








which underlies all these in some respect is that of technological change and
economic transition. | want to return to that topic later, in part because this
Institute is supporting a research project by Professor Barry Cooper at the
Calgary Institute for the Humanities on the University of Calgary Campus——a

study of the impact of technology on society.

Our closer involvement with questions affecting Alberta most directly,
however, has been through our research under what we have called the Western
Resources Program. It was launched in mid-1982 with Barbara Hodgins (herself
an Albertan by birth and a westerner by persuasion) as Director of the program.
Initially her office was located at the University of Calgary. Later, in 1984,
when | became President and opened an office for the IRPP in Victoria, the

program was relocated to that office.

Since then we have worked together in development of research and
commentary on issues related to the development of natural resources in the
four western provinces and the North. The first publication of the Western
Resources Program dealt with the 1982 constitutional amendment on resources,
Section 92A, that the Government of Alberta (along with Saskatchewan) had long
sought as a way to confirm and protect provincial jurisdiction. A number of
other topics have been either of particular interest to Alberta or featured
Alberta researchers (under contract). For example, in the wake of the National
Energy Program, a working paper was produced on business-government relations
in the resource industries, in an attempt to examine some of the underlying
causes for breakdown—and for harmony—in the relationship. Another study,
nearing publication, looks at the concept of economic rent from resources and
compares the different fiscal regimes of oil-producing jurisdictions around the
world, including Alberta and the Canada Lands. A respected petroleum
economist in Calgary, Dr. Campbell Watkins, is writing a part of the forthcoming
book on this. (Preliminary findings indicate that Alberta's system gets high
marks in several important respects.) Also close to completion is a project on
the softwood lumber countervail case, being jointly conducted by Professor

Mike Percy at the University of Alberta and Christian Yoder, an international
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I'm aware, of course, that Alberta may not be the most plausible or
hospitable environment in which to push the case for income security or
guaranteed annual incomes. But it is perhaps a good place for pushing the idea

of a deal—a mutually advantageous exchange.

What I have in mind is a deal, in effect, between social groups (or social
partners, as the European expression goes). Its purpose would be to ease a
current blockage, a stalemate in Canadian economic development, Canadian

economic strategy, which seems evident at the moment.

On the one side, this bargain entails accepting the need for social
investment in human capital formation—health, education, social services,
training, adjustment assistance, day care, conservation corps, and the like—and
in renewable resources—fisheries conservation, silviculture, soil conservation,

water quality, and the like—as a legitimate charge on the public purse.

The catch, here, or the quid pro quo in this bargain, is the willingness to
accept some "work for welfare" concept, to back off on union (or at least CLC)
opposition to the essential Forget proposals, and, in effect, to accept that one
can have career or employment security, but cannot, in a changing world
environment, have job security. This, in other words, is the old idea of trading
lower current earnings for higher lifetime incomes. Most Canadian corporations
may fall short of the scale and stability of the Japanese corporations which have
(until recently) been offering a form of lifetime employment to their (male)
employees. But we can, as a community, offer something like the same

deal—and we should.
Conclusions
As a general strategy, a greater sense of economic security through a

strengthened social contract will permit a greater degree of reliance on market

forces both domestically and internationally. The major pre-requisite to this









