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THESIS ABSTRACT 

Supervisor - Dr. R.H. Roy 

Thi thesi explains the collapse of the last Con­

eervativ mini try of British Columbia under the le .der­

ship of s. F. Tolmie. Coming to office with thirty-five 

of forty-sev n seats in th Legisl.ativ Assembly in 1928, 

fter the 19JJ election the Tolmie admin1str t1on had only 

one supporter. 

To explain the oau ee of euoh a complete electoral 

reversal, it has been noes ary to survey certain aep ots 

of the formation of the provinci 1 Conservative p rty and 

its early success under Riobard McBride and to portray, 

in more detail, the party's internal struggl s af.ter 1916, 

culminating in the leotion of Tolmie a provinoi 1 party 

leader in 1926. Following an analysis of the election vic­

tory of 1928 and the gove1~m&nt'e fir t year in office, 

the the is explain th effect of the Depression on the 

British Columbia goverr..ment , the increasing party dissent 

and Tolmie' s atteapt to eolv both problems by ean.e of a 

non-party Ur-ion government . The theei conclude with n 

account of the final year of th Tolmie dministr tion and 

Tolm1e's futile efforts to void p ·rty and government ool-
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lapse. 

Thie thesis argues that the disintegration of the 

British Columbia Conservative party under Tolmie was caused 

primarily by the basic l ack of unity within the party it­

self. It ia true that the Depr ssion present d the admin­

istration with a crisis which they were unequipped to re­

solve . Tolmie's leadership was not suff iciently positive 

and hie mistakes , primarily of ommiesion, did nothing to 

relieve the situation . Nevertheless, the Conservative 

partyte chronic inability to unite on a policy or a par­

ticular l eader was the basic cause of the party collapse. 

United only by its desire for electoral victory, the 

party was unabl e to resolve its internal confiiota in the 

face of eoonomio crisis. Tolmie with hi limitations of 

intellect was not the man to restructure the party or 

remedy its inherent deficiencies . It i possibl e that no 

man under t he prevailing conditions could have averted 

the disintegration of such a divisive coalition. 
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CH.APTER I 

THE BRITISH COL IA cons .. VATI PARTY 

In 1928 a reunited Bri ti h Colu. bis Oonaervative 

p rty , und r tb 1 d rahip of Si on s r Tol 1 , wept 

to an overwb 1 in.g leotoral victory , winning J5 of tb · 48 

seats in th Legisl tiv Aas bly . Contempor ry politic 1 

observ rs pr dieted an xtended period of Con rv tive rul , 

and , ore hopefully, r turn ot the" Brid prosperity" . 

By 19)2 th party and gov rn ent bad split into thre rival 

faotion nd , not urpri ingly , the Cons rv tiv p rty wae 

almost obliterated in the g n ral el ction of 19)J . fhe Lib-

ral form d th ov rn nt and the newly or aniz d Oooper­

at1 v Oo onw 1th eder tion beo me th official Opposi­

tion . During the next thirty five year , while the Oonser­

v tiv a were, for a tim , th Oppo ition nd th n a inor 

partner tn a ooali tion gov m ent, the rty never in 

thr aten d tor plao the Lib ra1 in gov rn nt nd , since 

1956, ha n.ot lected a sin l e b r to the Le 1 lative 

A Thu 1 t would ppe r th t the -p riod of 1928- )) 

wa a cri tioal one for tb arty and th elector l dete t 

of 1933 m rk a ooll p e , th ext nt o whioh ha beeome 

1nore ingly obviou ov r th ye re . 

l 
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Hiatori.oal o et on ih• Conaenative diainte -

tion bu 1 4 great atr •• on the 1nabil1 'tJ ot the fol ie 

dmini•t tton to teal etfeotively w1tb tb Gre t De Ne­

elon. 'lhe l clerahip of f ol.1111.• and h1a O binet, in oon­

traat to t t of !n a Dufferin P ttullo, bu been putt -

ularly d.enign.tec1 . l on.Ollie oriala and unlnepire . lead•r­

ehip 414 play role 1n •h• 4ete t ot th• go,,ermunt but 

1 t ia doubtful th t th••• t ton wen autf1oient to a.o-

ount for both the complete••• of that defeat or ita loq 

luting etteot . en a ounol".Y glanoe t the h1atory ot 

the Brt'ilab Columbia Oonsew tive p ny 1.ndioat•• that 1, 

had nev r been a oohffi •• organisation. In ti••• of eoo­

nomio proapenty 1te pft(lllat1a enabled 1t to gOT.m •t~ 

teot1Tely , b\lt PFOYide4 no bon.4• With wbi b tb• p rty 

euld tao• any c11-,1a:lve ettuation. !be enem1ty of the eoo­

no lo orteia ot the 19)0 ' • h • o'baour• th• lee, that the 

Tolmie admini.et tion• ••Pi it 1 te l• i•lative ~ol"l t:, • 

wae b ed on an inher•n"ly eatable tounde.tton. Retleoting 

tht lack ot any tra41 tion ot fixed p ny l ~al ti•• or clet­

•nnee ,o formal leadenblp 1n British Ool ab1a; ,her te 

ot th• '!·olmie SOY eat an4 th• ConaenatlTe pan, r.veal• 

oh 'bout the non-, rty po1it1oa of the Jl'OY1notal •l•o­
torat•• 

! he intro ·uo~ion. ot pan, aftlli ti.on• in Brtti•h 

Colw1ibl wa8 o r tivel.y " en, aevelop:aent. hd•nll7, 

pnor to 1896; oandiclatea were mini terialiah , not part1 
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loyaliets. 2 To s ome extent, this was al.so .true ot provin­

cial politics although personal allegiances and priva te in­

terests too exerted an 1nfiuenoe. Broadly speaking, t he idea 

of supporting a particular party w1 thout regard to i t e lttad­

ershi p or its i mmedi at e policy was an alien viewpoint in 

Briti sh Columbia. 

Nevertheless , by 1902, all of them jor pol.1t1oal 

groups i n t h province, the Conservatives, the Liberals and 

t he Provincial Progressives, a tempor ry farm.er-labour al­

liance, were meeting in convention with the declar ed ob­

jective of ~ontesting the next provincial election on a 

party baeia. The primary motive for t his movement was the 

desire to achieve political and economio s t ability after 

t he province had five admi ni s trations wi t hin four years.) 

I n addition ther was pressure from t he Li•utenant­

Governor, an ex-federal cabinet m1n1s t er.4 Suffering from 

chronic budget de!ici ta and cona"tan.tly erratic administra­

tion , t he provincial politicians saw in t he introduction 

of party ties a nieana of overeoming their problems. 

Despite the logic of the 1tuat1on and t he approval 

of the Conservative convention at Revel s toke in 1902, t he 

formation of a provinc i al Conservative party was not a sim­

ple matter. The party 's "old guard" , which included Premier 

E. G. Prior and ex-Premiere J. Dunsmuir a11d O. A. Semlin , 

were not prepared to aeleot, . for p r onal reaeons, the log­

ical choice, Richard McBride, who wae Leder of t he Oppo-
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ition and w upported by then wt der l 1 ad r , R. L. 

Bord n . In te d , th convention, tt ptin to lacate 

"many strong le nta in the p rty" nd ":void riou di -

n ion nd t pe tuou aontrov r y" 5 oho e O. E. Wil on , 

pro in nt V ncouver lawy r , though not political fig­

ur, to l d the p rty. 

Equally portent , the convention filed to enunc1-

at ny cob rent polioi or politic l prino1pl which 

would indio t . pe nent di t1nct1on b tw n 1 t and th 

Lib ral.s t the prov1n~1al 1 v 1 . Bee u of thi o i -

ion , it is quit ocurat~ to t te that: 

An e in tion of party pl ttorms , re olution of loo l 
and provincial Aa ooiation • p eoh fro th Thron • 
debt e in the legi 1 tur rel al o t complete 

gree nt betwe n Lib r•l• and Con. rv tiv a both in 
theory nd in policiee. 6 

In neither le der hip nor polioy did th founding 

convention or th provincial Conaerv tiv p rty st bliah 

f1 found tion on which a t ble baeia of popul r sup­

port could b built , di tinct fro the Lib re.l party. Th 

r eult that rty lay lty b o e tt r of i edit 

policies , patron g or pr onal loy lty to a le r , 1 

which w re ubj ot to frequent int rn l diesen ion. Since 

no man could cl 1 tor pr nt t dition doctr1.n or 

1 git1 te utbor1ty, th le er bee the an who oould 

either gather ut!ioient follow ra or avoid offendin the 

party• pow r brok re . Ono h vin attained power, th 

l der t o a 1 ly int in it, n 1 po aibl t k . 



Inevitably. he ot.to4 d aom or a unable tor,, rd others 

a thy de d their wonh and support rs b o • opponents 

and , trequently , oballan •rs. 

!hi • th• aitu ,1on i h Jrit1ah Oolu bi 0011-

en tive party trom 1 t beginni • Aa Le 4er of the Oppo-

ai t1on, ride •• abl • to build the po er •• that th 

old ard had tried to 4en, ht • o e ot l:118 poai tiOD , 

th Lieutenant-Gov mor -oalled 011 Bnd, not WUaon, 1n 

190) to ton n.ew 011e . eat . Proddel by the Lieutenant­

Gov•mor? an4 by hi own ciro'U.ll81umoee, o -id-e announoe4 

tha be woul4 to a party a41JJ1ll1 tration an vould almost 

i edi tely ek el tion u he of a rel.J Oouen tive 

govemment .. 

Al thou b · Bride appoin e WU• Atto ey-Geneftl 

in an It pt to oonoilS.aie tbe old paid• th election 

nwlte 1n41oate4 th• laok of ny unity. Vu ouYer Ie-

wu able to wi n 

Viotoria.. !he :re.tuaal ot the federal ,any to WPl>l.7 any 

p 1gn ft.lade, a-£ etor Bride oonaid re reeponeible 

tor hie t ilur• to win an overall jori ty • aleo ppe re 

to he.Te resulted 

uala.s 

the oP oat i fl ot h••• • • inc11Y1 -

hl auba•11um:t e1eo,10 • Bri4t, by a jud1o1ou• 

us. ot patro •, proaper1 ~ an ereonali ty • uil an 

1DOr•••1nC11 tfi 1 , poli~loal h1n• whioh won 29 ••• • 
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in 1907, )4 in 1909 and 40 in 1912 in a 42 seat Legi lative 

As embly. His ucoess and the pa sage of time eliminated 

the internal oonfiiot with th old guard but new contes­

tants for the led rship continued to pp ar. The most imp­

ortant challange to MoBrtde' po ition. came from Sir 

Charles Hibbert Tupper and Willi m Jobn Bow er. Though orig­

inally rooted in policy d.ifferenoes, the attacks of the e 

men illustrate the ea e with which party dis nt can be­

come open rebellion in a party which h s no clear-out poli-. . . 

tical prin.oiple other than pr gmatism. Also, the tact that 

both of thee men, though not llies, represented urban 

Vancouver uggests that part of British Columbi 'polit­

ic 1 conflict have their roots in the still unresolved 

problem of etropolitan-rural bal no .9 

Any discussion of British Columbi politic from 

1900 to 1928 mu t deal with the infiueno of Sir o. H. 

Tupper, ven though the material for a oomplet aeae e­

ment are unavailabl. The son of th doy n of the federal 

Con ervative party, Tupper h d been member of the feder­

al cabinet of okenzie ~owell and Sir Charles Tupp r. In 

om Oon ervative circle, he had been th logical choice 

for federal 1 ader aft r the retirement of hi father but, 

for a variety of r a on, p rhap the mot important being 

hi name,10 he was passed over in favour of Bord n. While 

remaining on friendly terms with Bord n, Tupp r 1 ft polit­

ical life, moving to Vancouv r to pr otise l w. From 1902 
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to 1905 b aupport .. Br1d Wl'til th y ol bed ov r th 

prov1.no181 gove:r.i·. mnttint • policy ot d _ iiii.et r t n oo&l 

1 aeea.11 le the tol owing aa•••• ent ia largely aup.. 

poeit1on, it 10 area onable et t 

:ruptu~e. 

~e dif!erenoe of opinion botw · en the two men 1 
of cona1c1e bl• more i ortanoe than th• merit• ot 
he iahe. !upper l>e11oved he hould ooou ,- . ope­

oial o . 1 tio . , a son ot elder f; th•r to th i Bride 
. ovem ent • wh-o would consult hi and _ . us ot 

111 ex rie11oe. It• 1 have had l•aclenb.ip aa'bittor,e 
of Brid • • f'ollow . tbougtl"t hill oppo i• 

,1011 to Bnde et e4 tro jealouq at being paaeed 
ov r. i-o bly pp r re ried . Bri.d in xi, -
rien.oe atriplin and lt •• lnnil ble t t !upper•• 
rather 1nl oa'ble eraonality would cl h "1th 

Bride. lZ 

By 1908, when -th• provincial. Ooneen ti• ,any 

oved to deny Tupp r a federal nomln t1on in Vancouve:t, 

Tupper oved too en oppoaition to the• Bride- BoweeP. 

Green aaohi e• . l) In the provincial general election• ot 

1909, 1912 1916, h p r oamp gnet.1 . trenuoual.7 apinat 

the Oonsenat1ve ovemment and in auppori of the Liberal• • 

!hat auob p nent Oonaervat1•• could t ke euch . atan4 • 

toeue an example for 41• ruatl 4 riy n'bere , What-

ver hi• aotive• in retuatnc to aoo• t ihe official pan, 

l cSerehip• he provided a oral approbation tor aWlar 

ctioaa on the part of younger, l •• 1lluetrious rebel• • 

01.amul ttvel7 , hpp r•• eontri'buti n ~o tbe Britiab Oolu -

'bia p n1 well have been to contim tb tdea • t pro-
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vino1 l p rt7 tie w r lee bindin more viol bl th&D 

those at the teder 1 l vel . 

A strong r but mor oonventionBl. ob llenger to 

cBride • e le derahip va • J . Bow r , 14 An aggr a1 ve m m­

b r tro V noouver with ti.rm control ot th party organ-

1 tion in that r a , Bovs r toroed oBrid to i nolude h 

in th cabinet by threatening to ere tea part1 plit. From 

1906 on, Bow er raduall7 eeumed the po ition of second 

1n oo and , handling much of th inistrativ detail of 

the government and ing the unpopular d oieiona wbioh 

cBride avoided . As lons a,a the prov1nc . r 1ned prosper-

ous and oBrid popul r , Bo r wa loyal but contentious 

upporter but, by 1915 , with th gov mment obvi0'1aly 

weakening, be pl yed a proninent rol in fore i ng oBride ' a 

resign tion nd bi own elev tion to Pr 1 r . 

Despite its esive jority, the Oonaerv tiv gov­

ernment wa on the verg ot coll pse t the beginniug of 

the 19lS Legial tive es ion . Bove r ttacked ov r the 

failure ot the Dom1n1on Tru t Oo p nyJ w. B. Ross, , ini -

ter of Land and a Bows r inti , waa criticized for th 

sale ot Crown land to p cul tor J fho a Tylor and 

Pric Ell i son, ini t re of hblio orka nd _ n oe r a­

P oti vely , were publicly c ati d by Con erv ti v 

backbench r for mi us of public tunda . While gu1lty of 

no ore th nan in 1eoretion, 11 on toroed tor 1gn 
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by oBrid, nd Bow er b o ini ter of Pin nee . The gov-

ern ent ppe rd to be lo'!f'lY collapsing b c uae of int r ­

nal weakn as . 

Thi imprea ion was mpb iz d when report p­

p red of a cauou r volt . ppr ntly on rcb 2, Bowser 

fift en Cons rvativ • L. A.'a natly r tu d to 

back . Bride • propo · l to inore e gov mm nt lo na ~o 

th P oific Great tern Railway . Th 41 eid nts thr at-

ned to run in the f'orthoo ing election aa Independent • 

thu splitting th vote . De pite oBride ' publio announo -

ment that n el otion would be called to ettle the i eue , 

the party r bela r t\t d to back. down. cBride wa toro d 

to oano l tbe bill to aid th railway and tb election. 15 

Aft r fiun-y of activity during which he filed to ab e 

Bow er•• . upporter, eBride went on an extend d tour to 

th United State . 

In bi bsenoe, public disapproval nd party dis­

array spread . h gov rnment wa und r cont nt ttao for 

it r ilur to d al with th oono ic r o ion. Reform re 

w r nr ged at d mand1ng prohibition and t eutt 

the dmini tr tion•e r tu 1 to 1 pl m nt th ir proposals . 

Bow r ' e powers and a bitions w r growina and b began to 

hint he would soon "be in po ition to decide the gov rn-

ent • policy. "l6 Despit tb wealme a ot the govern nt , 

most Br1t1 h Columbian w re rpris .d by th December 15, 

1915 announce nt of cBrid ' r aignation mi r , his 
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aoceptanc·e of the position of Briti sh Columbia's Agent­

General in London a.nd his re(? ommendat1on that Bowser be 

asked to form the government . 

In retrospeot, McBride ' s action can be justi f i ed . 

Si gns of politieal trouble were writ ten in every s trike 
agitation or anti-al ien demonstration , in every bank­
rupt real-estate oompany, in eYery railroad worker,;out 
of a job . Reform movement s clamouring for t he prohibi­
tion of li~uor and t he female vote had become unbear~ 
able. There was still the quarrel with Bowser and 'the 
wounds of the Marc h eauous which he felt had challenged 
his leadershi p . There was still a bleak program of re­
trenohment ahead . These factors when added to Sir Rich­
ard ' s personal reasons and his failing health. afford 
strong ind1oations of why he chose to resign.17 

But, at the time , both the manner and timing of 

McBr1de 1 s resignation gravel y weakened t he Oonservative 

party • . Bowser was extremely unpopul ar wi t h t he reformers 

and labour in partioul ar,18 and the public and t he party 

in general. As one of McBride' s oorre.apondents accurately 

commented, 

Without you at t he head of the government, Dick, 
Bowser woul d have as much chance as a snowball in 
Hell. He it is who bas r i sed ' the temper of the 
people to the breaking s t rain , and it i s not too 
much to say that they are willing to t ake any chance 
on anybody so that t hey c oul d get t hrough with him.19 

To t hi s distrust wa added the suspicion , voiced 

frequently by Tupper , that eBride' s resignation was t he 

r esult of a coup d 'eta~ by Bowser and t he Vanc ouver machine ~ 

What about Sir Richard cBri de and the Judas Iscariot 
who sold him? Who is t his little Kai ' er who attempted 
to read out of t he party Conservatives who dare to 
have opinions of their own? 
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eaben we:re ol1.t1oal of Bov .. i-•• enaptioa ot power wi-th­

eut haYinS o.all 4 1.eadeN.hlp oODT•ntion. Alr · 7 unpo · -

lar with th gen ra1 publio• Dowser, t · e4 with mounting 

p rt 41nat1 ~ otton. a.a 1n an unffiabl pos1 t1on. 

Prom the • rt b 1m ti • nen,., w•re afJ81n t 
bia. He vu being 'blame« 1011 all of S1r Richart ' • 
aietak•• and ctven on41 t to,. ne>.11• of Sir Riohard •s 
ebara, th• aeapego t to• ffer,th1 fl"01ll he ••»n• ­
a1on to p 'tronag11t. ople t lt be •• h iq on to 
power u4 an e1ect10ll wu long overdue. ~ large 
m 3oriiy tUl enJoyed by th Cons" t1ves wae be­
l1ued. to lM lnlt a muk tor the party ' • real dntae. 21 

In a •••P• · :le efton to NYive the flagging pany 

poeition, Bovaer attempted to ~•-organise the 0 b1net to 

•tnngthen the adminiat tion. Retaining trqlor ancl Ro•• • 

hoot the miniaten who ha4 been attaoked in the laat •••­

aion, he 'brought 1n three oute14en , A. o. lwaertel t ot 

Victoria u ieter of Pinanc•1 o. E. Tiadall ot v·ane01ffer , 

Publlo Wo:r]Q,J and L, • 0 pbell of Roa•lan4_. n••• while 

promoting only one baokbeneh••• While the t.hne nn Minia­

t ·n were well napeote4 , 22 the1r appoinbente p:toYed to 

be · tao tic al err r . ot only had . ow r 1n41eate4 a 41•­

truet in the o · a litiea ot the Oonaervat1Ye 'baokhnchen 

but he ha expoae th• gweftUln't to three by- el'90t1on• 

before the opening ot the Z,.gtalati•• Aenmbly. U. had pro­

v14e4 a to:nnn tor publ1o orttiote of the aov•n.uaet and 

tor the ver, real riak that any 4etea-t would be couiderecl 
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a r pudiation of th govern nt . 

01 rly the Liberals nd Tupper wer w r of the 

pos 1b111t1 a . Oa. paigning with t rvor, fupper a k d . l 

true Con rv tive , 

to driv ho power tbis ovemment which h 
graced the Province ffl:l. d which ha b en the 
tool of dventurers . ZJ 

di -
rvile 

Th election 1! .sulta were dis atroue . Botb Tiadall 

and .numertelt wer d tented by the Lib rals . Campbell won 

by the unoonvincing m 'l"gin of nine vote • Tb Lib re.la now 

bad voice in the Hou e with which to barasa the govem­

ment and wer bl to argue that th government bad lost 

the oon.fid no of the province ' • mo t populoua are -a , Vic­

tori and Vanoouv r . 

The 1916 L lat1v ea ion saw the d ini ,tration 

increasingly di or dited, th Con erv tiv party or dis­

organized nd the Liberals ore confident . Bo er ' govern­

ent suffered con.st nt att ck on th qu ation of ill gal 

voting in the recent by-el ction and unautboriz d paym nt 1 
1 

~ 3A'<,J. 'i) , , 
to the P. O •• The Lieutenant- Governor , E. G. Prior , was 

convino-ed th Cons rvati ve would be d te ted in the 

coming election. 25 

By the beginning of th el otion e p ign in July , 

"the oounoil ot tb Oons rvativ , party were ins parably 

divid d . "26 0v r the ntire provino were candidate 

runnin in oppo ition to Bow r und r th 1 b l of I peri 1 

Oona rv tivea, Ind pend nt Oonoerv tivee nd eBrid Oon-
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aervativee . f h• Oona•" t1v·• oan<Jida •• in Victoria were 

declared opponent ot Dowser and , in VanoouTH', a group of 

Young Oonaen tiv" ttempted to block ih• nomination ot 

Bower and hie ottio1 elate. When the •l•otion reaulte 

were announced , only eight Oonaen ti.Tea w•r• elected and 

l oweer ~u t baNly :nt inecl hie · . aeat . The Liberal• won. 

thirty-tiv aeata to form their ti.rat a4ain1at tton. 

fh• 1916 cle~•at ot the Bowa•r .govel'mlent bean a 

remark \>le •1.U r1'7 to that ot ! olmi.e ill 19)). In both 

oaaee , th• p Ft7 had eol1 l•c1•1 tive aalonty. but , 

faced with eoon ie oria1e , waa torn by inte.rnaJ. d1aaent . 

Se9111ingl7 unable to acr•• on pollo1ea , the Oonaen ti.TH 

att q .d their leader and , by doi ao, deetroye4 their pop­

ular image aa a etable government . In a proY1noe ore eon­

oe:med with the intenanoe ot economic pNe eritJ' than 

p ri7 ti••• the Oouenati••• l oat the auppon ot tb non-. . 

partiaan voter who pNg11&tloallJ 1ough1I stable and ettioieat 

gov l"Dnlent . Le enhip, while appaftntl7 th• aaloJ" 1• ue, 

waa not th• oat.tee of defeat . Br14e , Bowaer and folmie , 

· 11 ••17 41tterent , wen eoactemn.ed when the pJ"OYinoS.al econ­

omy became epnaae4. Onl7 in time ot eoonnio prosperity 

were the7 or the party oa,abl• of nemtng. 
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the Neult ot 'tbe 1916 pnv1no1al election d11110D­

■t · tecl ihat th• eleotorat• hac1 only partially cepte4 

he 1 ea ot pol1tio partiaanabip. Ae in oth r re• ot 

Wea1e:m Canada, the ocma1a,ent rt7 vote tor •ither the 

CouenrtiYea or :ttbel'Bla ••• inauttteient to eleot a 1n­

emment lffll••• th• oppoa1t1cm. wu f'raillentecl . o win a lea 

ielat1•• •3ority, the party had to ain the · ppon ot 

th unoomaltid Yot•r who••- to hne 'hen ohie.fl.7 oon­

oernd wtth the aailltenanoe ot eoon 10 and politic.al at -

l>t.11 ty. Aa illuet :te4 b7 th• fate ot tbe Pr0Yinc1al any, 

thia noa-part1•• YOte vu ncrt atrong •nougb to tleoi a 
, . (? 

third pari7 'b\at 1 t ooul . an4 414 tnaure pol11ioal •t.otort( ~ . 

I.rid• , S.ded bJ a. period ot econ o tr,ana1on, 

I 
..I 

had 'been alll• to ntain the -nppon of •hn• poll ti.cal 

mav•n.ou . Atter ht•, part1·• • d•I• :t , Bower•• tuk vu to 

regain 1ibie poatt1on • .ta en admiltiatn.tor he bad bea ••­

oial""• and ettioient , but ih1• tau oalled tor a1>111,1ee 

ot tact , eonolliatlon ntl p•nu••ion, none ot whioh wen 

Bow••r•e tone. Hie in 1>111ty to take ad• • t • ot ihe IJ.b-

14 
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eral unpopularity over then xt eighty are increased party 

dissent. The Con ervative party pl1t led to the formation 

of tne Provinoi l Party and, indirectly, to the selection 

of Tolmie as the l ader of fatally diauni ted organiz tion. 

To ass ss Tolmie' Premier hip, it ie first nece ary to 

outline the party confiict prior to his election a Oon­

servativ leader. 

Squabbling among th Conservatives tempor rily 

oe sed after the 1916 deb ole. Many di sident lef t the 

party, eith r dropping out of politics or supporting the 

Liberals, as did Tupper. No doubt, some Conservative, not 

willing to weaken the party in the fac of overwhelming 

Liberal dominance, support d Bowser unenthusiastic lly. In 

addition, t he over-riding importance of World War I, the 

formation of th Union Government and the introduction of 

consor1pt1on tooused attention away from provincial party 

politics. 

The convention of the British Columbia Conservative 

Association, held in Vancouver at the end of September, 1919, 

w~s clearly a meeting of the faithful without the clash of 

enthusiasms. Bowser wa elected party leader by oolama­

tion and his thirty point pl tform was accepted without de­

bate. Ae th Viotoria Colonist suggest d, th oonventio.n 's 

purpo e wa to ratify the exiting lead rehip nd begin 

the reorganization of the party in prepar ation for a provin­

oi l general el ection.l In t hi r pect, the conv ntion was 
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not a ooneplououa aueo•••• In -the 1920 eleot1o th• Oon-

enativee in.ore their repre mt tion to tounHn but 

aid not im,rcwe their popul r vot . 2 !he election reaulte 

ahowea a growina dia1Uu•1onment w1 th the Liberal.a an4 a 

oontinue4 repu 1 ,1on of th Oon.enatlve party an 1 ia 

t tint . 'began to aount. 

By the beginning ot 1922. ln'lental. 41aaent 1Moame 

pul>l1o . fh• Vio1oria Colgi1t . acting 1n ite aelf-appotntN 

role • the oonaoienoe ot the Oonaenat1ve pany • ttacte4 

the pany•a lack ot propul an orpntsat1011. ) A ma l>er ot 

oonet1•eac7 ueooi t1ona quiok17 tum thia into a 41reot 

ttaok on the leadenb1p. the V noou.-er Youq Ccmaenat1Yea 

narrowly defeated a otion oal.l1n tor Boweff"'e reaignatlon 

an4 atnok • ooai """ to 41.acua• their oompl int• w1 th the 

leader. 4 the lamloopa Oonaenat1••• • aoon after. aem1maect 

owaer 'be npl oe4 . S After hearing the r•port of their ooa­

itt••• the V couYef' IO\ffl8 Cona•nativea eohoet th1• 

4emama . 

Reeolve4 tbat tble raee'iing go on NOord •• being 41•­
• t1eft.ecl with • v. I . 13owaer•• nply to tbe Yowtg 
Conaen t1vea in wldoh Ile ••t tonb hie new w1ih 
regard to the le de:rabip of the Oou.enat1•• ,arv, 
ad that .ieo be tt reaolved t t tbie uaool tlon 
ta.kt illlled1ate •i•J• to turthes- or,an1•• the Oon••r-
Tative party on 9\J.Oh 11••• attraot to lt all 
aeotion• of the pu'blto wbiob aaz· be oppoae4 to tile 
pr••• L1benl admin1 · tioa.fj 

In aotual ti t • the 1 tter 

wae a co pr i • •ubet1tuted for 

of the re•olutton 

. ob atr er reaolu-
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tion calling for the organis tion of 1 electors through­

out the province who could support ne1tb r the Liberals 

un.der Oliv r nor Bow er. fhe idea w a to rally auttioient 

aupport at th . com1n Oona rv tive annual convention to 

depo e Bowser nd t ke control ,of th p rty obin ry rather 

than to organ1s new party . ? 

Bowser summarily rejected thee• d nd , •~suing 

that only proYincial oonvention could req~eat hie reeig­

nation. By a c roely fortuitous oo1nc1dence, the edition 

ot the Ooloni t which carried Bowe er • a reply aleo edi ton­

ally ttacked the "drift, delay &lld hesitancy" in the . 

party and called tor "rejuvenation, n w polioiea and a new 

platform. "6 Although a number ttt o'tb r Ool'iS-erY tive aaaooi­

ations voic d support for Boweer, 1t was obvious th t the 

August convention would e e le d rabip cont eat . 

The die 1dents' probl m was to find an alternatiYe 

leader who oould ati fy the d nd tor ehan e without com­

pletely alienating the regul ·r p rty auppor-ve.r • t he ost 

trequen.tly mention d poaeib111tiee were two Br1 t1eh Columbia 

Conaettative Members of Parli ent, Si on Pra r !olate9 and 

U nry Herb rt Stevene . 10 Tol i, however , re.tueed to atand; 

S·tevens b itated until th 1 t oment, then oee.pted un­

enthueiaatio lly . H told th conventions 

Up to lat night I had steadily retueed to llow my 
n · e to go down tor t he. no 1nat1on. Several del ga-
tion have repeat dly aake to accept th nomina-
tion . Last night • however , very repre ent tiv dele­
gation co posed of en tro 11 pal"'te of th province 
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begged me to b come o nd1date . In fac of their in­
aiateno , I could not very well retu e . I informed the 
d legatio11

1
that , if nomin t d , I would allow '11.'f.Y name 

to stand . 1. 

Bowser• poaition, alre dy pow ' rtul b o use of hia 

control of th p rty organiz tion , a further tren thened 

by th victory of the Cons rv tiY candidate in th Oran­

brook by-election on uguat 20 . D pite the rumbl ing of 

discontent , Bow r still ret ind considerable upport , if 

not affection. 

Pledged years ago to lend their support to Bow er , 
many delegate• , oonvinoed in their own mind · th ta 
obange of leadership alone would save tbe p rty trom 
orumblin into oom,let wreck, found the eelves in 

dilemma fro vhioh tb-ere waa r110 eacape. Despite their 
better judgment , the7 dieeovered no way to vade prom-
1aea made long go. 12 

In an attempt to ov room the machine ' power , o • 

• Woodwortb13 .d John N leonl4 introduc d r solution• 

demanding t t 60 or 70,, of th oonvention vote be re­

quired to confirm the position of the leader. elson, 

long- time critic of Bova r , rgued that "the n who ia 

elected ae lead r of the party will not t to think be 

ha bare Sl~ b bind him. "15 It wa no u e . Th r aolu-

tiona were defeated and Bow er re-eleote party leader 

with 252 votes , 51. B; ot the total . Stevena had 201 and 

s. L. Howe16 had JJ . Defeated over tb leader hip , the dia­

siden.t Oonaervative did in control of the pro'Vinoial 

as oci tion . R. L. "Pt" itland ,17 one of the Vanoouv r 

Young Oonaerv tive , wa 1 ot d president and elson , 

vioe- pr ident • .Althou h thee victories meant little 1n 
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the1Uelv••• wh•n ooabine4 wi'lb t he n now . r n ot Dower' • 

Yio'1017 • -tbq d out · . ted i t lll&D7 part1 • bera were 

•••tl••• and 41•• t1et1e4 . 

In -tb• opinion of••• oba•nen, the IN•tntion 

ot the . ti-Boner Oonaen ti Yea at the 1922 oon•ntion led 

41reotl7 to tb• to · tion ot the Prartno1al .ny. 17 !rh• 

orsaat•ation ot 'bi• , ,._ party, however, •• equall7 •-

p_endent on the IDOT _._ ot he Uni 'lied JuaeFa ot Bri tl~h 
r' 
Qolu bia tato the t1el.d ot 1reet ol1tlo8l action. It 1• 

to the union ot th••• wo •»•· and th•• nlng aetiY111ea 

of the Pro-rtno:l Pa,rty that attention t now l»• tum.eel . 

fht UPBO ha4 exietecl •1no• 191? · • an politic 1 

o:rpn1aatlon io r pl'e■ent t h• tn'l•r••'• ot the t rme:n. 

While 1nd1Tl '1al loe • bad WIGftioially aupport Pro­

er o 41.4 t•• in tecleral and pNY1no1al 

Mn 8" with ·t • actrioe ot Henrr 

Wiae oocl th t to en1er 011 ioa 41reotly would eavo7 

the ex1•ttq f: . emente . ia lllt , voo minorl:IJ , 

. ea4e4 by ll . A. Oopl d , t1 · pn•tdent in 1922, an4 eup­

port.a 'b7 the two oat 1ntluett1'1al tum Joumal• , D• 11n 
ya lams publiehed ,,, a. I . Oro • ot the Vano99Y•E Sg ant 

Jh• .Uaj,)• lNa•r edited l>7 Jobn elaon,19 oont·ende4 'tba't 

taaen owlet not impn•• their poai t1on eoonomtoally •• 

long • th•J were foJ'Oed to vote for w•tn••• domin '" 

p ri1• euob u t • Con••" lve an4 Libenla. 20 

h• it• ,11. effort• ot tbt• lldnol'itJ , th• uno annual 
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oonvUl'U.on in January , 1922 dee14.ed that th• central oi-pnt­

•atlon would not ea.gap 1n politic 1 activity but vwl4 tora 

a o · it.,.•• ot tb proTinoial •xeoutive to enoourage l ooale 

to auppon euitable can414at•• • fhia O · 

oee41a ita powers , iseued a propoaed platfona for a new 

party on April lS and , on June 20 , Ooplan4 an4 hn Red 21 

annoanoe4 , t 1a,ur-hognea·1Ye pan, would b• orcauc• 

to implement the eugeeted pl t.form. 22 lfo turthe·r acts.cm 

••eu te ha•• been taken until B'o'fflllber )O, vhell a •poup 

ot fourteen ineurgente•2J m•t an4 appointed a o rman and 

a pan7 organiser. 

The eontaot betwe•n the antiJowaer OoneenaU••• 

ant the faner a4Yooatea o~ polti:t.oal aotion appe :re to 

ha.Ye been leleon. 24 il 'tboup formally- a Oon••n 11Ye, be 

decried the 1aportano• of party ti•• in Br11'1ah Oelwabia, 

oontnd1 . that the 

1ntr04uot1on ot party line• 1n provtnclal poitt1•• 
vae . tter · ore ot •••Ii.ency tban ot oonrtotlon .• 
• • •. Pa1l•anabip 1n !ri ti.ah Oolubia today 1• an, 
•xot1o • .5 

A.a •41 tor of the otticial UJBO 3nnal , 'fh! 11nijed 

Jerm•E• be ha4 supported the idea ot 1n4•p•n4•nt polttloal 

aoilon. At the Ooueen -tlve ocm-venticm be bad 'been a Tebe-

ent oppoae:nt of Bovaer and one ot the leaden ot ihe affe­

ment to depoae hia. Whatne~ the exact ••quence of nnta, 

by ».o ber Belaon •• oleael7 . a1001 iN ¥1th jor-G•ntral 

Alexander J)uno ll e26 la plannin to Iona a nw pl'O'f'in-
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cial political p rty. 

:As a pr paratory step, 'lC a. . ho t d l ot cU.n-

ne:r in Vancouver on Dece ber 22 where be revealed to a 

group ot pro inent en a pl to unite the t rmers Md re-

b lliou Oon ervati vea into a single rty . By th end of 

th evening, the meetin6' • lect d ix oele ate to t 

with the farm rs to propose a unified effort. Tb delega­

tion, oonaiat1ng of oRae, N laon, Peroy Bengougb27 and 

thre Vanoouv r buain.eas en, John Nixon , G. B. S•n\kle.r and 

J . R. • Dunlop, travelled 'io Vernon the following onth • 

.A.t'tor • . ting wi.tb the V noouver deleg tion , the 

political co itt e ot the UFBO voted itself out or exiat­

enoe nd greed to join provisional ex outive , cont ining 

eight fa · er and ix businessmen, to b gin the or an1zat1on 

of a third provineial politic l party . 28 ~bis n. w executive 

1mm 41 tely pre nted tent tiv manite to to the uimo con­

vention but were un bl to in ot!ici.al upport . Al though 

som . ember were in favour of th new rty nd it ideas 

of politic l rotorm, threw a much opposition. In ari , 

thi ete ea fro thos who alr ady bad political tiea or 

did not believe the organi t1on should nt r pol1t1oa t 

all . Equ.all.y import nt the euepicion, b red by many 

Briti h Columblane , that then w p rty wa 

or g 1nins power for a few of its leaders • 

r ly meane 

. oat of thi uspicion s d1r oted ga1nst eR 

nd Bel on and wa eaiduouely cultiv ted by their oppo-
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nenta . ,cR e aoou ed by Liberal.a nd Oon rv tive of 

hoping to buy hi w y to . ucoe in politic by upplying 

o t ot th tunda for the new party . According to the Parm 

and Boe, competitor, Nelon waa not ti tied with 

b v1ng hi journ l adopt d aa the U BC or n but bad lso 

hoped it would b come th otfioi l Oon ervativ p per. 

When tb 1922 Coneerv tiv . convention tail d to ocept hi 

propo al , be left th party nd sought an lt :rn tiv . 29 

How juet these oritioiama wer ia now impoaaible to ascer-

tain. Wbil personal bitiona play d rt , they do 

in any politic l ct1vity, the !o tion of the Provincial 

Party lao refi ot d an inor 

oth r political p rt1 

port of which p rt app 

in disillusion nt with the 

ttraot oonaid r bl 

int r t d.Jo 

In pit of th et-back t the UPBC convention , 

then w party quickly be n to build support . Under the 

chairmanship ot oRae , the exeoutiv held banquet t the 

Hot 1 V noouv r at which the ropo ed platform was e:x-

pl ined to oup of ix hundred pro in nt buein a men , 

1 bour leadere nd fa r .Jl By nd l rge, the pl ttorm 

called toz r to and the eli n tion of p rty machine pol-

1 tio . Spe k ratter p ker rgued that British Ool bi ' • 

tinancial problem were the r ult or th oynio 1 b r-

g 1n1n tor vote inb rent in th p rty ay te~. Th olution 

1 yin the organim tion of non- rty union whioh would 

concentrate on th eticient age nt of the provincial goY-
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enuaent , re._.. .... tq aloof from federal politics. So euc­

o•••tul wu the ppeal ot the . pe ere t t ~be meetin . 

toned an a4naory Coll8littee ot One Hunued to b\1114 

pr<>Tince-w14• orpn1 tlon. 

Dtal'ing ihe next few ontbe, Bae and hie uaooiatee 

addreaae4 m etinge throughout Britt•b. 00111 bl , enoou11-

teri.ng "va?'Tinl d•sn•• of enthuaia••" • )2 While it ia 111-

poaeiole to us••• 'the aotual etteot ot thia tour, it sa•• 
the new p ny a gre :t d•al of publ1oity. hr e-..ple , 

la•'• ohallenge to Pre 1er John Oliver to deb te the quea­

t1on of th• nceaeive provincial 4•bt an4 Ol1ve7 ' • 1n41 -

rtant rejection ot the propoaal ma4e he line• 1n the ma~or 

provincial newapap ra . ~h•N 1• llt'il doubt th t the obief 

obleot1Ye of the tour waa 'lo pu'bl1o1•• tbe new ot the Pn­

Yiaoial Pan7 4 tu penon ity ot it• l• c:ler. In thi• 

reapeot, 1t vaa a euooeaa . 

· en the deteotion of l . A. Armiabaw, a prom1n•t 

a voe te of poli tic aotioa by the ta en and one ot the 

ori in exeout1Te ot th• Provtaoial :,any, 414 not••• 

to hinder the o:rgan1aa.t1onal clr1Y • Announoing hi• re•i,a­

atin, Aniebaw 4eol red th t t 

the new pan, ie clireot ••• of th oont14eno• 1 t 
•ought from \he rmen an 1• a gJ.santio attempt to 
exploit nol only the ti · r• but the ¥bole Prffin:oe 
aa well •••• Thi• i• no people ' • mOY ent. )) 

He tailed to take larg nwab r ot lumen with 

hi .. 4 the wam1ng he tried to giYe wu aoon rowne4 by a 
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e\tat 1n,a an4 en ordinaJ.'tl,y prof•••1 nal publioitJ' oam­

P 1 • 

hu o 

to~ rt1ole on General • Bae and the Provinoial arty' in 

-==~~J..=-.:11.111~ .• '4 While it oon~ine4 little ot eub•tanoe, 

oontentlng itNlf with attao1t1n1 the ext.....--.ano• of th 

•014-lin•" part1•• 1n oon~raat to h• eft1olenc7 4 •­

•trate4 in Bae• a oareer., 1 t 414 oauae ••• ppr•baaion 

ao P8Ft7 po11t1o1au 1n Briliab Columbia. tional pub-

11c1t7 ot th1e nature in4toate4 the new poup waa not juat 

an grepi1oa of teura u ba4 been tile .Pan ant Laboul" 

p rt7 1n 1920. !be PFov1noial Party obYlouel.7 had the aup-

port of Jmowl geable pol1t1o 1 tiguna publioieta. )S 

!b1a tm»r•••ion • oonf1nae4 with the app nnce, 

in tbe • aonth, of a 1utvapaper-at1l• b:rO&deheet , ZU 
Sgpblipt. A thoroughly proteaa1onal pu'bl1oat1on , it tea­

tuNCI atten~ioa- bbin ua4111l• an olnerly Wl'ltten ar­

t1olea cou led wit •tteotivel7 preaented chana, 41agJ'IUP 

and quot tiou. lt• aole purpo••• 4 on• to which it 

riglcll7 adhere • io pnaent the Yieva ot the Pro'Y1no1al 

P "7• Wbile it is impoeaible to Yerity T}!f Seuo~l aht •e 

clai to Te equalled the oiroulation of the VM929I•J' 

lrorlno•,• 1 t 1e not ent1r•l7 Ulll1lcely. By • t 

4drea•opep!l bln•• and tree ieiJ1.\Nt1on , Bae vu 

bl• to direct th! earpJAS.ffh! to a w14• and r•• one1•• 

u4lenoe. l6 
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• oontent of D• Searcbliqt vere w•ll an4 oue­

tully o ordinate4 to preaent a caae tor el otin e reto.l"JD• 

flind•d noa- p rtiaan poup. Baaing 1,e 1;taok on tb timm­

oial mine.nag _ ent ot pronnoial att ire with panioular 

emp •1• on tt oonatNc•tion of th Pacitto Gn 1 Eaeiem 

Railway, th publioatlon eoupt to 4 l>oth the Llbenla 

and the Oonaen ti:t'ea under th elo1an ttJ\at Ol1Y•T out encl 

4on •t let BowaeJ' u .• In ffe17 1•n• th••••• • wa• pr••••cl 
home that Bnti•h Colu bta politioa were in the luul4a ot 

pow•i--mtnsJ7 •• who wen only dedtoatn to r 1n1ag in 

ot.tiee and who, by their finana1al erua · pace, ba4 bYought 

the pro'rinoe to the 'brink of eollapee. 

fh• firet 1ene ••"94 .. an. iatl'Oduotton by pn­

eent.1ng, in general terma, 't aitaclt on th• two 11a3or 

pant.ea , the objeot1vea ot the PrffiMtal Pan, att4 a 4•f• 

en•• ot Molla• '• oaree-r. I••u .. too, thr • aa4 tour oarri•d 

the attaok into th e.neraiea• o 

th1• j\at1ta-raU.wa, bu114en , govemmen'I: leaclen n4 op­
poait1on chieta-llave --se4, ■o t , to bloot Judicial 
1aYett1ga't1on, to foJ>eetall or etifte pJ"Oteet and to 
maintain a camoutlage ot opposition to one another by 
1hadow box1nf on the pUbl1o platto • fh•1 have pil«I 
up halt th• eb1 of the prcrru.oe , loadt.q ever1

7
man, 

woan and obll4 1n tt with $84 ot ob11gat1ona . J 

Does any oount11,f in th• p1re oft r auob a tnv••'1" 
upon all that t• involvd in l'Ope11 pariJ govermaent? 
••• anytbiq aore etnldnc 'be oited to pr-ewe that 
pa"'7 gove em , aa 1-t ehould be un4eratoo4 d prao­
t . ed , baa otaaed to extet hi British Ool bia? fhe 
Provtncial Party i• organ1slt4 to reetore part7 ove-rn­
ment . !he Pl'OY1nc1al Liberal and Oonurv ttve machine• 
he.Ye ~oin d fore•• to maintain, not partJ govermnht , 
'but parti&a11 iawl•f to 1ntain a 41apaoetul part-
nerahip whereb7 they re trio their lo7al np-
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port r in the two part1 s1 and by their united !forte 
to prevent disolo uree and r to at the hands or the 
citizen organ1 tion, t b Provi noi 1 Party . JS 

In upport of thi indict ent, Tb . S roblight pre-

al shing critio1 of uch ov rn nt projeota a 

th South Okanagan Irrigation sobe e , the Land Settlem nt 

Board nd th Bu Dyking proj ct . oat ot the empb sia , 

how ver , wa on tb building of the P . G. E. nd ita re­

lated townaitea . In vivid and 1 p ioned prose , th n.ewa­

p per oreat d picture of gov rnment l tupidity , mia -

ag m nt , impropri ty nd u s eat d scandal b ginning under 

!ride and continuing to 1920. Ru our and fabl were art­

tully combined with fact to demon trat th alleged results 

ot part1 an iarule in British Columbi . 

Thi materi l waa not only o lcul ted to rou 

public opin1on but al o used to prove th Provincial Pr­

ty ' e contention th t the Oonaerv: tiv nd Lib ral p rtie 

in the province were in oonapir oy to d lude the leotor-

te . Quoting exten iv ly tro n wap pr r port and Leia-

lative Journ . a , Se r9hlight rgu d th t Bowser an4 Oli-

ver had con 1 tently 1el a th voter by r tu ing to ake 

public th actual ooet of these project and by needles ly 

incre sing the provincial debt . By th ue or carefully a -

1 oted material, th n w pap r" rov d" th t th two ~V 

leader b d oombin d ov r th y r to etifie debate , re­

gardle s or tbe rty ff111 tion of th qu tion r . On the 

ba ia of thi eVidenoe , The Se rcbligbt triumph ntly con.-
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oluded that election were eh b ttlae , th t th re no 

dittereno between th Conaerv tive nd Liberal parties and 

tb t there could be no i mprove ant in th · oonduot ot public 

bu ineee until both p rttes wer turned out . Thus the elec­

tion of the Provincial Party waa a neoe aity . 

The material conta ined in the fir t !our 1aauea waa 

r ly a distill tion ot infomation which had be n de 

public over the prec ding ye re . Ita republic tion at this 

time waa to create interest nd background tor rev l at1one 

to come . I eu nub r five began then attaok by pre-

anting n a.ttid vi t , supported by photoat ta o.t vouchers , 

trom E. J . Roa iter , an ex- overnment auditor. Roa•iter 

st ted in the !fid vit that tb provinoial gov m ent und r 

Pre 1 r Oliver had t iled to exercise prop r fin8l'le1 con­

trol over the expenditures o.t the Northern Conatruotion Com­

p ny wben it w a buildin as otion o · tbe P. G. E. line 

in 1919 and 1920 . According to Roaaiter, orth rn Oonatruo­

tion oon 1atently inn ted coate and cl 1 d nu eroua un­

justified and i r regular expenHa . De pite hie protests , the 

government paid these cla1me, acting on the direet in•truc­

t1one of Premier Oliver. Samples of the company ' • vooher 

for thee irregular expenaea war reproduo din The Se rob­
light a was letter f r o the Pr 1er refusing to inv st-

1 te thee oh r g e . 

Commenting on t he ftid 1t , The rohligbt con-

tend d th t 011v r ' a ction 
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o pa'ble of but on oonetNotion--th t h• ta uatng ·,,. lbia 
enterpnae , o d1Datrwe the •tandpoint ot the 
r tepayer- to entrenoh hiaeelt 1n ott1oe , while witb­
bol41ng 1nforaat1on trom Parliaaat , le•t the tact• 
voul.4 endans•r hie pGl.1tioal tortun•• • ••• fhe com-

on 1nYolv nt ot th• leader of the OppolJ1t1on an4 
hi elf ln a ain1at•r tte pt to keep the oat import-
ant f, ta tr . the people ••• 1• in wiclent and 
lencle piquanc1 to tb•1r protest ,hat the Provino1al 
P rty ie not needed . ,, 

O'by1oualy thi• waa ~b• i•su• 0%1 vbiob the ProYi eial 

Party waa ree·ting ita bopea fo.r pollt1oal gaina. x-. lla4 

3uag tb• •tteat aoeur tttl.7 . Wltb. pe t tad . • • th1e fifth 

lane wu repJ"1Jlt•4 enen t111.. . bile thia ftgqre 1n 1 t-

••lt eana 11 ttl• , theN • an. inoreaaecl 4• cl tor oopi•• 

ot The §!!£C!bl1gh;t ae vel.l •• a'iena1•• o nt 1n othel" 

1unr,.papera. 

Iell\le mmib r aix vae ch"ote4 to a fllll ooount ot 

maae meeting held in Vaaoou•er on OotQ er 29, 192). Pr•• 

aided OYer by l31rt ShowleiM> anll a44re■ee4 by hpper, 

. Bae . 4 • P. Darte41 , the ... ting unanimoualy r•••l Teel• 

!hat -tb.1• -• mee,tng of eleoton a•aembln 1n Vancou­
,...,. 4emarul• t • 1•auanoe of a Roy Commtaalon to an 
1JapaJ!'tial O Hioner or Coula•ionen tor the 1n•••­
tiption ot the obaJtgea ocmtained on go 40 an.4 41 
of Se&l"Oijieht no. S, tanecl by the Prffinoial Part7 
at B. o. 

tently retuae4 to • JlY' ction on the aeouaattona ot Th• 

§•troN,.iqt , ialD1 a1n the Prortnoial. Party and t ta le era 

• politic a4Yenturera . 4l 1'1i , in euly llcrrembei-, he a­

nounoe4 reluo tly that tilere would be an otticial au41 t 

of the P. G. B. •• 'booka . !hie 414 not eati•ty the Prarin-
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o ial Party and t h next ieeu of f.U S , iNhltet t wret 

another tftdutt h'em :P . J. Phmercty, a aub-oentnoio,­

tor North m Ooutnotioa. He clai et that the CoT•mm•r.rt 

had pa14 Bonhem Oona'bllot.icm 4,S4,ooo Gil a eri'bbiq oon-

tract whea he . 

amount . 

c1 ... the work tor ln• tharl halt ot that 

fh• Pronaolal J JtlJ '• agttattoa toat on new 

etra'"h with the open.inc ot it-• ttrat annual convention ln 

Vaaoouvei, 1n Dff•'ber. fbeN the oonv1ntia'• thh• hua4re4 

delegate• tonaally adept.ct the :plattoN pt tonari \17 Moiae 

1n Jaau_,,,.. lletleotina the 1nl1uao·e of the hognaei" an.cl 

?lon-hrtiau moYuenta oa the Prati,tee and in Or•••• an 

attempt wa• 11&4• to b.aTe th• panr adopt a ••r•tem of l•g1•­

l t1ve reo 11.44 !hi.a mot.ton•• «•t• te4 but unbe:r l" .. -

olut1on ho11 th• tlool' Jtequ11'1n all can414atee to eweaJ' 

thq wo'tlld ent•~ no coalit1oa wi'th •111 other pany, either 

'beton os- att•r "11• eleotion, waa a4opte4. Wb11• tbia 

motion too••-- te haV• owd it• tn•piration to the ho­

P•••l•• ov•mu.t, it• lflme41et• purpo1 wae to oonY1net 

the •lectont• t · t "h•r• would n no fu•1on vitb. the Con-

ho evente g8Jlent•d oona14era)l• publto1tf fol' the 

eonven:Uon. Without plor pu'bllo 1n4ioatlon, ?Iola• 

announced that, elGH he ha coatriltutH t)t,89?. '.)3 o:t •h• 

tow paJ"'tT npenau of t4?.S48.2S, be weul.4 ·not etamt tor 

•leotton aa the ,~1•• 1• er. Wllil,e tbie oame aa a nr-
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prlae to the publio and th oo ~ent1on1 one ll que -

tion whether hie 4 ialon waa aa rprt 1n« 10 t:b paJ"tiy 

executive or th solution"•• mueh a matter ot au4den 1a-

ap1 tion aa they suggested ai the ttae . -llae leotecl 

Preaid nt of th Genel'81 Aaaooiation d t e 1u•et1on of 

part1 lea4 r • left to be d o1cle4 'b7 the l egielat1Te o :Li­

ou■ tter the eleot1on.4S 

the oonventton al•o adopted a petition whioh tho 

p -r't7 p:ropoeed to eubmit to ,he Lieute-.lUU21-G-ovemeJ'. the 

p t1t1oa repeated th• ohara•• of !h9i ~earobltaht am. a44N 

the ap«tifto aooua tion that Boweer an4 William Sloan. ihe 

t.ib•ral n.tet•r of 1tu••• had aeoeptecl bl'ibta tr p•~•rm• 
-aeeeo1.a'ittd vitb the oonatr.otion ot the P. o.. • lt ftnt on 

to et te that, 

A9 a nwl t of th••• two p enta , the pr ot•n of 
the .G. E. Uw&7 O wel.'• uauna of p-rot.eotion 1n 
any vent of tbe cu1uing general election and ae 
r..-ul, of nob oontr1•t10d p.rot•ot1on ana taTo.anbla 
treatm.nt have b en fully aooora.a .46 

hem the etan4polnt of it• parilotpanta , th ooa­

venticn waa auoceaa . lleo .;U e of - . • and th• petition, 

tb.e oonv n ion Neel ved front pap ocw•rac• in all the 

metropoli tm> n.,..pa •-ra. !he party ba4 ahowa tbat 1 t hat 

a11p»or1en- 1n almo ner, ri of tbe pr-ovil1oe and tba't 

WbU --• • · re1\laal. of · be le trabip 4id not e11 n ~• 

the wlde-epn 'beliet that he oontrolled tb• pan,, th• 

oonvention had nc>t been opUl.-7 4 nated by the le enh1pJ 
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s tion l el d at er a , blllC ed b1 th publict'ty 

ot the eonven:tion, to:roed Jr ie:r OliY r to appoint · • 

Ju tioe • A. Gal.1th r ao Royal O · ia•ioner to 111Vet1-

tigate t . • ti Rnrtaa ot the p ,; G •. • 

fhe '.Royal O laaion beartnga , hel.4 during Peb-

J'\I r, and rob, oompli•hecl li 1:11 al though they 414 pro­

vide a oonatant tNam ot pul>liot '7 for t b Prcw1:ao1al 

P rt, . Int nt on kep1D1 the 1nqu1r, vitbin narrow judic­

ial l1m1ta , uet1ce Galliher oona tently ••fttaed to permit 

tbe 1ntroduoticn ot t • Prov1nc1ol Pany ' a eT14enoe on the 

ll ged brtbe17. Deapite lhe •IP e ·1ve of etton ot hp,­

per• hearaay · a rt1orouel7 exoludetl . Aa a rewl " • the te -

tiraony oon iat ot • aerie ot ocmient10l18 4 en1als 

which infl ed . ather han att ft.cl public cun l tr . 

make public denial of th o · gee.. !h v . rdict of t.be 

Roy ., Comtni 1.on r ·hat t~ 

nothing in 'th ev1d$10• 1 this enquiJ'J' to ~t the 
imput t1on 1 • t th••••• fmY'hinc 41ebo11eet. , or any 
derel1et1on 1n o.tt • or 41erepr4 oft bl1o ' • u-
tereata , or waete , ol" •xtraftg8ne• or petenof· in 
1he carr.,in out ot tb1 ,ork b1' the Gov. mmont. ,.. 

not unm:pect. d . 

Onth grou at th1 

cl e • ed. gf al.1 au pt.ct.on , 011 vor annOUtJo · provuiciel 

leotion to• Jun 20, 1924. · t obViou 11' ~he Gall1ber 
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Report had not aooompliehed it !Unction. I u number 

eight of Th Searchlight devoted it elf to a det il d 

critioism of the Royal Oommiss1on and argued that, because 

of the Oommissioner•s refusal to admit th ir vid nee, the 

charg s of th Provincial Party had be·en neither disproven 

nor refuted. Highlighting the fact that Northern Conetruo­

tion could not produce its ledgers for the critical year 

of 1920, The Searchlight implied there was a oon piracy to 

withhold information from the public. Emphaaizing th Pre­

mierts failure to xpl in the arked dtvergttnoe between t:tte 

estimated and the actual costs of construction, tbe news­

paper cast till ore doubt on the Commie ioner's oonolu­

sions. By dint of constant repetition in ap ehee and ad­

vertising, by th end of May, 

th third party, despite the finding of the G lliher 
Commission, had been euooes fUl in pl nting in th. 
m1nde of the people a strong suspicion th t beneath 
the finding lay trouble wh1oh

8
bad been killfully, 

nd d liberately, oovered up.4 

The uoces ful oareer of The Se rchlight cam to 

an end with the publication of an election special during 

the laat week of the camp ign. Significantly, although 

there was a complete recapitulation of th misdeeds of the 

Oona rvativ and Liberal parties, the oh rge of bribery 

were not mentioned .• As in th p st, The S arohlight con­

centrated on pre enting the cas for the repudiation of 

Oliver, Bow er and their follower. For the first tim, it 

also attempted to demonstrate that this was politically 
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tea.ib.le . An editor.I.al , poaaibly written by lelaon, ola1 ec1 

the Provino1al J.>any would ttt' ct all the votea wbloh ha 

b n o et in 1920 tor So141er and Pan candid tee a• well 

• the rt.we Indepen ente . With the Yotea of Labour an4 

disencb ted Oonaenativea nd Liberal• 4d to thla ba••• 
the Prortnoial Pany could obtaS.b betwffn )0 an4 )5" ot 

the total vote or enough to eleot a gOYemD1ent . While 'Ihle 

oaloulattcm wae ol ar11 a11Htl at oonVincing the vo,era that 

ballot• tor thl:Nl party- oan ' 14atee would not 'n waeted , the 

whol• tone ot th• article iitcl1•ate4 bel!et that th pan, 

waa rap1417 1n1ng publio nppon. 49 

And , 1adee4, by 'the final week of ,be campaign, it 

did aoea poe ible tb t the Pr~ino1al Party would •batt r 

the two part7 lominanoe which bad esi■tN in Bri t1ab Colum­

bia provinoial pol:lti,ce etnoe 190). Ii! ,S,1arclll:ig1 he.4 

proven to • a pow rful eua of provttl1 _ publtoity ancl 

foouaiq attention a th propo•~• ot the nw pan,. 

MoBa• ' • ape . 1ng toun, organi•atio-nal ab1litiea and fin­

ancial auppor't we:re alao important taetora . SO Bui th• 

party •• an , auoo••• lay 1n · 1ta organisation ot local 

saooi ttone . By •lect1on 4ay , the Prov1ne1 l Jany ha 

aoainate4 41 oand14 t••• mo t ot ·vbom were reapeoted oit­

imena urrtouobed by party- ohine ooan-,tiona and npporied 

bf active looal o itteea . How••~ one might 1ueation the 

ottvee of th• pariy l• den, and cert inly the othu ,ar­

t1ea •xhauatect · ob ot t -helr invective on tbie line of t-



tack, t o · 1 · · nt ot th• ,.nmk d tile.,, t be aooept-

4 • a,.utbeDtic . Tb.e bili v to ttraot strong looal oe­

didato and the waY of enthua1 • at tba com,t1tueney 

level, exe plitle4 by the •rl• ei-re p 1'80D-to-,ereon can­

vass c n-1•4 on dunns the 1 . we k ot the oam .en. ill• 

pr••• a ol)a "•" 4 led •o • to predict a, rtliag oho •• 

in tho political etruotuPe ot t b provinoe. Sl 

Wbi.l• the results of the provineial aen nl elee• 

tion did not even approximate '\he ue ented pre41ct:loa• 

ot the opt1miat1o , the PrOTinoial Pariy ·14 •oore e. limttd 

bu.t dieoemible u4e1a . Premier OliYer an4 the Ooaaena­

tive leader, Bower, w re pereonall.y cleteatd , l rgelJ due 

to the preeenoe ot the thirci pan:, oandikt••• fhr•• Pro­

vincial Peny oan41datea-D. A. Sto4dan, Cariboot &. A. 

Walkea, Point GNJ; A. Moo . CreeJ7, Vanooue:.-w•r• el•ote«. 

oBae wae narrowly 4ete .ta4 in VancOU'f'er only · tter the 

ad•ane• poll a cGUnted. fhe l'1J' gained 24. 2~ ot 'bht 

populu 'f'ote and ~ • seneft.lly credited with b•1ng th• •-

o141ng tact or in )) ot the 48 sea.ta . 52 Al tbetugb with 2) 

••a"• the Li . ral• 414 not bave an overul 3ont7, th-ey 

w r e abl.e to retain the sov•nment .. the 0-ou-er,,ati••• 

bad won only 16 • ta . Beoaue of the eleetton ot Labc:nU."• 

Socialieta ct I •p•nd•nt•, ~h• Jrovino1 l P :rty ••• ra­

eleot w re n:ot •••n in poeiticm to hold th l>a1anoe of 

power. fh• mot ob.Yioue elect10JI reault waa to pr•vet the 

Cone t1vee fro repl ot th liiberale1 the bovincial 



)S 

PartJ can.did tea ct split the anti-Oliver Yo•• 

Jn the Cona native party , the election r nl te 

potnte4 to the urgent neoeae-ity ot replaoiq er • 'the 

led rot the ny. Altier the 'thil'd cone ou111ve rejection 

ot hia 1 aaerah1p by th el•otorate , hi pereonal deteat 

nd hia role in oau 1ng tbe ro . tlon of t he Provine1al 

P :n1, hie poeition wae ~••n ble. L••• than a week fter 

the election , t the wa eatlon ot a . jority of the Con­

een t1Y oauou•, J . B. Scboft.eld wrote priv tely to !ol-

a1e, p eal.ing to hi "1'o e 

pt tbe l•a4•nb1p. •SJ folad.• retl.leed . wenbel•••• Bow­

• r informed th oaucu, , tter eome 1n1t1al hee1tatton , 

th t he WU r tiring. After a tbre houl" ·····H,llg, the O --

oua annou:noecl 111• cho1oe ot Rob rt B n.r, Poole:,54 u tem­

porary Hou • leader until a o-onY•nt1on cou.14 .. 1-,<t n.ew 

h • So g:re 1: wae the auapicion of ··•weer \hat the Van-

099v r tar quite aerioualy au g ated t t thi 4eo1•lon. / ,., , 1., 

waa maa•u•er to p 1 t Bow er to r ·tun to the l er- ( . 
/ 

8h1p at a l.ater , • • .SS · 

Whil• it 1a "tNe that B9'1'9 11 41cl attempt to regain 

'the l derebip in 1926, the oauoua 4eo1aion vaa an aoknowl• 

edgeaent ot political realittea , not a au'btle aoh••• •• 

of th · oa\lou• me ber1 were pract1o l po11t1oiane who bad 

be n 1ti oppoaition too lon . !heir appeal to Tolmie ehowe 

th ir recognition ot 1.he n•ecl to replao• Bow r , preferably 

by in.troduoing r peotecl 11 t1cal. tt N wo hafl not 



been involved in th party diaaension. Tolmie met these 

specifioatione b tt r than Stevens who had become unaecep­

table by letting hie name stand at the 1922 convention. 

Tolmie, however, resisted pressure from both tne fed et-al 

and provincial Conserv tives.56 All alternative candidates, 

such as Pooley, s. L. Howe or R. L. Maitland or James w. · 
Jones, either lacked the willingness to stand or the 

political reputation and skill to defeat Oliv r. Quite 

reasonably, the caucus opted for a period of delay. 

Their strategy was very quickly proven wise. As 

early as August, there were sign• that the Provincial 

Party would soon d1aintegrf1,•• At that time McRae circulated 

a question.sire to the Provinc·1al Party's local asaoe1at1on.e. 

The key question were: 

Would you favour eonsol1dat1on with any other party 
which adopted the Provin.oial Party platform? 
In the event of such ooneolidatton, what percentage 
of the pr stnt Provin.oial Party vote could we count 
on hold1ng?"J7 

The public break-up of th Provincia-1 Party oc­

ourred. in Victoria in December. According to the report of 

the Viotoria Colonist, a number of members ngrily withdrew 

from the local as ociation meeting because of the party's 

M. L. A.'a support of the Oliver government and MeRa •a 

failure to attend that or previous meetings. Captain H. s. 
Thain58 voiced the sentiments of the insurgents when he 

stated that: 

I am sati fied now that the Provincial Party ovement 
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wa 1 take . Ir aliz th t a o11tioal factor 
the p rty ia de d and nev r will be r rr cted •••• 
But this is no ti for ail no on the part of those 
who worked to put -• Oliv rout nd find the re ult 
of th ir l bour ha been t,o ke p hi in •••• The 
only thing tor u to do now i t behind ·r . Pool&y 
and continue to tight Oliv rta , ev n tf in doing eo 
w oppos th men w h lped to 1 ct . 59 

Durin tb n :x:t year , Rae 's withd l fro the 

Provinoi 1 Party b oame compl t . In 1926 , he waa lected 

Conservative M ber of Parliament for ·North V neouver - ncl 

th followin · e Dominion organ1z · r for that party , 

prac t icing the aldll of pubiioity us d to build the Pro­

vincial Party. 

In the L gisl ture , the tbr ProYinoial P rty 

• L. A.• _ voted more s indi iduala than b r of the 

me party . By th beginnin ot th 1928 Legi l tive sea­

ion , the party' executive formally olmowled d the ob­

vious by et ting th p rty would not nomin t o ndid tea 

in th coming gen r 1 el otion . By publicly rele ing the 

leeted repr ent tiv tro ny ti , th executive oom­

pl t ly di solved the Provinoi 1 P rty . W lkem to lly 

joined th - Oon erv tivee wh11 . Stodd rt nd Cr .ery fini bed 

out the term and r tired fr politic . 

Thua th Provino! l rty f ded ingloriou ly from 

the British Oolu bi aoen . De pite th opinion ot Tupper 

th t the party h d cored t mor 1 victoiv , 60 it is 

ditticult toe that tb third p rty ocompli~h~d any 

tund ment l political lt ration . It 1 tru th t 011v r 

w s per onally d tat d the Lib ral jority re uoed . 



D\at the Pre 1 r • r -elect.a in a by- election in Nelaon 

and . with the eupi,ort of the Labour membera , continued to 

defe tad and toroed to reaisn the Ooa-

• n- tive leadership but • ae will be d on t'J'ated , his po11i­

io o ••r wae not nded nor a tbe party tre cl tro h1 · 

1ntluence. !h probl a against vh1cb the Prninc1al ariy 

d bine pel1.tioa 

oontinued , the pro'Yinoial debt rffe and the P. G • • r•­

ille4 the prninee •• "white elephant . • 

P :rt ot the o ua of th failure o~ 'the party c 

be aeen in n o in ti on ot i ta popul r •o'ie . Al though 

a e ore.ft wu.on le dera , particularly Sbowler d Ben­

gough eupponed it , the Provtnoial Party tailed to attract 

the Labour-Soci 118t vote which c 1 r 17 ho the in-

due,trial un1one . ,1 At tbe • • t1 • , the expected maae 4•­

teotion of die ebanted :Liberal• and OonMff tive • tailed 

to t•riali••• h• X.ibenl vote dropped by'" while the 

Oonaenati•• vote vent 4ow only 2". 62 In addition, d • -

p1te the publ1o1ty and the rtio1,at1on of indirtd-

ual• • tbe iot Tote in 1928 dropp cl by 10 , 000. 6) fhe Pro­

v1no1al P rt7 t 1184 to attract non- Toten o:r any other 

organiaed 1ntere t while orya1all1.sing the •c t'te:red inde­

pendents , an un• abl• b •• on vhiob to build aolid 

organizatio . 

The tao"tio al o ot rot the rt,. ' • aupport le4 

to 1 • 41 inte t1on. fbe e- leon greupa were »~ l"-
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117 1ntereat din def er to toro• a OoneervatiYe 

le derabip o • • Another otion, repreeented b7 H. s . 
Thain., . • ooueem with deft ting Oliver d obtaining 

p tron ge . h• t • •1• en1 •• .aeekina gOYel'Dll nt a14 1n 

reduoing their 4ebta an exp ding their ket . !he buei­

ae eupport ra eou t on eoonomlcal • in ter of 1 ower 

tax•• • oTenuaent . Other tndiTidual• o'ther eb3ectiv•• • 

ong which eelt- 1nt reat and »•r•onal pri.4• b ld an obvi­

oue :,oa1 t1on. While all th••• 41 rate grouJa cou.ld unite 

on general pl tto of "throw the raa al• wt, " the prao­

tio .,.obleu ot o nT rt1ng git tion a1Ml 14 ale into po­

l1t1o l realities prnecl oyewhelming. eetol"8l. ete 

ooelera'\ed this proo•••• 

let ihe fro-Ytnoial Pany, ephaenl and unauco•••-­

tul •• it prOTe4 to • • ••an tmponant poltttcal a1-

teat tion. It • ona1: te '11 t , ••• . cturtns a ti•• et 

ii•• eoono111o ant •oe1 l • 'bi lit7, a e.uba't ti l 

minol"i ty ot tb• voten were ieeatt tie4 with ~be two 

exiat1n · poli 1o parl1•• a the .,. ry eyetem .of pany 

pol1t1oe 1n the proYinc•• fh••• vot re wer• p~• red to 

worlt and aupport a totall7 •• party , not onl7 beowee ot 

the weame• •• 1n th · Coriaerv tive nd I.1'be 1 Ftl••• 'bl.11 

b•oauae tb• hovinoial Pfu!ty premiee4 ne ent t,y t a -

re triot-4 by rty- tt.•• • p · 1 ot the non- p rtiut'I 

politlo 1 pan, in Brii1ab Colwabia vu 4 onet ted in the 

1924 election. Ita ability to d . v th• aupport ot the u -
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eo · tie4 vertok vo'ter wae to prove cntlo· to the polit­

ical develop en.ta· uring tbe eoonom.io on.ate ot 'the 19:)0'•• 



CH.APTER III 

THE SELECTION OF SIMON FRASER TO I ~ AS 

PROVINCIAL CONSERVATIVE LEADER 

The result of the 1924 provincial election. demon­

strated e:xl.icitly the imp~rtanoe of the maverick vote in 

British Columbia politics. The Conservatives had lost this 

vote in 1916 and Bowser had been unable to recapture it. 

The emergence of the Provincial Party showed that Oliver 

and the Liberals wer also losing it. With the resignation 

of Bowser, an opportunity presented itself to the Conserva­

tive party. Their new leader, if chosen shrewdly, could 

gain office if he could appal to _this floating vote with­

out alienating Bowser's followers. The $earoh for such an 

individual culminated in the el ction of s. F. Tolmie as 

Conservative leader in 1926. 

During 1925 and 1926 there was little activity or 

interest in provincial politics. Thee were the years of 

great federal issues and elections. In 1925 the Liberals 

beoame a minority government; in the following year Cana­

dian interest was focused on the Customs Scandal and the 

King-Byng Crisis. Stimulated by the likelihood of succees 

and unencumbered by administrative re ponsibilities, the 

41 
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llri tieh Oolu · · 1a Coneenativ•• united . Durins tbe federal 

o :p 1sna, llovaer , Bae , Stevue an4 fol e poke :re­

peatedly tro the a e pl tfCl>ftmt . Aa a me aure of what 

unity ooul aobine, Briti eh Oolumbia •• the only prn­

ino• to 1norea • 1ta Oonaenati.Ye l' preen t1on in th 

Houae ot O na , c 1'17iq l2 et 14 •• t• 111 tbe 1926 •1••-

t1on. l fhi .ttfQt aupporied the oon ·ention ot -the anti­

Bower ,roup tb t the p_.ovinoe waa tuna ental.ly 0oneena­

t1ve and tbat th tailurea 1n the p:rovintt1al. .fl.e14 were the 

renlt ot t ult, leaclerehlp. Oona•qu•n 1¥, the provin:oial 

or an1mat1011 b gen 110 nes for a oonv · tio11 to oonv ri t•4-

eral support into provtnotal Ti tOJ"Y' • 

.Attel" Dowe~•• r•tit- nt 1111924, th• Oonaenatlve 

pa:r1iy ba4 een 1•4 oo peten11J ;. but no · nlliantly , l>'--/ 

Pooley. On inally he had btten ohoaen to hold th poe1\1on 

only un.til oonvtmt1on could be oalle4. oed wt th cson­

etant federal eott it, . the pany bad b en to:rc d to poai­

pone a le eraihip oont• t tor two :,•are. In the -.aatt.ae • 

cono rn ov r the l aderebtp yaottum had r:nive4 •upport for 

Bowaer, enoourag d by hi • R•aietano•. to hi bad aleo in­

ere ·. et partly beo ~•• of h collapee ot the hoYinoial 

Party. Oo11Yin eel ot the 1mpoee1b111t7 of or 1e1.n« a auo­

cea•etul third p "7• yet a re ot tbeir own pol11.1oal 

pow•r,. the d1aa1 ent Con••" t1T•• ntume4 to the par1f 

tntent on a1n1ng oon1rol . la, -. no l r poaai 'bl• 

an4 • once c in , the e011fl.iot JteTolved around th contro-
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veraial tigura ot Bov er . 2 

Immediately followtn.g the federal 1 ction 1n 

Sept mb r, R. L. 

bi Oons rvative 

itlnnd , preaid nt or th Brit1· h Oolum­

oc1 tion , announced pl n for coo-

vention to eeleot a new leader. Unlik the two previous 

conventions which wer b ld in Vanoouv rand had confirmed 

Bowser •e leadership, this one w a to be held in Ka oopa . 

Since 1t waa in th interior of tb province th t somct ot 

the mot strenuous opposition to Bowser exited, th choice 

ot Kamloops may well hav been deliber te . 

Ash db en the ca e 1n 1922 , the anti-Bowser 

groups f c d the proble of tindin o.n pp ling al tel'TUlte . 

Pl ading their reoent lection reepon ibilitiea and th 

preo rious position of the f deral Conserv tive party , 

Stevena , 'l'ol i and Ra r tu -ed to oonaider nomination. ) 

Pool y and • itland had r peatedly et ted inc 1924 that 

they were not prepar d to stand for the poeition . The:n , 

at the end of Ootob r , 1 t bee _ e co on newe,paper rumour 

that Leon J . Ladn r wae pl nning to opposed Bowser. 

Ladn r , while not a well- known politically 

th oth r augge-st d t deral c ndid te , w a n acceptable 

oompromia . emb r of P rli ent inoe 1921 , heh d been 

return din both 1925 and 1926 in Soutb Vancouver with in­

creased m jor1 ti • The son of pion er t ily a d well­

known Vanoouver lawyer , hew ac uainted with most of th 

Provine! l P rty ' 1 ader but h n ged to r 1n neu-
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position tor un1t• the P8ri1 tnetiou. o t tmportantlJ e 

Pooley end jori v ot the Coneerv tiv cauou• h&a ot-

.f'ere him tb&tr support •. 4 

Alter making one tiil l tton to eottYince !el 1• 

to at n4 , 5 dn•r annOUDoed th t i 

In vi w ot the detini tt announoement tro Vietona 
to th• etteot i t ~h• Hon •. s. :r. !olmie, • P. will 
not bt a candidate to'!' the leadership of the L1b ral­
Oonaerv ttvee in Britiab Ooluab1a d 111 view ot the 
atate ent of • R.H. Joolq, u. L. A., the pr•••nt 
l• lier, that he do•• not intend io •••Jt a oontinu­
aaoe ln hat ottioe, thu• leavins -the leaderahip ot 
the p rty to be decided bf the elected dele ies 1n 
oonv ntion ••• and 1n r•rrpon . to a luge mamber of 
requeat:a tro 11 aeo,1on• ot the ProTinoe, including 
• b re of 1ih Legielature, bu in•••• labour , d pr-o-
f•••ton en , t ere and in t ct men women 1n 
all walks of lite, I bav~ 4 oidN to 0011aent to lf1 
name being placed lnLno inat1on for tb• high offioe 
ot party le erehip. Q 

Shonly her tlaia, t e,1ng ot 'the Vancouver 

Oonaent1~tve Aaeoot tion, .Boweer to lly announced he 

-too would be candidat•• HS.a atat ent , whioh merely made 

otf1oial campaign th t bad 'been in proar••• tor om• 

•••t•, wa ooQ11lpatde4 l»7 any pr••• Nleaee. 7 

I.acbl r ' o ndidao7 pol r1• the YU'ioua •l• ente z 
in the party. He waa eupponed bJ m 3orit7 ot the Oen­

aervat1ve M. L. A.•a , th le der• ot the PrOY1ncial Party 

repr en-.e11 on h1 oam 1111 oo 1 ttee 'by Bae , · -.11e Y ouna • ; 

Conaervativ•• d an undete ineble number ot pany mem'b•n 

who belieTed Bowa r could not win prOY1no election. 

Bower, on the other !:lan4, a wpported by loo 1 executiye 



member who bad long asooiations with the chine , party 

loyalist who h d obli t1ona or tie of loyalty to Bow er 

per onally nd not inoon$1d rable nu ber who considered 

Ladner to b n intruder. It 1 · not olear wb1oh candid te 

was upported by the federal wing of th p rty8 but it waa 

obviou that both men had sub t ntial trength and the con­

t st would be hard-fought and bitter. 

Both o ndid ts immediately began an intenaive cam-

p ign for the support of individu l d l t s . Throughout 

ove ber the newapapere epeoul t don th pr f renoe or 
the various oonatitu noy aaaooi tions and r ported ru our 

of packing tt mpt by both id a. 9 A the oonv ntion drew 

near , there was ome indication th t , in addition tooth r 

factors, the candid te 'e support w p rtially r gional . 

Twelve int rior ridings, lllO tly in tbe Okanagan and Koot­

enay regions , in truot d their del gate to vote tor • 

Ladn r nd "in the vent of hie withdra 1 , tor any oandi-

dat opposing • Bowser. nlO A jority of th Vancouv r 

and V ncouver I land delegate were con id re to b Bowaer 

support rs, lthougb Eaquimalt nd South V noouver were 

oommitt d to Ladn r . 11 

By th eve of the conv ntion, it boa e apparent 

that n ither o ndid te b d cl ar ajority and few d.ele­

gat wer unoo 1 tted . Und r th •• oircumat noes , the 

d nger ot anotb r aeee eion of diasident Conaervativee 

bee e an i ediate po sibility. h Vancouver Star 
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reported thnta 

Tb• inn r Ooneen tive circle• r t oed with major 
probl m, tbe factors ot whiob ppe r 1rreoon.o1l hie. 

oaea have bee counted and he Coirt•ntion 1a a~,.,.• 
evenly i'ride Niween Boweer n4 Ladner aupporter• • 
It 1• further ad.mltt•4 that th r..i probl 1 not 
the leot1on of 7 indivi ttal but how to brin to­
geth r th• pro-Bow:aer and anti-Bowaer groupa in co- j 
opera ion. Both are oo pued ot dete itted &n and 
ao atrong 1• e h , neither would give Ml sup-port lo 
any o did te eleoted b7 lbe 8UPJ!Or't ot the other. 1 

Yet, de pite n.,,. per l'Wlloure ot oomprold.•• oalll41-

d tea , there vae no evi . nee of oonor te efforts to Yoid 

deadlock. rt of th t>'.roble11 waa the eo rotty ot mutually 

ooeptabl• al.tern ttvei. In 441t1on , lt ppeara tb t , b•­

aauae ot the 1n'ten 111 ot th conteet attd th • otiona it 

h d aroua d • n 1 ther o · 41.4 te f•l 'I he could oonaider ny 

altem tive without t t 11.y ..,_k ning hie own poattion. In 

taot, tbe con'Yentiou •••• to ~• begun in ot ri 1 

det rm1nation to ft h'I ~h• con-teat thro\lgh to the ena. wh t-

ever that ight b . 
~., ,,, l 

fh convention • ened on~ ove ber 2) , 1926 t 

loopa with S48 voting 4ele t•• P~• ent• r•pre enti the 

local • 001 iion • elected and 4ete te4 federal and pro­

vincial Oonaenra-tive can41da,ee, five aena~on and one 

Privy OounotUor, Sir o . H. hpper. 13 

The firet two d rye were ant1-ol1maot1c . ~b• ecmv•n­

tion wa• left to dteouaa, eo ewhat balt-heartedl:, • a nu l>er 

ot poliey n•olution• while tbe Or tnti • o ittee tried 

to reaolTe the proble of cliaputed 4ele tione . nal.17 • t 
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th Wedneed y fternoon sea i on, the ch irman, B. L. Ed-

monde, nnounoed the o itte wa unabl to gree, a to 

which set of S anich dele,gates ahould be acer di ted . A 

jorit7 of t be co ittee reoommended seat1.ng the Bow er 

d legation , the inority , led by Pooley , would neither ao­

oept tb m Jority report nor an off r to plit t hese t . 

In a vote that seemed tote t tb rel tive strengths of 

t he oandidatea , Pooley ' • motion tor accept no ot the 

minority report wad f t d 2)2 to 194. 14 The Bow er 

foroee were euoce s.f'ul . ;r~ 
0 l <"" ,,., n 

Immediately following th1e vote , Bo er asked 1! 

he could make a tat ment . Before th tension-fill d h 11 , 

he withdrew fro th l ad rehip cont st . Sugge ting tb t 

he eould win if he ran, Bowser declar db would place th 

int r st of the p rty befor bis personal bition . Con-

o, rned th t so muob friction 1gbt da 

would not ooept nomination.15 

the p rty, he 

Without ooeea to Bow er•e pap rs, it is impo ible 

to know the exact basis tor bis d oieion. The report of 

two newspap r sugge t that th deoi ion was m de hour• be­

fore the afternoon aeaaion . 16 Cert inly th pro ptitude of 

hie apeeoh indio tes that the decision wa not made on the 

basis ot the vote on th Saanich d legation. But , tf Bow-

er•e witbdr wal a not a urpri e , it is difficult to 

understand why th Ladner forces per 1 t d 1n taking the 

S anicb disput to the .floor of t h convention wber th ir 
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4eteat intanaifie the poaa1b1lity ot d adlock. Of otNne, 

t:bia 7 1 ply h ve been the r ault ot miaoaloul 'ticm. 

!hey may b v t bt they would win the vote, demcm­

a'Grating their oandicl 't• '• •trength. On th other band, 

beoauae ot their d1etw•t ot Bowser, they y h ve re­

fused to believe he would ot\lally vi th4nw. . group ot •• 

oonc!iticme to view Bowaer aa de'Y1oua and w-co•••M •­

nipulator could, in the he t of a conventioll, reaot in thia 

manner. 

Dowaer ' • ot1Yea 1n withdr win were obrtouely 

ore oo pl x than hia ape.oh to the oonvention. atat••• Un­

doubtrily he wae ainoere in Nall ing tbat 1he .triotion 

over hia c n41d ture waa d••troy1ng the ny. Altbouch not 

determining factor, the vote on th Saaaioh delegation 

prove4 th t, even it he were to win, th• oppoe1t1on wae too 

powerful and v•ll-organi... tor him to 1nt in control . 

His eleot1on might well le te more pe ...__,.,... •plit than 

the one which bad ore ted the Pron.noial Party- . 

By removin bimaelt tro tb• oon-te■t and ewinging 

hie eupport eleaewhere, nu b r ot poae1bil1t1e op net 

up. ch ot Ladner •• atrengtb wae ued on p raonal oppo• 

eition to Bovaer. Another aan41d te ight aplit the Ladner 

toroes and , it eleoted • voulc! be 110b indebted to Bowaer. 

Withdrawal might alao eiu,ure deadlock in the 1 4ereh1p 

balloting and , 1n that oa••• the convention could poeeibl1 

tum to Bo .. er in deep• tion. lfttatev r hie rea on1ag• 



Bowex-•e Jtetueal. to run plaoed hi 1n a o:n tlenble po­

eit1on. tban he eould ha•• ba4 'by r aining in the oonteet . 

JMring h ffening ••••ton, s. 11. Carson, a Bower 

supponer, propoeed and th eonv.-nt1on aeeapted reao.lu­

tion et ting that voting ahw14 eontinue ua1.11 one e 414ate 

obt ine4 6o,S ot th• total -rote and that no oancU.4 te lte al­

lowe4 to v1thd w.17 fhi• vu almost tile eame motion tbat 

Bowe,_. U4 eo.om.tull.7 r.jeotn e.t the 1922 o-onventioa an4 , 

un<ler the ctrcuma-.noea . coul4 only have been intended to 

eaaure a pnlo•1•• etal-t.. In pan, the naolution ocmlt 

n defended and aceep'Md.t ae . it \fas by th• Ia4nel' torcea,18 

a• n-,•• r, tor pariy ui v7 • 't'Mt :l t lao retleote4 an 1a­

creae1ag . e,ermtnatlon to bloak 'their opponeut •e ch:anoe of 

viot-ory . 

When 1ibt nominat.1o.n• were oompl 'ted 'the following 

Jllomina, the bat-Ole llnea were clearly draw. !he p-ro-,.Jlovae~ 

Oonaen tivee nomina:ied Seator J . D. !aylor, the pu'b11eer 

of the C91Dbig and a veteran ot ltoth the Boer • r and 

Werl4 War I . lbe anti- Bower forcea nOJ:abla'ted dn.n • ho 

other caa4id tea ,...r• a.did , c. , . Dan•l' and elaon 

Spenoer. 20 With Wmwa of delay , the llo'tlng b•Pll• 

To Win 'the leaderahip. one oaalll14a1• bad to reo•l•• 

12, vo1••• After elx halloie, n-o one had the nqu-1•ed t"al • 

Ladner le4 throughout., :reaohtn1 b1a hlgh point cm tbe th1N 

ballot with total ot )17. In Ille tollowin vn••• hie 

total 4eol1ne4 al1p1Jly an4 he it..,1necl about 20 vote• eao~ 
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ot maJority . 21 Surpr1a1ngly, einoe it ol>Yioua fir 

the fourth b lot th t atalem t bad been re ohed , there 

wae no marked ahitt to either of the two minor o did tee . 

Tbi 1 an 1n4io t1o.n ei th•J/' ot their 11 1 ted pp al or to 

the int it)' oft 11n a ong the 8\lpponera ot the two 

le dera . 

BJ evening, it waa ot.io • th t • etbing had to be 

done it the p rty wi•he4 to aun1•• • Acool"d1n to Ladner, 
r --l 

ho ua of th 4• dloek, when the 41n11 r jourmnent -~' ';·, t 
c •• I got ,ogetb r oommi ttee o . poa• ln._jijrtC.ot ,:·1. l ,. , 1 

~or-General u.u:,,,-•1 l • Lout:1.t (alo) , yor ot ortb. r~. :~,J•"· 
Vanoou•e~1 Mr. w. c. hell¥, later 1:nieier of 11ntmoe, ' .. 
and • • otbera . In the tniere-ate ot the unl tJ' ot the a .. , ~ r 
party , lmowin tb t the Hon . S. 1. olmie waa popul . : ..... 
although be would not enter the conte t, I eked ', t , .. ~· 
c 1ttee to allow me to ak 'the oonv-ent1on to unami-
oueJ.1 ott r the l deJI' bip to Dr. fol ie, who • 
ei~ting ne ~- Be knew abeolutel1 nothin about what 
I wu go1n 1io do. I the propo•al. d th re vu 
a tre endoue outburat of enthuaiaem with one esoep1i1on , 
the Honou ble w. J . Bowe r . 22 

Ben tor Taylor 1 e41 tel7 aeoonae the ot1on bu' 

fol e d 

1tte4 hie n 

tl1 refua•d , pointln out tb t he bad n.ot p r­

to be en ered in the oonteat and 

lioly Yowe4 be did not want th po ition . He then u ge tect 

t t th c nYention reo•• t porarily nd t t • during the 

interval , c ttee ot ~ teder an prov1nc1 exeou-

iivea an tb el cted repre ent ti••• eet to find auit-

abl o with the proepeot of r n8'fe de -

lock, the convention, eb t•• aooe ted fol •'• 

propoaal . 

Befor di cue 1n . thi eetin • 11i 1a propri te 
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to revi the peraonal b o round of the Honou bl• Dr. 

Si on JTa•er folmie , • P. or, while a man •• paet do•• 

not p de,e 11'1• hia future , f olmi• ' • oareer eu • t• ••• 

of the ti otora explaining hf.a ntu al ot 'the poai tlon , h1.e 

ul ti te aooep~ ee d hie euooee •• cl taUurea aa lead­

er of he Brit1ah Col~ b1 Ooneerv t1T•• • 

If any group in Bl"1 t i ah Colu bl could be oona14-

ered a nativ arietoono1 , s . P. Tolmie would b one ot it• 

moat pro 1n nt here . On hie aotb r •a a14e h wae the 

grancJaon ot John Work, a Butlaoa•• Bay 00111JA1.>7 factor , aea­

ber of tho . ecutive Oounoil ot the Orown Oelonf of V oou-

ver I .land and pioneer tamer. 24 Simon er•e t ther, 

1lliaa h ser 'rolmi , had al.ao b• n Hu4eon •• Bay Ooa-

pan, tac tor, a 4 ireeto~ ot tb Pu et •• Sound •1cultural 

Oomp ny , e tber of the Legi l t.1Te Council ot VanoouTer 

Ialand end ihe L alat1Y Aeeembl.1 ot Bnttah Ool bi . and 

promim nt t · mer uul o ttle breeder. ZS ! hue the folm1e 

t, 11.y waa ole rly pan ot t he •family-Comp JQ'-CGmJ ct• 

whioh e:xene suo an importarr, 1nnuenoe on Vanoou•er I■-

land , nd ult1 tel7 llr:1t1ah Oolumbt , tluri.n its tornat1Ye 

fhe youn ••'t ot twelve children , Si on baeer was 

bom on Janu&J'y 2S, 1867 1n Viotori . At'ter gndu ting fr 

the Ontario Veterinary Colle e in 1891• he returned to hie 

native o1ty o ttle inapeotor tor the city of Viotol'i . 

Until 191? be b.eld eenee ot civil aervio• position• in• 



S2 

epectlq 11 veetook tor the prov1no1al and federal IO'f'ff'll­

enta . At1er hia t ,her•• 4ea:th. h to k OYer he taaily 

t: rm. Cloverdal• • and oon,.inued to niee prise Kol.• •ltt:•• 
intereat be neYer abandon•• • Althou b ae a oiYil eer­

vaat . he coul4 not l,e poli'tio . ly aotive , he ttain.-d local 

p~1n, • • a liveetook 3Ud5e at looal tan fain . 

Tolmie entered poll tio 1 lite l rgelr a matter 

ot duty nther than ot penonal ambition . 1otor1an• enthu­

eiaa'lioal.ly ■upported the to1."m8.t1on ot tbe Union govemaent 

in 191?. !he org iaere of th• local Union mov•• ni •ought 

a reapectecl oan4t.clate withwt pnrloua party attiliattone. 

Tol te had bHn approach d to ., d bui d declintd 81UI 

waa , int ot . out of town vhe lhe nomin tton oonvention 

en4one4 him unan1 ouei, . 26 In the enauing election, he •••-

117 def tec1 Labour oan41 ate and 41ea1dent Liberal .. Jor 

the nest tiwo 1• re. he eat aa a 1tact'benoher; pe~aonallf pop­

ular lNt othemae un\11.til!l tahed . 27 

In 1919. , . A. Orerar, tlle Vn1on Jft.nieteit ot Aan­
oult1.1re, reeip.ed hom the Oabinet, aoon to ~e-&Jpear as 

the leader of the .ational Pro •••1T Pam. Since the 

Union adminiat tion hact tew other better qual.1t1ei ••­

bera , elmie nooeeded Ore · aa trd.,1rter. >.a oontemponi,-

1•• Jleo ognised • 

11• ppoiatant haan •t -a world ot pol1t1oal tgn1ti­
oanoe. He 1• on ot that inent17 reap"1r bl• tamily 
of f era Who e m 'th•tr bt-e • by the .,,.- t ot the 
hired . ••brow. a. ta dweller in citiee an4 rep­
•nta Vietor-la but he owna broad aer•• 1n tbe out• 



lyin« p rts of the sunny slope provinoe . He 1 s id to 
be good etoo nd ven o e grain grow r from th 
Prairies ad it be will till the job aooept biy . 28 

While th grain growers • organizations de no oo -

ment , hie ppo1ntm nt was popular in V1otoli'ia 8l'l Tolmie 

easily won the neoe aary by·-elffOtion . 29 

As a c binet mini ter, Tolmie n.ot out tandin-1 . 

His major dmini tr ti ve aooompli · , ent was to 11 in t• a 

thirty y ar old c ttle ang proble and in admission of 

0 nadian b e:t to th Br1 tish mark t . He oooupied himself 

ch1efiy with acting a the publio rel-ationa man of the De-

P rt ent ot .A rioul ture whil leaving the ad inistr tiv 

detail to hi deputy . · oet of hie otivity con iated ot 

opening fair , jud ing live took and kin bucolic speeches 

nd thi wa the part of the position h njoy d moat . 

With the aooeesion of Arthur R. e1gb n to the Prime 

1in1etership, folmie retained his ottioe nd ottio:l.ally 

joined the Ooneerv. tiv party to which by per onal back-

ground he inclined . Despit bis ecceptanoe ot a p rty 

l bel, folm1 w a n v r a bl tant part1 n. He was noted 

throughout hi federal er er tor hi 1 ok of political 

dogmatism nd frie-ndehipe noroae party lin • According to 

Leslie Rob rts , an Otta journali t , fol ie, 

both a I private oo on rand a me ber of eighen ' 
short- liv d governments, ••• would have t ken tirat 
prize in any contest elcin the Hou e •a o t popular 
deputy . l'riendlineaa and ometbing verging on niality 
mark d his ppearanc ind bate . Joviality st ped 
ita ball' rk on hi bearing in th lobbie whil bis 



ottio in tho Comraona a the 
good will nd hi b spirits , r 
strip . Jl 

ting plao• or m not 
rdle ot political 

At t h e time, folmi was a CH> pl tely loyal fol -

lower of hi p rty• lead r . Att r th d f t or th eighen 

gov en in 1921, be oo pt d hi mov to th Oppo ition 

bench s with equanimity and oon piouou ly void d involv -

ent in th v rlou ohem to d o a ,1 igh n . J 2 It wa 

probably thee two qu lities, loyalty and ffability, which 

induced • eighen to appoint Tol le a Dominion organizer for 

th f ,deral Oona rv tive p rty in 192). bi position , 

p rt1cul ·r pr ogat1ve ot th , party 1 d r , JJ had little for-

nl · uthor1 t'"! and oalled for quali ti e of tact 1n or tin 

a hamon1ou coordination of th autonomous provincial or­

gan1 ation . By eel otin8 Tol 1e, 1 hen pl) ar to ha e 

b nae kin oount :rpoia for his own per on lity . 34 

The initial public r otion to th ppointment 

stree ed th s qu ities ot fol 1 . The Oanad1an . orum, a 

journal ot l ft-wing in tell ctu 1 com n n't , r marked th t • 

It 1 , all thing con id r d, good . ppoint ent . 
Tolmi y not b a politic l ooh but b is tr bov 
th.e a.ver g politician wi b mind by no ans oi:tou -
crib d by th n rrow 11 it of parti an hip, and with 

tb unu ual di tinotion(toT tbi pr ent P rlia ent) 
of being bl to dieou a politic l 1 ue with ood 
hu our , d t ohment and I dignity . !Ii leotion y not 
commend ita lf to tho Tori s who till re rd r . 
Robert Ro r th 1o1a.n of el otions but it b . · 
tb cordi 1 pprob ·tion 0£ 11 who d 1r th placing 
of political cob ton hi her plan tb n in the 
past . 3.5 

inc thi journal a no ly critic of the 
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Oonservat1v party, it is not surprising to !ind it attack­

ing Tolmie for bi all ged t ilur a in 1 ts Dext issue . 36 

But similar b1gu1ty i .s al o evident in other asaess­

ments of Tolmie'• ctiviti a aa party organiz r . To cite 

only few e plea, Tolmie is 'barely ention din Roger 

Graham ' thr• volu e biography of ei hen and thre o -

d mio studies of Conservative . arty or ntzation of t he 

period d1sm1 a Tolmie ' e efforts with cursory comment . )7 

Y t , be did trav l exten.sively during 1924-26, accompanying 

eigben, ep king to Cone rv tiv roups cros Can da and 

wa p.opular w1 th the e ber of the party . )8 The p rty 'e 

suoc as in the 1925 election, while du to a multiplicity 

of !aotora , do a indioate th t Tolmie ' • appoint ent was 

not totally di stroua act . 

There ar number of po ible r aeon for the lack 

of ppr oi t1on of Tolmie' !forts . Th lack or records 

prior to 1927 1n the Con erv tive nation.al beadqu rt ra:39 

and the defeat of th party 1n th 1926 t deral el otion 

obscured Tol te • min.or suocea e • Significant too 1 the 

l ck ot olear underatandin of the role of the Dominion 

organizer t th t time . Given the autonomous n ture of the 

provincial Con rvative organiz tiona and th 1 ok of direct 

pow r igned to the federal organiz r under th coneti-

tution of th party , the po 1 tion. did n.ot r qu1r or ott r 

any scope for strong d ini trativ ction. Nor doe it 

se m likely that ighen expeoted such ot1v1ty. Tolmie ' • 



Job was to create voluntary cooper tion between th pow r­

tul provincial bodie and the t der 1 rty to en ure · that 

federal candidates were u:pport·ed durin,g an election ctu.11-

P ign . 40 'l!o tbie end , loyalty and genial.1 ty wer m.or , to be 

priz d than executiv bil1tiea nd , sine · eighen retained 

Tolm1 · in thia poaition until bi r tire ent and included 

him in the 1926 cabinet , be , t least , a emed to aatie­

f1ed with Tolmie ' a efforts . 

In all li eliboo4 , how ver , Tol 1e would have been 

replaoed aa Dominion organiser oy 1927. The new Oonae:rva.­

tive leader, Riobard Bedford Bennett, h d little reepeot 

tor Tolmie • e bili ti s . 41 Oonaequently , tb Bri tiah Colum­

bia Oonae,rv tive convention o e at juat the right time. 

Tolmie was nationally prominent figure in the prooeaa ot 

adjuating to new and le portant role on th federal 

ecene . Whether ol e aaw it in this light or not , the op­

portunity to move into th provinoi l field t the top 

o eat a propitious time . 

To rec pi tul te , Tol ie bad be n euocee tul pol-

1 tioian though his ·xp rienoe was n tr l van:t to the posi­

tion of a party l ader or provincial premier. He had little 

adminietr tive exp rienoe and eo nt enthuei tor more . In 

taot he ah-owed 11 ttl . pol1 ti cal ambition of ny kind .. Bia 

entry into poli tio had be n largely ocident 1 nd , while 

be had been a competent repr a ntative tor hie oonatituenoy 

and a loyal upporter ot his party , he displ yed int r ·at 
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only in matters cono rning the breding of 11 tock , th 

Oo11a rvativ rty and Viotorie.. H d 1tt di plioitly 

he w s uninf orm d n unint ree·t d 1n the d t 11 of p1"ov­

ine ial adminietr tion . 42 Sino h cud offend no one. 

Tolmi wa a lo ic&l ohoio tor lly a diaunit d party . A 

nape lin · pl tform perform _~, he could pp 1 to th 

electorate hil tb rty h led it int rn. 1 wounda . t 

h w neith r suited tor nor int re ted in b coming premi 

of the province . Unfortunat ly for hi nd th Oona rva­

tiv p rty , in th atr • of th a adlocked convention, 

his in dequ c1e w r obscured by tb n · ds or th om nt . 

Under th cirou etano e , th oommitte m et1ng dur­

ing the rece ot th 1926 K mloopa oonv ntion to t1nd 

man of endin th le dersh1p at lemate b c the aoene 

of an intensified o . paign to force Tol i to accept the 

1 ader hip . On the ·ound th t no one l • oould v rt 

th of the prov1noi l Con erv tive rty d the 

sub equent oontinuanoe in of tic ot th Liberals , Pooley , 

nd itland pp aled to ~ol 1 to• ve the prov­

inc which b giv n hi t Uy o · oh . 4J 

or ov r n hour , Tol trenuou l y r ieted tbeee 

ple • He expl in d th t for p r on l reasons" he could 

not eoept; b . bad jut be n r leoted nd thus h d •nob­

ligation to n-e th po 1 ot Viotort, h kn little ot 

the probl m or provincial d 1n1str tion; h did t1ot wish 

to le v t oongeni l lit t Ott tor th ore burd n-
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eome po 1 tion of premier. App rently b also •xPr• .i eo e 

oono ~ tor t health ot hie wit• who waa a aem.1-1nval.14 . 44 

Cl~ rly to 1• w • not em 1n ot hi• ability to be pr.ii. 

mier of th province although he did not ae to qu e'tion 

that the Cone rv tive parif ow14 win the next •leoticm.. 

Prom1••• of xpert belp and argument• bout 1he imperative 

need to reYive the party pe-reuad-4 him to r , ona14er. 

foll• ' • concern tor hie tinanolal probl•• wae 

leo overcome. He wa.o not riob ancl had alway• fCNrtd 

1 t neo•••&.17 to eupplement th• ino • fro tbe tan with 

aal ried poeitioa . Hie etipen4 as a :ber ot 11 ent 

waa a4equa • tor thia purpoee. Br aovtng to the provinot 1 

field ., be would loae tbia our.rt while hie le clenblp 

auti • vould gr tly re4uee tbe time he could evote to 

anagtng tit ta • In ad41 t:lon olmi• belteYed, qui 1:e 

rightly •• the 7e r 19)3 wu to demonstr M; tb t he would 

be unable to npport the expen••• ot a Ml proYinoi 1 cam­

paign • .App ently, prom••• ot financial 14 were d•• 
perb pe by RA on bebalt ot the ted•ral part7 or h1m­

eelt, 4S although aooorc11ng to Tolmie , th••• prom1••• v re 
1929 

not kept after 1'3;9...46 

Thu• · olmie ' a ar eat• were :rap141J elillin tea and • 

4eap1ie hie v ry re 1 reluetano•• he vaa placed 1n a poei• 

tion wh•r• he oould not ntu•• the demand for hie le 4er­

■hip . Given the oirownst · oea and the charaoter ot the man; 

auoh a ref'Uaal waa tmpoes:lbl even it he had een gifted 
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w:t. th th · power ot tor- lmc,wlrig • The annmmoeme:a:t of bi 

oe· ptanoe to th waitl convention »roduoed a mae ive 

demonetration ot pproval, vitb th aibgl except.ion of 

Bow er who r 1ne4 ••a.te4.4? 

odel ot rec noil• 

1etion. He aeke4 t t the member of the exol,ut•4 aar.iicb 

delegation r t,arn te tbe h 11, notin tb91 w re from hie 

:tlall mmtcipali ty and that he 4ea1rn tb• aupport ot all 

Ooneen ti••• oonoerne4 with the welfare of tb provtnoe. 

He then explain• that he had co pt~ ,b poattion ot 

leader beoauae it waa hie 4utJ •• a loyal Brit1eh. Columbian. 

Hi• one reqµut wa• tor umty within the part7 an that 

ori t1o1em ot bl• otioaa be open aDl to bi ti oe. H• con-

lu4ed by cleol r1:ngt 

I baYe elwa,a endeavoured to r emb r I the ••nant 
ot ~h• people ot the count~ eel I try to giYe tba 
equal eento• whetbe~ tbtfJ' be Oont111'Tetivee, 1.,1beR1.a, 
Soclali■ta 1 Holy Roller or any otb•r politic l or 
religioua f 1tb.. I t,y nd •"• e,qually ll ot lbe 
citisena- ana Roh I vlll o·ont1nu• 110 do.48 

With tbie, the COllVft ion thanlr:fttlly adjourned. 

oonvinced. • w•r• all ot th · pJt"1l1o• • • new• pen, th t 

th• Oonaen tiYea had ttnally aolved tbetr internal pro­

blaa and wer o p bl• of d-eteatuig the Liberal govern-

\ 
erl't. 49 Exoept tor a nall ,roup of Bowaer loyal.let•• the­

p~oTineial Con••" ti••• were pr p re4 to back fol -1• 1n 

\ 

the belief that he could lea4 tb• to an electoral Yio1ior,. , 
_J 



CHAJ!ER IV 

ELEO?ORAL VlO!ORY 

A14ed by econo 1c pr oeper1ty an4 a weakened poli-

tical op oa1t1on, be Oona•n ttve p rty , despite• in-

t rnal friction , ..,.,,_ 1111-0 ottioe in the 1928 prov1no1al 

eleo•ion und r tolmie ' s l 4 rahip. Winning a total ot 3S 

• t and S).)- ot the popul r votel wbile re4uo1ng the 

Lib rala to 12 and Labour to l • t , Tolmie won th• pet­

• t jorl ty e1noe 1916. Setting out with a gen, rally ac­

olai e4 pro and c b1net , °'b new . d iniatrat1on dealt 

adequatel.y with tb attain ot the prOTinoe . But ite public 

auppori declining by th end ot 1929 beo use of the ao-

tions of oen in O binet m1n1at N , tbe pent at noe of pa­

tron • and the ••ken.ta eoono lo aitu tion . At the aame 

time the tenuoua party unity ao reoently eet bliahed began 

to tra:, aa result ot a nwrgenc of internal d1aeent . 

Pacing a period or acute economic orie1a , the ?olm1e gov-

rnment • alr a4y weakened . 

I 42.a,ely tollo'Wins hie ••lection aa provinoial 

l der , Tolmi r tun 4 to Ottawa; re · inin then ae the 

ember tor Victoria until th beginnin of the e1eot1on 

o ,aign alraOI~ wo 1• l te:r. .Al though he rewm• to 

60 
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aid oattdid t in by-eleotio11a in · w We tminiater, ?tortl1 

Okanagan and el on, -all of which e t;J by the Liberals , 

To.l ie w s no mor ctive tha:11 betop· th oonv ntiol'l . He 

consulted th 1 gislat ve oauoue but , oth r than while oam­

pa1gn1n, off red little comment on prov ncial affairs* 

Despite the ttaek of the v,noouv r Star, the Vancouver 

Sun and th Viotoria T1 e, all Liber 1 p per, he re . ined 

an abaentee lead r and the Opposition oontinu d to be led 

by Pooley . 2 

In many r epeot, hi eo1eion. e eminently log-

ioal . Tolmie e under no ne.oe ity to build a public 1 ge 

eino·e he · a alre dy favour ·bly known throughout the prQv­

inoe . Beoauee of his recent election to the federal Hou•• • 

be could j1,1et1.t1ably ola1m th t be o ~d the vote·r bi s r ­

vioee aa long ae poa ible. Since T. G. Coventry , Oonaerva­

t1 ve • L. A. tor Saanieh, b d promised to r tir to pro­

vide Tol ie w1 th a a te ee t in b:ia home riding in the next 

general. election, it wou1d be the height of tolly to risk 

defeat in any by- election and the loes ot his indemnity. 

Finally , there•• ed to be no necea31ty to exp nd gre t 

effort to rebuild the Oonaerv tive organisation. While 

few ot Bowser ' • sup ortere wer not ooapl t ly reoonciled , J 

the party wa enthuai etio d, with h1gb hope of an. elec­

tion victory , maintained a united tront . 

Equally, no one aug e ted that tber was any need 

to prep re Tolmie for provinoi 1 politics or t .be Ooneerva-

' ) 
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tive par-t7 tor otfiee. Iporin the poaeib111tJ' that the \ 
I 
I 

etrain• and antagonin• ot th . pa•t ttm. years woulcl not be / 

heal :1.ovemigh , folm.ie made no reoorcled 1i empt to ••tab-+ 
I 

lieh hi aacendenc:, over th• legislative cauoue, an • the\ 

oapabil1'tie of po ential eabue-t inistera or ore t.e a 

personal loyalty to hi elf to l'eplaoe the cl4 pro- and 
\ 

anti-Bowan ttee. Aa a rewlt fol.Jlia o&JU to o.tt1oe with 

little underetancltn of prov1no1&l an4 pu\J prebl • • ot 

the abilities ot h1a nppor'tera and witbout 'the baaldng ot 

\ 
\ 
I 

a pereonal following whi.eh would pport Mm 1D a oria11-. 4 ·\ 
\ Uni t•4 ohiefiy by 1 t• dee1re fO'r otfioe, the Oenaenat1T• i 
' 

part7 lacked oobe•1on but waa, neverthel•••• atronger than \ 
\ 

\ 

i ta oppon•t•. ) 

The oppoe1t1on, 011 the other hand, bad tellen into 

dieanay. fbe hninoial Part1 had ,aeee4 f1'om the eoene 

when Walk• tonally joined the Con•en tivea. 5 Th• Labou.r­

Sociallet gnup. we ka-4 by 1 t• poor ahovtng in ibe . .fed­

eral eleot1one et 192S u.4 1926 , •• looked in a taot1onal 

diap,11• b•1w en 1ta Ooammi t and anti..Communlat wtnp.6 

It vu, the:reton. al>l• to fteld onl.7 a tw can414at•• in 

the prOTlnoial eleot101i. 

Although the Libenl.a too bad a new leader 1n Dr. 

John Duno n M oLean, w'bo bad 'be n ohoeen by 011Ter 'betore 

hie death by oancer 1n t, 1927, the n1 b 4 not been 

rerltalihd.. In rt MaoLean waa burp red~ at •Te'te, 

p Micul rly Oliver•• •tubborn retu al to grani Vanoouver 



an, Cabinet r pres nte.tion, eeand&ls over th• ad lnletra­

tion of tb• Liquor Control BoaJ'd and the failure of 'the 

federal Llb ral in Jritt•h Oolu -ta in thq 1926 election. 

hen 011v r ' • well- ubl1o1se4 oonTeraion to "reform and 

progreea•8 1; th 1927 Liberal convention made little im­

preaaion aince hie choice ot cLean indicated there would 

be little ob • in the 41,.•otion ot Liberal polloiea. 

oh of the failure to 1mp:rov·e 1Jhe Liberal •• pub­

lie im • must be ttnbute4 to tbe character and action• 

of the new Premier. J. D. MaeLean , a Prince MW&J'd !eland 

Soot • ha4 auooe ded through diligence and inietr tive 

ability wbil l eking many ot the tra41ttcmal gift• ot 

poll i i tan. !he pr1no1pal of tbe Roaaland eohool , he bad 

returned to Gill Untv ·r it:, and paduat din medicine , 

returning to practice u Roeala.nd in 1907. Elected in 1916, 

MaoLean had held the poaitiona of Provinai l S•oratary , 

M1n1eter of Eduoat1on, Railway• and ftnanoe . 1clmaae4 

"Velvet Veet"9 by hie oollea,uea, he••• 4• p1te b:t.a 7ear• 

1n politics , JO poua and ped ntic in -public an4 overly 

o onfida:nt ot hie own bil:l t, to ttun the p.roYinoe w111hout 

error. By bis own at tQlent , 

O\tr policy tor the future will no-t be an entirely new 
oae . It will be bued on the policy ot the paat a• I 
have lready outlined . It will be t o continue tbe 
preaent pol1c1•• but to :vo14 the mistake that have 
been m de in the paat .10 

l ewepaper re otion to hia •el ection 8119Si'ai1Ht4 

and without entbuaiaa . 
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J. D. :L.an ha• ore l>l'ill1an oollea • 'but noi 
one enjoy• are tr e aure of public conf14enoe. 
He ta a •ound man, not oae to act vttheut ear•tw. 
en.cp1ry d lnYeeti tion •••• The o uou• ooul · 
haYe done eo thing epectaoular but t.hia 1• a-14om 
• te. 11 

H1• ttone duriq the perio before the general 

elM'tion were ple Y ritteat-1oa of hi• "eat•• oh raeter. 

The Oliv r c binet remained unohang 4 de• 1t• the t ·tit 

oonaiat-1 ot only five en , tour of wh · had b· en 1n ofttoe 

for tw lve yean. Endle sl7 re»eat1n the acoo pliaha nta 

of t ·he Ollv r re • • .c.,L n ottered no new depanurea 

in leg:lela-tton. By 1Jlpl1oat1on he reject .. th promlaea ot 

the 1927 Liberal oonven'l1on . Ia hie only L.giel tive •••-

ion, on ot the longee't on record , there•• little ot 

aign1t1oance. x in with number ot dminiatr ti•• 

ohar:lgee w•r the •tand r4 p-re- elect1on prom1••• ot tax re­

auotion, rel1et tor taner• tr irrigation eh rgea , an 

exteneion ot the P. G. E. and 1nore aed t\&ade for highway• 

.r.ul public work• • In 4d1 tion, o'.Lean announced th t n•-

got1atione for the retum ot the Peaoe R1Yer an4 ilvay 

lan a bad begun vi tb the fetl•ral govemment and that Ven­

oouYer· would be given o ·binet repreaen tlofl before 'b• 

leotion. 

roueed 11itl• nthusta • , Iatan • • ettorta Wffe 8\Hito-e••-

fully tt olce by tbe agp ee1v ConeerY t1Tee 

tle, tool te an benetioial only ~o apecial intereet•• 

ovem.m nt •lay 4 the ne ot tione and the 
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0 bin i r or 1sation wae too 1 n delayed and poorly u-

eout-4 to improve tb ·ti'beral • politioial preetil• • ta 

ooatraet tc, th vigour ot the O.ona nativ-ea , the Libenla 

under Lean proj c1l-4 a pio""r• ot a un1nep1red , tn.g-

ente4 party. 

owh re waa tbie ore obT1oua thatl in oLean•• 

atte pt io grant cabin t repr•••t tion to Vanoouvez,. In 

the 1924 election, tbe Lt'berale won all t1ve VanoouTer 

eeate for the .firet ti • • hur ot the Yanoow r • • L. A. • a 

h d claim• io oabin•t appointinent by vuwe ot their 

pro tneace.12 or uexplaine reaaona , Oliver r•~•,ct to 

include any Vaneouver aftben 1n the oabin t . 1926, 

the aen1or • L. A., Obarlea Woodward , ha4 ee ,aed to at­

tend ihe eauoue . He ant V. W. Odlum openly cr1 t1oiae4 the 

adminietrat1on. Wi tb the aecee.aion of ote , the time 

•• e4 auapioioua tor heal.in · 11be aplit . t , tn hie new 

oaltinet, . Lean ipored all wt Ian okennie , who vaa 

given the uni portant ;position of bntncial Seoret r"I • 

,nd made Donald DonagbJ1) niat•r ot Pinance, tbcmp he 

wu not • • L. A. When th• election waa called, WooctwaJld 

and Odlwn o le4 tor the 4ete t of tb• Liberal• an-4 Don­

aghy wae left to wn on a uate oonaiatin ot an ald• 

and tuee pariJ' faitbtula .14 

In eontna, the Oonaena,ivea were able to field 

a etrong V noou r ala • . h · anenteen nom1n• a• · Oa1'•­

tull7 balaao poup ot well-known oan414 t•• a choeen. 
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The inolu ion of W lkem , the x- Provinoi l Party • L. A., 

and William Curtis Shellyl5 aignitied the return ot the ,--? 

..-- f ;, 

maverioke to th Oona rvative fold . The choice of itland , 

Nelson Spencer and 1111 Dick d monatr t d that the ni­

mo itiea of th l der hip convention h d be n forgotten . 

While Vancouver elected only five ember to th provincial 

L gi 1 ture , it wae the mot populou area of the province 

and the mot publicized . All parties avidly sought elctor­

al strength ther to illustrate th ir provi~oial power. In 

two r peats , the Oonaerv tives had be n ore euooeaetul 

th n the Lib rale . Their el te h d reconciled the diver­

gent groups; the Liberals had . ooentue:ted their division. 

The Con ervatives had a wide choice of new ppealing o n­

didatea; the Liberals had lost their bet vote getter . 

Tolmie r signed his federal seat and returned to 

British Oolu bi immediately fter aoL n call d a prov­

incial election . Within ten daya th Oon ervatives com­

pleted their nominations for 11 et nd i sued a ani­

f'esto promising th voters a government which would be 

a live , wid -awak organization , filled with entbu -
iaem and confidence in our futur , and having on of 
ita m 1n reasons £or ex1 teno tbe power it on wiel d 
in bringing about big er an.d bett r bu i n as for Brit-
1 h Oolwnb1 . 1 6 

In the economic cli t of that year, this was an 

appeal well caloulated to attract widespread support . 

British Oolumbi was prop roua nd th r em d just 

oau e tor opt1 1 • Aa P •• owler , president of th 
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Victoria Cba ber of Oomm roe tated: 

The year 1928 is one of the oat prop rous in th 
history or Br1 tieh Colu bia . Thi proaperi ty i · not 
a balloon growth but is fund ental , b ed on in­
crea ed pr duotion fn two primary 1ndustr1e , agri­
culture and 1n1ng. Y 

[ining , riculture , tieh ri , lumb rin nd man-

ufaoturing production and groa valu 11 how d in-

er as a . 18 !he D p rtment of Labour nnounced that une -

ployment in th onth of July waa only 2. 81' of the work 

tore and , over th entire year , there waa a r oord b1gh 

in th nub r of ployed pr one an total wage• p id . 

The , verag indu tri l wa ewe teadily 1nor sing d lit­

tl time wae lost tn 1 bour di ute •19 While nei"ther th• 

Okanagan nor tbe Koote:naye bad aol ved tl1 ir m .rksting pro­

blems , their 1 edi 1e aitu tion b d been improved by the 

general pro perity . 20 Vancouver and Vtotori were booming, 

each 1n her own peculiar way . Vanoouver •a bank olearings 

baa reached th billion doll r rk and he vaa 1n tbe pro­

oe s of ext nding hr bound rie to include the urroundin 

munioipalities . 21 Viotori busy ret1r1n her debt . 22 

Under th oiroum tance , British Oolu biane bowed 

no re t entbu 1 am in the provinoi l leotion . With only 

two part1e · in th f1 ld nd both co itted tom inta1n1ng 

proaperit7 through si Ur o1ic1ea , 

few. fhe Oon rv tivee · were bl to 

jor i su s were 

the gov rmnent • 

use of patronag and it lure tor duce the excessive 

provinoial debt while promiain further tax .reduction by 



tncrea•ing government l tticl · oy. the Liberal.a ran on 

their J"eool'd . 

In nob a o-onteet it waa innitable -th t th eleo­

tion oom, nt te4 on the peraona.11t1ee wt.thin each part7. 

In th1 Teapeet the Oon••rvati••• wer• mueh the atroftge..-. \ 
! 

-~~~~ le •_1n_~ a -~ ri7 -~--~~1at'!4_ ~ -~~--pub7 
~- •. ••' '-.. -- •• _, i 

lie ind with debt , Ul\'JNVen han4al and anogano;e but be \ ~----~-~ -~."' .. "' ___ . - - '·---. .~- ~· --.. - .,... - . ...~ ... ~-· ·- \ 

waa not ~~- ppeal.ing pl ttorm pereonality. · In b1a publJo \ 
~-• . ........____., ,. , ••·· ' ' • '· •. , ,.. I 

-,~e!tb~• be wa~ n ~ the pedan1 , _ reeit1n the etattat101 / 
"-.._..- '~,., ____ .. - - - ! 

of pa•t eu.oo•e• • • He could otter ao eolution to the Pl'► 
~--

'bleu -of the P . a. • esoept t he hope tt might be 014 na \ 

ooult1 he announce at1f noo••• in 4ealius vtth the return \ 

of te4eral landa. te the pNYince. Of new policies he aaicl 

nothing. Wh:lle olmowle-ctgtng he va■ a1neere and boneet , 

th• public h 14 oLean and the L1beral party reapenaibl• 

tor the economic tluo1uat1ona ot fte pa•t ten y•an. 23 

On 'ihe otber hand , the Oonaenativ•• ba4 candidatea 
.... ,...__...... ............ -~- --....._,......-·---'-...._ ... -- -- ....... " .. ' . ~- .... ~ -,~-

with reoorde ot buaines• uoeeae and a leader wbo•e ,u•l.lo 
'~-- __ .,.,~-- ·-✓-------....._,.- --~-- -· '' - ' ,. 

popul J1.t1 gNW throughout 'the oapaign. OoT ring the en-
<""'...______ ----- •' ' ' . . --- ' 
tire prov1nl'e in an estend•4 t-eur bye r nd train, fol ie 

proved b1 eel.I to •• an aocompliau4 and enten Wns 

epeateF with nitablJ bucolio wit . While - ta 

were el4o ot ~eat utelleotual men t • hie • eechea _re-
s.../~ - -~ ' ' . . --------

41 •~-~i~ antl inoei,:tt:r. attraotj.vely b llubecl 
'-.....,/' -- ·--· 

_ with a fund of hWDOU'l\'.QU,a aneodotea . 24 In •um, 'lol 1• ba4 "'- -",,.,,.-------.. ____ - - ,. . -
\he politic p~•~eno• tha1 oL an so olear!X, lacked , ----~ ~-- .. -------------- --- -- ,_, 

---------

I 
\ 
l 

\ 
) 
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backed by a r eord ot uoceas in th t d ral field . By 

_el otion cl y , ven the Liberal paper were conceding vic­

tory to Tol ie and specul t ing on th oompo ition of bis 

oabinet . 

The reault was an overwhel ing victory for the Oon­

erv tivea , reminiscent of th d y of Brid . Sweeping 

Viotori and V noouv r , th arty took 35 •• te with 5) . )~ 

of the popular vote . All re ions of Britiab Columbi ex-

oept the Kootenaya return d jority of Cone rv ti'Y·•• • 

oLean was def ted in Viotoria and th Liberals were 

reduced to 12 eeata and 4 of the vote . Th jor factor 

in thi deo1eive win lay in the t'act th t only 22 ridings 

bad lti-c ndid te conte ta and only 61' ot th vote waa 

given to oandidatea of other than the Oon rv t1v and L1b-

ral part1e , v ry marked r duot1on f'rom previous lec­

tione. 25 

The leotion victory s per onal triu ph tor ~... ---
Tol ie . H bad proven he could unite hi p rty nd , in 

th campaign , ·had g -in d the oontidenoe ot th el ctorate , 
'--- -------two obievementa which Bow r h d been unable to ooQm-

plish. Yet the Totere bad also supported oontinu d proa-
"'--"" ~ 

peri ty , tax reduction and the eli .1na tion ot patron • • 

Tol ie • p r■onal popul rity would not ere t lasting sup­

port . It would be contig nt on h1 b111ty to cbieve 

theee objectiv a . Hi choice of c bin t 1n1 tr wa th . 

fir t indication ot Tol i ' bility to overn ! ! ioientl1~ 
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Untortunat ly politic 1 pre ur , not ad ini t tiv com­

pet no , governed his el otion . 

One ontb after the election , the Tol ie cabin t 

wa sworn into oftice . 26 Generally, n wapaper opinion was 

favourable , although th re were com nta th t , bee use of 

the in xperienoe of th ini t era , th cabinet muat be r -

garded a tent tive . 27 Them jor c ~1oiam wae in respect 

to the size of the o bin t . V n it wa the 

large t in recent ti ea and a e d to oontr diet the Oon er­

vati ve • s pro is to oonomize . 28 Tolmi d ptly re ponded 

that: 

There w s tim when cabin t of 4 or 5 e ble to 
handle the ff ire ·ot Briti h Columbi , but with the 
growth of various 1nduetr1e such lumbering , gri­
oulture, minin , fisheries and nutaotur , it 1 no 
longer po eible . It will be found th t ttioieno11n 
ad 1n1str tion 1s alwaya true eoono.,- in tb end . In 
gov rn ent as 1n bueine s , oonoent tion p ya-. I think 
it will prove to be sound policy not to enou b r any 
mini ter witb too many or too diversified reae of ad­
ministration . I ~t e oh to give h1s b t to hi par­
ticul r portfolio . 9 

Tolmie ' s t t ment w trin in enuou• . In 

l tt r writt n priv tely at lat rd te , he oo ented s 

ny ot the ber of tbe oauoue exp ot d to b in-
vited into tbe O binet , but I a quit aur th t Sol­
omon him elf could not bav got more than 8 m n into 
8 ae ta . 10 · 

Oon 1d ring the oonfiicting pre sur with whioh 

Tol ie had to cont nd , th c binet was good oo pro is . 

traditionally , Briti h Oolu bi o binet db en drawn 

up with an eye to r of overnm nte.J. lecto l upport 

and important ograpb1o reg1one r ther than eel oting 
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e pa.bl individual adminietratora. In thi r epeot it ie 

similar t th t eral o btnet. In the o paign , felmie 

0 

and 11 mere buein ea-like adm1n1atr tion. Nov Victoria and 

anoouver 'bu inn and public had 1.1ppori&d th Oon en -

tives eo h avU in the eleotiont Tolmi had to aatief7 

their olai a . 

le alee h d to noonotle cl 1 a within the, MJ. 

Pro- and nti- Boweer enti11ent attll existed and G<>minanoe 

in tb c b1n tot one group would alien t• the otber and 

reopen the atill unheal•4 •1t11t . Ala w ll, he bad to a4-

jud1ca'te th o 1 e of the new em · t>a u oppose to tboae 

ot th oxpertenoed • L. A. • e . Tb~ old au rd bad lons and 

t 1thful ser-rtoe a v 11 a, 1n ao oaaee , con 14e bl• 

legi lat1ve exp•rttee. the new me b rs oould contend thai 

they had b en a Jor t otor 1D r ebuilding the n7 and 

winning the election. All w. 111 be 4• tm•trated • ol 1• J 
neYer able •o t1ncl oOlllpletely aooeptabl-e balanee . 

!olnde hi a•lf took tbe tlway portfolio beoqee 

of the tin o1 . l im:portanoe ot ih P. G. B. or the moat 

an, h• • w hi function ae being ob •irm of the o y,d , 

r ining fre ot du ot aclmtniatr tiff re•pon ibilit e . )1 

fbe ••l•otion of s. L. Howe aa ·rovi'no1el Seoretar,y eened 

numb r ot purpo•••• Ae a aucoeaetul bueinee .............. , be 

woUld be l to 1 rove the min1et • · tton of th variw 

b altb and welfa aerYioea within tbe de rtment . Ae ex-
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pr aidente of th British Oolumbi Oon rv tive A eooia­

tion , h , 1tl nd nd Lougheed would provid cont ct with 

the party memb r · nd , in t et, Howe act d • financial 

oontroll r of part7 tunde . 32 Aa the me b r tor R1obmond­

Po1nt Grey , he gave additional repr sentation to V noou-

ver . 

The choice of Pool ey and Joshua Hinchlitte as 

Attorney- General and niater of Education respectively 

we not urpriaing. Both men , aa strong me bere ot the 

Conservative opposition, had acted aa critics of thee 

departments . Unlik mot of the other me ber of th tront 

b nob , they wer . experi noed and toroet\ll d b ter in the- -- - ~-~ 

House . It for no other rea on , Pooley ' • aervioe Oon r-

vativ house lad rand his upport ot Ladn r v him a 

definite cl im to major portfolio. In view of Pattullo•a 

comment th t th o bin.et was dominat d by V ncouver bue1-

nesa intereets , JJ it must b noted th t th e two ppotnt­

mente gave Victoria equality in both numb re and. importance 

1n th cabinet with Vaneouv r . 

'.rhe moat difficult po it1on to till that ot 

Finance Piiniater . J . w. Jone J4 had been highly r garded 

tinanoial orit1c while in oppo 1tion and a po sibility tor 

houa led r 1n 1924. However , w. c. Shelly alao bad 

strong claim to th po ition . Aa suooe stul buain ee • 
it w thought he would in pir oon~idenoe in th polioiea 

of tbe new dminiatration. Becau eh had led the poll in 



Vancouver, he was an obvious choio to repre ent the city 

in the cabinet.J5 Fin lly, as an active participant in 

both the Provincial Party and Ladner's campaign, his in­

clusion was a neoes ary demonstration that Tolmie would 

not follow Bowser's example. Jones had to be temporarily 

satisfied with being Speaker of the Hou e. 

The remainder of the appointments were unexcep­

tional. R. L. Maitland and N. s. Lougheed, as well as 

having strong party connection, were popul r in their geo­

graphical regions. R. w. Bruhn had s veral virtu s. He was 

a Scandinavian in n all English-Canadian group, had m de 

a fortune through hie own effort and wa well-known in the 

interior of the province. w. A. okenzie had been a pram-

1nent anti-Bowserite while F. P. Burden and William Atkin­

son were included to achieve a geographical balance. All 

in all, the cabinet was not arkedly different, though some­

what stronger than previous administrations, and particular 

approval was giv n to the choio of Shelly and Howe.J6 

However, from the standpoint of the party, the 

cabinet was not as successful. Wheth r ooneoiously or not, 

Tolmie had seleet d a cabinet in which the most promi­

nent members had be n closely associated with the anti­

Bow er wing. No prominent Bowser upport r, such as w. 
Dick or J. w. Berry,J7 wa included. While it is true that 

the pro-Bowser lement was only a mall percentage of the 

caucus and they were not men of out tanding qualities, 
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they bad oone1c!enbl :lntlu noe vi thin tbe any oraaat­

raation . elm1e ' e t 1lure to win tb . over waa to pre'Yid• / 
( 

the 1 petua tor th return ot Bowser in 19)2 ud th• ti- \ 

nal party pltt . / 

t tbi• waa all 1n tb• hture . At the moaent ol­

mt•• • a4a1n1at• tton vaa genenuly well thou hot. part:t.o­

ul rl7 1D anoouve1r. J8 O.er the next ye r th1• appronl 

41m1a1abed but , cert tnl7 , G. G. Geer•• oontentton that 

ibe govemmeni vae d1sored.1te4 bf tho encl or 1929 • a 

po•oly en gerate4 vi-w . )9 there vaa little oontempora17 

oJ'1ticiani ot the thwN week poatponera nt ot the Le 1ala­

ttve ••• ion, th• l ngtb ot the ••••ion 011 the non­

oont~overa1al nature ot th• legiel.at·ton. 40 ?he !!B. nen 

OODlllMIIUCe4 ,be goyeJ'mlUmt.41 

In tact, the fol 1• admtnietr t1on bacl numlHtr ot 

d1•t1net auocea . •• aurtng 1 ta tira't 7• r of otf1oe. In 

Deoe ber. 1928, D. B. Plunkett retained fol 1• ' • te4eral 

e-eat 1n Y:t.otoria tor the Oonaenat1••• by 4et ati s 

I . D. !SOL . . • M PlW'lkett wall oloaely aeooi ted vi th 

!olmi• and waa , ba taot. l 1 11 auickd by him.42 tht• 

v1otor.r waa cone1d•N4 a vote ot oontidenoe 1n the pro­

vinoial n7. At the••• tim the bJ◄le.ct1o.n ended 

oLean*e politic c rear. Juet prior to the operriq of / 
,. 

tbe Legtelat1Te aeaa1on, the Lib nl c :aoua elec'bed t . D. \ 
I 

Jattullo,4) ~he part1•• hou•• leact•tt . -1 

Later the uae month, hemiei- ol 1• a abl• to 
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finite co t t th f ovem ··nt 

to return to th rovinoe tb · un 11 nat d p rt of thu (lan• 

dian P c1.f'io 11 · land ·. t . l'b l · a involved in- • 

ain 11n nd J, soo,ooo a.or hlook in t h oe Riv J' 

area . 44 oti tto tor th t n fer b e be,gun 1 

Oliv r ;d eon inu y acLean but 11otbln d tinit b d 

b n ti ttl d. h 

to Ooneerv t1 

• to . · nt 

e1 that wb.ioh it t 

1ng Lib b ·v be•n r tleot:ton o · Pr 

1n1 ter w. L . • Kln ' pep O?lal ttitud · tb t lltb tac,t 

tli· t tb pr vtnc b b oom Cone " tiv . 1s not n e s­

ril7 a bad tbin tor · tede · Liber l 

In eb:ru ry , fol 1 \'J. e ale:0 abl to nnounoe th 

cbieve ent of n t . r l - ou t obj t1v • Ile in:tormed 

the Hc,u. e th t th prov1.no1 

P otfic -ailwq mt the O 

· oven ant , th 

1an ,tion 1 11 y h cl 

agreed on joint urvey of h n tural re ttroee of th 

territory end by the • • • 46 Sueh a eurv.,- ha4 lo 

v-

betm ooted .a t1r t t p in con ineing et thei-

of the 'i naoonti ental rail · ya to t e ov r t .he provin-

c1ally own lin . ol ' coee 1n the two tt re , 

lon dtao · t o~ eon• · te4 , atly bieh b d 

enhanced hi re:eti • 

ev rthele • ther 

1n1 tri tlve oa bilt.t1 .. or the ev govem nt . 
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Ae their t'1ret 7e r in otfic dr te a clo , th govern-

ment •• be t by ountin wav ot eritieie o• r the 

tti tudee and ct1on& of a.o e of the c binet . !her w ~• 

numerous coapl int ot ep ift.o eta ot 1&eftio1ency and 

to the con1ra17 • of inoreae.ecl ue ot pol1 tieal 

Part of the problem va attri'buted t-0 olmi him­

a 1 f . Ae early aa Oo'tobff • 1928, th . ,:anpmaveJl' St8z au,• 

geeied 'that fol 1 "'18 not ezero1•1na nft1e1 ntly fl.rm 

control ov r the cabin t4? lltl4 thla bee oo on c·om-

pl int clurtq · 4 tt. r t he first le ttve eea ion . 

the L&gial tive A embly. 

oeptt.ve ot the legiel · tive l'eponer of the p rtod , o -

mente4 tb 't t 

·' 

It wae only when. »octo-r . ol 1e re-cud ,Aariculture 
that be laJee4 mo en'\aril7. When he s•t• on to that• 
y ·,i never know vbeJ.t• h will o or W'hen b. will re­
lum. • • • ht pan ot tbe apeeeh vaa an v14ent 
pleuure to hi • He tum to the P. G. E. other 
thi ta•• a opena hi• de•k tor t h grind ot dail.J 
toll . ' 

fola1• h.ta .it wrot 

' 
1 l We bad a r, ther lna •• . a1on for this nee · ot th woo4a 

\ aa4 th• o t aurpr1a1ng p rt 'tom we th oont:raet; 
,{ to Ott • • In Ottaw; · , th peak•r ta r •~t 4 and 

\'i\ calla to on•r ar• pr ptly liat ned to . !he7 have not 
le-arn•4 i . t h N yet 4 it tdll tu · a great 4-1 ot 
eoho.oltn to et tb atraigh~enecl way . In taot • . an 
ent1Nl.7 n•w tmoapher• . 11 b ve to b er at•d . fhere 
1a 11t,1e re de te , th . oppositi<»! continin itaelt 
to petty' aool41ng and t ul ~tindin • lf'9 

\ 
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Untortun t ly , the legislature n v r (!id improve 

its beb viour nd Tol 1 never did r concile hi elf to 

the aituation . 50 

Ar sult , t le tin p rt, o fol 1 • ttitude 

waa eer1 · of unpoli tio and unpopul r ct1ons by · ome 

inistere . kenzie , in1 tr of nee nd Labour, was 

evere-ly ori tici ed tor an lleged invol v nt 1n certain 

ining companies und r govern ent inap·eotion and tor pub­

liahing normally eontidential report of departm nt l en­

gineers . Hinobllfte , an .A:ngl1o ;n canon , re wakened concern 

expreeaed at the tie of hia ppointment of th dan re of 

cl rgyman being put in char of public ohool • ystem. 

De pite th r pat d objeotione of the British Columb1 

School Tru t • and the Teacher• ' eder tion , be b 

o p ign to introduce prayer and Bibler din• int.o the 

aohool syate • Even Howe , who did littl els of note , l 
oau ed unfavourabl publicity by r tusin Pattullo the j Vr<-'] 

d,, ..... ► "'t 
cu tomaey Opposition le der •• pr1vil ge of ex in.in all 

O.rd era-in-C oun.011 . 

fhe chief oft nder wa th ini ter of P'1n no , 

Shelly. On au ing office , he bad r que ted oompl te 

audit of the provincial tin noes , tand rd procedure . 

Howev r , lt 1 1 possible not to gre with P ttullo ' 

oon.tention th t the Int ri udit Report pr nt d to th 

Houa vaa prt · rily politic dooument oondemnin the 

previous gov rnm nt . 51 in bi d oi ion on thie r port , 
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Shelly announoed th re could be no eneral t x reduction 

b,eoeuee of th neoea . 1 ty f or t he government to repl o 

trust tunds wron fully ueed b7 the- Liberal.a to avoid dot-

1oits . Al.re dy imder ttaok for eell1ng gov rnment boncl• 

through a r1• t e,mlioate ther t n publicly., Shelly 

de onatrat d bia political maladroitnea by lov ring auc­

eeea1on dutiee , a eaeure whieh only benitited tbe well .. 

to-do, wbil . attacking the principle of ttp rental legia­

lationt*, und r wbioh title he olase1f'1ed expenditure on 
/Cf J,, 7 

hoepi.tala, ohar1tiea, educ t1on nd peneion:a . ~2 While be 

made no reductions 1n govemment spending on thes items , 

bia budget p eoh interred that r duction would be macle 

in the future , another unpopul r idea . 

Wh11 auoh ineidente aa th•••· ereated IIUC·b unt v­

ou~ ble publicity for the overnm nt, the question ot pat­

ronaga aroue 4 the great,r torm. Soon atter the election, 

it becama obV1C)Us d even notorioua that th governmt,nt 

was eu~oumbing to the pres ure ot its e ber to :provicie 

employment tor the t 1 tht\tl . he Vancouv ,i: a tar obaerved 

thats 

No gov rnment bas ma.nag d to equire eo quickly a r ,­
utation tor the remora 1 ea el1min tion trom govern-
ment poets of men of the oppoait politic l f 1th. It 
•r b aa14, however , th t aa fr aa th h1 her rank• 
are concerned . the Goy rn nt ,~ob bly 'Will be able to 
give a v ry good coount or tt•elf •. On the otb r ban4 , 
~P and down the country, there have been ari7 minor 
d1amisaala or giatr tea , rod tor en and cone'tablee . 5) 

Some ppo1n ent raiaed little public oontroverey 
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ltbougb tbey wer cle rly a tter ot po11t1o xp 1-

•noy . there w virtually no o · ent wb th• pr · 14•l\t 

of the a an1oh Ccmeerv t1Te Aeeooiati.on wae ppointed 

Sergeant-at- or when 11. A. 

aon ot the lat• Oo aervatiT 

elY1e , 3ou · · liat an 

b r of P 11 ent , 

given the newly created poet of l>lreot-0r- neral of th 

British Ool bia reau ot PuD11o R 1 t1one . S4 ~be p­

po1n en.t oE • o. Oovntr, , who bac1 giv n up ht.• Saantoh 

ae t tor fol 1 , . rketing Repre emt t1ve tor Bni1eh 

Oolu bi 1n Gr t itain a-12d ot f . A. allin r. th 

onl7 Oona• · tive to loa• hi eeat in th 1928 election, 

a gcwe nt ag nt in Oran brook wer · • aubject of ely wt 
umte4 oonent . SS 

But three diarai sal and ubsequot ppoin ent 

or• ted atorm or dv :rse publicity an4 ae ·erely tr• 

ni h th ove ent•• 1 &•• he d1 • al ot H. L. 

~ tro hi po its.on ae a 1 istntor of the Uni­

v raity Endowment Landa , whtl• p,robabl juatitied, 

ori iela 4 beoauae ll •• replaoe4 by- the who bad 

drawn up the report on whloh 'th• diam1 a&l wae base • .S6 

The r elga tion of A. H. Cox, th bead of the Pl'ovtnetal. 

Civil Semo• 0 · S.on , and tho aube quent ppointment 

ot Col• no pi J! to reel aaify and 1nveat1 te th pro-

vtnoial 01v1l Sen1o• pN01pttated violent 'ltaolt 1 

P twllo vbo 1'811•4 th t tb ov l"mlent a un en ldng a 

whole• · • hou oleaning ot c ble oftic1 la to . e 
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tor pol1t1cal tr1ende . "S7 

fhia tt C • mild oOtD re4 to th · furoi- rou •4 

by the 41a 1eeal ot Judge Helen Gre,017 M 00111 of the Vu­

oouver Juvenile Ooun au her r•pla.o ent by a :s. Pat­

teraon, a prominent Oon•enative worker. Mn. oG111 , 

3Udge tor wel ve yeae, wae highly re ed tor her ettorte 

• j\lvemile offendera. Prior to her ~pointmat 

ahe ba4 been an otive aclvoc 'be ot woman •• eutfrage . She 

bad reta1n•4 a e oonneot1on with re . • E. S 1th., the 

fonaei- Liberal • L. A., elthouib no long r p.olt'tioall7 

actlve in any real aensa. S8 toln explained priv 1el7 

thats 

Po11._1oa bad nothing to 4o wi 'th th• dia ••al ot • 
Gill- her work bad been very ·un• tiet-icto17 . She 

waa gQided apparently by lawe other own. ,9 

!b.e public outoey wu tre end••. en the Vyqou­

ve,i: h:ovigo9 • rel tlvely oon11a1ent uppon . r ot the fol­

mie ad iniatration, oppoae4 hr removal by 4eolari.q1 

In the beenc• ot an:, ovenmftt aiat ent , the r•-
pl cement of Judge !faoGS.11 Vill be l'e,aried, aa a 
piec ot pol1,.1e l jugglery. This papeit ie net ent-
1o111ng the ap,-0111-.ent o~ 1•• Patteraon • She y 
make a goof jtadge and 1 t 1a po ai 'bl• h•r aerrlc,t .a to 
the Oonsenativ• pan, have 'be n auoh •• to -oall for 
a reward . But the pu'blio :la very t1N4 ot p.olltioal 
maoh1nee, patrona1• .an4 pork banela, It waa largely 
to get rid ot tb1e that l t threv the . Lean gOTem­
ment into the 4180- -ft • fbe tolnd.e govJ'Uleat came to 
office with the promiae of bett•r th1Q•• It m•1 'be 
warned . It ean not be clean an4 eft1c1ent unl••• it 
ia alao •trong. %twill inevtt bly lo•• p.tbl,ifa oon­
fidene and e'beem ~ ,et lilt 1t• Jrecleoeaeo.r, 60 

!he gov rnment •• ttempt to juetify iia aoticm 
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only d th tter worse. Pooley introduced a motion ot 

oenaur gainet th newapap re on the grounds th ta 

In the opinion ot this Houae , it 1a very regretable 
that inquiries are not addressed to th otfioiola in 
ob.arge of Government records 1-n order to obtain cor­
rect info , tion re ardins Government action tf:tore 
state ents in reg rd to euoh ction• re made . 

He went on to state th t • • 00111 had be n dia-

mi eed ttb cause ahe had refused too rry out the 1 wand 

had declined to co it delinquent girls to the lnauatr1al 

Soboo1 . n62 So violent wae the Hou e'e reaction th t Pooley 

withdrew th otion seven d ya 1 ter . 

!he ag11' t1on did not end With th otfioial x-

planation . While rs. oG1ll took no action , non-

political WO en•• co itte • he d d by ra . Rex ·ton and 

supported by nu ber of WO en'• organ1z tiona, began cir-

culat1ng a petition d mandin her reinstate ent . By Sept-

mber, the committ • had 150 bera nd ov r )000 aigna-

tur • • 6) While they int rviewed folmi , they were un ble 

to aooompliah any ohange in th govern ent •e ttttude and 

g · dually taded tro , public noti~e. Howev r, the publ1o1 ty 

the oo ittee bad gener te.d did erode public oont1denoe 1n 

the To , ie adm1n1atrat1on. Added to th otb r ction,e of 

the new gov .rnment, the die111as l ot ir • oGill con-

firmed the imprea in that th Oonael'vativee were atlll an 

unr formed , patron g -ridden party de pite th 1r ohange ot 

led rahip . 

How culp ble Tol e e with rep ct to hie ini-
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ster ' e patronage ppointmente is difficult to establi b. 

Oertainlyt ny Conaervativ felt th not nougll pat­

ronaae waa vaU bl and that Tol mi haul b or · th-

1 aa. J. • Oorn tt, the outb Vancouver • L. A., · rned 

that: 

ny b r r aliz th t ti is cing on and many 
ot tbe po ttion held by er one point d by th 
form r go ernment bould be 1mm di tely op n d and 
tilled by p ople in aymp thy with th pr nt ov­
•mm nt and who would carry out Oonaervat1ve polioies 
better than a Liberal . Present condition• ar creating 
a !e ling or un asineaa mong our members and they 
con ider th t , fter their effort on behelt of the 
party, this oond1tion abould be r v rsed . 64 

Tol e , however , eee • to have g nuin ly believed 

that he waa succea .t\11 in 11 iting th demand& for 

patronag and he may well have don ao. He explained to 

Senator Sme ton Whit: 

R turally after the el otion, tber w 
fight tor p tron e control d it wa d nded ot 
• that I abould 4iaobarge all Liberals in the ciTil 

eervice. Thia I absolutely retu d to cto , contending 
that ev ryone wae ntitled to t ir tri land aa 
long as tilled bi po 1 tion a t1staotor11J , nd 
did not t ke part in politioa and wa not tilling a 
po 1tion tb twas unnecee ry , be would not be inter-
tered with . Naturally , this did not brin ti !action 
to th t group of m n , to be seen att ran l ction, 
who re int rated in pot1tio only tor the revenue 
to bed rived therefrom. 5 

Tol1e ' tat ment ia bro d nou h to be etr. tobed 

to cover oat of the or1tio1aed ppoint nte and die isaala . 

It 1a only t 1r to point out • well th t tb re w s little 

Tol 1 oould do a ter th••• d1am1eeale ocourr d without 

disavowing a cabin t coll• e a.nd risking p rty d1eeen-

1on. 66 H taoed the usual robl of party too lon in 
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oppos1tton. n ly that bis eu9ponere were hunCJ7 toP.ot­

t1ee and not ntficiently eleri to avoid public on tied.•• 

BJ- the pol1 t1o tandarda of the d Y' • the aotiotH, ot the 

oa'b1n t were unneceaearil7 l>latant aad impol.1 t1~ • not 1m-

oral or 4isbone t . !olmie•s responeib111ty lay 1n the 

tact that ae be.Cl appointed the oablnet and , e an es,er ... 

1cmo4kl pol1itcian, hould have supervieed their aotio?la 

with grea"t;er care. It he Na.117 bad wt bed tor atl'ict 

patr01uare. he e·hould have ••rted bie utbori ty ae he111er 

'but, unfortunately, bis ohronte unwillinsn•• to do eo wae 

hia ,reate t failing • 

.Actually tb-e -ov ram nt •a loss of poJmlU euppori 

d:t.:aJting 1ta tirai. y · r• of oftioe wa.a n.e:1 '1\er exoept1on.al 

nor nee saarily on tio - • Ind.er nonaal cinwa tanee• ea 

the g.ove:rnment onttnuecl in ottte•, ita rlier often•• 

wwld b• to,rgott n while its le81alat1ve r•ooJ"d wCNld re­

build 1ta preati e. But to.r ,he olmi• gov•m e-111J, cir­

cwnatanoe vero not aonnal an4, l>•••t b7 eoonom1o o:r1•1• , 

1 t b&4 no opportur:d. t7 to reer• t• a ta•ourable t~. 

Perbap nothing oould ba•• •••ed the !ola1• ovffmtlent but 

1 ta euly cU.a1llu ion11eni ot the ho»•• ot reton 1ne'Ntue4 

its proele •• 
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In tbe l tter not 1929, the fol 1• adm1:n1e­

trat1on reache its peak. With a proeperoue economy , the 

government •• over-whelming leg1•l i1ve . jon.t1 • ed 

unebakable . Within two y an , tbe ad ini•tntion ' • 

atrengtb had vantahed. ~• prntnotal eoonomy b d d•­

cl1ned ala il'lgly. Huaclred• were on r li t . Unable to deal 

effectively with the eoonom1c cr1ais , th prortno1al Oon­

aeTVat.i Ye party wae in tell ot11ally baunaJtt , int mally 

fragmented d I in th qee ot th . eleoto te , <11acre4-

1 ted . Ae with ao any other governments 4urtn tb1·• per1• 

od , 1 the Tol 1• ini•tt ,1on oould not wi ihetand the 

pr• urea of the Ore t Depr•• ion. 

It is eae nti l to tree · that t.he tailuN of the 

poll t1cal le derabip to reeo ize ntf oounteraot the eco­

n mic change &J' obvious only in retro peat . be le 4•r• 

ltnew little more than did their follower• nd , to the -

jority of C na41ana, th• collapse of th ew York took 

rk:et in October, 1929, • ot inter• t, but not concern. 

Few wer speoul tin on any atook rltet2 d fewer etill 

• w any relationehip 'b . tween the etock ark t and their 



own pro perity. Pri e inister King ' comm nt t th . end 

of October r fieoted the Oan din mood aocuJtately1 

Economic conditions in Oanad have never been. sounder 
nor th t 1th in the dev lopm nt of th Dominion 
greater . he heo1:1o ·oond1t1ona wbioh b v prevailed 
might ve ome adv ree etteot on Can d1 n stocks but 
the oontidenoe ah own b7 for•ign inveator1 hould 1 t­
sel f be a factor in as uring confidenoe. J 

In British Oolu bia , 11 r ood prevailed . In 

hi yearly au r, , · _ or w. H. lkln , a wholesale rooer , 

took gr t prid · 1n noting that Vancouver ' s budget a al-

ost aa l ar ge as that ot the provincial govern nt and in 

li ting an 1 preaaive numb r of oo pleted and pl nned proj­

ects to expand th city. 4 The voter ah re-q hie opt1m1em. 

Having upported. on refel!'endum tor 5,850 ,ooo in .· y, 

they approved anotb r for 14 , 200, 000 in Dec ber , 1929. S 

No one expre ed oonoern about th f ct that th re a 

steady increase in the numb r of unemployed , necessitating 

an additional city grant of 51, 000 tor reliet6 and c :us­

ing a aerie of protest marches by the unem loyed through­

out the ontb ' ot December. ? 

The province , as whole , waa more prosperous than 

in previou ye r . l3ank cle rin a and the numb r ot em­

ployed re oh d r cord bi h . 8 The average industrial ge 

had ri en to 29. 20 ,week; th tot l v lu of product.ion 
I 

in grioul ture and 1ning t new record whil otb.er 1n-

duatr1e. re_ ined t t he hi h level of the pr vioua 

year . 10 Tolm1e ' a entbus1aat1o dvoo oy of a hi bway to ta 

the Alaskan rk t wa pto tic of tbe beli tin Brit-
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1Gb. Oolumbia ' e oontinuing upanaien. 

f.he le .1 lativ e•111,ton of 19)0 ,-eneeteil tb still 

bouyant prortnoi mood . !he gov rnment oft red only ••­

sure• to xpancl tb prov1nee 's ftport _ rketa and te make 

the 8overnment a4 · 1n1auaticm moJte et~(-4rl nt. S-o non­

oontroveraial a the 1'hrcme •»eeoh th t , a t the euggea­

t1on of the Lead•r of the Oppoeltion. Pattullo , the oue­

tom ry debate ended the• e day it began. In te d, the 

Liberals , oontinuing their attaek of ~be p:revioua ••••1on, 

tiled over 200 queeticma , ctea1ped to demonstr t• that lhe 

government waa uaing tt powera to dtamiae loyal civil ••r­

vante and appoint tb ir own aupporten . 11 Th•re waa only 

one question at all related to the probl · of unemploymen,¼2 

1ber wae ao little awareneaa ot the econom1o ••­

olin that Shelly ' s 19)0 budget w-. attacked tor ita fail­

ure to lower taxes aa the Oonaerv -live elttotton man1teato 

had prom1aed . Sb 111•• attempt to justify tax 1nor••••• 

to balance the budget and rettuoe the prov1no1al deficit 

waa ut'lpopular even within hie own ny • ev Oone•na-

t 1.mts defended the l.tudget in tile Bouae an4 ev n th• pro­

govermnent Oologi •t •• @entb.ua1_ atic . 13 In v1ev of th 

oritic1am directed at Shelly ' s au. ,ge.11t•ct 11ml tion Gn the 

ooate of ocial • nio••• he would have gained nc, eupport 

tor any policy of det · ined ret:.enohment . 

Nor wae there ny w.reneaa ot an economic reoe■-

aion voiced throu bout the l'tt ·tnder of the aeu1on. !rhe 
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1n1eter of La'bour 4eolared that only two re u• t• tor u ­

eietano• with the ooat ot unem;p10J1Dent relief had been r•­

oe:lvecl .14 The government took no action on th••• r queata , 

1mpl7tng th t the inoreaaed propam ot highway oon•trtte­

ticm would alleviate the probl · • Deepite waminsa ot wide­

apre d une11ploym nt in pt't ry ucluetrlealS and • aip1t-

1oant decline in prO'rinoial tu re•enue •16 folmi ·, on the 

eve ot the tecleral election, 1.nfcn.•ed R. ll. Benne,t ~hat 

Britiah Columbia'• eituatlon wae "not yet oritioal . •17 

.ApparentlJ Tol e bel1eve4 that the unnplo,ment eitu t1on 

waa •till ••••ntt.all7 a looal problea and did not eall tor 

t deral or pron.nolal interv•ntion. 

By th• end of tb• n . or, felaie wa,a toned te re­

•••••• hia view. A Shell7 bad pndieted ,18 W!leml)loyaent 

figures roae a, 4111 •• aeaeonal l bour ended . ».olin.e 

in export rket1 tor l ber, mbteral• and ealmcm produote 

iruU.oatect tbe eoonom.o et1tu ,tion would be wora than the 

trertoue rear. nietpal fun4a tor relief had Men 4N1ned 

during the aprtn4r. As the proTinot eoonom;y abnmlc, eo did 

provincial qs Nvemaee , thua 11111 ting the prortnoial re­

eouro•• • Under ib,eee cirouutanoN, the v1otoq ot Bennett 

and tb• federal Oonaen-at.1••• too on n 1 ediat• impop­

tanoe. 19 he folmi·e govern ent weloo • the new aclm1n1■-

trat1on•s willinpee to •••iet the »rovin.o•• wi'lh unn­

ploy ent reli t and the apeoitlo alloeauon ,of 1900 • ooo 
to Britiab Oolu \la tor 
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the relief ot unemployment in constructing, extending 
or improving public works nd undertakings , railways , 
highway , etc . that will aa 1st 1n p~viding us ful 
nd auitabl work tor the une ployed . 20 

Deepite this id , the economic eitu tion in th pro­

vino continued to det riorate . As early a rob , 19JO, 

Tolmie had become oonoerned about the gov rnment •a expendi­

tures . He told the c b1net a 

It 18 very important that no ajor commitment ahould 
be made by any member of the Cabi'r1et of e:xpendi tu:rea 
of aubat nt1al au• of oney without referring the 
same to the Treasur, Board . l would be ve-ry ple !!d 
it you would observe thia clo ly in th future . 

Despite repeated si ilar reque ta , no great reduc­

tion oocurre4 . In October , Tolmie reorganized h1a c binet . 

Impelled p rtly by public and party orit1o11m22 but, more 

import.antly , by th need to enforce mor stringent finan­

cial control , Tolmie r placed Shelly aa Fin nee . niate.r 

with J . w. Jones , the Speaker of the House . a or-e toroe­

tul and xperienced politician. At the eame tie , he moved 

two much or1t1oized miniet rs to 1 • onerou dut1ea and 

promoted R~ w. Bruhn to th 1nor singly 1 portant port­

folio of Labour and Public orke . 2J fypioally • no in"i ter 

was eummarily de oted . 

Publicly , Tolmie r ined optimi tic , telling the 

Conaerv tive Annual oonvention1 

19)0 haa been very trying ye r on account ot adverse 
buaineee condition and lack of . mployment tor men; 
however , the Right Hon . R. B. Bennett b tak n hold 
ot t he probl in a ~hole- he rted - y without making 
any excue a or ev n tte ptin to dodg the issue . 
The overnment ot Bri tieh Oolu bia baa be n glad to 
cooperate and ha b en joined w l -h rtedly by the 
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municipalitie. As a matter of fact, the municipalities 
have the first r sponsibility and only under extreme 
condi t1ons is the Provincial Government n.eeded to come 
to their assi tanoe. I think, in the long run, the 
situation will be handled satiefactorily.24 

r 

Privately, he was less confident and with good rea-\ 

eon. During November and Dec ember, an e timated 7,000 men \ 

were on relief in Vancouver. Hundreds more were coming in ;· 
, 

"on. the rod • " In a single breadline outside a Van.couver 1 

ohuroh, an observer counted 1,252 men. 25 The year-•rld sta-\ 

tiatios for 1930 showed declines in the total value o:r. 

production in all industries, 26 in the number of employed } 

persons and the total provincial payroli. 27 Tolmie could , 
I 

see ne hope of improvement in the unemployment situation. 2' 
I 

:By the time the 1931 Legislative session opened, \ 
l 

the twin problems of unemployment and relief costs domin- \ 

ated the discussions of the House. The Throne speech of- ) 

\ 

fered lit t le in the way of solutions. Announcing the com­

pletion of the Dominion-Provincial land transfer of rail­

way landa29 and plane for surveys to explore new export 

markets, the government merely expressed the hope that new 

areas of production would revitalize the provincial econ­

omy. However, the budget speech demonstrated that the ad-

( 
) 

/ 
ministration waa preparing for a year of financial strin­

gency. Announcing another deficit, Jones explained that 

86~ of the yearly provincial revenue was already oommitte 

and, consequently, unavailable to meet the increasing costs 

of relief. Having lived beyond its means for years, the 
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province now bad. to balano-e ,-avenue 114 espenditui-e to 

meet 1 ta f1nane1.al obligations · 4 Sntatn 1 ta . b111 t,' 

to bonow. !o c pen• te for tile re uoed revenues trG 

t ntion and the lack of long-tel'Dl loan mon -, . Jon•• ln­

cre e4 the provincial tno -_ tu by l" on virtually all 

el•• ot inoo e . )O 

J!eaidea bebl apopular • particul.arly w1 thin the 

Conaerv tive pe.rty , )l the tu tao:r -•• vae not ntf1oient 

to ••t the needs of the following month•• Unlike p:renoue 

7eara, •• aonal emplo,-n.t did not rkedly reduo.a uem­

ployment. So rapidly d14 the numbere of ue playe& tn­

oreaae th t the gOTe-..nt waa unable to plan ahead . In 

July , tht Minietea- of Labour and Public Worta nnwnoed a 

regtatnt1on of all un ployd ill the pztov1noe to en bl• 

th govemmen1i to plan an 4equat prep of publio 

worka. 32 At 't t tie, he eati . teti .there were ppros.t.­

ma'lel7 24,ooo unemployed in th• pron.nee. )) By Au,ust Jl , 

whtn the regiatr t1oa wae oomplete4 , \be total wae 35,842 

1ad1v1duala, not inc.l,uU.ng t llee. )4 

ln · n att t to deal with 'th probl , 'the prov­

inoi 1 govemmen'I eip:ed an agree t with the federal ad­

mini tra11on to ahare the ooat ot relief for oe·riatn 

ola•••• of unemployed .:'lS rua did not include reltet for 

a1ngle and tranai nt unemployed . For th:la group• the ro­

vinotal government , adopting a plan tr1 a in V · eeuvu in 

1922 , )6 aet up a eerita ot work o pa • ·oatly 1n r ote 

j 
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ares of the interior. Tbe ooet of er ating thee oampe­

$41J,249--d1d not inoludethe payment of the wages of the 

inhabitants at a minimum ot 82.00 per day.37 The total cost 

of unemployment relief of all kinds, from Octob r, 19)0 to 

August, 19Jl, exceeded 4,000,000, far above the govern­

ment's e timatea.38 

By the middle of October, 1931, the tinano1al posi­

tion of the provincial government was causing the eabinet 

great concern. Adding urgency were warnings bein made to 

Jones from local bankere.,J9 Eastern investment dealers40 

and the federal government. 41 In each case, the gist of 

the warning was that the province would have gre .t diffi­

culty obtaining any type of loan unlees it were able to 

balance the budget and demon trate an ability to reduce 

expenditure~ The situation became oritioal when Bennett 

preemptoril.y rejected the province's ee·timated financial 

r quirements, stating that the federal gov rnment was un­

able to meet such exorbitant demands and the provtnoe must 

eoonom1ze by cone ntrating on direct relief rather tban 

work projects.42 

App rently confident that the federal aprty would 

not permit th British Columbia Conserv tives to be ham­

strung by federal restriotion,43 Tolmie sent Jones to Ott­

awa to negotiate an aooeptabl compromise. He was speedily 

disabused. After an interview with Bennett, Jones wired 

Viotoria urging severe reduction in the provincial relief 
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nd th• 1 e41 te oloeur• ot all work 08lllP• •~ 

I ediately after, Jon•• reoei•e4 attother •ts-
er1n blow tr the Oana41an Bank ot Oo roe . s.H. Logan , 

the s . er msr.uger ot the bank, informed J ·onee tba, it 

would e n.o further loan• or ednmcea tor i,el1et won or 

ihe r tundin ot outat n4.1ng treaauJT 'b1lle . 4S Ia a letter 

written lat r to con.tin tl!te bank ' • po•.1tton, I.op.a ap­

plied nen more apeoit1o oon41tiona to eneure payment or 
the prorlno• • • ourrent 4•lft . fheee oondi tion,a wen 1"1814 

enough 'to be 0012e14•JJ•4 an implie1t tt p1 to 41otate 

the governmht ' • financial poliay oTer th• 1'lUt yean . 46 

itie bank • a poei tion vu 4eoe1rti vely eimpl.e . 'lh• 

Briti•h Columbia government waa crrer-enen • • .u debt­

or, the province 4 to 4eaoutnt• 1t• opacity to Npay 

ita original ·debt• by meetiq th• bank' • oondittona . fhen , 

and only then , cou.l tbq 41aouae f\lriber loana . !hen la 

no ind.1.o tion tb t the bank oona14ere4 1 t WQ 1ntr1DS1DC 

on 1be, pron.ne1al gOYentment • • oon•ti tutiontJ. po..,.ra by 

4eman41ns the ript to dete ine ita financial pol1o1•• • 

TheJ wer• · er•lY bein buait1eeel1ke and , in doing ao, 

were exereiaing exactly thew• ot ri id t1nanc1Al. con­

trol to which western Canadian• had alW&J'• 'been atmaitt••• 

A.a reaul t ot tbea• pr•a•ur .. , Tol 1 • tn a1 o■t 

tbe only tt durin ltl• Pl-• 1.rlhip, lost hie n ,tuftl op­

ti ia . ud wire4 deep inns ap raieal and plea to the 

Dominion govemm n.t1 



atpeoted both wernmente ehare direot relief to:r mu­
nie1:palit1 • • We re unable to finance our aha.re . Gen­
•nl t.me plo711eat situation threu out Provuo• 11.y 
growin wor••• Our financial eltu tion preolud•• U7 
further aotio.ne with~ ap.ot to relief of any Jdnd . 
Social oon41t1one alre4y abowin •1gna ot unreet . 

Olil.d reapeottully urge youl' aov•rmne"-t \o make ner, 
effort to provide tinano1a1 ananganta by 'W8¥ ot 
loan and con-tribution to enable u• to at•• some iaea­
eure of reliet. 47 

Juat t etteot Tolmie ' • a peal h d ia diffioult , 

to aeoert in. !he t ct ral gOY m ent continued to ineiat 

th t th prOYinoi l bu4aet be balanced , expenditure• be 

re4uced and federal oont:ri'butiona be uaed only tor apprwecl 

projeeta .49 Over the next tour onth•• the acrimonioua de­

b te ove:r the total uaount off eral aid to be giTen to 

Bri tiah Coluabi an,ct th ethod of 1 t• P8,1')1leDt oon~tne4 

between Ottawa and V1otor1a. Stevena an Ladner were tlrewn 

into the iepute. St••aa traYelletl to Vanoouver in Deoem­

ber to •••k coapr iae,49 Ladner argued the pron.nee ' • 

oaae with Bennett 111 Ottawa. SO Deapi t• the.tr etfone , tbe 

tel•grama became . ore nd ore pe""1ant. aa Bennett oom­

pla1nett 

Do you think it ••n•• any uaetul purpoae to aenc1 tele-
nme to ue erel1 tor the pqr ••• ot being able to 

ahow th to munioipal.1 ti•• an.4 othere therefore en­
cleavou-ring to ••tabl1ab hat reel)Olte1b111~ tor •xla­
'tiq oonditiena in the Provino• 1e "ributable to tb• 
.ederal , not tb Provincial a · 1.niat- tion? We have 

torwaried you 12 , :,00 , 000, ot whteh t soo,ooo wa• an 
o en advance an4 the re ifldar b 1na afJOured by !na­
au17 'bill• , tor hovinoial and · niolpal ex1)end1turea 
on authorised relief work. Appar,ently 7011 have u ed 
th••• tun4a in whole or in part tor Pl-mnotal purpo••• 
at •h• expenee ot nount• due to nioi lit1••• •• • 
You h •• ~Jen pa14 tbe full ourrt to which you are 
en'\1 tl e4 • ;,, 
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the root of the ted r -provincial 41 put.e lay 1n 

the commit ent ot boih governmen a to b traditional or­

thodox;, of the 4..-,, balanced budget . Wt 'th th• oon't1nue4 

contraict1on, of the " 'Ol1018J an4 the nbae(ll,lent deoltn• ot 

\ 
' 

oven ental Nv•nu••• the aoc•pted aolutton waa to r4Hlu.oe 

expen41 tur•• . Jlowever , both hml•tt and Tolmie t oed an. in- 1 
! 

ereaa1ng dnan.4 tor ftnanoial aid tor the r liet of the un- \ 

emplOJ' , enoouraged b7 Bennet~ •• prom1••• urtns th• fe -

enl o tp,. fh• wo idea• 0-f & bal&DO bu4 t au4 un­

••»10,ment re1iet wer• ineoenellable aa att• pta to 

achieve a aatiafaetory o !Prom1•• p?ocluoed oonatant twe­

tnt:l.on. fh1a hurp•rt4 all•• oti tion• . 52 

lloth govemment• tao . p r~ioular c!itticulttea. 

the provincial ndnie'ir 11a had oone-tent intluz of 

tranaien-ta • aqrooket:ln.g relief oo•t• d rapidl.y de­

olinlng revenuee . the aci1on ot th• Jank of Comae:ro• an4 

the s•.u• l weakln••• ot '$he tin ncial rket •• it ia­

po••1 bl• tor Jouee to obtain addlt1onal loana . Bn:,1•h 

Oolull1a e forced to ... 17 on tbe Dominion cn-ermraent tor 

th• neoea ·tU'Y t\mcl• • Vnal>l.e to plan ahead • the prov1no·lal 

o b1net voi-lc i . at t ot pei-,etual orieia . !be federal 

government taee4 a1m1lar robl•• with ptat r r•eounea 

but e(lll8lly lar eY o lip.ttone . Under pre nre bl · all 

prff1nolal gOY.,.,.r.JUU!U.••nt• .- wi bl-• to •• .. an end to the • on• 

oai.o cr1'•1•• . ett wa. forced to ad~utto t . -the 'Yaft,Oll• 

olaima wit.bout aoour te klun,1eta• ot th 1 e41ate alwa-

/ 

' ,, 
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tion. Bombard d by rumours ot Briti h Oolu b1a 'e extrav-

gance and inetficienoy , 5J he oould o-nly pre oh economy 

while restricting the now of federal grants unt,11 eatis­

f otory vidence of provinoi l n ce a.tty wa produo d. 54 

Tb relations between Victori and Ottawa were thu fur­

ther gravat d. 55 

By ebru ry , 1932 , the worat of the oontrover y had 

bated .• Britieh Columbia . ubmitted th prop r tona1 fed ­

ral gr uts nowed . or r gul rly . As Tolmt expl ined to 

a friend in the :federal House : 

Unemploym nt ha created quit a lot of controversy 
between the Dominion an.d Provincial ov rnment · as 
a re ult of "too ny oooke . " 1 ter came h re 
trom Ottawa t different times a:nd ·a reed to our pro­
poa la, both in organized and Qnorganiz.ed terri tot, 
and in the municipalities . ey laid down certain plane 
we, l ter diaeov red could not be e rried out due to a 
change 1n financial oondi ti one •••• Howey r , we teel , 
in the long run , work in Briti b Colu b.i was well 
done . The eat bliahment of the camps was ab avy under­
taking , oarrted out in a short time , provided mploy­
ment tor an army of un mpl·oy d , ll , 000 or who were 
tranaienta. W found on n l y. is to eo pre very t v­
our bly with that ot ny other provinoe . 56 

With federal aid , th 1 ediat tin no1 1 orieia 

waa ea ed; it was not re olved . Any hope tor an eoono io 

Pevival in 19j2 had van1ah d . 'the lu of ell induatri l 

production in the province bad declined f:tom th lows of 

th preVi ou y ar , her ldin or ·une ploy ent and ddi-

ttonal relief cot . 57 Acoordin to th r deral government, 

there wer )9,152 1nd1v1duale and f .. il1e reo 1vtng ome 

form of :reli t of June , 1932 , t a tot l coat of 

.58 82, 990 , 985~ Pro Septe b r , 1931 to . pril , 19J2, the 



pl"oYinoi govermaat •• ooet tor relief 'totalled 

l8 , ?62 , ooo . S9 In the 19)2 budget , Jon•• tncr ae4 tuee , 

reduced Department and Oivtl Sen1oe appropl"iattona n4 

ahine the coat ot eooial ael'Vioea t ,o the aln dy ov•r­

burdened 1na1d.eip . 11:iea . 60 It vu not ,nou h. fiie economic 

and t1nanetal poaition ot the . rovlnoe ate 111 declined. 

'.fol ie ' • one hop wa• that the Ip rial FA>onomio Oonter­

eace to be held in July in Ottawa would open new rkete 

tor provincial. 1nduatr1••• 61 By Ausuai , thi• bop too 

proved to be unr aliat1o .62 

oing continued eoonomte etringeney tor whiob h• 

bad no solution and inore e1ng popular 4iataYour, !ol 1• 

w a alao thr• tened by 41a ent within ,he Ooneerv ttve 

p rty . Thi ,any · oonn1et •• oauae4 only 1tl pan by the ( 

eoonomlo •1tu tion. lte origin• •~r•tchetl 1-ok to th 

p rty epl1 't ot 1924 and the le d•r•hip oonteet ot 1926 u , 
I 

wounda h 'I h d neve-r he ed wen reopened . fh• ten\toua 

unity ee"tabliebed under fol 1• b an to abred ova the 

pi-c>'bleaa of p :tron ge and political NOognition . Aa the H 

ov mment oODtinu d 1n ottiee , 1ta cleo1eiona , both c,con- ~ 

om10 and politic , aliena'ted varioua po,i;pe , damaging tb• 

rel tionabip betv en the feder cl prOYiDOial tdnp • 

o uein8 an incipient revolt by the Vanoow•r organ.1sa'1on, 

reviving th• bitiona o~ Bow rand ere ting reneve4 

&git ti<m tor non- rt)" dminist tion 1n the province. In 

th• Oon rv t1ve riy • inteftlal oonfliot • • much ae in 
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the eoono io aitu ti0:1'1 , lay the oau••• ot 'th \llt1 te 

ooll pee ot t he fol · e .ov mment . 

be eleet1on ot the tolmie d S.n1atnt1011 1n 1928 

ha not ended th atruggl.e tor the control of the party 

organisation. 

eleotion, tb riJ' aohinery . . ined in the control of --------. -------------- ·• ------ - .. --· 
the aew leadeJ" out ot hepee 

•• ' • ,-,. ·A- •••-• 

for rioto17, not peJ'aonal loyalt7. T'he eleotoNl noe••• 

of t he ea l• owee,- can41dat•e and their 8ll'ba uen:tJ.!rJ ~------~-=-.. ---· .- ----- -.... ... - --~- .... ~• ......... ...._ ..... - -- -
nance ot tbe o t,inet lef.. tneY1 tabl7 to an i~t,n:nal eon.---------- ,.,., --·--•-·---................... ..,.. ..... __...:... ..... -....... . ..... ~•. . ,._ 

n1ot tor control ot the 0cm •n ttYe Aaeoo ttone . In. 

1,2,, Shelly , Pooley an4 Bowe, backed by 'lolmie , euoo·u•­

tul.17 plaoed en loy to the new le ership in ccmtro1.6J 

Ae f ol.nd.e exp · ined to an ex-coll , 111• 1n the ted r 

Houee , 

·Ooa· t ti one h re re vae1l1 1 roved . Ai th l . et an­
nual m.eetiq 1n Viotort v• euoo••4•4 in oleaning up 
a 'b ti a1tut1cm htob bad eaiated 11'1 •~• ny tor 
aevenl yeu. an4 el•oted a ticket wh1oh •· uaanl-

ou ly npport1n • 'the oYenimwt . fbe • ·• ol•an-up 
took pl • in -Saanioh. fh•N wae alao bi ti bt · t 
the annual general ••tin in V noouver which l •t 
until 4100 • •• • an4 th•Y• too we auec•ded in eleotln1 
our eol14 tiok•t with jortti•• of 2 and J to 1. 64 

Untoriunately- , 'thie purge ore ted new probl.eme. 

f he fir t aot1on ot the new esecutive waa to replao• J •• 

erryt 1eld , the prO'rtnoial or 1W:i11er ppotnt:ed bf Bowaer 

in 1924, with w. B. Blllir. 6S rryt1eld ' • reaov o -

plete1y al.1 ~• the nmaini owaer •u~portera .bl the 

party. ore ortantl7 , Stevena took violent aoeption to 
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th ohans , oont ding lt would 

hi to work in olo • oooperat1cm wt.th -the provtnoial or­

l ·tt1aat1on. ,6 PinallJ , Bl ir prOY d to b unsuooea•t.11 in 

hie new position. 0. r the following 1ear, h auooee4N 

in an'la.gonis1ng 

v tlvee . 67 Alr · 

tro tb oGill 

7 of tb prortno1al n4 federal Ooaau• 

oonoemed by the publio repel'OUa ion• 

o Wa'tt eaeea , 68 the te eftl ,ar-

ty ben , tnolucting Bennett, · Bae , t•Tene and anenl 

other Bri tiah Columt,1 • P. • • • beo · • oom-inoed tha, 'the 

fol 1• ad: 1n1e t1on •• not giving the th 1r full aup­
port . 69 

1ro ol 1e ' a po1at ot rtew, auch acou• ticm• were 

unjust but 41.tticul t to r tu'te . olllie • • cordial nl tione 

with the Libenl Pn 1n1ete, nng,10 and b1• l ok ot 

inti t• oontac with Bennett . it 1 poaaible tor Tol-

le to c0tu:a~enot Stwen •e attl tu4e. Only d•oiaiYe vic-

to17 for th• Ooaeenati.Te · 17 in Bri tieh Oolu bi 1n i e 

19:l°✓ fed• . el o-ti.~ WOYld cliapel euapictone of fol 1• ' • 

loyal '17. 1e • unlikely to ooour. Aa form r Domin.ion 

o>! nlser, to 1 w t hoe re l1se4 it would be 41tftoult 

to 1mprove on th party•• ahowing ill 1926 when th Oouaer-

tiv•• ha4 won 12 ot tb• 14 Bri tiab Oolu b a ta . In 

view of nnett ' • UllJ>O l :r enunoi tion of the Auetnltan 

1-:ra • ire ty, it would b clitfioult even to ret in 11 of 

the • aeata . 71 Yet. any 4eol1ne in the Con en t1v• vote 

would b bl cl on the pronno1al adminietr tion . 
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•••rthel• • • aa a lo, l any , olaie worked 

for the el ctio of the te eral Oon en tiTe oandid t e . 72 

Ignoriq party ori ticia or 'Bennett •• l e? hip , 13 hi• 

condeacen 1.ng attitude ant hie int rterenoe in the Vancou­

ver organtu.,1011,14 Tolmie nttera'ted hie au pert of the 

t•deral part7 nd oo•1ttM the prnineial or1aru.ntton to 

1 ts au•• .. ?S the itah Oolumb1a Coneenat1Yee collected 

"• t82 , 000" for the te4eral. •O ai_gn.76 ancl proYino!lal 

o btnet mtniater apok tor teder oen4i4 t••• De pi'te 

these tton , the Ooneewativee retained only 1 ••ate , 

l oeln S to th L1 b rale. fbou b 'their popular vote 4•­

ol1ne4 by only S~, 11 the Brt tiah Col bt . r aul t w • o·on­

•14ere4 a defeat , rt1oululy •1noe th two• ron ••t 
c b1net poa 1bil1t1•• • Bte••n• and Ba , loat heir 

eeata . 78 

fol i , quit OOJT otly , •• u th t the tedenl. 

p· rty ' a deoltne in the pr0Yb1ce waa bl e4 on bi pereoa­

ally. 1, He repudi te4 this . pointin out th t b tveen ,he 

en ral el ctton d Jamaar,y , 1931 , the p:rortnoi OoMer­

v ttv • had won 11 tour b7-electiona, 1nolud1n the tnd1-

t1enally Li'be r1 1ne ot ortb V noouver. 80 He iolc1 the 

e41tor of the°'' 9 0&11§•9• 
I a jut givin you thee . figure• beoauae they 
ole rly v1ndto t• ua •fmd entlr ly 4ieprove th t -
able propa, 4 whleh wa• eoatt red ft r the la,, 
federal election to tlaa efteot we wen io bl • tor 
'tbe flet t ot eucU.4at•• 1 ri tieh Columbia. atunlly 
I v ry pl ed beoau I b v alW&7e felt th t Orii­
tc1• t t tt1 • waa v 1f1 unjuat nd unt ir. 81 



100 

Yet, deepit hie dieol 1 er, Tol • die! rearrange 

hi o binet •hortly after the federal election. Al thou h 

the Jl'"i r, motive tor thie aot waa a de ire to control 

tioal pr• urea . P. P. DQ.J'don, niater of Land, h db -

o . unpopul r botb generally and in bis f)W :r141q • 8) and 

thua hie appo1n · .ent u Aaent-<.kneral to"1! rtttah Ooluml>ia 

in London r ov 4 cm aouroe ot weaknee from tb provin­

cial onbin t . Hie rea1po:11on th n p:e tt,4 !olm1·e to 

move bis l••• euooeaetul minle era to minor poritol1oe. 

!he moat st 1t1out alum e· wae the relegation ot 

Shelly fro the Jor po t ot finance tater to Preei-

dent ot the Council . OttiolallJ• the r eon tor be aove 

vae th t Sla•lly oould not oontinu to make th• t1nano1 l 

aurtf1o•• entail eel in r t ining the poai tion Md had 

w1abe4 to have fewe~ adm1n1 t tiY re•pona1 ilittee.14 

Hovavttl" , the Lib nJ.e • au eetton that he waa mOYe4 b•­

oau • ot p rt7 nd J>Ubl1o preaeu:r• 1 ore r• . onable. 8S­

Sbell7 had p,roTen to be a very poor politician. While b1 

objeotive of b anoin 'lb• provincial bu pt b7 inoreaain 

tan ·ion 

li n oualy lowertn auco•••1on duties on 1 r • eat ie 

and at'taekin th ooa,a ot penaion• • e4ucatton nd boa­

pit • • He euoce •4 in oaatiag bi eelt •• a deteDlleT ot 

the ~iob an a r aoticm 17. 86 

Ia 44it1oa , Sh•llJ waa under rtoln'C attaolt 
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wt lh1n tb pa1't7. Tbroup a lack ot t ot , be bad a mt bt.r 

ot ereonal 41eputea wt tb Oon••rv ti.., · • L. A. • • 87 m.1, 
aeleot1on and n p:p:ort of Bl ir u party or_ganizt.l'_ had an.­

Watt 

oaee . , 1n t • opinion ot 4'ne federal • P. , c ·oat tbe 

p .ny th• election 1n t•e• . Jeri . 88 Aa a i«n ct 

Sbell7 ' • l ek of rly opulari ty , the aquley whioh Ut»'l-

ented .at11 en eet up at the au at1on ot two Oon-

••rvat1ve ~aoku»ohen.89 Ria Npl oement by Jon•• • a much 

more popul r un • • • • 'to h rt• b•.-n an. att"tmPt 'to i11prove 

party unlt:7. 

Untortunately , • vlth eo 1ll&l'J1' mew• · Tolmie cle , 

tb.e o 'bl.net • ttl• pro4uoe4 an eYen g:ite i ~ probl • _ ;er '?, 1 
- 'P <.,.(;-._; 

With the 1.ntroduo ion ot~u l~ lnoome , 1ttore e 1ll ~ 3 11 1 ,. J 

Jone• • tirat budget 1np.,,,o. a raah ot or1tic1a ed pro- J /,f 
·-,._ ,f ' ' • 

Boweer ,enti.m.ent n • t th• aem'be:r of tb Vano~~11 • '), 

Oona•n _ttve Allaoo1at1ou . !Che 4a:r after 'i • b\lcls t • eoh, 1 

the Oentnl :becut.1Ye ot 1'he Vano.ouv-e1' <fen enat1Y Aeeo-

01 tlon ooml ec1 the 1iax 1 oreae, an . de •4th• nsig• 

na•1one ot the Vanoouvu M. L. A.••• N91fls-»si,er r•pona ot 

the• e'ttng ln41o te4 that the t x tnereaae wu ••rely 

final · uravatto:n . !he JJteal point at t•eu wae "th• •••m­
m•'l ' • fa·11ure to prov1cle autficient •rona • . 90 . . :r1Dc ---·--· 
the r ind rot h month, •••tinge ot the indiYidual 

Vancouver al'd A.a ooia 1oaa d · dri th return ot Bowaer9l 

an.4 an i _ • ta'le l• terehiJ ootivent:lon. 92 fb re waa nen 

! . ( 

I • 
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a epeoulat1ve story that Tol ,ie would b come Li uten nt­

Gove:rnor, permitting Bow er to t ke ove-r · a arty 1 e.der. 9) 

:Bene . th th uaual po11.t1c l troth lay a erioue 

problem or internal Of.lntliet within the Cone rr t1Ye party. 

1lb reaul t ot th party pur , th fed ral el otion, 

Shelly ' demotion and the &cono io atr1ngency which bad 

resulted in . l<> ot patronag and the tax increa had 

brought di 0011t nt in Vancouv r with the dmin1atration to 

a he"d . 94 App al to unity and thr ats t~ Tolmie eemed 

to iner ae di ent.95 Walke , the ex-Provincial .Party 

M. L.A., privately told Tol iea 

the newap pr reports ot your utterances the last two 
Claya in Viotori · have comp•lle4 me to do wh t I have 
'been pl nning to do for some time. Youtt theme waa 
••1oyal ty" which re inded th t t-t r the Kamloop 
convention I wrote you pledgin my loyalty in sup-
port o! you leader ot the p rty. 

h - ents of th• l st thre year · h v caused 
e to change my v1ewa quite draatio lly and I . by no 

means eo l-0yal or enthu laatio as when I wrote. You 
on only be lc.yal to thoee who a~e loyal to you nd 
there wer too many tb1n • your sovemm nt did that I 
could not pprove of th ~ my loy lty jvat dried u LJmd-

- ~~~•d!!.J· ,_ • • • I want the.ref ore to -rescue rq to er 
lett.er nd be f,:e to do enotly as I pl see . 

I am not oing to vote against my p •rty . You 
need have no tear ot that. Neither do I w1ah to do to 
your troubles in B'fl1' way. bu"t I fe l it would not be 
f ir to you unleaa I'· told you exactly bow I f ~l . 96 

0v r the next few months, the ext nt of the V' noou­

ver revolt revealed iteelt ore explicitly . Willi Dick 

began publicly or1t1c1eing th overnment of which he was 

e ber._97 Then. Tolmi · reo ived two lett re , one trom th 

four Vancouver bao 'b nohers98 d the other .fl-om . ttland, 99 
· . 1911 

de nding obang• in th cabin t to giTe V noouver 1 ta 
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rightful voice ln the provinotal dmilliet ·.· tion . Speo1t­

io lly , the VanoouYff members wa11~ed two portfolio■ , ra,b­

er than the non-admini•tr t1Ye po•1t1ona held by Shelly 

and •itland . !hey went eo tar aa to otter to resign ao 

th t !olmi oould aeleot o-ther, more aooep-t ble , Vancou­

ver repreaentat1Yee . 

!l!ol•l•..,, bi• a aawver to tore · bi to ofter 

oabinet pot io .Bowaer.109 Ilia auapioione oould only have 

be n oonti ea aa a reault of u anti-a4miniet tion ••t­
ing h ,ld at th •em• time in Victoria. Ohai,.-.a by H. s. 
!ba:ln encl acld:nea.a by a . • Woodworth of Vanoouver, 101 

the II e,1 ' • vow.ct pu:tp&ee waa to atan a provtnoe-w14• 

81 tion tor a e b1net r organtaat1on 4 a l 4era•h1p 

convention. Ladn.er oona1dere4 it aerioua enou h to warn 

! ol ie to ue hia infiuenc• to •top any radio broactoaat 

ot the•• ttna.102 Aa Wner euapected, them eting d•­

voted lt••lt to an ttaok on ,be a4m1n1atnt1on•a 1lur• 

to reward lo, Ooneerv tiv•• and Wooa th 1peott1call7 

pra1eecl ovaeJ!1 

I know Bowe-, ia h01leet . l know he 1a o pable and he 
oaa deliver a tine publ1o •P •oh. I lmo he would • 

• t pu'blio ad 1a1 tn.tor •••• Put !oltnle ou.t an 
don ' t let Pattullo in.10) 

Confined in hta euep1o1one · d cone med th t fur­

'bbur o binet ohang•• would ala east m tina.noi o1rol•• , 

1'ol le • e retuaal ot the Vancouver member• • demand waa ttn 

and o retully buttreeee4 by an explan tion ot hie poe:ltlons 
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It wotll.d be well at tbia at to 1ve attention to 
~ at how tb• or inal o blll•t oN ted fler the General 
elect1o ot 1928 was formed •••• tou will r•m• t.er 
th t · • Shelly allowed hie n e 'to b · pl oetl on the 
ticket after betq ura.a 1,y promuel'l lead••• ot ,be 
Oonaerv tive Fty. He aocept-.d ~h• ttOlli tion and waa 
elected at th head of tb• poll . lbia ntoeaett 'be4 hi• 
reoognltion when the oabin•t vu or ttd an4 parilJ 
beoau • ot the taot th t h, w• t the .u d of the 
poll 1n the oat important olty in Britiah Oolum'b1a, 
he waa i •en the im1>on :nt porttolio ot nlates- ot 
Finance. VanoouYer _. alao r•preaeniecl bJ • 1t-
lan4 and • Howe. who , aa the· meab r tor Point. Grer-
R1cbmcm4 1 waa oonai4erN a V ncou• r . m.e11ber. 

on • Shelly retir1 ft-till the o 1 ioa of 
:Hnan.oe lthiater, he waa 11114• Prea1 eat ot the Oouaoll, 
oonald•:nd a very ilrportani po 1t1oa •••• It••' be 
r .... bere4 th t oab~t aeabera , wbe,her the7 are with 
or without pontolto, have fllll 4• 'ti p..S.vil•SM 
ad fllll •oting pove:r- id Oounoil .d , vhen 1 t oome to 
th• c1eoia1ona in 0GUl'1011 • their VG1o• and .-ote an 
equal tot tot any 1Un1ater witb portfolio. 

We are willing 1o k• our nan . ent · on the 
re.queat ot &ft1' of ih••• ain1• ere . n4 to haYe our d1a­
ou•a1one on c rt in nbjeote in wbioh t}ll y as-e e.1pe­
clall7 uitereeted fixed to meet their OO!lff~1aoe •• 
• • So 1 t ta tu1 'be ••Y toT tbt Mlnietere in V wver 
to attend tt they eo d•aiJte. • • • fbue t t ia quite 
evt4ent fanoou• ,: has ncn a\ltter-4 \Older the pr.eent 
arrange ot but reall.7 eh• baa aeouJ'eel on ■f>lliea 
und•r thi• govemmen't thllii •h• uid 1n. her h1•toq •• 
• • Attar reM coneide • . ._ion ot the ti ueaa ot ea.oh 
of the f0'1r •••b•?•, 1 OUl not ••• vbffe tht inte••t• 
of the proYinoe voul.4 be beaeti'"4 by wbatttuiiq 
th•• .tor thoee now oocn1p7ing oa'btnet poai tiona .and 
po•••••ing aome y· · • ot ewp~rt.enoe • ••• 

It bae not been uct• clear by your coneepoa­
deno• 'that Vanoouver 1• •u.ttenn. fN y lo•• 1n 
1the:r o binet repneent .t1on or tin.ano1all.7 aa a re-

r'!!, o!Jb:c:::•;: ;==::::!t ~: ;b:•:::.:rr-t!:!f 04 
48 ht be dpffted , thie reply did not reaolv• 

' 
the proble . itland retu:ftlec1 to the attack l ter that 

tolllie , aotin ihrough Latner, tt te4 to 41 oover whetheJt 
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the move had the euppo.r1 ot ny ot the t cter&l leadere.106 

fben he publiol;y waned the Oom,en t1vea of th 4angen 

of intern l die eneiona 

ome people have not been u well • tiafted aa thq 
might hav• bHD , othen hue been 0&ffJ1n& on briek 
asttation within 1h rty , not doing the p ny the 
le ■t bit ot 10Ckl , lnl't re · 17 playin 11lto the bani• 
ot tbe Liber • . We aboul4 reme ber that ·asi •tore 
ldoked out Sir Ric . rd Bncle . Shortly a:t'ta tbia , 
t here were tbne electiona- 1916, 1920, 1924- tbe 
Libenla won the all and tor ~el•• yeue t-he Lib• 
erale rulecl 'tbie p.rovtnoe and they etayd 1n until 
the reeaureotion of 1928. fb deteat 1n 1924 wa• clue 
to a aplifo~ the party an4 not to t he atrength of~• 
Libenla . 

I/ / / q ,1 I ,. 
· or the time being, the · tter ended there . Tbe 

Conservative Aium Oo1:1venttmi vot 4own a V oouver r••- _,, / ~----------
olution oalliq to-r lea4ereh1p eonteet, the V noouYer (, 

M. t . A, 18 lned in the party. · •• nhel••·· a Tol 1e / 

recopiaed , 108 th .Ueeon11en11 in Vanoou• r repreaen11ed ( 

eerloue probl tor b1a gOYernment . 

One of the p raia't•nt problema ot Canad.tea poli tioa 

h • bea the 41tf1oulty ot reoono111ng t b• requirement• ot 

lar • urbaa etropol1••• 111 • poli tieal ayete domin ted 

n:p.ertoally •7 Nral oommmit1••• V oouver, vi-th onl.J e1x 

aemb re , oould l4oa make or de.teat any prov1notal aov•m­
ment . A1: th eaae t a ,. it oould not be 1,nored. Aa the t1-

no1 · l center ot the p~ortne• , VanoouYer • a economic •S:tu-

t1on ul t1 tel7 atte:cted , to aae degree, all of the out­

lyiag .,.. • • A8 the portnoial tranaport tion and oomllllUd­

oation center, V noouver•• atti'tud•• •serotaecl p ~eua­

aive , -though oen 1nly not ctOllliaani , bfluenoe. 1n etfeot , 
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creasing public 41• cmtent vi th th provi ncial. gnenunent • 

Within the Oonaettat1ve party., the 11 tu tion waa 

e••n or acute. While the loes ot th aix VanoouYer Tot•• 

WCNl.4 not deetroy folm1e ' a legtelative jonty, the w1:th-

4nwal ot tbe Vancouver Oonae:n- ,1-.e ora 1ut1on' • eup­

port voulcl depriv the party ot woh or 1t■ or niatlcmal 

aldlle an4 finanotal baoldq. follld.e knew di•••••lon in\ 

Y COUVff had d te t the ltcllF14e an ovemmen1• 

and , by apawniftg the Provincial Pany, ha deprived Bowaer 

ot Tiotor, 1n 1924. Hie own eleoticm u Pre 1er had been 

the reaul t ot hie a'b:!.11 ty to pin the unit 4 eup on ot 

the V noouTer maohine. lailure to ooneili te it would in­

ore the d er ot electoral dete t 1n a tutun general 

election lNt , beoau• ot the tlnanotal orieie • Tol 1• waa 

Wl ble to ot. io, · 

~hue at tb• sian ot the 19)2 Legiel tt•• ••••tan, 

the Oonaervat1ve ovemment • 1n a penloue poa1t1on. 

!he gove ent ' • polio7 of retrenchment aa outlined 1a the 

budget 00\tld noi la, party and publ1o oontidenoe. be Van-

owver •• b re were- at11l uneat1at1ed arul , inouely , eis 

f,w~r- __ ~ l 4 ! . L. A.-• • bit 1ned tr the vot• on the 

bud et . 110 Ae Lindley Or • reported to !olmi , yen the 

eseouti'Ye ot th Britl h Colu bi Conaerv tive Aaaooi tton 

waa orittoal ot th ov rn nts 

I aa1a t tit we w nt to the oll• to oJTOW we woul4 
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win. The me ting was obviously sceptical. It 1 hard 
to an lye the present temper of the el ctorate. It 
seems sullen and resentful. Not knowing who to blame. 
Not knowing what to do. Turn out th government they 
s y but "what then?" They resent the taxation and 
don't beli ve the government is oonomizing to th 
extent bu iness house would be.111 

One re pons to th political and eoonomic pressure 

was a revival of agitation in favour of non-party govern-

m nt for Britieh Columbia. In part, this idea owed its pop­

ularity to th suooess of the May Commission and the Na­

tional governm nt in Great Britain. It wa al o rep­

pearano of the ideals of the Provincial P rty. Whatever 

it origins, the idea of eliminating party politics from 

provinci l administration was assiduou ly promoted by the 

president of th V noouver Board of Trade, Harold Brown, 

and the Vancoµver Province since the beginning of 1932. 

The Province rgued editorially that: 

We have reached the point in British Columbia wh re 
the thing c lled politic has become an incubu. We 
created it, or winked at ite creation. Now we can not 
control it. It 1 lowly smothering u under a load of 
d bt and extrav ganoe and both government and oppo 1-
tion app ar to b helpless in the !ace of it. If we 
had gr at nd fundamental probl ms or deep and lasting 
divi ions, we might have ome need of p rty. But we 
have neither. Our problems are imple business pro­
blem •••• A mall board of cap bl , re ponsible 
director 1 all we need for the carrying out of our 
bu inea. We ca~ ~t afford the l rger yet m and it is 
no use to us.112 

Other individual wer pre nting similar arguments. 

Th editor of the N l on Daily News euggeet d that Jone 

ma.lee himself th "financial dictator of British Oolumbia:113 

While Pattullo w being rn d that prominent Lib rals 



108 

favoured a non-party government,114 L. w. lcovaki, one of 

th organizer of the Provin.oial P rty and a confidant or 
Jons, outlined in great detail a program for o binet of 

Con rvative and Lib r ls, governmental reorganization 

and reduced xpendituree which Tolmie should be forced to 

implement i ediatelyo He argu d th t: 

It t b kept in mind that the peopl a a whole are 
n.ot interested in politioa right now, but ar intensely 
interested in economic • Therefore, precisely the same 
opportunity is off red to others aa is offered to Tol­
mie. ~ •• He is the leader of the government nd thus 
it 1 his respon ib1lity to lead. If he thinks uoh a 
move is unit@e oth r will undoubtedly sei~e the op­
portunity. ' 

Although ome of the cabinet mini ter t voured 

the ide of Union government, Tolmie remained undecided 

until th failur of the Imperial Economic Oonferenoe.116 

Further pre sure for polit1o l change appeared with the 

publication of the Kidd Report. 

In April, 1932, the provincial. government had been 

confronted with demand from twenty-two Vancouver organiz-

ation, und r the 1 ader hip of H. R. c 11 n, th lum-

b r b ron, th t they b permitted to set up a committee to 

investigate the finance of the provinee along imilar 

lines to the May Commission 1n Great Britain.117 With 

strong, though unexprese d, reservation , Tolmie appointed 

a five member committee und r the chairmanship of George 

Kidd, the retired president of the British Columbia Elec­

tric Oompany.118 By July, the r port w sin the gov rn-
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nt •• head•• o o 1t1osl it t - t lonaa oonai end it 

••1eaeirou• 'to our tiaanc• 't;o u\>11• . l t'I• eent 

ton. •ll' '• beoau • ot pree.-ure Ir• t he o 11;t•• • the 

gO'f• et rel•an4 t h• ,-epon on Au •• 2.0 an.r app di 

,o s•• of oon- 1 • ant a,lanatiou. 

In e tual f ct, tu eport •• NO at t1ona were 

too extr 

eeted th• •hutt1n down of t • P.a. • • the e11•1 ti.on 

ot the lfll1Tere1v•• a n ri tlon,. the s, uot1on of tbe 

p rio4 ot b e p lto· education, t • Nduot1o» o:t he et•• 

ot the L♦gialature, h:e oa inet d he Oiv11 en-toe, the 

n•-tZ'1ot1ort ot aoo1al eerrto•• encl no further or••••• tn 

MS&tlon or onowi.qa tor uy purpo••• !he voaml tt•• 

beliffecll 

l bat t • total nual •• _ dltur•• ot the pron.no• 
auet • e . · at l• 14,000,000 8114 we hope 
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41.ttft'ft#e between ua wa tha1J I 'thought . ore of 'OU• 
at1on d u , of •cono 1••• hes·• at t enta •• to 
the':i!ct ;• t~t:t!: -:;::!t.:1:ffl it wu b•ton 

fa• a1pif'1o oe of the 44 R•p<>rt waa n.ot ta t te 

4e · 4 for 4raat1o eccmom, . fhie vu Na ily ehow t,o be 

1mpnot1oal and vu u eu•ect by no polt.tieal part7. tt vu 

the report •• ••Ten 00114-..iation ot pany politioa aa tb• 

3or cauee of Bntuh Oolwnl>t..a •• tlnanoial probln• tba't 

• l••• eaeUy refute« • .b the oonattt•• •• t-4 in 1ih• 

report• 

Alt:hou : exeuaea are, •• alwaya , futile , an4 while the 
r apo tb111ty of OUJ> present 41tttou1t1ea muat re t 
w1 th th• • ~ .. .........._ Whol• • wbto . al•o net J81' the 
bill, he sy ,~-..Ata• teR th 1natl't111tmt t.7 : tana 
of whloh th•-•• cul tiel have Nft ore iled . that 
qat:• baa en•• lc:>ng 1n exi tenoe and 1• so preva­
lnt la all legielalt•• Ma bl1•• i t ve &N 1nollne4 
to to~ et that while 1. or1 ll'latN 1n legt timat• c11t­
fereu•• ot opinion cm gn t tuen1ona of public pol-
107, tt la t ·. 8J' lal'gely • nfi1• between one ,any 
to retain ti tho oth•~ to ncap'ftN the 'benattt of 
otftoe. 
U If ElU IGERA.TlON I O AY !HAI A 
CIWIGB OJ' GOV».J;Ult.WolllJ!I& A<M_ .. .._ 1CJ. JIO O IBAI 
f&t !mt PA! AGB LISf OP f · PAM? I PO' .. I · 
RULAOE» B! fllAT O ,ma OPPOIENIS? 

PAD.ONAOE .ABB IELi'-I: ' HAVE BED Al.LOWBD to ocm-
ftOL ! , _ ~ 0 0 . ·- ... ,• .. ---.

0 
A1ffl BE WBLIO . USE 

HAS B · JmG.AB.llK1) AS AN I · UlfDLE BOO!Y U'POB - OH 
ill, Mil Pm. on L omw.rou .&: l) fDill LEADEBS HAVE 
LIVED O LO CJ IN _ ·.PDU OJ' 0 0 · s:to • aoutto-
MIS D » !&lf 11 JS DIIPICTJm, IP -~ IIPOS&l.BL&• 
1011 _ t · . !O . DALlZE .. HE . . · DELY NEW CO l>lTIOlfS W.J;fH 
W.HlCB f · . A OOMfflO: ll. 2J ·-

wen eo 4 o trat 'bl.7 twe ot Bntt•h Columbi .Poli'tloa 

t the ti t t they cow. neithel" 'be r•3 cted or sietuted. 

lt had been the t. 11ur• of p ny gove enie to eontrol 
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-, tturee whi · b 

, ppol"t r of be Prortnoial Party an4 ei · lar in e, nelen, 

poupa. fh• i•tw• of ·ny 011 tic• was , 1n 1932 , pro-

rtdiq np n tor 1n.41oa-

o . · paniee, th 44 Rttpon wae an un4w'bt otor in 

o aO\lll ou the •- en 
ot th.e Oonae:n tive oauoue u-. 1 ·e1r •t._ 
gOTemmtn, . All of the o bincrl nppo1"te4 t • 14• .. dld 

jo.rtt, ot the l>ackl,tnohen. 124 · ring ined •th• u ­

au oe of the auppon ot 't • Vrmoq11Yt r lfmno•• •12.S 

fol if amt0\Ul0e4 th tt 

Ml.1atq th• tNn4 of thought tbnllghout he Wl"l4 
to4q 1• th t OY nuani • ould 1nolu4• tho•• en 
'lho, r . ••• ot oth•r eoMide tion, ap r to 'be 
able to rend•r the •••t ••mo• ·o th•• te , X ba••• 
tter nit.al onsider ~ion and 41IIOU . at011 vt:th •· 1 l!lt•w 

r~tltle OS.t1sent111t 1:h• provtnee, eo14 4 to ao­
oept thi• pn olpl e . · 6 

veer an4 Pattullo 

poa1,1ou 111 o l>lnet u er hi• leaderahi.p. heb r.Jeo• 

tione w•r• i te an4 u 1a--.ltl•.127 werth•l•••• 
!olmle· tonally OWlO hi• pl • tor a 1Jnion SOY• · nt , 

outlinin th• re-1XU1 for noh a 11ne1 

In 1 t1on to •ult all t th• • bera ot 
pan, 1n e L : othei- l'HPO at 1• 
oS.tl•e• on ,be ••• 1 of \mi goYel"l'llHm1, X b&Ye 
ab•adJ' expeMno• bl INOb 0¥ en . in the 
I •• o~ Co one , bo ae • :bei- ot 'the fl _ r an4 
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as am mber of the Cabinet •••• It• operation was 
v ry successful and it wa the gen ral opinion that 
many things wer acoomplJeh d by th union which 
oould not hav been. possible under party adminis­
tration •••• 

While in Ottawa during the recent Imperial 
F.co1101llic Conference, I took oooa ion to consult many 
prominent Britishers with regard to what was being c­
eompl1 hed by the present N tiona.l government in reat 
Britain. They were all of the s me opinion--that it 
was the only way of meeting the conditions that pre­
vail •••• 

I strongly believe th.at union government could 
render very u eful aorvi.oe in Bri ti.sh Columbia at this 
tine in coping with the additional burden brought on 
by the world-wide de:preeeion and whioh still must be 
faced by the government •••• 

Realizing the eeriousnes of the present econ­
omic situation, I am prepared to agree to th leader­
ship being determined by the newly elected members 
should the propo.eed Union government b uooesatul in 
in the election.128 

De pite the immediate ttaok of some Coneerv tive 

group ,129 Tolmie began the task of organization. J. A. 

Clark, a prominent Vancouver Con rvative,130 b gan to 

gath r a committee to support Union government, although 

with some reservatione;lJl A. J. Helmoken of Victoria 

offered the baeking ot a group of young businessmen in the 

province; 132 Leon Ladn r offered morl31 support.133 Tolmie 

also solioited d received then mes of individuals out-

ide the Con ervative party who eould be appro ched to 

stand ae Union candidate •1J4 

This list of suggested candidates clearly demon­

strates the failure to recognize hard political realities 

which pervades the ntire Unionist movement. Some of the 

suggestion re not surprising. Donald Donaghy, G. s. 
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Pearson and A. Wells Grey were all respected Lib rals with­

out strong partisan attitudee; Dr. G •• Weir and Profe1-

sor Paul Boving of tbe University of British Columbia wer8 

respected aoad mioe1 P. Bengougb and Justice A. D. Mao­

Farland had been active in the Provincial Party; thus all 

could, with some logic, be considered suitable and willing 

to join a non-party government. 

Th remaind r of the 11st, however, indicates 

either complete confusion or desperation. It included Tom 

Reid, a violently partisan federal Liberal who had attacked 

the Tolmie government's administx-ation of the relief 

campa;1J5 G. Kidd whose committee report had been scathing 

in its denunciation of the government' finanoi 1 polioieas 

Dr. G. A. B. Hall who was soon to appear s Bowser' orga­

nizer tor Vancouver Ieland; and a Mrs. A. Townley whose 

claim to recognition was her presidency of the British 

Columbia Author's Association. The remaining names are not­

able only for their obsourity. Only MaoParland and Mrs. 

Townley bad indicated any desire to support the Pre~te 

and, of all the suggested eandidatea, only the latter ac­

tually ran in the election aa a Unionist. 

The obvious weakness of hie pos i tion may have be n 

a factor in Tolm1e's decision not to hold an immediate elec­

tion although he al o etateda 

I have been urged by many to pring th Union idea and 
rueh it through in a theatrical style, in other words, 
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get the people all excited and when they are in that 
state have an election. I adopted the other course 
which you will see explained in my st t ment, since 
I have no desire to sneak up on the people of British 
Columbia und r any conditions. I h ve placed my cards 
clearly on the table, giving the p ople a chance to 
think about the new proposal for non-party government 
and, when they are 1n full po session of the {agta, 
l t them decide for themselves in a election. 3 

Tolmie's hopes for a Union government were er1-

oualy crippled at th Conservative Annual convention in 

November. The Aesooiation's executive had conditio.nally 

supported the Premier's proposa1.1J7 But the convention, 

de pite a rousing apeeoh and plea by Tolmie, refused to 

take any action, referring the question to the local as­

sociations for 1nd1 vidual deail!lion • .~or alarmingly, the 

government-supported slate for the executive of the As oc­

iation was defeated and the convention decided to transfer 

the Association's offices :from Victoria to Vancouver, the 

bot-bed of anti-Union, pro-Bows r sentiment.138 Tolmie's 

hopes of carrying most of the Con ervat1ve vote and organi­

zation with him to form the nucleus of the Union party 

were stillborn as a result. 

While the Conservative p rty was disintegrating, 

the provincial Liberal party wae becoming stronger. Since 

his election as houeel ader in 1929, Pattullo bad spent 

much of his tim and money r building that party.139 A 

skilled debater and radio p aker, be had travelled ex­

tensively throughout the province, building a formidable 

political reputation. Relying on th services of the 



4tvot an.4 re 1etio party orpnieer, · ~or J . • l'ootH.e. 

ant on bl• ow effoi-t , Pattullo ~nt• the local Liberal 

aa•oo1at1one until he bad ore te4 

ot pro4uc1og acceptable oandidet• 

1>rgani1ation o pable 

the Yotea to elect 

th•• 11nl1k• tlle Qouff1'Y&t1•••• the Lill nl convention 1n 

19)2 abown nr• \fflit:, , euppon1ng it• leacler an ao-

oept1ng the po11tloal.ly PP• 1 promi • t , t, 

op raon ui riti•h C'olub· •hall be allow.a to wan, 
tor food, olo\hins a:n4 ehelter throu b it.1abUity to ob-
tain •apl.QJJ.llent an4 1 t n,N ••• the opt.nion ~ tn 
looJd.q after th• needs ot tho•• un ble to obt tn •-

fi:'::.1:b:U11:•:: :::=-~~=~ ::-:::aott cl b~=•=•:':14o 
It 1• probable that tn Libenl.a , wi~b the aoeption 

ot G. G. Geer,141 underatood the full iaplioationa ot 

the "Work and \fl • • plank. Pattullo'• eeono 1c view are 

or ole rl7 revealed in a o ent he 4• to . Ge·etta 

ln the 014 national • ot poker ••• vben one 
got all the hi,-, tk• · • eiopped ullle•• there wu 

re41atn-.t1cm of C·h1p• or a •• med1WD _. w► 
atttutecs . I baT• ••• 'the bo7a pla, tor b · • • In thl• 
ar• t econom.10 poker pae, both ouneno1 an4 credit 
have vtti ted to llmit4id aouJ110••• and the p•oP1• 

•• loa1 pui-obaaing power. !he • vUl neo•••arilJ 
be a •low •• until purobMin . power 1• put Jc lnt.o 
the band• ot the p•ople.1,.2 

JNt "W•rk and Wagea" waa a o taby political alopn 

t · t atoocS in rk d oon'tra•t to the ne tiv• poltoy of re­

tnnobment an4 'bu get balanoinc ottend by the folmte gOY­

•mmet1t. !b Li'berala ' et»en · h aerYe4 to ht blight the 

predicament f: o 

municipal bankl"upto,-, t:lnano1el atringeno7 and party die-
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~INAI, OOLLA..'})$E AN DEPF~ 

Por Simon Praeer Tolmie, the final year of hie 

Premiership muet have been agonizing. A proud British Ool­

umb1an, he presided over a province mired in eoono~ic de­

preea1on and moving cleaer to financial bankruptcy. J. for­

mer t deral cabinet minister, he was forced to ot ae eup­

pJ.iant to a man he had known a~ an arrogant backbencher. 

A hitherto popul r personality, he was aub3eoted to public 

criticism and the slights of political oppon nt. A auo­

ceaa:tul pol1tioian, he watched hie colleagues at th pro­

vincial and federal l :e.vel desert him, tho party pli t into 

three factione and suffer virtual extinction in the elec­

tion. Through all of it, he lnboured, inef't-eotually but 11n­

oomplainingly and without bitterness, attempting to aot in 

the beet interest of the province ae he saw them. 

Eoonom1cally, th~re were only ma~ginal improve­

ments 1n British Columbia during 19)2-JJ. The total value 

of produotion in ll oat gories 1nereaaed slightly- but did . 

not make any real difference in th un mployment 11tuatton.l 

fhe ~otal industrial payroll _for the provinee dropped to 

its lowe t figure since 1921.2 ~he fed raJ. Etnploym nt Ser-

117 



CHAPTER VI 

PINAL COLLAPSE AND DEFEAT 

For Simon Fraser Tolmie,. the final y ar of his 

Premiership mu t have been agonizing. A proud Britiep Col­

umbian,- he pr ided over a province mired in economic de­

pression and moving closer to financial bankruptcy. A for­

mer federal cabinet minist r, he was forced to act as sup­

pliant to a man he had known a an arrogant backbencher •. 

A hith rto popular personality, he was subjected to public 

oritioism and the lights of political opponents . A sue-, 

oeseful politician, h watched hie colle gue1 t the pro­

vincial nd federal level desert him, the party split into 

three factions nd suffer -virtual extinction in the elec­

tion. ~hrough it all, he laboured, ineffectually but un­

oompl 1n1ngly and without bitterne e, attempting to act in 

the best interests of the province as be aaw th m. 

Economic lly, th re were only marginal improve­

ments in British Columbia during 1932-JJ. The total value 

of production in all categories inore ed lightly but did 

not make any real differenee in the unemployment aituation.1 

The total industrial payroll for the province dropped to 

it lowe~t figure sinoe 1921. 2 The f deral Employment Ser-

117 
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vice r ported 1)7, 7)0 appl1oationa tor work and only 

J7 , S42 place ate . ) F.aoh month an Te • ot 41 ,1)1 tnt11-

vi uala 4 ~ ll1•• r-eoeive4 unemploy t relief trm 

th . prorlnoial ov mment at a 7earl7 ooat ot 6, 9S6 , 046.4 

Vancouver•• nl1 t bill wu 12 ,390,0001 the municipality 

of atrnaby and th di•1iriot of lfonh V: · oOUYer had o· • 

into bankruptcy an "" uuu tb control of oom1ae1oa••' 

A.t th · a • time , the provtnoial. go-ye ent • • tinanoea 

h ag in r ohe4 a or1eia aitu :tion • 

.A• early•• July , 1932, lone• wame4 the local 

II.IQ,luaar.er of th Bank ot Oomaeroe of a prov1no1al ef1o1 t 

which ooul not e oovere4 by pant• from ~ Domnion 

governmeni and au seated tbat the bank'a aid would be neo­

•••aJ7•6 In Bo't'e 'ber, Jonee infol'IM4 ol te that the def­

icit w0\114 uo•e4 t1,ooo,ooo and oonl•ud he ooulcl otter 

no aolut1ona 

I . ~• alrea47 1nfoniect you . ot the represent tiona de 
to • by our timmof.al S 1oate• in th• et , aleo of 
th• atti.tlade ot '11• Bank of O ero• which 1ne1• a cm 
a balanced bll4 et not only tor thia t1•oal 1 .JI' but the 
enaub final 7e r ••• • It le oat 1mpoaa1ble to 
•u geat m1111rne by Ybteb rnenu• oan be iaoreaa.-4 . 
Practloally ner., torm of taxation waa poeect bf thtt 
pr•viou ove • •nt. lh•r• ar 110 treeh • re•• wbich 
we oan tap . or•n r , th nec .. eity ot cu 11.ig a:,ed­
ituree to the bone 1• quite evident . ? 

l>eapite rigoroua natl"icttona an Qlil'.tcl1tu:te• • 1n­

olu41ng tho• tor reliet,8 the government ' • tin neial poal­

ot Oommen• 

loane to cover the d•ttoit . 
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But this time, hardened by adversity and perhaps eonaid• 

ering he had little to lose, Jones demanded support and 

got it: 

I do not propose to carry on any l onger unless your 
Bank is prepared to see th provinoe through this 
ori is along the lines I have indioated •••• Unless 
I have definite assurances from you that you ar going 
to be in a position to assist me be,f ore the end of the 
month I will go no further with the budget nd will 
talte into consideration handing my re ignation aa Mini­
ster of Finance to the Premier at th earliest mom nt. 
To me, the failure of the Bank to assist me in this 
matter show a lack of confidence in my ability to meet 
the situation. Th .refore it is 1mpoe•s1ble for me to 
co:htinu • 9 

Por the remainder ef the government's term of of­

fice, the Bank of Oommeroe made no more threats but the 

same taotic could not be used against Prime Minister Ben­

nett. At the same time as the bank, Bennett was demanding 

that the Tolmie government meet his tringent, and in the 

o1rcumstances, unr alistic condition or accept a feder­

ally appointed financial oontroller.10 The tone and terms 

of his demand clearly indicated his belief that the Brit­

ish Columbia government was incapable of managing its own 

finances. 11 That the demand was not summarily rejected by 

Tolmie as a gross violation of provinoi 1 rights suggests 

the seriousness of British Columbia's pr dioament. Onoe 

again , Tolmie was fore-ed to humble himself and plead for 

hel p from the federal government, acknowledging the pro­

vince's inability to deal with the problem of unemploy­

ment relief', 
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By the us,e of sinking fund 1 t is anticipated that the 
budget will be balanced with the exception of unemploy­
ment relief which ie not included in the estimates. I n 
common with the Dominion government and all other Prov­
vincial governments ••• the necessary expenditures 
!or unemployment relief will h veto be borrowed. As 
the state of our public debt does not warr nt any fur­
ther increases, w have come to the point where it is 
necessary to ask the Dominion government to assume the 
whole burden of unemployment relie~ co ta •••• 

I am atisfied the Minister of :Hnanoe has · ex­
oereised every control over expenditures but, aa you 
are possibly aware , the government h s no control over 
the financial conditions which have resulted in such 
an unpr oedented drop in r venue , together with t,he 
provisions for unemployment relief as already outlined, 
that have been responsible for the Government's pre­
sent position and no! that the estimated expenditures 
have b en exoeeded.1 

The budget apeeoh to t he 19JJ Legialative eeaeion 

conveyed the same m ssage. A£ter listing reduction in all 

governmental expenditures, including unemploym nt relief 

and aid to munio1pal1ties, Jones warned that additional 

taxes would be impo ed to avoid .further deficits.13 Ae the 

Vancouver Sun rightly commented, 

the outstanding feature of the Jones' budget 1 that 
it maTke the fin.al confession that the policy of re­
trenchment and economizing bas failed.14 

Under a Dominion-Provincial agreement which came 

into force on June 1, 1933, the tederal government took 

over the provincial work camps. Since the federal govern­

ment simultan ously reduc d its contributions to the munic­

ipalities for relief, the agreement did not greatly relieve 

the provincial financea.15 en though expenditures were 

consisten.tly lower than estimated, the provincial govern­

ment, by the end of 19JJ, had a deficit of 2,116,846, 
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almost entirely due to the cost of relter.16 Bennett's 

praise of Jones17 must hav rung hollow in hie ears but, 

at least, he and Tolmie were spared further demands from 

the Do i.nion government and the Bank of Commerce. 

It is again t this background of financial criei& 

that the politioal chaos of the year must be judg~d. Com-

mitted to policy of Union governmnet, Tolmie had been 

unable to seoure the upport of P ttullo, Bowser or the 

Conservative organization. He had also failed to gain th 

support of the Con rvativ M. L. A.'s. At the beginning 

of the see ion, despite their previou support of the Union 

idea,18 the Cons rvative caucus agreed to ret in party 

lines only until Tolmi clarified hie intentions. At that 

time, each Con ervative M. L.A. would be free to determine 

his own oour of action. Despite the action of Wal.kem, 

who cro sed the floor to sit an Independent,19 this pol-

icy remained in effect. Unaccountably, Tolmie m de no at­

tempt to gain the support of the caucus nor did he reveal 

what progress, if any, he hd made toward forming a genu­

ine Un.ion government. Left in ignorance, the Conservative 

M. L. A.'s looked elsewhere for politic 1 support. 

The most obvious alternative for these members was 

to join the newly formed Non-Partisan group. Under the lead 

ership of Bowser, it had the public support of Donald 

Donaghy, Charle Woodward, Harold Brown, William Dick and 

Captain MacGregor aeinto h, M. L.A. for the Islande.20 
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It hac1 tbe coven backing ot Oouen tive • L . A.•• G. 

Walk , V ouver1 J . Rutle4ge , Bum bJa J . Lwtet , onh 

Y couver1 J. • • rry, Delt , and Hwee Spe ker o. , . 
Dav1e. ll. Dr. Prank Pattenon, rtoe-preai4en:t ot th.e Brit­

tab Oolwab1 Coneenatt•• .Aa oo!,ation, waa ao,iv•l.7 9'.l'P'"'-.' 

poning the new group anti J. A. terryfi•l4 • 22 at the t1•• 

an off1o1al in the ted•n.l Department ot trade an& Couero• 

U!lder B. H. Steven11 , bad h•ome pJto..-irtoial organiser tor 

the Oll•hniaana. 2) A nuaibel' of looal Cou•n t1Ye Aaao­

oiatiou were r 1 to back Bower. 24 

Beaet by the prninoial f1nanoial criala, hie own 

-111-healtu2S and the eath of hia wife, felmie appeared un­

willing or unable to reaet to Boweer•• chall • • Aa Bwce 

Hutobiaon.. I.egtalati.Te ooneapond.ent tor th• V no91v11 

km10110 aocun.t•lJ e en"' 

Prad.er folmte deliverect to the J.ttg1ela1\ln 7eatei,la, 
an apolo&i, , d 't'&le ietory to-, •rnm•nt bcwering 
on the awt\11 brlr.lk ot reorganisation •••• ~• PN-
ier• • •peech vu ind unique tor the unqueetioning 

e.tQ11o1 ty of 1 t , unique for 1 t• ffident a1noer1 ty and 
ruatto tl :Your, um.tu• tor what 1 t oon.ta1llN 'but ut­
terly unique for whet it left out . • • • o1 one word 
on the Union gOYe ent ,- not •• worcl of !"ffuo'lion ot 
tbe O bin.et , not one lanoe at the glorioua epeotacl• 
ot ounent Pra.ino1al ol1t1oa , not a hint ot v-01107, 
not a whiaper ot 00¥1lfort io hie tolloweJ'e or the hint 
ot trouble tor hta en•1••• Be etoOd thttte tn the Bou••• 
a · ee1 •• ttpn •••1n , to be 1n better heal tb than 
eT•r, bright d lolly ruler a hi ~ load ot otftoial 
anct pl'i vat• ld.atortwt•-a pl 1n 0:14-taehioaecl aan o 
ia toiq bi• b••t • aooo1'41Jlg to the nboda ot world 
t t k••»• t\nabl.ing down abeut hie eara. • • • , 
would he do vi th thi• beaeu17 ~pty, hie 8ff• • ent 
on th• eve ot eleotion, bia lt'ajontr Ulin like 
Ohiloot1n ateen , the hln• po11tlct a 1ntereate4 
onl.7 in banS1n8 on to ott1oe to the la1t m•ent , bi• 
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potenti vote apl1 t 'bf "b• new tb1ri party. • • • \ 
Por him• there 1• no eoonomio · 10 , no new theor, ot 
goYenment • no new world . ~•r• ie 11 ttle noatalgia . 
for the good ol4 aay• whea thin&• were eo llllloh l>etter ; 
and aiapl.er ancJ 1ihe hop• tilat thet-, toon nturn. , \ 
tor 01 v111sat1on clue to · ih:e g•Otl e rtb aa Tolmie 
knew it . A. • t-heart•4 • human being vbo•• hu-

ti, can not 'be hidden under the pall ot th.1• Houee . 26 

It waa not util hie oa'binet mlniatera began to 

ppl7 pre•au:re that lolmie took tunher atepe towaFCl th• 

formation ot 11Dion adminietnticm. Jrubn apoke bl ti vour 

of tr111ori gov mmet in the Heu••• Shelly publiol7 atate4 

ta IOY nment 414 not deaene to be N-1.eoffd and illplied 

'Jolmle aboul.4 J/' aip imaectiatel.y. 2? Tolmie reacted l,f i .a­

autna a ••• ent to the OonaeffatiYe o · ou•, ctetendtq 

hie plan tor a Union govnuunt aa •••ential to ••o14 tbe 

eleetion of 1100DIIDlln1at1o an4 radioal • group• . 28 At the 

euae tiae, he a . in ••ncl Pa'ttullo to job> a Union coven• 

ment to en.eure ,be eleotlon ot a atable OYemmeat With a 

vorld.q aajortty. 29 

Despite 'Obe nnottac:miou• and pantan tone ot Pat­

tulle•e ~•tuaa1,lO hia l tter •• an eaaent1 17 aow te 

•ul'.IUlation ot the pol1t1oal aituetlon. folm1• 414 not bave 

all)' nw tdeaa or 11eaaur • and• d••P1 t.e th• ofto ••lt­

proolat .t au,.non ty ot hi• o l>inn, notidng •• pNaentecl 

to h1a. -,or -.he NWrgen'I Lt\eral ,an, to tie 1ta•lt to 

a 4iaorecl1te4 .gffermaent would bav• been an ao't ot poli'ti• 

o l na1vety and , whatn 11 elee 1a,w110 ••• be vaa not a 

n ive 'JOlit1oiaa. 
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.lf'ter · ttul.lo ' a nluaal theJte waa anothw p•l'lod 

ot inaction on ol.11.i• • • an.. Ke 4• e ett · n to eOll'Yleoe 

the Ooneeniati•• oauou th t he ba4 • pnotio-1 plan. tor 

ereatin a Union gOYenmn: wllieb eoul win 1n an eleotton 

and th• oauoua • allowed to 4r1tt away tr 1otori 

wtthout baviq •sn on a plan of otlon. )1 • o. Caraoa 

promptly repudiated fol 1• ' • le dff-eblp and ~oin the oa­

P Jlt1aana. l 2 Deap:lte a p•nonal ppMl by Tol • • the •x•o­

t1•• ot the in.ti h Colu· bi Conaen t1Te Aeeooi ts.on ro­

cla1 eel ite neutrality- 1n th eomt.q »ronnoial lotion 

ucl 4ia•1••e4 ,h tclea ot a OonaenatiN oomrenticm. Aa the 

Prfficlat , • w. oater, expl ln• • 

Eaoh looal. cu 4 ,.iae it •••• fit . It can noai te a 
OouenatiTe it 1 t •o •••1r•• or 1 t can n port a" 
Uni.on eu iclate :,1 ,:.1 M to Don-,al'tJ' OTefflllnt . J.., 

Tollll1• ' • r .. ,on•• wee uaueu y 4eoiaiv•. Re wrote 

-to oh Oonaen t1ve 11. L. A. 111 a \tel ted a'tt pt to gain 

their npporta 

A oapatgn oo l t"•• bu been eelectN. ant a l .te•­
to, 1arfJ9l,y ••ed cm th•• tennt • 4 by•• w1U b• 
pr•pared lNt n ••ti.on• trem . ... ere and o bera will 
be wloOJM tor 'lb• ooneicleratioa ot the o · 1,t••• It 
i• th• intention of 'th• ov•mment an4 th• Ccmaena 1ve 
Unton1et parv to OBl'l'f oa a naoroua , tp w1 th th• 
beat poaaible a\tpport ta ..,, • .,,. ri 1n ••• .• Ith• Oov•m-
ent ie au1oua th t •• l'l8tl7 aa poaaible ot the 014 mem­
•r• ahould l>e renominat · and I ehall be dad to h r 

t•o 1ou it :,ou plan to pl oe your n • below th• oon• 
ve.i,tlon when 11 1• eal.led. 

there little cr1tt.otem t th V cOUYer 
meetiq be au• I bad not oompl• • th• reorganiaat1on 
of the C binet at th t, •• It will be obrtoua to 
anyon with prffioue •s,•rleno• in olit1oa it 1e 
no" al · • vi • to plao• all one • a o • on the table 
· t ouoe. I will nden • to • turtb r ehan •• in 
th• C b1net 1n due oouree. It t he ,art7 la auooffai\11 , 
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fllnher o-•-n•• •1 be de fros ~, ebera eleot-ed 
to turtber etrengtben the O binet . J,. 

!he ftnt re.pone• to th1• p,e wu letter ot 

reei , tion hom the SpeaJc•r ot th• Houae, o. P. De.Yi••'' 

· nerth•l••• • !elllli H. D. M.g ,l6 the prO'f'1noial. 

Ooaaett tive orpn1z r , peretetu 111 their attemp'ta to ob­

tain Unioniat oand1datee . fhei.ri major probl waa that few 

oancl1d tel wt.ab.• to be publicly aeeoc1at-4 with 

Unioniat p rt7, al 'thou h th.,- were re.ty to ooope . te lt 

el.eot..S . A.a htg o qted tter ape ting to one hoh poe­

eible oand14atea 

I have juet bad a lona talk vtth H. w •• B.ole'ton ot 
8te~. • • • He tell.a •• 1 t woul be ue l••• to run 
•• a !olm1e or Boner Union n414ate 1n Atlint but 
that the be , obanoe would be to ran •• a'baolute 
1n4epen4eat, 1d:tb lil>e:ny to • 1'bat 7w pl ee bou, 
both J&nittl . I thiak ll• would 11n to :nm b.imeelt, .. 
and , it eluted, he woul4 n a oo4 friend of tw.ra •. :,? 

'!hrough J . o. Duntol'd,)8 folmie waa put in touch 

with • • Dennie , the h'eaident of the lfatioaal 1-bour 

OounoU ot Vanoouver of the AU..Candlan OongrNe of Labour. 

While h• w1 hed to attnot lahous- eupport tor the Uuicmiei 

gcwel'l!Ulent , olm1e wae a1•o a n he knew little about the 

B:rl tl•h Oolumb1a. 1 liour ao,- nt . ihua be went to the un• 

ueual at.re• ot havin& t • Prm.no1al Polio• report OQ 

»enn1•• • union ' • political aot1v1t1••·•)9 Bavtn nce1ve4 

fayourable report . nd h ~ing 1nte,ni1ntd Denn1H in V:an­

oouver,, Tolmie offe-Nd h the poai tton ot n1ater, ot 

L bo1.ui•. 40 Poeetltl7 m1ele4 f lMntori • • entlm•laam, !olale 

etate4 publicly' and pr1Y tely that th1e appcin,runt aan~ 
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the Unionist rty would in . oh ot tbe labour vote . 41 

He• ems to have ignoncl th• taot , cl ~1, at 

polio r port , that l>erm1••• union onl7 had a•• berehip 

ot S, 000 and waa one ot the leaet i re• 1ve l bour group• 

in the prov1noe. Yen without the er enoe ot the c. a. 
fol 1• ' • ho»•• ot g iniq labour euppon at tb1• • ge 

and in thla llll!U,i.uer were oompleiely 1llue1on ·rt . 

Still there waa ••• alight o·••·• for op,t11le 

a ong the Union1 ••• Bow•r•• tour of tb Interior waa not 

auooe1eful . There were tr.quent comment.a on 'the extent to 

•• 

whioh Bove r ed . 44 A• 1lan7 Pullen wrote to Pattullo, 

I happel\e4 to l"Wl aero•• • owaer thia mo . ing tor 
th• tirat t1•• 1n ••• weeld an •• p tl7 ahooke4 . 
He 1a onl7 a ahadow of hie toraer ••lt. I oenainl7 
bop• he toure tbe ortb in order 't t hia aup ortero 
will be 1•illue1onec1 . fb08• who vote in •x ·fft tio 
ot voiing tor the old oner will ttnd th.,- are erel7 
support a ehaclow.4l 

ol 1 oont1nue4 hi• effort• to reorg · 1•• the o b-

1Jlet . BaTin adcl Denn.in, he r• ueated an obw.1ae4 the 

·reei,n tion• of hellJ ,. Atkineon an Lougheet . 44 llneapeot-

ecllJ • • A. oke1ud.e aleo :reeignecl beoauee be Aid not 

gree with ,he OYenma-t •• deoiaion to writ• ott 4eb't• 

owed by 01£ana&an ln1 · tton Dlat'riota . 4, hi• turther m -

4enoe o.t the d niatration ' • weam••• waa c-aua1ng loae 

ot uppon for th Union 110Y ent , a on• of Jone• ' in-

to ta txpl lnecla 

Appar ntly enuine Union 1 woul ppe to th 
ority of 1.-vel-b. e4 eop-le 1n the prOYi oe. The 

problem ,here ie ~o pr uoe Union tb , will appear 
to the public to • a real 1011. A Union ny to 
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own vi-th the public • at either oonei•t ot out:­
•tanding en of the non- pol1tto type or ot wll­
kllown politician• ot both old parti••• !be aeoond 
t7pe ot Union g011em ent bow ••em• to b• illlpoealble . 
It we went to an election today,. ,.I am convinced ve 
would get tremendoue lioldn . at0 

otbinl Tolmie 414 could 1 rove tbe aituatton. 

Deapit• bia ettorta to pr aent th Unioniat ny manitea­

to ae a a1gn1t1oant document , it vae aingul rly 1 okina in 

appeal . file manifeeto 0Olltained 11 ttle th t bad not lread.7 \ 

been t ted in !Colu••• ape ob•• or tb plattol'II• ot the , 

other pariie .47 Hanng tail• to pln the aupport of David 
\ 

Whiteaid , 48 olmie a4de4 1111a vage to the cabinet. ""' I 

But , aa Dtintord had auggeetecl • rller, SO the tie for the 

uniontet party to haTe any ettect cm the politioal •o•n• \ 

h cl paaee4 . 

Orer the next few o tha , th Vnioniat rty aut­

eertee of ahatterin blow• wbioh totally deat:royed 

any poaai ility ot eleotonl euoc••• • ruhn unexpeotecll7 

r•e1gne4 fro th o bin ton the groun4• that Tolaie had 

not to e4 a •real union nor 4o I •• any p~oapeot of your 

1?.lg able ,o do eo. •.51 Sneral veeka later. Bruhn led 

nu ber ot Indepencl ta. o tl.7 n-Oona•nat1•• • L . A.•• 

{ 

\ 
I 

\ 
I 

vbo ight have auppone4 Tol ie, into 111 oe v1:tb the / 
, 

on-Part1aau. S2 

nJrtn tb ont • ot Jul7 • !ollllie waa tol"Oed 'tio re-

quest dlaeolution ot the Le 1•latur , 5) Aa hia ti Ye 7e X 

ie of otfioe vaa •oon to esplr, an •lecrtion 00\11 not 

be 10l'18 delay • no -~•r bow unre 4,- !o 1• waa. 
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Then Jone announced that he would stand in the \\ 
\ 

election as an Independent, not a Unionist, although he \ 

would remain in the cabinet as Finance Minister until t hat \) 

time.54 Jones, who had accepted the advice of his local / 

supporters, believed that suoh an action would be in the 

best intere ts of the province and would ensure his own re 

el ection. 55 But the publ ic nd Tolmie, quite rightly, saw 

hie decl aration as a repudiation of t~e Unionist party.56 

Moat critical of all, however , was th l ack of fin-
I 

ancial support for the Unionist party. As Dunford frequently 

complained, the lack of money was destroying any chance the 

party had of org nizing an effective election campaign.57 f-.. ~ ­

The party could collect little money in British Columbia 

and Tolmie bl amed this on the faot th the had resisted 

demands for patronage : 

When some of our friends went around trying to gather 
sufficient campaign funds to keep the machine re­
oiled , they were met with the statement that "the 
Government was too damn righteous" •••• I don't 
think the country is ready for the elimination of pat­
ronage or cl an-cut and honest administration. They 
want an administration under the name of an honest one 
but with sufficient elestioity to prevent it from being 
anything of the kind.58 

Tolmie'e comment was just. One of the maj or causes 

of party discontent had been the lack of patronag avail­

able to party supporters , although this was the resul t of 

economic tringency aa much Tolmie' s conviction. From 

the l etters in TQlmie's files, it appears that only those 

who did not get tbe ~enetits of patronage wanted to have 



1)0 

it a'bolielle • Yet, thie vu not ~he 01117 re on tor the 

1n 111 ty ot 'ihe t1nion1ete to gain t1nanc1al auppon. Jew 

peopl oontri bute luge au • of oney to a gn -:nment f 

wbie-h ie o'bYioualy oollapa1n1. 

!hie we the attit\14-e ot B nnett . en app'l-080lled 

o behalf at 'the t1nion1et rty b7 o . B .• D!ok1•• Oon•en-a­

t1Ye • • P. for quinaalt, Benneit r fuaed hie tntppoirt . 

Dickie report 4 to !olmies 

R. B. 1• Tery eor• lll'ld in nrioua t ka with him an 
h1e mlniatera , I wae toroe to oonclu4• that vi thout 
aound okin tTom bi, it would be futile tor me to 
appt"Oacb th• bankers or railway• fo-r aaei•t .ce. 

It 1• tre 17 a t•d that , with OUJ' p rty • i~ 
1• and the C. o. • m••••«• ae ••rioua ae I have ••t 
forth , it 1 tit

9
be tbe pan ot w1114 to vot th Lib­

eral rty ln. 5 

HoweYer logioal Bennett •• attitude aay h v een, 

1t wa• the eource ot great bittern••• o olmie. S rioua 

aa hia re.tu l to help finanoial.17 w.a, the federal 1• d­

er•• auu••tion that tbe Oone•n tiv • back the Liberals 

ai•• to fol 1• whoo ~laitt • 

»rerytbln looh firet -te until tovarda the e114 ot 
Septe ber wba he wave waa at rte4 trom ottava, 
calling tor the euppori of the Liberal.a to 4et t th• 
o . o. P. fhe Bntieh Oolu bi Oona-en-at1Yea fell right 
into line with the reault th t what Pattullo r•tu•e4 
to clo when I Iced hi to ooope te wi\b the Ocm••n -
ti•• p y and prevent the ohaoa ih t • bouncl t A 
oo • ancl c11 come , • reall7 aeeompllehecl by 'bh• 
votere- wiih th• Oonaert' tiv• vot re o hini~ with 
tbe Liberal• to efe t the o. o. ,. !he 14 • oun 
1n Sept ber, 19)21 i't wae rathff rd to b ve it uae4 
agai et ua on BOY ber 2. 00 

nenh•l••• • fol ie laboun on, e,:en atte tine 
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to sound optimistic in private ae in publio: 

With the exe ption. of one or two ridings, we have the 
province completely organized. Mr. Cameron of Ross­
land is in ch rge of the entire Kootenay country; Mr. 
Matt Hassen is in charge of the Horth Okanagan; Dr. 
Ba.nford has been looking after the north and when funds 
are available , I'll put .him 1n charge of the !ou~ 
Northern constituenoies . Mr . Winkel, ae you know, 1s 
looking after the Islands Mr. E . o. Carson. and Rod 
Mackenzie are looking after their own campaignss Mr. 
Pinchbeck has the Kamloopa situation well in hand; in 
Vancouver , there ie Danford Weert and George Weston . 61 

Deserted by t he federal party and muoh of the pro­

vincial Conservative membership , Tolmie was supported by 

only two of the original cabinet, Pooley nd Hinchli ffe, 

and a group of unknown oand1datee and organizers. His pre­

viou reputation gone , with insu!ficient campaign f\th.ds , 

Tolmie retus d to admit defeat . It was not until after the \ 
, 

el ection tha t he admitted he had no chance of winning but X / 
believed he could not honourably withdraw. 62 

The announcement of the election date, November 2 , 

19JJ, inoreased the provincial political aot1vit y. By the 

close of nominations , there wae a total of 219 oan.didates, 

running under the l abel s of six major groups as well as a 

mel ange of assorted 1ndependent s . 63 

The most united party was the Pattullo-led Liber­

als. Benefitt1ng from Pattullo's efforts over the past 

years, they were well-organized , financially well sup-

ported and extremely oonfident. 64 Having adopted a program 

simil ar to the Roos vel t "New ».al" , the Liberals offered 

"Work and Wages" from every pl t:t'orm, a popular but poten-

.,_ 
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ti.ally diffioul p:rom1•• to impl ent . 6S Pattullo, having 

ooveril7 e1u1ured the noaln tion of atrong candida'lea, euoh 

aa John n and Dr. G •• V•ir, had oonetnoted a powerful 

pa:rty which, u Benne-ti: hd IJU8'P•te4, waa moat llk•l7 to 

win a ma~ori.ty . 

!he Lib · • • principal. oppon nta were n . t el th~r 1 
I 

of the Ooneen ti ve tras,Dente 1'ut an ntir-ely new pa .. ty , (...c ,:­
x 

the Co-operative Oommonweal.tb Ye4erat1on. Orlginatin trom 

the Oalpey We•tem Labour OonteNmoe 1n 19)2, the Re.gS.na 

Convention ot 19J) ancl a BX"1'tisb Oolumbt · oonvention in 
, 

I 
I 

/ 

s pteaber, 19)), the new pan7 waa an unw1•147 amt tre1u•a­

t11 atn:te-tom amalgame:tton ot th• Bntlab Columbia So• \ 

oiali•t ~. th• Recoaatruotion Party and the unatfil- 1 
I 

1 te4 o. o. , . olube orpntaecl i,,- Dr. l(vl• ,.eltor« ot Van- / 

0O\lver. 11tant,ly emphaeia1n 'the iaportuce ot eoeial \ 

\, planning and the public own•nbip of tnctuat:ry , tht o. a. P. 
\ 
I 

ott•~•d a ra41c aolutton to th• probl- of he depNa• , 

•ton within the parll enury •Y•t•. In a provinoe whl.Ob · 

ha4 ••en ibe failure ot a11ro wein••• govenua n'ti to con­

trol eoonomio oollpae• an where party pollt1ce had b•en 

partly diaoN41\e4• th C. o. P. had oone14erable appeal , 
\ 

l though few Toten ••fllHCl o uncl ntaa4 preot••lr the i■- \ 

level blo•• · aa 414 oon4eamat1on from the t 41 ticmal 

»ow•r aroupe . fbe older polit1o1an• talle4 to un.de tad 

1 ta ai~tion while tearing 1 ta i,ower and , ae Jcmee 
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-typioally o ent 

I waa IIUJ'Pri• 1 one or two ot . 41• riot• ere 
the 1eh Tote •• he "!fY' • 101 •. 0 .0 . 1 •. I oan only 
•xplain it b7 •811ii1 people1

• inde ar •o etu.4clled 
, their loa•.. in hut 't grewtng and t.h• contlnUal 

knocking ot tbe he••• it . raot1eally •P••t tbei:r 
inde . I nff r realised bow tanatto ••• ot th••• 

c.o.P. uher ta can beo-. . · !be t'ruit rowen ot tb• 
0·&.111r1aii~ an d1aturlted and will not lieien to any 
aoun . ar ent . fbey detenine4 to have oban ••,at 
• ·• 1d d , they lmow no'i what- • there ou an. 7 

en more Yiolently ant1-o pitaliatio , 'thou b auoh 

lee• illport t eleotoNlly, vae 'the Bl'iti•h Oolu bi 

Worker• 4 Fal"lllera tJlli t e4 Pront tor bead , Jobe an4 1Ntt­

dom, mor ei ply own •• lhe Vu1ted front . InYariab11 

labelled Co1Dll8Ul1 t arty, •hioh it probably waa , 11 a4• 

voo, abolition of the •mt11ter, el&•• o p••• reoo&fl1-

t1on of ov1et lb.1••1•• full ancl fr•• at te weltan , lepl-

1sat1on of be ni•t p · ny, •• ~t ftSH 4 vooation-

1 traitl1ng. 68 While the »UV ftll •tvean tourt• en an4 

twen:ty oaa 14atee69 4 hac1 11 l organt.aat1on or f'inan-

b\lt aleo 1n on Arm u4 )eaoe 1Yer. !bey aleo pro-

Ticlri th• o. c. P. with an euapl• ot tne J'&dical1n to 

oontnet w1 th ,heir more · od nt• plattona. 

In d1t1on to th••• two group• , th• ta our-

·001al1at ove ent threw up eoatterin ot other oaui ·-

4 tea . !her• w•r• tour tao r can41 at•• • 1nclu41ttg fo 

Uphill of hrnie , tour 

o. o. • on the gro n • of ootrinal punty, ei bt Inde-
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pendent o. o. • who tall d to in official Dvw.uuaotiou 

two Inclependent Labour. 

In 1928 the Liberal pa1'ty b d been oppoud by 

united Oo el'fttive pariy' . In 19l the Oonaena ~~• party .___,,,,..,...-,,., -----........___ ., ·-· ~ ........__::-- ··~-- ;( 

~ ran no can4iclat• and it• aupportere wer~~• 

Led bf !ol ie, one group ot COD•en tivea ran aa t1n1oni•t• • X -------~ . \../ ... . 

At the oloa of nomin ttona , only thirteen oan414ate• l>o7e ~......___ . 

th1a deeign tion ott1ola111. 69 Wlth folm1• were onl7 ~®r 
' ~- . 

\ 

ot hie oab1n•t mintatere and non• ot the Ooaae:n-attve . 
• L. A. t eleot in 1928. Hampered by lack ot finanotal 

auppon , public dietavour an4 the certainty of poli tic 

deft'°'• ol 1• • no tour ot the pro'ri.noe. He conf1n1t4 

h1• ettorte to Lowu Vaneou,r r Ialan4 • mek111 aalJ one 

epeeoh in V · oouTer. The ,any '• laok ot f1nanoial and or­

gan1aation nppon 1• ole . 17 ehovn in it• cam 1 broad-

beet , Pl• Unionist. wrt ttea and print by the editor ot 

the '1\4.!rbJ: !!Der. Cbe ply prochaoe4 , ita content• wer• 'WI.• 

eophi•t1oated , to say the 1-t• A typioal Oomlll9D1- waa 

the note, 

One thing about Bri ti•h Col · bia • e Premier tb t b&t­
ne h1a pol1tio en ea i• th t be 1• a native •on 
of the aoil , bom of pr• i•r• pion••~ pannh and atill 
li ••• 1n the Sau1oh h • of hie Obilclhoo4 . 7l. 

While h1 campaign wae undou'btdly weak• it vaa 

not entir ly without ert't, fol ·• potn'ted out acou.ra.tely 

that hia government'• oticma, while uninap11' • had 

bit in.e4 th pNYinoe •a eoOllOlfJ • well a• po aibl• t an4 
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that no pany in the election eeaed oa bl• ot continuing 

to 4o so. ! olmi• a:rgue4 tbat1 

Oha•1 1nl>ov• will not 1n ua anyvh•r•. ·fboa,e who 
depend on n1t1o1 l pro•p•nt7 bf the hoJTOVi.Dg ot 
hu . euma ot en•T• thu• 1nonaa1ng our obl.iptiou , 
will evenhally o • down to unb to learn that 
etl'ingent toon • and vi oroue :retNnolmnt aN ••­
eential to a laeting reoovm •••• 

The gOYermaent which baa _a4m1n1atere« ihe 
attain ot Bri tS..h Oolu bi tor the paat fi Y• 7ean , 
of Vb.lob I J:zaye bacl the honour ot betnc heat , g&Y• the 
pe.ople ole • hcmeat actmi111•1ration. 11 1• the tmlJ 
group in the ftel4 which ball ad 1ntatnt1•• eqe~tenoe 
during th1• t1me et financial etr••• • It ha• demon­
•t : ted 1t1 ab111t7 to econoat•• bf •ttectinc • MYin 
ot 7,420 , Sll 1n the coat of ac111lllliet tion in th• 
pa.at two ye ra . We ba•• clemouet te4 too that w. have 
the full realisatiott ot the neceeaity of_ri.g14 eoon­
o,q en the nturn ot normal oon4itioa11. 1Z 

In the light of the development ot the Ltbe:ral 

gnema•nt unclei- Pattullo oYer the nu, etght T• n , !ol-

111••• oo ent 1• not unr aao bl•. T•t nob ooneen tlYe 

principle• bad t ilri to 1. rOY• the eoonomio ooJ1clS. t101l ot 

the province or, more panloularl7 , the econ ic poel ion 

of th• 1ndiv1Clual voter. While tev people bl e4 fol 1e 

peraortal.17 tor the Bff• . en\ •• failure to 101 v• t he ••­

olllic o.r1a1a or queetioned bt• einoen.ty, bi• caapalp 

•t · ped hi ae a man who•• ti • had paaa4t4 . 

!rbe otheJI' .3or group ot OcmaeNatlT-ee wae the 

Partiaan IJ'CNP and thq too•• med a voice tro the paet. 

1th thiri7-thne oan.414 tea 1a the tiel4 , tbe party a4-

voo ted "oou eoue a Jua-t ent ot the •Jtt•ting toonOllio 

:r••• n bu ,ban ll:r ert enta with other ullknowa 111•- \ 
tema . n7) f heir plattona _ ••1•e4 eoonom., , tax Ntuotion 1 
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and unemployment and health insurance , in that order , but 

their chief emphasis l ay on the claim that: 

Party politics and the rul e of party machines having 
brought the government in Br1 t i .sh Col umbi a to its 
present intolerabl e state ._ • .• each candidate will be 
free to vot e in the Legial ature according to his own 
beet judgement , untJ9ammel ed by al legianc to any party , / 
l eader, or oauoua~7~ 

The simil arities between the Non- Partisan and the 

Provincial Party ar worthy of note . Both groups denounced 

the evils of patronage and the immensity of the provincial 

debt . Deinanding atrong government, they procl aimed their 

own 1ndependenoe and were otfioially pledged to no leader 

though dominated by one man who e motiv s w r suspect . 

Both groups , aparentl y organi:aed pontaneouely , showed 

signs of oar f'ul organizati on , ampl e .f'inanci 1 support and 

i ntimate ti t o the Vancouver business community. Even 

their electoral resul ts were aimilar. 75 Yet there was a 

significant difference . The Provincial Party brought for­

ward candidates who had not previousl y been alli ed with any 

party; the Non- P r t isane w re l argel y disaffected Oonser­

vativee who had deserted Tolmie . 76 The Provincial Party 

eould l ogical ly presen.t itsel f as a part y of r f orm; t he 

Non- Parti sans appeared to be merel y an attempt to reel ect 

a group of discredited politioians . 77 

In th 1933 el ection , there was one other olaaa1-

fication of can.didate which must be di cussed . These were 

the thirty independent Independents . Ran.ging across the 

politi cal spectrum from the moat exp rienced politicians, 
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euoh J • • Jonea , to Tiai . ry unla.lowna, auoh a 

H. G. • Savage, they further oon:t&:le-4 the oonteet and 

tra ente4 the vote . S • were diell'"Untled Li · rala vho 

did ot et a 

running tor ub.lioltf , ...-.en w u one Mn ov _ ent• of 

r torm. 79 Still other• wen •111,athette to e 14 ot 

non- · ny govemae t but wn• no willing to aupport either 

the Unioni•t or the lon-Pani■8llll op..ay. 80 What their 

oouree ot tion woul have been i.t el-,tecl 1• lilpoaaible 

to taV, althou&h thq ••eme4 to aare• with Jones wb.o atatecl 

he would aupport any ff•nm•t wbtob o0\114 keep t he pre­

Tino t1nano1all7 •ate.81 A an, :vat•, only U.r 'Nn JJ11teom'b , 

Victoria, an B. o. E. Sava•• Cowiohan• lewoa••l•, •" 

elect.a . Auoomt, later- rej0-tne . the Ccmnwati•• riy and 

ultiaately became 1~• 1 ad••• 
In tbia oon.tuae4 el otion , then · one final 

tronio ineident . On Ob olieJt 2S, v. l . Bowaer te4 ot a 

h an attack, forcing th• oatpouunt ot the •ottn · 1n 

Viotol'ia an Vancouv•r Oenter wber he va• a o , 414ate. !he 

oomllellt he had 4• during the oapal,n came litenlly 

trues 

I got baok to the• • city which e1eote4 ,.or 
twa'7 1 are an4 rej ct • When I n ired tr:om pub-
lic life. • • • 1 . o1n to oo•pt a nomtna-Uoa in 
Vanoouver Otnter ancl , at the end ot the eleot1on . I 
vlll itber be n FNOt or burl. f0rffet- . 8a 

Bowaer•a 4 th 'fPII.Y b ~• ooa the 

few rgi:cal •• u83 it 1 cauae an 
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th Unioni t 4 on .. P rti•an• i the two ridin e •• well 

• the with . wal ot J. Hino-hlifte . 84 Kore 1 ponantl.y-

tbe delay in YO \lnti.l tb Lib l rtotol'7 ..,.. known 

intluffloed the reeul'te . JJov•T•r• it is unl.ik•l that Dow­

ser'• demiae a1 ific ntly t•r•4 the p rt7 at 41 • 

he r aul t ot the 1•n•raJ. eleotioa •• a diaaater 

tor the Britiab Col hi Ooaaenat1••• • no tte,. wbat 

position they bad •••u ri dUl'ing the oum1111,ip . !be Libeftl.• 

won )4 •• ta w1,h 41 . ?f. ot the :popul "votes the o. o. , . 
b e the ottiaial Oppoeition witb? ••ta 11. S~ of 

the vote, he tJnionla • • who elected only R. u. Pooley , 

polled only ) . )~1 t • on-Parii an• won 2 • • ta withe •• • 

ho Indepe ente and !om Uphill we• al•o el ed . 

On o~ the per•tetmt Ubel'&l m,tba dun the oa 

p en ha4 been t . t , by nann1.q under tlitte•ent label , 

aufficient Oonaerv: tty • would b4t eleoted to permit !-olaie 

to re n in ottioe. the election reeulta demons ntecl 

that euoh an 1de , even lt 1t had beera aerieusly eona1 encl , 

could not • eucce ea. 1n the populal!' •o e ot the 

Un1on1eta, the •-Parttnn• d In -,-4eJJta of Oonaer­

tive aym thtea , the o bin total vu 1,.17' ot • J>OP-

ular vo, .a, he •pll t not oocuned • the raw. t may 

have been d1tfi r nt in degree. ft!• r aulta , owe •r• 1nd1- " 
o t• that th Oonaena 1•• rv waa 4eoia1Yely rejeoteo., 

no • tter wbat ita particular l el , by t • Toten tor 

wbatner re one voter• ••leot ».preeent ti••• • 
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At the • ti · • the eleotion did not abow •ls-~ ---- --- · .. / 

nitioan:t ahitt to the Lib• la , noep1: 1n tot • ta . v----- - ,· 
Their popular Tote lnor ued by onl7 1~ ner th t of the 

1928 election and sa.,_ of the eleotore voted a tut 

them. hey had won • not beoau•• ot th• appeal ot •work ancl 

Wag••" • bu1i beoauae ot the tnpent tion ot the pol 1 tioal ~ 

opposition. ttullo ' • peat aohinem•nt wa• to inta1n 

the unity of bia orpnis tion and the reault wae 1'911 J"Jt-

bly eimil r to 1916 d 1924. fbe C. O. P., whtoh b 

taoe violent op oa1 tion , 1•repreeent tton., 1ntenal oon­

oliota ana abonaa• ot 1it • and oney, bad gained al oat 

one-third ot the popw. r vote to beoome the Oppoa,ition. 

Yet they too 4 profited lar •11 ~1th• eollapa• of ~h• 

Oeaervat1v•• • Ove? the next deo 4•• • although the c. o. , . 
g ined ore ••• ta , they t ilH to imprOTe a1p1 no tly 

their popular Yote . 87 

!olm1• ' • x-nct1on to the election reaulte vaa a 

oo blnation ot :reaignatton and n••ntment at hie betrayal 

by hie frien4e . He no1'eds 

I have no pr ju41o•• inat the Lib• · la, ftlq ta..igb.t 
aa the)' ahould ficht 'to get elected . I feel th t in 
4dit1on to betng atan.« tor nonal •xpeDeea ~7 tbe 

hi her-11~ ot th• Conaenat1Ye parly who pl e4 with 
me 1n 1926 to enter the field , the ftlllt d file have 
not ehown in tbia eleotion an a:ppr.a1at1on of the 
badly nee4ed help given them in 1926 at gre t p•~•onal 
eaorifioe. I ot the opinion that , b tbe Oonaena-
tivee tood th• rt7 , realistn, •• onl.7 macl• th• 
Union cn-e b auae 1 t beet aui in the oon41 tiou of 
tbe ooulltl'J' t the time and had thq •tood by chrring 
the tight , we would have won the eleel·ien banc11 ow. 
Onoe it waa won, Io N not wbat ppened to the lea4-
erab1p. If 'the7 had aeyone elae thq felt would till 
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the bill aette7• I vae quite wlllin-« to reline&ieh 
th• po•ition •••• · experienoe with tb.e old partJ' 
ie t.h t it hu 4• ennated to a g:raup ot un whoa• 
only 1ntereat in aoc••• t• to .... the patron p artd ti. 
menu• th•7 ou ae.oure from it . 88 

In encmal letten , f ol181• olarifttd h1• aoouea­

tion ot laok at npport . 

You will re ember I vaa not only preaee4 br R.I . but 
7 ot t he other leaclen to o•• to rt tt•h C•lumb1a 

and then 1n 19)) we find tbq re . rec en bl.I the -.,-
port ot the Ll'ben.J. party . the ■ot1•• • in 'llfl' o .inion, 
at th •t'lom ot their h•art■ vu ,•t th•V wett• 'think­
ing ot ~ oOJlins t•4•nl eleouoii • ., 

--- -- -···- ·----- ....... ~ ---------· 

No oae lilc•• to •&1 &tlYthi.ns c1iapa~ about a -
who ha.a pa1eecl -, 'but oerta.1Dl.y ·• Bowa•:r aad h1• 
tollowere nne:r oeaaecl t work sata•t • aitlo• th• 
day •• left . ' OOJ• • • • • ' • Bctweer - bi• Sl'WP 
Juet kept oar pan, apl1 t fro w4 · t ·o end end th• final 
toua · •• whn our eupport•ra• ineiated cm ntming u 
%a4ep n4eat8 . YV 

lot then 1• little btttera••• in f ol le ' • lnten 

except in z- tennoe to the debt• vi th whioh he • left u 

a renlt of ht• Preatenhlp u4 the election o-,alsna 

I •om•tlme• ha•• nen been taapted to ult my1utlf it 
thle ia the gr t C •• • . rtJ , wbai th• B ••• waa 
it like betor-e tt wu ~• t . lt 1011 knew the ,artio­
ul n Y'OU would bai'dly blue ae . I . · •till pay1u 
oaapa1gn de'bta u a reeul t ot th laet election. YJ. 

-,ertenoe 1n Britieh Ooluab1 pol1t1o.e baa been a 
ve'f7 upeuive one . Ma1)y who aougltt to ban • take 
hold h••• 1n 1926 were loud 1n th•1r prOllli••• l v,Olll.4 
not be •wok. A.a I eq.laine4 t .o th• at t he thle, th• 
•alar, waa not nttlotmi to run th• •how. Well , ltbe 
una1 thiq h eaecl an4 I aa nov cl•tJ 1ne4 to plao• 

aelt •n velvet•• qu~okly u I oan. 

By o ,refill econo , n'b-41T1e1oa ot hi.e Olovel!daJ.• 

fl rm and the Ml• ot • • ot hi• oheriab-4 oattle, folmt• 

mana e4 to clear hie indeb-tetneN. hen 4ur thi• till• 

ot anxiety, he retained hi• 1nt•r••'I 1n politic lit•• 
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though with hie d•t t, the provinot.al Oonaen tivea dta­

r ri• hta. 9) Be cnpulouely retraine4 ~o public 

er1t1o1 ot the beral gOYeftUlent , but warned hie to r 

federal eollea •• ot the 4angen of a14 . t"1.lllo 1 

You e1sed oo , 1tlone up when 1ou deaortb him on bia 
tiret rtait to Ottawa aa a1mply 'blutt. H ia a peou-
11 r uke-up, char •• With aelf- ·•t.•em in ht · al>Uity­
•• • tea . , vbio . no one el•• 1 know ot baa ever 
notioed •••• • ainoerel,7 hope, abOTe all el••• that 
in any helJ • ».nne'tt 11 Y • him. he "111 be k•enl.7 
alive to th neoeaeity ot pnteottng the Oonaern.t:lve rv in view ot the p roe.obi election . Thie 
won • b .. i t te to get ne, tr. the tede l govern­

nt and uae it 1n a nuaclab t wrq to dete t the . He 
1• a Grit through anc1 thrO\lgh. lfhia Pattullo won ' t 
beait ,e to at 11our thun4er if he a•t the ohanoe 

d oonetder it• rt tt he uooe • •~ 

el.eotion ot 1935 but, beo e of b.1a heal t • d14 no on­

P igning tor th party . 9S In 1te r aul.t•• h eaw 3Uati­

t10 tion tor hie ow aotiona 1n 19)). le arpe41 

llbe reeult in lritlah ColWllbi ol rl7 indio t the 
s•r we eaw 'When we trle to • o biaation with 

the other two le ere io be off the aooialiete • 
repreeented l>J' t!M O •. o. • e weH juat three J 
ahead ot the tilua . I ot a. B. to a4m1 t during hi• 
vial t here h t Bower d apl~ t •~• party f ~ '-Pel io 
en4 . lt •• 3U•t too ••• • etemeri could not 

•• •• '11• picture u it !1Jall7 •• at the ttu. 
t there 1• no ue aq ealtn • ~ 

In 19)6 , w11ih the 4 th of D. B. Plunkett, follli.e 

t 4 d reeleoted Oonaen ti•• 

ent tor the 01 ty ot Viotoria. 97 lb.a retuft t4 hia first 

• t lov , the Canadian Hou• of o one, by the voten 

who ha4 rejectecl bia · OY ft11l811t •o :reaoundingly in 193) 

mua1 have been ao roe of gr t eat1efaot1n. Hie :r-etum 
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to publi c f. vour e • Juat in , • . Onl7 •ix onth• later, 

on Ootob r 1) , 19,6, Si on ••r !olll1• in. ioepn•ent-

1ng the prOTince he loTecl ao well in the poa1,1on. tor whioh 

he waa beat auttn and en307 4 ao oh. 

1th h1• 4• tb , a pol1tie era ended . Hie te4eral 

•• t wa_a · • en by a Lib rel , B. . w. . 1'.ev, oae of th• mea-

ben ot th!_!!44 C ___ t_!e,_ and i- 1ned Lib nU tor al-

oat twety 7 ara . The prortnotal Ooa••natiTe party ba4 , 

a1nce 19)), r•'ltlrne4 to th• poeit1on 1-t bad eeoupied uJlc!er 

Bow &l' . Led by Dr. ,. Patt r•on , a Bowaerite loya11•t , it 

t.ega1ned a popul r vote wh1olt ho-,e:,:ed about J~ but never 

~on enough •• ta to ton a goye em:e . 98 In 1941, th• Oon• 

eerv t1Y•• • uncler R. L. 1tland ancl than H. Anaoomb, be­

e • the junior rtnere in Liberal 4o 1n ted ooali<tion , 

witb.enng away until YinuallJ ht> roe4e4 b7 the Sooial 

Credit rtJ' 1D 19S2. With no •b•n in tb• L•ai•l tiv• 

Aa•eabl7 einoe l9S6 , tile Conae,,.,.tl•••• Nnn.llag only 'their 

new le . er, polled a total ot l t OS4 vot•• in tbe 1969 pro­

Tinolal general election. 99 

fhue the Preierehip ot Tolmie rka the laet time 

vhen the pronnctal Cone" t1ve ·ny held a leg1alat1n ~ 

~on v ta hi 1r1ah Oo1Wlb1a . !:me the 4ia1nte · ticm ot 

tinotion ot the pron cial Co aerv t1••• and , tt tor n.o 

other rea•on , ia a eub3eot vortl)J ot atu4J. he ooll&pee 

of the lat Oouerv '\1Te ldni•tTJ ot Bnt1• Oolumbia wu 
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o uaecl by tllr•• iater- relatecl taotons the Depneeion., the 

n tun ot tbe Coneerv t1•• party the l 4erahip of X 

s eoitio at t• ente on the actual etfeota of tb 

19)0 ' e Depre••ton on Britiab Colu b 

t ,led atudiea ot rl1oular :regiona and bul 'tr1• • on­

omio 17, the Gr t Deprnaton re r4ri the growth of 1n-

4u tr1•• and _etropolitan o-.ten whU inoreatS1ng the pro-

Yinoial debt 'but i._ ia not cle wheth r l1i tunaa ... 

tel long-term ettect. Stu tea ot the O·Dllcuu~ and Koot-

na, re&1one 1n41o t• that th••• aN&a ba • 4epree e4 

virtually einoe he collapse ot ihe 1903-12 boo and that 

the 19)0 ' • Hw only voraeniag ot an als-eady 4ep:reeae4 eo­

onODJJ . lOO It tbia 1 •o elaewhere , outeide 'th• ■etitopolitan 

reaa , it ¥ aooount toY the t t th t the DepreH1on pro­

duoe4 no reYoluti nar, movement , et.the!" eoonomie , eooial 

or pol1t1oal , in Bntiah Oolobia. 101 

&enerall7 , c ent on ~h• etteot ot th Depnaaion 

pbaalaee the autfertnaa 1t o ae4 on the intli'ri.du • m­
Yol• • nlly, the teara ot loain • ' • job, the •• ••­

t1on of be1ng un ploy-4 tor the or 7nn, 'the ipa1•• 

ot 4 perulin o pu'blio wltare an relief eoarr d the mUtda 

4 • tio of t l t two a•n•r tion• ot ritiah Oolua-

biana. rye f'ter , aen olun to j ba they hated 

r 1ibe11 than ri un plo; · ent an their ohUclr D were 



oountlng h• importeno of euoh • · rienoee, it 1• ctit­

f1eult to ae how the Depreaaion altend aJfiating poltti• 

cal tftd1t1oua. Deapit• the eugg••tion that th election 

ot 19)) represented "ew1ng to t he left",102 it 18 ar-­

guabl th t it. ore exaetl.7 , waa an 1n:tena1tic 'tlon of 

pre-enating politioal tt1tu4••• 

either tbe e rgenoe ot the o. c. • nor the eleo• 

tion of t h• Liberal• re~r•••nt any' ftln amental alteral1oll 

of axiating pol1 toal ,ra14t1ona in the p1"0'tlnoe. It 1a I. 

true that the o. o. • • t propue , oone14ertng 

the ahonn • of t i ,hey ha4 to oi-pnin. 'but they wen 

neith•r ea alien nor nvol utionar;y group in Britiah Colu -

bi . A tradition of La'bo\lr- ooial1u had long niatttd in 

the pron.ace, ppeartng during th e iJ' aettl at aaeng 

the Eagl.1.eh tn r brougat to !fanalmo.103 Wall• 1 had re-

in• a minor1v, it had ooneiatently bad re»i-eaentatlon 

1n the Legialatin Aa•e bly and polled 'betwee 10 . d 2-

ot ihe pop]. r vote.1o4 the ettona ot t he PrOYlnoial Put,­

in 192] and Tolmie 1n 19)) to attraot l.abeur ll\lp · :rt d on.-

trat•• t t pol1t1oiana reco i d 1'9 1 pol"t oe. 

Un . er ,he condt tiont ot eoo» io o-r1 ia uletins 

1n 19).) . the Lab0\lr-Sooial1at -tra itla, alrea4y aeoepte4 

•• riot p7ov1nc1al politto•• vu in po ttion 

to espan • 1th t he oollapae ot the Ccm••nat1 ve party ad 

t he eaergence of od r te parli entar, •ooialie'tio 

c itton. thee . c. ' •• tht vo~•r oppoaed to the Libera.le 
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bad eon.•truotiv• altem tive. In pron • where Lib-

ra! and Ooneenati"le gove enta had 1ntr uoed 014 age 

penaiona and other •• allowancea , 4•4 the P. G. E., 

d in• the 8Wll&8 lancla and maoted enena1"1e labour and 

eooi l l egial t1on, 'Oh pro ot the c. C. P. wu not 

revolution&J7. While d1tf'1oul to doouaent , the •teady r•­

or1 nt Hon of tbe a. O. P. - • D. P. party einoe 193) to a 

p rt, oommi tted to t rial proeperi ty n:tller than aoeial-

1• au geete tu aupporten were not , by an4 large, ao­

otal1ata. ---Equ . iy, the - he legt■laUYe 'l'iotor.r ot the 7 
Lib 781a - • not the reault ot a eipitio t alt• tion of 

1 

tbe vo'ier ' a preterene••• Ae ha.a••• noted, their opul r X. 
vote in 19)) 1noreaae4 only~ ner th tot,• 1928 elec­

tion. In Yi w ot nob a minute ohan • • it cum b n1l.y be 

tbat "Work ancl . ••" , whio tittered only a em-

•1• to th plattorme of th• Unioni•i and e -Pani-

group , waa ~or factor ill th · electl • A.a in 1916 

and 1924, the Lilaeral.a formed the ov m•• t beoua• tbeir 

oppoet t1on waa tragm•ntecl whil they r . 1n.e4 uni t.ect . Pat­

tullo ' • reorpni• tion of th Lib• . • pl e4 it in the 

tortu te poa1t1on ot bin the onl.7 party ole rl7 o pable 

of proT1d1.ng at bl• gnemaent . 

! 
I 
I 

-------.J 
e election reaulta wtte thue dete ined by the 

cliaint tion of the Ooneen t1ve p :rty. The Con■en-atl"I• 

· br• k-up wae not oauae by the Gre t Der aaion. fhe 



Depreeeion • a oataly t , accelerating a proo••• ot clec 7 

whtoh had been under way tor 1• • . Aa tbia tbeeia de on-~ -------atr 'te , th• Oonaenativ• p rty 1n Britieb Coluabi laoke4 
~- __ ., --- -· ' ·- . . - -~ 
internal ooh .. ion. It wa1 bound _together bJ no o on let•-

.......... _,,.. .. , ....... . ,... ..... ,. - ·-....... .. , .. , .,,. 
o ogy , purpoae or 1_07.altiea , In ti.me• ot proaperity ancl 

a, bili '7, th• part y could concentrate on i 
~ -- '-..... -

c1•• anti govern auooea fully . · t , 1n oppoei tion or in 
"-..- -.... _ ........ 

oria:ls , 1 t vaa rent_ by a.,e • internal dlaputea wbiob lett 
.--... _.,. ~ ./ ~, ,,. ~ 

--._ _ _,,,,- Y:.. 3 "" • h .... __...---

\ 1 i un bl• to toJ'll\ll te or punue lcma- teJ'lrl plan• . hie vu 

~ot entirely, ~ -~tter -o;·· the lea4erab1p. fthe ••• ontliot• 
- ~ --·nu iu n place under ·· bide, Bovaer and !ollll1e. Ia the 

;,,....-·"""---

provinoial Coneerval1,ve party , it vaa we.ya true that ...__,_,.. _..,......-- ,...,.- .... _.. ,. 

~~.9oei.,t b~ e4• napeo!,1 :faUure brin a out the ~.olv••• •lOS \_,,,.. . 
It ie inst thla b ok oun4 t t Staon er 

f ol i e ·at be jud ed . Jr hie lettan and in tbe •••o­

ne• ot iho•• who knew hi , f ol 1• ppea:n u an arai ble, 

ple ant pereonali tJ w1 th larp oircle of acquaint o•• 

but tew oloee Mencla . While he cl tew pretension• to 

gri t 1n1-ellectual p en, h a jOTial end popul • 
.la a politician at the trier .· level , be a a oa 1'1• -ra,­

reaentati Ye of hie eoneti tu•DOJ' and a wonby , though not. 

outetandin, ••b rot rl1 

To 1• ' • jo~ tlaw a that he waa not a pol1t1-

oal leaclel' either t,y 1nol1nation or abillt7 . A• w. A. c. 
' 

Bennett , t h present Pre ier ot 1 ti.ab O ~:uab1 wbo knew 

Dr. olai , da 
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He one of the niceet en 7ou ooul4 eet , but be 
neYer ehoulcl have been ) er. vae jolly, 'but not 
tough nougb , .d re ier at be ble to HY' no to 
tr1cmd and toe. A.t ti " when everybody •l•• ia 
• in 1••• at time■ a pr•ier at a, no.106 

Thee nt 1a 3uet 'but inoompl te . !ol ie al.eo 

poor acl inlet · tor. In tb or, , tbe Pr er can•--• the 

po■ition of chairman ot ;he board but , in praotioe, h 

uet aotiTely control h1a oabinet 11liniate .•. aottona ,o en­

sure policy 1• etteotiTely o rr1e4 aat. fbia ie partiou­

larl7 neo•••U'I in 1••• of eoonomio criala. Ct$p, tor 

ooc eional. auggeet1ona , !olm1e 414 not do thia . Wbat•••r 

hie reuon• , folm1e • • tailure a:ner 19)0 to • eo1e1ve 

otion to oonti-ol or reahape hie o tnet oontributecl to 

hie ulti te dete t . 

folnd.e ' • ilun a one of intelleo , not of ta­

pe ent or pereonal.1 ty. He laoke4 the t• 1natton anct in­

tellectual o pab111t1ea to rt•• a&ove the 1 

ation d r eolutely etrike out ill ne 1reot1one. k• 

o te4 tor Union overnment earlttr and carried out a bolt 

nc1 1 ediate norganin1:1on, be a1 ht have •t Ttcl ott the 

coll P••• It be ba4 nen · too4 ree,olu ely b7 the pany, 

he igbt bave eal e4 •o •thing tr the eleo~ion. lat.lee 

the rest ot the OouervatiTe ,any, be bad no eol14 01>-

3eot1••• other than to be eleoted . Oatlf\l■e and bnilctered 

by eitu t1on beyond hia e prehen•1on, he could on11 

eta •r tr 

of Union gOYe ent a halt-be ltd an incompl te cl 
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hi• 1adec1■1on o pletetl the alien t1on ot hia tollovera . 

Optimlatio and upanaionietlo • had been 011Yer and 

Bride• '!o 1• va• t oed vi th an eoonomio ai tuation tor 

which he wae totally unpY:e r 4 . fhe rt1 he led• fnl­
m nt 4 and tno pable ot univ a it wu, 414 nothing to 

e up tor tolmie' a clettc1eno1•• • Deeened , un bl• to 

ad pt , fola1e waa the wrong man tor that poait1on ant th t 

ti • • 
< 

The tel.mi• gOYemaent wu cloomect to failure at •1uJ f 
time ot its election. P oed with 4•twct1on tr . vith1n, ) . ' 

the Br1t11h Oolwa 1a OonaenatiYe party aought in folll1• y:.. 

• rtour and elected a un of h1UDan tailinp . !b-e 1nten­

a1 ty ot the criaia vhioh de t .roy the admlnia't tion baa 

obecured the~ ot that the Oon••ff'ative p •"Y waJt a traa­
ile coal1._1on ot diap nte 1n-.ere•t• and ol le waa not J 

1 the to etrengthen 1t • 
.__I - - -- --

I 
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101 Supra, PP• 18. )6. 

102 L. J. Ladner to s. ~. Tolmie, S pt. 27, 19)1, 
Tolmie Paper. folmie !ollowed Ladner'• advice. The meeting 
w a not broadcast although it had been eoheduled and Tol­
mie sent ·a stenographer to the meeting to make a complete 
record. 

lO) H. Langely, Court Stenographer, Transcription 
o! the Ohain Oon ervative Aaeoo1at1on eeting, Victoria, 
Sept. 28, 19Jl, tolmie Paper. Th@ eimilarity b tween the 
final sentence ot the quotation and the slogan or the Pro­
vincial Party is. too obvious to requir comment. 

104 s. ,. Tolmie to Nelson Spenc•r, Oot. 9, 1931, 
Tolmie Papere. fh1e reply 1howe considerably more polit­
ical aubtl ty that ia obviou - in Tolmie'a career. He dia­
amed th Vancou•er memb rs by r aponding only to their 
apeoifio oomplainta, ignoring the fact th t, beoa-uee they 
did not have apeo1.t1c departments, S.belly and Maitland did 
not have any control of patronage. Since they wer not 1n 
constant touch, the Vancouver cabinet ministers did not 
direct the day-to-day ac-ti Ti t.iee of the gc>vernment and 
thus, were inef.teot1ve in exerting infiuenoe. 

105 R. L. Maitland to S. • Tolmie, Oct. 26, 19)1, 
Tolmie Papera. 

106 L. J. La~ner to s. "'· Tolmie, Ifov. 12, 19)1, 
Tolmie Pap ra. Steven told Ladn r that he and Rae had 
b en approached but ha4 :remained loyal to Tolmie. He eug­
geated that Belson Spencer and the "Vancouver Club crowd" 
were backing Bo~aer. 

107 ftle oopy of apeech · to Oonaervative Annual Con­
vention, Nanaimo, Nov. 27, 1931, Tolmie P pera. 
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10~ S . F. Tolmie to A. N. Middl ton, Dec. 8 , 19)1, 
Tolmie Papers. 

109 Supra, p . 91 . 

110 Journals LX (1932) , P• 23. 

111 Lindley Crease to s . F. Tolmie, May 24 , 1932, 
Tolmie Papers . 

112 Vancouver Province , March 11, 17, 1932 . 
. . 

11) P. F. Payne to J . w. Jones , June 15, 1932, 
Jones Papers. 

11~ J.B. Clearihue t o T. D. Pattullo, Deo. 12, 
19)2, Pattullo Papers. 

115 L. M. akovski to J . w. Jones, July 26 , Aug. 14, 
1932, Jones Papers. 

116 Supra , p . 96 . 

117 British Columbi a , Report of t he Committee A,-

' 
118 fhe members of the Kidd Committee were George 

Ki dd , Vanoouver , chart ered accountant; w. L. ·ckin , Fraser 
Valley , finance and real estate; Austin Tylor , Vancouver ~ 
financier; A.H. Douglas, Vancouver , l awyer; R. w. Mayhew, 
Victoria , manufacturer . 

119 J .• W. Jones to R~ H. Pooley , July 27 , 19)2, 
Tolmie Paper . 

120 Kidd Report, p~ 54. 
2 

121 J. G. Weir, President; Investment Bankers Aeso­
oiation of Canada, to J . w. Jones , Oot. 19, 1932, Jones 
Papers. 

122 Profee or H. F. Angus to J . w. Jone , Oct. 17, 
1932 , Jones P pers . Angus was referring to a public debate 
hel d in Vancouver on Oct. 14, 1932! 

123 Kidd Report, p . 16 , 54. Capitalization in the 
original. _ 
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124 Memorandum of Union Government , Sept~ .19) 2 , 
Tolmie Papers~ The four Vancouver backbenchers opposed · 
union and demanded Bowser be given a cabinet post . Berry , 
Borden , Heggie and Rutledge objected to cooperat ing wit h 
the Liberal s . Haywood was undecided . 

12.5 Memorandum on the 19JJ electi on , Nov . 7, 193) , 
Tolmie Papers . 

126 Press Rel ease on Union Government, Sept . 8 , 
19J2 , Tolmie Papers . 

127 w .. J .. Bowser to s . · F. Tolmie ~ Sept ~ 9 , 1932J 
T. D. Pattullo to s . F. Tolmie , Sept . 13 , 1932 , Tol mi e 
Papers . 

128 St atement t o th Pre s on Union Government , 
Sept. 17, 1932, Tolmie Papers . 

129 C. F. M. Plant a to J . Paul, Pouce Coupe, ·s ept. 
17 , 1932 , Pl anta Papers : Vancouver Provinoe,Sept. 18 , 19) 2. 

130 J . A. Cl ark , l awyer , Vancouver; Conservative 
M. P., Vanoouver - Bur rard , 1921- JO . 

1)1 J . A. Cl ark t o s . F. Tolmie , Oct . 22 , 1932, 
Tolmie Paper a . 

132 A. J . H lmcken to s . F. Tolmie , Cot . 25 , 1932 , 
Tol mie Pap r . 

lJJ L. J . Ladner to s . F. TtU.mie, Dec. 26 , 19)2 , 
Tol mie Papers . 

1)4 M~morandum of Suggested Unioni st Candidates , 
Sept.-Oct., 1932 , Tolmie Papere . 

135 C.A.R. 1932, p. J09. 

1)6 s . F. Tolmie t o J . E. Ma:, , Dec. 19, 1932 , Tol-
mie Papers . 

1)7 Victoria Oolonist , Oc t . 2 , 1932 . 

1) 8 Victoria Colonist , Nov . 27 , 19)2 • . 

1J9 J . S. Moodie to A •• Manson , Jan . 22 , 19)2 , 
Pattul l o ·Papers . Moodie eta.t ee t hat Pat tullo h d spent 
about 16,ooo a year of his own money on organizational 
activities f or the Liberal part:, . 
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140 Resolutions passed by the Convention of' the 
British Columbi a Liberal Association, h ld in Vancouver, 
Oct. J and 4, 1932, Y.cGeer Papers . 

141 Ormsby, "T~ Duff rin P ttullo ," p . 28. 

142 T. D. P ttullo to G.G. McGeer , Nov. 28 , 1932, 
Pattullo Papers . 

Chapter VI 

1 Appendix A • . 

2 C.A~R. 1933, p. )04. 

3 IbiQ. -· 
4 Appendix B • 

.5 Morley , Vancouver, P• 

6 J . w. Jones to P. B. 
Jones Papers 

7 J. w. Jones to s. F. 
Papers . 

1?9. 

Fowler , Jul y 27, 19)2 , 

Tolmie , Nov . 3, 1932, Jonea 

8 Appendix G. There is little sign that these in­
etruotion greatly reduced relief costs. Undoubtedly they 
did make the relief officer ' s task more aeman4ing, the 
recipient more resentful and the government even more 
unpopular. 

9 J . w. J ones t o P. G. fowler, March 8, 19)), 
Jones Papers. The Bank offered no further ortticiam but 
repeated t he threat after the Li ber als took office. 

10 Appendix H. Pattullo violently rejected a simi­
l ar suggestion from Bennet-t 1n 19)4 but he was newly elec­
ted with firm control over his party and , ae a Liberal, 
prepared to make political capital out of such federal 
intervention. Tolmie had none of these advantages . 

11 ll!,g_. 

12 S. Fo til mie to R. B. B2nnett ~ March 17, 1933, 
Pattul lo .Papers . Underlining done i n red, possibly by 
Pattullo. 
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13 Bu get Addreas, March 15, 1933 (Victoria: 
King 's Pritrlier, 1933), Jones P pers . So great was the 
criticism gver t he reduction of manioipal grants that the 
government was forced to set up a Commission to investi­
gate the whole probl m of provinoial- munieipa1 finances. 

l!~ Vancouver Su11, r ch 16, 193). 

15 Approved Minute of be Privy Council, oopy, 
May 5, 1933 , Pattullo Pap rs . Thia eeme to have be8n eent 
to Pattullo by Ian Macken~ie. 

16 C. A.R~ 1934 , p. JOl. 

17 Grote Stirling to J. w. Jones, 
Jones Paper. 

18 Sup,:,a , p . 111. 

r ch 28, 1933, 

19 Va.no ouv~:r. Provin.o e , Fft b. 2 5, 193 J. 

20 The distinction between the Non-Partisan nd the 
Unionist groups wa largely a matter of lead rship and em­
phasis . Their pl tforms wer quit., eimilar. 

21 J . o. :ntih!ord to s . ~. Tolmie , Feb. 28 , 1933, 
Tolmie Paperac. 

22 Supra, p . 97 . 

23 Vancouver Sun , March 13, 19)). Th re is no evi­
d•noe that S~evena fa.voured e1 ther the Non-Pert1 · ans or 
tha Unionist although he wa eoncern d over th split . 

24 J. Paul to O. F. M. Flanta , ieb~ 6, 19Jj , Pl nta 
Pap r . Thie letter mentions that the Dominion organi~a­
tion w ab bind th Non-Partisane. Wbil uch statements 
are vo1oed by .both Tolmie and Bowser up~ortere, pPoot ie 
not avail able. 

25 s . P. Tolmie tow. J . Blake-Wilson , Jan. 29, 
19:32, Tol mie Paper. Tolmie was troubled during the pe:r. 
iod of his Premier hip bye vere nose-ble de which coul d 
only be atopp d by minor surgery and left him weakened 
for days . Thie was the oauee of hie abeence tor a week in 
19)2 and tor muoh Qf March, 1933. His indisposition may 
acc ount for his failur to address the cauou before the 
~nd of th. ae.aston. 
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26 Vancouver Province, March 11 , 19)). ~he comment 
shows considerabl e insight as to the politi cal realities. 
At t he same time , Dunford was telling Tolmie that "the elec­
tors are clamouring for action · from you . " (J. o. Dunford 
to S. F. Tol mie , March 4, 19JJ, Tolmie Paper _). 

27 Victoria Colonist, rob 18, i9JJ . Both were 
still members of the cabinet at the time. 

28 Note on Union Government , March 25, ·1933, Tol­
mi e Papers. Thi , of oouree, was not the point . The caucus 
needed to know how union coul d be chi eved politioa~ly . 

29 s . F~ Tolmie t o T. D. Pattullo, Maroh 27, 1933, 
Pattullo Papers. 

JO Appendix I. 

Jl Vancouver Province, April 6, 19JJ. 

J2 E. C. Carson to s . F. Tolmie , April 17, 19JJ , 
Tolmie Papers. Jones al s o began t o draft a statement in­
dicating he woul d not run as an Unionist but it was not 
compl eted or issued, Jones Papers. 

JJ Victoria Colonist, April 2J, 19JJ. Tol mie 
bl amed t his decision on the 1nnuenoe of Bowser but t he 
statement indicates the federal party wa attempting to 
keep the organization intact for the fed eral election . 

34 s . F. Tolmie to each Conaervat ive M. L. A., · 
April 28 , 19JJ, Tolmie Paper. It was not sent to Dick , 
Walkem or Carson. 

35 C. F. Davie to s . F. Tolmie , My 8, 1933, Tol­
mie Papers. Davie ' s r ason was that Tolmi e had asked N. 
Lougheed to resign f rom th cabinet . Either Davie was not 
told Lougheed wa to act ae Unionist party organiz r or he 
wanted an excuse to join the N~n-Partisana . 

J6 H. D. Twigg , l awyer , Victorias M. L.A., Vic­
toria, 1928-JJ; became provincial Conservative organizer 
in 19)11 worked for the Unionist party until the Conser­
vative party executive deoided to sit out the election. 

37 H. D. Twigg to S. F. Tolmie , April 25, 1g33, 
Tolmie Papers. Ral ston did run as an Independent and waa 
d teated . 
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)8 J . o. Dun.ford , l and inv stment dealer, Vancouver; 
began to write to Tolmi e .for the fir st time 1n February , _ 
193) , offering hie services as an organizer in Vancouver; 
suggested Dennie and Savage as poe ible additions to the 
cabinet and hi assessment s of t he political s~ene , t hough 
f requently over-confident ~ were often perc eptive. 

39 J . H. McMillan, Office of the Commiss ioner, 
Provincial Police, to s . F. Tolmie , April 26 , 19JJ. Tolmie 
wanted to know whether the union had been involved with 
c ommuni s t s or unemployment demonstration~ . 

40 s . F. Tolmie tow. M. Dennies , May 11, 1933, , 
Tolmie Papere. Shel ly and 1tland were not informed of 
the offer until .after Dennies had accepted . (S . F. Tolmie 
to w. c. Shelly, May 16, 19JJ, Tolmie Papel'a). 

41 File copy ~f s t atement to the Preee, May 17, 
19JJ; Memorandum on the 19)3 eleot1on, Nov. ? , 1933, Tol­
mie Papers. 

42 Vernon Newe, May 5, 19)3, Tolmie Papers . 

43 H. Pullen t o T. n . Pat~ullo, May 25, 1933, 
Pattullo Papers. 

44 Vancouv r Proyinoe, June 1, 19JJ. Thes e had been 
pl anned in advance and were generally a.nti~ipated . _ 

45 w. A. Mackenzie to s . F. Tolmie, June 1, 19JJ, 
Tolmie Pe.pere . 

46 F. F. Payne to J . w. Jones , June 6, 19JJ , Jone 
Papers. 

47 Victoria Colonist, June 7, l9JJ; Candidate' 
Handbook of the Unionist Party, Jones Papers. _. 

48 David Whiteside, lawyer, New Weet mi ni s t er; ex­
Liberal M. L. A., 1920-24; declined to nter Tolmie'e 
union cabinet but ran a.e an Independent and lost . (S. F. 
Tolmie to D. Whi tesi de , July _l, 19JJ , ~olmie _Papers). 

49 Victoria Cplo:nist, Sept. 15, 19JJ, Vi_otor1 
Times , Sept. 1i, 19JJi William Savage, l awyer , Vancouver; 
leader of Prohibitionists, a nominal Liberal; nister of 
Public Work , 19)). 

SO J . o. Dunford to s . F. Tol mie, March 4, 19JJ, 
Tolmie Paper. 
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51 R. W. Bruhn to S. F . Tol mie, June 29, 1933 , 
Tolmie Papers. 

52 N. 's. Lougheed to S. F. Tolmie , June 29 , 19)), 
Tolmie Papers . According to Lougheed, the union was an 
attempt to replace Bows r with D~n gby or Bruhn and was 
supported by t he Vancouver Province but the plot failed. 
Bowser remained the unotfieial leader and they all ad­
opted his plat form . 

5J Saywell, The Office of t ,he Lieutenant-Governor, 
p . 149. The Lieutenant-~overnor had taken the unuittaI a~ep 
of preparing an ord,er of dieaolution before Tolmie re­
quest ed i t and was prepared ~o f orce Tol mie to issue it. 

54 Victoria Coloni st , Sept. 15, 19,J~ 

55 J . w. J ones to Mayor D. K. Gorden , Nov. 15, 1933, 
Jones Papers. · 

56 Memorandum on the 1933 ·e1eot:i.on, Nov. ?, 1933, 
Tol mie Papers; Vaneouver ;rrovinoe, Sept. 16, ~933. 

57 J. o. n.tnf'ord to s. F. Tolmie, Aug. 11, 1933, 
Tolmie Papers. 

58 s . F. Tolmie to Dr . w. G. mack, Nov. 10, 19)3, 
Tolmie Papers. 

59 c. H. Dickie t o s . F. Tolmie , Sept. 18 19JJ ' . ' Tolmie Papere . 

60 s . F. Tolmie to R. L. Maitland, Nov. 6, 19J3 , 
Tolmie Papers. 

61 s . F. Tolmie t o J . Hinohlifte , Sept . 19, 1933 , 
Tolmie Papers. Dr. Bamford and Matt Ha sen ran in the · 
election but .are incorreetly indent1fied as Non-Partisans. 
(CPG 1934, P• 377). 

62 Memorandum on the 19JJ election, Nov. 7, 1933 , 
Tolmi e Papers. 

6J Scarrow, Canada Votes , p. 224. This total was 
not surpassed until 1952. · 

64 G.G • . McGeer to ·T . D. Pattullo, Aug. 31, 193) , 
Pattullo Papers. 

65 Ormsby , "T . Dufferin Pattullo," p. J4 ff. 
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66 This 1 obviously a summary tre tment of a com­
plex subject. While number of ead mio atudies have -Qeen 
oon ulted, th mot u e.f\tl aooount is D. G. Steeves, The 
Compasaionat Reb 1 (V noouv r: Ev rgr n Pres, 1960J. 

67 J. w. Jones to H. H. Stevens, Nov. 7, 1933, 
Jone Papers. 

68 Campaign Pamphlet o! the United Front (n.p., 
n.d.) PLBC. 

69 Under the p~ovinoial election rule, only can­
didates in Victoria and Vancouver had to speoify their 
political ffiliations. Thu many can~idat were simply 
listed as Independent and it is sometimes difficult to as­
certain who they were independent for. 

70 s. L. Howe and R. L. Maitland did not run. 

71 The Unionist, no. 5, Oct. 20, 19JJ, Tolmie Papers 

72 C mpaign Pamphlet for s. F. Tolmie, •- he of the People," (n.p., n.d.) PLBC. 

7) "The Aims ot th Candidates who represent the 
Non-P rtiaan Group" (n.p., n.d.) PLBO. 

74 !!?!!, P• 2. 

75 Supra, PP• )2-)5. 

76 CPG l9t4, P• )74 ff. Many of t he Non-P rti ane · 
had been Conaerva ive M. L. A.'s such a Bruhn, ckenzie, 
Davie, Carson, Pitzsimmons, Loutet and Walkem. Others h d 
b n candidate before, such as F. Lister, P. G. Sinnott, 
G. A. B. Hall and D. Donaghy. 

7? The Liberal Outlook, campaign issue (n.p., n.d.) 
MoGe r Pap rs. 

78 B. Kergin, Atlins s. 
Bryan, North Vancouver. 

le, Dewdney; J. M. 

79 c. R. North, Victoria, was a perpetual can.dicl­
ate for public office; N yor L. D. Taylor of V noouv r ran 
in Omenioa bee u e of per onal con lict with A. M. n­

on; Dr. c. vies, Victori, ran a a Ohri tian moralist; 
H.G.E. Savage, Cowichan-Newe stle, ran a a supporter ot 
the Oxford ovem nt. 



177 

SO The moat obvious exe.mpl of thi group were H. 
Anecomb, ViotoriaJ J. w. Jones, south Okanagana H. W~ M. 
Rolston, Atl1n1 !. w. falconer, Atlins E. R. Tarling, 
Oomox, R. II. Grauer, Deltas w. w. Poreter, Ialand■ J D. 
Wh1tea1de., New Westminister. 

Sl Jonea, J, w., "Experience, Not Experiment , " 
(Kelowna, Kelowna Preas, 19JJ), PLBO. ' 

82 Victoria Colonist, Aug. 11, 19)). 
; 

.B) OPG 1934, p . 174 tt. lfhere were :tour aeats where 
the Non-P rtiaan candidate ran a close• cond. 

84 Victoria Colonist, NoY. 8, 19J). 

· 8S Scarrow, Oanada Yot;!, p. ~241 OPG 19~4, p. )74~ 
Tolmie was d teated by a tl'6er s R. w. Bruhn an~ c. !'. M. 
Plant were the eleotecl Non-Parti•ane. 

86 lbid. Even it apeoulation ie carried to an ex­
treme and itTa assumed that the various Oonaervat1Tee had 
amalgamat.ed, an impossibility at the time, only two eeate 
could h ve been affected. 

87 Scarrow, Canada V~t••• p. 224. 

8.8 Memorandum -on the 19)3 election, Nov . 7, l9J), 
Tolmie Papers. 

89 s. 1. Tolmie to By Hovard , Nov . lJ, 193), fol­
mie Papere. 

90 $~ F. Tolmie to 'I'. P. Burden, Nov . 2, 19)), 
Tolmie Papers. 

9l s. P. Tolmie to Mias E. Monhan , Aug. 2.S, 19)4, 
Tolmie P pera. 

92 s. P. Tolmie to ·J. P. Worthy, June 27, 19)4, 
Tolmie Papere. At thie time, Tolmie waa facing laweu_tt 
over the payment ot Union party campaign expeneee which 
was finally settled o~t ot court. 

9J J. Loutet to J, w. Jon••• Nov . lJ, 1933, Jone• 
Papers. 

94 s. 1. !olmie to s. Charters , June 9, 19)4, Tol­
mie Papers. 

95 Dr. A. ·1ra-aer to S. P. to1mie , Sept. 25, 1935, 
Tolmie Papera. 
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96 s. 1. Tolmie to 1 s • Dennison, Oct. 25, 1935, 
Tolmie Papers. 

97 Victoria Ooloniet, Jun 9, 19J6. 

98 Scarrow, Oanada Vot , ,. 224. 

99 V1otor1 Times, Aug. 28, 1969. 

100 Ormsby, "A Study of th Okanagan Valley ot 
Br1t1ah Columbia,• and Sloan, "The Crow ne 't p · e During 
the Depree ion," uggeat that, in these two areu, th•r• 
had been economic dtprtUJs1on sine 1916. Certainly, dir.ring 
Oliver"e r gime,th prov~noi l economy had not been unltor­
mly prosperous. To aaeume there we a marked d terioration 
of economic oondi ti one after 1929 all ov r th province 
may w 11 be inaocur t. · 

lOl Roddan, G~d in the Junglel\, frequently notea 
th t there waa little revolutionary fervor among th · un­
employed and that mot ot th peopl ae med to coept the 
Depression of 1929-)1 e just another period ot hard t1mee, 
rather than a s1gn1t1cant change. 

102 Orm by, Britieh Columbia, p. 45). In politioe 
1n British Columbia, it might well be th t the terms "lett" 
am "right" h v little applic tion. 

10) Loui Hartz, The Founding of rw Sooi tiea 
(New Yorks Harcourt, Braoe and World, 1964), pp. j-49 pute 
forth the conoept th st poli tioal tradi t1on . re introduced 
into oolonial soo1et1ee wilh the settlers, rath r than 
evolved anew. With o.on iderabl modification and re tr1c­
t1on, this t .heory may well pply to Briti h Columbi 'e 
poltical traditions and help to expl 1n the rel tive 
trength of Labour-Socialsim in t~e province. 

l04 Scarrow, Canada Votes, p. 224. An xplanation 
of the minority poaition of the Labour-Sooial.i t ay be 
th t suggested ins. M. Lipaet, Politic 1 n · (New Tork~ 
Doubleday, ·1960), p. xxiv. Lipe "t argues that, in fron­
tier areae, workers tend to identity politic lly with the 
ntrepren ur rather than other worker's group. The De ... 

presa1on undoubtedly convinced eome of th bit1oue 
worker that the id al of the equal opportunity of the 
frontier no longer appli d and tne1 wer then prepared to 
accept the implication of olass .. ,ot.ing. Neverthel • · , 
thee voter retained sufficient hope to toroe the o. o. F. 
to bandon gradually most of ita ooialistio programs. 

105 Led rle, "Liberal and Conserv tive P rt1e ," 
p. 198. 
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106 Padoy Sherman, B!)nnett. (Toronto: OJ.elland 
& Stewart , 1966), p . 2). 
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f vourable to Pattullo. 

R. "CG. The Government of Canada. 4th ed. revi ed 
by Norman Ward. Toronto: University of Toronto 
Pree, 196J. 

A tandard refer no text. 
:',, / 

R. tOG, William LYOS . Mackenzie King. 
London: Metheun I co., 1958. 

Some background on the etat 
politics when Tolmie wain Ottawa. 

1874-1923. 

of fed ·ra1 

Jam•• In Defense of Canada. 2 voi•. Toronto: Uni­
verity o? Tqronto Pree t 1964, 1965. 

Volume two bas some diaouaeion of the 
relief oamps. 

Englemann, F. G. nd Sohwart , • A. Politic 1 Parties 
and the Canadian Social Stnicture. Soarborough, 
Ont.a Prentice-Hall, 1967. 

Contains a number of interesting ides 1n 
the ti ld of politioal aci nee. · 

Ford, A. R. Aa the World Wags On. Toronto: Rye~eon, 1950. 
the reminiaoences of a 3·ournalist with 

several comments on A.D. MeRae and R.B. Bennett. 

Galbraith, J. K. The Great Oraeh. Boston: Houghton itfiin, 
1961. 

This ooount of the atook mark t crash of 
1929 in the Unit d States haa a limited v lue. Any 
comparisons between the Oanadian and lmerioan 

Graham, 

aitu tion must remain tentative. 

Roger. Anhur e1gh n. J vols. Toran.toe Clarke 
Irwin, l j. 

Virtually no mention ot folmie but doea 
give cle r picture ot the stat of the Coneerva­
tive p rty at the federal level. 

Granatetein, J. L. The Politics of Sunival. Toronto: 
University or foronto Preas, 1967. 

Hartz, 

Primarily concerned with the federal Oon­
servative p rty after 19J9 with a very brief dis­
cu sion of thee rly 19J0'a. 

Louie. The !Pounding of ew ·sooietiee. New Yorke 
Harcourt, Bfaoe and World , f964. 

Harts' "fragmentation• theoey_ seems t9 be 
relevant to the British Columbia political tradi­
tion, particularly in relation to socialism. 



Hogan , George . The Conservative i n Oanada . Tor onto: McClel­
l and & Stewart, l96J . 

A simpli s t i c s t at ement of Conservative 
bi s t o~ nd i deal. 

Horowitz , Gad . Canadi an Labour i n Politics . Tor onto: Uni­
ver sity of Toronto Press , 1968. 

The fi rst part of ~he book cont ains a mod­
ifi cation of Louis Hartz ' t h ory in terms of Can­
adi~n polit ical t rad itions . 

Irving , J . A. The Social Credit Movement in Alberta . Tor­
ont o: Univer sity of f oronto Press , 1959. 

Useful tor comp r ati ve purposes . 

Ken-, J . B. British 

Li pset, 

Co anoouver: 
t o t race Tol mie ' 

s . M. ~ r arian Social i sm. rev. ed . G rden City , New 
York s ~ ub!eday , 1965. 

Cont ains a number of i nt eresting comment s 
en political behaviour t t he ame t ime i n Sask­
atchewan . 

Lipset, s. M. Political J.fan . New York ; Doubleday , 1960. 
i.Srovide · Bome t heoretical backgr ound to 

expl a i n electoral behaviour. 

MoGeer, G. G. The Co~gueat of Povertz. Gardinville , Que.: 
Garden Ci ty Press , l9JS. 

A faec ir..at ing and confus i ng argum nt t o~ 
monetary r eform by a British Columbi a Liberal who 
helped to draw up t he "Work and W gee" pl at f orm. 

oGill, E. G. MY Mother t he Judge. Toront o: Ryer on , 
1955. 

A daughter •e _prai s e of her mother. 

cLean, A. D. R. B. Bennett. Tor ont o : Excelsior Pub­
lishi ng , 1935. 

A campai gn bi ogr aphy wri t ten by 'hi a per ­
e_onal secretary . Cont ains litt le of v lue • 

.McPherson , c. G. Democra,ey in Alberta . Toronto& University 
of Toronto Pr ss , 195j. - · 

Usetul f or compar at ive purposes. 

MacQuarrie, Heath. The Cons n ative Part y . Toronto: Mc 
Clelland & stew H, _1962 . 

A part1$an but competent hi t ory of t he 
party and it · i des. 
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Mlmion , R. J . Life i s an Adventure . Toronto: RyersQn , 
19:,6. -

An aut obiograihy of a fed eral cabinet col­
l eague of Tolmie but does not mention him. 

~1tchell, Joan , ed . Journ~s of Wil liam Fraser Tolmie . V~n­
oouver : Mi t chell Press , 196~, 

Atnong t he appendices i a an account of w. '-• 
Tolmi o'e background and a speech delivered by 
s. F. Tolmie about h i s father . 

Mor l ey , Alan . Vancouver . Vancouver s Mitchell Press , 1961 . · 
Li. a'!i t oo el en-de~ study of a large topic. 

Mor ton , 

Mar ton , 

James . Honest John Oliver ~ London : Dent, 19J5. 
Written by his secretary , the boak is di s ­

organiEed and full of irrdevance. The only one on 
t he topic. 

w. L. ~he Progressi ve Party in Canada . Tor onto : 
Uni ver sit y ono~onto Press , 1950. 

Us ful to compar e wit h the hist ory of t he 
Provincial Part y . 

~owat, O. H., Britai n Bet ween t he War s . London : Metheun , 

Neleon , 

Neatby , 

Ormsby , 

1955. 
For informati on ·on the May Commi e i on and 

t ,he Nat ional Govern.men.t. 

John . Oan da and 
Books , 1924. 

Nelson ' a 
curately refieot 

H. B. -
Lenel t 
Press , -• 

Contai ns 
011 ver , 1-faoLean , 

I ts Provinces . Toronto1 Musson 

c omment s on Brit i h Columbi a ac­
t he ideas of the Provinaia1 Part y . 

on Mackenzie Kin 2 1 The 
oronto: niversi on~ 
informati on on King ' s t titude to 
Tolmi e and t he Depression . 

M. ·A. British Col umbi a : A Histoq . Toron t o: Mac-
millan , 1958. _ 

An inval uabl e source f or any student of 
Br i tish Columbi. 

Phi lli ps , Paul. No Power Greater . V neouver : B. C. Fed rat i on 
of Labour , 1967. 

Useful tor inform tion on l abou~ l e ders 
and political acti on though generall y euperfieial. 
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R'\msey , Bruce . The NE. Vancouver: ti tohel l Pr es , 196? . 
A popular account wi t h a good section on 

t he Proyincial Party ' s agit~tion . 

Robert s , Leslie . The e Be Your Gods . Toront o: Mus on Books , 
1929. 

Roddan , 

A very l audi tory olvipt er on Tolmie . 

Rev . Andrew. God in theJun,s!e . VanoouYer: n . p., 
19Jl. * 

An excel lent contemporary account of t he 
Vancouver unempl oyment sit uation and t he lives 
and attitudes of the men involved . 

Saywell , J . !r .• The Offi ce of t e Li eutenant-Governor . _ Tor ­
ont o: Univers ty o oronto Pree , 19 7. 

Contain.$ several references to Bri t i h Col­
umbi a politics . 

Soarrow, H. A. Qanaga VQctes . New Orl -,ans: Hau er Pres a·., 
196.! . 

An ext remely useful oo pil a tion of el ec­
t ion dat a . 

Sherman. , Paddy . Bennett. Toronto: McOLelland & Stewart, 
1966. 

Contains ome informat ion on the state of 
provincial politics in t he 1930 ' s . 

Steeves , Dorothy . The Co,assionate Rebel. VanoouYer : 
Evergreen !Tess , J6d . 

An us\lful account of the formation ot t he 
O.C. F. 1n Brit ish Columbia based , in part , on per­
sonal knowl edge. 

Thorburn , H. G. ed . ~a.r11aiPol1tio in Canada . 2nd ea . Tor ­
ont o: Prentice-H 1 , 196?. 

Ward, 

Av luable col lect ion of specialized arti-
ol es . 

Norman and Spafford , Duff. Politics in Sask tQhew u . 
Don Mills : Longmans Canada ttd ., 1968. -

Contains one of t he few articles on tbe 
Andcrso~ government an4 u ef'ul for compari son. 

Watkins , Edward . R. B. ~nnett . Lon.don : s cker & Warburg, 
196) . 

One of .the few books on .t he subject but 
nei th r exhaustfve or revealing. 
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Wilbur, J. R. H. The Bennett New Deal: Fraud or Portent? 
Toronto : Copp Cla r k , 19~8 . 

A source book which is primarily oon..c erned 
with a l ater period and federal politics but does 
show some light on t he character of Bennett. 

III. ARTICLES 

Angus, R. F. "The Kidd Report in British Columbi a ," 2!!!!.­
di an Porum XI (Nov. , 19)2) . 

ill art.iolee in contemporary magazi nes are 
simil ar in val ue . They are someti mes insightful but 
burdened with irrelevancies. They are not commented 
upon separatel y . 

Canadi an Forum III_ (July , August , 192J). 

"Canon in Politics ," Maolean ' s gazine XLIV (Mar ch 1, 19)1) 

Dobie, Edith. "Party History of British Columb1a ·190)-Jj" 
Pacific Northwest Quarterly XXVII (April, 19)6}. 

A more acad m!o approach with consider­
able value. 

"General McRae: He Upset B.C. ' s Poli tioal Applecart," 
Maclean ' s Magazine XXXVII (Oct. 15, ~924). 

Hutchison, Bruce. "Revolt Beyond the Rookies," Maolean's 
~gazine XLVII (July 15, 1934). _ 

MoKelvie, B. A. "British Columbi •s ·New Premier , " Maelean's 
gazille XLI (Oct. 1, 1928). . 

"The Morning Af ter in B.C., " Qlean ' s Magazine XLV (Sept . 
_ 15, 1932). 

Morton , James. "Cel ebrities I Have Met," Victori a CQlQniet 
Islander (July 13, 195~). 

Nelson , John . "The Third Party," Maclean ' s gazine XXXVI 
( ::, 4, 1923). . 

Ormaby , M. A. "The United Farmers of Briti h Columbia , " 
British Columbi a Historical Qµ rterly XYil (1952). 

An 1nvalu ble aouroe on the origins of 
the Provincial P rty. 
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"The Rival Chiefs of Staff , " Maolean's lfagasine XLIII 
(Jul y 1, l9JO) . 

Soward , P. H. "British Col umbi a .Gos Liberal, " Canadian 
Forum XIII (D~o., l9JJ) . 

"T aohers in Politic s , " 
19JJ) . 

IV . PERU>DIOALS 

Chambers , E. J . Canadian Parliamentary Guide. Ott awa : 
Mor t imer Co . Lt d., 1918-34. 

Useful for some types of biographical in­
formation and for el ection resul ts by riding. 

Hopkins , J . c. Canadian Annual Review of Publ i c Affai rs . 
!roronto: Annual Review Publ ishing do., 1916- )4. 

An extremely valuabl general source f or 
th entire period for provincial , federal and bus­
iness affairs . 

The Searchli ght , no. l - 9. 
The essential source in which to find the 

viewa of the Pr ovincial Party . 

Vancouver Province , 1922- JJ . 
!ndependent Conservat i ve . At th time , i t 

had the l argest circul at ion in t he province . Pr­
t ioul arl y useful aa a reflect i on of Vancouver 
Conservat ive opinion . 

Vancouver St ar, 

because 
and its 

1922- )2 . 
Independent Liberal . A very ueetul ource 
of the political act1.v1t y of i t publ isher 
ext ensive comment on provinoial politics . 

Vancouver Sun, 1922- )) 
Li b ral .• U ed sel ect iv ly to compare wit h 

reports in Coneerv tive papers . 

Victoria Coloni st , 1916- )6 . 
onservat i ve . Very cl osely exami ned be­

cause of it geographical location at the capital 
and clo e ties with th Tol mie administration. 

Viot or1a Times , 1916- 34~ 
Li beral . Used s lectively to compare wit h 

reports in Conaervativ papers . 
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Wrigley's British Columbia Direotorz. V ncouver: Sun 
Directories Ltd. 1924-JJ. 

U ed ohiefiy to find information on ob­
ecure party workers. 

V. UNPUBLISHED MATERIALS 

Bell, R. M. "Conservative Party National Conventions, 
1927-56." Unpublished Master's thesis, Carleton 
University, 1965. 

No comment on Tolmie but muoh on McRae. 

Blaok, E. R. "The Progres~ive Conservative Party in Brit­
ish Columbia." Unpublished Mast r' · thesis, Uni­
versity of British Columbia, 1960. 

Chiefiy concerned with the later years of 
the party and deal only in a very summary taebion 
w1 th th.e period to 19JJ. 

Hepner, E. "T·he Bri tiah Columbia Liberal Party." Graduating 
es ay, Univereity .of British Columbi a , 1962. 

Largely a re-hash of Sutherland's thesis 
carried past 1941. 

Gallacher, D. T. "0ity in D preeaion: Victoria from 1929-
)9." Unpublished Master's thesis, University of 
Victoria, 1969. 

Concentrates on municipal affairs and the 
view of provincial politics 1 · thus limited. 

Lederle, J. w. "The National Organization of the Liberal 
and Conserva t ive Partiee in C -nada." Unpublished 
Ph.D. dissertation, University of oh1gan , 1942. 

As the title states, it oonoentrates on 
federal organizational activities and contains 
little direct reference to Tolmie. Does provide 
valu ble background. 

Ormsby, M. A. "A Study uf t he Okanagan Valley of Bri tisb 
Columbia." Unpublished ater's thesis, Univer­
sity of British Columbia, 1931. 

Primarily &.n economic study. Does indic­
ate that economic 0011di ti one prior to 19)0 were 
not uniformily prosperous in the province and this 
area was particularly debt-ridden. 

Sloan, w. A. "The Crowenest Pass During the Depression 
1918-)9.'' Unpubli .hed ster's theei , University 
of Victoria, 1968. 

Another regional economic study indicating 
a imilar situ tion to the Okanagan. 
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Smith, B. R. D. "Sir Riobard McBride." Unpubli hed Mast r' 
the 1a, Que n's University, 1959. 

Aa complete an account a exists of the 
origins and early ye rs of the provincial Conserva­
tive party. ln th bsenee of the Bowser papers, 
it mu t be accepted aa an authority. 

Sutherland, J. N. "T. D. Pattullo as a Party Lead r." 
Unpublished M ster•e thesis, University of Brit­
ish Columbi, 1960. 

A very ueeful account of the aucceaetul 
rebuilding efforts or Pattullo and the Liberal 
opposition. 

VI. OTHER SOURCES 

A. Party Publication• 

All of the following m terial ia to be 
tound in the Provinoial Library of British Colum­
bia, Victoria. These, for the most part, conaiet 
of el ction m terial relating to various indivi­
duals and groups during the period cov red by this 
theeis. Only the moat important have been oomment d 
upon. 

"The aims of the candidates who represent th Non-P rtiaan 
group who are offering theaelves tor election to 
the Provino 1 l Legislature on thursday, Nov. 2, 
19J)." n,p., 19JJ. 

Bow er, w. J. "An Address to the electors of British Ool­
umbia." n.p., Dec. 18, 1915. 

British Columbia Conservative Party. "B. o.• Next Premier, 
th Hon. S. F. Tolmie." n.p., 1928. 

British Columbia Coneervative Party. Reporta of the Oonaer­
v tive Aaaooiation Annual Conv,ntion. n.p., 1926, 
1929, 19jo, 1931~ 

The moat useful and complet of these is 
the r port of the 1926 convention when Tolmi we 
chosen leader. 

British Oolumbi Lib ral Aeeooiation. "How they Voted, 1929 
Session." n.p., 1929. 

British Columbia Liberal P rty. "R solutions- Paea d by .the 
Oonv ntion h.eld in Vancouver, Oct. J & 4, 19J2." 
n.p., 1932. 
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"How Bri t1ah Columbia baa been misgoverned by the 01.1ver 
Adminiatration from 1916 to 1921~" n.p., n~d• 

Jones, J. w. "Experience, not Experiment." Kelowna, iel­
owna Pree, 193J. 

Ladner, L. J. 11The Progreae1ve Conservative Party." n.p., 
n.d. 

McGeer, G. a. "The Conquest of Pov rty." Vancouver: B.c. 
Federation of Labour, 19)). 

The Ministerial Union o! the Lower inland of l3.o. "The 
Orieia in Bri tieh Oolumbia." Vancouvers S turday 
Sunset Press, 1915, 

Winch , H. E. "The Politics of a Derelict." Vanoouvera 
Clarion, n.d. 

B. Manu•oript Souroee 

British Oolumbi Eleotrio Railway- Papera, Box 65. Spectal 
Oolleotiona , Univeraity of British Oolumbia Lib­
rary. 

A apeo1fio aseeesmen.t of the Provincial 
Party from a non-poli~ical contemporary aouroe. 

R. B. Bennett Pap re, vol. )7. Public Arohi-ves o~ Oana<Ja, 
Ottawa. 

A copy of a single letter obtained by 
writing the PAO. 

J. w. Jo:nee F-apers, Public Archives .of British Oolumbia, 
Victoria. 

An unolaes.tfied collection mostly con­
cerning Jonea' activ1t1ee •~ Pinance Minieter. 
Taken in conj~notion ¥1th other papers, it pro­
vid•a much information on financial problem• and 
eeme politi~el comment. 

G. G. MQleer P..apers, Public Archives of Briti Columbia, 
Viot<>ria. 

An ill-assorted oollection o! clipping• 
and letters oo-vering various periods of MoGeer'a 
career. Moat of it was of little value except tor 
files of l ttera to W. L. M. King and T. D. Pat-
tullo. . 
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J. D. oLean P pen, Public .Aroh1vee of Br1t1ah Oolumbi, 
Viotori • 

A eingl _ looeeleat folder or no lue. 

A. R. , eighen P p•ra , vol. l)S, Public Al"obiv•• ot Cana4a , 
Ottawa. 

0op1ea ot two lettere oonoeming Tolat• aa 
Do inion or anizer, obtained by writing the 'AO . 

T. D. P ttullo Papere, Public Arohivea ot »ritiab Columbia, 
V1ctori • . 

Papera uaed were t ho•• prior to 19JJ . ~he 
bulk of the oolleotion vaa saw nrveyed but not 
u•ed . 

o. F. M. Pl ta Papera , in hie personal po•••• ion, Vtct,ori. 
!he•• oonatat lar ely of olippinp deal­

in wtth the period after 19):J or th - election of 
19)). SeYeral folder• of lettera deal with inter­
nal Oon1ervative oonflicte trom 1929. 

s •• fol 1• Papen, peoial Oolleot1ons, Un1..-ere1ty ot 
Br1tiab Oolu bia Library. 

fbe moet ttandamental eouroe tor thi theeia. 
0 retull:y organ1ae4 and indexed, largely d•al1rig 
with the p riod of 1928-)l . 

Sir o. u. !upper Papera , peolal Oolltotione, Univerait, 
ot British Oolumbia Library. 

A eoattend oolleot1on alread1 v•ll ooY­
er•d in oth r eouroe• . 

o. Intervtewa 

L on J . Ladner, interview., April 15, 19,9. 
An important aouroe ot peraon l nm1n1•­

oenoea on the 1926 oonTBtion nd the !obaie adm.1n-
1at tion ae well • non.al 1mpreaa1ona ot the 
Y rtoua individuala . 

o. • • Planta, interview, Sept . 14, 1969. 
r . Planta wu joumaltet with the IB­

couv r Provino• and an active Ooneel"f' tiTe worker 
fro i9aa. 'Ay 19)1, he • die1llua1oned wi-t;h the 
Tolm1 government . In 19)), he ran nd won • a 
on-Partiaan ln Peao• 1..-er. Aa an opponent or 

Tolmie and eupport · r ot Bowaer, hi view prOT14e 
in-t•r•eting oontrut• to ao tot the oth r eouro•• • 



APPENDIX A 

YEAR AGRJ;OU!!TURE JlSHE.RIES J.PORESTRY MINING 
Value ot Value of Value of 
Product Oommeroial Mineral 
to the Pieh Produota· 
Jamer Qau ht 

·gurea ' 
, 

' ' 
, , 

1916 not 14,6J7,:346 J),878,OOO 39,969,962 
1917 Oo ar ble 21,518·,§95 45,884~S89 ,6,141,926 
1918 with 27,282,22) .52~472,11, 2,935,,)) 
1919 later 25,)01;607 ?8;565;09 J4,865; 27 
1920 1•are 22,)29,161 90;048;80? )9;411;728 
1921 4),527,.586 1),95);670 62,936,000 J);2JO,460 
1922 41,4O8,S66 18,849,658 S?,471;OOO )9,42),962 
192) 44,496,600 20,795,914 84,674,000 4),757,)88 
1924 4.5,066,788 21;2s1;s61 78;602;000 s2;29a;sJJ 
192.5 48,951;514 22,414,618 79,841,000 64,485,242 
1926 52,88);770 2?,)67,109 82;702;000 65,622,976 
1927 SJ,26,,91.5 22,890,913 so;9a1;OOO 60;801;170 
1928 SS,64 ,24J 26,562,727 91;ss1;OOO 64,496,J.51 
1929 62,632,890 23,930,692 91;201;000 68,162,878 
19)0 5S,957,7J4 2:,;103;:,02 6?;)50;000 54,9.53,)20 
19)1 40,107,6)5 11,108,872 43,097~000 )S,Jl7,7S6 
1932 :,4,J?),926 9;909;116 34,14),000 26;767;522 
19JJ )6,647,007 12;001;471 37,95;;000 )0,794,504 
19)4 39,826,141 15,)34,JJS 44,141,000 42,226,962 
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YEAR • G ~I ! D f l TED 
ue o GROSS GROSS 

Production PRl TOTAL 
(Coat ot PROI>tnnIO PRODtTO IO 

• 
1916 
1917 74 , 978 ,~ 
1918 102 ,0:,s, ,34 
1919 

111, 692 ,821 1920 
1921 l.S~,647, 716 

228 ,47),066 1922 11 .. ,1,, 80 l.S ,1S9, l86 
192) 173,723,902 
1924 197,224,888 
1925 21,, 692 , )74 
1926 lll,?7).090 2i8,S75, 8SS )40 , )48 ,945 
1927 120,616,21s ·217,944,998 ))8, 621,21) 
1928 13),66J, .S? 241. 290, :,21 )74, 956,178 
1929 1)2 ,28 ,208 24, ,927,460 )?8 ,21) ,668 
1930 111, ,,0,66) 201, )64 , )56 Jl9,)SS,Ol9 
19)1 9z,aoo,m 129,6Sl,264 22) , 452, 186 
19)2 ? ,s11. · lOS,19) , 564 1?9, 7?1;012 
19)) 1,,1,,,2,1 117,)97,982 192 , S9l , 2)9 
19)4 141, SlS,4)8 

l Brltiah Ool bia, p1if,!t1oe of Induatr, in et-
ifb . 0olumb1a l~Oi4 (Viotorl I ono lo douttoii ol 11rl~ 
1eh Colu_ b1a, -9)7 



RELl P BXPFJIDITURES AND n1.111w.,.uBS ASSISTED 

Yean 19)0-19))1 

TOfJ.L NUMBERS ASSISTED 
PERIOD IXPENDIURES1-::r-~.-~~ .... ..,......-~~ 

1930 Act 
Num~ere reoe1v1ng 
aeaietanoe ( on a 
OUJmllatiYe buie) 
and coeta u tram 
Oot._ 1/30 'UO Aug. 
)l/)l (each tam1J.1 
an4 eaoh 1n41vidu 
'being o,ounted one• 
onl~ tor this per-
104 a 

Direct Rtlief ••• -- --Works Jro 1'8JI ••• -- --
GRAND tOTAL 4 222 244 

l2ll Act 
bera :reo•1v1ng 

se·iatance ( on a 
monthly avenge) 
and ooate ae fro 
Sept. 1/)l to 
April J07J21 

·11,86? ,626 17,638 Dlreot Relief ••• - --
Campa ••• , •••••••• Slt8,492 - -- 4,,882 
Worn Pro ram ••• 5,999,971 -- - 8,860 
Heal th •••• 11 • .' •• 4 . 04 --- - -
GRAND TOTAL 8,761,99) - --
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1932 Act 
Numbers reoe1v1ng 
aaaitanee (on a 
monthly average) 
and coats as from 
May l/:)2 to March 
)1/)J: 

Direct Rel1et ••• 
Hoatele ••••••••• 
Urban Oentr••••• 
1 -rnte •••••• ~ •• , •• 
Camp■.~••••••••• 
Heal th. • • • • • • • 

GRAND TOTAL 

,J:933 Act 
Number reoelving 
aasiatanoe (o~. a 
monthly average) 
and ooata u from 
April 1/lJ to 
March 31/ll t 

Direct Keli•f ••• 
Worke Program ••• 
Hostels ••••••••• 
hrma ••••••••••• 
Provincial Campa 
National O•mp •• 
Health .......... ~ 

() ABD TOT 

19.S 

-~.!)4,.146 
,c· 92;225 

47J;869 
J,,6:,5 

1,068~6?9 
8· 4 2 

16 6 .046 

t6,904,080 
4,812 

147,146 
125 

)62,447 - 2 

• 

lfont 

18,)27 10,825 29,152 - 1;298 1;298 - 4,540 4,540 -- 10 10 -- 6,131 6,,1)1 - - -
18 22 804 41 l 1 

21, 06) 15,.564 )6,627 
29 - 29 - 2,125 2,125 - 2 2 - 1,964 1;964 - 4,783 4,?83 - - -

21 0 2 0 

NO!rE: - Numbers ahow grand total for 19:,0 Act (no 
tigurea availabl · on monthly basis tor 19)0); 
tor balance numbers are shown on monthly 
average. No ooeta included tor t1onal Oampe. 
No admin1etrat1on coete included (except 
Heal th co•te). 

l !rl t1ah Columbia, A. Narrati.ve Hi■toa ot Uttemploz­
ment Relier 1931-37 (Victoria, Department o? ~bour, mimeo, 
19J7) , prJm • -



00 f RIBUTIO 

Teare 1930-19)31 

PERIOD JIUBIO- PROVI - JiED BAL 

1930 Aot (to Seet, ]O/Jl) 
WNIOIP.ALa 

Direct Rtliet 
Work• (Labwr onl1) 

WO - I 

- liet 
Wox-t• (Labour only) 

Provincial Work• 
Claeaifte4 h1ghWIQ'8 

19)1 Act (to Apr. )0/)2) 

W ICIPA!£1 
llfeotll911•t- Pam111•• 

raneient• and Single en 
(trom June 19/31) 

Work1-Labour 
llat•ri.al. 

U O!G IZ l>1 
I Mnot Relief 

Wo.rke (Laboqr and _ ten.ala 
Camp• (Work-teet tro hb./)2 

ot 7 • .50 cub allowance 
per month plue board up to 

z·pJL OIAL 

lJ-1/l 3)-1/) 
so 25 

-- so 
------ 50 -- 60 

·J)-1/J ))-1/) 

- so 
2S 2S so -
- so - so 

40j per lilall »•r day- - so 

196 

))-1/) 
25 

jO 

,o 
40 

))-1/) 

so 
so so 

50 
50 

so 
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1232 Act (to March )l./j3) 

MUNIOIPALs 
D1reo-t Relie.t 

n1oipal tam111•• 
!ranatant taailiea 
Single ~uioipel (apecial 

contribution to Vancou­
ver) 

up to Jan./)) 
tr Jan./)) 

Single Homel••• (to Nov./)2 

))-l/3 3)-1/) ))- 1/) 
- so ,o 

- - 50 so 
))-1/) J)-1/) )3-1/J 
- so so 

UllORGANIZED1 
fllreci ltl1e:t - - 50 50 
Cupe (Work-teat up to ov. /)2 

ot 87. 50 caah allowano• p•:r 
month and t 10. oo tor toreat-
tire work plua board up to 
40¢ p•~ un p•r da,J apeoial 
allowanoe tor toromen, eto . 

co ss~o (up to 40td per cue 
per «ay) 

Single Rolllel••• en (trom !lov. 
19)2) 
Hoetel• 
Urban O ntre• 
Oampe 

rm Pl o ent• 
Single Bomeleaa Women 

( ov. a :Deo . /32 

19JJ Ao1 (ul? to Jfal'Ch 31/J4) 
ICIP~s 

DireotReliet 
n1o.1pal Reaidente 

peoial Contributions tors 
Bumaby-trom Aug./)J 
Fernle-trom June/)) 
el!Titt-tl"O . June/ll 
• Vanoouver-tro Aug. /)J 

P. Rupert-.trom Oet ./)J 
En4erb1-tro A.pril/).2 
Ladyamith-tro Apr. /)2 
Vanoouv r-~rom Apr./)) 

---

--------
-

J)-1/) 

.. ---10 -------16-2/J 

50 so 

- 100 - 100 - 100 ....... 100 

- 100 

J)-1/) ))-1/) 

so so so 50 
4S 4S 
so $0 
so 50 so so 
so so 
50 3)-1/) 
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Transient Families 
Single Homeleea Women (up to 

40¢ per o-a p :r day) 
up to Aug ~/J3 
tro Aug./JJ 

Single Ho lea• ?i en (up to 
40; pr man per day) 

Untit-u&> to Aug.1'.)J 
Ji~ & Unt1t-trom Aug./JJ 

Works (Labour only)-trom 
Aug./JJ 

oowgssIONa(up to 40- per 
man :per .day) 

Single Homele e Men 
Hoat le 
Urban O ntree 
Campa 
Parm Placement• 

UNORGANIZED1 
Mreot Rel1•t 
Homeeteadere (up to 40¢ 

per man per ·d y-) 
Aug. & Sept./JJ only 

Provincial Campa (upto 40¢ 
per man per day) 
from Aug./JJ 

5 tional Detenae Campa 
(board and olothi:ng an.d 
o ah allowano 20- per 

--- so so 

JJ-1/) J)-1/J JJ-1/J 
-- 50 50 

JJ-1/J JJ-1/J J)-1/J 
50 50 

JJ-1/J )3-1/) J)-1/J 

- ----- ---- -
- 50 

- jO 

100 
100 
100 
100 

so 

100 

50 

man per day) 
Progr asively tr0111 June 1/JJ -- - 100 



APPENDIX D 

VANOOUY~ MEMBERS' DISSENSION1 

Subsequent to numerou co plaint• r c iTed f rom 
r• identa of Vancouver, who contribute heavily through 
taxation to the provin~ial exohequ,r, that th tremendoua 
expenditures which are be1ng made by the government ar 
unneoes&i-Uy jeopardizing the credit or tbe · Provinoe and 
aleo running up the taxation to the pQint that buein •• 
will be ao heavily eaddled with taxation that it will be 
impoa.aible to oompete with Canadian nd foreign mar~.-, 
and that the oity- ot Vanoouver, represent d by the~ 
members en bloo, is vi1hout repreaentatio~ 1n the Cabinet 
in the ahape or porttol1oa, the a1x m•mb r t y aterda, 
to give the whole aituat1on oona1d ration. 

We reviewed carefully the whole program, platform 
and promises ot th party aince 7ou were called to the 
leadership and ubaequ ntly to the Pr mierebip, but more 
p rttoularly ae affecting the city which we represent. 

'.Pi.rat, let ue tate that from the time or the Iam­
loope convention up to the time of the election 1n July, 
1928, strong condemnation was .made by the leader• of the 
Conservative party in thia province of th• late Liberal 
regi~e for carrying on a goTemm n~ in the pr ~ 
British Oolumbia in which Vancouver wa not represented 
and consequently bad no eay 1n the government pol107 and 
administration and thia o•paign, ae you are well aware, 
reaulted in the election of a •olid block of Cone rvativee 
from the city ot Vancouver by eubetantial major1t1••• You 
then formed your oabinet and had Vanoouv r r presented 
therein by appointing one ot the aix members aa Minieter 
ot Finance and another ot the members u Mlniater without // 
Portfolio. There w • some criticism at that time that pro­
mises that had been made frequently in the 0it7 that there 
were to be two memb ra ot th government from the oi t7 of 
Vancouver w re hardly lived up to, meaning by theee oriti­
oiams that a man appointed • niater without Portfolio 
did not reall1 assume any responsibilities and could not 
be held responsible tor the aot ot th administration, 
which we feel were in the main justified. 

Sino that time you carried out a r organiz tion 
of your cabinet. The memb r from Vanoouv r representing 
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the portfolio of Pinance wa relieved of hi position. and 
appointed a minister of the cabinet without portfolio. Thia 
le vea Vancouver wJ.:th9-Ut repre en.:t ti,Oll_ in · !he cabinet in 
as muoh as there s no p1'fl:f'olio llotted, a a ooneequenoe 
1 t ie quite 1mpoesible-fortne -two mini,rt'"'ers that . re in 
the cabinet without portfolio to ke p 1n touch an.d have any 
say in the :t.f'airs of th administration. 

T king into consideration the commercial iml)ortance 
o:t this city in th affairs or the Province, we t el it 1e 
not in the beet intereeta of th Province or of the govern­
ment that a city of the magnitude and importance of Vancou­
ver, which is levied upon and through which halt of the . 
finano • to c rry out the tunctione of government in this 
pr8v1noe is collected, should have no voioe or ay in the 
government of the provino. We feel thie is wrong, th t no 
Premier can justify himself to the people of thie city and 
Province by allowing this condition to exist. 

We would therefore resp ot.tully draw th18 matter 
to your attention and aek you to correct thia condition ae 
quickly a, pos ible. We are particularly oonoerned now with 
the tremendous program of expenditure which ia being en­
tered upon by your government, consequent to unemployment. 
Aooord1ng to the etatietica, about · ,50~ of the unemployed 
have congregated in the oity. Thie, coupled with the tot 
that the tremen.doue expenditur which ie entail d by the 
program laid down recently by the committ4'• :trom the cab­
inet, set apart to handl unemployment, wbiob expenditure 
runs into millions of dollars, leavee Vancouver with no eiq 
in the matter al though ~al! o! the me.n reQYiri,ng"~ - lll,!Ull-­
oongregated here and hal the coats nvolved must be col­
lected through the aity of Vancouver. I think it ie not 
putting it too strongly to aay that there hae been no par­
allel to this state ot ff 1ra, outaide of British Columbia, 
in the Brit1eh Empire in the· l •t century. We claim no gov­
enunent can exist whioh allows euoh an injuetioe to be 
placed on the ohief business center or t e province. 

We r not 1naist1ng that any wo embere of the 
six be selected by you to administer p ·. olioa in your 
government. What we do contend ia that wo embers from Van­
couver should be given porttolioa 1n your gov rnment. It, 
in your judgement, no two members or those now holding aeate 
are satisfactory to you a cabinet representatives, we might 
state that during the course of our meeting yesterday it 
wa stated by one member that he wae quite ready and willing 
to resign his seat ao ·aa to make way tor someone trom the 
city of Vancouver who, in your opinion, oould at1afaotoril1 
handle th o binet position. Anoth r member at the aam• time 
expressed the same sentiments. 

faking into consideration the present heavy expen­
ditures and h avy taxation involved which ie ao import nt 
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to the 11:fe of this oi ty an , 'th fact tb t h-____,,,'=--1,:::.:;;::..:~.-
• th• province are oongregat a h n, the ai 
er concur e opinion th t 1n juatioe to all , ort-

folioa should b granted to the o1ty •a repre entativea 
without delay . Thia d.oie1on waa arrived at after looking 

t the tter t'ro ev r:, ngl and at the eam ti • ~~ th 
only feelings er kindneaa and aympa1tb7 toward you and your 
adm1nietrat1on dur1n thle very he vy and nene-vraok1n 
tuk now devolving upon yeu . 

1 • pe oer1 W. Dick, G. Walk•m and w. Kirk to 
s . 1. Tolmie, N;tr• l~ , 19Jl, fol ~• Pa era . 



APPBlmII 

V . OOUV R CABIRn BEPRF.SEN A!IO l 

fhe Vancouver memb•n ha4 •••ting w1 'th · • Shelly 
and lltY'••lt on !bu day lut and ••veral utten wer• c11•­
ouaee: . fh• ma~or cliaouaaton, however, ••• the que~t1on ot 
cabinet npr••entat:1on tor the ct ty ot Vancouver. I ueed 
bardl 7 aa, 'tibia wa• aomswaat abanaeing to both xr. Shelly 
and myaelt •• we did not feel that we , being•• b•~• of 
th• o bin•t , ooulcJ ve7q well addreae a lelt r to you u 
head ot the govemae11t to wb1oh we belong, allking tor a 
change in tbte re•peot . 

We 414 , however, agree to eOlllll\lnioate to y-ou per-
• onall.y , and I mat aay quite bank17 I qui ie tis. ape•• 
ment w1 th the rauonablen••• and faim••• of the requeat 

de by the VaaoouYer meaben . Looking back wer the 
epeeobea ot r . Pooley , the then leader of th• Oppoa1t1on , 
the e41torial• • the •tatement• made by younelt, the car­
toon• u1ed by our party in the c_,.1,n, all point , at 
l• at , to• prom1•• on the pan of th• Oonaen-ative party 
th t , it they were •leoted , to de fairly 4 boneetlJ 
wi ih the oi ty ot Vancouver u tar a• o binet repr•••ntation 
vaa conoeme4 . '?ht only- tu••tioa wh1oh aro•• in m, mind 
when the matter wu d1eouea,ed wa• not whether 'the ueetion 
of V couv r repreaenution vae fair or not , it waa a qu••­
tion ot what repreaent tion ebould be made to you d bow 
11. ••bould be de at thi• tryiq momen't . 

Beoauee ot tbeae oond1t1one , I oould net agree to 
the rather 4raatto otione contopl 11•4 by the VancOUYer 
me bera , with th• Nll\llt they deoided to follow th• ooura• 
which the7 toll ove , and I have no h••1t 1'1on 1n ea,iq 
that •hey have the ttelw of th• people ot VanoouY•er 
and the feeling whiob I think 1• baee4 on the oat juei 
and equitable de 4a . 

I atilt think Vanoouver~o,la_tb.1 political 
eitu tion in tbia,,..Jtri>vl;noe a t hae done tor the paat 
wenty- tiv y_uft.Jl114 9 it the preaent government goee to 
the poll• in the next •leot1on under t he preeent oonditiou, 
the aituation will be aa bop•l••• • the aett1ng wn. 

I f\.\rther think • P ttullo 1• • bowing poli tioal 
wiado 1n retraining from di•ou •1ng th1a aubjeot until 
ibe time· 1• too l te to r&m-41 it . 
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The other diaouesion wae th tot party- loy- lti of 
all Conservativ member, in which l adminiat red a severe 
lacing to William Diok. The other tiv• members agreed with 
me th t Mr. Dick's duty a• a ember ot the Oonae?Tat1•• · 
party wa to support the Ooneervati ve party at all times·, 
that he had right to protest in caucus but h had no · 
right to issu any protest beyond th1. I turther informed 
him if he did not like to support the government, hie only­
course we to resign and, in our opinion, this would be 
far better thing than to hav him continue in his attaoke 
on th administration while still am mber. 

Tolmie 



APPENDIX F 

RF.STRIOTIONS ON PROVIllCIAL CREDITl 

In th opinion of the Bank, the financial position 
of the Province is extremely serious and prompt effective 
measures must be taken. 

Oa:1)1:tal xp nditures must stop until the pre ent 
unfunded ~~~tis cleared up. 

In particular, the oontemplated expenditure of 
12,000,000 on th P. G. E. must not be started until the 
money is in hand or d finitely guaranteed by th · :Pederal 
gov rnment. 

The budget mu t be b lanced for th coming ye r 
and must include provision against optimi tio calculation 

s to revenue, whiob we think hould b not ls · than 10~ 
of the expected r oeipts. 

lirm effective me sure• of treasury control of ex­
penditure must be established at once, 1n order to insure 
budgeted expenses will not be exceed d by any departm nt 
or minister. 

The Bank oan not aee any way at present to author­
ize a credit larg r than the 19,625,000 now bing approved . 
New advano sin the future will be made only against ac­
ouring revenues and to be repaid from th t ouro. In 
other words, the Bank will not advance money to meet defi­
cit and measure to be taken to guard g inst d fioita 
must , therefore, be effective. 

Paling a balanced budget, there will be no tur­
thur loans. 

Th r must be no borrowings outside the Bank for 
current expenditures or other purpo es without the B nlc'a 
full knowledge and approval. in advance. 

1 s. M. Logan, General !&!lager, Canadian Bank of 
Commerce, to J. w. Jonee, Nov. 12, 19Jl, Jones Papera. 
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PPENDIX G 

RELIEF I NSTRUOTIONSl 

Owing to the t&et that it 1 imperativ toke p 
within the amount authoriz d tor dir ot relief for the bal­
ance of the !1aoal year, it ie b olutely neoeasary we ob­
tain the full oo-operat1on of every ot!ici l handling die~ 
burs ments of relief monies, with a view to reducing coat 
wh r ver po eibl without oreating undue h rd hip on the 
recipi nts •••• 

In the endeavour toke p within th budget, it haa 
been decided to aet maximum for the food allowance but 
it doea not follow auoh maximum ahould b p id to ever,­
one pplying for uch relit. Striet inveatig tion of eaoh 
applicant will b neceee ey to ensur th t only tho• 
without meana of any kind rece1Ye th ximum pqment. 

Por rood, th1a amount may b paid in oaeh either 
monthly or semi-monthly. Th maximum amoun.t payable 1a 
19.00 for the he dot family, S) .50 tor e oond adult 
and $2.50 tor each dependent und r 12 y ar of ge. If 
in the opinion of the dieburain otfioer, it is not d­
vis ble to pay this ount in cash, he may issue an order 
on merchant to be nomin ted by the recipi nt. 

or clothing, it is not pr otioable to set a x­
imum under thi he ding. It ie desired that you co-operate 
with th charitable organiz tion in your territory with 

view to filling th requirement• ot the destitute from 
thia source •••• 

Por your general guidano with reapeot to the pro­
vision of clothing, ehel ter, tu l to. in no o ee should 
the cost of these exceed 40~ of th eost ot food per fam­
ily •••• It is flt that by strict 1nve tig tion of 
aoh o se, the cot oan b reduced consid rably. 

1 w. A. ok nts1e ·to all Government A ents and 
other di bureing oftio r, Nov. 16, 1932, P ttullo Papers. 
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APPENDIX H 

lEDERAL PROVINOIAL :RELATIONsl 

It beoom my baolute duty to •&J to you in th• 
plainest terma ·and I do ao w1 th th greate t reapect, that, 
in oaee you anticipate making further requests for 1d 
either by loan or by guarantee or 1n any other .torm; tav• 
ourabl . coneideration can not be given to any auoh requeat 
unless your government ia prepared to )ledge 1 teelf to pre­
sent a balMced budget by further reduction ot ·propo~ed ex­
pendituree, by increasing taxation, or by both, or ·if oon­
vinoing evidence is adduoed that under the existing ·OO:ndi­
tions balanced budget is 1mposs1ble. Then your government 
must adopt a definite preaoribed plan whereby the maximum 
estimated deficit in your proposed bu·dget will be well 
under 11,000,ooo. Should your governm nt be unwilling or 
un ble to oomply with the abov rectuiremente, any alter­
nati~• wh1oh may be aoc6pted net be one wh1oh meets wi~h 
th6 imper tive neoesaitiee. Again With every respect, l 
must a_,. that the only alternatiTe I can propose 1a that 
the finanoea ot your province be aup rviaed by a tinanoial 
controller who may be nominated b7 your province but must 
b eatiataotory to th• gOYel"lllJlent of Oanad. · 

It will become the duty of euoh a controll r, and 
to this end he mu t be empowered, to aupe-rvtee all pro~o•ed 
expenditures and thus inaur• no exp nditure oan be made .or 
no engagements undertaken without hie approval. It would 
also be the o~ntroller'a duty to make certain all poseibl 
efforts are being made by your government and by the Legis­
l ature to rai•• autfio·ient revenue to meet your obligation•. 

The necessary legislative action will have to be 
t ken by the province to give the oontroller the neoeaeary 
powere, to continue them aa long ae your loan to the Dom­
inion remain unpaid or until the Dominion government indi­
oatea the aervicea ot the controller are no longer required • 
• • • It is with regret I found mt elf obliged lO write you 
in these term• but the taot 1a we have made heavy advance• 
to the four provinoee west ot the Great Lake.a. 0bv1oualy 
some limit must be placed on their borrowing. 

l R. B. Benn tt to s. J. !olmie, March 8, 19JJ, 
Jones Papers. 
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APPENDIX I 

REJECTION 01 UNION GOVERNMENT1 

The propoaals in your lett r do not oonvey in full 
th euggeetione made to me by Mr. Pooley and r. Howe. They 
suggested an appeal should be made to the eleotorate, oon­
jointly by yourself and )Q'&elf under y·our leadership, that 
following the election, you and I should conjointly select 
a cabinet. I informed your representativ•a that I .could net 
ooneider such a. propoaal and expressed. the further opinion 
that such a union would ensure and deserve deteat. 

In your letter and repeatedly in publio, you have 
enjoined everyone to forget partisanship and selfiab inter• 
eats and to act eol ly tor the welfare of the province. In 
view of th f ct that you have twice aaked me to join you~ 
government, I asaume you believe me capable of disinter­
ested action. 

At your time of lit and in your oondi tion of heal th 
I do not like to apeak harably, yet it aeema thia ia a time 
one should speak bluntlJ and frankly. 

During nearly five years of ottice you have h d 1n 
your government men of 4'ooperienoe in public affairs and men 
who have be n looked upon a.s leading bueineaamen. You bave 
also had a three to one majority in the Houa. Your sup­
p.ortera in the House w.ere looked on as leading oi tizen• in 
their dietriota, yet you must now go afield looking for 
other leading men to join you in government. 

I stated in the Hous a few das-a ago that, it you 
had any propoaala, having to do either with administration 
or public policy which you desire to put into erteot, the 
Opposition would upport you, if these meaeuree were in the 
public 1nt9reet, without any Unien. the House 1s now in 
eeaaion and, if you have any auoh meaeurea, the opportunity 
1a there to present them. 

Inatead of dealing with the immediate present , you 
appear to be mostly cot>.oemed ae to the possible outcome 
of the approaching eleotion. I do n.ot share your alarm. In 
any event, it ia the bu•ineae of the people to expreea 
their wiabea. 

I am not que · t1on1ng the 1no ri ty of your inten­
tions when I tell you trankly that the man in the etreet 
looka upon your propoaala ae a meana to hang on ~o oftioe. 
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There are groups and individuals who agree with neither you 
nor me; and I do not think it would be in the public inter­
est tor you and me to join in an attempt to exolud legit­
imate and minority interests from having repreaenttion. in 
the Legislature. 

British Columbia financially is in a perilous 
position• as you must know-more perilous than one cares 
to state publicly. 

I respectfully suggest to you the beat service 
you oan render this Province at the present time is to 
immediately call a g neral election, al'ld have the issue 
settled. 

j 

l . T. D. Pattullo to S. F. Tolmie, March 28, 1933, 
Tolmie Papers. 
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