor th • t 1 lac• conep1o o i,. 



120 

1n a c nt\ll7 wh n 1t w only 3u t beginning to be de elo ed, 

a real hi stor1 c l ens•. Their app al to hl tory 1n both 

politics and re11g1on were to 1noa:rnat1ons ot st .tic, abaol\l e 

values, .not relat1ve on , Ta,ylor, howe'Y'er. although as an 

Angllean he • s partlall7 co 1 tt d to th Fro•te1tant search 

for pri tine, ab1olute values. was 

also foro d to ue prudential, prov1d nt1al, relat1Vlst1o 

argum nts. B sloall7, his di.le in Juri p~d nc could b• 

summarized aa follo••• 1f he were to plaoe too muoh emphasis 

uJX)n atural Law U4 D1v1ne La•• he would play into th 

hand ot z,· vo1ut1onax-1es of tbe ab olute. If h . placed too 

little empha ·1• ttpol\ th , he would co pro ·1• · 'both onaroh1 

and Al\gl1can1sm by surrend rS.ng th to th ero41ng tlux of 

th.e i-elat1vth 

In Chapter 'l'lfo, tt has a1r ad.7 b n Pointed out th$.t 

Taylor•• concept1on ot r•g nerate n r e11ecl 1n part upon ttt 

r1nc1ple that tural Law had be n olar1t1e4 and ootlf'1rm d 
16 

b7 the ehow1ng :forth ot D1 v.1ne Lav 1n revelation. ln 

ad.dlt1on, T•ylor \lsed. a r 41cal ak pt1o1 to und.erout the 

ind ndent •rl•teno of tural L •• H pc1nted out, ror 

exam.pl, that 1t was absw:-d to atte.mpt to find 1t by ood.1t7• 

lng s1m1lar1t1e • in the oeh vlour ot en and. easts, D1splaJ'-

1ng perhaps tbe lntlu nee of r o nt European f&11111ar1t7 w1tb 

other cultures. he aa1d that n ithtr waa rr, att pt to uae 

th. •consent ot nat1ons" po•aibl beoau•• of th 1nooherea.c1e 

effect d b1 't>arbaris , unique cu•tom. and. d generat10l'h or 

• ould he 1UU1et1on at r 11able app 1., to "r1sht re aon." beoauae 



1 

t t t • 17 
l 

0 • · 1 , 1 r r 

• •• ., 
to 1 • 
t ·• • 

ot • , ... . .. 
'•. .... , .. 

1 •t:1o , 
teJ>. ~ t t • 1 

It• 1 • • ' 0 ln 

h• 1oru 



22 

t t th th rt to datl or 
1 ~ l•w• l ·an• a 1 aust 

wl ha . 1 2l 

.oul4 Juat1f and ex end th• at1• . In rte t, 

he ft1 ed 1 Y11 l•• to th• ,,,..,.c!J ..... tr t>t 01 vine " tural 

th worl • 1rt . on re.at to th •1:-t 1.ly a • • l.U. • e 1.nutrsLo~e 

be ~t c1v1l eltive 1 • 

tained po 1 t1 •• law w • e . ndent tor 1 t; val141 u n the 

n41tion t t 1 . t •1olat Dlvl L • It 1• t~u• hat 

b• •k e t t • S. tve law could. be odit1 , 7 u1 bl•, 

charitable lnt r-pretatlon o• llltled be :u• ot the o••••­

tlon or th orialnal r a · n. tor 1 • PN l tt.ora n4 the 

• oe t weighty, ont u, re• n, \114 

• p1tt 

all t •• 1ro •tan 1al, lat1rt t1o qul1t1 tlona, a.,lor 

1n atfe t uA• e1t,1~• 1• ab:a lu • 'b1 on•.t. n th •Q1e 

oti.ng1n it to c. P4 

a• 

all bJec ·o eltive law, lo nl • 
22 

••lve oapa it. 

u.at bo11 throu h wu a,lor•• 14entlt1c 1 not bl 

la ·p17 4 natra· ed. 1J1 the ta t bat h• •n thru•t an 

1 he ol'l8 ·1 n • ot a •u 3• t. 

1 pr 1pl 1n Tqlo ' polttr a th. t 
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For th o1v1l gov r nt 1s not b•olut • • 
e,:e and . u,pre ••• 1 but 1n •o•• ••na••• and to 

soro. ur • a• and 1n o e 4 . r o ., l 1 ted, 
oolt41t.lona1, preoars.oua an4 a1ae4, tull or need., 

d 8 U pol"t d b7 th al O ho ax' to rulod.. 
who lhereto" are to b• r•SUU . 26 

o •r•~l • tr · •uoh p 1•••• Te.-Yl•r oo\114 pn.S.•• .lr G.«>r • 

D&11ton• ln • part•a,r1eal runem •• • on tor baTl·ng 'b•lleTe4 

the ~:ruth Of' th• 01 analog betw• ft a M • • 'bo47 and o1 Yll 

in,•re . ta or courts• 4 parl1 • nta ••r• llke the balance ot 

hWIOure, "• •• lf u 1noree.•• on b•ron4 1t• 11 1t, that 

ct••tNJ all the ret, abd 11.s•lt at laat, and n•n lb 1 leok 

it th • • 
S.n the contl!.ot, an.4 th vi t•labed. J)&l"t la de tro1 ••• 

they are toi- all, ot ac.b other• . xo~b1t,uio a and.. xc •••• 
27 

• • ... But th•• ,uotatlons ue not oharaoto.-1at1o or ehe 

••ln t• en.e_y or a,lor•e thou .. When ,it oa e to the 

q eet1on r •h•s-• ,ower ,moul.4 11 - ln a ao-c1 .ty • t aylor 

anew red as a 41ao1ple o.t · l• r and the pa~r.1arobal Pol1tJ, 

rather ·than •• an exponent ot Botdt•r• • p.-e4o lnantl.7 OJ:'gan1o 

pol11>7• Giv-en the oho!loe 'betw •n 1lm1t1 . the power or 

ur,ei-lor . or that ot ••bJeota, T-,lor alwe.71 oho•• to 4o the 

latt•1' and trut d ReaYon vo:uld. rettreaa an, 1 14.ental eai-thl, 

1n3u• lo•• 

'the o, •no pa.a•lna ••F 'bJ' wh.1oh Ta1lor oont.-ol1•4 the 

aUbl• t 1n ht• Polltio&l th•o~7 ••• bJ ak1 hl•r-arohJ he 
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man. An • oGt unt.vorea1 'btlter th .t t 9\ 1tU.t1 ot an 

oplnto , cold be ·ttl" bJ th 

b r aa tlll n aw , and • Coltt1d 

like F.1lton 

1bo h . he e n. d ~- lert 

lor• • 

Ubt.J<Jr1 d t o 

lbe Yei~ • ot the 
28 

peopl•· wn ' l'O m>t to t Ch \l • b t, to 't>« tau ht ' , • \Uh • • " 

• t 1lton 4 Jf •1 ou1d h 

b1uaron, • · tnvo t-4 'b7 ~AJ'lor' . peiu 

.. ·• ,n . l :wtul au.p x-1ol'e . . • Cod•• •1e re nt• 
e,p;poln"d. o· •r- us 1n • tn • perta1nl to God, 
ao a to lle e%i ottt1en•r. ot tbe 4.1v1u 1 ••• all4 
b •14 tble. to •. law• ill th1 o 1nd1tter nt 

• 4 per 1n1ns \o • n, , • ., all oo»t p d.oru, to 
the la Aone to o. t•. , 1t l• .oaffltalona to re• 
t~ e ob dtanoe to th• r, • • h . la a pro'UA Nn 
•ho a7- h 1a V1 tl'" ban h1 . u _ •1ors1 AM h 
1 1nt.olet'B'blo t t p ·ten h1a nt• · rolly 

to · . tb pub11o Vlado • • • 29 

Kin b1e o T'atlor nalder d to be Cod•• d -put.lo , •; 

• • • Jb '»' \bef e::re:re1t . , bf • • po er· tin- -, rule. · NL t 

ilia • 1~• they 111nistel'• • CobtDP' All4 • h1l1ori aaatul 

• b • •prlaa . o ot tb paopl • ... ev 1t 1 t be only tn he 

conoc1 ae, 1n thought not lu an •••rt aot. oul4 o • ttl•h•4 
,a 

for •t :rntt1 bl Co<t, 

"41•t~l • ~,1 . • Ju ttc• ion ,1or oon•l •r ttu,1r 4 •• 

a1 h1•••1t upon two eort.i,\-.U:ral text•• i.,.1or ts. 1 
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juat1c into th •41 tr1but1ve" and the •commutative.• The 

•eo mutatlv • he der1Ted fro th wordaa "WhataoeTer ye 

would that en should do to you, ev n eo do to them.• (Rom. 

x111.7) This type or Juatioe, Taylor et1pulated., oper t d 

b tween persons or quality. A k1ng might treat a k1ng, or 

a peasant another peasant co utat1vel7, but p asant and king 

could not treat each o~h r so. "Distr1but1ve• justice, 

Taylor derived from the words, "Render to all their dues, 

tribute to whom tribute 1a due, oustom to who ouatom., tear 

to who f ar, honour to who honoura ow• no man any- thine;. 

but to love one anoth r . • (l Pet. 1v.10) He de this type 

ot Juat1oe operativ between subj ct and k1ng, b tween 

spiritual on and sp1r1tual guide, and between children and 

parenta~•all th a being oases or h1 rarohy and oonsequ ntly 

1 p rat1ve submission of the will or the lower p rt7 to th 
,1 

commands or the higher. 

Although 1n o e plaoea Taylor mingled king and clergy 

1nd1•or1m1nantl7 at the apex ot hierarchy• there••• neTer 

any h a1tat1on in Taylor•• 1n4 but that the pyramid ' • utter-

ost tlp was regal. 1111am Blake annotated his oopy ot 

Baeon•a aaaz:s with the comment, "King Jamee vaa Baoon•• 
:,2 

pri um ob1le.• AIJ3 careful reader of T 7lor •• works uat 

ott n be ov d to mak a s1 ilar oousat1on against hi• How 

lae could on react to Taylor's co ment, tor exa pl• that 

.. 
• • • the rk or Jesus. are 1 printed 1n slgnal and eminent 

authority, such as ar pr1nc1pall7 th king, and then th• 
J) 

b1ahop ••• •? St1 ata, even metaphorical on a, cannot 
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lulsm.. 
IQ'lor ro\.lll4 bl 11Hl. .J • lf1 ts.on t:or tu pr1 y ot 

. tth c _ ••t-•• m»ll"' tht t, the,. $1'14 thr either, tttat 

thy 4a,-• ,uy b lo la tk • land • 1 t e rd thy' God 1 etb ,-. 
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w1th the words attributed to Tooker in that dub1ous eighth 

book of his L1ws or Eoeles1astteal Po+1~z• "Where th king 

doth guide the state, and the law the king, that commonwealth 

is like an harp or melod1ous instrument, the strings whereof 

ar tuned and handled all b)" one, following slaws the rule• 
42 

and canons of musical sc1ence . " Ta,lor did not think the 

supreme o1v11 power hould be arbitrary, kings should govern 
#J 

by God ' s laws. They should d$fend prope~y. enoourage 

labour, sa~ guard persons, determine controversies justlJ, 

reward v1rtue , make laws which"• • • he.Ve regard to the pub-

110 dispos1t1on •• •" and which do not tempt subjeots to dis­

obedience. Kings should not multiply public oaths exoees1vely , 

impose great or unneoesaary taxes. oppress widows and orphana, 

s 11 justice, break their word , or overturn without good re -
44 

s-on the acts of their predeoessors. Finally, and more 

speo1f1oall7, T :rlor was of the opinion that if a kins, before 

he la admitted to the throne, swear to uphold on or the 

"great laws• ot a kingdom. such a the GOlden Bull ot the 

Holy Ro11an Emp1re, the Sal1e Law and Pragmat1oal Sanction or 

France, or Magna Charta and the Pet1t1on or R1ght 1n England, 
45 

then he should keep h1s word. 

Doubtless Taylor was very sincere in setting forth these 

ideals, They are obvioual1 ve··,:-y sensible ones,, and 1f the 

Stuarts had only observed them they m1ght st111 be kings. 

But Taylor's scheme had a fatal f l :w. He was utterly unwill­

ing to admit any worldly- eoerc1t1ve power UJ;>On the king or a 

polity wh1eh had originated the "right" way, a state untainted 
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by democracy, a stat sueh as Tylor deemed England to be. 

'11he only superior to the king Tay'lor would dm1 t was God . 

If a king swears to uphold "great laws" like Nagna Ch rta. 

he is bound, according to Taylor. not by law, for the king 

is .above laws, but by h1s oath . If he break his oath, he 

s1ns and 1s answerable to God, but not to the law or h1 sub­

Jeots1 " • • • if a k1ng swears to h1s people to make no law 

without their consent, he 1s bound to perform h1a word1 but 
46 

1f he does not , God, and not they, re to pun1eh the pe.rjur7 1 • 

If th1s ere not so, then the alternative would be to shift 

supreme po er from the k1ng to o eone else. Taylor ' s logical 

mind could not conceive a divided, interdependent sovereignt;;s 

• in every commonwealth there is supreme power somewher 
47 

" • • • There must be a t1nal, decisive authority somewhere 

in the state , he thought• otherw1se 1t could not survive and 
48 

anarchy would be the inevitable consequent. 

It is true that Taylor encumbered the roy l conscience 

with all the diotates of a scrupulous moral act1v1sm wh1ch he 

bestowed upon the rest of' hum.an1ty . Indeed, he quoted from · 

the bible. "mighty men hall be m1ght111 tormented" (W1sd. v1. 

6) and warned k1nss that greater duty was enjoined upon 

them by God than upon ordinary en, and a greater pun1shment 
49 

re ·erved for their delinquenoies. But the raot remains 

that Taylor g ve kings the liberty to do v11 or good 1n thi s 

world as 1f they ere th unansw rable instruments or God•s 

prov1denoe. He allowed th ma 1 t1tude or action, operati ng 

from private judgement, wh1ch he never even remotely approached 
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allo l anyon , e.ls • whe her Lorc'l • o ona. Jud. s. OJ' 

ohurcbmen. 

If k1ng oo..,nd.ed •tf ond. tb1 • • balng abui,ed b7 

flatterers, ox- 1s1nrormat1011" 7et b1a coia .and ont b• ,e 

l 
$0 
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., 7lor • s 1n was l1oonsed to di o .1ve h1s. subj eta 0 u , we 

w. oh114r nf,t 1n 7.:!att rs wn:tch he thought they oould not 
,1 

t1nderataM" and et ouebt to ob , •.. •" lno what.eve.~ ". • • 

1, absolut, 17 nee)e a 1s e t inly lawful, and since Christ 

na · nowhere ,Whidden kings to defend themselves and their 

p op.le lnsl violence," then, by "right of nature" Taylor 
52 

w.rot • .a k1fl8 oould resort to foroe 1n hie own elf .. defenee. 

~"Uoh .ar T-,lW thought just, and t.b.e. lQ._,. . .,_ ......-,. a.. 

lor 414 not. xt nd th1 natural 
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11 ion, tr •¥1 r , v-. - tar too 1 port nt a _ tt r to 

b l tt 1nd P•nd.ont ot t ~e J r1o 1ot1on~ If it w re 1,eft 

o, th n ld.1188 wo ld. be 
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u t1Q, ohar1t7, t per.no • Gbast1t7• <101 • soo · and not 
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be no loaex-.• 
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Hooker• ,• ettl•• ke oo ent•4• •• •• lt 'h• 'blahop oa11• a 
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c-. ple~e work , ed. w. J. Cra1 (London, oaro 4 Un1••,r•1t7 
r • l ). P• ) 7. 

4 Work , o1 . 
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61 Work, Vol, 5, Ep1sconcr Aaaerted, PP• 148.1~9. Ibld., 
P• 144, g1ves a 11st or ma tera p rta1n1ng to -church Juria-
41ct1on, 

62 Works, Vol. 10, Ductor Dub1tant1um, P• 

63 Ibid.• P• 240. -
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?6 Taylor also stated that supre e o1.v11 author1 t7 oould 

couand the ohuroh to offer the euchar1at to any exoom.muni­
oate, He made the reservation t hat the communicant 1n such 
a caee wolll.d a1n. unless he had repented th• or1 • tor which 
the excommun1oat1on was originally i mposed. See o~ka. Vol. 
10, Duotor Dub1tant1wn, P• ,15. 



VI 

THE LIBERTY OF OFFERI NG 

Any an who et• out to discuss human tre do •111 

1n v1tably tin h1 self 4 alin 1th a aeries of 1nterrelated, 

fairly sp o1f'1c que t1on. Do••• for example, 1ndependent, 

1nd1T1dual jud ent take precedence over the customary, 

co parat1vely static value or an old 001 ty. per eated w1th 

reli 1on? I s 11bert7 a7non · oue with orality? la 1t care­

less of law, hoat1le to pun1ahmenta, and contemptuous of 

ob dienc ? I th tr o1t1z none who doee not autrer? At 

varioua t1 • 1n his work, Ta7lor encountered all the•• que•­

t1ona d anaw red each one negativ 11. 

Ba 1oally, his answer at d fro two! Er1or1 postu. 

l ta, both quite lo 1cal offshoots of an ethical y t 

1ncorpor tin theooentr1o elements, fir tly, liberty y be 

taphy 1o 1 •• w 11 •• phya1oals and secondly, 1ven a oho1oe 

twe n the two, the eta hyaioal 1a of ore importance than 

the m rely physical 11be:rty. ut to phra•e the two postulate• 

thusly, 1n 11 pl1t1 , odern language, 1e to reduoe the to 

a atarknaaa which only part1all.7 oonve7a the oonnotat1ons 

vh1oh the7 have 1n Ta7lor•a phraaeoloQ. He chose to expt. •• 

hlma lf b7 uaing the trad1t10.nal d1at1not1on between voluntaa 

and 11 berta -• 
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tate of ln•t b1llt7, an 

1 perfect state produced by 1nad quat apprehension of the 

good, 

t1on, 

" • • • 1n mo 1 things l1bert7 1 a d1rect 1mperreo-

t te or w aknea , and euppoaea weakness of r•aaon 

nd. weakness or lov t the 1.Jllpertect1on or the a ent, or the 
l 

unworthiness ot th obj ct,• Voluntaa , on the other hand , 

Taylor conoe1ved of a atabl t te of determination t1xe4 

upon good which h s b en perfectly apprehended. Volunta 

1 st te round 1n its h1ghe t rr _ot1on 1n God and th 

•saint 1n heav n, .. who •cannot will evil , b cau e to do •o 
2 

1s 1mp rf ot1on. and oontr ry to tel1c1ty." But , coord1 

to Taylor, 1t lso mu t oh rot r1ze, 1nsor r a th 7 are 

humanly capable. thoae who strive tor the priz& of boatitude, 

Suoh in our proportions is the liberty or the 
ona ot God, 1t 1• a holy and ami able oapt1v1t7 

to the Spirits the w111 or man 1s 1n love with 
those chains which draw us to God, •• we are 
free as princes within the circles ef th 1r 
diade • and our chains are bracelets, and the 1 v 
1 l w or lib rty, and ' His ervioe 1s pert ot 
freedo • , • • . 3 

The pol1t1e 1 1 pl1o tton of this d1at1nct1on are of 

reat 1 portance bee use it subatltutea what one could ter 

a ~11berty of the abaolute~ for a •liberty ot the relative.• 

te 11b rt7. the "ltbert7 ot the absolute," a7lor •• 

voluntaa,. ma, only be round 1n a state ot obed1enoe. While 

1t 1s tru that qlor speo1f1oallJ uaed volunta• to h•lp 

animate the aoh1ner7 of his covenant theolog7, th concept 

oarr1 dover 1nto his p011t1oal theory because Taylor•• 

covenant ext nded beyond atat1oally oono 1ved injunctions of 

creed and b1ble, Slnc poa1t1ve law and und1v1d d, supreme, 



144 

1 g1t1 t civil authority, we hav een. tended to usurp 

D1v1n win Ta7lor ' s pol1t1cal theory. 1t s onl7 natural 

th th apply covenant theory to th relationships ot uthor-

1ty, law. nd subj ct . Hence, T ylor u,ed volunt to link 

the ubject to the "oont1nuou revelation• or God ' proT1d nee 

r v aled in the aot of supr me oi T11 a.uthor1 ty ., For the 

subject governed by leg1t1mate uthor1ty, the truggle for 

11b rty, th r for, become purely an 1nt r1or affair. 

truggl between soUl and body. Tylor nev r anot1on d the 

xter1or1zat1on of uoh a tru into on for earthly power. 

When cons1der1 th , pol1t1oal obl1gat1ons of subJeot 

it wa do 1th ylor that tt . . ' sp1r1tual men re not 

d signed to re1gn upon earth, but tor 1gn over the1r lusts 
4 

and ott1sh pp tite ... Sub jeot, therefor, who control 

th 1r member nd ind y the •1 or th p1r1t" have no 

desire fore rthly dominion1 inst ad, they u e their proT1• 

d nt1ally lo tat1on 1n t he Gre t Chain of Be1n 

1ng des1 n d to provide opportunity for aoe a 

Obedience is oomplio ted ot of virtue, nd 
m ny o re exero1aed 1n one aot of obed1-

noe. It 1 an aot or hum111t1 , or mortifica­
tion and self-denial, of ohar1ty to od, of 
oare o-r the publ1o, of order and char1ty to 
our elves and all our · oo1et7, and a eat 1n• 
stance or victory over the moat refr ¢tory 
and unruly pas ion, S 

s a bl 

A signal d1 tlngu1sh1ng rk ot Taylor • ob dint o1t1-

'I'he subject ha 

no pol1t1oal will 1n a mod rn "d oorat1c" enae tall, He 

has volunta • which ubmer es 1t lf 1n th ov r tng w11l 

-
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ot the, upre o1vil power, H does not or1t1c1ze co nds , 

nor 1 he "1nqu1 1t1ve into the re son bl n s of 1ndiff rent 

and innocent co ands, , .," h ving l ft the det rm1nation of 

1nd1tf r nt tt r wholly to his uper1ors. Ue ooept the 

ousto pr va111ng 1n h1 oc1 ty "without an, tf ot t1on 

or s1n lar1ty," and he oompl1e meekly w1th any e1v1l urrer-
6 

1ng hioh may be hi lot. H gr es with T ylor that the 

pr me c1v11 uthority, when l gitimate, s were the Stuart , 

1s "parh lius, or a represent t1on of 1 [ood•~ o n 
7 

glory, though in gre t distances and 1mperfeot1on. , ., " 

th t merely to obey prudent, w1 e, exoell nt governor nd 

y t withhold obed1eno from "the 1mpos1t1ons of looser 

head, 1 to or hip Christ only upon th mount T bor and in 

the glor1 or . 1 t r ansfigur t1on 1 nd to despise H1m upon 

mount CalVi ry and in the oloud or His 1nglor1o s nd h ble 
8 

pa s1on." 

Suah pr1nc1pl s ount d ver7 nearly to a d1v1n1z t1on 

of leg1t1 ate authority, wh th r it be good or ev11. Th 

d1v1n1zat1on w s 1noomplete at an b tract 1 1 b C U 

Tylor, a Christian, still had to reoogn1ze that even 

h1gh c1v11 authority w s 11k n 1 age stamped upon base 
9 

metal--author1ty • tone point, T lor very br1 fly 

con 1dered th poss1b111ty that di obedience to l g1t1 te 

uthority wa a dlr ct d1 obed1 nee to God . d he answer d 

that 1t waa, Taylor probably realized, he would have la14 

h1 lf op n to the acous tion ot d1vln1z1n authority. 

Taylor vo1ded he danger bJ 1ng God•• grace depend nt 
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U 0 be 1 noe to ov1 en , 1 o 

h t t • 
10 

1n c1v1l uthority, 1 • ts 1. 

t1oi 1 t1n t1on b t n punt ot ot1ve by GO nd 

ut 1, d_oe • J>l"ovent 

on tro 1n th un , 11f'1, t tt ent t t 1! lor i ent1• 

f1 God nd t civil wer, h 0 

uet t t , b1le ct level ,-lor de no such 

1dent1 .ieat1on, c1v1l ;utor1t7 

t th 1 1 o pr otic. Doul:>tl • • 1n th ory, nt 1r 

l' by 

les 1t1 

, but l , 1n t o 

h 

o re 1110.n 1Jl t 

1f God. r Stua t. 

tough h o1rcu 

~lorn r den1 d t 

to J d b tw en ri ht 

1x- re; t to et pon tt, 

o1ty or 1nd.1vi u l 

• - ons 1n 01v11 tters. Ductor 

fter all , toun d upon n a a pt1on ot th• Dubitantl , 

pr1m. o ot 

1t dec1 ·1 

• 1v1du con cine th b1nd1ns neo• 1t7 t 
9

0Q olenee" 1 a 4 nger-t 1 ht 

OU no pt tor Ab olutist llk &1,'loi- to plao ch 

• ph 1 Pon~ -y it. how vor, h de 1 , ,t d not th 1nd.1v1• 

d 1 tl . 

f••l1n • • 1ch t 

od rn ... ,,.,,,,..,... . ut 

fro 

nt. o re.tin lar. •11 thro di 1ntu1t1on and 

r4 • u to ·· 117 d. L81 _ tea. in OO' on, 

t7, o r t !S 11 

xtraneoua not1c s wh1oh hav en 

• 
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Ju •• , t e o e r D1Y1n• •• •• •• without 41• te 

1• to ., 
ll 

t lor•• 1v1 e Law oonata, ot lta n• •••u-7 

1t1oatlou tn a t11 •world,•• ••• alr tnal e4 tn 
12 

• all 1n he ~n1 ua apter. tt1c• it to u 1n t • 

reaent ont si hat a,-lor •tral 

to •ubJ• t1Te 1nterp.retatlon. 

•• r1 t 

tor eua le, 1n o all th• par 1 ulara ot a o ••• 1"Uthl•••l1 

uell1 any- ••lt•l •r••t• blaa. e uat al••1• • ulre 
1, 

wlth e pru4enoe, and 1• •1•• lt •h• oea 

t walk alone. • ... b t l•t• •a •plrltual n• b hla 

Juet ••• one aup •••• Johh l,n 41 a7lor. 

•&J'• ln a oubttul ••• wrote a7lor, pree ptto 

auat ~tr obe41• oe tot• d1 tat•• •• le ltl• 

beb.alt ot ·• 

1••• be u•• ord.1nar117 that 1• the ateat 1 ter•• he 
l!S 

ateet eu n.• Whll• he ltted. hat 1 ttt•r•nt 

t\•r•·•' on•• no exp11o1tl.7 r 1al 4 b7 DlYlne Law, 414 not 

bl the onao1• • eto~• 1.h•1r . 1aa1on 1n poa1t 1ft l••• 
qlor 14 

b7 •• Juat authority• eoau•• • cl hat aubje t•4 1t ~ ft• 
16 

•o1en!!} • lllllllllllCJLea. 1 t t o e7• •uo .1uat au hor1 .7• 

It •111 e rarel.)' nt1 nt ta an 1n a 
rl•t OOIUIO •al h U t1e4 to l•o 7, 
aft rt lt le, 1t a e 

oul t, • • n tht to •••nt 
queat 1 ter• 1ndttt• ta ao 
11 • •h•n •• retua• t b• la••• 
o at le - ve,tae t 1• no, • 111 a 
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l&ht a to • • n eta.Nl t ••-pa.ration, and to 
kneel al th• oouun1on la •• 11.ke 14olatn 
• • bell1on• 1 to •wtt aratt• 17, • • wha 

•o • la greater hatl t t •hloh • -'"";IQl!""'l••• 
the lue? an4 wbo 1a • o oar tul.17 t.o obaerre • 
1 •• ~ he be ott• d • •• 1lbe ldbg? 1 

In op•ratlon, thereto.-.•, ct.•pl1i• bl.a lnelaten • l,bat oon­

••l•no• jud :e en th• bMl1• ot D1v1rut IAtr, &7loi-•• 4.ootrlp 

ot oot1•01•noe hU. ~h• • • , ·t;rild, 11' relat1•l•t1o. prudent1a1.,­

ea-thly h.aract•r1•t1oa •• bl• 4ootr1n• or leg1t1 t• libtll"ty 

or •ol nta. Both no ion• ue lt111te« ft• bond• ot •l• 

i1ft law u4 tb t(f and.• ot 1• ltl t ,e nt.nort.t,. Ad.tlt,1et11,., 

•• ion u th•r 1• eYen the ,-t t•nuou Nlat1oMblp between 

CM'HUU)l•»M 11114 llhttt,-. OD , __ ·Ontl tum.4, an4 an •'b•tn I 

•1• • or Yalua, llke l)l.Tue Lav• on the other. la• 11t1 .. 

oa1 bl 6sooh7, thn t •r• 11 &1•87• a lat•nt r•aour•• to be 

clra•n upon to ltglt111tate 41-to"dleno• 1k> •upr••• ol•ll Po••I"• 

onl.7 lt• ust pa••l•• to , h• • phat1oa11Y r•Jeot•4 • •4 

r••1•tanc,,e t 1• 1t1mate pow•.- \U'lder .allJ' o1rou11at-.no••• 

One or 'b• ola111lo tterano • ot the 4ootrt-., ot • tl'ff 

obe41•noe to • ••1117 en • • ~••• olY11 »o••r., one wb1oh 

ta ♦f tn uote4• o ou~• 1n Sh&Jtea m •t Henrz Vt 

X1 Benr7, • •• .• thlnk• I oo-ul4 not- 41• Al'J..J' 
•here ·o oont ted u in th· kl • co PQl'lJ.', 
b1• o uae bet Jut hi• quarrel hol'lOV• 
able. 

Wll11.u•• hat•• more \'ban•• tm.ow. 
Bat••• AT. or • than we should • k after, tor•• 

_ eno 1r •• khott • . ar . t e kl • • aub-
Jeo,s_. 1f' bl• oau Wl"O •· o r obedieno• to 
tbe kl- wi e tbe cn-1 e or 1t o tor u . 19 

'l'a:,lor -. olearl7 or • ind. vlth John ates. In the Y.t• 1.t 
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• h rot , • • • • otion _, b• a 

a1n ln th r1no et 1nnooent 1n he 

t1n a •• tn th o ot · njuot , r • 1n wh1oh 

the aub3 t, ho cann t , ou to • a ju . .,. u• 
20 

1n1 ter. • It 1rr10 1 to t1 0 • • 

• • •• er • it ot 

La to 1 edlat• pr C C l 

1ta a pl1 t1on, thou 
' 

,. laa 0 t 1 t 

ooneo1 nc , ate tot ental t1 • wh1oh eu t 1n 

aylor•• 11 • err u ntl called upon to •x•r 1••• 

upre o1 11 

lnnoo nt 

1n41T1 ual' nat ral r1 tot lt•d teno. In tb1• poet· lon. 

ot oour••• h 41tf red •tri 1 17 1th lt ne of ll h •• 

nborou h. ro • -o.t opinion, x • t • r qu 1s • 

l•• tood to th 1417 1 th t y t • in 1647 to 

Ul 
4. 
an 
or 

7, 

a7lor tl()Ul 

1n &114. I th 

7, T .YlOr 

1na 
w r t t 

o 11 neTer be 
t p • Ia lt 

11ot run 1 
unt hl cannon 
•1•t d.? 21 

t t 1n rou 

e th d1r c ro 

nta wee 

1 7 ·r• t'ter 

a pl1 t1on th.a lf 

• tul pr1no • tt pt d to tak h1 lite 1th r 1n r • 

or• 1 ht or l ••" the aaoredn••• ot 

the kl • P•~ o • the rcTer no du to a thor1 7 wo 14• 
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1ft • • y 1 • • 
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tr 1 tb1 • 
to • n hta n t ~ 

• a bje , ev 0 1rr t lJ" 
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glibly contrive apologet1os for three of the rath r les _ 

plea ant Ro n el?lperor, 

hom oan we s~ppo e worse than Julian• than 
om1t1an, thsn ero? and yet these princes were 

o eyed. , • nay ero , as bad ae he was, yet 
when hews killed, as quiokl7 mlssed.1 for 1n 
a few month thr e pr1noes aucoe ·_ d d h1m, and 
there w a more blood of the oitizena spilt in 
those few months thcln 1.n lero•s fourt• n year .. 
And who please both tor their pleasure and th 1r 
1n truot1on to read the co 1wn of ro •• • by 
• • • Cardan, shall find th t the W'orst of 
pr1no s do much mor good than they do bar. 26 

Doubtles · ':Caylor thought such oons1d ratione would be a 

co fort1ng re em\:>ranoe to hr1st1ans whom od'e prov1d noe 

had designated to illuminate some f'ut\lr . aesar's gardens 

with the f1re of their fleab.. o 11olac them further., aylor 

band.on d th• literary graces of the rat onal1•t1o p1ourean-

1am which we have e n bl man1pul tin a.o w ll to d1aeour -

n trying un1t1v contemplati on, oel1baoy and hero1e p1ety. 

I nstead he flou_i-1ahed a Christian ato1o1s of the a • • t7pe 

he us d for the benefit• ot th• poor. 

Texts, stor1••• and anal.ogles oame to his tinge.rs like 

tame trout. Taylor oite • "Obey your aatera, not cnl7 the 

sood and gentl.•• but the mo~s• and. harsh." (1 Pet. 11.18) 

.,By • k1nga r 1gn, and the lawgivers d eree ju t1o . 0 {Prov. 

VIII,15 ) "h re is no pow r but from Qd1 the pow rs that 

'bo are ordained o f God. ~hoso ver therefore res1 t th the 
27 

power, resisteth th ord_1nance of od. u ( o • :X:111.-1, 2) 

Tb re wa · a upport1ve 1nJunot1on to be found 1n the tory of 

t, ter•s outt1rig off t -he eu of th.• aer·vant of the high 

pr1eat, for i a,ylor interpreted Jeaus• eo and, "Put up aga1n 
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l ,. aid ' • perM • • Nll io ... 

•rl•r VO'Ul ha .. •11 , 004 , 7al1• • • lllat, 

• , • at· • ttou lUl • . 
all•• • • • • ...,_._ r1 

••-~~u~ tt · -- • . ,- • • • •• , wh•n, th•1 •M• 
wl, •b• hi ·• 
Ul ;~:;~ q · N 
Ve a1"111a.-u • a • YI, • • •• 

l a ,.at1-r 

J t.f'J· 00ft 1 e He1• • a . •• 

wll punltt•• lro , 

O . ti• o • -.n«. h• ha4 o 

laat h• Pur-1 • ,, w . 

hml. On h• 1i ff 

• t • •• ro-. 
••l•taM• 1., ··- b .... ~1no1p1•• lf!l:ttb WO\ll ju.,01t7 

r•t-lalane• 1u, all •1 lrtl • • p ··• ot.•ll autbol"l 7• 

w ••·· 1n M ~, .'4,11....,:S,7 M ~b.• UUl:s.&11. 

• t .. ot n.n 
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ood ye.11 • t hould ct1 . 1,- • 1 bey. , n oth r r 

xplto oount .i- rt 1n Ta,lol9' wr111ng. Inste . , • 

p· , ges outl1n1 a 4ootrtn: ot d♦l\lQe, 

1.uioe • 1tl\ rMllty ts · er d · ir oann, noelilv:r~ 

1n 4e to v t • o tu e an unl.a tul au e o1•11 

ut'h.0,l"it, or t er a i,e . p tpo1>1 th blo o a 

1 git1 t:, ann,. Th1 . 4ootr1n• of prudeno ro l h ld 

• t r•c~1on tor T 1or. 1r tl.t, 1t could j_u te 

to p, •1th onl1 1no7 d1t'1o t1on tc, bot 

, uthorlty u·• .. ··-tio • onl ln -ch 

o 1 ,- 1 11 o nrt,ill!,A he w1th1n wh1 b h• 

llo•ed · u to tem • n 11na: t the bloe • Under 

u i-ta, tor e:11 le, h ottld • ...,._, ... .r•LJ, ... t'he • ber by Mk1 . 

n e.noe r1g1 7 Y1rtuc,ua • U er t e . • ttov Y r the 

•J>h•r• bro • ned, p deno , • • e hall , ooUld 1-: • 

orally • uou • ' 1· l •ds ~o th aeootl4 ?' on the 

do tr1n have be n attHct1v• ... •lt was r . tst1th ?t au.et 

ba't'e eutt he•rttelt «> • 11st o • , 

reluct t - cr1r1ce 1'11 s ·lf 1n t 1 po 1 l• odds ono 

Ch 1 dead and the o rchy had n tnto ex11e , 

land ru1l or ueb en who had ~l~t 11t withdrawn tro 

.ti nei-al soe1 ty 1nto th 001a or rrt• d d •o :tae4 aft 

h bitu l c1v1l llenness btoh t hav been o• • aper.t­

ing to th Co o ·• 1th author1t1e •• 'rh1rd.1Y,, th. dootr1n. 

8U1ted Taylor•• t nte and 41a 0_1tton d 1 bly. Perbap1 

tha .oo nl l 1nY14lotte., l>ut Ta7lor, 1n •p1t• or h1• ••"'•l'•l 

1· rl o ont•• ob o~ lf no• tn~•• et 1n PJ"OTOk1 a 
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on111t •tn•••, uu al.14 retire nta" tailed to plaoate, 

~ 41ebone•, or the o laaion ot "•• aot ot obllgatton• ••r• 

. • atl4e4 dl4 .aylo~ r••••rt to th• 4o • • • er the l.ib•rt.1 ot 

autter1 and oomaattd et1fbjeo,ts to ". • • oo•• torth u,t the 
4, 

the tn and la1 1ou ne k• 4own to th• halaoi.a·n • • axe. . . " 

Taylor•,• o tr1ne or pru4 nae could be tittln,;ly qm. 

bol1ae4 l>7 o a snake an4 • 4••• 1n an • bl.• at1a 

o1••4 the1r lft&enu.11,. Ben•alb noh P • blem, ,-~hape, 

could be •rltten • pl••• ot nl.1ata.o d.o •r•l•• 

.. 

ehol4, eao•M clo••• 
wll T. ,e t t • 4 by Lo , 

Toaetber, each th• oth•r•• l&e, 
'h 1 pnrn 1 l~· . •14.cu 

en .1m111:u••noe all4 ouml ••et., 
Thy 1 t _ ono rr t t t. • 

ealo 

d.out,t with prop rl,- r,r-u. 

d . nt an. on the co tr 7 • ots ry c1x-c _ p ctl:,, 1rir1 uen . 

bY, C',M)nllder .t1on of hll " 1no11nat1ons, .. h1 · tl"ienda, 
44 

1e 1 s o r~ful not 

to in 1t _ r out1on "by h1s own foll1 

or n 1 n1t1c nt nd. impertl nt zeal . 

or th 
4.S .. • • 

1 di or t1on• 

e • d. 

prud c to 1nnoc no, - ·or h that 1 1nnoo nt 1 re 

a 1n.-t all th ro s the 

alo s 
46 

i n u t1oe •• ·•" 

s of all th cone~l or tho 

he tt.t ls pru.4 nt wtll 

ar v1ole e t • • t 
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the dov on also be dangerou cop n1on. let 1t b r -

e bered th t 1n v r1ous 1nc1d nts, the o t notorious be1n 

th qu1voc 1 n nd double-de 11n of Charles I aft r hi 

c pture, these to helped to d stroy the oral uthor1ty of 

th noy lists. They ffected T ylor •s reputation deeply also , 

for thy er th h1dd n , tut lary p1r1ts or the L1ber l or 

Prophesz1ng . 

Taylor explicitly d fended this book twioe in subsequent 

publ1cat1onsa firstly, 1n the de 1c t1on to tton of a 

oollect1on of his polemical d1 oours s publ1 h d 1n 1657t 

s condly, in Part o of the .....,.....,.....,,__ ..... ___,.....,..,_ ... Po..,· ,._p_e __ r_y , p bl1shed 

po thumously 1n 1667 . Both t1 h ba d his d fence upon 

th doctrine of prudeno. In 1 57 , h replied to the cr1t1-

c1 th t the Liberty of Proph y1ng "h d de th roof of the 

s nctuary so 1de th t ore 1 ht be helter d nder it than 

thy ~ 1 or1t10_!} h d ind should bes ved har les . .. 
• • 

T ylor ns rd that he had 1tten d ring a t1 e of per eou-

t1on, th t An 1can1 

but 1th d been subju 

s the only tru rel1 1on dm1ttedly, 

t d by tho e " • .. ho looked u on 

u as en 1n 1spersu 1on and rror .. . " 1 oe ar1ly, 

therefore, Taylor said, 1n order to pe 1 som e sure of 

Anglican wor hip "1n lib rty and 1 pun1ty," he h db en foroed 

to ar e that V n 1f Angl1e n1 ere f ls ' 1t still h d a 

right to be practised . Th con equenee of this od of rgu-

ent as that he h d had to ue for s1 11 r fr edo to b 

given rroneous ects, or lee he would hv been aoous d or 

unr son blene s , 1noons1 t ncy, nd 1nJu t1c . In dd1t1on, 
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T 7lor pointad. out t - the prud ntl7 •p Gd ch 

ld r t 1nt .. in 1s boo ... 1 t e pout ll 

able r , " n bo r p th po tl • ' e , 
.. ned t e h d. of ov rl'lm nt , or r en 1 to 00 

47 
11.f " &lf-r1Shteou di 1th cr1t1o WhG W re • 

par ntly too w1ll1 to tor t the olro\l tano sunder 

which his ook w s 

16? pref' o 

1 te an th ror t1on of ' ulor• 

h cad noo .h1cb ti~e not · oft n , 

Ol" 

"• • • h nth loin ot th pr b7t r7 1d 11 . he v, u_pon 

u. ' d r 11 to 

o • t not to h v . 

\1 lnto tl t s 

roach d tor nd1n und. r th 
e 

• nd vour1n to daf end .. 
• • 

o t 1. t Ju t b tore h1 d..e th , 

n 1n Ir l nd d. r -

o ntly publish d ~- ~===-=.:::..:.~~~m.t.4 

c lle d 1t the taunt that 1n th 

( rt n ), h w 

az1ng 

h h r th tol r t1on of thol1c1 • 

T ylor r 11 d y 111n the t unt uunk1ndl don . .. h _ 

wr1tt n. hes 14, to 

of tyrant nd unr 

t ful , thy turn 

thol1o fro th 1ron hands 

1 

pon h1 r . ut 

ch 1 

of' th 

e wa h 1 s • wrote ,., lor. for hear u n,• 

d prot erJ and wh1pt or • • •• 
.. 

prov not t t o - n th 1101 

" • • • 

int 

tln el 

d to 

• rJ t1n d1at1not1on. pr.obabl7 true , and h nee folly 

wbioh ev nth p1ou t 1 1 oth r ttora t 
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r 11 ton 1. t adh r to without erl 1nal oon c1e.no • 

'J.'h 11pp ;r1n · v1d nt 1n th s to defence of th 

n xo llent e plo ot th • ort ot 

or l bi u.1ty to which the ntr1 ot a car le · 11 cl tined 

dootr1n o ru nee into n ethic 1 nd pol1t1oal s1 

lead. ;ruis tend to Just1f 

1lor h V$ r Qted to an op • nont who 1n pr oti.oe de u e 

of a ~Ud no o n rousl a ,pl1od th t t lioen ed 1t 

p ct1t1oner to plead for vh the b 11ev d to bot 1 · in 

rel1 1on .o that hat he bel1 v d to be true ould be tole?"-

tect? ther t n let uch a 111 serpent thri , on -
ects fraylor • ould b ve o.rushed h11,1 1th argu ent dra1u1 

from r _ th r dlt'ter nt sc;,ur.e t n prudence, •1th r um nt . 

drawn f'ro th senal of volunt . 

In f ct, ~lor' d1ffioult1es with the 1bertz of, 

re not Jut tho e h1oh 1t lf-4e8truct1 e 

yrrh n a • ex· 1 d ln hapter 'J:hr •• evolt .• .1.h 1 re 

l Q t h r ult of 111 doubl -•died doctr1n ot pru-

deno 1oh lor devl $ to u1t h1s own tal nts nd th 

e1roum tanoes or t t1.i:ne. h trouble with moat pru. ent'1 11, 

motiv ted. .eot1ons o:r argu ents. artic rly pol1t1 1 or 

r 11 10.u ones , 1 • a 1 lor tound out. t t to b 

thy uat nev$r be u ct d to b erelt pru4•nt. Th 1r 

dvoo t u t uooe :f'ully d.1s 1t1ul t h1 . true mot1v t1on, 

1t he do• no.t, then h i u s d , bi argument • r j ot • 

Qd h1 per on p:rcih bly ubJ cted. to the .1nJur7 o:r 1ndl n1 t7 

1oh h . O\lSht to avoid. It th d1 1 ulation 1 er ot1v 1 
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how r. t 1 s1mul tor 11 eh to no ion ht 

oe not e11 

1nd h 

• f nd 1 o1 rcu t o s udd nly oh n ., he 

1 hin h h e!,:n or ones , n . 

sooner . 

rud noe an th llb rty of urrer1ns r n t d 

or 

th1 

1n ry1n lor ocor 1ng tow 1oh 

V r nt hi th1c l · ttent1on s d ct • 

n otf hoot of T lor • p ent1 l an1pul t1 n wa lt 

oon 1 e t1on . l ~ u tyr nny or t irtuou narc y 

t1 u oat rn r or1o o th pr1 aoy of 

0 

l" 

n 

t d 

11 rty. t 

ot1n""', 

ctrin or 

o ln1 n r 1 o u 

ut h 1 not 

nee s1t ot te rohy, n he p ot1ce 

rob 1 lty o t 

Pru no and 

1t1o:na, 

olo el7 

Jor1t 

qu 1n tee cas 

uch n if' y upon t e • 

or Hoy 11 t 11v1n un r th om ,onw alth , h w ver, Tyo 

pre oh pr enc, th 1 rty t urr rl • hou h 

k nt i n r 1 st r sort n llud to 1n th o 

or ay or• r1n o prov1d nee, r en ed to 

into th 0 u • 

uoh nee, 0 conclu ion ~hi h 

Y Pr r th to wr1 ei- or 

lor • 1e • un e it 8 rne 1n 1 d. th t CCO·d-

n t th dootr n VO tru b rty 1 in 

re t 1ot1on, not th roll r t 0 0 choice. h cone us:1.on 

1 t t Tay or• pr1no1p 1 him to cono 0 e po t1o l 

l" 1 1ou free o or the 0 rn d to en 11v n un er 



16) 

the co onwcalth• wh1ob b• 4eep1•ed.• t.hal:l be oul4 grant to 

•ut>Jeot• und.•r he tuart•• whom. ne lo• 4. 

L1~•~t••• Dllffit~•• &114. pru.4.eno• ae the ••1•, 1 tao. 
to a .,. ery wb1oh no · oueatator upon .,-1or luUI ae 7et 

tu.11, •ap1a1nt4. Bow oo 14 th• • • pen wb.1• h wro • be 

&Ui!ttz It ltO&h•,z~y 111"1t all t th• -~her d.opa 10, ... 

t1aa, • lutt•t l:aoo •Moh -,,1or•• • r••r pn uo-4? •• 

ould th• tl\lent liberal th1010 1aa 1nar lnto a Y•r1' ortho.4o~ 

An ·11ou l>lebop in Irelan4 an4 ut"n non- nton1•t• out t 

th•l~ 11v1 1? he anawer la hat , rudenoe 1•4 aylor to 

•4'10'0ate the leas•_r • when the •t•r od A., .............. 

ot 'f'.P&Un!ff co\ll.4 Mt . re't'all1 ·dl>1 tor 'th• L&"4tftz o( 

132RM!Z:lh5• Ta,lor ne••r tor• o ent waTere4 ln h1• a4woaor 

o.r a l11>4trt7 wb1ob •~olu4.e4 u uoh " poaa1ble the hoS.oe ot 

So well known and •o eaay •o Nd 1• tbe Llbertz ot 

!Dlh!•Zl!YS that 1t woul b• n•Ml•••lJ' :N4\lnd.ant • 1ne 

the ,dooti-lna • f tol•rat1on whlob 1, ad...-.no•• ln any rea\ 4•• 

tall h•N• .ble 61•1~!159 IIIKI •xtno1•4 trom it, lllte the 

tollow1 ·on•• ust tr qu.,lltl7 ba•• been •noount•r•4 bl &nT• 

one t ·111ar with ••••n •nth oen ur7 • wt1••• 

••• lt th• P•~•ona be Ohr1at1ana ln th•1r ll••• 
ai14 Chr1at1a.na ln he1:r prot•••l••• lt they aolmo•• 
l• • th• eternal Son ot · 4 tor thelr- ••l•r an4 
thelT Lon\, an lt:N in all r•lationa •• 1>•00••• 
P•~•ona •uoh pJ'Ot•••1on•, •hT •b•n •boul4 
I ba.1;• •uoh ,-z,aou whoa God lo•••• • • beoa ·•• 
tn•lr under•tancU,np ••• no, be!lll b:ro11ght up 11lc• 
IDine, h&Y• not ba the• • •r•• th•1 hff• no 
met vl b the-•• book• nor the•••· ooapan,. o:r 
ha.Te t the•-• 1nter••t, _r u• not eo •1••• or, •l•• are •l••r• • • .so 
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Taylor's ant1o1pat1on of mod rn, l1ber l att1tude towards 

the interplay of d1ffer1.ng op1n1e>n has trequentl:, at,raoted 

favourable oomment. What could be more "enlightened," for 

ex ple, than h1 . 1n 1stenoe that 1t 1s "unnatural" to pera -

cute opinions betause human understan41ng, 0 b•1ng a thing 

wholly p1r.1tual, o nnot be restrained, and therefore neither 
51 

punished, by corporal affl1et1one. , ."? 'l'aylor•s realiza-

tion that toleration w<>uld brtng an end to the circle of pel"­

secut1on and eounter-perseout1on praot1s.ed b7 antagon1st1o 
52 

s .ots as power ohanged from on s1de to the other, and bis 

comment that perseeut1on created paeudo-mart)"rs., Just1f71ng ,, 
heresy by suffering, are also str1k1n.g premon1t1ons of 

odern realm>;l1t1k, Lastly; let us ment1on Taylor ' s or1t1o1sm 

of e nsorship and. bOok-burnlng, especially his 41 .m1s al Qf 

soeiety wh1oh pr ctisea the as being in the oon41t1on where 
.. 

• • • we e1 ther d1 trust God tor the ma1ntenanoe, ot .R1e 

truth , or ••• we d1stru .t ih& cause, or d1stru,t ours lve 
54 

and our ab111t1 s." It the sto~y of Taylor ' s burning all 

the copies he ooUld find of the Liberty pf Pro;eheQY1ng when 

h was an Irish bishop be true, this last q,uotat.1on gains a 

p c1al piquancy . 

But one e1mply cannot tak such references to indicate 

the real state ot Taylor's opinions, even wh n he was aotuall7 

writing th down s if he believed them, Firstly to b . oon .. 

s1d red ls T97lor's ubsequent 1ns1etenoe that bis book was 

mot1vate,d by prudeno I it was stopgap attempt 1n deeper-

at •1tu t1on, Cono 1Tably. it ight be argued that Ta7lor•• 
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later reno• r ourm1n betrayal. ot the tl rtt or 

P:ropf! •J1ne:. a 4 11b r bfuac tlon of pr1nolpl • wblch at 

one t1 heh d 1n er 17 held, but later • not o t~1 lr 

41aaYow forte rot a ln hi r putat1on. rt had hla 

en the • Ur 1, he woUld 1 plJ T allow 4th ook 

to fall lnt ObllYlon. not b r publ1 he4 ln 1657, 1r 1t 

w 1th th dd1t1on ot ar ent a 1 t 

t e praotloe or a l t b pt1 which h had d rend d n 

,ad ooetup d& bo4i 1 h t1r t d1t1on. The f' ct 1 too tha 

lor•• p anat1on or th prud ntlal otlT prod~oln th 

o k lo 1c lY oo1no1da 1th the 1 terpr t1on one 1• 

forced. to 

bo h prior n 

fro allot Ta lor•a other books and hls aot, 

• u nt to the ubl1o on ot th Ll rti 

0 aylor • aft r ll., an 

w n exponent ot th oat a olute at1 

lie • h 

olerat1o, 

b7 se t1n up eount rTa111 rs o the u re o1v11 

author11, u1 v Tiolat d hi 1 lat n 

1ty of' 

uet 

u 1v1d , 1 

rad. with th1 1n 

o •r 1 nty. 

int nt u -n tl 41 J •t1r1o t1on for 1 o 

th n ce •• 

r¥ Ord. h wrot 

r der. 

1n T lor• or , •111 • led u ra1. Let, to%' • ple, a 

••ntenc llk•• ~ y the parable ot tr 

n st the he t • . 1£,hrl i.!) 1nt1 

p 1tt d to w 

ted th tol ra ion or 

d1 •~nt1 op1n1o not d 1truot1v• ot p1et7 or c1T1l 001-
.5.S 

et1•••• t n ro th L1r ot Christ, be r 4 w1th ~ay or •• 

o d • n4 1t 

co t he juat1t1eat1o ot ulti• e tartan soo1et7 



lt to r1r t an • bu • h . th 

1 • 

Th!'Ou ut t~• o o at p r1a. tn a , l r 

con 1 t nt 7 cr1 101 • 1nd1:r14ua 1. • nd ct.rt n.1 • ii• 

r 1 

to 

nd to her th · charity he ha trle4 to 110110 t 

C ,- •1· • y o 

rt - ...... ,._-.. ~--• • • re l • rel 

or a . • • btl.t they ar co o 

11 • 

n ·1 ,u ep1l"1 • 
• 1 t•r-••·· 

o a 1n. t 
., ... 1., •• 

u 
· . l •1 n 

• r 41 

001 . 7 hl 

• ' 

1 

1 b.O 

o n :r h1 h rob. 

,. 
tltf ncout-

otp.ll••· tha 
1r1 • 

4 , ••k• o bJ t k1tt •• 
ot _ .. th "-1 o 
hat y not ••• ,1 

An 11 1 • 

cl 

1th .. 
1r 

, t · t 4e hla 111 1 0 

0 0 h 1-

• 0 

d h • 
t 

th! 



ot 

.. 
• • • 

5 
d , 

ot uoh o 

167 

1d • y or. would n v r oo t h 

l con r g t1on, nor did show H1 

o & t1o 1 th •r ta t1o d hypoahondr1 o l re11 1on or 
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n r 
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o 1 0 
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or t 
59 

ion • 

oration 

he 0 

b1t1on,• of rJ¥ 1nd1T1 

Di hop"" ylor, e 

C tho io ri h, rr 

1sor opinion_ Jlo t1 to h1 

n ce r ono11th1 1 

procla1 1 

p oi lly h 

do V n or 

own an to 1n 1at 

• In o of hi 

ae on , r or de ot • l to t 

t 

() " 0 n" th t tol x- t1on would 1 uoe he 

to 

0 

p c. r e oo r ·1ct d th m, o1nt1n out 

n 11 

n,- p c1r1c y Ro 

nd turbul nt , and• ry 

C holies ad lv n1 t, 

r not t1at1 d 1 h the er ol r 1on of th lr op1n1on 

b th d 0 t th r pr1 o1pl the do h t h 1r •117 

on t e n t t v r on t contor to th • 
60 

To er t1on 1 tol r le to th • T lor 00 • 

t1nu d 1 th t toler t n 1 tar b t r 1 

to 1 pr ct1e a 

••. torr kon 1 by 1 h n you 
n41• lt, • aat1at1 fo~ t • 

1 • n t th 
, the o b11o 
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1 o h n n th n-
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b q • wb•ther ere 
p so 1 1nly , 
t t 1 a14 ow b7 
t ff air 1 , 1 t 1 

erta1n, they ou ht not to b iubllo 
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• oh or lon w rro the bl"Ot ex-hood o Ch 1 1eh 

lor preao 4 1n th ( ·or t re 1'• 

tr.lane to raot10c•> • t the 0 d. , t • ot h1eh 

ve n par h aee or toted. l n t l t • 
t oro oono . st h T t J.or•• ex t t 1 h 

' l"$.Ot1 d ltc t 1 o 
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a • • ni1 

xoe t1on o "'' .lor• a oth l"\11 do tto c fJ . 
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or · th to s ow 1.t u 
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h U co 

, t h 

r1t n on l1t1ca ta en to her eon t 1tut• 

n extr rd1 ril 

en 1 th1 l"' ho .. 1n · h -
r1 oy ot by 1oal 11 .rt:,. the 1 l oon -

r 

••nt notion of TC) n - to the au l" ut bor. 

1t • r 4le · 

it be e 1t1m t M • "' 
l!e Ve ubJ o\ 

1 t. t e 

o o w t o t b tr 11n •. the 

o1v11 

1. t e ot u awt 

Co onwe l'th• 

, re 

ot on 

,. n u 

1 ar or Gott•·s 

the r erot e ru no 

lo t 

• • uil u r 

uoh t t ·t 

w • 11 ns r e4 1 
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l t1tude of · 1 1 ulat1on wh1ch u quent 1 o u d h 

r a m nt and oon u ·ton b tll/J.(H)Ur 01 O 

1n tton inevitable 1n ny 0 h1 r d r-

co nt tor • !:'l r op n1o on to w re 8 n .. 

omp.ro 1s1n h1s ns1 no th t Ut'f"e 1n an4 de· th t 

th b 

w 1 

t 0 wru o1 u or1ty r ot o 1 rty, 

ll1on an 0 1en to th tuar re ct 

0 ° ens v ment. 
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VII 

CO CLU IO 

unt rtunatelr, •• ,e;mnot examine ln 4etat1 •N tb:e 

• .,.. 1 • Wh10h T a,l.Ol" ! • 1f rt • on•tratl. ••17 OJ" p:robablJ' 

1ntluenoe4. aoolet, and thoug ,, ln ~n• J••r•• t llow1ns bi.a 

4e•tb. 4o •o a • ua •lT would tde m.n, . •• an.cl re lre 

a nowltdp ot na,11•b l telleot'1al h18\0J7 Whtoh oould onlr 

be had after- ••v•~ 1eu • on•nt,-ated. etu4 • otten 1 

area• •hlob •••n 7et u• ex, •••lv,•11 ob• u • 

l wc,ulcl • 1:n•utt1otat to 11 lt attention ·r•17 o 

the ooapant1Yel.¥ ••ll•bloft •~pounta ot ra11ona11 • . t:10 

• lrlol •l'lo.. 1a Ylew or tbe pr,e •41 anal.Jal•• ust 1Mt 

aooounte .o ~, ao •tt••• umrlttl 17. b•tr• 41n to~ 

ln41reot ot a7lor.. Oll• woul alao h•v• to ln't'••t·1,at• th• 

ooun el:'ft11l ll•h tr 41t1on1 of tb•o eat~io. 1a1~1,10.na1 

antl-eap1r1o1 an4 patJ'larohal pol1t1o• wbloh haYe· ••.n 

"'her- n•sl• t•4 , bl1tox-1.u, peJ'hapa 1>eoa11•• et the• plr• 

1 al bta• or lh•a own •Pl••t• 01011 an4 ih• taot that ant1• 

• p1r1o&l and ,patrlaro~l. ••uol• or to t. ap1>9ar • p•I"• 

tlolall1 to :Ye be•n 1001.i, lntelleotual. and. lltl 

!!A•lt•W!• one would need, tor •am le, to •tud;7 the 

wr1~1 • ot tbat r1r•t ge11 i-atlo or n•Juror••· anorott, 

ett1, •• 11. bar1,e• lA•ll•· an4 oth•r►-•M the 1Ulfl6•• ot 
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tbe1P Jao lt• nll.l"Oht •b1 a ••r• ~h• rtnal aa4 b&T•M ln 

tbe aYent••n'bh oetiturr ot x.Wl•• • • ut.1 ot bo11l1••• h• 

ctootr1.n•• ot ••t••• bedl•noe preaolled bJ •11or, Al• ,. 

•1n • thought .., e at1 ulate4 bJ r•aot1on •• ••11 u bJ 

,,.. tbetl enrapea ·t.on. 1t •o-14 • n• .·•••arr to eDl\ln• 

117•t1 al. wrlters 11k John Porda. ·•• •1 tee, J 

and Riobard oaoh, ho, •• ~ro-u.r or . or to •r• ot the 

h11ad.. lph1-.n SQol•tt (1697•170).), fi ~ 1nd.1•t1not17 1n 

th br1•t en i-1 • or tb .,Da.iot. _ ... t ... 9 .. '!!!7;;;;;.;;w..,.·.,.o.,.r __ ......,..,.......,;;;;;..;....,.~ ....... 

n 1• L • to aevenl or the 

mo•t 9rom1 nt Non•Jurci-:. Fl lly, any: , r1ou■ ·:t. t to 

oati.,i; the etteot of Taylor•• ork would ~• to tnolu4• 

aona1A nt1on ot Willi Law• hi• lt on of th• eoond 

eneratlon or on•Jurora, Who . ·ter •ta:rtln h1s 12.t :r 1 

er b,1 pre oh1q a Ta7l rt n ort of• rnal1& oral 

aot1 1 • •· ·ra4 . 111 ab1tt•4 1n~o 

bas du n the 

anti• 1r1 l 71t1 1 

ore ~han any oth ~ 

tbeolo 1.an tr ne4 no t.nall7 1n th• Anslloan tl"t141t10n tox-e 

Ne an, , wu the entt,h••l o a,lor. aced with all 

r• .1nl . ohapter 1• to 1n41e•t• onl1 th• moat ob•1ouc eT1• 

<t•no• ot ir-.,10:r•• 1ntluene and hla pop ·1ar1t1 ln \h• l••" 

two o•ntur1ea, leav1 aubtl•r •had.O • to 

at nother laGe u ,t ·•• 



k IV, 
l 

h•r• t aylor 11 d Cl t•d. t , l• 

• ••la, th• ~t!aW:-9.LI.!a;l!D:!W~~• • .n •xponen.• ot • • 

and. l•o let or u:na"lol abl•• lnaup ·•••11:ll• 

d.1N·1'11t1 • Of h'Wl~n 

• 

cl.a 1t e lt ;y 0 l 

XA:>o •• ta'V'OU ~l• 

• • •r altu d to by o , 
ot etor • and- •1 o , 

ro n4 o an •1: • t -, tol at1 .llo·n 

tie, truu-e • 1 ab 1 t1•t • 

ot : u •• o an Ta,-l<>l" • 

tort t bl u pt1 n . t t 

il noe J.t o 1 • t • • •• tho •· it tto di • e:-1 • ·o 111ng 

' 
hi pol.1 10 ta- ote. h pin tor the 41s ove 7 or 1 u 1 1 

c p riaon• h ttt w ·lt r • to kt·•• th .e1o 1c l 

-
1
•••• n h ot er d, bal--n• , •u 

• loo. th OYer will 

t.le pt1 . o wr1t 

. l tag 1nv•• 1 t1 , ttese1tated 

aabl \lOnli raao lo 

4emma.1 

1 • t tu • 11 t1 or 

, 'c11 Loe••• 

l • al"' • t 111 •• 

t rt t 



1?6 

1 t enth o nt ur7 r, both or l t 

can be lined to T 710 • ltho tour to nt t h•1~ work 

1n th proh1b1t1ve de a 1l h1 

r qu1r. 

co on 1t . 

1 pert r t ri no• to · lor occ • i n h te ul"1'•• 

b r • 1 t101 or 

attenti o tow tt 

t 1n h follo 1n 

r :, 7 
at 

• 1· 
------d wlth T · 

•o o 
rda ot tb 

e • Churo · . 

n l 6 NT1 1on or 

den ded fo n 
2 

dra 1n 

Ed. n ' r oot not co -

1v n hr d.1:i- ot.17 r ro the 

l o 

•• 

1 •• 
for 

t , 
w1 d VO 1 -............ ..,;; ...... ....;;;......, 

tendo ) 

. ot the leut 1ntereat1n 1r ata oe attaob to h••• wo • 

l• that en tailed to 1n41 te he1r ontext . They ap . ed 

at the encl ot len •• ot 1on 1n whlah hllttea 7 

rete d to trana rlbe v• t1 be reply t • • ~1• 

tao• (on •h ae nerallJ ••t •' to 

•••rYe 1n re11 1oua ubJ• ta of 1• our••• 

•• ••11 •• • 
lu to be natlo 

1n part1 • 

and ••tabl1a • Ctur )• t •an 1 rt1nen 
4 

tta k or a oertaln Ylolent 1 . t • art7.• 8 tt•• UJ"7'• 

• . entl• .. o• •4 o uote, at f1rat without o n aokn -

1•4 • n • ert• tl~ • or11 •• t the L1 trtY or 
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phesying to prove that div r 1nt rpret t1on of or1 t \.ll"e 

wa 1n&v1t ble , and f ore d univ rs 1 oompl1anoe to on 

t t1o do 1m ss1ble . H pointed out that pe l s to the 

1nv1ol ble uthor1ty or or1pture re untenable bee use of 

the oorru t1on or texts, the el -1ntere ted tal 1f1o t1on 

of oppo 1ng ootr1n s nd ntagon1st1o sect, and the" • t 

•tystery ~ rev lat1oi!J • o r p ' d in Clouds. or hid 1n 

brags, so h 1 hten•d with xpre s1ons , or so oov red wit h 
5 

Allegory nd ar nts of Ilhetor1ok'. " t the nd of t h1 

peroration , uhafte bury had the adversaries of h1s "entle an• 

oou e him of being "• .• a acher of p rn1c1ou ct rinea, 

one who ttaok ' d nel1g1on i n form , nd oarry ' d hi L sson or 

L ctures bout 1th him , tor peat by rote , t any t1 e, t o 
6 

the Ignor nt nd Vul r, 1n ord r to s duo th m •" In repl7, 

the "Gentleman~• 1d d by 'haft sbury in an el borat foot" 

note quoting further from th 1657 edition of the blberty of 

ophesyin5. let f 11th 11ghtn1ng bolt that h h d 1nd d 

be n talk1 by rot , but th this argument were tak n fro 

T ylor , " • • . on ot th pi oopal Ord r, a eel brated 
7 

hurohmsn, don of th highest ort • • •" The "Gentle-

man" then end d his counter-off ns1 with the long panegyr1o 

upon Tylor, which alone den dee ed worthy of oopy1ng. 

One hardly kno what 1s ore int rest1nga haft bury ' 

sly 1ns1nu t1ons and his obvious delight t bein ble to 

confound enemies out of an oored1ted , orthodox mouth, or 

Ed.en ' s naiv ty, so oo on 1n many of Tylor • adm1r r, 1n 

pparently bing unabl to se ho m fl1' our1ou question 



we:re raised by the context of Shaftesbury' pra1se. It ts 

1nterest1ng too that Ta7lo:r was used bT SharteaburJ 1n qulte 

the same war u by Locke 1n order to ,1ust1fF tol r•t1on. 

Although Sha.ttesbu.r,- refen-e4 to Taylor espl1o1tly only 1n 

two other plaooe, both ot no lmme4_1ate r•l•Yanc• tor our 
8 

purpo es, one oah satel7 sq t:hat there wer many points or 

sympathy between the two writers. Certain aspeot of Tqlor•a 

thought, h1s 1d1v1dua11stie rationalism. hla d1st:r-uet o~ 

"enthusiasm,• h.1.s e pbasls upon an external1z d eode of 

morality, and espec1 117 the h1gbly de•eloped, na•UJ"al1at1e. 

p1curean s1de ct hl Chr1et1an1tJ uet have all b en quite 

attraotive to Shaftesbury, for •11 r -oe1-ved. a further develop .. • 9 
ent 1n the Cb!tia9t1r1at1ckf, 

DaT1d Hume 41d not mention Tylor a:nywher, but p1ste-

olog1cal parallels oan ea•lly be traced 1n their thought, 

It is not her 1mp11ed. that tor ~his reason Hume must have 

been 41r otl7 1ntluenced by Taylor and negleot 4 to record 

his lndebtedneas. It 1• m.or• 11ketlY that the pal'all ls were 

the result of two en wr1t1ng w1th a s1m1lar acceptance ot 

pr1no1ples bas1o to rat1onaliat1c e plr1ola • Also,, 1t seem• 

r aeonabl to suggest that Hume reoei'V'•d ao e of the pr1ne1 ... 

plea or Taylorian emp1r1o1•• at second hand. A perfect 

example ot thS.e can be el ted rrom the very begUm1ng or Hw= • . 

notorious eaaay, •or M1raoles, .. where be paraphra• d an ar .• 

ment of Tlllotson•a 1nst the Ro an Catholic doctrine ot' 

the real presence• 'l'1llot•cm. wrote Hu • • argued that 

or1ptur l autho~1t7 and th wd1v1ne mission• of Christ w•r 
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ven tr• ~7th 1r1 1 ••1 enoe wh1 h r••• t lt• lt 

t the ••n••• t he A •tl••• ume•a r · •• t 

1llota n ont1nue, 

o ••1 e11 , h r he truth ? 
rell 1 n ta l••• th• ••1 enG 
or or sen••• b , •••n 1n 
ot O\lJ' r•l n. lt wa• • t 1t 1a ••1• 

en 1t u 11n1ab 1 1 1r 
l•olpl••, nor n any • c 1n 

thelr te t on7 u in h ediate 1a ••M••• ut ••••er • oan neve . a 
atro ra and the •to~ • • o r t the 
real. pr •• • eYer •o 1earl7 reveal r • 

tv • 1t ••r• dlrectlt oontr r1 o t or 
J at re ao t iv• •••• it, 10 

ery pro et 1 ta thla quotat1 n oo 14 • ohe by one 

drawn t att 

ran•ub•tan a ton wh1ob ••• Juet 

l• to nnal• Chr1• 1an1 t7 ow el'Oue au I\ 

on, xt• •• u •• fro an a tack nt ubalantla 10, 

to an atta k upon purpo~t 1raol••• 

experlenoe only whlob 1Y ut orlt7 to 
t t1 on,, the perienoo 
•••ur•• u.a • or u • 

the ore, the of experi • • 
r1't •• .... JIU t 

on tro. t • anc 
• • o n he 

pr1no1 le r - re • 11t7 
hat ran tt 1• tal•~ 1• aub-

traot1on with • 1 1~ ~ 1 
o an ut ona and re 

w t bl18h 1 __,,_, that no h 
t n ha'l'e aa to _rove _1• 

•o t 1rA th 1 t line ot hi •• , . lu • · u.ddenl7 

.,. ....... " .... e 1\1 att nt1on fro non-acr1 tural 1r ol a to t o•• 

r rd b7 r Tl t1on. h eult ••• one t th oha1n 
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or lo 10. nd1 in a 1r- nn1h1lat1on, sQ 1n o·p bl 1n 11 
12 

od. , • ot P;yrrhonian thoug ht. ti tod cl · rly po lbl , 

Hu e• re on1b r n thuslJ• 

1. r tton lly b • oo .pt d a prov n, ln t 
th t p1r1o l avid no, b th v1d no of 
hu ony. 

2. ut rev l t1on 1s f"Ull or 1raol 
te.tt on,. 

corded by h an 

3 .• Therer Ht r•ve1at1on 1• not atlo 117 •ocept ble us,oa 
m 1r1· 1 • d no • 

• Ther tor•• revel t1on c n b aeo pte. onlJ by- 1rr tlonal 
talt. 

5. or r 1th 1 • •lr-.ole wh1oh, t.n 
all th p~tao1 l•• at •• • und•rat 
a •t•· 1n&t1on o • 11eve wh t l• 
to and expe1"1enc• •· • 

••• 0~1, • UbV .,.,. 
1ng, . . g1Ye • • ·• 

_o•t ~ontrar1 to cu• 

6. ut, • p1r1w _v1d oe 1• th• true ••ur of the~. l• 
141tr ot 1 01 •• s.. 1. 

7. tn . 1 t1antty an4 rat.th ar 1rao1 • ., • l • .. d .S , 

• Th ~etor , the7 v-.rlt1ab1 b7 plr1oa1 vtdeno. 
1. 

9·. :e t th , en not • erUj; 1able -, _ plr1 l vldenc • S•• 
4- •nd s • 

., • n 1t mim w re a sk pt1oal fld 1 t, u 1 t 1• otten 
1, 

uinta1n 4, 4estrucst1ve ,,. o.n1n 11 e th1 rea4117 •• 

1t \l , r . t nd,· ble why, h• h . e been .oouaed of covert thei••• 

From our potnt or vt •• .1u ' poolt1ott • • noteworth)- be• 

c•u•• 1t patently 4A o atrated t.t\e 4a.ngers J.n t a11or•• 

•P1•t• oloa. no 4oul;tt h - woul bav prote t 4 • n t tiWrl••• 

ta1th waa reasonable, •1rul••· he re -.rded a. e1tbet- an 

C•tholio ror. er1•• or extraon.1nar1 intenent1on:t bJ God 
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14 
1 ·ed1 . el1 t th nd of the po tol1o • 

that. 4 taohed, 

v se ·n, th· r w r t be 1nn1n o 

1ona.t a:tt1tud• tow • • rttv lat1on a 

t tho t1.l1t t bollc di.scour 

that a d1. s oc1at1on b t•oon t 1 tb end r o • ·Wlth O.H 

• phu1 b 1 pl 0-ftd u.pon tne latter, was t k1ng pl o& 111 

bi 1n4. 

erthel :se. luok11F for ' yl.or• N tat1on, at ot 

hi r r nave app ntly to the 4 et 

a .h . . wh10h, ttro thopol•o . lnt or rt •· ar th . 

deatt tlo of h1 pist Ind d, W.1 h h 

1nst1not of born populN"t , ha!\o bUr,r 1rt tht p:t;.•rMS~• 

nteenth centur1 c11 · 1no who lbe 

tor n1u17 th n 

to th boo or 'l' lor 

• Ott th - - d an4 • 4 h _ ·l ve• or '1&18• p'bo • f h Lad.,-• 

Cloaet.s'- 1• bOrne out by q tl lln • rro on . or Pope'• 

........ ~-...... .....,s. publ1ahec1 ln 173 • 

t ·ur • tolerabU, • • 
ould nerd17 a cb1l4, 
• • • to ran ov - pr r. 

aw1s11:~- once t.o h tue, 
t.n a r _, , 

· · . . P7 for a , 
lor - th • 

. tJ:On wt th o 
-. in th t, 

t•t atlll sa4 . -eod ri.a t h•r • t • 13 

4 

C• hollc, wa pro • l.J lndul 1n a little 
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1 •at, e ex • ot wo rep aentat1Te •• ant trrlt 

o1•••• t oau•• ot th1• there 1• re or, 

not to aooe t the 4eaOJ>lpt1o • an aoou te 1 dlo t1on ot 

lar11 in pe•a 4ay. On• oont1nu 111 8 

thro u the el teenth and ••ll n into the n1ne ••ntb n-

• , tor es ~•• tba tollow1 a ~l, t • 

• u•• Ann a 1aoour•• on tbe 4 tr 

•t • h . ed ,. • later, w• f1nd J hn •t• 4•• r1b1 

blt trt•n4 11•7• the o t•• eourtt • Joun 1•47 wbo, o 

u•• eata• ord.1, "• •• 11 e4 Ue7 •• • .roth•r--b t =t 

,a,• uaband• .... • eo1ally •• he u• • to oo her •1th tb 1bl 
l? 

T&J'lor . . . " 
•qlor •••u o n en parttoul raTO 1 • •1th 

t1r•t balt or be n1 • eenth oentur,, or lnatanoe, 1n 

ho • Lo• •aoo •• no •1• 

ne or the o 

• uent 

to think 01\arltabl.7 t h• 
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1 · 

o lor oatt red thr u ou P cook• oo •. 

Thom Do Quino, w 

a ln . 14 t -l1st1o 1m1l rlt1 

• oUl.4 t pt one to p:red.1ot • h r 1 . n :x nde eon 1cle:ra• 

tlon ot ylor 1n 

ubl1 h d 1n 'l 281 

Quine 1 •• a 

l ng quot tro 

Ch,:,} ~- we 

., •J\l 

u d to b 111th ~ w pa $ ~t 
1 

• I car1ot • .. :publ.1eh 4 1n 1857 • 

1 t ~. Cov1ntr1 P t or• fir t •1te 41 d, 

nd ph r or th pot h d or1b how P t or, 

b id h1 

her l tt :r • 

11 1n,1 

, atu41•d • r · rtr it, n4 k , 

1nder • ot h r-- pa1r of' love•·• 

hr t vourit book (Jr =1· T lor' c;u, L\v1D1o· nd UolY 

.D n ) •h1oh h r to f 1nd oo _ ·tot-t." 1nce 

tel7 ev e4 the t 41t1on ot 1 nd 

J . ;r 7 T ·- l.or 1 b · GO 1ng 

N. • an• r l t1o _ h1p 1th lor )\OUld. b n&ioned hr 

m • roun to t!\ r 11z-at1on th t th 

to re• t bli h the 110 _ ohuroh upo th C thc:>l1o"· 

he 

ot tn a Pro V1 te, ,.SUft t 

• .. • ansrr •1th th gli.c -1 1ne • I thou ht 
the, had tak n 1.n• .I h4d ,. a4 the 1-ll:th re with 
the1r ,~JI o eti s tr te th 1r quo -
t1ona or th•i~ eonin a, and fJ"O rellanoe- on 
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the, I had uee4 word.a or aa4e atat•ment•• whl h 
bJ rl t Io t r1g1417 to-·· •m1 e ••lt 
, , • the taot ••• unpleaaant a 1t • to avow, 
that ad le n 4 to uoh u on the ua rt1ona 
ot aher, J re &Tlor, or • rro • and d 

en d o 1•• b7 them. 21 

The bulk of • an•• other ref•renoea o a7lor 1n th• 

:egloa1• ft! V1ta y appear•d 1n • moat 1nt• eat1 e ntext, 

an used ••• •• in aylor•• otor Dub1tet1um to replr 

to atta k• that he bad 111• 1tl atelJ aa.notlon-4 and uae4 a 

oot~ln• or• u1Yooat1on and. •ntal r•••rYat1on, ln laln 

wel"tl• • d.ootr1ne juetlt71 . 111 , -earl the L1 ertr or 

fJ:gphefJin& 111 ind, e1fl1All'l•a 41tt1o lt1•• make• taeolnatl 

allel to those ot Ta7lor. 

B~t ••1 •no• • to the popular1tf or arlor in \he n1'l•• 

teentb entur7 1• ot 11m1te4 o»l7 to • land.. In Chap,er 

our, lt ••• potnte4 out that ertaln a1,-ot• ot &7lor•• 

theolo1r oou14 u ua d to atl•ulat and 4etell4 an aot1T1e.t 

ethtc ln rather the• • wa1 •• el• enta ot •r•a •• th qh • 

heretore, 1t 1, all the more worth notiol that ln l )2 

eraon, then twent7-el t , .. r• old., wrot• an adY1■or7 letter 

to 1•• 11zabeth cker a out her r .. 41 and reoo end 
22 

that •h• obtaln. uo other book•• TaTlor•• oiz Dt~RS• 

In l )7, 

oendental o•uent, ronaon loott, laaented hart to ••11 

ht• Taylor, to ether with the reet ot hi• 11 rar-1, 1n order 
23 

to pay ott debte. 

o l portant rell 10~• leader• have l ltt ~•o~r t 
haY1ng bften personally attraote4 b7 Ta7lor•• vr1tl •• he 
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f'lrat was John we ley , who wrote that a reading of Holz 

L1vbm ~nd olz Dying; in 1725, when he was twenty-three. 

" xoeed1ngly aff cted 0 h1m -1 

Instantly I resolved to dedicate . 11 y life to 
God, all my thoughts; nd words and ot1on • be1ng 
thoroughly convinced, that there was no med1um . 
but that every part or my l1f (not som on.11) 
must oe either a ae.ar1f1oe to God , or myself , that 
1s, 1n etfeot, to the d.ev1.l. 24 

The e~ond was John ebl, on of the 1 ading 11ghts of th 

Traotar1an o'\f'ement. Although his reaot1on w s apparantl.7 

not qu1te the soul-stirring one whloh • sley experienced, 

Keble st111 lett 1mpr~ss1ve and graceful te t1mony, 1n a 

letter to J , . Coleridge in 1817, as to the esteem with 

which Taylor ha often been r gard d. Conoern1ng -olY L1V1!!,g 

nd Roly Dying, Kebl wrote, 

• •• I cannot t 11 you the del1ght 1.t has g1vEJn 
me, surely that book 1s enough to convert any 
1nt1del, so entle 1n heart, and so high 1n mind, 
so ferv nt 1n zeal, and so ohfa1table 1n Jude• 
ent, that I oonf e . s I do not knGw any author, 
xo pt p rhaps ook r (whoa subJ cts ar so 

different that they w111 h rdlJ bear oo par1aon), 
wo1:--thy to be 11kened to h1m. Spen r I th1nk 
comes neare t to his spirit 1n all rep ots • 
• 11ton 1s like him 1n ric nos and depth. but in 

morality se a to me as tar below him pr1d 1 
below humility. 25 

But the wr1 ter bove 11 other-s whose deep 1nt1m ey w1 th 

a.ylor •s books on be proven is uel Taylor Coleridg . H1s 

1nt rest was of threefold manner , styl1st1o. moral, and 

th olog1oal. It a al o , unfortunately, express d 1n 

typically oler1dgean fashion mainly by a rather disjointed, 

r bl1ng s r1es of annota t1ons 1 fa1rl7 cas\lal obit r dicta, 

wh1oh are ometimes d1ff1oult to follow, nd yet h1ch are 
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also often o prci lent that th•1 remain ven now the 

neoes•ar, 1ntroduct1 n · o 11 r1ou tudy or Ta11or • work. 

o • • 1 t b t now · ref' r nc 1n Col r1 er to Taylol" 

o ours 1n long d f'en 1 r t c to "F1re, _ 1 ~•, an4 

Slau hter, A ;•' h re Col rid e ave 'both T lor 

d. ~1lton o th y 1n 1eh h rl • le d 

loving wr1 r . . h 1 t lent to ou fe r nd 

oond. e1n and. 1 tr a1n tol rant, or 1, and ntle t 

h rt . h pr r ~• t inter s 1 tor our pr urpo • 

eoa or the x end. oo r1 on ol r1d between 

the eareere or· Mil ton an4 'te.ylor. He exonei- t-ed arto:r-, wt th 

ow uob Ju t i ce th read rot th1 th e1 jud ~. of 

p rty hatred:, pr 1 ed hi an . 1llton for: haT1n dvoo t 4 

tol r t1on t n . 11' the • but d he 

ocus 1c.n, h1oh h r peat 4 ven,,l t1 e that 

Tayl.or 1n hi later work p ro ch too clo • • y th 

or . thol c by, o 1 1 th • t the r1 t- f 

p1r t 

er ptural 

ut ortaed interpret t1on t b 11m1te to one r 
6 

bod7 of'c c. 

h cond, fr or 1nt r 1ng .n 1• • con .. 

a1cterat1on o.t T ·y1or by C01er14ge, ub 1 h d 1n 1a,, pot• 

hu otisly, 1 the b1r4 Vi • or 1ns ,, coll O• .;;:.;;,;........,;;.,.;.;;.,...;..;;;,;;;,...,__....;.;;;;;,;;,;;;;.;;.;;.. 

t d 7 • • Col r1 . It aon 1 ot n rly 

oc a o e or nnot t on nd ......... _ n 

· :ro the e.r 1n nd end h t of' ... ol r1 

ral or T ylor• · O • Th1 not n h 

hundred 

tr- 11 o lb 

n cop1e or 

pl C ' 
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h aver, for an el bor te expos1t1on of ol ride• op1nto • 

on ' lor. To on would involve •nt .ngl n 1 all tb 

com 1 ntr of Coler1da 

t1o1 ent er d•eply 

f ct hat T ylo~•s r t1onal• 

Ka wh t Col r1 g h1 olf 

t th root ot it 

p1r1cal pro oh to 11 ion 

try1 g to exorol~ r o the 

pb1losoph1cal orthodox1 s of h1 on t1 Coler1d. • 

tr1etures on ·1 ylor could., 1nd ed, 'b e1t d a rtect 

1 , t$tlce of w the.pp n ·hen two oontl1ot1 e 1 te ole> ·1•• 

eollide . 

• le to h1 po 1t1on w 1 r1d • 1at1nct1on tween 

.. h t z lor eall . re on I ~11 u er tand1t • nd 1 e the 
27 

r on to th t h1ch T ·1or wo · dhv o 11 d 1x-1t.• 

or oler-ldse, th1 conrua1on of r und rst d1 ' 
and th c1ro or1ption of .. p1r1ttl r th ourc ot ll 

the gr v d r ct 1n 11 lor•s th.eolo y, otat1n a hr•• 

bl th 

nt ble re eon,--
b7 th lty or 

ess1 babbl •. n a 
faculty, 1natead. o the te 

a YM of • and 
on• t 1gno e• ot the . or 14 

an t non id. s r obj r 1t --
~ t groullda ot •11 Jr my a ·. l portant 

errors, 2d 

ono ptual lo 1c, .. d r1v1n l 1t tor1 l fro . tb • • 
and borro 1 its for fro th . se e, .. 1 th r • • 

tore .. no s r1l;y 1nappl1o bl to 1.rit • l t r1e • • • 11 

29 
'" Coler1d pronounco4 to V 

le 
yloi-· b a.1 · . ra:, • .. .. . 
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When a7lor ~uote4 1atotl••• word•• "The touch can never 
JO 

b de e1v•d•" 1n ord.er to proTe the error or tr naubatan• 

tlat1on, Col r1 • teet1l7 co ented.1 

v rJ on Ju ler fala1tle th1a ••••rt1on 
wh•n h a th pressure tro • ah1111n ••• 
th• ah 1tselt. • • 7ou •ur• you feel it?• 

.• h n open 7ou.r hand. r•• ot ' ' 1• ne.• 
th1a I ther that ne1ther ra1lor nor u1a­

totle ever had the ntghtmare. )l 

he reperouaaiona ot qlor•• oonoeption ot r uon w r• 

1 r to Coler14 •• 

tor a of tie and• 

1 reetr1ct1 ~•••on •1th1n •• •• the 

c•• .. 
• ti' ay-lor tende to d1T1n1ze 

atter and tr••••1ll• • ow the neee•a&r7 oonaequenoe or 

Tqlor• • aohe • 1.1 a cona 1enoe-worr11 , ouu1 t1o•l• onk1ah 
)2 

work-hol1ne•••" e1ntoro1n th1e tendenc1, Coler1 • 

,o1nte4 out, wa T lor•• amb1 ltJ o noern1 th neoeaa1 7 
J) 

of' the aa1on, 

obJeotlon to Taylor 1a,. that he ••• to -
du• the death or Chr1at al.moat to a 07ph•~• a 
oontr1va ce re. h•~ to reoonoil the ttr1bute• 
of od [!.e., • Ju•t1oi] , than an 4c,t ot 1nf1n• 
1te loTe to•••• a1nn ra. ut the truth 1•, that / 
thl 1• the p ociant pat-tor nlan1a, and. 
1llotaon 1• yet ore open than Taylor. )4 

heretore, aylor, 1n Coler1 ••• oplnlon, ellev d ln oral-

1•, not Chr1•t1an1t7• • •a• baa1oally 

t,el1.eved that by rely ex rc1•1ng tree •111 and natural 

uncleratand.1 WO d obtain beatlt\ld. t but •• • • th1• he 

{!_a,10!] 414 not are aay out, probably not ••n to h1aaelf1 

u 1 

henoe 1t 1• t h t be tloun ra 
:3.5 

okward 
,,.,,.~ ..... 

torwa:rd, now 

an4 now down1 .. 
• Col r14 •~ or oourae, hen he 

aa1d auo th1 • •• be1n a little or blunt than th• 
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e id.enc w ha 1n d r 117 w rra t • 

te conaequ no ot T 7lor• th clo 7, 

ea the ~bole ohe • ot B de ptlon a 
oen r7. Just r-•stor our bo41• 

oorpor l •1on to a rr ot gu111br1u 
rortu te 1nst1not, d, hr• Se! no 1lt or 
d tot 1n tb soul , the on. of God, t •Loo, 
and upr • ea on, 1 ht T♦ r a1ned un1n rnat 
unoruc1t1•4• In ahort , Soo1an1• - 1• •• 1ne•1table 
_ · eduction fro lor•s oh 1 or the ... 
1n 1• tro o 1n1an1a. )6 

Her Colert4 • touch the heart ot the tter. 

deaptt the tact that h1• intention••• to conet~uot a tho­

centr1o •1 te, really ve d1rect or 1nd1r•ot oo fort to 

tho e whoa• thou ht tended 1n ••n1ns de ••• to apoth o•1•• 

• The tntluenoe he had. upon Weal 1 and bl• cannot be 

p 1tted to outwel "1'lor• olo • 1ntelleotual r lat1on-

ah1p wltb Loo•• hatteaourr. and u •• nor at the oz1t1-

o1s or n -n4 Coler1d e b tr t d • •r eocentr101t7. 

Indeed, l.t would be as1ble to ke an anal7 1a of' •l•JM 
)7 

thodla n4 ebl • t7 of' Traet 1 ni , and. ehow that 

both de onst~ ted weakrle•••• ■1 1lar to tht1ae wh1oh Coler1d 

peroe1v 4 ln a,lor. I n •tteot. a,-lor• sort ot th•olo 

lM, •• Col r1 • 1nd.1 t•4, ct1reotl7 to . dern b n1 • 

w t Col l'1d. • d.1d not , how•-r r , no~lo wa the tunda­

ental oontr 4let1on 1n Ta,lor•• worlt between bl• 4ootrinea 

ot tree•w111 and or11na1 •1n on be one hand• an4 on the 

oth•r• h1e r1 1d, 1neaoa ble a7ate ot monarobloal ab olut1ni. 

For one• 1 t 1• 1ntatned that• an has the duty to be 

oral.17 ct1v w1 h1 the• r7 wl e ran wh1c aylor xpeote, 



19 

and th t 11r or p 1ve eon~empl tlon 1• 1n40 ti le with 

od' coYe nt, th n v r1 t t1c, h1&r chic. oo y r the 

ty e h1oh • ylor tr1 d to Jus 1fy b oomea o•t 41ftioult to 

or at. 1oral ot1v1 p1r1e l ~ea on. v n n n res­

train d w1thln po11t1oal eontext by c.ovefll!Ult th olo 1, •• 

Tarlor tt pte, r, 1oall 1nco patibl with the a,lor. 

1an volunt of m la 1\Ta1oal 11b rty, aot1ve, unorlt1cal 

obtt41enoe. and. paaaive rufferi • lnd.•ed, what the tbeolo 1• 

oal alde ot ylo:r•• thou ht d1d was to help provide the 

b ls of odern. • aulariz d pol1t1ea in which the consoienoe 

or u'bjeota and t • 1.r act .,u- pl'eaumed to be e1non,11ou • an4. 

where n. a eubJeot • • gr nt 4 the rt bt to choo e on 

oontrad1otory pol1t1o , poas1blllt1ea, v _ n 1f' th 1 oh os 

tbo ora111 wron on•• 

Ironioally enou . , the •rY a7st<inn ot onarohloal 

absclut1 

pol1t1cal 

wh1¢h i lo~ int nd d to et1t e 1nd1v1dua11 tio 

1tat'lon pro · ly had q 1t• th . oR)os1t ff ot. 

In so e r p ct , 1t 1a true, 'l' 1lor's b oluils ~ w • 

r p•ctabl tt pt to urround c1Vil pow r 1th that at :s• 

. h re or aanot1tv 1thout wh1oh no 11t1o l author1t1 o ~ 

surnv. h1 ap _ct or arlor•e thought w • an tnter stl 

am. rather 1eolaie4 exc•pt1on to th gener 11¥ ratio · 1stic 

b1a ot h1 oth•:r o ln1ol'l8 .. One could even a t u an 1llwn-

1na.t1n " h e?- u re son oompar1aon 'b een 'r ylor• 

pol1t1ce h1 theolo . • Yet on bal oe, even Taylor's 

pol1tlo w·r b 117 atur te4 with r t1onal1 m. WQ po1nta 

• b iept 1n ind.a t!rstly, 'l' Yl<>r' tcotr1n• of' fr -v111 
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• kl • we••••• ·• ln .en u po•l • 

lot b • 0 ftt1'1 . 1 ot h• n 

to • • ,. ft7 •• • • hl•nroh.J •• lllffl ta 1, 

• 1• tmt s. ........... 
nae • eur-r• al ot 

••PlU an 

i-lt7 whl 1'Ul 

t,h 1-n.1 ••i- amlra a,ior•• •r•t . ot 11,,. 

•• • o n 11 tile re 1S•t1o oono• l . • • to wbat 

• ca1ma11- t ot en 1 t • way t , 

1 ette • or t 41• at he • 

••t t • ••11 t -. , 11M • 1• • nYd un• 

w1lll to u oh t ·11' J •• II , . • o1Y11 var • 

T-,1.or b1n a t llt1 t ••• ept Iba\ h• ~-- • • b-

l• ·t• u erl7 •• · tle kl • \lt not. ne •••ar lJ" 

r.i, 00 . 1 lon• Wl\1 Prot•• l e lt• 

1noo ,-11,1e. n l • 11 t, the lln_.,.,....... •1i1r1 .. 1a 

pott .,. • ... n,a 111 h• ·• obl\• obu .. oha the 

■lieal •nA• 1•• •PPo•nt 1n •<> • ot th• r1r,t •n•ratton 

t cn-j r•• ,Sb•1i- tui,,ttter 4•••lo • • t 111 ihe ooka of 

t •3\Ui'OI'• •• all Ye u 

· • tatak p • • 11 r , 

of nrrerl • I 1• 1 •:rattl t •i,• 1 14-,ital.17, 

the\ 1111 • waa a Jaool>t •• 

• te a,1or•• abn1u•1• .,011· lo•• • e4 own 1fttO 

4• l• t • •• al it• ex eo to :tik ta 

o aar. •ha•••••• hotr••er• the 

cYert, 1 ttonal ••nn,eeath oen r7 ra• 1 •• 
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•n unavoidable rte for peopl to ndure 1n a quiet, truat1ng 

Christin way. Certa1nlf this ttitude was the s e that 

which motlv t d th bleakest s1de ot nineteenth oentury r 11-

gion. What would Taylor•s r•a:etion have b en. one wonders, 

had he been able to red by ant1o1pato~J v1s1on the l tter 

wh1ch a La.no sh1r cotton oper tive sent to John Ruskin 1n 

181, to be inserted 1n For Cl•v1g ra? The letter 1s particu• 

larlY relevant here bee us 1t contains an appeal to D1v1ne 

Law a 1n t prov1d nee which 1 one Gf the harebeat, critloal 

footnote . upon Ta.Ylor•s pc11t1cal doctrine . that could ever 

be round. Th oper tor desor1b d the work1ng cond1t1ona which 

n w aoh1nes had introduced 1n these wordsa 

••• in our 1mprov d cond t1on oond1t1on we 
had to turn out some 100 weght per day and we 
went 1f the Devel wa After us for 10 houere 
per day and .... the te ala have ofton Been 
carred out fainting. • . nd thoee, that oould 
not ke pup mat go and make room ror another 
and 11 this 1s Done 1n Chr1st1an England nd 
th n we are toUld to .Be eont•nt 1n the atat1on 
or Life in w1oh the Lord a place ua But I say 
the Lord never D1d laoe u there ao we hav no 
R1ght to e content . • • R1ght and not might fl.aj 
• • the Law. JS 

Of ooure, Taylor ,oan hardlJ be expect d to have been abl. to 

predict th• horror ot the Induatr1al evolution. But. although 

1t ma7 be 1nT141oua. it 1 also reasonable to a or1b so• ot 

a lor•• oont1nuous popularity with the 1ddle elaeaea through­

out the eighte nth alld n1nete nth oentur1es 1n part to th . 

arguments which could be drawn fro h1s books to s~ppreas any 

1mpert1nent qu at1on1ng or God' rov14 nee. Desp1te all the 

preaching ot charity and interdependence wh1ch TaJlor 41d 1n 



hie pract1c d. vot1onal han boo•• 1t •• • pro bl• tha 

th 7, be1 cone 1 d lthln th or ot pre-1nd trial 

eocl ty· wh1ch • o oter1aed b7 etatlo 0011 t r of 

x ded .1nah1p and lax' t do •• 10. 

7 h v ha ao e retarding rr ot upon tfforts ln h late 

1 ht nth nd nine nth o nturl a to 1 rove th cond1t1on 

of •ork and urb n pov .rty, 

'ntortunately, lt not round po a1ble to d1 -

cover conte ran ou qui alent for Col r1 •• or1t1o1a -

of T lor•• theology 1n th r t 7lor•a po11t1 1 

8()0 th-,ry, Th closet ono oo 1 to l 

wr1tt n by 1111 lake u n th r1,-1 ar of" • Thornton•• 

POI ibl71 th analo 7 

b tw en hGtmton n4 a,ylor ar ot b regard cl aat1afao-

tory be use hronton• book s not pr1nt . t11 1 27, one 

hund.t-ed and. •1• 11 U 

r aot1on to 1t p rt ctly eohoe th. o ulative err ct wh.lob 

Taylor•• polity u t hav upon nr r• .d•r who 1s not n 

1 penitent Jacobite, and horntoli' book••• ao obvioualy oon .. 

oelTed. 1n th in a arlor•• 11t1c l pr1no1pl••• a 

v 1n h1oh the paaeage or year . d ci:-..-~v of d.ynaat7 b w • n 

the to cl r1oa ha4 • 111 kept aoc ••1bl•• that p rhap• th 

substitution of 4hornton for 11.11or y b• torg1Yen. t 

lake d.1cl" • to rite a apl n tlo parodf of the Lor•• 

h-aJ'era 

Our ather 11,ru tue •• ar. who art s.ri the thy' 
ub tan 1al · t oa1 l •co 1 • v na. 
olln• to tti, or =1t1. , • ·hJ' k1 hip 
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