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CBAfTB1l I 

PROM TD GIBAT IXJIDITIOR 
TO TD GOLDIN JUIILBI 

llpten fifty-on• vaa a year of w11•1ted pl'Olliaa to IIIUlY 

Vlctoriau. Thia waa the yur of th• CrNt lxhibit:lon oraam.•ecl by 

the Prince Couort to ahov the nation and the world th• induatr1al, 

technical and ac1atiflc triuapha of the Iucluatrtal lnolution which 

ane Britain the proud cla1a to be ''The Worbhop of the World". The 

er.at Bafon Act of 1832 and aubaequant legialat:lon, whUe brinaina 

the ideal of aocial juatice nearer, had not upaet the balance of 

aociety; the threat of a aiutiat lffolutton had faded aisle• 1848; and 

the avaraa• Briton looked fonard to• period of atabllity and prosreaa. 

Mra. Humphry Ward'• fonati-.e yura, froa her birth in 1851 to the 

coapletion of her fint but-aeller in 1887-the Golden Jub1.lae­

coinci4• very neatly with the central and aoat "Vlctorta" period of 

niHtNuth century Britain. 

Yet,•• in 1851, there were diaturbina at.au that aay 110re 

cbal.lagu nre to thnat• th• accepted valuu. lal.iaioua contro­

veraiu 1u1de and out of the Church of !Dal.and wen fierce ad the 

eaoond Wffe of ••cueion by Tractari&nlt into th• J.toman Catholic Colt­

-.mion vu led .by ArchclNcou Mann«na in 1851. Thia waa alao th• yur 

in whioh Harriet Marttnuu publiahed Let ten on the Lan of Man'• 

SOcial !Cature and DevelopmeAA. a won vhtch cnated a gnat atir by 

daying the opet-ation of Cod in th• world. Coa.coldtantly, Mr■• Lydia 
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llooau arriftd 1n London flOII th• United ltatu and pznoud a ,,... 

of ridtcul4a and detraation not only of th• loo,g, l.ooe• tzouaen eh• 

vu tryf.na to populan.Jle, but a1ao of the vbol• concept of the ''Kev 

Wollan". 1 

ODJ.7 1n poetr, dou the work of the 111c141• of the Dineteath 

century .... flat ad uaiupincl ill coapariaon to that of th• pnrriou 

1wra11.on, the lalllmtlc:a. IJl'Oll vu etUl b•ina ru4 .._ ill eoaa 

wry napectable f.utu-Wonnorth vu beha ridiculed by M1l7 but 

oehere, includina Katth• .bnolcl, Walter laphot, Hant.et Martinuu, 

and J.s. Ktll, ,till 1:'l■ri-4 loyal. Tenny11on nached the peak of hie 

popularity ill the decade aftar he eucceecled Wordnorth u Poet Laureate 

ill 1850. Bnwnf.Da '• reputation vu epnadina, but hla •gnua opua, 

The 11.y ad the look, vu not publiabed until 1861 and 1869. 2 Kattb• 

Ahold'• firet boob of poetry which nn publ:lehed ill 1849 ad 1852 

bacl DOt ,, .. at all IIUCCU■ful aDd 1n 1851 he abandonecl th• Poetic ... 

u4 •--- • :lupector of acbooh.
3 

In oontrut, the aid-m.netNnth caturJ vu ou of th• graat•t 

periocle of the Jualiah DOYel. l>iabu, Thackeray, Trollope, Uqeley, 

the lnntu, Geoq• lliot md Mra. Gukell wr• at diffennt atagu iD 

their writina carNn. Dicluma reigned npnaea ha had al.ready written 

Piclcrick Papan, 011..r Tvut, Bicholu BicUeby and at the en4 of 1850, 

Dffid Copperfield. Still to cw wra Bard Tiau, Our Mlltual Prland, 

Great bpllctatiou, md A Tale of Two Citi•. l>ickau vu, and etf.11 

ie, wry popular. Bu characten and caricaturu are aliw, hie huaour 

la eoMtfllu raall7 auaiag and hi• .. tine can be ftl'J bitiq. Bia 



eentiaentality ad lne of the Mlodraaatf.c appealed to the•••• 

11fffftbeleea, Dicbu alao wrote with a ac,n aerioua purpon; lib 

Diaruli earlier ill h1a nOftla, he vu poilltina out th• need for 

aocial and political refona-a need of which the Victoriau nre to 

becoae aon coucloua u the qe progreaaecl. 

The aentua of Thackeray had already been daonatrated by the 

publicatiou of Vanity rur and Pendemd• in the 1840 '•. George lltot 

ill 1851 wu ed:ltina and writina for the w .. ta1nater bviw and wu 

about to atart on her lona 1Weon with Georae t... and the writina 

career vbiah wu to produce Ada Bede, The Mill on the noaa, and 

Silu Mamer. At the .... tiM, the aeuation cauaed by th• work of 

the Bronte atatera wu at it• peak. Charlott• Bronte had publiahect 

Jane !tg 1n 1847, !1!}1rl!7 1n 1849, and Villette :l.n 18.53 ahortly bafon 

bar death. lllUy Bront•'• Wutherig Bei,lht• appeared 1n 1847 juat 

before aha died and tbta atrana• and ponrful 1IO'Nl. euurect her 

1.wrtality. Anne Bronte' a AF!! Qny ad The Taunt of Wilctfall Ball 

vh:lcb wr• publiahed 1n 1847 and 1848, an generally reaarctecl u below 

th• • · of her aiaten' DOYela. In contrut to the lrontu, 

Anthony Trollope wu juat besf.m\ina h1a career of writing about the 

aafe and ordered world of the clergy and lay people of the Cathedral 

city of Barcbuter. At the end of 18.51 Bouaebold Worda incl.uded the 

ff.rat iaaue of Hra. Gaull'• Cranford, an intillate picture of a rural 

houaehold. 

The mtd-Dinetunth century DOftltat who had a arut influence 

on Mn. HamphrJ Wacd vaa Cbarlu K1na•ley, whon Alton Locke I Tailor 
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and foet. pub11ebed 111 1850, vu an anar, apo•• of the nutecl Jaour 

1n the clothina trade. the hero in b:l.ttemu• 1nit1ally tUl'U to 

Charts.a, but u later c:om,erted to th• Chrutun Socialf.n of Ungeley 

and Maurice. Th• • .., 1n vbtch Alton Loeb educ.at .. Muelf ta •1•1 Jar 

to th• •elf-education and acc .. • of Ceoqe 111.ot'• Bartl• Maeeey tn 

.W• Bede ad Hn. BuapbtY Ward'• Dll'Yid Grieff 1n the book of the •­

IUIM. The aelf-tauaht worJtina UD 1• a loatcal. ateutoa of the Broad 

Church 1.4u ttbat 110ral illprn•nt depen.da on penonal effort rather 

than on nbacriptton to outworn ctopa. In Uqeley'• Y ... t, the 

ldlliondre who coaea to uncterata.d the vaata of the poor and to accept 

that the f• 111118t ael'ft the__,. bun a certa1.n ·,...._.1.ance to Ml'a. 

lhaphry Warcl'• Marcella and her buband 1n MaraeUa ad Sir Ceoge 

Tru•"t• 

Cbarlu ICf.na•ley vu cloaely uaoclitad with Thoau Bughu, 

product of Dr. Arnold'• baby and author of Toa Bron'• Schooldffl. 

They both bel.oaaecl co the lflNP of Chrutun Sod.aU.ata foned after 

the failun of aiartua by r. D. Knrice, a Unital'ian vbo bad joined 

the Church of lqlan.cl. Perturbed by the breach betveen the popular 

.,,. .. nt• and th• Anal.tea Church, the Chriatian. Soci&U.ata attaptecl 

to ••t worJtina clua d......Sa by practical Chd.atianity. Althoup 

their political work, uta.11 t~aa to .. tuliah co-operati:YN and 

writing paaphleta, vu not very auccuaful • their educational achtave­

Mllta were couiderable. They were particularly concerud with adult 

•ucation and the Workha Ken'• Collea• founded by Maurice ad othen 

1n 1854 later becaae Queen'• Coll•••• London Vnivenity. Th• vritiaa• 

of ICf.naaley and Maurice'• Theological la••t! aa4 hia 1■••7! and llfft..,. 
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publtahed 1D 1853 end 1860 did •ch to prepare people to accept that 

Chrutianity vu •till a na1 ny of life rathei- than the arid intel­

lectual a,at• which it had became for uny, and to pernacle th• to 

t,elieve 1n the brotherboocl of un and. 1n their napoutbility for 

their fellov man. Th• vri.thla• of the Chruttan Soctalut• alao 

helped pave the v.., for acceptance of 11hera1 reform. 1n the Chut'Ch. 

Yet, cluptte their ephuu on brotherhood and co-operation the 

Chrutian Soc:laU.ata wue aot eplitanan; they held that the hier­

arc.hic:al aociety vu ucuaary to awt4 anarchy, •er, 1IUCh the '9:1.ev 

of Ml-1. Huaphry Ward later in the ceritu...,. 

Other aecttou of the Broad Church IIIIOYWllt al.ao ond 1IUCh to 

Dr. Amold. Bia 4ou'btl about IUbacribiDa to th• 39 Articlu, h:la 

diatl'Wlt of dopa, ad bla d.-.otion to the Scripturu. wen thouah 

he adldttecl that the Bible vu only in patta the ravuled truth of 

Cod, place4 hill in the •aauard of the progrua:lve thoqht of hu 

tiae. Be vu ngarde4 u ao ad'Yanced that the Ruaby truat... bad 

aerioua doubt• u to h:la auf.tability u headlluter of their 1chool, 

ad Arnold hf.Melt thought of ..t1rattn1 with h1a fatly to the freer 

e:lr aero•• the Atlanttc.4 

Two of the moat f.nllueutW leaden of th• •ecoad generation 

B~ad Church .,-,•mt 1n th• ncond half of the nineteenth century wn 

Arthur Stanley and lenjllllin Jowett. Stanley, one of Dr. Amolcl'• 

puptla, held atrona Lat1tud1Dartan and Brutian Y.l.eva and wanted a 

rel.uation of rule• for ordf.nanda, upec:f.ally 1u■cr:f.pt:f.011 to the 

39 Article•; he oppoae4 auch of the Church dopa and wanted the 
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Athanaatan Creed dropped, ancl althouah he duagned with Colenao be 

eupported bi■ riaht to a,N■• hie op:lntona. Made Rea:lu■ Profe■eol' 

of lccluf.utical 111.■tory at Oxford :ln 1856, hi• writ:lna• attracted 

loyal attention. Be becae a favourite of the Prince Conaort, and 

becauae of thitl :ln 1862 the Queen cho■e hill to accoapany the Prince 

of Wal•• on a journey to B11Pt and Pale■ttne. In 1864 he Ncae Deao 

of We■tld.nater and pswed a euccueful preacher and a coapetent ldailt-­

i■trator of the AbbeJ. Beeauae of bta rupect for Dr. Arn.old and hf.■ 

friendahip for her father, T• Atnold, and her uncle, Matthew Arnold, 

Dean Stanl.,. took a paternal :lnterut in the young Mary Aupata Arnold 

ad officiated at her wddiq to 'thoua Huaphq Ward. 

Benjamin Jowett aleo aerted a etrona influence on Mr■• Humphry 

Ward clurtna her Oxford day■; •he reaarded henelf u one of h:la friend• 

and diactple•• 

The recorda of bill which hi• death nvuled-and 
hf.• cloaut frieocl• realised :lt :ln 1:lfe-ahov a 111111 
perpet...Uy coucf.oua of a ayater:lou■ and blu•ed 
coapea1..ah:lp; which :la the urt

5
of a reU.gioua un, 

:ln all faithu and all church ... 

!Yen -,re than the vi..,. of Dr. Arnold, Jowett'• 11Nral tbeoloay 

aroueecl the wrath of the Aqlican btablilllaent. While ■tu4enta at 

BalU.ol in 1845, he and Stanley had bun horrified at th• treataent of 

W.G. Ward, vbo bad l>Mn ■tripped of hi■ deal'ee■ for not confontn.g to 

the Anal:lcan Church. Staying at Oxford, Jowett had further dt1110Utratecl 

hie cleaaical acholanh:lp by hie traulation■ ot St. Paul and he acan­

dal:f.sed the Tractariau by hie boob of crlticta and ueaya. Bia 

1reat retpect for a.nan acholanhip-parlicularly for Hegel and al■o 
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for tho•• Cenan ecbolar• who etudied th• Bible critically, according 

to hiatortcal fficlence rather than with faith-be pu•ed on to bu 

pupil■• Mainly becauae of h1• Biblical cr:ltici• hi■ ■alary u Pro­

fu•or of Gnek vu blocked fl'OII 1855 to 1865 by the High Church party 

fro11 Chrt■t Church vhf.ch regarded hill u a &ma•rou heretic. Bia 

contribution to the legi■lationwtdch aboli•hed th• tut for en.try 

into Osford acl caabrtda• and freed th• um.wreitiu fraa the mono­

poliatic control of th• Church of lngland in 1870 further uou■ed the 

wrath of orthodox Churchaen.6 Jowett'• influenca ia alao daonatrated 

by the uaber of infiuential people who etudied under Ma. H18 pupila 

incl.oded euch lud:h1g late llinetMDth century MD u Lord Lanedon.e • 

Lord Milner, Lord C01er14a•, Lord Juatice Bowen, Lori Coechen, Herbert 

Aaquitb, Matthew Arnold, an4 T.R. Ruxley.7 

T.R. Green, Profueor of Moral Philo•ophy at O.ford ad luder 

of the lnali•h "Id..U.t School" of !'bUoeophen, vu another of 

. Jowett'• follower•. Ilia •chool of thousht which i• reaarded u uo­

Bqeltan, ad ta oppond to th• Mtertaliat and Utilitarian 1deoJ.oa1u, 

.... all baun aperienca u the rnelation of the abeolut• and eternal 

bdag. Mn. Ward'• lobert llaere 1a dedicated to h1a, ad he appear• 

in the book thilll.7 cliepiaed •• Bery arey.8 

In oppo•:lt1on to the Liberau ... ot A.mold, th• Chri8tian 

8oc1•1i•ta, Jc:,vett and T.B. GrNU, there vu the Coneenati'ft Jt1ah 

Church arw•at, alao called the Oxford MoYwnt or Tractarianta. 

Seeking to •trenathen the aiurch orgam.utton and di8of.pline the O.ford 

Mcrrwrat had ■tartecl in 1833 with 1'.abl•'• •emcm on llational Apc,9tuy 
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occuion.ed by the propoaal to aeculad.ae 1oae of th• renmau froa 

the Irtah b:lahopria. Through tract• and HNOU 'lebl• t .... , 

l'roud•• haey, Ward and their fol.lonra deDOUDcecl the liberal and 

erut1a1l tendanctu of th• Analicaa Church and advocated th• Nri.Yal 

of Catholic doctriua and th• rutoratton and atrqthen1q of 

eccluiutical authority. Bitter CODtl'Oftl'ay betVNn the ''Tractarun" 

an4 "Broad Cbureh" WOYeMnta ruulttid. Dr. Arnold wrote, 

••• for what 1• to becoae of the Church if tba 
cl.era,- b•tn to exhibit aa auroation of the wont 
auperatitiona of the IOMll Catholiu, ouly atrippecl. 
of that cou:latency which at-,a wen the error• of 
the loa:lab ayat• with eometbJ.na of a character of 
anatDMat9 

Altbouab Dr. Arnold and othera rejected and oppoaed the Oxford lfowllent 

it attracted a 1reat deal of aupport 1.n ita early yeara. lotb Matth• 

Arnold an4 Arthur Staley replarly atten&led •--' • aenou. Th• 

lack of cona:latency 1.n the Tractarian acceptance of the Catholic faith 

while refuaing Catholic ducipline wu pointed out by Dr. Arnold and 

aoon beow apparant tow of the leaden of the Oxford Mov1■1111t 

who•• aecuaion to IOlle w.akened the ~--t anatly. In 1845 after 

Ward wu atripped of hi• dear ... at Oxford, N81f1Wl led th• f1rat Vffe 

of COllftrtl into the Catholic Chureh. U. vu follovecl by two eon.a of 

Willia Wilberforce (a third aon vu B1ahop of Oxford) ; by Mtnn:Sag ill 

1851 and by Tboau Arnold, eldut IOll of Dr. Arnold and father of 

Mra. Bu■phl'Y Ward, 1n 1854. Th• Arnolda and tba WUbel'fol'cea w.re but 

two of the peat Victorian faailiu aplit by tbta nliaioua 41.apute 

which rqed for aore than a aeuratioll. 



At leut the lroacl Church and the Oxford Moftllallt bad a coaion 

faith 1n God, 'but wen srut•r cballen ... were l>•ina M4a to aceaptacl 

belief• in the llf.c141• of th• nineteenth centuiy. Th• atir aauaed by 

Bani.et Hart:laeau'• athauttc opintou apruaed in 1851 wu far 

eclipeed by the aauation vbic1' follove4 the pubU.catlon of Danin • • 

The Ortaill of Sped.u by lfatural Selection in 1859. The iaplicationa 

of th• theoiy of fl01Uticm and natural aelactton van eaan u a dinct 

chall.enp to Chriatia cloctr.lnu of the creation of IIA1l and hi• auddan 

fall. 

Dupit• the rioleat attacb fl:Oll outraged churchllen, Darwin 

alao receiffd llUCh aupport from aore ntioul h•inl•• T.R. Bwday 

aooa appeared u ''the aouthptau of Dant.nu, lO aad vu the ff.rat to 

ua• the tan "apoatic•• to define hi• on poaition. Ha bald that 

reliatc,R couuted ia "rnuace a:ad love for th• ethical , ideal and 

th• cleaire to realise that ideal 1n lifa".11 In due coune, from the 

acianCN, the theory of nolution and natural aalaction vu applied to 

wider fielde. Hel'ben Spencer, altbouah he belieftd ill the S.,Ortance 

of the iDdiYiclual, applied the ewlutionary concept to philoaophy which 

ha reaucled .. a ayat• of coapletely co-oldiuted 1movladae buad on a 

ainal• princtplai 

••• he turned co ad.an~ and pbtloeophy, and •pent 
naarly fnty ,un ta working out a coaplet• a,at• of 
th4I uniwne, applicable to nery detail of thought, 
conduct, ad aocia1 life. Thi• -,nthuia had little 
illfluenca upon firat-clu• atada, but it wu one of tM 
ujor foweea affecting p~lic opf.nioD in th• third •-­
eratioll of th• century. 
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Mora cliractly related to apoatid.• vu th• Poeitifl.811 of 

Auauat• Coate who•• work wu firet tramlated into lnglieb by Barr:let 

Martineau in 1853. Coate rejected all auperutural u ... and 1ll placa 

of Ood put B\llanity. Charlu lradlauah, au avond fnethinbr and 

atheiat who had uny fol.1.onn in th• anentiu ad eiptiu, nauded 

Chriatianity u a deluaion vbich vu Mnd•rilla th• progr .. • of aan. 

Rt• acluaion fzoa the CCl•o.u froa 1880-85 becaua• of hi• clata to 

uke • affi11111tS.on of allagianc• iutead of taking the cuatwry 

parliaMlltary oath on the Bible did wh to focua public op11lion on 

the un ad hia u .... 
Ia ■-- vaya parallel to the aci•tific revolt .. ainat accepted 

Taluu in th• ••CODCl half of the ninataenth centuwy, vu the artiatta 

rebellion qaiut the uterialiat ataadard• of the day. Tbta found 

it• apnaaton fS.rat in th• Pn-Jtaphulite Brotherhood founded 1ll 1848 

by a aall 1roup of young aniat• ad ffiten united 1a oppoaitiOD to 

the COlfflmtional .-,.c- of artiatic tuchha. In th• fiftiu &Dd th• 

•1xtiu Holm Bunt, Mil 1a1 • ad the loeettia wen the b .. t known Pre­

laphulitu. Later ill the century, Willillll Moffia and 8winbune wra 

th• lead1na ecm>0at•• of th• prilad.plu of th• lrothemoocl, which vu 

-,.tic an4 rountic and ill paintilla achocated fidelity to nature wldch 

they couiclend but cuaplitied by the lat• Mdinal painter•• 

Like th• Pre-laphulitu, John luakin, one of their defenclen, 

feared that the cult of •ten.al proeperity would ruult ill cultural 

and apiritul desolation. ltuatdn'• writing aar•r extended fzoa the 

publication of Moclern Painten 1n 1143 until nearly the end of the 

century, altbouah he did not publhb aaah attar hh bnaltdawn in 1878. 
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Be felt that there vu a dinct nlatiouhtp between th• artut:lc ad 

-,ral Yaluu of aociety, thua 11nldng bu concern with aoc:lal probl .. 

to his ff.De ... thet:lc •--•• Bia arut .. t achiavemnt vu to make th• 

!rid.ah aicldl• clue realise that tr:u• art vu moral and that it did 

haft a aoctal ftlue. A.a a 1:lrl, Mr•. Buaphry Wud vu areatly in­

fluencecl an4 moved b:, Modern tatncan and $tonu of Vam.c•, but in 

1868, after rudiq Matth• Ahold'• la•&• 1n Cr1t1c1•, •h• regarded 

her uncle u her literary aa4 uathetic aantor and leaned to lo,,e the 

lite-ratur• ad -cul.tun of Prance.,,_ more than thoae of Italy.13 

Matthav An.old vu aleo concerned that th• new utedaJ ~ • vu 

chokina to 4uth the finer apiritual and art1ati4 valuu, an idea Yery 

well apru•ed ill hU poea, The Schol.a Gzpn. B• 11d.ntd.ned that 

literature, particularly Preach literatUl'e at that tf.M, could reaen­

•i-•t• the fillar valuu by it• onticia of life. llellaion h• nga-dad 

u aore valuable for it• i,o.tic than for it• Uteral truth and to h1a 

COllduct rather tha faith vu the eupnae tut of worth. In 1869 

Arnold made aw aoc:lal cluaification lo. Ma Culture and Anarchy. 

Hu 11Barbariau" ad bu ''Populeutt COl'l'Uponded rouply to Dt.ruli'• 

two natiou of "th• llicb and'" Poor", but h• aclcled a third ad very 

iaporunt olu• between th• two 11attou 11 "the "111:l■tinu". They were 

atddl• olua utarlaliat• vbo had rejected w ... on and painful thinJdna 

and vbo nad • arut cleal of ••tiMntal and Mlodr ... t1c literature. 

They wn h1ab17 110ral and pruduh and 1 1:l'b QuMn Victoria, adored 

Sh' Martin Tup~r•• poetry, Peremdal PhiloaoPh7. and thoqht that 

BoM1 hNt Home vu a ao,t beautiful •Olll• Whether they wr• after 

fact• 1 1IODey or antillty I or wh.cher they were abundant ill ffNCnua 
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but deficient 1n 11ght thu• ''Philiatinu" wre united by their 

COIIIOll eharateriatica into a tiptl,-'lmit ad powerful olaaa.14 

llo'lfffer. it ahould be noted that th .. • ''Ph111et1n .. " nre 

the very ... people who rud lobert 11 ... re isl auch lar1• number• 

at th• end of the century and whoae literary and 110ral tutu Mlldi•'•• 

which wu .. tabliahed 1n ltft Oxford Str•• 1n 18.52 • wu ao careful to 

couidu. Jblt• wu quite arbitrary 1n aolucliDa froa hie circulating 

librery ay ltoou not up to the moral ad U.tewary atmM:larde of Ma­

Nlf ad hta elin.tele. Th• man who o'ldend two tbouaand copiu of 

Th• Mill on th• non wu obfl.oualy a 11at1 vboa• 11ka au cluliba 

autbon had to tab islto accouat.15 

A1ao jo1nina the battle qaiut th• ''Philiatinea" lat• 1n th• 

century wre Walter Pater. Oac:ar WW• and "th• Authet .. ", and "the 

Decadent•" of Tb• Yellow Book. Walter Pater. atrongly influenced by 

IIUIJdD. aa4 T.B. onen. wrote bu but critical work in 1873, Stucli• 

1n the Hf.ato9 of tlw Janataqnca. Mr1. Jluaphry Ward thought hie 

Maria the IJ!icunaD• publiahecl in 1885, "the moat beautiful of the 

apirttual rOUDC• of lurope •tnc• tb• Coufuaiou".16 In thf.a book 

Pater arguu that ve IIWlt not ahUD any experience which 1eada to 

pleuul'e ad that th• only atptflca.t way to apencl ou li'VU 1a in 

th• punuit of th• epirtt of heaftnly beauty which 1a beat expne■ed 

in art. While a fellov of Brueao•• Coll•••• Oxford, Pater vu 

frequently naite4 by th• llullpbry Ward■ ad he..,. haYa turned Mr. 

Buaphry Ward'• tAt•r•t froa lituature to art. 

A fa wittier npnan.tatiw of th• authetic .,.-want vu 

O.car WUde, who ONd 1IUCh to Matth• Arnold am Pater. Ru aore 
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endurina literary output b•a• nth the publication of ht. cleliabtful 

book of fair, talu, The Bgpt Prine• and Other Tal•, ln the•­

yur u Robert Blaere-1888. 

Th• no'Nliata of the laat third of the century are not equal 

to the 1rut writera of the llicl41a of th• century. Henry J ......... 

to have atood th• tut of tiM but, but ha with Hardy, Butler, 

Meredith an4 Giaetna DAlftr enjoyed th• auccue of a Dickau or a 

Thackeray. Dud.q tbM• yur• the aoat auccueful pro•• fiction vu 

for cld14na. Lada Carroll' a Alice• a Adftllturu 1n Vonclarlud ad 

Tb.rough the Lookig Olua, Boben Lou.1a 8tneuon' • Tnaaure X.lan4 

and Y,dn!J?PN• ad Wu Bagard' • !1!I loloaon' • Kinu an4 !J!!. all 

r• aoaa the but boob ever written for chi1clflll. 

Dupit• the 4unb of arut DO'Nliata after 1870, aach aore 

fict:loll wu beina pub11ahed to eaciafy the ner aruter rudina public 

u the population ar• ad lituuy aprud after Por•t•r'• Bclucaticm 

Act. In particular. th• nbui-ban 111441• el.Ua, a aoat iaportant 

aaction of th• readtna public, vu aronng ftJ:1 fut. Thia clua of 

pbyatclau, teaahera, civil ••nata a4 other profuaioaal an4 

white-collar worker• 1Dcnued. froa 357,000 in 1851 to 647,000 in 

1881-u 1ner .... of 801 in tbircy yun.17 

'l'be nturaa froa the Publiahen' Circ:ular ahov th• peat 

cJaaa• ia reading babtta. Ia. 1870 the laqut cataac,ry of nev boob 

pul)liahecl wn thoae on ~•Uaicnl with 811 voluaea, DOft1a and other 

fietioa caae fifth on the liat with 381 volUMa. By 1886, nnela 

wrath• laraut group with 969 ttc1 .. , while only 752 nu.,1.oua 

voru •r• publiahecl. SffODCI ad tbild rate writer• lib Mn. J1ar1 
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Wood, Mrs. Oliphant, Marie Corelli, Hsll Csine and Ouida took 

advantage of this rising popularity of the novel to turn out many 

but sellers.18 This was the heyday of the woman novelitlt, who 

aeemad to be 110re in tune with the reading public than the men 

who were writing. The period favoured the novelist and Mrs. 

Humphry Ward hlld the added advantage of writing a book with a 

serious purpose which made it acceptable to a far wider circle 

than the mainly sent:1.mental and melodramatic works of Ouida and 

bar co11e&gUtl8. One of th• sent:f.llents all theae best-selling 

women navalhts had 1n COllllllOn with Mrs. Humphry Ward was a distrust 

of the "New Woman" whom Mn. Henry Wood satirized 1:10 vigorously.19 

..... .., . 20 
Ouida despised~ derided the ftm1n1st movement and Marie Corelli 

•s 21 
vu moat up1et by the views expreased in Ibsen's A Dol¾House. 

Not until the early twantieth century did Engliah society come to 

accept the phenomenon of the ''New Woman" who wu ila•od1og equality 

with men in education, the laamed profusions and government, and 

who was rebelling against the marriage bond and the conventional 

reatd.ctions on women•, dre■a, manners, and mode of living. 

A far more eerioua threat to the established order of society 

wu the ri1a of 11ocial:lsm from th• late eighteen-seventies. For 

almo1t a generation after the failure of Chartism, working class 

politics had been relatively inactive, but partly as a reault of the 

:Influx of political refugeee from Europe and because of the economic 

depressions of the late 1eventiea and the middle eighties, working 

cla■s dn•od■ were becoming more vociferoua. These demands were 

made on a ■ociety which wu already loa:lng its confidence because 
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Jootnotu 

1.roat of the 1naral Wonation 1n thi• chapter coau from 
etandarcl vol'b of reference and nrftJ• of Victorian literature n4 
u .... I un uaed wtlys Dictionary of 1'atioaal liop'aeh,a ,£!!::. 
bridge 111.atory of ID,lliah Literature nI-XIV; l.t. Woodward, The Aa• 
of lafonu 1815-1870; ll.C.~. lnaor. lglanch 1870-1914; la,-ond 
Cbaplan, The Victorian Debate; Ml'/ Crue, Th• Vtctorlana n4 Their 
leed1.g; Jay Cruae, After the Victoriau; n4 R.ayac,1Ml wuu .... , 
Culture and Societys 1780-19,0. 

2xnfonation froa -, Cruee, The V:lctod.aa n4 Their 
leadina, Chapter IX. 

41eaaya 1n Intellectual 111.atory, declicated to J .... Baney 
lob1naon by hie for.er -..3»ar atudenta; W.P. Ball, The Thr•• 
Araolu and Their 11ble, p. 73. 

P• 130. 
'M.A. Ward (Mn. Humphry Ward), A Writer'• bcollectiou, 

' IM!•, P• 131. 

7 .!!?!! • • p. 300. 

8Nra. Bullphry Ward, lobert n...re, tntro., p. zit. 

9-, Cruae, The Victol'iana acl Their l.eed1na, P• 24. 

lOay Cruae, After the Victoriane, P• 22. 

11n,u., P• 22. 

~. The A&• of llafona, p. 529. 

~. Buaphry Ward, A Writer'• bcollectiou, p. 57. 

14-, Cruae, Th• Victortau and Their l.ucl1na, Chapter XI. 

15Ibid. , Chapter XV on Muclie' •• 
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1'Kn. Buaphr, wan, A writer'• lacolleotiou, ,. 121. 

171l.A. Lnina, (ad.), Backsro!,l!d to Victorian Literature, 

18a.c.~. luor, !glaadt 1170-1914, p. 159-160. 

19M. llwtn, Victorian Wallflowua, P• 231. 

20ntcl., P• 308. 

21-, Cruae, After the Victoriam, P• 128. 



alAPTII. II 

TRI A1lNOLJ>S ARD 'l'Blll CIICLI 
IN TRI BAILY LIR OJ KU. BtJMPDt WAID 

Mary Auauata Arnold vu born in Bo'bart Ton. Taaeaa1a. on 

June 11. 1851. th• fint child of Thoau Anold, the younger, and 

Julia Sorell. Rot only vu her father a lllaber of one of the ludina 

intellectual and literary fal.U.u of Victorian lngland-th• Anaolda 

and their circle-ht thr0111h her aother'• f..Uy th• child ha4 

iaportant conuctiou in Tananfan eod.ety. 

ror three aeuratiou the Sorel.la had been proainent in 

T•....,,•a.1 A l'rellch Bupenat faily which had fled to Britain after 

th• rtrfttcatiou of the Bdict of lfantu in 1685, they fint &chined 

diatinction in th• penon of Cener&l W:UU.aa Alaander Sorell of the 

COldatreaa Oll&rda in the late eipteenth century. Bu aon, aleo 

called Willia, n•• to the rank of Colonel, and vu Julia Sorell'• 

grandfather. COlonel Willia Sorell had ••necl muter Sir John Moon 

1n Spain before 1>e1na appointed Deputy Adjutant-general at th• cape 

of Good Rope in 1807. At the cape he vu aucauaful. beina proaoted 

to Adjutant-general, but 1n 1807 h• bad left hie vif• and efftlll 

children in Bnalaad, and prcmMI aoet umdll1na to aupport th•. Only 

after hie a.early dutitute vife had appealed to Lord hthunt • See- · 

ntary of Stat• for War and th• Coloniu, vu WilU.. Sorell f:lnally 

perauaded in 1818 to neuae payina for the eupport of hie faily. 
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Munvhile, ill Cape Town Colonel Softll had beCOM tnvolwd 

with a Mn. lent, th• wife of• 'brother officer. '1'h• ruultant 

aoandal •ant hi.a ruignation froa the al'IIJ ad hi• ntum to Bnalud 

tn 1813 with hia 111.atrua. In 1817 he vu pmdahad, or promotecl, or 

baniahad, by hia appo:lntaent u Lieutenat-1ovamor of Tanam.a, th• 

colony wh•r• the moat recalcitrant of the N• South Walu conn.eta 

wre uaually ••nt at that tiM. All Lieuteaant-aowrnor, Willi• 

Sorell proved r-rbbly popular and auccuaful. Ba auppruaecl th• 

buahrangera who wre tenoruua ti-...U•r• in the colony, built roada, 

utal>liahed a WMk.ly poat, •• the incOM of hi• colony inmreu• by 

IUl1l1 ttau, and h• encoura .. d more voluntary ••ttlen and th• iaport 

of th• f:lnt pure-brad Merino •h••P• 

BONVar, by opanly utal>liah1ng Mn. hnt in CoverDMnt Boua• 

h• acandali■ecl aoaa of the ••ttl•r• who ua4ar the luderahip of one 

of the riehut and ••t powerful an in Ta ... nSa-a Mr. Kemp-proteated 

to the Colonial Office. Bia aubaequ.eitt recall in 1824 diatruaed uny 

of the aattlera, vho bqged th• Colonial Office to allow htJI to r..ain 

and who collected• pun• of £?50 for bill. Back in lngland he lived 

ill retiNMnt on a pauion of £soo a year until h1a duth in 1848. 

Pnauu.bly Mn. 1'.Amt ata7ed with hill. 

Colonel Willia'• aldeat eon, a th:ll'd .Willia Sonll, appUra 

u a far 110re napactabl• character than bu father; he obtainecl fr• 

Lord Bathurat pand.aaion to ao to aee th• Colonel either to bring about 

a reconciliation batwan hi.a parent• or• a,re probal>ly, to 1l&b hu 

father take an interut in hi• caner. When be arrived 1n Hobart, 
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he found that h1a father YU about to return to Bnaland, but the 

young aan liked T•••n1a and decided to atay then after be vu 

offered the poeition of Resietrar of Deed• by the nw Lieutanant­

aovemor. Willia Sorell occupied tbia and other illportant poata 

in the colony until the end of bu career. 

WilU ... Sorell aarried a M1•• lteap, daughter of the eccentric 

••ttler who had led th•~ for the recall of hi• father in 1824. 

One of their children YU Julia, Mra. Ward'• aother. Thie urri•a• 

vu aleo unhappy• but tbie ti• it vu the wife who dierupted the 

aarriqe. She ran.,..., ¥1th an army officer lea'rina etranded and 

dqtitute her three d&ughten whom ahe had brought to Enaland for 

their education. 

Safely back in Tuunia, Julia becalN one of the bellq of 

the colonial aociety. Ber dqhter ref en to her great beauty, 2 but 

her portrait painted by Wainevriabt, a foraer tranaported to Tuunia, 

•hon a pleuant but rather thick-necked and chubby young woun. 3 Of 

leaen4ary beauty or not, Julia enchanted Thollu Arnold, the aecond 

■on of Dr. Arnold, and they nre aarried 011 June 12, 1850. 

In coapari■on to that of the Anold■, the 1aportance of the 

Sorell faa11y palq into :f.naipificance. Mre. Ward vu alway• •ery 

couaioua of beina an Arnold, and 1n her M110in after the firat fw 

paaq ehe make■ no aention of her Sorell connectioaa except for a 

puetna reference to a couetn. She appear■ rather uhaaed of the 

colourful faily life of her Sorell arandparenta and 1rut-1randparenta 

and carefully avo:lde 118Dtion of it 1n her meaoir■• 
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A far more r .. pectabl• urriqe wu that of her Arnold 

grandpannte who facacl th• world u a devot-.d aouple. Dr. Arnold, 

who clied at the aa• of 47 in 1842, had, during hi• fourteen year• 

u h•adweater of Rugby, done auch to raiae the moral and acholutic 

tone of public achool education in Bnsland. A liberal theologian 

of couiderabl• atature, be vu the moat illportant leader of the 

Broad Church IIOftUllt of hi• generation. Th• great frieadahip with 

the Worclnortha, dupite th• political diffarencu of the two aen, 

vu an iaportant reuon for th• Arnolda' move tn 1833 to P'oz Bow 

which wu witb:ln val.Jdq diatanc:e of llydal Mount, the poet'a holle.4 

the two widova continued to be friencla and Mn. Ward r~ered being 

taken to ... Mra. Wordnorth in 1856 or 1857.5 She sreatly admired 

Wordnorth and vu influenced by hi• tranacenclentali• ad identifica­

tion of the penon with nature and natural forcu. Bar d.auahter, 

Dorothy Ward, carriecl the f.Uy fNlina for Wordnorth nen further 

by ••eina hu ghoat in 1911.6 

Another iaportant friendahip vu that of the Arnolda with the 

Martinaaua, althoup Harriet MartiMau could not have had v1 ... more 

directly oppoaed to the conaarvatin of Wordaworth. Th• Amolda al80 

•t the Brontu who vera livina not too far away, ad the blO f ..Uiu 

call-4 upon each other.7 

The Doctor and hu wife had uine children, five aou and four 

dauahten. Th• eld .. t aon, Matthew, wu the lead1n1 Mllber of the 

Arnold faaily of hia 1enaration. In adclition to writina poetry and 

crit:1.ul vorb, he had a valuable career u an wpector of Education. 
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Like hi• father I Mattbev wu in th• vaquard of th• intellectual life 

of hi• day; and like hie father, h• held advanced theological vi.,.. 

Th• ••cond eon, Thomu the younger, or Tom, who va• Mary 

Auguata'• father, ..... to haft been overehadowed by bu di•tinguiebed 

8 and succueful father and elder brother. Deapite hi• ability h• IMlftr 

eettled down and eetabliebed himself. Tom vent up to Oxford in 1842 

and became c1oee friend• with Arthur Hush Clough, the poet. ham 

1843 to 1845, TOil wu a aaber of an intellectual aociety at Oxford 

called the Decade; other M111,ere included Jowett, Arthur Stanley, 

Hartley Coleridge ancl Matthew Arnold. 

Dhcontented with the life and institution.a of Britain, Toa 

decided to eeak a nev life at th• other eid• of the world, in N• 

Zealancl, where bu father had bought a two hundred acre fam near 

Wellin,gton and a lot ill the town. 9 ldulht• eeldoa uke aood famen 

and Toa failed. In 1848 the newly appointed Governor of Ta...uta, Sir 

Willia Deni•on, h•ftina that a aon of Dr. Arnold of Buaby and an 

Oxford man with a firat-olue dearee wu in New Zealand, offered bill 

the poat of Inspector of Primary Education in Tumania.10 Tom accepted 

and went to Hobart where he •t hie rife. 

Eve in the early year• of their aarriaae probl ... aroae Oftr 

reltaion. Julia Arnold, a etr:lctly Orthodox Proteatant, vu •hocked 

by her huabancl' • liberal ad alaoet heretical Vi.we. He wu moat un­

willina to have their firat childrea bapti•ed.11 Then, in 1853, he 

began to , .. 1 a ayateriou prusur• which 1apelled hill to send for 

Rftll&ll'• Tract• for th• Tille•, wen thouah he had nnar bothered to 

ao to hear Nftll&ll preach at Oxfom. After eoaa aontha of thoupt be 
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vu received into th• Joun Catholic Chui-ch in OCtober 1854. Bu 

wif•• 11lce aoat of the Ta-ND;lan aettlen atronaly anti-Catholic. 

wu hofflfiecl by thia deoiaion. At the b .. llml:01 of 1856 vhen hia 

COlffllHiOD vu widely known, Toa .Anold hM to lift up hia edu.,.. 

tioul work•• ftad:lng 1'0 other poat1 h• returned to Bnglaa4 ¥1th 

bill wife and childr•. Wh• they arrived eafely back 1n Bnalad 

after• rouah pueqe, the three aall ohilclna wn left ¥1th their 

aradaother at J'ox Bow While Toa Arnold 1oou4 for a job. Be appeal.eel 

to•-- and founcl • poat tuchiq uader hill at th• pnJectecl catholic 

Uniftnity 1n Dul,1:1.n. Mary Auguta atayec.t at l'oa Bow which becaae her 

hoat. llcMn'er • when her father becae clue:1.ce ... ,er at th• Oratory 

School ah• njoiud her faily at lklabuton nur 11111:1.ngball. 

Dr. Arnold'• third 90D, Willia Delafield Anold, wu like 

'l'oa. a rut1ua and idealiatic J'OUDI aa.12 Me,...ted by the 141-...a 

and ateriltty of Wa at Osford, he left at the aa• of twenty without 

tak:lna bill clean• and joined th• Iudlu. ...,. ta Wta h• ,,.. ... 

aon eboobd .at the Yiciowa idlenua of the life le4 by offlcen and 

he began to write the largely autobioaraphical IIO'ftl oakfWd which 

bitterly attacbd the abuau of Br:l.tieh rule. 

In 1850 Willia Anold •rried an4 aa-4 happier, hut he 

continued writ OD hie DOftl. which vu fiUlly pubU.hed tn 18.53, jut 

after he had bNll :l.lmlltded hoaa to lngland. Aa Hl'a. Buaphry Ward 

r .. arda the DOft1 u euffer1ag fl'OII ltugby earautneaa which o.er-

... t•r• in it --, purely aniatic !lapulau, it aaat haft .,.. a very 

earnut work :l.nclMd.13 
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111 apit• of Ida poor health, Willia Arnolcl retu.med to hdia to 

becoae Director of Public lducaU.on in the Punjab at th• ea.d of 

1855. l>uf.lla th• honor• of the Mutiny and it■ afteruth, he aana1•4 

to do valuable work at th• coat of w•ken:tng bu health. rollowina 

Ida vif•'• death in 1858, and after endina the four ...U children 

hoM by ehlp, W111illll Arnold took the overland rout• back to Europe. 

But hie health vu failina ad he d1e4 at Gibraltar in the b•a:tnnin1 

of 1859. 'th• orphau ven adopt-4 ~7 their aunt, Jae ror■t•r, ad 

her hu■1>a4, w.1. roratu, and they took the nae of .Arnolcl-J'orater. 

Ona of th•, Oakeley Amold-ronter, later bee ... a not .... r,­

auccuaful Secretary of State for War in A.J. Balfour'• cabinet. 

Like hie older brother■, ldward ••nro•• An.old, the fourth 

aon, fOUIMl hie vocation in education an4 vu a aucca•ful, if not 

dtatiqu:labed, lupector of 8choola 111 DeVOll ad Corawall from 1860 

until bl.a c!Mth ill 1878.14 The fifth eon, Walter Arnold, defied the 

fllld.17 tr..U.Uon ad after• •pell in the Royal Na'91 and Durha 

Umftl'■ity, he wnt into bu■inu■• l!S 

The eldut of th• A.mold dauptan, Jae, vu an :f.Dtelliaent 

VOUD., no in 1850 urriecl w .1. ronta, • l•adina Quaker an4 the 

politician nepoul'bl• for Che Bducat:lon Act of 1870, buc he vu not 

at all tuccu•ful u Chief See3retqy for Inlaad flOII 1880 to 1882 1n 

Oladatone'• ••ecmd laftrnMDt. Ba'fina DO GhilAr• of their OWII, they 

had villbaly helped look after Toa Arnold'• children after Che1r 

ard.Yal froa Tann1a and lat•r th-, adopted WUU.. Arnolcl • • orphaned 

children. Jana Jor■tu an.cl her lifeloq friend, Harriet Muttauu, 

anatly adairecl th• work of the Brontu, particularly Charlott• 
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Bl:01:lt•'• Jane Bt!•• Jane Ponter wrote an interatina latter about 

tbe 'ri.eit aha and her hual>and aada 111 1850 to Charlott• Bronte, who 

bu been U.viDg alone aince the death of her aiat•r• •
16 

The aecoad Arnold daughter, Mary, wu widowed young, ad 

•rri• u her aecoad bu.bad a c1ara,un called Mr. Tvinina• A 

ben liberal and dtacipla of P.D. Maurice, •h• abocked her hual>and'• 

Tory parlahtonan.17 The third a:later, Suaan Arnold, aarrled a Mr. 

Cropper and wnt to li'ft in Li•erpool.
11 

The younaut aiater, 

hancu Arnold, nner •rr1ed ad apent aome tiae looktna after 

Huy Aupeta Arnold, whoa aha tau,bt to nad.19 

Like hi• parent&, TOIi Arnold had quite a laqe fllllily. Then 

wn •iaht children and the four boya nn baptiaecl in the r.Uaion 

of their father who, narettina hia COll'ftnion to C.tholicia, bad 

ntun.ed to the Anglican Church for aleft:ll year• before be:lna racoa.­

wrted to th• I.OIIAll Catholic faith. The girla were baptiaecl in th• 

raligtoa. of their w,ther, who rrdned atauncbly Protuta.t. TboM 

who had th• cloaut relatlonahip with Mary Auguata wen her aiater, 

Julia, a.cl her brother, Willia. Julia, who urried Leonard Buxl.ay, 

the aon of T.B. Bwdey, vu a hi.ply intelligent woaan, who ran a nry 

auccuatul achool at Prtonfield froa 1902 until her cluth in 1908. 

!!!!_ Tiau ducribed Pd.onfield u among the aoat auccuaful 

1trla' achoola in !ql.ad. It catera4 for •tahty boal:dara, aatnly 

froa diatinguiahad failiu ad Julia Huxley vu an excel.lent teacher 

of Jmaliah literature and a .,.,.thetic and liberal tuchar of nlia­
. 20 
ion. Both Julia and Leonard Huxley were not ao much intenated in 

their om auccua u that of their children in whoa the blood of both 
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the lluxleya encl the Arnolds flond1 

bowina that he would nner acid.-.. the 
br111tancua of ht• father h• (LMurd) looked 
forward to the pzoduct of th• Bwdey and the 
Arnold blood. If only jud1--t eou1cl be aua­
pended until T.B. '• grandchildnn wen deployed 
upon the world, then the world would understand. 
Julia Arnold, u confident of the .Anold blood 
.. !AoDarcl of the Rusley, thouaht much th• .... 
way. Hothina would be a110INl4 to block the 
prospect• of the childftll11 for whoa nothing but 
the b .. t vu euitahle-and froa whoa nothing but 
the beat would be tolerat.t.21 

Julia ad t.eonud Husl.ey ••• to haft prowd their arpaeut by the 

aucc••• of their aou • Sir Julia ad Aldoua Budey. ildoua Huxley 

later ■pent quite ■OM tfme after th• death of bu aother with th• 

Warda at Stocke. 

Willia Arnold becaae quit• • SUCCM•ful journaliat Ol'l the 

Manchuter Ouardiaa ad a private teacher at Oaford. Another brother, 

J'rancia, became a doctor act ht.a•• vu killed in the 1914-1918 War. 

'l'h..Sore u only Mationed u a boy 1oin1 to achool at the Oratory 

School. One aiater, Ethel, rema:luid UIIIIAffled and another, Lucy, 

-ffied Dr. 1.c. Sel:w,1111 the heedwaater of Upptnah,w ad loat two 

eons in th• l'trat World war. 

While srorina up, TOil Arnold•• children were again diaturbed 

by a chana• in hta religion. In 186411 by llCN' head cluas.c. muter at 

the Oratory School, he vu prorlng too liberal for •--• Th• 

occasion of th• quarrel vu that th• foraer had given• boy a pr1•• 

for tra•latiq a book by Dr. Dolltna•r who•• liberal interpretation 

of R.oun Catholic doctrine vu not in fnour with the clerical author­

itt ... 111186.5, Arnold left the loaa1l Catholic Church and rejoined 
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th• Anglican Ccl mton. Be aettlecl with hill f..Uy in Ozford and 

while tutoring privately be began to uke a reputation for Mllaelf 

by b1a atudiu in Early lqliah. He vaa ao auccuaful that ha atood 

a aoocl chance of be:f.ns elected to the Prof .. aorabip of Bal'ly Bnaliab 

in 1876.22 
lut for yeara hi• fatly bad been word.eel by hi.ti aoatal­

sia for loM and the poaaibility of hi• nCODYel'a:lou. Their llincla 

were not aet at net by ht• habit of autter1ng the Latin prayer• 

while attendiq BYenaona. .A.a vu feared, jut before the crucial 

election be vu receiffd into the ltollaii Catholic Church asun, thua 

puttina • end to hia hopu of vinnfna the chair. BONftr, be n­

u~ned in Ozford for at 1 ... t part of ..-ery year, eft1l after 1882 

when he besan teachtna at the Royal Univeraity iD Dublin. After the 

death of hi.a wife in 1888 • T• Arnold aettled penaaently in DubliD 

where ha later r...nted.23 

Aa a child, Mary Auauata A.mold had &YOidecl NM of thue 

tunoila by living at !'oz Bov or by beiDg nay at 1cbool. In 18'8 

abe had 1ou to the achool at Auluide iun by Kua ADDe Clouah, 

aiater of the poet, and later bud of Nenhaa College, Cabrid1•• 

fl'OII the bea:f.llDina of 1862 ontil the ad of 186.5 ah• vu very 

unhappy at• achool in lh,:opahtra where Mgnal.1'• Quuciou, a 

book of quutiou ad annera that the child had to lam by hurt, 

vu atill the c.-..on textbook. Iha enjoyed the J.aat year and a half 

of her acboolina at Mi•• May'• achool which vu rather aon expeuive 

than the aohool run by Hua Daviu. In her ...,in, Mn. Ward baa 

little good to aa, of her ■choolingi 
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Aa far u intellectual tra:tntna vu concerned, 
my n!M yun froa eeven to aht•en nr• practiully 
wut•d· I lurnt nothing thoroughly or accurately, 
and the Guua., Prench, and Latin, which I •oon d:ta­
covered aft• my aattiage to be u•ent1Al to th• kind 
of literary work I wanted to do, had t.11 to b• 24 
ra-1.umt before they could be of ,my rul u• to•• 

After leaving achool in 1867 at the qe of •t:xteen, Mary 

Arnold joyfully plunaed uto the life of the uuiveraitJ town where 

her parent• aMINd to have ••ttled down at lut. Particularly k1Dd 

to the airl who becae their ardent aupporter 1n th•ir fiaht againat 

the conservative cbUl"chaen at Chriatchurch wen Jowett, who beeae 

Muter of Balliol 1n 1870, and th• Patthona-h• vu llector of 

LinGoln and ah• later 11&1T1ad Sir Charlu D11ke after the duth of 

Mark Pattiaon. 

During th .. • early day• at Oxford, ahe alao ude fd.enda with 

th• Pater•' Dun Stanley, the Mandell Creiahtou-h• vu to becOM 

liahop of London-J.I.. creen., th• hiatorian, and T.H. GrNll, the 

pbiloaopher. Other dtat1quiabed acqua:tntanc .. included the nnelbt, 
. 25 Ceorae 111ot, and the hutol'f.ane, Tatne, J'roude, and Treaan. 

Al •h• rubbed ahouldera with auch dutinguiahed f:taur••• it 

1• not aurpriatna that MQy Arnold upind to be a acholar and a 

writer. lier work 1n the lodleun oa. the urly Church 1n Spain 

enablecl her to contribute the bioaraphiu of aeveral Spasdah church­

aen. to th• Dicticmal'Y of Chriatiau Biography 1n 1877. 26 Her fir■t 

publication vu a atory 1n 'l'h• Churclman'• Myuine 1n 1870 and h•r 

fint acholarly work v .. an article 01l the Po ... del CU which 

appeared 1n MaC111llall'• 1n 1872. Durtna the 1nent1 .. ah• wo 
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became a contributor to the Saturday J.tevtw.27 

At the end of 1870 Mary Mt Thomu Humphry Ward, eon of a 

London rector and J'ellow and Tutor of Braaenoa• College, Oxford. 

Dun Stanley officiated at their wed41ns on April 6, 1872. Th• youq 

couple moved into a ...U houae in North Oxford and aettled down ftry 

happily to the aca4811ic and •ocial life of Oxford in tb• eeventiu. 

Mr•. Ward alway• looked back on tbi■ period u the happt••t tiae of 

her ltfe.28 

The Wada var• eapeeia11y friendly with the Patera, who 11•ed 

oppo■tte th• and var• influenced by Walter Pater'• abptici• and 

hi.a dt■beltef in Chrt■tianity. Mary Ward tella bow Pater caued great 

couterution at a dinner pan, by telling the ftry High Church wife 

of a well-ltnovn i,rof .. aor that no reuonable penon could be expected 

to govem h:u life accordina to the opfm.on■ &ild actiou of a 11&11 who 

died over eighteen centud ... a90. Tha prof .. aor and h:ltl wife walked 

out of the d:I.Dner paty.29 

1 .. :1.d .. her •tudie• which var• to lead to her beat-aelltna 

noftl, Mr■• Ward vu very buay with WC111an'a education at Oxford. 

Workf.na with Mr•• Creiabton, wife ot the future Bishop of tond011 and 

a elo•• friend, and with Mr•. Mu Muller , BngU.ah wife of the dtatin­

piahtd Ceruu Ortental:ltlt and philologiet who had introduced the atudy 

of comparative philology to Bqland, eh• oqan1se4 the ftret ••n .. of 

lectur•• for women :ln oxford. Thue lecture• wr• ao aucca1aful that 

they led to the Qtabllilaant of Soaeni.lle Ball, of which Mre. Ward 

30 wu th• firat eeeretary. 
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A ruit to Pan.a in th• Cbd.atue vacation of 1874 

atreagthened Mn. Wa'Cd'• hancophile .,._.,eth:l .. which had prntoualy 

been uouead 1,y Matthw Arnold'• l••!I• in Crltf.ci• publiehed ta 

1868. n. Warde wer• enchanted by Pane and the J'rench on their 

fir•t of uny viaita to Prance. Aned with aany lntroductiou to 

11tera'I')' and arti■ttc cf.rel .. in Pane, the Warda Mt__,. people 111 

thelr abort bolf.clay. hoe Ma Muller they had an iutrocluctlon to 

lmut llaan, the diatillaui■had philoaopher and pbiloloaiat who•• 
influa.ca on Mr•. Ward wu arut, particularly after Id.a viait to 

Oxford 1n aprtn, 1880. Ma ltil.ler al.ao introduced the young couple 

to Madne Kohl, who had been "'-'laM lacader'• protea-• and who, at 

the qe of eipty,-one, wu at:Ul holding a aalon in the Rue de Bae. 

J>urtng thu 'dett tu, renanct their aequatntance with Taine, the 

1rut lnncb hhtortan who had 'ri.1itad Ozford in 1871 and they aw for 

the ff.rat tf.M Sarah Bernhardt p1.aytn1 Pbidre at the Thutre rrau,-u. 

Other diatingui•hed aen they .. t includ.S OU ton Paru, head of rrench 

philolo17 at the Collese de Prcce and franco18 Chanau, who WU to 
J 

becoae the editor of the a.we de■ deus Mondu. 8utdu Ian.an, the 

••t illportaat new friend wu ldllond Scherer, Senator and literal')' 

critic who edited Aid.el•• Journal Intiae which he gave to Mr•. Ward to 

t•araalate 1n 1884.31 

By 1880 ad 1881 the Wada van lookhg beyond the acada.ic 

world of Korth Oxford. In April 1880, Rnaa'• 'Vi.alt to Oxford coatri­

b1atecl to the ftul moulding of Mr•• Ward'• political and nl:laioua 

philo■ophy. Belifflllg tu the arutocntic ideal and fHling that the 
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sn&t .. t aood of the gnat .. t number vu a clanaeroua illuaion, 

Iman Mintatned that th• a1II of each aeueration. vu to real.is• 

throuab a fw choaen epirit• an ideal eupt1rtor to that of th• 

prffioue ...,.ration. Be etr .. aed the eolidarity betvMn th• choaen 

fw and th& ...... which produce th•i uch arou,p had a duty to the 

other. lec:auea he could a.either accept eccl .. wtical authority nor 

th• Jloun Catholic doctrine, lt.anan had a:tvn v.p bu atu4:l .. for th• 

prt .. thooct, and in 1862 he had uouaect • atom when in h1a inaugural 

lecture u Prof ... or of Bnrw and Chaldaic t.anguag .. of th• College 

4e l'ranc• he had declared that Juua Chriat vu an incalparable un.32 

Couequently, he had baa euapended froa h1a Chair. Yet, ha vu at:f.U 

religioua and 1duliat1c, 1,ut fl'OII a h1n•n:tetic rather than fro. a 

diYine point of viw. 

In 1880 Hr•. Wad wrote Milly and Olli• which vu publuhecl 

the follawiaa year. 'l'he 110cl .. t ncc .. a of thia tale for children buecl 

on her 8\IIUr bOlidaya with her f .:tly in 1879 encouraged her d .. ira to 

write fiction. 

OM of the laapton tecturu aiwu in March 1881 by the llff. 

John Word.north, arut-nephw of the poet and later liahop of Salt.bury, 

vu a tul'Ding poiAt in Mn. Ward'• life.33 Wordaworth'• •laehins attack 

on the Broad Churc!men, Stanley, Jowett, T.11. Craan and Mattb• Arnold 

eo araaect her that abe wrote a paphlet arauina agaiut th• aen.on. 

Although this pamphlet vu withdran within a few houn of betAa put 

on •ale becauae it lacked the printer'• nae, it 1• taportant u • 

atatemant of th• th .. of the IIOftl. aobert n ... ra.34 
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ID Hay 1880 Buapbry Varel wu offered th• poeition of writer of 

luclen for The Tf.Ma and the Warcla 1Mmld to Loadoa in euly 1881. In 

th• capital, u tn Ozfon, the Warcla were buay with their faily, two 

daupten-Dorothy and Janet-ad a aon, Arnold, bom in 1874, 1876, 

and 1879. Lib their father, the children •- ahadowy fiaUru in 

coapanaon to their •th•r, who ha4 a ponwful penoaality ad who u 

the yun wat by, becae •re ancl aore th• centre arou:a4 which the 

lif• of the f..Uy rewlftd. Arnold becaaa a clo•• political clueiple 

of bu •tiler an4 u an ultra-c:ouenatiw UniOldat MP for Wut Bert­

forclahire frm 1910 to 1911 eandna the niob- of ''Kaber for Mn. 

Buaphry Ward".35 

Dorothy M'ftr ll&ffiad and beca1111 her aother'• aecretar, ad 

coapasw,D, alao ••rvina 011 comdtt ... for her and nura1q her u eha 

arw olcler. Juet urned Ceora• Trnelya and did cauae a f..Uy 

fua• at the ap of 1linetw by wkiq a epeac:h in aupport of th• 

auffr .. ettu. Sh• not• A Short Biatory of the Itali&D People and 

the wry dull We of Mn. Buaphry Ward. Th• fact that throupoue th• 

bioaraphy Janet refen to her aotb•r u Mn. Buaphr, Ward 11vu a 

rather folt>id41ng iapruaiOD of th• f..Uy relatiouhip. The dvJla••• 

of Janet'• writf.na aay be partly due to the fact that froa th• aa• of 

■nentMD to tvaty-at her mother'• nuution-eh• vu tranalathg 

into lqliab a IIOIWINDtal work on th• B• Tutwnt by a Genum 

■cbolar, Moll Jiiliobar. 36 

Mn. Wud'• doe1nant role in her fmdly 1a not ODly apparmt 

froa her -,1.ra ud her daupter' • bioanphy • but al■o fzoa the coa­

MDta of other 'ri.aitora. Mith WhartOD, vbo •t the Wada for th• 
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firat ti• 1n 190, nfen to "the affectionate deference towarda the 

houaeho14 calebrity".37 Gertrud• lell. the nll-lmon traveller. 1n 

1896 wrote a clucripttcm of a 1uDch aha had with the Varda 1n norence, 

I lunched with the Vara. Kr•. Ward vu a great 
dear; I don't think •h• looka ftry bad• but •h• 1• 
fearfully unoue about h•r•elf• which 1a a dia ... • 1n 
1teelf, and all her fatly •it around and •hake their 
haada at her, which 1a aoet dapn••ina. 38 

'DI• ill health which Mn. Ward eelllllld to "enjoy" •tarted durina the 

•iahti• with writer'• crap &D4 durina th• ninetiu aam.futed iteelf 

iu •harp paiu 1n the lea•• 'l'bere vu 80M theory of a •hiftina kidney. 

Wbat.nr vu wrona with her, ah• did unaa• to lead au uceptioully 

bll8J aD4 actift Ufa until her death when •h• vu aurly enenty. Ber 

MDy actin.tiu 11U8t haw made Mn. Ward feel rather tired at tillu. 

lu 1899 Gertrude Bell had 1uD.ch with Warde apin, thi• Um 

1n loM. Sh• wrote to her 110ther1 

Mra. Ward vu atnMly kind. She and I walked 
about the Carrao. till tea, after which •ha took• into 
her •1tt1Da rooa aad ahoncl • her preface to Jaue ~• 
ftry aood I thoupt--ao did ahel 'Now thia 1a ao true• 
•ha eaid, poiutina to a pu•• .. 1n an iapenonal vayl 
ic ..... r 111nd, •h• vu a anat dear. They pn••ed • to 
return after Athau. l ehould haft libel to haft •~ 
with th•• though th• ataoephen 1a a little raretw.39 

Mn. J. eo.,,u Carr• owner of th• R• Gallery at the end of the 

nineteenth century, atwa a character18tic picture of Mn. Wards 

Another celebrity who vu alvaya eurrounded by au 
adorina crowd vu Kre. Huaphny (eic) Ward, but, while 
Lily Lanatry'• coterie bad a dacidecl ... culine preponder­
ace, Mn. Ward'• vu coapoeed •t1nly of waaan. Althoup 
--, declared that they adaired her intellect, Mn did not 
•- to can to break throuah th1a circle of faithful fe­
aal.u, aud I doubt if th• nowliat eftr noticed their 
ab••ca. MJ ••t n.vid .-ory of her that day vu ••eina 
her •tancUna 1n front of o.r. Watte' 'Anaal of Death', 40 pointina out ita •traup buutiu to her rapt dnoteu. 
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Mra. Ward'• ••riouaneae wu portrayed by Mu Beerbohm'• cartoon. 41 

Matthew Arnold in carpet al1ppen and a l'Ullpled •u1t ie lounging 

•aaiut th• wall with h1• elbow on the mantelpiece and emiling 

eardonically down at the QfflUt liaure in front of him. Standing 

Up primly :f.n. front of her uncle 1e Mr•. Ward dreaaed u a child with 

her hair tightly pulled back and tied with a ribbon. The caption 

rQdel "To him, Mi•• Mary Auguata, hie niece: 'Why, Uncle Matthew, 

oh vhy, will not you be alway• wholly aarioud"' 

Once th.,. wre ••ttled in Loudoa in 1881 th• Warda found that 

they bad introductiou to many differea.t circles of London aociaty, 

to literaEJ, joumalS..tic, art:l•tic, political and diplomatic l•ad•ra. 

Julia Arnold'• marriage to Leonard Huxley brought new friend• and 

acquaintaucea. Th.,. met auch politid.ana u Lord Goachen, Jo•aph 

Chalb•rlain and Ceoraa Clemenceau. They alao mat auch lum:luariu u 

Lorcl Acton and Robert Browntna. n.,. beaama friendly with the American 

.Allbuaador Lowell and with hie wceuaor•, Hay, Bayard, and Choate. 

Through l'redarick Wh1tri4ae, an Aaerican who aarrlad Matthew Arnold'• 

da\aahtar, Lu4y, Mra. Ward later met Theodol'e lloo•evalt. Their oloaut 

Aaeriaan friend, however, wu the novelillt BenEJ Jaaa. whoa th.,. met 

in 1882 at Che houaa ot Andrew Lang, poet, •tuclent of folklore and 

anthropolo11 • and hutorian of Scotland. They also knew l•••Ung 

arttate lib Bume-Jonu. Allla-Tadema and G.r. Watta. The artiatic 

connectf.ou wr• aon particularly important after 1884 vhen Jhaphry 

Ward became art critic for !ha Tillea. 
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Kra. Warcl concet....S a ,nat admiration for ona of "The 

Soula". Laura Tennant. who WU to b•COM the vif• of Alfhcl 

Lyttelton. aucc:u■or to Chaberlain u Secntary of State for Che 

Coloniu in 1903. Other bn1Uant ...,.n of '"l'h• louh"-aa 

u■ootatlon of ludiag --•n of London IOCl1et1 who ehancl 

inta11ectual and ... chetic. interute--v:lth whoa th• Warde becMle 

aoquaiated, wen Maqot Tenn.amt, later the wife of Bel'bert Aaquith, 

u4 tb• Balfoui- brotben--0.rald, vho ... to be a cabl.Mt Mtldet•1', 

and Arthur. th• future hrf.M Ktn1eter. 

Although John Morley bu attacQd her maol•'• hancllJ.aa of 

Inl.aad. Nrt. V&r\l became a clo•• friend of th• Liberal politiciaD 

and biographer of G1ad.etone, She had bMA odatnallJ ~c llldecl to 

Morley bJ Jowett and baton 1UYiq Ozford had bHD contributiq 

piecea to Pall Mall• then b•ha edited by Norley. Later editor of 

*•111•'• fna 1883 to 188.5. Morley ilffitecl Mn. Ward to writ• 

for the periodica1. 

All th1II vritlna aaw her •...,_re wn.tal''• crap and froa 1883 

until 1891 vhD •h• becae a dutrlct nurae in Iha lut loc1 of London, 

Kua Gertrude Ward, her ,ouna aiater-tn-lav, c:ae to live with th• 

f..U.7 ill ltu.aeeJ.1 Stun• and acted u th• author'• ••cntary. 

liptHD eiahty-four wu a particularly buay yea with the writtna 

and publieatf.on of articlu. Mr■• Ward'• fint aovel, Mia• lretherton, 

and her tnulation of Aa1.e1' • Joul'D&l Intille. Aaiel had been a lwu• 

Bu,aunot .,..etc deeply influaGN by Hegel. Jowett conaidend hia 

42 wrk "a curi.owt GGllbillation of ekeptid.aa and nliaioua f..Una". 
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The tranalation wtiich appeared at th• end of 1885 arouecl a liaitecl 

enth111tua, lKat Gladatou did nad le with interut.43 

ln 18tl, pruuaably u • reault of Mn. Wud'• fiuncia1 

euccua, the f..U.y .vecl to a aacb bettei- a&lrua-Grornaor Square--

which they kept u their London hoM uncU the be1tnn:Sn1 of the Hut X 
World Wu. At the eame time, they nn looking for a place in th• 

COUlltJry. Th-, had enjoyacl leuina Bor,oup fan for uae in Mlllllet' 

ao.cl at the neken.d1 froa 1883 to 1890, but th• they hacl built a houee 

call.eel Graynood BMcbu near Bul .. re. Th• area proftd too auburban 

and orowdecl1 ao in 1892 they built a bouea at Stocke -.r Aldbury and 

thie wu their holla for the rut of their 11.vu. 

After the publication of Robert BhMn tn 1888 aad• Mr■• Ward 

a celebrity, aha took her po■1t10ll .. a 41.atlllguuhecl author w~ 

••d.ouely and worked ha.rel in aany fialda until her death ill 1920. 

Baidu writing nuaerou■ lona not'ela, ■h• wrote political, nliaioua, 

and aooial paapbl•t• aa4 produc:ecl thrM boob Oil BqlaDd'• war effort 

in the ftr1t World War. She wrote articl• and prefacu aad appula, 

ancl wu a coutant corrupoa,dent to 'l11e ..... Tt .. •---•. She ud• epeechu, 

opened bu11diqa an4 buaan and 1pent aueh tiae and effort on 

political, eoUal, ad educational ca•••• She al■o tr.,..lled acen ... 

aively 110t oal.y in Britain, ha.ca, ad Xtaly • but al■o to the United 

Statu and Canada. Juat before ■he died. •h• wu Olla of the ■enn 

choaen to be th• flr■t f-.ale Juatic•■ of th• Puca an4 wu invited 

by the Um.vereity of lcH.Dburp co nc:.eive th• hoaoruy degna of LL.D. 

Alt:houth ahe ..... to be allloet compl•t•ly foqotten toda7, there 1e 

little doubt that in her tiM Mre. Huaphry Ward WU • ludfna and 
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hiply rupeot .. ftaur• ta• wide variety of bUMD ectivitiu. 

In ha later aaner, aha vu aot naarded u a anat IIOftliat by 

the oritiu, 1,v.t bar eoda1 and politiaal work kept bar wry aClh 

111 the pu1,lio .,. until bar death • 

• 
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ltl8 • JlUMfDr WAID• I llOVIL8 

l>upite her IIIDJ activitiaa Mn. Huapbry Ward vu, and u. 
1> .. t lmowa u a writer of DOftle. Today,.,,. thouah fw haft ru.4 

her boob• •h• ta r1■ I lncl prillaril.7 u an author act Ml' political 

act aocial work 1a laqaly foqottesa, aeept for tho•• probl ... with 

which eo aach of her vritiaa vu concel'Dlld. Thoup ah• 1a ltiOlf n-

1anec1 u a Id.Dor ff.pr•-. Vlotorun author•• • .,,.ral of her 

DOftla; •pec1ally Ml' earlier emu, eQjo,ed coutct.rable critieal. 

and popular acalaS■ tn their day. 

ID 1814, iatenated ill th• brilliat auccu• of the Merica 

actru1 • Mal'y Aaderaoa, Mra. Ward wrote hel" firat novel tor dulta­

!!!• lrethertoa. Publiahed by Ma•UJ • • • 1n Dectllber 1884, tM.a vu 

the etory of a beautiful but •hallow act.,... fJ:Oll th• Wut Indiu who 

vu enjoying a popular IUC4Ua althoup l•okSna the qualittu of a 

true utlat.1 The hei:o of the DOYel 1a a rich lawyer, lutace 

l'.adaU • who la 110h inteN9ted in echolarly purauita than 1a the 

practice of the l•. Bu elcler auter hu unied a Presach Senator 

and Buataca u u at holla ill Paruiasl ,c,cwaey u he 1• ill London. 

After -ting Iaabal at a tu party, Buataca aou to IH her perfor­

aaace, but dqpit• her duaJ.tna beauty outag•, he 1a not at all 

i■pruatcl by her actf.Da. lftD thoup •h• 1a a popular •ucaHe, eh• 

1a not a anat actrua, •h• 1a wa1t in 1pe1ldn1, ah• hu bad taate, 

- 41 -
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ad u "taooapet•t &lld. unpram.aiq u aa acu,".2 linerthel.Ne, 

Iaabe1 ad lwataoe an attnct..t to uc:h other. 

llurtna of • MV play by Wallacae, a -11-bon ad hiahlJ 

nepected playwriaht' leabel W&llU the title role. but both Wallace 

and lutaee feel that the put would be too 41ff1cult for her. X-1,el 

le ftl'J upnt, but ehe IIHkly accepb their opinion 11114 aoea to Burope 

for a holiday with the further tDtantioD of beaefittna fl'Oll th• e4uoa­

t1oul advaataau of tr.el. IR Vai&• •he ... u luatace'• aiater and 

her huban4, the l'nneh Senator, ad it 1a thu couple "'10 take her 111 

had, encouaae her to lum franch and ct.-..J.op her artiatic ad cul­

tural poNn. Her taleat• flower uaioally a4 Wallace 1a corn.need 

that leabel :la now a OOUU1a&te artut, worthy of th• title role of 

llnra. luatace aanu, eltbouab ha 1a df.etul'becl by th• tboupt that 

vha Ieab•l becOMa a truly anat artiat ad actrue ehe "111 be loat 

to hJa 'b--.e of th• "•end• of her e&rMr. Be nobly awid• b.er. 

Boftftr, h1a et.tu naU.au that thu• two 10ft eaeh other and with 

her dJina breath •h• tellA lwltac• to offer bu love to leabe1. Th• 

lo.en an b.eppily reunited. 

Thu happy wina did not appeal to 1lenry J .... , who regarded 

the book .. "delicate and dietillauUhecl", but wiebecl that Iaabel ''had 

bMa carried away fl'Oll r.ad•ll altoaether, can1.ecl way~, th• curr•t 

of her artf.etic life, the eud4en 1rowth of her poNr".3 Mandell 

Cntahton, later It.hop of London and an old fd.end froa Oxfor4, 

thouaht that Mr•. Ward heel writt• the book "a a critic aot u a 

crutor".4 Ma1.nly f&'f'Ollral>le cc, 1antt UM froa other clUtinpdabecl 
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oritiu ltke Waltar Patar, Johll Morley• aacl ldaond lchenr. 5 1'hU 

1,ook'• th ... of the navCOMr who, after a ildtial Mtback, aat.u by 

dfoft adld.ttanc• to the utabliahed •lie. ta oa that fnqutlltly 

ncura in Mn. Ward'• hook■ ad it ta in accord With her couenatift 

but not nactioaar, aoe:lal ad political n.,.. 
Yet Mu• lntherton vu only a abort trial run 1a th• world 

of fiction ••ton the vritina of a aaah aor• Db:lttoua won. llne• 

attendiq the Baapton Lecture in apriq 1881, Mn. Ward had J.onaecl 

to vrit• a •Jor NOit pnant:lq to the P'lblic the probl• of a 

af.Rcerel.1 r.Ua:lou ancl liberal paraon who find• that h• ca no lona•r 

accept the doctr:lnu of the BatabU.hed Church, particularly thoa• 

naudtq 111racJ.u. The hero, lobert Blaere, hu to i..... the 

Analiun ao-mton and atruaal• throuah a apt.ritual w1J4emeaa befon 

fladtna ••'NldtJ In a MV ap:lritul life. CoAtr•ted to the hero 1a 

hia Wife, Cathertae, a1ao a deeply relJ.aioua ad aeqf.U.•• penon, but 

■h• cmmot undentaa4 hov her buabad un defy the wiad• built up 

owr the etmturiu and leave th• Batablf.■hecl Church. There :1a no 

doubt that lobert 11.wr• vu plannad u a now1 of reliatoua a4 

aooial propaganda for the lroad Church_,,, mat u 1aterpnte4 b7 

Hr■• Buaphl'J' Wal'd. 

th1a aort of book vu not new to Jnaliah literature, although 

little of that 1em:• had been written af.11ce the aiddle of the nine­

teenth catur)'. Mn. Wud vu vrit:lq ill accordac• with the aid­

V:lctoriaa tradition of Una■ley'■ Alton Loeke, •---•• Loe• and Cain, 

fl'OIMle'■ 1'-■ia of Faith, or of D:lcuna. 
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lobert 11-r• vu atartad in the autuma of 1886, but it wu 

rejected by Mac-Ula'• after they bad•-- •OIN of th• early cbap­

ten, on the gzounda that the aubjact wu not 11kel.y to appeal to 

the lritiah public. So Mn. Buaphry Ward took her work to Mr. George 

8111th of Saith, Bldar and Co., the fiDI which bad publiahed the DOY•la 

of Charlotta Bronte. tu May 1886, •h• recaiftd an aclvan~ of £2.oo, 

and a.ors• Saith bee ... not only Mn. Warcl • • publuhar for th• rut 
6 of bu life, but alao her dear friend. 

Although •h• had hoped to finiah the novel 1n a year, Mn. 

Ward found :lt both lona•r and aora difficult to write than aha had 

anticipated. On March 9, 1887 ah• coaplated th• firet draft which 

atill had to be ahortened cona:lderal,ly • . Partly becauaa •h• vu ttra.d 

and worried about her aothar 1fho vu dytng of cancer, it took nearly 

a ,eu to reduce the DOYal to .i..-nn hundred pqu, which would ub 

thr.. convenient voluau. The ao.el vu publiahed on February 24, 

1888. 

!ha character• 111 Robert Blnare were derived partly fzoa 

Mra. Ward'• circle of friend• an4 acquaintancu. T.H. Green vu the 

model for Remy Grey, into who•• aouth the author actually puta HM 

of the pub1t.ehecl vorda of T.H. Green. The appearaace of the Squire, 

but not hia character, :la very asch that of Mark Patti.eon, and -1.i, 

the ineffectual ~tellactual, aupplied the modal for I•nab•• Th• 

author'• axpariancu and her theological dOubta are a very iaportant 

part of the noftl. There 1a a clo•• parallel between Mra. Ward'• 

atudiu of early au:ietian Spain ad Robert 11-re'• work on early 
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Chriatian Jranca, ad th• concluatoaa he naabu on the ftlidity of 

huaa tutiaony are thoN reached by th• author. C&therina 11 ... re 

ta, u Mra. Ward vritu in her 1ntrocluct:1.on to th• book, not nal.17 

a fictitioua abaracter, but •h• 1a a coapoait• Character bued on 

fatly, fd.ad■, and othar influenca on th• author'■ ,outb, eftn 

thouah the d..an4■ of th• plot 1lake Caebenoe ht.U.ctuall.7 urrCJNr 

than tho■• real-life character■ on whoa ■he vu bue4.7 

Th• atory opeu in WutllOrelad, when Catherine 1a lifllll at 

Burwood ran and takina charge of her two ,ounaer ai■ter• u4 her 

rather faded aother, u nll u th• local 'rillqer■ on whoa ■he aar­

ctau her inclination for good vorb. She 1a unclo"1>tedly pur•, un­

■a1fiah and aood. lh• ... u Robert BltlMre, who hu coa to w .. caore-

1.and to recuperate after a bnakdon. brouaht on by otUWOrk u • junior 

clC>n at Oxford. At Oxford lobert had bNn 1nat17 influenced by two 

men, b1a exceptionally bril.liant but hee~tant and r•tiriq tutor, 

Bdward t.anah,all, and by Beuy o-r.,., who vu cnattna a ■tir by h1a 

••nou challenging varioua uput■ of Cbri•timty, particularly th• 

belief in th• lliraculOUII. 

Cathuiae ad Robert 1IU'l'J ad aove into a 4U1•t couutry 

rectory at Mur...U 1n Surrey. Th• eccentric Squire, ba•r WellClonr, 

u...., ad the utat• and the tenant• are b•iaa neglected ad au­

unaaed by hu qent. At Murev.U the nw bctor 4iv1clu bu tille 

betvHD bu ■tudt .. on early Cbd.atian l'ranca, aided by the Squire'• 

acellant llbruy, a4 hu putoral duti .. which are aid• aore dif­

ficult by th• agent'• call.au iDdifferenca to th• eotty plight of the 
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tanante. Con41t:lou an ao bad u to endan111r both th• Mterial 

and th• aptr:1.tual nlfan of th• people aad Boben, naliaing one 

cmmot aeparat• the two, dou hie uuucedaful but to br:l.na about 

Dirt an4 draiu, Catherine •&J• I haft acme 
IUlcl upon th•• It u all ••wt wll,81,uc tha, an 
the fO\mdatiou of a aoun4 nU.g:1.on. 

Bclvazd Lanah• COMa to viait th• 11-ru and b•~ ftry 

friendly with Bo••, aueh to Che diatrua of her old• 1iater, 

Catherina, who dUtruata Langha u a fnet~r. But the atten­

tion of th• n ... ru ta diatracted fr• fllllily problella by &th• out­

break of an epiclmc .of diphtheria d:I.Jr•ctly attributable to the 

:I.IUlattary atata of the tenant•' cottagu. Both the lt...na vork 

wry hard to bd.Da p1i,-:1.ca1 and apin.tual COllfort to &the unfonuut• 

tenant•, 7et th• epidlllic dou hff• one fortunate outCOM • th• Squln 

realisu bow ha hu been aalectilla h1a r .. pouibiliti•• and aacb 

the uuatiifactory aaent and aanu to lobart'• auu .. t:l.ou to iepatr 

and to bu:l.lcl 1U1V oottaau. Wha. they realise how uny intellectual 

intenata Chey haft :1.11 caaion, th• Squin and th• llactol' beCOM cl.O•• 
' 

friend■, and th• letter u anatly SnflUtmced by th• Squil'•'• acholarly 

attaapta at a rauonal aniuattion of th• •toriu of th• atrac1 .. that 

play ao illportant a part in the Chriat:l.an faith. 

lo'bart 1a con'Yincad that the atod... of lliraclu on aora to 

unreliable h\llall vttnuau tball to the actual fact■ and that a Bible 

nital>le for th• aim.pl• Mn of the ftnt ca.tury ta no lona•r accep­

table to th• a.U.ghtaecl MD of the nineteenth ca.tury. 
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In the atillnu• of the niaht there rose up 
weirdly before Ida a whole uw 1N11tal picture -
effacina, puehina out, :fnm:anerable older iuaea 
of thoupt. It vu the iua• of a purely h'81&11 
Chriat - a purely humaa.t explicable, yet alway• 
woaderful aartatiaity." 

ID the nbaequat IIOD.tha of aental aapiah, lobert r__.en the 

worda of Oreya "God 1a not viael7 trute4 wh• dacl&nd un1Dte1-

lig1bla. "10 lobart ded.dea that he auat 1e&ft th• Church who•• 
doctriMa ha e&11 no lo'Da•r &ea.pt. 111a lut act u lacltor of 

NiareNl.1, wrr aacb in the tradition of th• ViKoriau • ta to 

rehabilitate th• vioW a ... t who had bMII aaoud by the Squir ...... 

he NYU Ma froa the dellOD drink. 

Moet mwil1111&1y, C&therlne bu to accept lobart'• daciaiOll 

alMl the couple ao to Loa4on, where lobart dou aod.al won for a 

Vnicarian llim.ater ill th• But lad. Kuawhile, the 10ft atory of 

Lanpaa and lo•• coau to a eudda and wh• Lenah•• acared by the 

inen.tab:lU.ty of aaniqe, 'brew the enaaa--t and retrNt.a into 

a puaiautic 4(Uietia, though after a holiday lo•• ncown fna 

the ahoak aDcl ...... u a nobler ebaracter. To Ha. Ward, L•nab•• 

bued °" Aid.al whoa• won abe knew ao ...u, proridecl a clree4ful 

VUD1na of the d-aera of be1llg a inaffactual intellectual. Thia 

fear of beina iapractical end imffectiw •Y aplain why aha draft 

her..U ao hard woft1q ill political, aocial and religioua f1.alda 

u ...U u in the :latellectual and literary aphana. 

ID the aluu Boben •tart.a the llaood Stnet centre with 

ator,-tallina .... 1ou • a aci•tUic Sunday School 8iD4 other educa-
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tiolllll. and aoctal acti:vitiu. Not only beoauaa of nlia:1ou 

difficnaltf.u but a1eo becaua• lobert u b•ina taba up by 1ociaty 

woaen who are villing to help hi.a work but pointedly exclude 

Catheri11• fna their 1.nvitatiou. the 11 ... ru begin to drift 

apart. The bl'Udl 11 healed when Catherin• COMa cloaer to an 

unclentand1n1 of the value of ha' huaband'• work aftu vitw11Da 

the t.rqic death of ona of the But Bnden and vb• lobert find• 

that th• WIOMll who are a.tartain.1na Ida an 110re inter .. ted in bia 

unly charm than in hi.a won. 

M • ruult of h1a aod.al work lob•rt f:lnd• hiualf 1IOrina 

out of th• 1piritual vild•rm• back to a fo111 of 111-enfatic ad 

rational religion which 1a a buu for hia good vorkaa 

Th• rul difficulty of nery aocial effort­
JOU know it and I know it-11 ... not in th• planing 
of the work, but in the kindlf,q of will and paa1ion 
enough to carry it throgh. And that can only be 
done by religion - by faith.u 

the author 1a nry obriouly lecturina to th• reader in th• pu•aa• 
quoted ebcml. So l.obert worb out hi• pl.au for the new raliaton. 

'rh• N• lrothubood of Chriat, which 1a to 1>• practical. centred on 

hmun ratbar than aupamatural 'f'aluu, and eaphuiaina efforta to 

alle'ri.at• th• aatad.al. • cultural and •piritual cli•tru•u of thoaa 

in need. The inapt.ration for -.-ban 1a to be th• life and trqic 

death of Old.at. 

lack in the lut Ind, after a holiday in Noraan4y vbere he 

wakened hiualf in an attempt to aaw an old un froa drcMd.na, 

lobert organiu■ the Nev Brotherhood. Although two-thircla of the 
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Cclllaitt .. an workiaa-Mll, CODtrol u very auoh in the bade of 

IOl>en and th• upper cruat third of the eo..ittH. lobert worb 

.-ry bard, althoqh he ukea t:IM to 10 to•• loa•r WendOftr, th• 

8ft1d,r• of Nur..,.11, wbo u cl)'ina wane. ftllally, lobert'• CODdi­

tioD 1• critical, he h nf f•riDa froa phthiata • ad C.theriM taku 

Ma to AJ.auia to recuperate. lt 1a too late; lobert ha worked 

ldanlf co death, but all h not loat: becauae after hh death, 

C.therina, with the help of nueaa,,. an arutocrat who untu 

ao .. , camu OD '11• work of the I• lrothel'bood. 

It aoon becae apparent that 8111th, 11.cler ad eo.p-, bad 

publube4 a beat-..Uer. 'l'h• rffi..,. van aainly favounbl• ad 

early u1a van naaoaably brhk, but what l»l'Olllht lobert llaen 

to the attentioll of the public vu OW.tone'• NYiav, "IOl>ert 

11 .. re ad the lattl• of BeU.ef" publuhed 1D the May h•• of the 

lH.natNRth Century. After May• the -.olw of aalu nae abarply. 

Glaclatoa.a adlllre4 the book, although be did not filld it euy to nad 

aa4 he oppoee4 the attack Oil th• Batabliahecl Church. 

'Maaa ad I'• he wrote to Mr•. Drw, 'are eaah of 
ua •till aeparately -. .. ..s 1D a clutb annle with 
lobert llaure. I coaplained of •-■ of the DOftla yCN 
a•• • to read u too attff • but the1 an aothiq to 
thta. It ta wholly wt of the ca n order. At pruesat 
I naard with doubt and dread th• idea of clotna my­
thtaa OD it, but oazmot yet ba aure whether your HNr­
ftUom will ba wrUied or not. Ia ay cue it ha 
tr91111D4CMl8 book. ' 

And• Oil April 1 (1888) , 1Ma wrote 1 

'ly hard won I haft finuhe4 ad • cornetf.q 
-, artiol• OD lobert 11 .. n. It ta rather atiff work. 
I haft had two latt•• froa her. lhe ta aaeh to be liluNt 
peraonally, but 1a a fruit• I think of what 11118t be oallecl 
Arnol41a. • 13 
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GlAdetone al.ao vrot• to Lord Acton on Apdl. 1, 18811 

It 1• not far froa tvtc• the lenath of an 
ordina~ IIO'f'e1; and th• labour ad effort of nadf.na 
it all, I •houl.4 ••Y, •txfolcla while one could no 
aon atop ta it tha 1n reading 'l'buqdidu. Th• idu 
of the book, perhap• of the wd.tar, appear■ co be a 
aovi•1nt of retreat frca Cbriatiaidty upon 'l'beiaa, a 
TheiaM with Chrillt alodfied, alway• in th• huaaa 
aeue, but beyoacl ordinary ..aaure.14 

That a 1,ook wh1cb Gl.adatona fO\IIMl difficult to rud ahould 

••11 ao w11-, be raarkable, but b7 1191 70,500 aop1u had 1>.-. 

aold 111 Britain aD4 ave~ half a aillioll diapo.ed of in the ualtecl 

8tatu when th• law of tntenat:lonal co,,risht wen not -,.c in 

effeet. Many cop1u with Gladatone'a review were 11'Nll .,,.., u 

prad.UM vtth a bar of aoap by an .-.rtcan oompay.15 Aa a but­

a.Uina noftliat, M:ra. Ward found harHU rich, fllllOUII Ind rupected. 

She recalftd letter• by the thouau4 fl'OII people of all aorta who 

had one thf.na in coaoa, they had rud bbert u...n. 

Althouah not a anat book, lobert Blau• can clAda • 

honorable po11ition in th• ncweh of the aNOIMI rw. It ta ve11 

coutructed ad ..U written and ..-en if th• character••--

puaionl .. a-a reflection of t:h• author'• character-the intellectual 

IIMI 110nl. parplaitiu of th•••• are 'ri.'ridly 0011Y-,ec1 to th• ftadu, 

and it aattafied the eflr-incr..,tna public appetite for aaw AOYele 

fu better thm aoat of the ehoddy DOft1a publiahed after the aa• of 

Dieuu u4 Thackeray. lobert 11 ... r, pruenta an 1.n,.,,...,1.na drw­

Ulattoa of a probl•wh:loh people were deeply intanated in at that 

tSM-th• probl• poeecl by the conflict between the belief• of 

ftliaioua orthodoay and tlwa hrplicatiou of th• MW aol•tific die-
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coveries. The worried man adjusting to the reality of the 

Industrial and Scientific RevolutiollB 8D.d deciding what be ought 

to do is a typical figure of the late Victorian age. 

It is a truly Victorin book in the melo­
dramatic fall after temptatiOD, the noble remmcia­
tion and death, but it ie a Victorianiem of its own 
decade and looks neither back nor forward. It 
caused a •enaation because people were troubled by 
problems of belief, which only a few years later 
would not sustain the interest of a long novel. 
The scenes in the East End of London link with the 
new naturalism of Moore and Giesing. E1Blllere.1s 
emotional distress at the mocking attitude of the 
11ecularillte 8lll0Dg whom he worked ill another indica­
tion of the poignancv and regret in sensitive 
Victorian agnostica.16 

Mrs. Ward continued ill this vein with s:lx similar novels of 

religious, social or political propag8D.ds CODtailling some touches 

of realism when dealing with the lives of the alum dwellers. David 

Grieve, published in 1892, is the story of a working-man who, despite 

many difficulties and temptatiODS, achievea not only material 

prosperity, but also spiritual serenity. Like Bobert Elsmere, 

David Grieve loses hill faith and moves in seculariat circles. He 

also reads Gerat8D. scholarship which deeply :Impresses h:lm. David 

auccumbs to physical temptatiOll in the guiae of a Paris love affair 

with a very Bohemi8D. artist, but he does return to Manchester where 

he marrie■ Lucy, daughter of the bookaeller who was his first em­

ployer. Lucy does i:iot ui:iderstand her husband BIUl ahows her unworthi­

i:iess of hilll by carping at his philallthropic work and by proving a 

social failure at the emart house party to which they are invited. 

Meanwhile. David's headstrong 11ister, Louie, who takes after the 
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l'rench eid• of tbe f.Uy, baa rm ... ., with a diareputabl• lnnchMn 

who drinb lwuelf to du.th. The reputed uae of characten who an 

led aatray by their fonlp blood iadS.utu Mn. Ward'• aiatruet of 

fonlpen; yet •he did not baliew henelf prejudtced and •h• profu•ecl 

to adaire the l'nD.ch tn particulal'.17 1'hen Lolli•'• daqhter, Cecile, 

diu of diphtheria ad Louie henelf eCllllllt• euicicle after the ea4 of 

a 1cwa affair with a YOUDI •tudent. 

t.ucy ta diecOMrecl to hoe a Mlipant fora of cacer and thia, 

•tranae1y enough, :lapro'fU her chawacter and after auch •ufferiq ah• 

diu nobly 1eavtn1 Davicl with a ..all aoa called Sad'J, who wu aodellecl 

on Mn. Ward'• nephew, Julian JluxJ.ey.18 With bu ■euual teaptationa 

nercoaa, Dffid Criew dewlopa a •aaua fon. of natural nliaion 811d 

achtnu peaoe. Th• ealf-educated voirJd.aa un u aot an unuaual fipare 

tn Victorian literature ad Dafl.4 Orin• bean a cert&1a rutllblanca to 

Uqal.,.'• ilton Locke tn th• book of that naaa ad to Butl• Haaa.,. tn 

Oeora• lliot'• Ada Bede. DeaJit• aixecl rn1..,.19 l>&vi4 Crlffa aolcl 

wll not onl.7 tn Britain but alao 1D the United 8tatu. 20 

1'h• nat DOftl, Marcella, wu publubecl ill 1894 aacl u 'ftr,' auch 

a political work. Like it• preclecqaon, th1a book talla the atory of 

the arduoua proana• of a ■oul towarcla nuon, patience, and aelf­

cltaciplille. Harcialla ao,ce•• father bu inheritN th• f..Uy utate, 

nan though ill hi■ youth be had been cut off by th• fald.17 after a 

7outhfu1 acandal f.n'Yol-.1.na 1aablina, a cborua atrl, fraud aD4 thne 

Muth■ ill priaon. Durilla a rather unaettled 1outh Marcella had encluncl 

J)Oftwty a4 had 1l1xed tn doubtful circlu wh•r• aha had .aoquind Social-
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Ut Ueu. Mn. Ward'• 4UtJ:Uat of Soci•U• and other worUna-clu• 

ao-.1■11nta 1a apparent ill wy of her OOftla. 

Marcella ... ta and fall• in love with 4ldoua llaabum-one of 

the bright young hopq of the Couenatift party, and they becoaa 

engaged, but they quarrel O'Nr politic• when Marcella aupporta a 

Mr. Wharton, a ecoundrel ad a Socialut, agaiut Aldoua' candidate. 

The breach between the ena•aecl couple 1a further widaed vhen Aldoua 

refUHe to eip th• petition for cleMncy for one of hU l.abouren 

wbo 1a executed for the murder of a awlt•eper, ad who•• aon diu 

jut before b1a execution. the enaaaeMDt 1a 'broken. 

Then Marcella diecO'ftn that Wharton hu accepted a bribe to 

cbaDa• the editol'ial policy of hU unpaper to oppoae a •trike, ad 

•h• 1a dUWuatouad to hear that Wharton 1a to man:y a rich and plain 

hein•• of thirty-five. She real.is•• hov worthy Aldoua 1a and dacid .. 

that •h• auat aunender her will to hia. It 1a clear that Lord Kawell 

1a by no 11UU a nactioaary; he dou realise that ill hi• poaition he 

le obliaecl to d.-.ot• hiuelf to the ••nice of the uny. Thay are 

reconciled and aet a date for the vecl41ns. Thia idea of nobluae 

oblige-the duty of the priVil•aed fw to work for the aood of th• 

... aea-ia a recurrent thelae 1D Mr•. Ward'• writina. Ber de-.otion to 

,ood vorka, puticularly 1n th• poorer part• of London, •how that ahe 

vu prepared to devote aach of her t:faa ad ener17 to help1q the lua 

fortunate. 

Tb• Story of Bu■1• Coatrell wu written 111 fiftMD day■, which 

1a obviou when one ruda it, and vu pub11ahed 1D 1895. 'fhia ■tor, of 
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a fl.11.aa• woman vho ta rubed after eucc'Ullbtna to the t-,tation to 

■pend her father'• lf.fe •aving•, i• an attapt at hatic reals.a. 

Strugely enough, Henry J .... wrote to axpr .. • hie adair•t101u 

May 8, 189.5. I think the tale wry •traipt­
fonar• and powerful - very direct ad 'f1.Y.ld, full 
of the real and the juate. I ltke your unalnbicated 
ruatic• - they an• tran.dou r .. , after Bard1'• -
and the infallibility of your feeling for village 
life. Lf.kevt.ae l hurUly hope you will 1abour :la 
thu field ad fara agatn.21 

The publication of Sir Oeoge Tr .. aady 1n 1896 aarted a nturn 

to the political nOft1 and the world of Aldoua and Marcella Maxvell. 

Sir George tr .. aad7, vho baa juat been elected to the Collllou, belonp 

to. IIW right w1na party which lliaht be :la. po•ition to hold the 

balance of powr tn the Co• ou and which oppo,.. the factory refol'IU 

propo1ect by Lord Kawell. Marcella Mawll 1■ an 1aportant political 

figure 1n her own right a1ld tri .. to gain ■upport for her huabancl'• 

raetory Bill; the young couple ahow their a,mpathy with the work1ag 

cl.uae■ by apencling .. much tf.ae .. poaaible aona thGl in. houae :I.D 

the 1qt Ind with ouly five aenant■• Marcella•• :tanueuce callb1ned 

with the working■ of c:oucierace penuade Sir C.Orge Tre1aady to break 

with h1a party and vote for the Pactory 1111, hu •peach nina• enough 

eupport for th• B111 to pua it• ••end nading, but b1a poU.tical 

CaJ.'Mr 1• ruiued by hi• 1ut iainute nitch. Back 111 the Trea■ld.7 

.. tau which depend■ laraely on coal 11:1.n .. , thin are f:I.Danc:lal trouble■ 

for 11r Geora• cauaad by a Id.Dan' atrike and .SO..atic diff1cult1 .. 

caued by hie wife'• diacontent wtth life 1n a 'backwater. l'ortuaately, 

1he fil:uta ahe 1e pr.pant and the couple ie nconciled, thoup Sir 
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C.Oqa dou not liw to eH h1a baby-he diu heroically tryina to 

aave eoae of tb• trapped Id.Der• who had juet retumed to work after 

th• etrike. 

Unlike the oharacten in pncediq DO¥ela, the hero and 

heroille of Rel.beck of Bam:d.ed&le, pul>liehed in 1898, refue• to caapro­

lliae. Alan Belback, maber of an old Catholic faaily anct a repruenta­

tlw of the dyina old medieval world, ••te Laura Fountain, a aoden 

YCNDI VOMD ad a liberal Protutant who repruenta th• frucloa of th• 

aodam world. They fall in 10ft ad 4ec1.da to uny, but Laura feel.a 

ahe cuaot cope with th• Catholicla of Alan and the priuta and mau 

who b...,. ao mch way wer hill. So th• enaaaaat le broken. 

Alan'• reaction le to become aore biaoted and withdrawa and to 

prepar• to enter the Juulte, but when Laura nturu to Bamdadale to 

mane her atepaother they are reconciled. '1'bey becoae enpaed apin, 

ad Laura beaw taldng Catholic wtructiou. Deeply in love with ilaD 

but realuina ah• ccmot nblllt to what ■he naarda u the Catholic 

tyrmmy, Laura feel.a •h• cannot break the ••cond enaaa--t anct dutroy 

Al.an, ao ah• drovu heraelf in what •h• uku appear to be an acd.clent. 

ilthouah wather •lodraatic with character• vho often•- carloatur•, 

Ball>eok of Bamdadal• dou achiCYe a cenain power in traclq the path 

to doom llade ineTitable by the characten u4 circ:uutancu of the 

protqonlat•. Thu :la the lut of Mr•. Warcl' • boob that la well 

written aacl it dou pruat a probl• of 80INI a:S.piflcance. ly 1898, 

Hra. Warcl appear• to have finlabed vorkiq out her aocial, political, 

a4 nliaiou philoeophy a4 the later boob either tend to repeat what 
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19 1n th• url.lar booka or to deal with td:rialiti... Mn. Ward'• 

popularity vu vaing by th1.a tiae, aot eo auch becauaa of the d•cU.ne 

1D th• quality of her boob• but rather beeauae her ---.t had pueed 

and public tut• ud ideu bad IICMICl bayoad her .. aa.tWly Victorian 

c:oncapta. A niDatNDtb CU.tUJ:y paraon by inclination and upbrln1t111 • 

aha never nally appaan to be at hOM 1D the twn.tieth century. 

In 1911 *•• Wud did try to repeat her early euccua by 

ratul'llina to the DOft1 of nliaiou propapnda. In The Cue of 

lichan 1!!7!!11. the probl ... poNd 1D lobert llaan an recouidered 

but a cliffera.t oonoluaion u naohed nflecttna th• author'• changed 

Yitlv. Catherin• 11 ... re, who hu beea cont1n\d.na lollert'• wort, n­

appeara with her arovn dauaht•r, Mary. They ... t licban HayMll, 

la4ar of a group of Modemiat paraona who decide to •tay 1D the Church 

aa4 fiaht for thdr fl..,.. The book enda with Catherine'• d•th, 

Mar,'• a.a .. ..-.t to lichard an4 the decision of th• Moderniat• to 

appeal to the Pd., Council aadut their apulaton froa the Aqlican 

eo.unton for heruy. Collpared to lobert IJ.aen, this 19 a weak ad 

UDCOlffineing book with a variety of 1DAM eub-plou which confu• ad 

elf.strut th• reader. 

After Bal.beck of Benn1ed.ale, Mr•. Buaphry Ward turned to 

biatol')' for 1.upiratioll ad not• four DOftl.11 with atori .. taken froa 

111.atory in a IIOClem eett1Dg. Blunor, publisbed 1D 1900, vu bued on 

the loft atory of Qlatuubn.acl aa4 Mad .. cle luullont ad wu aet 1n 

Italy. Lady loe•'• Dauahter (1903) u th• ator, of Mad•• du Deffnd, 

who fCND4 that hell paid coapaiOD Julie de l'lapi.Maae vu antert•1a1na 
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habituu of her aalon while ab• vu out of th• houe. Th• MarrS.ye 

of Williaa Aah• (1905) la the atory of IJrOG ad Lady Carolill• Lab• 

while renwtck'• Caner (1906) tell• of the artlat ao.m-, an4 hla 

friendah1p with Lady BalliltoD. Genarally uniupind. thue four 

boob &ift the author a challce to depict th• top ranb of aociety. 

that ilit• which can be entered by birth or IIOlllltillu by outatadf.Da 

acbinaent, ad which really rulu Bqland. 22 

After 1906 a.. fourteen lean year• durina which Mre. Buaphry 

Warcl VJ:Ote thirteen bad DOTela. Althouah ahe etW uaed bar nc,-,w 

to aprue her pout of nw • the boob wua h1ah aociaty pot boiler• 

which becaa incnuf.Daly Mlodrautic and mn cloaely concerned with 

the glittertq lit• of th• arlatocracy. Th••• unlucky thirteen n­

nul• the work of Marie Corelli or Mn. Oliphant or nen Ouida. 

cauaht 1n a paculia~ly pauionlu• .,..t. Th• tera "ail"Hr fork" 

which 1apu ... an affectatioD of aatility. •-- an appropriate 

ducription of thue boob. 23 

Th• firet of thu•• The Tutiy of Diana M&llory (1908) 1a 

ftrJ aach a loft atory 1D th• rulf.Da Wt• with a Yariaty of •lo­

clr-ttc ffellta iafluac:1D1 the coune of th• plot. Dia.a Mallory 1a 

t•t•d vbea it u diacOftred that bar •thar hacl bMII conn.cted ot 

aurder, with the ruult that bar fianca, OliYU 'Marahaa, vho hu 

political abittou, bnau the qq...ut. Later h• ta injured 

durina a alectioa caapaip b:, a flyf.Da atone ancl :la blinded ancl •-­

domed to the life of a hopal.Ma iDYalid until Diana return■ to h1a 

ad clnotu hara.it to maniq h1a back to aood health. Tovarda th• 
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encl tM.a book read• lib a pallid tld.tat:lon of Jane Jtn•• 

Daphne or Maffiaae a la Hoda (1909) • a diatribe acuut 

diftl'ca and aodam cU•rupect for th• UDctlty of aarrtqa, 1a partly 

the ruult of Mn. Ward'• ttip to lforth Aaarica in 1908. Daphna, an 

Aaeric:a airl daaerouly affected by ,-1nt•t ..S aodem idea, wt• 

and urriu a rather aora conwntlonal ID&) 1ebNn caJ l-S Joaer, who 1a 

n.1t1Dg the United 8tatu. Back iD 1.qland, Daphne 1a uahappy and 

jealou of Joaer'• dutant couain who would have bMD a batter Mtch 

for hill. 'l'hey quarn1 ad Daphna obtaina froa an Aanicu court a 

diwwce bued oa the ••t d.rcuutantf.al evidaaca and v1u cutody of 

their daupter. Alt an hgliabau, J.toau refu.eu to racopiaa tb• 

juriadiction of th• Aaarican court 81MI trl.u to kidDap ht. dauptar. 

Whan thi• faila, Jloaer brew don and etarta drink1na hiuelf to 

death, an4 ht. collapa• 1a hutenecl by the death of their daupter. 

Then Daphne 1a penuadad by her friend, a f•1nht ad a diwrcae 

who oa her deathbed r•pent• th• breakdown of her ll&ffiqa to ao back 

to Boger; but it u too late, Roa•r u aoina to die •oou and the 

aarr1..aa• cannot be Mnded. Al.though Hr•. Ward daniu any anti­

,-.r1can biu in the inttoduction to tht. book, her dS..appzoval of 

MAJ thtng• MMaricau u uda abundantly clear. 

Another of the fruit• of the "fiait to North '1Mrica wu 

Canadian Born (1910) wbioh wen.bu Mn. Ward'• train trip acron 

Canada froa Hontnal to Vaaoouftr ad telh th• low •tory of Lacly 

111.aabeth Harton, a lnaU•h widow, ad Ceora• Andereoa, a Canadian 

p:loneer ad aa1neer. 
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Dupit• YariOua clifficultiea-lUaal>eth'• brother u cly1na 

aa4 O.Orae'• father ill a clrunkard and a trap who ta ldlled tr,i.Da 

to hold up a train-th• love of tbe•• tvo tri.apha ancl Lady IU.abeth 

Httl .. happily Oil a fan ta Sukatchwan with Ceoqe and ocoup1u 

hanelf v1th pod worb aud raillina • family. Unclerlying th• lO'ff 

atory ill a theme ••ry clo•• to Mn. BuapbrJ Warcl'• h•R-the anataea• 

- the clo•• liDb in the Bdthh llllpir•. particularly the •pec:lally 

nm nlatiouhip between -Britain and her oldMt doldnion. 

The Mating of Lydia (1913) ia another loft ator,, but thill t1M 

the ••ttina u rural England and the theae u th• effect or lack of 

effect of vulth upon the uill Qharact•I'•• U.md x.iro.. 1• a aiaer 

who •pad• -11 hill money on antiquu aud nealecta hill faadly to becoae 

a louly old ... Hill daughter, 1'.Uda, ad her 1ovv, Lord '.r.thall, 

f1nd Ch-..lvu botb very rich at the and of the book, but they holA 

the author'• vi• that araat veal.th ta a aacred tw.t which .... , b• 

ued coutncti"Yely for the g-..ral goocl. Lydia Peafolcl, the heroine, 

ta an artiatie youoa WOMD uncorrupted by weal.th, vhUe her f1ace, 

Claude ravenhllll, ill taapted by th• pi:'081)eCt of Jdauncl Mell'o••'• 

gnat wulth to betray hill ideal.a, but hill love for Lydia enal>lu 

h1a to OftNOM the tapcation. 

The Coneaton J'..Uy (1913) deal.a v1th the dangen of a faily 

domnated by a woman, panieularly if the fatly hu political tn­

fluenoe, and the atory of th• dillutroua ruul.ta of Lady Coryaaton'• 

power ta told tn tbU feeble noftl. llaturally th• curuten ...,. ia 

the hiput political and aocial 1nela. Delia 11.anchflower (1t15) 
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wae written ae an anti-euffragette nove1 i'.n which Delia realizes 

the errore of her feminist views and repudiates the influence of 

the mentally unbalanced suffragette, Miee Marvell, to marry Mark 

Winnington, her guardian and a bachelor with the old-fashioned 

virtues. Mark's enlightened conservatism and his horror of ·the 

suffragette movement are eesentially Mrs. Ward's feelinge. 
-

Eltham House (1915) was based on the story of Lord Holland 

who ran away with Lady Webster :1.n 1796, although Mre. Ward does not 

allow her characters the happy ending enjoyed by their historical 

prototypes, In the novel the couple are separated by social and 

moral pressures and he goes to South America for a long time; she 

becomes desperate when she rece:l.vea no letters from him, and diea 

shortly after her husband's return to England. In fact, Lady Webster 

did obtain her freedom at great cost, the lose of her fortune, but 

the Hollands lived happily even if respectable ladies did not call 

on her because she was a divorced woman, and Holland House became the 

centre of a brilliant social and political circle. It :I.a unfortunate 

that Mrs, Humphry Ward's sense of propriety, typical of many Victor­

ians, would not allow her to give Eltham House a happy ending. 

A Great Success (1916) is the story of genteel society and the 

problems encountered by newcomers to the "silver fork" set. The new­

comers are Arthur, a don whose lectures on English political figures 

make him a social as well as an academic success, and his wife, Doris, 

who just c111111ot cope with the aristocratic house parties, She is very 

unhappy and the marriage is threatened until Dorie eaves Lady Dun-
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atabl•'• MD fna a wt wuitabl• ll&ffiaae. Lady Comde (1916) 

1a a aoetalaio DOft1 of Osford in tha eiahtMD-eiptiu ad tella 

how a JOUD1 uiatocrat ia mmobled by h1a loft. 

Miaaty (1917), a novel ■et 1n wart:1M, alao bu• naoblina 

thae. While a.or .. Sarratt 1a ld.aaf.q in action hf.a wife, llellie, 

1a c-,tecl by the illportuad.U,.. of a walthy baronet. batually 

Georp, who bu 1, .. nfferiaa fzoa 111DUia, 1a found critiaally 

ill in a hoapital 1n th• SOrth of Prace. Ne1l1a ruahea to hia 

daathbed and afterwasda f•la pilty becauae •he had bNR teaptecl 

by the barollet, ao •he tr1u to atoaa by be1Da a wholly ..,.icated 

V.A.J>. &1da u4 eaera .. with a purer aDll a DOblar character u cloet 

th• 1,aronet uader her. inf1'aece. 'l'he book enda with the hint that 

lfell1e lliaht ffelltually IIAl'l'J Ida. Another book of war propqanda, 

'Iba War 8DII lli■abetb or lli■abeth' • r....,.1p (1'18) , hu u ita 

theaa the illportaoe of tba hOM fl'Ollt 1a tha war. Kr. Humar1q 

1a refuatna to co-operate with tba Couaty War Apicultural CollllittH 

and to plant Oil hie parltlaa4. Softaad by th• influeue of hie 

patriotic and tn41apen■ab1• JOU111 wntar,, IU■ab•th lnaerton, 

and by the death of hie WOUll4ed ion who cliu with the won "•na:J and" 

OD hie 11pa, Mmmarilta dou clecicle to aupport tha war effort. An 

ffG •n aeloclraatio anal. of war propaaacla Oil the 1llportaoa of 

the boa fnnt 1a Banut (1920) about -a,o,.... fani.aa ■o that lhe 

aen can be fne to fipt. The heroina, .._el &mdenon, bu a put­

• cliwrc:.t huaba4 and a nipt with uothar UD 1n caucta--whiGh 

troublaa her anatly whm •h• ad an ~ Captaia fall 1a lcma. 
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Sh• ta ... he will - lona•r love her when he ban a4 that hu 

atrtct Ut:dtarian fllllily voul.cl Mftr accept her• but c1 .. pit• her 

confuaion the Captain •till l.ofle her amcl they pl.a to UftJ• 

M'ra. Wucl cannot perait a VOIUll with a put to any ad lift 

happily fl'el' after. ao lachel d1u in th• Captain'• ana after 

b•ina abot by her craucl ex-huabancl. 

Cowtin Philip or !,lena (1919) 1a paztuapa one of Mn. Ward'• 

wont aovei., :lt 1a another of th• "•il••r fork" ..iou ..... It 

tel18 of the probleu emount•NCI 1>7 Lord luraUngford. a •in.al• un 

in h1a fortiu. who f1.Dlta hiutlf auarcliaa of hf.a hudatrona J'O'll'I 

couain. Belaa. Lord lwltiqfor4 vu thou,aht to be a widower• but 

hf.a wife tuna up with a ton auff•riJaa froa brun clallaa•, ancl after 

com,1aoiq Lord Buathgford that the boy 1a hf.a, ahe dtu. Lorcl 

Buntiqfozd unw Ida ver, eU.gtbl• eouain and th-, look after~ 

boy vho u a cleaf mat• but aot Mntal.17 cleficiat. Belua aareu 

to 1l&ffy • wry auitable JOU1&I ... 

In Mra. Ward'• aonl• th• ncurr.ca of certain th .... and 

ind.cleat• gf.fta 80lla indication of her belief• ad pnjucH.au. In 

no lu• tha IIJutND of th• DOft1a then u • no'bl• duth towucla 

th• ad. ancl nine of Chu• en preceded b7 a duthbecl ae..- 1n which 

the hero or heroiM u told what to do to eolft ,oaa difficulty. The 

problella c:auaacl by th• iubility to cope with th• ..... n .. CUCCIIIII 

of hiah aoc1ec,.--1t ta uauaUy the wife vho bu not th• eocial ancu 

and c:ball of her buaband--pla7 an illportaat i,.rt 1n half of th• DOft1a. 

Thia ta ftl'J aach ill accoi:dauce with *•• Ward'• pnoecupatton with 
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the 1cmaftl1Da arutocracy of lnglad, to which adldaaion could be 

obtair&ed by ability, but there would be clifficultiea ariaina fl'Oa 

lack of the right education. 

'rh• author'• aaa• of propriety would Ollly allow the eoue­

quenc .. of a put acanclal to be OYercaae if the character c:oncenecl 

vu not directly to Mar u in The T•tina of Diana Hallory, 

Canadian Born ad Lady lo••'• Daughter. BoNver iaproncl tn character 

the guilty one uy be, he or •he 1a not allowed to •cape the coue­

qua.ua of th• put ain. Thia th ... 1a atr••ecl particularly 1n 

Daphne, Lady Comde, !!ltbaa Bowle and Banut. Another often reputed 

th ... 1a that of the dana•roua mob which thron atoma with aoaettau 

diautroua r•ulta. A •ral clqer 1a that of drink which ta ofteu 

rupouibl• for the downfall of aipificant characten in the DO'ftla. 

The ar,at cUatinct pattem that ... r, .. fl'011l reading the IICMlla 

i1 the etacly decline 1n quality, nen if the boob atill enjoyed aood 

■al•• After the publication of Belback of •ann1ed•le 1D 1900, Mn. 

Ward contributed very little of literary or aoc1al. value with th• 

po■•1ble aception of The Cue of lichard Kaynell which wu in-, 

cue laqely a rah.uh of Robert Blaaere. In the fint yun of her 

wnt:f..na career ■he did have •mathina tony on aatten that not ODly 

inter•tecl the ruder• of the t:Sae, but are atill of inter•t to ■oM 

ruder• today• eftD though it 1a bud to accept that 1n the eighteen­

eiaht1 .. ao aauy people were 1enu1nely iDterMtecl 1n the pro'bl• of 

the llirac:uloua el.emat 1n airut:lanity. Th• inter••t arouaed by 

Oladatone'• rebuttal of lwr attack on the Batabliahed Church 41.d aucb 
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to in.cnu• the circulation of Robert 11-re, but paradod.c.ally, 

her boob wre coutdered u eultabl• and rqpa(:table ewa by 

faili•• which uonally duappl'Oftd of 1lOft1 read1na. lffll OD the 

Sabbath an uception coul.c1 'be ude tu the ban Oil read1ng llO'ftl• in 

fa"VOUr of Mre. Ward'• work. She vu a ••r1ou writer and aany felt 

that •h• vu uot read •o auch fo1r pleuvre but for the fund of 

f.ufonation which •h• vu eo eager to pue ou to the public. Morally 

•h• vu "•af•", th• aood wn rawardad ad th• bad wra pwdahed ad 

no hint of•• or impropriety appaan in bar work; awn the etu for 

which th• wicked are puniahed .... •insularly t .... 

(Mn. Bapln:y Ward] ••• n ..... r eaid a hullorou 
thilla tn her life. Har boob an u 1DDocent of 
laupter u they are of illpropriety. They an a 
f ... t of nuou but a.ot a flow of eoul. When you 
approach th• you do not feel that you are aoina to 
haft a rollicktna tiae •••• lut when you tau dawn 
lobart n.-n or Marcella or lltcurd Meynell you 
behaft with clecorua. Tou f••l the iaportanc• of 
ba1.n1 earnut. IAvity 1D euch ca.pay would be lib 
eacrilega. You would u •oon thillk of b•ina gay at 
a un1-.enity Bateneion Lecture. And 1ad•d Mn. 24 Ward u really an lxt-,ion lecturer in duaut••• 

With the acmm.t of the twentieth century, Mn. Ward who vu 

unat,J.e to leave the probl ... of the nineteenth century found henelf 

a anachroldaa, aon and aore reaot• froa the aaiutnaa of lit•r•~, 

acadatc and theological thought. Th• Tiau Vl"Ota in her obttuuya 

With th• death of Kn. Huaphry Ward•• • cluappura 
one of the lut of the great Vtctoriane; one of that 
brilliat arc,up of 110Yeluta not th• leut ornaent• of 
the nineteenth century. Sh• had U.wd on into an as• 
1n4iffannt to the controveniea aad confU.ct• which 
wra the buu and backaround of her beat vorb. 25 
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Bo twentieth century boob wen ao inferior to her earlier vorb 

becaua• ahe vu no lonser writing about aOMtbtng that clHply 

c:onceraed her and becauee •h• vu Yritina about eoathina •h• did 

not undentand too well-the glltt•rina aoctal a:lcle of the elf.te 

which ruled Bqlancl. All ah• vu 10 buey with educational, political 

and phU.anthropic acti'ri.t1 .. abe had fu 1 ... t1M to fftt• hew 

boob later 1n her life; yet ta th• ff.rat etahtHn yun of her 

carMr u • 11ovaU.at ■he wrote etsht boob coapared to a8"D.tMn 

DOft1a and thne var propaganda boob vritt11111n the lut eightMn 

yun. It 1a not ufatr to damn her later 'boeb. hank SVf.maartoa 

wrote about the 7ur 1910 s ''Ball ca1ne and Hr•. Uuaphry Wad bad 

becoae ocauiona for ribald COllllleDt."26 X>upite her ac .. aiva 

ura .. mua • her lack of hullour and illapnation and her inability 

to comrq any aort ot feel.ins that vu aot tutellectual • Ml'•. Bullphry 

Warcl SA her • •U.er vow cl1d uae a ponrful. and balanced iutellect 

to procluaa nuoned and well coutructetl boob which wn far better 
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Jc,otaot .. 

1Nr1. lluaphry Ward, A Writer'• bcollect:lou, PP• 192-193. 
It vu 1ener.U1 .. ._.. Chat Iaabel. Bnthertonvu a portrayal of 
the rul-lif• Mar, AaderNll, an aceptioaally l>Mut1ful MU1caD 
whoa• aottaa ,, .. aialilarly regarded by the ertt1a. u aballov, but 
Mra. Ward deniecl that the fictional. Iauel wu a portrait of Kuy 
Aadenoa. 

~.. luaphry Wad, Mtaa Bretherton, P• 297. 

3t.ra. thaphry Wawd, A Writer'• lacollactiou, p. 195. 

4 Ibid.., P• 196. -
5 . 
Ibid.., PP• 195-196. -

6 J.P. TnYelya, The Llfe of Mra. Bullpb!7 Wad, P• 50. 
Mn. Ward'• clultna• with her publi•b•n are wt clearly d .. cnbecl 
la th:la work. 

7 Mn. Buaphr, WaJ.'d, lobert 11.aere, Intro., P• x.t.. 

9 
~•• II, PP• 48-49. 

lO~•• It, P• 65, T.B. GrMD actually did. aay thia. 

11nu., II, p. 46J. 

12J'.P. 'h.,,.lyan, The Life of Mn. !1,aPhl)' Ward, P• 55. 
''Three wluau, prlntecl u cloaely u wn thoae of Robert 11-n, 
penetrated aOIIMfhat •lowly .-ons the fratemity of reu.,.n. The 
lcotrm aad the Hondng Poat nn the ftnt to notice it oa March 5, 
GiDe da,a after ita appuranc;e; the lritiah Weekly wept Oftr it oa 
March ti the Acad-, compared it to Ada led• on the 17th; the !!!!,­
ch .. ter Gualdfu gave it two cohmna on the 21at; th• SatuJ.d&y 
'elated' it on the 24thi while Waltetr Pater'• article in the Oluitch 
Olaardian on th• 28th, caUing it a 'chef d'CHNff•·••'•" 

13John Morley, The L1f• of Glad.atone, III, PP• 356-3S7. 
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14Jolm Morl_,., the Life of GladatOM, Ill, P• 357. 

15Xuntta ad Haycraft, 'fnnti•th CnturJ' Au.thou, p. 1473. 

16
Rayaond Cha-pun, Th• Victorian Debate, p. 280. 

17Mn. Huapbry Wazd, A Writer'• Jtaeollectiou, pp. 152-158. 

18J.P. Treftlyan, The Life of Ml.'a. 111aphtt Warf. PP• 9&-99. 

19n. Tf.Ma felt that Da.U Orlev• WU .,,_ better written 
thaD the prntoue oowla. !l!!. 'f:lau, Januar, 22, 1890, p. 10. The 
lcota Oba•rvar ad Mn. Oliphant 1n Blackwood, revt .. d the book 
uafaourably. Cited 1n Wazd, A Wrtter'abcollectiou, p. 212. 
The Bn.tiah Weekly ducd.'becl David Grine" "an alaoat abaolute 
failure". Cited in Tftftlyan, The Life of Mra. Jlui!tett Ward, p. 99. 
The editor of the S~tator thoupt that th• unfa-,,ourable l'ffi..,.ra 
were nfferilag froa 'unaccountable :Imbecility" and that the hook wu 
acellent. Cited 1n Ward, A Writer'• Racollectiou, p. 283. 

2011 that ttae the 1an of intel'D&tional copyrl.aht were 1n 
effect in the United Statu, aablina Mn. Ward to benefit froa the 
aul)atantiel royaltiu froaa aalu of David Gd.eve 1n th• United Statu. 

21 J.P. hevelyan, the Life of Ml'a. !!9h9 Ward, P• W. 

2Zni1a point rill b• c:onatdered 1n araater detail 1n Chapter 
IV which d .. la with Ml.'a. Ward'• political belief a. 

23The Oxfo'td Inglish Dictionary (1933) aaya that th• tera 
allYU fol'lt 1a "uaed to cluipata a achool of DOY.U.ta about 1830 
dhtiDguiahed by an affectation of aentWty". 

24 
A.G. Gardiner:, Pillar• of SOc:laty, P• 125. cf. !!!.!, Tillea, 

March 25, 1920, p. 17 1n aupport of Gardtner'• 'ri.w. The writer 
potnta out that 1n lobert 11 ... r., there are rafenncu to DO lua 
than 75 of the clu1ic• of Bqliah, Lattn, Oraek, Geban and Preuch 
literature. 

25Tbe Tiau, MaNb 25, 1920, P• 20. 

26rrank lrimuarton, 'l'he Georgian Literatt Sew, p. 10. 



a!APTll IV 

MllS. WAID' 8 POLfflCS 

Like IMlllY other u~t Victorf.aa. Kn. Ward vu deeply con­

cerned vith practical politica which •ha regarded u th• potential. 

.... of r1pt1Ag uny of th• aUMDt• of aooiety. lier Arnold connec­

tion aHDt that froa a early aa• ah• wu coacemad vith political Ueu 

ad actiou. ad. u ou of the prl:rileaed fw • •he fully agreed vith 

the Broad Church uaertiou of her duty to work for th• lua fortunate 

....... Ber anmdfath•r• Dr. Arnold. vu a reucmably orthodox liberal 

who aupported the arut nfol'IU of th• •iahteea-thirtiu. but h• could 

only be defined u a radical by auch a hi.ah To,:y u Wordnorth.1 Durl.Da 

her youth Mra. Ward vu anatly influenced by Mr. ad Mn. w.z. Jonter. 

th• uacl.e ad aat who loobcl after her duriQa th• uuettle4 childboocl 

yMn. Poreter, a --• of Cladatoaa' • fint and eecond Ccmaraaat•• 

u Nllllllbend both for the lclucation Act of 1870 ad for hU unhappy 

yun u aitef Becntazy for Inland h'm 1880 to 1882; durtna both 

hU ten■ of off ice h• wu under fir• froa th• ac,n radical Mllben of 

th• Liberal Party• both in hU conat1taacy and in th• eosaou. 
2 

A 

third -jor political :lafluac• OD Mn. Ward wu that of th• Oxford 

liberal.a, naaely Jontt ad Pattuon. 

UDtil 1880 then ee-4 little reuOD to beliew that Hra. Ward 

would not ad her day• u a rather Wldgiah Liberal, but the •eparation 

of the Wida• froa the Liberal.a on Ir1eh BoM lule, and th• 1aaral re-
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drawina of political cH.natona towat:da the end of the ninetNnth 

century •• her 110ft to illcnulqly couenatift bal:lefa. M with 

ao 1UID7 othera, it vu Mn. Ward'• diaenchaataat with Gl.adatone'• 

Iriah policy that led to her aplit with the Ltbei-ala. Durina her 

w.ait to her uncle at DllbU.n at 0lr1atau ill 1880 ah• concluded that 

h1a difftculU.u wn aot only the nault of the tancl tugua' • out­

rqu ad of the attacka by the radical Maben of th• Cabinet, ill 

i,ftticular Joaepb Chaerl.aiA and John Briaht • but that th-, were 

alao th• ruult of Cladllton•'• l&ck of npport.3 
With Cladaton•'• 

introduction of the Id.ah JloM lule Bill ill 1886, the fiDal break 

with the Liberal.a c..., an4 both the Warde becae ataunch Uuioniata. 

During the •iahtMll-l.liMUu Mn. Ward apoundecl her u ... moat 

clearly ill her "political" DOYela, Dlffid Grine, Marcall.a and!!!, 

Ceorp Tru•m• Ber Yi• ta that eOMWhere at the top then ta a 

arietocratie '1.tte which 1a a1ao open to a ...U mmber of the acep­

t1o1la117 talented. Th1a great nYerence for the upper cluau ..... 

to reflect Mn. Wud'a buically aidclle clue bacqround. While 

enjo,ina their pd.Yil.aaed atatua tha ..abera of the elite have a 

twofold oblipeion-firatly, th4lJ auat dnote th....ift■ to the wel­

fare of the ...... an4 aecon41y, they mut trauatt to future aenera­

tiona th• ucua•latad cul tun and wudoa of th• put. Ber ahloat 

aauloua rupect for 'l'h• Crown &114 ao,alty 1a nvealecl by her letten 

ducriblq her Yiait to W:lndaor to ... , Queen Victoria'• aldut 

dauahter, the laprua l'rederick, on l(Oftllber 18, 1898. In 1etten to 

her father an4 her daupter aha ducribecl the Baprua rrecterick, who 
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hacl rud ad -.,oyec1 her boob-particularly Sir Gears• Truaacty ad 

1la11,eck of lenn1.•i4al•, u "-..y attractiw", "•eaaitin", "fapulaift", 

''aore chandaa thaa I had taqiu4", "• thoroup lagU.hNMD", 

"ab110lutely lnaltah", ad "ayapathetic".4 

Ill accordace with her nepect for loyalty and for th• uu­

tocracy 1D 1enaral, Nn. Wad oppoaecl •ocial1•, ad indMCI, a.y other 

fora of collectiviat political pMJ.oaopby, ad fawured 11141vid:uaU•, 

while not d-,ina the illportance of a aocial coucf.ence. l'or aaple, 

Dand Grine'■ thOlaaht• on aoc:Sal:f• an really hens 

lut locf.aU ... , u a ay•t•, ..... to!!!.• at a.y 
rate, to atria don ad vukan the aoat pnciou thina 
1n the world, that Oil vbich the whole of cf."riliaed life 
ad Proan■• r .. ta - the apriq of will and c:ouciace 
ill th• 11141.ridual. Socialf.•, u a apirit, u a iD­
fluaae, ta u old u oqaniaed tboqht and froa th• 
bea:fnn:Sn1 it hu forced u to think of th• !&Jl1 vha 
othuviN ve ahould be tb1nldna of th• ou.5 

In Marcalla thU aphuta on the iDdiridual ta part of th• political 

philoaopby of BalliD, the wiae un of left-wing political "Be would 

haft built hU State OR the purified will of the individual MD. 06 

Bar rupeot for the upper clu•• ta alao bued on ita fine 

qualiti-■ ad it• 111.aaion at hGM and. abroad1 

It WU the CCIIIIIOII philoeophy of the educated ad 
futidiOWI obaernr; aD4 it neted on 1c1 ... of th• 
anatwa of BnaJand ad the infinity of Bnalad'• 
111.aaion, 011 the riahta of ability to goftm u con­
truted with the aqualid poeaibilitiu of deaocracy, 
on the utural k1na•h1p of th• hiaher racu, and on 
a profOWMI penoul Mlliratioll

7
for the virtuu of the 

••ntatrator ad the eoldiu. 

ly th• ''hiaher racu" Mn. Ward IINll8 tho•• of European, pnferably 

.Altalo-laon, ori1in, a.d when ah• talb of Iaperial unity ad fell.ow-
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■hip ah• refer■ only to the ■o-calle4 'ivtiite Dadniou"--can.da, 

Autralia, R• 1-Mland ad South Africa. It ta not hard to under­

■tad why Mn. Ward vu ■o attracted by the IaperW1.a of llplina 

and Challberlain-duptt• her earlier criticua of Ma-and th• th ... 

of the "vhtt• 11an' • burden" which not only ■atiafiad her uiatocratic 

nwa, but al■o ntiafied bar ideal■ of ■oc1al ••nice. then ... of 

the three •••ration■ of Amolda 011 Imperial affm• pre■ent an 

intare■tiq eontrut. Althoup Dr. Amolcl wu not arutly c:oncera.ed 

with probl-■ of lapin, ht■ purcliu• of lad ill ltev %Ml.an.cl ad hi■ 

threat to ■Mk the freer air of th• United Statu indicate a --■ura 

of diuatiafactioll with lnaland and ■oma ■JIIP&thy for the Coloniu.8 

the •acond aeuratioD, typUie4 by TOIi Arnold, bia brother, wuu-, 

ad other aaber■ of their circle 11b Coldwin Saith and the poet, 

CJ.ouah, were 1n IIOft actift nbellioll agaiut th• ■tatu■ ..9!!2• They 

looked to tM Colmdu to prodd• a freer ud purer life ad r•■tned 

anti-Illpariali■t until they died.' Mahar■ of th• thild generatioll, 

on th• other bad, lib Hr■• Ward ad B.O. Amold-ronter, nn ■troagly 

!apar1a1.iat and ardent supporter■ of "the &atabli■haant". 

On practically wer, political, u nll u rellaiou■ utter, 

Mr•. Ward and her father found th-■elft■ in •harp diaagreeMnt 1 

Yet there wu hardly a public quutioll, apec1ally 
1n hia later year■, on whlcb Mn. Ward and her father 
did not differ profoundly; for Toa Arn.old hated "Iapar­
ialia" and the IIOdem world, upeciaJly auch wifuta­
tiou of it u the <-.lun■n capaip and th• South African 
War. Mr•. Ward, on the other had, ntchad the for.er 
with all th• pride ancl dread that C011N froa a per■cmal 
■take ill f)J- adnnwre; for vu not Colonel Nffille 
L,,CtaltOQ 1n COlaaD4 of a brtpde, md had be not left 
hi■ wile ad children under our care at Stocb CottagaT11 
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Tb• oppoeition of Lloyd Georae and a aubatantial wing of the Liberal 

Party to the South African War further atreqthenecl Mrs. Ward•• aup,,,­

port of the Conaenat'ive Party and the Impetialut cauaer 

And, u ia.mtably happeu in all such contro­
vereiu, n. pu•ioa felt by the other aide c:ontti­
buted to the hardezdna of her OWll opinion, •o that 
th• encl of th• var found her •re •taunch an Iapertal­
ht, aore definite a Comenatiwi than eh• would haw 
Mllitted her•elf to be before it. 2 

Clearly apruaed in Lady lo••'• Dauahter, 1903, i• the thw 

of the ''white aan'• burden". Mr■• Ward ducribu th• abauation of 

Sir Wilfrid Jury, quite an old un, vbo ha juat returned froa Teberan: 

It vu the ,,..rinu• of the 10ftm1na Bngl:lahaan, 
and it vu auvered ialediately by that other inetinct, 
partly phyaical, partly aoral, which keep• the elderly 
aan of affair• to b1e ta1k. Idlenuat Nol That way 
liu the end. To •laclum the ruah of life, for Mn of 
hie aort, 1• to call on death - death, the ••cnt pur­
suer, who h not far froa uch of ua. lfo, nol 11aht 
01ll It va• only the long dndgery behind, under alien 
auna, topther vith the iron certainty of fruh drud1•:ry 
ahead, that gaff Talue, after all, to thh rainy, thi• 
enchantina Piccadilly - that b-ot the atrina of feelq 
taut and all it• notu clear. 13· 

Th• trip to Borth Mlerica in th• Spring of 1908 appear• to ha•• 

confined Mr•. Ward' a lapffial belief•. ilthoqh Daehne, 1909, con-

4-. 1IUch in the New World, Canadian lorn, publ:lahed tha nest year, 

with ita lOYe ■tor,. of an Bnglhh ariatocrat and a Canadian pioneer, 

reflect• the author'• reapect and admiration for her iaa1• of a Canada 

and Canadtau-an iaaa• of another Bual.and acroa■ the Atlantic. UDdar­

lyiq the love etory :la the thaa of the tiu that bind lqlancl and 

Canada together. In particular, Kn. Ward enjoyed her trip aero•• 

C.nad■ in a pri.,ate car-the but way to tr&ftl.-pmnded by Sir 
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William van Horne, head of the Canadian Pacific l!ailway, She and 

her daughter• Dorothy• were overwhelmed by the vastness of the 

Prairies and the majesty of the Rocldea, In Vancouver they renewed 

their acquaintance with Mackenzie King, who had been a resident at 

the Pa1smore Edwards Settlement and who showed them the eights of 

the city including ChiD.atown.14 The hero of Canadian Born expreaeee 

Mrs, Ward's views on Canada: ''Yee, we are loyal, as you are--loyal 

to a COIIIIIIOD. ideal, a common mission in the world, 1115 ''Yeel - we 

stand together, We march together, but canada will have her own 

hiatory; and you must not try to make it for her, 1116 

In Toronto Mrs, Ward met her father's friend, Goldwin Smith­

a Pree-trader, a Republican, and an opponent of Imperialism: 

It was difficult after a t:lme to keep patience with 
the Englishman whose moet passionate desire seemed to be 
to break up the Empire, to incorporate Canada in the 
United States, to relieve us of India, that "splendid 
curse", to detach frOlll ua Australia and South Africa, 
and thereby to wreck for ever that viaion of a banded 
commonwealth of free nations which for innumerable minds 

17 at home was feat beCOllling the romance of English politics, 

Except on the political incorporation of Canada into the United States, 

Goldwin Smith proved a more accurate prophet, 

However, Mrs~ Ward never doubted that she waa right; her 

Imperial convict:1.ona·were reinforced by her reactions to the F:l.rat 

World War in which men and women fr0111 all over the Empire contributed 
, I 

' to victory, She felt that if he had lived the loyalty of the British 

Empire during the war would have perauaded Goldwin Smith to change 

hie mind: 
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I wish he could have stood with me, eight 
years after thill conversation, on the Scherpenberg 
Bill, then held bye Canadian division, the approach· 
to ita aUllllllit guarded by Canadian sentries, and have 
looked out over that plain where Canadian and British 
graves, lying in their thouaands side by aide, have 
for ever sealed in blood the union of the elder and 
the yoiilnger nations. 

The extra load of work entailed by the First World War proved 

a serious strain on Mrs. Ward's health, and it marked a climax in her 

life, Naturally, she took on tasks besides her literary and social 

work, She was an energetic member of the "Joint Advillory Committee" 

on solders' pensions and she converted the Pasamore Edwarde Settle­

ment, the social centre aha W!IS running in London, to a temporary 

ho■tel for Belgian refugees.19 However, her war work which she 

thought the most important was the writing of three books of propaganda 

at the auggestion of Theodore Roosevelt in a letter of December 27, 

1915 asking for a aeries of articles 011 England's fine war effort 

to counteract Anglophobia in the United States. 

What I would like our people to visualize ie 
the effort, the resolution and the self-sacrifice 
of the English men and women who are determined to 
see this war through,20 

Sir Edward Grey, the Foreign Secretary, and Lloyd George, Miniater of 

Munitions, as well !IS officials at the Admiralty and the War Office, 

favoured Roosevelt's idea and Mrs, Ward toured munitions factories, 

visited the Pleet, and msde three visits to France, seeing the B,E.F, 

21 in action and even going up to the fr011t line, 

In her third volume,011 the war, The Fields of Victory, 1919, 

she declares flatly that it was Britain which won the war: 
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But, as it happened, the Briti•h Array was at 
ita zenith of power• number•• 1111d efficiency• when 
the last halllner-blowe of war had to be given-and 
our Amy gave them,22 · 

Of the French 1111d American contributions to victor,. ahe wzote 1 

['lhe Prench Army after Verdun wul • • • in­
evitably husbanding ita reaourcu in men and 
yielding to the Am1ea of it• Allie• the hottut 
work in the final et~ggle, 

The young 1111d growing American Army• which 
had only been aome ab: months in the fightP.!8 
line, and was still rather a huge pJ:Ollliee,23 

At the end of the war, while admitting that England wu wear,. of her 

mauy raepon■ibilitiee • Mr•, Ward concluded . that the Imperial bonds 

were etronger than ever: 

She 1a glad end thankful - the 'weary 
Titan' - to hand over •ome of her reapon■ibilitiee 
to America, 1111d to ·ehare uumy of the rest, She 
wante nothing more for her•elf - the Great Mother 
of Nations - why should aha? She hae so much, 
But lo•• of prestige? The feeling in those with 
whom I have talked, is rather the feeling of 
Kipling'• Recuaional - a profound 1111d wondering 
recognition that the Imperial bond hu indeed 
stood •o magnificently the teat of theee four 
yeara, j1111t u Joseph Chamberlain, the Empire­
builder, believed 1111d hoped i5

4
wou1d et■nd, when 

the day of testing ccne; •.• , 

Although the war had jWltified Mrs,· Ward'• faith in the Empire 

it required her to recognize more clearly tl:!e alow decline of the 

Engliah aristocracy• which ehe had already noted in 1913 in 1!!!. 

Co:rzaaton Plllllily, 25 Yet, in 191S ahe etill does not feel that democ­

racy p:rov1clee a aatiafactor,. anawer to the problems of society. Mark 

Winn1ngton, the hero of Delia Blanchflower • watchu a protest march of 

deaperate atr1k1ng docker• 1111d :Imagines their thoughts: 
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'For God's sake, you who have intelligence and 
education, and time to use them, think for Ul!ll -
think with ul!l I - · find a way out I More wagel!l - more 
food - more leil!JUre - more joyl By Godl We'll have 
them or bring down your world and oure in one ruin 
together!' •• , And then far back, from the middle of 
the lut century, thare came to '1Hnn1ngt:on'l!l 11.eten­
ing mind the cry of the founders of Bnglil!Jh democracy. 
'The vote - g:lve us the votel - and bring in the re:lgn 
of plenty and peace.' And the vote was g:lven.. Sixty 
year• - and still tbil!J gaunt procel!ll!lionl - and all 
through industrial England, the same unrest, the same 
b:f.ttemess.26 

Later :In the conflict which, by the way, she regarded u a 

purifying experience for· England, 27 when she bed seen the magnificent 

efforts· made by l!JO many Bngliah men and woman at the battlefront and 

at home, her distrust of the 1111111ees appreciably leaaened. In M:lasing. 

a war novel wh:lab enjoyed quite a popular succees-:f.t eold 21,000 

cop:f.ea :In the 'O'n:lted State• alone :In the two montba after its publica­

tion28-the hero:_,tells his wife about the democratizing effect of the 

wart:lme army: 

Nothing counts but what you are - it doean' t 
matter a brass ha'p'orth what you iiave. And aa the 
new armies COiiie along that'll be ao more, It's 
'Duke's eon and Cook11!J eon,' tiNerywhere, and all the 
t:lma. If it wu that :In the South African war, it'e 
twenty t:lmea that now. Tb:f.s war ia bringing the nation 
together u notb:f.ng ever haa done, or could do, War 
:la hell:f.shl - but there's a deal ~o be sa:ld for itt29 

l?:f.nally :In Barveet, which appeared :f.n lc,920 and was her last 

novel, Ceptain Blleaborough talks of the effect of the events of 

1914-1918: 

But all the t:lme there's revolution going on 
bea:lde :lt (the war] all over the world... • All I 
know :f.s that the people who work with their handa 
are going to get a bit of their own back from the 
people wo work with the:lr heads - or their cheque-
booka. And I'm glad of :lt130 · 
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One of Mr■, Ward'e most wifortunate prejudices, her miatrust 

of foreigners, appears to have been confirmed by what she saw in the 

war. Prom her earlieat novels the foreigner, with a fw exceptions, 

was portrayed as unreliable, eccentric or comic: and in many caaes 

:Important characters in the novel ere led astray by their aclm1zt:ure 

of foreign blood, and this even if they have been educated in England, 

Por example, the Squire 1n Robert Blamers bas a great respect for .. , 

German acholarsh1p, yet he talks about the Germaus as a "uation of 

learned fools, none of whom ever sees beyond his own professl'iiial 

nose•~. 
31 

Naturally. wart:lme patriotism made Mrs, Ward even more 

anti-German. and in Lady Counie (1916) , a nostalgic look back at 

late nineteenth century Oxford, the author :lmegines'the thoughts of 

a German mill1ona1re who has come to buy an English collection of 

pictures: 

Thie England, with her stored wealth, and her 
command of the seae - 1111111t she always stand between 
Germany and her desires, He fo'U11d himself at once 
admiring and detesting the English scene on which he 
looked. 'l'hat so much good German money should have 
to go into English pockets for those ill-gotten 
English ~!eaaurel What a country to conquer - and 
to loot! 

Despite her anti-Germen sentiments and xenophobia generally• 

Mrs, Ward had a respect for Italy which dated tiaclc to her first 

reading of Ruskin and to the very pleasant holidays she had spent 1n 

that country; 33 
and Eleanor, (1900), showed the contraet between the 

reactionary old Italian order and progressive, modern Italy--"en 

object lesson to England and the world", 34 In the books written 

after 1914 she barely mentions Italy, presumably because she die-
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approved of Italian neutrality at the start and then of the 

ineffectual contribution made by Italy to the Allied cauae. In 

a reference to a girl who wui a quarter Italian, her prejudice 

shows itself clearly, 

Her Italian blood betrayed itself throughout, 
alike :ln. the kaen pleasure she took in the vario\111 
devices of her 8111llll plot [to 1ee her miserly father]: 
in the entire absence of any hampering 1cruples as 
to the disobedience and deceit which it involved; 
and in the practical intel.lisence with which she was 
ready to carry it out.3S 

With some reaervations, she does look on the French and 

Americana rather more favourably even if they set back and let 

England win the war. Despite her profeaaed admiration and love for 

the French, after reading her books one has to pity them for not 

being English, For example, in David Grieve it ie her maternal 

FrenCh ancestry which leads Louie Grieve to sin and suicide. For­

tunately, David, her brother and the hero, taku after the paternal 

side of the famil:,-reepectably English. 

'rite Americana, whom she regards aa fellow Anglo-Saxons, even 

though they are millguided, are somet:fmes most unfavourably depicted; 

Daphne (1909), is highly critical of the United States, and other 

works aleo betray a keen awareness of American faults1 

But an American that isn't quick'e got no 
right to md.st. You're bound to have heard the 
last thing, end read the laet book, or people 
just went to know why you're there.36 

In contrut to her unyielding ZS11ophobie and lllpedaU1m1 

Mr1. Ward did aign:lf:lcantly change her views on the :la1ua of votes 
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for women as a result of her wart:lme experiences, Although for a 

quarter of a century before 1914 she hlld actively opposed female 

suffrage, after this she did modify her views on the franchise for 

women, which 11he now no longer opposed 110 fiercely on principle, 

This was not only because she was so busy with other work, but also 

because she learned from her travels in England, France and Belgium 

that women were in fact capable of taking a full part in the life of 

the nation, 37 

Despite her work for women's causes since the early days at 

Oxford when she had joined with Mrs, Ma: Muller and Mrs, Mandell 

Creighton in campaigning for women's medical education, in providing 

lectures for women, and in f01111ding Somerville Hall, Mrs. Ward did 

not believe that women ought to be given the Parliamentary vote, 

However, she did feel that wolll!lD ought to play a more important role 

in local government which dealt directly with such matters of health, 

housing, social work and education of which WOllleD had had some prac­

tical experience,
38 

A year after the publication of Robert El11mere 

had made her a celebrity, Mre, Ward in May 1889 made the first public 

statement of her opposition to woman suffrage when, uith'other dis­

tinguished women, she signed "A Woman's Appeal against Female Suffrage" 

39 · 
which was published in The T1mes. Other signatories included the 

Dowager Lady Stanley of Alderney, Mra, Alma-Tadema, Mrs, Matthew 

Arnold, Mrs, Mandell Creighton, Mr11, W,E, Forster, Mrs, Goschen, 

Mrs, T,H, Green, Mr11, T,B, Huxley, Mrs, Max Miiller, Mies B. Potter, 

Mrs. L. Stephen and Mrs. A, Toynbee, Many of these later regretted 
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their signature. For example, both Beatrice Potter and Mrs. 

Creighton :l.n 1906 proclaimed their adhesion to the suffragist 

movement, 40 The former, later Mrs. Sydney Webb, must have found 

her early opposition to the suffragette movement embarrassing, and 

it hlllll been suggested by Constance Rover, a well-known writer on 

the suffragettes, that this may explain why the Fabians were luke­

w•rm· :l.n support of votee for women. 41 

The "Appeal" gave five principal reasons for the opposition 

of the signatories to the female franchise, Firstly, women already 

had enough •hara :l.n local govemment whel'.e they could play a useful 

political role, although Mrs. Ward later felt that it was necessary 

to campaign more actively for tbs greater representation of women 

on local government bodies. Secondly, once involved in the heat of 

party politics, women would lo•e their indirect influence on the 

decisions made by the men. This argument could perhaps apply chiefly 

to the well-educated and informed women capable of :1.nfluenc:1.ng the 

decision■ of the man :l.n their lives, Thirdiy, and this reaaon was 

perhaps more justif:1.able, it was argued that while male suffrage 

waa still limited there would ba grave difficulties :l.n the :lmplemen­

tat:l.on of female suffrage, For example, the problem would arise 

whether votu should be given to wives of electors or given on a 

different set of qualifications, 

Fourthly, and rather more vaguely, wali the argument that the 

time WIii! not yet r:l.pe for the enfranchisement of women, Finally, the 

"Appeal'.' argued that during the past fifty years injustices to women 
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had been remedied by govermnenta of men only. elected by men­

an over-opt:lm:l.atic view :l.n the year when the first London per­

formance of Ibeen's Doll's House caused a furor by a111ert:l.ng the 

r:1.ghts of a married woman. 

After tb:l.s statement of oppoait:l.on Mrs. Ward concemed her­

self with other matters for some year•. However, :l.n 1907, alarmed 

by the :l.ncreas:l.ng activity of the suffragettes, she. actively cam­

paigned aga:1.nst them. Her f:l.rat volley :l.n the battle of words, 

ma:l.nly to be written words, wars fired at Mr. Dick:l.naon'1 Women's 

Bufranch:l.sement Bill wh:l.ch was talked out of the Commons on March 8, 

1907. In a letter to The Tmes, Mrs. Ward argued that, even though 

it might eomat:lmes be difficult to dist:I.Jigu:l.sh between local and 

Imper:l.al affairs, women•, auffrage ahould still be conf:l.ned to local 

government where women wera fitted t.cLP~Y. a ~ul~e. 42 She felt 
. -

that as they could not d:l.rectly_~lv~emsalves :l.n_~itary and - . . ' -~--.. 

Imperial utters the vote would give women "power without reaponai-
- ------ -·- ---~-... ------------- -- -- -~ - .... _ 

bil:l.ty"; and she feared the addition to the voter's roll 'of a large· 
-----·--·-----------~------- -- - .. ---·•·- ~-.--. ...-...,,· "•¥-~------.~~-~---~ 

number of uutsble and ignorant women. Some of the obvious :l.nconsie-
,.----- ------------~---....... ·-------------...~ 

tenc:l.es :l.n Mrs. Ward'11 letter were· 1mu11d1ately pointed out at a meeting 

of the l-1omen Is Soc:l.al and Political Union held to protest thia govem­

ment Is failure to support the bill. Mr, Iarael Zangw:1.11, quite a 

successful novel:lst, pointed out that he d:l.d not play a direct pert 

:l.n m:1.1:1.tary affairs, but had the vote; whereas moat soldiers and 

sailors, on the other hmld, were not qualified for the francb:l.se at 
/ 

all, He regarded the catchword "power without respons:l.bil:l.ty" as 
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Mra. Ward'• beat contribution to fiction. 43 

After her visit to North America the following year, Mra. 

Ward again put herself in the forefront of the battle by writing 

to '1'he T:lmea that ahe had aeen that after 11ixty yean of agitation 

the woman auffrage movement in the United States was in the proceaa 

of defeat and extinction at the hand■ of the women themaelvea, and 

she concluded that a similar defeat of euffragi■m would follow in 
44 . 

England. Aa the next four yeara were to see the addition of five 

11uffrage etatea-Washington, California, Oregon, Arisona and Kanaaa­

she certainly misjudged the liltnngth of the 11uffragette movement in 

the United Btatu. 'l'he letter anded with a promise of an English 

anti-suffragist movement. Her daughter statea thlilt Mr■• Ward was 

persuaded to atart th1• organization by Lord Cromer and other 

prominent opponent11 of votea for woman, 45 

When the new organization-the WOl!lllD's National Anti-Suffrage_ 

~aa founded in July 1908, '1'he Timea 1n a leading article waa 

enthu■iastic1 

Whan Mr■• Ward affirms that the propoaed change 
would be a diaaster for England, and firat and fore­
most for the women themaelvaa, we are aatiafied that 
•he 1■ expreaaing the view of the great bulk of English­
women.,, , 'l'he reel reuon why women ought not to have 
the political franchiae 1a the vary aimple reason that 
they are not men, and that, according to a well-known 46 dictum, even an Act of Parliament cannot make them IHD, 

At the inaugural meeting of the League on July 21, 1908 Lady Jersey 

presided; Lady Baversham wu choaen provisional chairmani and Mr■, 

Ward, who was put in charge of propaganda and publications, moved the 

adoption of the League's manife■to which tended to repeat the argumenta 
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provi01111ly expressed in the "Appeal" of 1889 and :l.n the novelist'• 

frequent letters in the correapondence col1111111S of The Tfmea, and wh:l.ch 

fixmly reiterated the plea for women to confine·themselvea to local 

government, In her apeech Mrs, Ward produced the rather ludicrous 

argument that female suffrage might be possible for lilllll11 end unimpor­

tent countries, but such a great country u England with her world-wide 
' 

, ' reeponoibilities just could not afford io· _take the r:l.ek of giving the 

46 : 
vote to women, Thie argument must have pleased such notable pro-

coneuls of Empire ae Lord Cromer, Lord CUrzon, Lord Milner, Joseph 

Chamberlain and Rudyard Kipling, all of whom had joined tb,e opposition 

to female suffrage, 

AIJ chairman of the publicatiOlllil eub-comm:J.ttee, Mra, Ward busied·· 

herself with the production of a number of pamphlets and The Ant:1.­

Suffrege Review, which £:I.rat appeared in December 1908, A d:l.atresaing 

debate with Mre, Fawcett, a leading suffragette not ea militant aa the 

Pankhurcts, on votes for women, atrengthened her naolva to confine 

heraelf to the wu of the wr:1.ttGn word, To the meeting on February 26, 

1909 in the Paeemore Eclwardl!I Settlement Ball twice as many auffragettea 

u ent:1.-suffragettes wan invited end Mrs, Ward lost tha debeta by 74 

to 235,47 Mrs, Fawcett, who appaara to have liked and reapected Mrs, 

Ward despite the d:l.aagreement on th• french:l.ae, gives an interuting 

glimpse of Mrs, Ward after the debate: 

She [Mre, Ward] •aid to me with violence in the 
little room at the back of the platform, to which we 
were both she1>h•rded when the meeting wu over• Mrs. 
Fawcett wrote· aftezwuds, 'I shall NEVER do th:l.a eort 
of thing again, NEVER; and I shall write to the papers 
to say ao, •48 



- 83 -

Mrs. Ward had great faith 1n the efficacy of a letter to the papers, 

particularly to The 'times, and after thia debate there is no mention 

of any direct confrontation with the suffragettes. 

In addition, Mra. Ward vu using her novels to convey her views 

on the question of the vote. The first direct reference to the issue 

ia 1n The Teatiy of Diana Mallory, (1908) ; and the heroine's opinion 

ia: "Dear, you can't wish itl - you can't believe itl To brutalize -

unsex us l .. 49 The following year, Daphne stressed the close relationship 

between auffragiam and the breakdown of the family: 

Yet, of course, she [Daphne] waa a 'Feminist' -
and particularly aasociated with thoae peraons 1n the 
suffrage cam§ who stood for broad views on marriage 
and divorce. O 

In 1913, The Coryaston Family told of the diautroua results frca too 

auch power in the handa of a woman. The message that voun' • place is 

in the boa cOMa clearly across in thia uvkiah d.1aloaue: 

'I say, Luter, if we can't find aeneroaity, 
tenderness, an open mind - among women - where the 
devil are we aoina to find th•f' He atood up. 
'And politics k.111• all that kind of thing.' 
'Phyaician, heal thyself,' laughed Luter. 
'Ah, but it' a our buain••• l ' - Coryaaton amote the 
table beside him - 'our dusty d d buainua. We've 
got somehow to push and harry and drive the beastly 
world into some aort of decency. But the VOIUlll 
Ouahtn't they to be 1n the shrine - tending the 
mystic firef What if the fire gou out - if the 
heart of the nation clieet•Sl 

Later in the book th• th•• of the woun rna1n1na uncontaainatecl by the 

squalor of political reality is reputed, "What the deuce have WOMU to 

do with political Why can't they leave th• rotten thin&• to uat"52 
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For a woman whose many activities left her little t:lae for 

tending the "myetic fires" thie seems a strangely inconsistent attitude. 

The .,.,Jrn1nation of this literary campaign cerne with the publication of 

the· anti-suffrage novel• Delia Blanchfl~er. Delia, basically a · "good 

girl", falls under the malign influence of Miss Marvell, an embittered 

and nearly insane suffragette whose activities reach a climax with the 

arson of Monk's Lawrence, country aeat of the Borne Secretary. In the 

blaze the caretaker's crippled child is killed. Delia cornea to her 

s811Ses and rnarriea Mark TJ1uu1ngton, who holds strong views against votes 

for women: 

But can women share the male tasks that make and 
keep ua a Nation, amid a jarring and environing boat of 
Natioii'.T - an Ernpire, :!§h the guardianship of half the 
world on ita shoulders? -

And while England pondera • bewilderQd by the very 
weight of her own load, and its rEl,l!lponaibilitiu, cornee, 
suddenly, thill tram of Maenads rushing through tha 
land, shrieking and deetroyiug,54 

Mre, Ward believed that her anti-suffrage activities, particularly the 

writing of Delia Blanchflowar, made her unpopular and had a markedly 

delete~ effect on the circulation of her novw.55 Yet, the decline 

in sales is more logically attributed to the deteriorating quality of 

her novela, and Delia Blanchflawer is a particularly badly-written book, 

Meanwhile, Mrs, Ward had become involved in the political career 

of her eon, Arnold Ward, vho, defeating the Liberal incwnbent, was elected 

and re-alected the Un:lon:lat Member of Parliament for the constituency of 

Weat Hertfordshire in the January and December electiona of 1910, Mr■• 

Fawcett criticized Mrs, Ward'• inconeiatency in campaigning for her ■on 
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while maintaining that women were unfit to vote, but Mr!J, Ward replied 

by asserting the right of educated women to try to influence me1e· 

voters.56 Her Letters to My Neighbours, published in January 1910, 

were circulated to the West Hertfordshire electors and the family felt 

· S7 that these made a substantial contribution to Arnold Ward's victories, 

These articles contained her views on the important issues of the day­

the fate of the House of Lords which she wanted to save. tariff Reform 

which she favoured, the new 'Land Taxes which she abhorred,- Home Rule for 

Ireland which she still opposed', and various other ''Radical Absurdities" 

which she mocked. 58 

As a Member of Parliament until 1918, Arnold Ward proved to be 

u conservative as hie mother. In September 1911 he refused to accept 

payment as an MP, returning hie cheque to the Chancellor of the Ex­

chequer. 59 Before that, in July 1910, he had opposed Mr, Shackleton's 

J.lemale Suffrage Conciliation Bill, not on the 11ene1ble,;grounde that it 

would undemocratically give the vote to .older single women, but on the 

ridiculous grounds that female suffrage would effectively give the woman 

two votes: 

There is one point in our present situation tonight 
which powerfully illuetrates·the indirect influence of 
women in politics at the present day, I do not know 
whether it 1a indiscreet to mention it, but ill the courae 
of making enquiries among a great many members as to their 
attitude upon th1a question, I find nothing more striking 
than the number of instances in which, I will not say the 
opinion, but the course of action, of a given Member 1a 
being influence- - wisely and legit:l.metely influenced -
by some particular individual women. Innumerable unseen 
women will suard the entrance to thosa Division Lobbies 
tonight, and will be voting through us, It is no,, pro­
posed, in addition, that they should have votes for them­
selve11, thus sract:lcally having two votes, while we. have 
none at an,6 
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'rhe spectecle of theae Imperial decillion maker11 cowering before their 

1110there and wives doe1 not inapira confidence in the Brit:lah F.mpire. 

llaspite, or becauae of, Arnold Ward'• oppoaition the bill pasaed, but 

it wu referred to a Comittee of the Whole Bouae and died • natural 

death when Parliament wu dissolved. 'rhe Liberal leaders wdemtand­

ably did not favour • bill which would give .the franchise to the pre­

dominllntly Conservative sector of the population-elderly spinsters. 

At the same t:lme as ShilCkleton'• bill was before the Bouee, -· 

the Man I e League for Opposing Women I s Suffrage was formed Wider the 

presidency of Lord Cromer; and :lD December of the emne year, this llale 

organization merged with the WOlll8ll' • League to form the National Lugue -

for Opposing Women'• Suffrage. Not aurpr:laingly, Lord Cromer became 

Preaident of th:la new body• while Lady Jeraey stepped down to become 

Deputy-Pruident. Naturally, Mn. Warcl cont:lniled to play an :Important 

part in the organization, now ae chaiman of the Local Govermnent 

Advancement sub-comittee, which campaigued for more women :lD the 

local level of gOQrmnent. 

When Lloyd George spoke :lD Novembar 1911 favour:lng women 

suffrage, Mrs. Ward bec:ua almoat demented. In her reply she wrote 

of the grave threat of WOIDml suffrage to England'• international 

preatige and ImperW power ancl she observed1 

Moreover, the whole future of legitimate and slowly 
developing power that now lies before Bngli1h WOllll!D of 
every cl.w,a will have been encl1111gered; the 'wild W0111BD 1 

of these latter days will have become an institution, and 
Bngl:lah politics will have ·begun to drop to the window-
bra•k1ng level. · 

All this our Welsh Chaucellor ri1ks with a light heart. 
Ona is reminded of a fmoua aaying of Moauu:

6
i'rbe Celts 

have ahaken all the Statu, and foUllded none. 1 
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The foll.owing August Mrs. Ward qain wrote to The T:lmu, 

asking tor aupport for her Local Govermnent Advancement Committee, 

ad pointing out that there were only twenty-on• women on all the 

Engl:f.eh borough and county council.a and that thare were two hundred 

Boards of GuardlaDII without a single WOIUll member. 62 Sha and · aides 

actively c:ampaip.ed for 11ome women c:andidat811 for local government, 

but the case of Mias Willoughby doea not indicate that their efforts 

ware attanded with umch succeas. Mi11s WWoughby 11tood u an Indepen­

dent Moderate for the Boxton 11oat on the London County Council; ahe 

had been unable to get the official h•cldng of the Moderate (or 

CoDlilervative) Party. Despite the opt:lmism of Mra. Ward and the can­

vassars, Mias Willoughby received only 158 votas, trailing far behind 

the other four candidates who polled over two tho1111and votes each.63 

J1111t befora the war, Mr■• Ward appeared to be modifying her 

stand on female auffrage already, when she favoured the Scottish Home 

Rule Bill which would encourage the division between enlsrged local 

uaemblf.811 with adult auffrage and local legialatlve powers, and the 

central Imperial P11rUarnent, which would bli elected by men only. 

She felt that th:f.11 could be the bss:f.11 of a ''middle suffrage party". 64 

Ber support for Scottish Home Rule provides en intere■ting contrut 

to bar earlier fierce opposition to Home Rule for Ireland, 

With the outbreak of the First World War, the i1111ue of vote■ 

for women was overshadowed by more urgent concerns, and the magnificent 

work done by women did much to demonstrate the falsity of the argument 

that the female sex was unfit to take• full part in the affairs of the 
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nation. When, in 1917, Mr, Lloyd George 8IUIOUDCed his intention of 

extending the franchise to WOllll!ll, Mrs. Ward opposed the timiDg of the 

proposal rather than the principle behind it. She argued that 118 two 

hundred Members of Parliament 8114 two million male electors were eorving 

overseas the timo was uot right for such an important deciaion, but aha 

expressed her admiration for what women bad done ad thought that the 

issue could be considered after the wer.65 

When, :in J111111ary 1918, Lloyd George's Bill came to the Lord& 

from the Commons, Lord Curzon, then President of the National League 

for Opposing Women's Suffrage, Wide a stimns speech supporting Lord 

Lorebum's amendmellt to reject the clause on female euffrege. Mrs. Ward, 

sitting in the Gallery naxt to her old friend 8114 atagoldlst, Mra. 

Fawcett, waa thrilled; Lord Curson, the hero of the ati-suffl'agattes, 

would save the day. Then ehe was ■tumi.~ to hear Lord Curson 111111011DCe 

that, daapite his personal fcelinglil, he would not support Lord Lorebum'• 

arneudrneut because a subetent:l.al majority :l.n the COl!l!IIOllll had approved the 

principle of woman suffrage. the Bill pusad the Lords, and Mrs. Ward 

could do nothing but write• reproachful letter to Lord Curzona 

As to your speech, :1.t aeemed more 1111d more impos­
sible that it should uot be followed by a vote, If your 
views were still ■ucb, wu :l.t C011ceivllble that you should 
not give affect to them by a voto? , • • , Then ceme i}e 
anti-climax • .. • the effect llbsolutely dillutrou■ , 

Mrs. Ward's lack of bittemes■ at this defeat is shown by the fact that 

leas than two months later she joined with Mrs, Fawcett 1111d other impor­

tant W011181l in submitting a ''Memorial" urg:l.ns support of Lord Buckmuter'a 

bill to provide for the admi.ssion of WO!llln to the Bar; and one of tha 
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arguments used was that since female suffrage had been approved by such 

a great majority of the Co11J1120ns, women should also be admitted to 

equality in the legal professi~n.67 

Tired and aging, Mrs, Ward muet have been pleased to be able to 

retire with dignity from political controversy, Although the itlsue of 

female suffrage dragged her into the political arena, she did not enjoy 

direct participation in political strife, "rhroughout the novels she 

repeated the theme of women avoiding the dirty game of politics. 'Except 

for tilllea of crisis, like the Pirst World War, she maintained that the 

woman's place was in the home, and that even educated and intelligent 

women could be satisfied with only an indirect influence on public 

affairs. In politics she wanted to mould op:lnion, not to act, Yet, 

the demands of twentieth century politics and her fear of becoming an 

ineffectual intellectual, like Am:l.el, and her social conscience, drove 

her into a prominent place in the political battle, 



- 90 -

Footnotes 

1G.M. Harper, William Wordsworth, II, P• 372, 

2R.C,K, Ensor, England: 1870-1914, p. 19 & PP• 73-75, 

3Mrs, Humphry Ward, A Writer's Becollections, pp. 176-180, 
end, J.P. Trevelyan, The Life of Mrs. Humphry Ward, p. 40, 

4Mrs. Humphry Ward, A Writer's Recollections, pp. 319-322, 

-\rs. Huinphry Ward, David Grievs, II, P• 490, 

~s. Humphry '!lard, Marcella, II, p. 177, 

7Mrs, Humphry Ward, Sir George Tressady, I, p. 53. 

8 
~-• See Chapter I, P• 5, 

9Ibid~, See Chapter II, pp. 22-23, 

lONeville Lyttelton, later General Sir Neville Lyttalton, was 
Chief of General Staff from 1904 until 1908. He was the nephew of 
Mrs, Gladstone and brothar to Alfred Lyttelton, who succeeded Joseph 
Chamberlain as Colonial Secretary, 

11J,P. Trevelyan, The Life of Mrs, Humphry Ward, pp, 174-175, 

12 
~•• P• 176, 

13 
Mrs, Humphry Ward, Lady l!ase'11 Daughter, PP• 77-78, 

14J,P. Trevelyan, The Life of Mrs, Humphry Ward, pp. 214-220, 
The reference to Mackenzie King is on page 219, 

15
Mr11. Humphry Ward, Cllnadian Born, p, 441. ------

16tbid., p, 442, 



- 91 -

17Mrs, H11111phry Ward, A Writer's Recollections, p, 251. 
• 

18Ibid,, P• 2S2, 

19J,P, Trevelyan, The Life of Mrs, Humphry Ward, pp, 267-268, 

20Ibid,, p, 270, 

21Ib1d., pp, 271-300. 

2~s. Humphry Ward, Fields of Victory. P• 17, 

23Ibid,, p, 19, 

24Ibid,, p. 14, 

2~a. Humphry Ward, The Coryeston Family, p, 145, "How much 
longer will this rich, leisurely and aristocratic class, with all it11 
still surviving power snd•"privilege, exist among ue1 It is something 
that is obviously 111 the process of transmutation and decay, though 
in a country like England the process will be a very slow one," 

26 Mrs, Humphry Ward, Delia Blsnchflower, p, 328, 

27Mrs, Humphry Ward, A Writer's Recollect:l.oDB, p. 370, "They 
mean, surely that a new heat of intelligence, a new ps11e:l.on of 
sympathy and justice has been roused 111 our midst by thio vast and 
terrible effort, which, when the war ii over, will burn out of it­
self the rotten th111gs 111 our social 11tructure, and make reforms 
eaay, which, but for the war, might have rent U11 in 11under," 

28J.P, Trevelyan, The Life of Mrs, Humphry Ward, p, 289, 

29Mrs. Humphry Ward, Missing, p, 38, 

30Mrs. Humphry Ward, Harvest, p. 113. 

3\1rs, Humphry Ward, Robert Elsmere, II, p, 380, 

32.tra, Humphry Ward, Lady Collllie, p, 115, 



- 92 -

33Mra. Humphry Ward, A Writer's Recollections, pp. 264-267. 

34Mrs, Humphry-Ward, Eleanor, p, 41. 

35Mr S, Humphry Ward, The Mating of Lydia, P• 423, 

36 Mra. Humphry Ward, Eleanor, p. 424. 

37Mrs, Humphry Ward, England's Effort, pp, 41 .!!!:_ ,!!, 
Throughout the book, Mra, Ward stresses the great impression made on 
her by the work of the women in the munitions factor:1.es which increued 
their output tenfold from. December 1914 to December 1915, On page 41 
she relatea her conversation with a works superintendent: "As to the 
womenl" - be throws up his hands - "they're saving the country, Houra? 
They work t:l.me and a half or, with overtime, twelve hours a day, seven 
days a week,." 

31\irs, Humphry Ward, A 'Writer's B.ecollect:l.ons, pp. 152-153, 

39The Times, May 30, 1889, P• S, 

40 Ibid,, November 5, 19061 P• 8, 

41eonstance Rover, Women's Suffrage and Party Politics in Br:l.tain1 
1866-1914, p. 159. 

42 The Times, March 8, 1907, p, 6. 

431bid,, March 8, 1907, P• 6, 

44 B?!!•• June 30~ 1908, p. 9, 

45J,P. Trevelyan, The Life of Mrs. Humphry Wai:d, p, 230, 

46The Times, J~y 22, 1908, P• 14. 

47 Ibid,, February 27, 1909. 

48nay Strachey, Millicent Garrett Fawcett, p. 233. 

49Mrs. Humphry Ward, The Testing of Diana Mallory, p. 272, 



- 93 -

50Mrs, Humphry Ward, Daphne, p. 207, 

5¾h:s. Humphry Ward, The Corysston Family, p, 119, 

S2 Ibid,, p, 155, 

5~s. Humphry Ward, Delia Blanchflower, p, 330, 

S4 Ibid,, P• 331 

55J,P, Trevelyan, The Life of Mrs. Humphry Ward, p, 239. 

S6 . l The Times, June 20, 19 0, p. 10, 

57J,P, Trevelyan, The Life of Mre. Humphry Ward, PP• 2S0-251. 

5~e Timee, January 24, 1910, p, 7. 

59 Ibid,, September 14, 1911, p. 4, 

60c. Rover, Women's Suffrage and Party Politics in Great 
Britain: 1866-1914, pp. 39-40, · 

61.rbe Times, November 27, 1911, p, 9. 

62 Ibid,, August 12, 1912, p, 8, 

63 ~•, March 4, 1913, p, 6, 

64 Ibid,, May 15, 1914, p. 9, 

6S Ibid,, May 23, 1917, p. 9, 

66teonard Moeley, Curzon: The End of Sil Epoch, pp, 173-175, 

67E,M, Lang, British Women in the Twentieth Century, PP• 160-161, 



CHAPTER V 

MRS. WARD'S RELIGIOUS BELmrs AND SOCIAL WOBK 

In marked contrut to her :lncreaa:lngly reactionary political 

philosophy, Mrs, Ward remained conai11tently tolerant and liberal :ln 

her religious beliefa throughout her life. Not only did she favour 

tbe :lncl.uaion of all •hadu of Christian belief with:ln the Anglican 

Church, but ahe alao felt that other religiona-even thoae of the 

"leaser racea"-could have as much validity i11!1 Chriatianity. Writ:lng 

:ln reply to Gladstone'• argull16Dt-in h1a critical attack on Robert 

Elsmere-that the l!ll!IU:lng rise of Christianity alone proved the 

reality of miracle, she maintained: 

To the historian there ia no miracle, moral or 
phya1cal, :ln the matter, any more than there ia :ln 
the rue of Buddh1Gi or of any other of those vut 
religious •yatems with which the aoil of.hutory 1B 
strewn. Ha sees the fuel of a great ethical and 
ap1ritual movement, long :ln the preparation from 
many s1du, kindled :lnto flame by that apar~ of a 1 great peraonality-a life of genius, a tragic death. 

Thia ia very e:l.milar to Ernest Renan' s be1ief that Jeaua Christ waa not · 

God, but an sceptional man who refomad Judlliam so profoundly as to 

create a new religion. 2 Har religious ideas found a practical mode of 

expre■aion in her social work, which ehe regarded u the "aensibla" 

11111&D11 by which religion could conquer evil and •:ln. Report:lng a con­

versation with Gladstone on April 8, 1888, ahe wrote :ln an append:l.z to 

Robert Elsmere: 
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I eusgeated that though I did not w:lah for 
a moment to deny the existence of moral evil, the 
more one thought of it tbe more pldn became :I.ts 
connection w:1.th physical end social end therefore 
removable cond:l.tions.3 . 

'rile or:l.gin and development of Mrs. Ward' e relig:l.ous views. can 

be clearly traced back to Dr. 'rhomas Arnold, ,who was always a put:l.een 

of the 1:1.berel viewpoint, oppo11:l.ng tbeologicsl.reactioneries and.at 

the eame t=e abhorring dogma and the :lmpos:1.tion of tests on belief 
' . ,,., ~" 

for adm:l.•11:l.on to the Anglican Church. Be b=llelf had had eer:l.ous 
' ' 

doubts about subacr:l.bing to the Thirty-nine Articles, and consequently, 
. ' ' 

on all occae:lons he favoured charity and toleration on matters· of 

belief. In the next generation the Broad Church or Latitudinarian 

persuasion, led by Matthew Arnold, Jowett, and Dean Stanley, took a 

s:lmilar poaition. Mrs. Ward, moreover, was greatly 1Dfluenced by the 

Chriatian Socialism of F.D. Maurice and Charles Kingsley, who emphae:l.zed 

practical Christianity by working among the i>oor to lessen their re­

moteaeea from th• Establiahed Church. Ber unsettled childhood end her 

parents' d:l.eagreemente were ma:l.nly the result of sectarian d:l.eputee; 

her father bad to leave Talllll8Dia in 1856 after h:l.e conversion to Boman 

Cathol:l.c:ima becmne known. Later, he quarrelled w:1.th Newman end had to . ·,. 

relinqu:l.eh hi• post at the oratozy School becau11e of his sympathy 

towardlll the liberal Catholicism of Dr. Dollinger end he rejoined the 

Anglican Commwd.on. Still later, he lost not only many private pupils 

but al.eo the chance of election to the Chair of Early Eugl:l.eh at Oxford 

when he reconverted to the Catholic Church in 1876; consequently, it :Le 

huilly surprising that Mm. Ward herself should favour religiou free-
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dom and support the decisions of the individual cOMcience. 

'?he intellectua1 pi-ovenance of Mi's. Ward's religion can be 

traced to three majoi- sources. Firstly, Balliol wu the college 

not only of Jowett• whose libereli11111 had ude him the rallying point 

for all those discontented with the nari-owness and rigidity of the 

Establ11hed Church, but also of T,H. Green,,. who was tearing down : ,_c::' 
'· .. ·•.;\ ' 

the irrationel and supernatural elements in ·Ch~tian belief whiie,,.t-·.• ,. · ·'::: .?.'< 
\;.,·; 

stUl supporting the principles of the Christian moral code. In 

Dobert El11111ere, Green appeared u Grey, the hero'_e spirituel mentor, 

and the Greenian or Modernist 11e11&age :ls a;■o exprueed in the next 

book, David Grieve. Secondly, during the eighteen-eeventies, Mrs. 

Ward's own research in the Bodleian on early Span:Lsh Christianity 

demonstrated to her the doubtful origins of much _of orthodox Christian 

doctrine, and, in particular, she realized the apocryphal nature of , 

the supernatural and miraculous in religion. ·'?hirdly, the work of 

foreign acbolars, particularly in Biblical ,criticism, further con-

firmed her doubts !IS to the literal authenti~ty of the Scriptures. 

She particularly aclmired Rensn in France and-Ai:lolf Hamack in Gemsny 

for their painstaking research and rational public$tione, 
·'- ' 

In thoee of her novels with religious themes, Mn!. Ward not ·· ,:, " 

only convincingly demOMtrated 1ome of the abwrdit:Lee in the old 

religion, but she allo tried leaa aucceaefully to expound the new 

religious philosophy which she bad developed under Green's· influence, 

Robert Blamers telle the 1tory of a sincere and deeply religious man · 

whose intellectual powers make him painfully aware of the many :Lr-
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ratiODlllities and apparent :l.nccmaistencies :lil the dogma and doctrines 

of the Church of Engl.and :l.n which he hu takea Holy Order■• Intel­

lectual h011e&ty compels h:l.m to give up hia living, and he goM to 

London to work in the e1111118 for • Unitarian m:1.nister. After • peric,d 

:l.n the ■piritwll wilderness he evolves • new fom of practical 

Chrietianity stripped of the eupernatural and mirac:uloue elements 

and based :1.n■taad on the wi11dom of the soul and. the effort of the 

:Individual. The orgmw:ation which Dobert Blsmere formed--the. "New . , i ··· 

Brotherhood"- later to :l.nspire the foundation of the Univer■ity 

Ball and the PaalllllOre Edwarde Settlement•• 

Whereu Dobert Blln!ue ia buically thfl.etory of despair and 

:Intellectual travail ending with the death of th~ hero. David Grieve, 

on the other hand, tells of the hero who does not have to undergo the 

anguish of parting uith hie old beliefs and who, through everyday life 

nd practical,affaire, achieves spiritual serenity. Mrs. Ward herself 

thought these two novels expressed the two ■ich?e of the Greeni■n 

philosopby1 

But with this analysis of what may be called the 
:Intellectual preauppo■itions of Robert Blnere, my mind 
began to turn to whet I believed to be the other eide 
of the Green:lan or Moclern:lst mes11age-i.1i. that life 
:lteelf, the ordinary bumell life and experience of every 
day as it ha• bea slowly evolved through hi■tory, ill 
the true source of religion, if man will bu.t 1:1.eten to 
the 1118Ssage of his ow soul, to the voice of the 
Eternal Pr:l.end, epeaking through conecience, through 
Society, through Nature. Hence David Grieve, which 
was already :l.n my mind within • few monthu of the 
publication of Robert Elemerel4 
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The Cue of Richard Mernel,1. sequel to Hobert: Elsmere, was 

publi■hed in 1911, twenty-three years after the first opus, and, 

despite this long interval, the ■equal is e1111entially a rehuh of 

the ideas of its predecessor. However, there is one 11ign1f1cant 

difference-unlike Hobert Elsmere, Richard Maynell decides to etay 

in the Church of England and fight for hie beliefs. Yet another 

novel on religion, Helbeck of Bmmiedale, which was published in 1898, 

ie conce:raed rather with the conflict between modem enlightened 

Prote■tautism and reactionary Roman catholicism, and not with the 

expo■ition of any particular religious philosophy. 

De■p:lte pages of theological argmnent which appear complex, 

the :ldeaa developed in all of the novels are basically simple. 'l'he 

author hopee to ■trip Chri■t:lan:lty of the supernatural and the 

m:lraculoull; to open the 111811bership of the Establi■hed Church to u 

many Christians as possible; to accept Christ as a great inspiration 

to all men; to preserve Christiau morality; and to work for one's 

fellow men. 'l'he more critical and negative ideas are well argued ■nd 

clearly ezpreseed, but the attempt to expou11d positive belief■ doe■ not 

11eeu1 convincing. 'l'he argmnente are often vague and confwsed, betraying 

the lack of a real understmiding of the wbtleties of theological 

thought. Mrs. Ward sometime■ even descend■ to pointles11 generalit1e■ 

such as, "To reconceive the Christi It :ls the special tuk of our 

age, 115 or "Yet-is truth d1vided?"6 Through the verbiage this con­

fue:lon of faith by David Grieve means little more than God :le there 

and God :l■ good 1 



That the spiritual principle in Nature and men 
u.ists ud govenui; that miud cannot be ezplainttd 
out of anyt:hiag but: itself; that the human con­
aciowmeea derivea from a universal conaciouanus, 
and :la thereby capable both of knowledge mad of 

. goocklulil; that the phenomena and hiatory of con­
science are the highest revelation of God; that 
we are called to co-operation in a Divine work, 
mad in spite of pain mad sin may find ground for 
an :lnf:11:dte tt'Wlt, coveriag the riddle of the in­
dividual lot, 1n the history mad character of that 
work in man, ao far u it: bu gone-thue tbiaga 
are deeper and deeper r~itiu to•me. 'they govern 
my ~e; they give 1'1111 peace; they breathe ·to me 
hope, 

Mrs, Ward'a religioua t:b1nk1ng ts further muddled by her 

belief in a form of Wordawortbian Trenacendentaliam--,,atical c0llm!Ull1on 

with God through Nature. In the introduction to Richard MeyneU, lilhe 

wrote1 

In other words, - the words of a gi:-eat
8
poet, -

1the forni l"mD41oa, the function never dies'. Only, 
men are perpetually pouriag into both the 118W forces 
both of their belieflil and their diabeliafa, Aye, and 
1naens1bly, in the long "CUD, the form and functioos 
themaelves change; the atra11111 deflectlil its course and 
make-. a new cb11D11el1 the :Inward process becomea the 
outward; and that which aeemr.i to have least COllllllerce 
with change becomes, when we leaet

9
upact it, the 

m1niater and fountain of uew life, 

Of greater value than her confused relig:loua thought wu Mrs, 

Ward' a social work which besa with the founding of the Uoiveraity Ball 

Settlement in September 1890 I tb:la WU IIOdelled Dot only 011 the fictional 

''New Brotherhood", but also on Toynbee Hall,, Tha il.ovel:1.et had been 

greatly mpresaed by the aucceaa of the latter_:lnetitution,10 Ia com­

pany with auch religious liberal• as Dr, James Martineau-brother of 

Harriet Martineau; Lord Carliale--a temperance supporter and aocial 

reformer, and St0pford Brooke-the popular preacher who, like Bobei:-t 
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Elsmere, had left the Anglican Church becauee he could not subscribe 

to its doctrinea, Mrs. Ward made plana for the creation of the ''New 

Brotherhood" 1n BloOIIISbury. 'lhe residents at the Settlement would 

continue their careers while devoting their spare t:lme and energy 

to 1ocial and charitable work 1n a hall 1n Marchmont Streat-a etreat 

not far from BloDlllilbury, but it11 slums preaentad a striking contret 

to the upper middle clas11 reapectability of that area. In Words to 

Reaident11. a booklet written for the opening, Mrs. Ward made the 

1ocial aims of the Settlement clear1 

Whether on charity oq;aniaationc:ioimuitteea, or 
1n poor-law and sanitary work, 1n teaching and lectur­
ing, 1n boys' clubs, in recreati,.-, mn1ng classea, 1n 
the different country holiday uao~tiona of London, 
1n school llllSll8gl!lllent, 1n ho1pital vieiting, in the many 
attempts that may now be made to cheer and brighten the 
lives of the poor and 1tr11ggling, by education, there 
:la ample room for all who come. • ; ~: Speaking broadly, 
the ideal of the hall 1• that it ahould bea colony of 
men eniagad 1n their ordinary avocat:iona of life, but 
spending out of their margin of leiliure and strength 
such time and enarH as they can upon the special tasks 
of the 1ettlement. · 

To the founders, the religious aima of University Ball were more :Impor­

tant than the social work. Yet the Settlement -failed in its aims to be · 

a centre of religious thought, while th• social work pioved far more 

euccee1ful than the founders had expected. 

1!'rom the bflgfmdng there were cloae 11Dko with Unitar1an1sm. 

Dr. Martineau and Lord carliele were both Unitariallo, and Stopford 

Brooke, while remaining free of any religious affiliation, was most 

eympathatic to th• sect. The first Warden, Philip Wicksteed, wu 

per1uaded to leave hill minietry at the Unitarian chapel 1n Little 
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Portland Street to come to University Hall, Some of the committee, 

including Stopford Brooke and Lord Carlisle. wanted to call it a 

Unitarian settlement, but Mrs, Ward opposed this, not wanting to 

make a final break with the Anglican Church while she still felt 

that there was some chance of influencing it towards more Latitudin­

arian beliefs, Accordingly, she resolutely maintained the non­

sectarian nature of the settlement,12 The novelist's S)'lllpathies 

with Ua:1.tar:lanism are betrayed in Robert Elsmere, for it was a 

Ua:1.tarian minister whose understanding helped the hero out of his 

spiritual wilderness, 

The religious purposes of University Hall were fulfilled by 

Biblical studies and theological lectures for the residents, An 

attempt was also made to encourage local people to attend lecturee 

on religious themes, but this failed, In fact, the residents them­

selves began to object to the religious studies which they felt 

were intended to indoctrinate them with the ideu and ideals of 

Hobert Elsmere's "New Brotherhood", Eventually, the lectures and 

clasns on religion were discontinued. although in 1897 Mrs, Ward 

established the Jowett lectureship on a religious or philosophical 

subject,13 

As the original religious 8bl8 of the settlement proved to be 

unfulfilled and the social work more and more successful, it became 

obvious that University Hall was too large and- expensive for the 

residents, while the Marchmont Street Hall was inadequate for the 

crowds who attended concerts, discussions and debates, popular 
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lectures• children I a playt:lme ad club meetings. Coueq1111ntly • :Lt 

wu decided that there ehould be a new building to hoU11e both the 

:residents and the eocial centre. Honey c1111e from.various aource11 1 

illcl!lding £1,000 fZ'OIII Mrs, Ward and feoo from the Duke of Bedford, 

but the main contribution of £14,000 was given by Puamore Edwards­

• retired newapaper proprietoi- a1lll pWa.throp:l.et who during hia life 

bed paid for twenty-four free librariu. A site in Tavistock Place 

was provided by the Duke of Bedford. ground-landlord of the area, 

for • nomiual price on a 999 year lease; ill _addition, he agreed to 

return the ground-rent to the settlement. With the opening of the 

new building-named the PealllOre Edward• Settlement-ill autumn 18971 

the committee was able to expand COD!liderably :I.ta ■ct:1.v:f.tiea for the 

benefit of th• poor people from the Euston md St, Pancras area. 

The founder• of the Pa■aore Edwards Settlement were eapecially 

concerned with the children end amd.o\111 to save them from the tempta­

tion■ of :l.dlenese and the perils of th• etreete, ln 18118, they organ­

iced a play centre for children on weekday evening• and Saturday 

110rning•• Voluntary helpers 11111118ad and iMtructed the children by 

meau of games, 111Uic■l drill, singing, dancing• acting, story 

tolling, handwork and awe show■• Thie pzoved 1.10 aucceeeful that in 

1904 Mi's, Ward orslD:l.lled a committee to raise money for the opening 

of more play centrea in LOndon, The County Council wu favourably 

:lmpre11aed enough to make seven schools available for play centres in 

early 1905, and Toynbee Ball also opened a play centre. The movement 

proved :l.taelf in other parts of the country u well, and by 1918 in 
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London the settlement was achv1nf•tering s0111e twenty-nine play 

centres, each for a thow,and to fifteeu huuc'lred children. 14 

Resl:l.aing that there wu far too much to be done by voluntary 

organ1zation alone, Mrs, Ward hoped that local government would 1hare 

in the tasks of providing play centres, Writing in support of Clause 

35 of the Education Bill of 1906, which would ·empower local authori­

ties to raise money for holiday and evening recreation centres for 

children1 she explained: 

The whole plan wu to be an aper:lment:1 to 
extend over two or moi:e yeua 1 in the hope that it 
might ultimately lead to such int:ereat in.the matter 
on tha part of the public a1 would bring in the local 
authorities - in combination tdth voluntary effort -
and 10 secure to the children of London at once the 
trained superintendence of the authorities and the 
permanence given by a backg,:ound of pllid 01:ganization, 
together with the variety adJhe meeting of classes 
involved in voluntary effort, 

Deapite the enactment of thia cleuae, Mrs, Ward was unable to persuade 

the London County CoUllcil to raile 110ney for thia purpose for many 

year11. althoush they did permit the uaa of school buildings for play 

centres. free of cba1:ge, F1nally, in 1917 tha Board of Education 

announced that :Lt would contr:f.blite half the co1t of approved pley 

centrea I and th:ls WU followed by tha London County Council 119 decillion 

in 1919 to pay a quarter of the cost 1 leavins. voluntary worker• the 

obligation to pay ouly the remaining quarter, 

There atill nmained the problem of t;he wmt of occupation for 

ch11dren during the aummet holiday1 1 10 it was decided to 8:!ttend the 

prov:l.aion of leieure activities to include a vacation school in August 

at the Pusmore Edwards Settlemant, The f:l.ret vacation achool atarted 
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1n 1902 and provided the thousand children atteudill8 the two daily 

sessions with activities similar to those of the evenillS play centres 

and in the same way the idea of vacation schools spread to other perts 

of the· coUDtry, Yet despite the success of- the venture, Mrs, lfard wu 

only able to persuade the Council to open vacation schools 1n 1911 and 

1912, At the same time, they alao provided supervised school pl~y­

groUDde during these two summer holidays, Then,· without any explana­

tion the local authority, after 1912, refused to co-oper1u:.s further 1n , 

the provision of playgrounds and summer schools, and 1n 1921 they 

passed a resolution prohibitillS any expenditure on supervised play­

ground1 and summer echools, perhaps becllW!e of the expense and the 

difficulty of maintaining adequate supervision, 

In charitable work Mrs. Ward's most important achievement was 

1n the provision of education for crippled and.other ph7sically handi­

capped children, She had always been particularly concerned at the 

neglect of educational opportunities for children pbysicelly unable 

to go to school and had been appalled to discover that some authorities 

sent such handicapped children to the same in!ltitutione as the mentelly 

deficient, In 1899, after obtaining the approval of local and central 

educational authorities, she opened the first school 1n England especi­

ally organized for crippled children at the PaslllllOre Edwards Settlement, 

By the end of the year there were forty-five c6ildren on the roll, 

Brought to the 1chool 1n an lllllbulance donated by Sir 'l'hOIIIIIII Barlow, a 

well-known doctor, they were given lessons, provided with professional 

medical supervision, suitable exercises end a nutritious dinner, Aa 

' ' 
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the school proved so valuable, Mrs, Ward began to campaign for similar 

facilities for all who needed them, As a result of the efforts she 

and others made, by 1909 the London County Council had been persuaded 

in conjunction with voluntary effort to pay for thirty schoola enrolling 

24S2 children,16 

Mrs, Ward also served on the After-Care Committee for Blind, 

Deaf and Cripple Children .which was founded in 1906, 'Ihis committee · , 

co-operated with the London School Board in giving trs1n1ng and advice 

to these children and helped them to find employment after leaving the 

special schools,17 The final triumph came•in 1918 when, after a cam­

paign in the Press and after urgent representations to Local Education 

Authorities end Membera of Parliament, Mrs, Ward managed to obtain the 

addition of a special clause to Fisher's Education Bill, 'Ihis clause 

compelled local authorities to make arrangements for the education of 

physically defective children,18 

Mrs, Ward's social work proved far more valuable and effective 

than her political activities; perhaps more important than even her 

best known novels, in which she had expressed her religious ideology, 

Despite the great ·1nterest aroused by the religious novels, she waa 

not a success as a religious propagudist, though a cursory glance 

gives the impression that a "new" religion 1s being developed by the 

novelist, a deeper study shows that there was little original thought 

in her religious philosophy, -The criticit!IDB of the irrationalities 

in the generally accepted Christian beliefs of the dsy are interest­

ingly snd drllllllltically preaented to the readar, but they are little 
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more then a popularization of the skepticism of contemporary scholars 

like Renan and Harnack. The major positive and constructive element 

in Mrs, Ward's religious thought is not really anything new; it is a 

sincere plea for men and women to work for those less fortunate then 

themselves. 

Although as a religious propagandist and the founder of a new 

religion. Mrs, Ward proved a failure--not even the early residents of 

the setUement she founded were prepared to subscribe to her religious 

beliefs; yet, her social work proved unexpectedly fruitful. She and 

her supporters did achieve direct results in helping children and 

adults in need; and their example encouraged other individuals 0 as 

well as .local and central governmental bodies, to labour for the poor 

and the handicapped. As the results of her earlier efforts multiplied, 

she became more and more an organizer and fund raiser. Her fame as a 

novelist enabled her to attract public attention to the causes she was 

promoting, and the Press. particularly The Times for which bar husband 

had written for so many years, co-operated cordially with her, Even 

if she sometimes envisaged herlilelf as the lady of the manor helping 

the lower classes. she did feel for the unfortunate and she did manage 

to alleviate the sufferings of many. In the true tradition of 

"noblesse oblige" she never questioned the obligation to give of 

herself to those in need of help, 
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Although nearly forgotten, not quite half a century after 

her death, Mrs. Ward was, nevertheless. one of the most aignifiC81lt 

figures of her own day. Little of her reputation remai1111, except 

:1.11 the m:lnd11 of a few who vaguely rl!llllember her as the author of 

Robert Elsmere, but to her contemporaries she was widely known ao 

one of the most successful and active WOll!lln· of her generation. In 

the writing of novels• as well 1111 :1.11 religious and politicel con­

troversy, she aroused passionate public interest, even if her 

contribut:lo1111 were critical and negative rather than original and 

poaitives for ahe bad not the gl!lll:lus to create something new :1.11 the 

realm of ideas. blinded as she was by her preoccupation with the 

faults of the old beliefs. Although not bear:lng the stamp of 

gl!lll:lus, some of her novels-espec:lally Robert Elsmere. Marcella, 

and perhaps Belback of Bmm:lsdale-do deserve to survive as 

:lnteresting reflections of th• problems of late Victor:lan England. 

Mrs. Ward had the gift of presenting contemporary problems in an 

:lmag:l.llative way. Iler literary creations typified the image of their 

generation as much u those of Henry li'ield:lng, Jane Austen. Scott 

Fitzgerald or John Osborne typified their■• 

In addition to her career as a novelist. Mrs. Ward was 

prepared to comn:1.t herael~ to a variety of cauaea, but with mixed 

re11ults. As 1111 :1.ntell:lgent and hard-working woman, she did what she 

cona:ldered to be ~ duty; as an Arnold, she had llllllly advantages 

- 109 -



- 110 -

giving her admission to leading political aud art:lst:lc and 

:lntellectual circles. Her marriage to HIDllphry Ward brought her 

:lnto contact with au even v.tder circle of the art:lst:l.c aud intel­

lectual world, Yet. in many ways. her heritage was also a dis­

advautage0 becawie ■he wu trapped by :Lt, 'J:he :I.DfJ.uences that 

IIIOUlded her were outdated, her 11181ltors b■longed to the two previous 

generations. ■nd she 11carcely managed to keep up with the present. 

let alone look to the future, 

It was ODl.y as a comparatively young woman that she was 

truly in sympathy with her liberal contemporariea • as when she 

wrote Robert Elsmere, As the nineteenth century ended. rapid social 

aud :lndustri■l progress left Mrs. WaJ:d behind• ·brauded as an 

auechrOll:l.11111 from the previous age. Brought up to revere Gladstone. 

she could have little in common with Ke:l.r Herd:l.e end Lloyd George, 

It :ls d:l.ff:l.cult to realize that ehe wae ODl.y a few yeare older than 

■uch eesent:l.■lly twentieth Clentury figuru as Lord Northcliffe and 

George Bernard Shaw, 

This increasing alienation from her ·own age made her a 

somewhat comic figure :lD her later 1:1.fe when her novele end her 

political views became eo out of touch with reality, In addition. 
' 

ehe did have 1llll1lY of the faults of the m:l.d-V:l.ctoriane 0 namely. 

l!IIIIUgneas, anobbery 1111d exceea:l.ve aameetnes11. Nevertheles11, she 

alao pos■e■sed some of the f:lner qualities of that generation-a 

keen aeue of duty, a cathol:lc variety of entbueiallllls, aud an 

acapt:1.onal capac:l.ty for hard work. A woman who wu respected aud 
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befriended by such a diversity of great men--W.E. GladstOJle, 

John Morley, T.H. Green, Jame• Martineau, Henry James, and 

Theodora Roosevelt--certaillly cmmot have been of little 

coDBequence. 

Even if 11he took herself too seriously, ■he took others 

seriously too, and the proof of this lies in her aocisl work. 

The Paslll!IOre Edwards Settlement, since renamed the Mary Ward 

Settlemsnt, still •tads in LondOJl as e memorial to her efforts. 

It is unfortunate perhaps thet she tried to do ao 111Uch, for if 

she had been able to refrain from politics-particularly the 

opposition to female suffrage-she would not have been subjected 

to so much r:ldicule, and she would have had more t:lme to devote 

to social welfare where she d:ld so much good. Her lack of out­

standing success md her neglect by posterity can be attributed 

as much to her estrangement from her generation aa to her excessive 

enthus:laam for so many causes BIid her failure to COJlcentrate her 

efforts. Mary Augusta Ward, in the end, wa■ a wom&11 out of her 

t:lma. Her eagernesa and her euergies, her :lnteresta and her 

activities, really made her a fit colleague for Plorenc:o 

Nightingale rather than a contemporary of Nancy Astor. 
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