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International 
The meeting of regional and sub-regional coordi­
nators has been planned for May 2-3, 1985 at 
Toronto. This will be hosted by Participatory Re­
oearch Group in north America. Agenda includes 
the following: 
I. Review of Regional Networks and their 

relationship with ICAE and International 
Network. 

2. The international perspective on Participatory 
Research. 

J. Planning future strategies, in particular about 
ICAE general assembly in Argentina in 
November 1985. 

Regional Update 

Africa 
L African Participatory Research Network has 

its registered office in Tanzania with Kemal 
Mu,tafa as Secretary, P.O. Box 35043, Dar cs 
Salaam, Tanzania. 

2. Following is the current list of African Natio­
nal Coordinators: 
David Tsiane, Institute of Adult Edncation, 
University of &uwana, Private Bag 0022, 
Gaborone. Botswana. 
Tesfaye Dcsta, P.O. Box 30184, Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. 
Shem Migot-Adholla, Institute of Development 
Studies, University of Nairobi, P.O. Box 30197, 
Nairobi, Kenya. 
Jose Manuel Cardoso, National Service of Liter• 
acy, Ministry of Education, DNAE, Avenida 25 
de Setembro 908, Maputo, Mozambique. 
Papa Kane, Le Directeur, Direction de la For­
mation Permanente, Minister• de l 'En,cignment 
Superieur, Daknr, Senegal. 
Yasin Haji Mohamud, National Adult Edu• 
cation Centre, P.O. Box 1012, Mogadishu, 
SomaJja, 
Joseph KulBllg, CUSO/ACCOMPLISH, P.O. 
Box 30862, Nairobi, Kenya. 
Odhiambo Anacleti, OXFAM-TB11zania, P.O. 
Boa 6141, Anuha, Tanzania, 

Mohmood Mamdani, P.O. Box 2875, Makerere 
University, Uganda. 
Ernest Wamba-dia-Wamha, Department of 
History, University Dar es Salaam, P.O. Box 
35050, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 
Derek Mulenga, Department of Adult Edu­
cation, University of Zambia, P,O. Bole 32379 
Lusaka, Zambia 
Zimbabwe: Olivia Muchena, Department of 
Adult Education, University of Zimbabwe, P.O. 
Box MP 167, Mount Pleasant, Harare, 
Zimbabwe. 

3. Member, of African Participatory Research 
Network have gi,cn or participated in Semi­
nars in Zimbabwe, Zambia, Kenya, Lesotho, 
Botswana etc. 

4. The second African Regional workshop is plan­
ned for 1985. 

5, Kemal Mustafa has gone to England to com­
plete bis Pb. D. (Room A I , Boulton House, 
Wychfield Site, Huntingdon Road, Cambridge, 
England.) 

Asia 

1. PRIA Activities 

(a) Twenty grass-roots rural organisations 
from all over India arc engaged in Parti· 
cipatory RcsMrch studies on the question 
of Land Ownership and Alienation based 
on initiatives taken by PRIA. 

(b) In several indn.stries like textile, chemi­
cal, engineering, slate-pencil, fertilizer, 
brick•kiln in India, worker activists are in­
volved in Participatory Research studies 
on occupational health and safety issue, 
based on the initiatives taken by PRIA. 

{c) PRIA is conducting a study on the meth• 
odo!ogy of participatory research, evalua­
tion and training efforts in India usina 
,even case studies. Preliminary analysis 
will be completed by the end of 1984 
and report will be ready early next year. 

(d) Qnarlerly uewo1ctter of PRIA QOalinues. 



2, Participatory Research workshops io 
Malaysia 

(a) Mutual learning workshop was held in 
oarly February in Kuala Lumpur orga­
nised by National Coordmator James 
K.T. Lee. 

(b) In early April 1984, discussions on parti­
cipatory research and it, lmkagos with 
Don-formal educatjon took place during 
ASPBAE meenng held io Kuala Lumpur 
and hosted by Malaysian Association for 
Continuing Education, Report is available 
from ASPBAE. 

(c) A one day workshop was organised in 
Penang in June 1984 by Ms. Chan Lean 
Heng, Lecturer, School of Comparative 
Social Sciences, University Sain, Malaysia, 
Minden. Penang. Malaysia. 

(d) James K. T. Lee organi,ed a workshop 
on participatory research for local activists 
in Sarawak. Malaysia durjng July 1984. 

3. IDRC Workshop on NGO-based 
Research 

ITiternalional Development Research Centre, 
O,tawa, Canada organised a workshop at 
Colombo for South-Asia during September 
ll-14, 1984. Building on a similar workshop 
held in Muy for South-cast Asian countries, 
this workshop discussed !he current nperi­
ences of NGO-based resear~h, the strengths 
and weakne.s,e, of such cesearch, the relevance 
and importance of Participatory Research, etc. 
Several active members of Asian PR Network 
attended the two workshops For details, 
contact; Dr Dean Neil-en, Social Sciences 
Division, JDRC, Tanglin, P.O. Box IOI, Singa­
p<1re • 9124, 

4. New Centre for Participalory Research 
in Bangladesh 

A new Centre for Participatory Research and 
Development 077, Road 8-A. Dhanmondi 
R/A, Dhaka- 9, Bangladesh) has been crea• 
ted ih Bangladesh, The C.mtce aim, lo under-
1tand, document and popularise Participa!ory 
Research in Bangladesh. It is plannong to 
document experiences in PR and promote the 
need for undertak,ng PR on the issues of 
development. An ad-hoc committee has been 
Jct-up comprising of Khu,hi Kabir, Shireen 

' 

Haq, Rezaul Haque, Majid Malik and Moh;.. 
uddin Ahmad. 

Caribbean 
J. Pat Ellis has come back to Barbados and is 

doing her dissertation study using partidpatory 
research methodology. 

2. Caribbean newsletter on participatory research 
has been started. 

Latin America 
1. The third Latin American seminar on participa­

tory research took place in Sao Paulo, Brazil 
during 13 to 17 Odober, 1984. It included the 
following topics: Theory and Epi,temology of 
Participatory Re,eaTch; Popular Knowledge; 
ldent1ty and National Project; Participatory 
Reseatch and Popular Movements of the 
Eighties: and How to improve our Practice. 

2, A slide show on participatory research in rural 
areas and indigenous communities has been pre­
pared by CEAAL. 

3. The next member of CEAAL's monographic 
publication 'Apuntes' will be oo Participatory 
Research; ,ts title is "Participatory Research: 
Theoretical Frame, Methods and Techniques" by 
Francisco Vio Grossi, Sergio Martinie, Gonzalo 
Tapia ,1nd M. Ines Pascal. It wiJl be published 
next Augu,t. Thi, piece of work begins wi,h a 
review of theo1e1Lcal framework, of social 
change, attemp, ing to correlate voriou, develop­
ment appronche., t<> epistemological concepts. 
In chapter two the author, examine Participa­
tor) Research and it• basic propositions in more 
depth. Chapter three is devoted to the question 
of methods and techniques, emphasizing the 
assumptions ttlat have arisen from particular 
•~penences in several countries. Finally, rather 
than conclusions. some key questions nre put 
forward a, a way of illuminating future studies. 

4. A project to org,nhe a L~tin American Seminar 
on the ro~ of ab ult education in the develop­
ment or indigenous people bas been approved. 
In thi, Seminar one of th· important topi,;:s to 
be discu ,,ed will be the practice nf participatory 
research conducted by jnd1genous people to 
recreate and promf!tC their culture, 

Enrope 
1. Ao international seminar on the theme was 

organise<! by the Commune of Pozzuoli, Naples, 



Italy during may 23-25, 1984. Attended by 
munic;pality officials, local citizens, school 
teacher•, studerts, researcher,, abult educators 
and esperts on Particip.,tory Re,eareh, the 
seminar was an atlcmpt to identrfy strategies of 
PR for cullural reconstruct1on. The Commune 
of Pozzuoli faces e'l'ergency situation in the form 
of bradisi,mo-a phenomenOD of ,h1f'ting earth 
,urface due to ,·olcanic activity. The seminar 
was inknded to generate p<ssible strateg;e, for 
local peuplc to deal wnh t~i, emergency. Foe 
details, contact Dr. Paolo Orefice, Univers,ta 
Dcgh Stadi Di Napoli, lnstituto di Pcdugogia. 
Via Porta di Massa l, 80133 Napol;, Italy. 

2. On May 26, 1984 in ,onjuction w;tb the above 
event, a rneetinR was held to diseu,s coordina­
tion of European Participatory Research 
Netwofk. 
The meeting was attended by: Rajc,h Tandon 
(lndi.t}, John Gwenta (U.S.A.), Matthias 
We;seler {West Germany I, Marja L1isa Swantz 
(Finl,nd), Colin Fletcher and Wyn Williams 
(Great Britain), Matthias Fm~er (Switzerland), 
Paul Bron and Guy Le Boterf(Fraace), Alberto 
Melo ,.nd Conceicao Ohveira Lopes (Portugal), 
Jose M. Quintana and Paco Garcia d"H~ro 
(Spain), Gclla Varna.a-Skoura and Dimitri 
Verg1dis /Greece), Alexander Singer (Romania), 
Paolo Orefice (ec,ordinator for Southern 
Europe), Francesso Valenti and Giacomo 
Viccaro (Italy) 

Several decisions were made: 

(a) Mattuia, We>aeler agreed to act as Nor· 
thern European Participatory Re,earch 
Coordinator (Un;vers;tat des Landes 
Hesseo, Stein,! ra be 19, D-3410 Witzenhau­
sen, West Germany). 

(h} It was decided that ~,eater involvement of 
East Ewopean countries should be sought. 

(c) The importance of having na1ional coor­
dinators was also recognised. Col!,, Fletcher 
(Department of Policy Stu01'S, Cranfield 
ln"itn,e ofTechn, logy, Crau~eld Bedford, 
MK 43 OAL Englaad) was requested to 
act as coordmator of Great Brira1n and 
P,erre Domtnice and Matthias Finger for 
Switzerland. 

{dJ Arbcrto Mello and Paulo Orefice agreed 
to circulate a framework for preparing 
case stud•e• of Participatory Research in 
different European countries, 

' 

(e) The National coordinators agreed to take 
rcspon,ihility for updating bibliography of 
Participatory Research. 

(f) It was agreed that more national, reg;onal 
and sub-regional meetings are needed to 
strengthen Part,cip,tory Research work lo 
the region, 

(g) Tn Sertember 1984 ma meeting at Madrid, 
the working group on "Particip:,tion and 
Need," of EADI held further discussinns 
on participatory research. For detail, 
write to: Dr. Marj.l•Lii,a Swantz, Univer• 
,ity of Helsink•, fostitute of Developing 
Studies, Luut,ikatu 4Al, 00160 Helsinki, 
16 Finland. 

North America 
I. The Part,cipatory Research Group (386, Blooc 

Stree1 We,t, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5S 
l x 4) Ln Toronto has started bringing out its 
newsletter in a new format. 

2. The Part,cipatory Research Group ha, following 
future plan,: 
"For 1984, we haven number of expanding 
priority areas for our work: in particular soli­
darity with Central America, Women's issues, 
and literacy., .... Our plans for 1984 in• 
elude a conllnu;ng commitment lo building 
and supporting networks of researchers and 
educators working for social change in Canada, 
as well as sharing and building link$ with 
networks rn the United States and mternationally 

.. And we want to function more effecti­
vely as a resource centre for group, involved 
in different social and political movements." 

New Materials 

I. Cornmlioity Participation in Family Plaani■e 

This is a report of the consullation between 
researchers, practitioners and support a8encies 
on the 1>sue, of community participation as they 
apply to family planning project,. Prepared by 
Tao Askew in January 1984. it is available 
from Institute of Population Studies, Hooperu 
House. !OJ Pennsylvania Road, Exter EX4 
6DT, England 

2. lnestipcion Puticipatioe en America Latin 

This book contains 
II Latin American 

the work presented in the 
Seminar on Participatory 



Re,carch orsanized in 1982 in Patzcuaro, 
Me~ico under the au,picies of Consejo de 
Educat;on do Adultos de America Latine 
(CEAAL), el Centro Regional de Educacion 
de Adulto, y Alrabetizadon Funcional Para 
America Latina (CREFAL) and tbe Interna­
tional Council of Adult Education (ICAE), For 
further detail, write to CREFAL, Apartado-74 
Pat>.cuaro, Michoacan-Muie<>. 

3. The Net-Power Strodwe I■ Ten Villaps 

This stody based on di,cussions wilh landless 
and disadvantaged members of the rural com· 
munity in Bangladesh reflects the manner in 
which people occupyins position• of authority 
lllilizc their advantageous positions. This 
study, an attempt at Participatory Research, is 
published by the Bangladesh Rural Advanc.,. 
ment Committee, ~6, Mohaka!i Commercial 
Area, Dhaka - 12 Bangladesh (Rural Study 
Series: 02), 

<4. ldeolOfY md Politieal Economy I■ lnqalrJ: Aetio■ 
Researtb a■d Partlclp■lol'J R-.ub 

Thi., is a paper jointly written by Dr. L. David 
Brown and Or. Rajesh Tandon for the Journal 
of Applied Behavioral Science Vol 19, No. 3 
pp 277-294. This paper examines the two tradi· 
lion, of applied behavioral science enquiry -
"action research" and "participatory research". 
Th,sjonrnal is published for the NTL Institute 
by Jai Pres, Inc, 36, Sherwood Place, P.O. 
Box - 1678, Greenwhich, Connecticut 06836 -
1678 USA. 

S. Gr._.• Root• Pllrliclp•tioa 1111d SelJ.Reliuce 

Thi, jtl1it puhli,hcd hook carries ellperiences 
of Asian Countries in promoting grass-roots 
participation and self-reliance- This work was 
coordinated and edited by Md. Anisur Rahman 
under lLO programme of participatory organi­
zations of the mral poor. The book has been 
published by Ollford IBH Publishing Co. in 
collaboration with Society for Participatory 
Research In Asia (PRIA), New Delhi. Paper­
back edition is available from PRlA for Rs. 28 
in India (and US$ 6/ - out,ide) plus posta&e. 

6. Sodalilt Healt• Rerie" 

Tbis recently started quarterly focuses on health 
from a radical perspective. The second issue 
focuses on Women and Health. Annual con­
tribution is Rs. 20/ - onward,, Contact address: 
19 June Blossom Society, 60A Pali Road, 
Baodra {West), Bombay - 400 0.10. 

7. ICDA Ne■-• 

The International Coalition for Development 
Action (ICDA) brings out a monthly bnlletin 
featuring development news in djfferent coun­
tries. Contact ICDA, Rue de, Bollaudiste, 22, 
1040 Brussels, Belgium. 

8. Pla■•iaK for Wwnen In Rnr•I Dnelopme■ t 

This is an extract from the Ro;e Hail experi­
ence about the bottom-np planning for women 
in rural development. It is a collaborativ,:t 
project of the Population Council of New York 
and the Women and Development Unit 
(WAND). futra-Mural Department, Univer­
s,ty of Wen Indies, Barbados, West Indies. 

9. A Poprtlar Educallon Handbook 

Published by CUSO/OISE in 1983, this b-Ooklet 
is written by Rick Arnold and Bev Berke. It 
presents the experience, of Central America 
in utilizing popular education for social change. 
It is available with Pll.G at$ 3.95 p!us 25% 
postage. 

10. AH - HAH! A New Approach to Popalu 
Enc1tion 

Publi,hcd by GATI - Fly (427 Bloor Street 
West, Toronto, Canada), this book is based on 
the experiences of this organization. It is a 
document ou education for social change. 

11, Research for Orga■izing 

• 

This article has been written by Will Collette 
(Citizens Clearinghouse, P.O. BOX - 926, 
Arlington, Virginia, 22216, U.S.A.). It describes 
the use of research in organising workers, for 
example, on issues of hazardous waste. 


