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Social Research and Social Action aJ:e similar and 

interde;:,endent. 'l'hey both entail certain human activity in a 

given social setting. '.l'hey are interdependent becauea they 

roly on each other and feed each other. Social research 

invariably seems al.lied with social action, social action la 

invariably baaed on sonie social research. One can even argue 

that coercive and repressive eocial action also en.tails certain 

data--base. lnvastit;iatlve and police agencies all anr the 

world relr upon certain research process to meet theLr 

objectives. Thi• paper ls an atteq,t to highlight auch a 

relatlonahiP and nntuality between various foD118 of social 

research and. social action. lts primary intent la to 

demor•trate thia •dad)arlty in the caae of treditlonal aoclal. 

reaearch and top-down social action t two atreama which are 

C\tthntly wry popU].ar. J:ts further objective ls to U9',1II 

fao: • aimilar linkage between partJ.clpatoQ' aoc1a1 research 

an4 participatory aocial action. 

'!lie paper 1• organized lo four parts. '1'ha flnt part, 

'llhlch follows rl~t after this introductory nou. ldentiflu 

eerta1n dlmena:lona on llh:lch the airdlar:L u .. of aoclal 

~.-rch end aoc:Lal action can be analyzed. The aecond part 

:La an attempt to utilize these dimensions to anel.yze 

tradition.al social research and ~ aocial actiOA. The 

third part deVelops significant charscterlatica, on. these 

4:1.mem:lona, of partieipat=y social action based on the ca. 
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atudiea presented ln thia l!'orwa. Anti• finally., the 1aat 

part derives certain iq>lications for put;lcipatoq naeuch 

1A t:ha light of the aboftt. 

Social. reeean:h aD4 eoe1al. actl.oll an bUlcr l=TMe 

actlvitlea of 1cnowin9 and acting. '1'hey beoane a.-Hme ll'IOPI 

formalized and. organ!z■4. but occaeiaaally not;,. Wllml Vil coaa 

across diaciplinea., .echoo1■, lnstlt.utions and pi:of•aid.anal.a 

o£ aoa1al reaearch, we are then in contact wi.th S.1:a fo.n-1 

e.n4 o,:g,m:!•-4 f~. s1m11u1y, _ooot..i c~ _ageqoioa, 

development prOCJrameS, dep&rtmi::inta of ~lop mt., deftl<,J wmt 

a.llm1nistratora and corunllb.nte r.tpreeent a fQX11111]:la1r. ,Del 

orgsnized face of aoc:i&l action. :In many waya, aoclel 

res9arch and social action ac.tivi.tl■• are aind.ler,. ~, 

there are aoma vary );)a.ale differencea u well. ~ goals 

. and putpoi,es of eoaial action are different fro,a eoataJ 

research. While social change. 1n aOID9 bl:oad una., S.a the 

cemnon objective of aoclal action, 99aerat10D of ll:D.owbdga, 

in at 1-at WIJl,le tecme~ the overall objeClt1ve· cat aoc:1·•1 

:ceaearch. '1'he methodOlogy of soclal. n:aeud\ ta qui.W 

distinctive and well-4naloPa4r· 80 is tbe.-.. thodo1om' •of 
aoc:l.al ac:tlon.. '1'hey foJ J OIi diffeiant: methoda 1a ~ 
W each other. 'l'ha professional tft'totng ·of aoclal ftJMMrChenl 

ia quite different frcm that. of" 11ocJ.11l action ~ 'lhe 

cul.-ture of social. re11ee,rch ozvanj.aad.oo la qui.ta dUf-.nt . . ' . ,.., 

rroat that ~ eoc1e.l action one■• an. cou.14 ~ ~ 

•ve:r•l llm'e dlf~annc••• How•1u, our 1ntu9•t: la th1-. 
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paper is to highlight these dimensions tn which social research 

and social action are likely to be slmilar. These (l.imensiona 

ere intended to focus upon one crucial set and do not irrply 

to be tho only set. 

One dimension of this eet ls the dlRtr:Umtt9P pf :emu,r,­

J.t la quite frequent that one cornea acroaa auch qQeationa as 

kl\owlltdge for whc:nl ana social change ln whose intenstl 

'the- are the questions of dist:ri.bution of poi,rer. Enawled98 

in itself la pmrer, any change lq,llea use of power. So it 

la iinportant to analyze the existing, maintained aD4 implied 

diatrlbUtion of power ln analyzing- social research end aocial 

...U=. 

AsSUl'IIPtiona al;,ou,t what conetltutaa sdttsnl ErfflltMP 

la another dinlenalon of this aet. Every hnrnan activity, 

t.ncludin; reaeuch am action_. lA'V'Olves certain nsow:cas, 

which types of resources are aea,1 .a to be critical fos- the 

..:ceaaful accomplishmant of! aoeial naaarch and iaodal action 

la the qWtation being ral-4 here. Several eata9or1.z&tlana 

m poeslble I internal ni. external ft1101UC8BI phra1ca1 vs. 

11.a•11 :resources, !RMl) vs. lU'IJS ftllKlUECeBI pd.mltlfl ..... 

.ophiaticated resources. 'l'his dimension eets ou.t aw of 

these possibilities. 

Linked to the abcwe two and yet distinct ln aome waya 

la the queation of cgpttql. What ,group of! people coatrol. the­

activitiesl And what is the basis of! that control? lt la 



ccmce1vahle that even unequal d1•tr1bution. of powar -.y allov­

acn1:rol 1n the handa of those Who &ft 1n1tially PCll:JU'le••· 

'l'tda control may be baaed on. nwabera. experU- or 41.atance. 

:rtlia control may be 111111ted. to a fa act1vit1ea. Colatrol 

mar nat with OM group 1n an ac:Uvlty aDIS it •r nUl 

mdntain the critical n■ou¥C- ara external or phydaal. or 

laroe. So while lt dou appeq- that COGU'Ol 1■ ltn'b« to the 

two earlier ,Umeru11oua. it la being 1INd here u • apan.te 

one 1111t1nly to highlight 1-ta i!apoT'tanc:e ln .act.al. U.S. 

eocJ.al. action. 

'1',shp,Qlogy of socla.l action. or nsearc:h f.a the wt 

•Jor dtment1ion biting: used here.,. 'l'schnol.ogy llllpl.lu :both 

tangible and intangible. Tangible tedulol.ogy ia ~ectecJ in 

phyaical el.ementa of social roaearch or . .aocJ.al. IICtf.ae.­

Intanglble technology mean■ tm::hnlqu.a and. fr• 1;n1ca tor 

thoae tchnlqu.ea. As inteng-ible ~ogy. frwwacb fOS' 

doing social reaea=h or social action. become_ NrJ' Smpcartant. 

What la the nature ot tecbnol.ogy uaed.'1 

Final.17. me&ArehWIDt ot SlltcC la the last; cit 14l"G 

of this set. Ou~• could be me&nred in groaa• ago:s:egate 

• t'ems or micro. hnman tutu, 1 t 1MJ' .apha..S.N ~td.bl:tiw 

ou.tco.e■ or qua11tatlw one■• '1'he oa.UIOl!lfl9 -r N ._ .. ,.,,.,.., 

by' 80111a external reference group or atanc!ar41 ther -,, alao 

be evolved internally., 'l'heae an tM qw,ation■ ~-- a ,em 

U8 ill OlltQCJIQ8.,, 
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The al:xwG dirnensloaa have been used to enalys,e tradltiona1 

social research and top,,,do\ffi social action 1n thB neott part. 

'rhis analysis is intended. to underscon their siadlariti• 

as well as to further clarify and establish the aigidft.canc:e 

of these d.imenalons. 

'Fridt.tioonl Researcl) and Tmz-dslcm Soc;lal As;t;ign 

Baaed on ac:cwm.llatac! experience of last thrN to four 

decildes. it ls posaible to examtne IIOlll8 of the •tndJarlties 

between tr1:uli.tional soclel ,:eaeudl and tap-4ol,la. aocia.1 action. 

'Ibis compuillOO of B1m1laritia• between them can be hrther 

illumillated by uaing BCIDe' lllustratiODlle Ta.bJ.e,.1 preADta 

thaM compari80DII I '' 

. ' 
(al 

, .• 1- • 

DlatrltlutJ.oa of Power • One of the iaost Tim.bl• 

chaneterl•tlc• of t:ra41t:lCGlil -~ . 
• • 

research ls the rwrkablr lllk.wua power 41std.mtioc 
. ' . . . • ' 

between thtl r8aeiu:c=her IIDd thll • ci called •subj~• 
"! • ' ' • 

~- l'itaearcher bu ciQll'IPl.eta power to dealc!e 11PoD the 
: \ ,'. -. . .... ' _- .... ' 

focua. methods and wtc01aU ot n..uch,.. -~ .,._ ···- ·;;,:. 

/ ·-.- fra~tly CUZ'led out export r ,W and .anaJ" n..uch . . 
··proj~,.~.,ew,n•t~te- this autribu.t1on o!: 11011,es wry 

' ,_. . . ' 
' ' ' . ·c1eariy·(~rennar~ et·a1., 19'18). 

" .. ' 

I ' al,Jao~ by definltlon, c:haracterl:zed by C'onC•bb:aUaa of 

-;cr-,er at tha top.- '.the elites decide -.mat aoc:ial ect:icll 
' . 

I 
; 
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'fABLE 1 1 I SIMXIARITIES BETWEEN 'l"RADitJONAL SOCJAL 81:SEAICH 

AND TOP.00,,,N SCCJAL AC'rION 

MMENSlONS 'l'RADI'l'IONAL 60::JAL TOR'..DOWH s«'l"'L 
RESEMCll Aen08 

1. DlS'l'IUBUTlOlil UNSCUALt ONLY WX'l'lf. CONClffl'l'RA'l'SD M ~ 
OH PCWBR 'l'HE R&SBARCHE:R 'tOP J'llOK NHSIIB AC'l'IOR ·-· 2• CRITICAL PlUHM.l:LY 0, 'l1IX EXTEl\NA.LLY om:A,lNilD 
RESOORCXS RESEARCHER 

3• CON'm.CL BY E>U'&Sl'l'ZSEt NCIUIS BY EXPEa'J:S D 'Di& 
CB 'lW-DI'J:lONl'.L J'IBLD 

4. TECmOLOOX' 

5. OO'l'CCMZS 

RFSF"IRCH 

COMPUTERXZAT10N1 
WES'IZRN MODRI-5 4.HD 
FMMJ>IClUCS 

IN QOANTI.',:ATXW 
'l'ERMSt DU1RBD 
,=ERNALLY 

~ffJ QUA.NTXTATIVB 
J.NDICBS 

1111 good. -for the nape•• they daa191 strategi.• for 

cu~ them out mid. they lrap1.aent such .aacu. 

Any &rvalopi19ntal project in the deftl.opiDg" countri•• 

during the l.ast three decadea will. bear th1■ oit. Taka 

the cue of agd.cU].tural deWl,gpinent projectlJ• Host 

notable among them is the •~lled *(Jreen .cevoJ,ut1on• • 

Thia social action e:ffort waa conceived bJ" tM el.it.ea 

in the gi:,ver111119llt of various 4-8lop1ng oo-m~. 

mostly in consul"tion with thei¥ cwntarPUta ill 
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devuloped countries and international. agenciea like 

the FAO and the World Bank. 'l'he farmers :Ln these 

developing countries had relatively little power in 

thii, entire effort of agricultural development. Of 

course, other sections of rural society, like the 

landless labourers, ware c0111Pletely :lgruxad. 

It :La also interesting to observe that the 

stra.tew o! •green nvolut1on• was fed and aupported 

by massive traditional research c-,arr:Led out in 

agricultural research :lnst:Ltu.tea of adVl!lnced countr:Laa 

and their sub■idiar:y counterparts tn deVelop:Lng 

countries. Of courae, th• launching of •green 

revolutt.on• created -.jor funding opportmlit:Lsa far 

fUrther #lPPOZ"t of tftd:Ltional re•arch 1n t:haso 

research ini,titu.ticns. '1'h:L• gen,,~ted a autuall:, 

eupportiw cycle for t:radttional research ad. tcp--dom 

soclal action. 

(b) Crid.cal llellOW:'CeS I Both trad:1.1:lona.l nllOUf:h ad 

top,,,dOWD eocla1 action efforts 

roly heavily an resource• exteEnal to the part:lcular 

11ocJ.al aetting they are focual.Dg v:pon. I:n the c-.- of 

re11earch, this re~ :ls prtmsrily the apart 

researcher who :ls alien and exterDel. to the ay ■t.a. He 

:Ls wn u the moat crlt:Lcal nauur.;.a on which the 

1111.-ccesa of the re■auch effort :la assumed. to be dependent. 
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No attempt ia made to recoqnize or utlllM the 

resources avallal:)la within the -ttlng. 'the •wbjecta" 

end their resources a.re denied and nevlecte«. Manr 
research projects do not even consider t:t. posa1bllitr 

of consul tlnQ" the • INbjecta• in th.ail: dee!.gn ol! 

research instrummnts. 

SilniJ.arly, top-dolfn soclal action ~jecta relr 

heavily on reaourcea br~t in from ou.te14e. 'rhe 

expartlae, capt tal, know-bOII an4 eqllipmimt an ell 

brought ln fr01n outside. In the ca- of •\11'. :m 

xevolutlon• • Ullle&ive lnput.8 1A the form of Hi.gh-, 

YieldlnQ - Variety naclls, fctillam:, agd.aul:tm:al 

iffplementa (l:U:a tractors) and credit, wze _..,. 

awllabla frcm 01'ta1de• • No effort waa made to inen 

suppl.emant then from internal la,puta •. 'l'h1a VUI, ba■e4 

on the pri:ila.ry ullWlpUon that external n9QQl'Qlla ·an 

crl tiaal. to the succ••• of &grlcultural da'N,l.opuwut. 

Th.ls dynamics of brlnqS.DQ 1.n external. 
0

fta11U'ae8 

and relying upors them u critical.' to ~ 

re~h and aoclal act:Lon efforts also hU tn:tunational 
. 

a.epecta. Several exaDple&1 an available whee external 

personnel (external. to the culture and thct COQD.try) u. 

heavily relied. upon in reseudl and aocla1. a.crtlon effort:J 

Mbllinyl et e.l. (1979 I 31). pnaent the a ,.,. of a. 

World Bank, Reseuch Projec::t in Z'iWJ)t 1 
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principal investigators, just two are Egyptians. '!he 

rest are high standing World Bank officials With the 

required expertise and research experience. None of 

the fiV'! advisers comes from Egypt.• 

It ls a atill more conocm occu.rrenc:a in the case 

of top.down aocial action projects dependant on 

international or bllateral -slstance. Roberta 

(1977 s 19) gives an exampl-, of a project to eradicate 

leprOSJ' in one pro'll'lnca of an East African country. 

He &hOlia that 45" of the annual budget want for 

suppQrt1119 eight European per5CIIIMl., 22% OD. supporting 

60 African peraonnel ao4 only 1.5" on drwJ•• A 9loring 

f'X"q;>, • of external reams obtaining crt ticallty! 

(o) Control t ADOther cU.meneicm, related to the two above, 

t. that of control. In traditlorml research, 

control ls prim;arily with the axpert researcher.- Aa a 

professional researcher, ha uaea: his axparti.N to 

control th• entire research activity. 'l'h• •albjecta• 

are cootrolled, their reaponaea an controlled., 

spuri.OWJ influences ara controlled. '1'he bad.a tenet 

of traditional reaaareh la control - obtained. 1:hrOl.lgh 

statistical car experltmsntal 1118ftipu.latlon.11 ba584 on the 

expertl- of the neearcher. '1'he •eubjecta• an ensured 

to be passive and the targets of influence by the 

researchar. 'l'ha questions, designs, analyals an 

controlled by the naearcherr only answers IIDl1 information 
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ia to be provided by the •aw,jecu'". Noniovar. the 

•subject•• have no control over 'What happena to thia 

information, how it ia uNd and. for whoN beneU.t. 

J:n the World Bank Research PJ:"oject in Egypt mea:tioaed 

eulier • the reaponilenta he4 no CGDtrol ovm:- allJ' 

aapect of th9 research activity. Since the Wcs14 

Bank was intereated in finding cut the thraahold 

level of ac:hooling, young ch114ren betVeen '119 t:h1r4 

and aixth gredee had to PJ:"ovide iiifonation. 'l'hey 

remalllltd. pessive infcmnatlon providers, that U all~ 

s1m11er1y. toP-dOw'n BOOiel action effGrU Z'ela!Sln 

pJ:"imarlly expert-eontrOlled. 'lbeae expert■ dectida the 

elements of tha aociel. acitlon project, obtdA enc! 

provide resources end tell thla people how m uae them. 

The changu, who ere the tar9eta of aw:h a not a1 acucn 

efforts, do not haw eny contr:o11 thlly haw to puiai:vely 

talce whet 1• mact. eveilabl.e W th-. ContSmfng our 

~Y•l• of •!ir,uon reTOJ.utlon• efforta it ia ...,- to 

aee that the fa"INr• w.n ldt with no COlluol aboQ.t 

what; crop• to .ow or vbat -tboda to follow.· Xt_.waa • 

pec:ka',18 111ade available Oil the baala of the •....-rta" 

' ju.dg9111ant about what wae good for the •f'••-•~• .. • In that • 

nglon. 'lb• 8XpUt-controlW !sz~ nvoiu~ vaa . 
laitiated by aattlng up a lerga Mllv•q aya-- 1::bat 

•. •: . 
controlled the aupply of •i.lwl&ta to the fanien • 

• • 
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(d) Technoloqy I Both traditional research and top-dawn 

social action rely on borrowed and big 

technology. Bulk of the traditional research uses 

Western models of research. 'l'hesa research projacts 

entail sc,phistlcated instrumentation and use of 

computerization and eachine-based cal.culationa for 

analysis. Mb111rtyi et al (1979 • S) outline the 

characteristics of the technology of trw.1.tional 

research. 

interests of capital.. increasitlQ'lY capital-intensive 

techniques have developed iD the social acienoas. 

The application of mathematics to eocial ecience research 

ill the for,11 of atatistical analyai.a la hiQhlJ' identifled 

with C(mlp'llter analyai•• In tum. 8UCh technique■ 

denliuld la.roe acal• snc1eaTOllrS involving- lUVS -.pl.II 

papnl.ationa and highly efficient (coat-sarillq) techniquu 

of date-collection. with the qqeatlonnaire for-.t 

( inclwilng htlng: and ranking acales) beinO' tbA mat 

c.~..on technique vorla-wide. • 

, H:, own experience in wor'kiDg with mll fun.r• 

in :India has canvinced me of the irrelevance of 

questiODnSires •• a reliable aethod of data al>ll.tlctioo. 

lfhs.t wu clear frca rq experl.ence vui that 1 uaed 

Western fral!llnfcu:k of research t:o the rural 1Dd1ao 
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What Mb111ny1 et al (1919) deacrlbitd. for Africa. 

ls alao uue for other underdewloped para of tt­

vorld... Xe.plan (1976 • 151) d.eacribe• a1lftllu i!~t of 

forelgn treining end frwvoru on aoclal. ecleae 

re.eaarchers of La.tin America • "'l'h• lnfl.uaac. baa been 

brought t::o bear 'through th• tralDing of profe..S.cmaJ.•• 

teacher•• and n..-rch worker• :Ln the Unl h4 St::a~• 

through jolnt it"ea-.rch project• illlpl.-nte4 iJI. "that 

country and ln Lat::in Ar.rice aDcl t:hroll1iJh t::he f1nanc:1ng 

of national end regional. centn.-. Ke.Plan goea OD to 

ugue how social. aclenc:e reaaa:cchu'a have bo.J w 11. 

t::ec:lmo-bureaucracy where th,ay have aaswne4 t::ha tachnical 

proflclency and expert:;..,eontrol. of • tachno-bW:e&ucrat .. 

The phanaa.non of hlgh• lmporte4 ~chnol.ogJ baaed 

research 18 well-apit"ead and rooted :Ln the dn9lop1ng 

countriea acroes the worl.d .. 

51.mll.arly* t:;op-d,own eoclal. action eff.U an ,, 

based on the l!IOdals drnloped 1n the ~ aauntrlu 

of the worl.d.. The- model II an, flratly baae4 OD the 

reconstructed l.oqlc of that s1tuat1on, aD4 •IICODl'lly, 

that ait:uatlon baa few aimllad.Uea to the Atll&Uon 

obtd.nlng: in cSewlc,plng countd.ea toclay,. Th .. ..,.,., 111 

of aoclal. actloo ha•, therefore, 'J:elia4·oa oapital.-· 

lntanat .... aophiatic:lated. and bi9 .Wogy' -.X,n111Mi!I 

fJ;Olll the deTel.oped. cauntrln. 'Ale • .,.._,1• or .. •.,NA 
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revolution" further illustrates this case. 'rile IIIOdel 

of Integrated Agricultural Development was based on the 

assumption that input of capital and know-hO'llt vill lea.cl 

to a spur in agrl.cul tural proc!uc:tion. 'I'h1s waa obtained 

b:f massi'V9 inputs of HYU seeds, fertilizers, credit. 

tractors. etc. Of cau:ru. thi• l.ed to the inc:reaaed. 

aQricul tural produetion. By only the medlwn and luge 

farmers banefittecl from it. 'rhey lncreaMd their 

production substantially• they Qen&ratecl a lot of 

surplus. Bat small faniers and landlua agricul tura1 

labourers did not benefitr mo.et of the small fumers 

bee~ landles•r and. the i;iap i.tween the rlch and the 

poor in rural areu further widened.. Yet, the 

reconetrllcted logic of this JOOdel baaed on Awlcan. 

experience made aenN I inputs of capital and madam 

teclUloloOY can trigger dnel.Of:••nt:. It 414 not happen 

in India 'this way. 

The internatlozial aapecU of this bm:S'OUILI 

techno1ogy and. 1'10'1el,. of social' action are further 

intennlfyiog the l!yQamics t\eacJ:'thed ebcwa. Robft"t■ 

(1977 I 19) pu.ts it tNCCinctly I 

•'the European d1scovan4 illness among tlw, 

tribeamen ancl ha4 a 1nmediite 11M of thou9ht I 

CURE I bring ln hoepitala. pharmal••· Ndlmtl schools ••• 

••••• He came ccroas illiteracy, but thow;ht I EDUCATB • 

build primary a:::hool•• secondary schools. unlftS'altle•••• 
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He found msn dr;ink1 ng ~lm vine• wt.th aavara1 viwa 

and. shafflelesaly naked1 he dacia.4 to SAVE I ..ubliah 

mission stations. eeminu1••• cath9dral.a•••••• 

c1-rly. high. technology dep,andent- • both 

trad1 t1onal research anc1 tcp-d.OWD. aocial actt.oa. .tforta. 

(e) Oi.ltca.. • Le.atly, both Uadltiooal • n-ucb aD4 a,p-

doWn soc1a.l actlOD. .tfor\a are ~J" 

concaroed with quantib.tift Oll~n,,... • Both u. 1Uurw1• 

goal.-directed., Mt: proceas orimted.. :ln tra41.t1cna1 

reooarc:h, conce:rn with qUantitativa data GU.l:IMiQh■ othu 

considerations. 'lbe wceo .. of .re-arch ia .... by 

how much quantitaU.-e e.n4 quantUiable data baa !:leen 

ge111Jrated. !the other related 0'1.tcoma 1• publtc-•.lcn. 

Publicati0D in a •reputed.• jOIUDlll or u • 1MIOk 1• a 

highly value4 outccne. Moreontr, ~ criterla ~­

a.ter!ld.nlng the mccou of theN quaatitaUft OG:tc: • 

uo detemined by other n:ia:euchaJ:a.· ~ ·iwuayal. of 

a certain 1t00ial nallty is j~ - va,11.4 ar tan.lid 

not by the P«>Pl• who pu-ticipata IA and cr.._1- that ... ~ ,• ' 

reality bUt by thoae who m:e IU'of•.S.cmal. coUeague■ of 
,• •, 

the researcher•• J:n JaOSt t.rsdltional naeaxah, no 

outc011188 fr01U the point--of-v19" of t:b9 _•IIUJ>jeata'I u:e 

either aspired for or valued. What he.ppos cJudDg tbu 

process of rttsearch 1• not 1AIPOL tant, what id. biportan:t 

ta the outc:oma in terma of quaat1tative da-ta. dtel:' the 
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I.ikeWlse. top-down BOCial action efforts are 

primarily concerned with outcomes in quantitative and 

aggregate tei:ma. 'l'bat ls ,my Gross National Produet. 

Per Capita Incoiae. Birth Rate etc. are the tmll.ces that 

are moat ..,OU1.A01ll.y used in asaeasing" the OUtcOIQDS of 

top-down social action projects. Again the empha&ia la 

on ,goals, nat tM proceas. 'l'he proct11sa of liberation/ 

development 1• not a ftlued cutccns, it is the positive 

shift in •~ta indices that la • valued cutccme. 

'lherefore. J:ntevrated Atp'icul tural Development PJ:oo.:a....:• 

waa called a fNCCl!ladul •,;reen nvolutlon• bee:••• all 

.ajor ac;igre9Bte lndice• allowed iJll,:..o.a..a.tt. Per Capita 

procmctloa. and ln OPe, ONrall avrtculblral outpa.t• etc. 

llhQled impl:'O'f'■■eat-. Blat the, procea..-orientatica anaJ.yai■ 

broogbt cut the faet" that certai.A ,.roupa bendlttedr 

poor becam poorer, laml••--•• i.Dcreaaa4. What 

happened to the lif• of a mall furaar an4 hi■ fully 

, vu oner flD. !9'1crt.nt mtcw 1:0 bl" eoree1ned. iJl t:hi• 

project. 

I.n -, t:huefon, tilll tra4it1.oaal social neearch an4 

ti,s, 4-cwn eoclal act.lea an -...ry abd.lar to each otbU IA 1:1'ae 

fi.'ft respects presented UICl'ft. '1'her tend to -wo,ct ad fee4 

each other J.uvely beCW• of theN sf.ndJariti-• 'l'he rwrkabl.e 

ebd-Jarity between the tvo i.• not acclc1ental.1 it baa inolved 

bl■torlcaUY to benefit aach other. 



-,1,,-

PARIIClPATCf:Y §OC;tAL ACTION I 

Io recent yaars, ther. has been a growing r.-Jtution 

that top,-d.Cllffl social actlon effort• do not Nne tbe an.l.opiiWin 

objectiwa. It has now been amply tieu,,natn.te4 t:hat; 1:he logla 

of top-down eoclal action 1• ant1theUcal to ~"" r'°• lo 

aoma ways, a puadiomatie llhlft 1• t;ald.ng place 1n tbe concept; 

of aoc:ial actlon1 thJ.• new pan.di.gm I.a that; whiah l■ lM1119 

called participatory aoclal acts.oa h-.. In the fxwwcctt of 

Kuhn (1970), a parad191Mtlc ahl.ft lead■ to a radlcelly w 

way of perceiving and anal.yzlQIJ reality. Partlclpa.toEy 110Cla1 

action la radical ehlft; from 1:op-o,down social act.I.OIi• laarealtb 

large ll\lfflbars of people are finding anawen to dnel.GP••ntal 

probl_.. thr<Ng'h thJ.s ™"'7 paradlp of particlpatoQ' eac1eJ 

actlan,. Aa en .-rging pe.radl91D, dlffennt defin!.Uc..a .n 

beiQIJ forwarded for participatory .oaial acUOD. 'lhia aect1011 

la ea attempt to bring wt salient dllfarenc•• i.,,.,..,._ 
participatory social action and top-dalwo eo::1al aatlao ,aaiag 

the dtrnanston. of the earlier aecUoa. J.n pmeea'1Df the key 

ol-nts of partlcipatoq ltOClal acUOlltl J. ha99 1-'dl.J' nl.i-4 

an the case atwliea presented 1111 tide rmuai .. 

(a) Oiatrlbution of Powu • P.rtielpa~ eoalal actlon 

i.Ja.,Uu bodaonta.J. dlatdbutlca 

o! powez as opposed to vertical which wee the flM wlt.~ 

top,o,dowD aocial action. J.t ..en■ tb&t p0lfU I• the 

ceo~el. tbena of putlaipatloar eDIS. putlcl,patosy aoaitl 

aati.OA enU.ile widely aharltd., QOll.aUv. :.,Olflll' by ~ 
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who are the focus of social action. 'l'hls in turn also 

implies that the people tl'-emsel-• becone a11ents of 

aoclal action. Moreover, the power dlffarantlal between 

those whO control raaoureea and tho• who need them has 

to be reduced ln participatory l!IOCial action. Pause 

and Stiefel (1979 , 5} emphUi.aa this aspect I •it: 

naiat be accept:ed., thanfoN, 'l;hat the •"trul19l• fo.r 

people' a part:lcipa.tion ilaplies an att:anptad. reclistrlbl.1-

tion of both control of reaCNrCea and of power lD 

favour of t:hoH who live by t:heir own prol!uctifl 

labour.• 

Th• tribal. women of Dhul.ia in India participa1:ad 

ill thelr a.m wag-a aegotiatiODS. Their actiw 

participation ln ~ strilce ba4 increased. their power 

n.--vi• •n who had hlatod.ca2lr negotiat.4 w• • 

vagea. Their put:lcipa.tioa in "1:rike 11114 negotlaticm& 

had also increased their po,,er vl.,.._via the rt.oh 

farmers. &llllilarly, t:ha p1enat. 1D t:he AyMUCbo xeglcn 

of PeN participated in the &rftllq !'D't of their 

COlll!Wlitiea. 'tbls partlclpatioa incraaaed: their po ,w 

~e the professional.a an4 uputar 11114 tbay wor1ce4 

'together •• equals. 'the families of Bifttld.d. Chlni 

village in 'Tamr;anSa ra4uCed the powar gap ~ tba 

~t: official.a by creat:iD; their alfD. ri!)a9■ 

coard.tt9a. 'l'hi• participatica by the village• illpl.1114 



-•la•-

greater power equalisation than was visibl.e ..rU.. 

Sevara1 mare exemples oan be cited. to musuate 

that participatory aoclal action entails pow• 

eqWt11zat1oa... 'ttMI partloipatlon. of people 1a 4as19fllng 

their own social action effort. prcaotes coJ.lecd-.. 

empow~nt and therllby re4Uae• the 99-P v1-e -.1■ 1:hll 

elite•• To ~t extent:,, pact:1c1patory soclel ac:tion 

beeome• nrr threatening to ext.ting •U.tu.a qao., 

(J>) C,:1 t1cal Resour-=ctll I P..rtidiPGt:orr Soaial AotS.on i.lllpli•• 

that p,11~la and ~1r li1dt1• ani 

ti.'le lllOSt:. cri tic'al raaourcoa. nia partlci.pun.U., t:helr 

ltnowledge,, U-Jldaratan.:ltng and sldJ.lu ara priMrilY 

<!mpt"lasi1raed and :i::alied upon 1n partl.aipator]l' aocd.el 

actwn. 'fllo Tanzanian axampl• ~ that then U a 

Dllliof that •peaanta can aol.v. most of their daftl,opment:al 

probl.OIIIII by ut111alng akills,, experiences Q1l4 oallilble 

loca.l re•ourc••• • '!his belief led to t:hll 4-nlo:. ■nt of 

imprand ~ ato:a90 fac11it1•• bJ' thS psna!UIU 

thomsolvas t,a:a,ad oa. their accwmlated expanwes. :In 

tho cow:aa of tim, village stara;e coi:md.t .. bKa ■ 

tho ongoing: roacw:ca group in this 11111tter .. 

Another lllustJ:at1on of peopl.e tJoM'e-lw■ bet:ng 

tM JnOat ar1U~ reme i• aftilN)l.•,iu tM, w•• 
c~rn.Uvo. s;tore 1n Brul,gcbuk villa;e of Salltb Jeana. 
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coopera.Uve store fOJ: essentie.1 &11pplies in the village. 

'rhey org-anized themselves to ~ this store efficiently 

and goods bacama available at cheaper price■• 'l'ha 

essential. point here 1• that participatory social. action 

is based on people'• own resourcaa and skilla. 'l'his 

ne(Jate■ the reliance on external naou%Cea u dmionatrated 

in top-down social action. 

(c) Control t In lina with llboW, the contro1 of p,a.rticipatory 

111,ocJ.al action 1• 1n the hand• of till, 

participants th8ffllMllvea.. Invutebly it la collaotiva 

control, even th0u.gh ~iaed through a CJt:ollP or 

representative. Expet-ta eni \l.8ed mt only u addit10Da1 

resource■ controlled bf" the participants. 'rl'8! experti81s 

of l)measioaal• can. iofluene• th!I caurae of action JJut 

it ia -..'!thin the conacioua choics of the participants • 
. 

An excellent Uluatn.tl.cn of tbio attmapt to eoDtrOl the 

experts to pre■ent.d in the cw CG 1aD4 o..uu•dp 1n 

Appalachian reg-loo of VSJI.., An active cit1sema' QrCIUP 

tie9an to quaatioa the lan4 N+tle II t project ol t:he 

Appalachian Regional Coaat.ulon bJ' ni•inv' the s.e- ol! 

landaNner&hiP• flw CoaimlaalCl\j 1rlth its .-tm,ei 

:reaourcea, attempted to thrwit the experts' "1.ews on the 

citlzeu' group. ~ cltizena' trCUP wanted tbe experU: 

to be conttoll-4 by it.,. 'l'his eaao brlno• out 'llllY 

clearly the centrdity of control in particlpatci:y social 

actioa. 
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Similarly. the villaQera af Dlra>cua Child. in 

Tanzan:h1. tcnav thalr: gnJ.n •t~aga prcbl- IIDll thd.r 

local resource• and. en.VU'ornal\U• 'l'herefora • .._ 

outside axpar:ta were wte4 •• coq,lemmtaq b> their 

skills and coo.tro11ed to foaus wpon tha pr1- -4 of 

the villagera., External expertiN joiDed baa«• with 

the vill1199ra in devaloping aolutiana to 1:M latter•' 

probl,.-. of grain ROrage. In the ~ of ...,, IM\ 

Worker• Union in No:...ar. th• anal.yet• oC \edmological 

change vaa initiated. and. controlled by- the unt,-., 

Prof•••ional re .. &J:Cheru wax- uNd 1n thia analyaJ.a 

but Wider tba constant control of th• unt.oa. '1'lae 

office-ba:tnr• of tha uni.on and. worlQara of tbe pl.ant 

took najor initiatiwa aboutc w.t.t -•a.d. to i. mlyud. 

'1'he expertll ware then used to ausi•t them ta tbe proce­

of analy•1•• Zn esMnce, then, partiaipat~. ~ 

action Ul)li•• control over the daa19ft an4 p.coceu of 

social action br ~ paruaS.panta themnalvaa. 

(d) 'technology s ':rllG toc::hnOlogy ~ partlcipa~ aoclal 

,sctian is ......,,_Med in the local context 

of th& partloipantis. ~ owu G01els of ~ 

eze evnlvu.d. and utilized lD the duign end fl'l)t••mtaUOll 

of social. acUon ~forts. '1'b9 technology' of aacb social 
' ac:tian effozta 1• -11, ni.-rat, 1-aed. OD J 11 

cond.iUOll8 and. na,1■, appr:opd.ate and lor:elJy .wal."Nd. 

It la baaed OD the particl,.paa.U1 OWII logiO, thca,gh 
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occaa1onally assisted by the experts. 'fake the gra1n 

atora9e effort 1n Bwe.Jd.ra Chim. villac;ie of "ranzanta. 

'l'he technology ls relevant. the aton.ge facil1t1ea 

can be easily cout:r:aeted. and maintained by the 

v1lla,;ierar the deftl0l)lll8D.t of' r«>d1fled storage facility 

too'k place from 'WithiD the expcttiaica in the village. 

Similarly. the experience of nvlronu.e.ta1 

••~•m~nt in 819 Trollt Lau, northern Canada llluetratea 

the native peop1ea' atNCJgle to Clbta1n looa)lJ' relennt 

vaat. diapoaal .,.~ 'lb. Bi.CJ 'lrou.t Lab Baa Cc.mcll 

~ initlatlve to ue aperta to aU.aa the ~t 

propo•4 severa.i• srateia am ti:.tnlent plan~ ~ 

p,:a;a■e4 i■yatam. had ic;inored the laoal waa ad 

conc'lt•J.GDa. '1'he Baa4 cwu, tbuaf-.. P£U.:C11116d. 

differant ayataa which -■ baaed m relnut, 1 t am 

local technolo;r, Ia tha -- of Ayacacbo h9ion of 

Peru, th• lack of vai:er -• ... u a -Jor problm. 

Siadlu attnpb w:n •&I to cbta1.n tachnolo;r which U 

While pan1clpatoq aoaiaJ. actloa. atalla ■ J t 

an4 ftl..-.nt bdmology 1t al• 1• baaaa a,o, IIOdela of 

change wh1ch an nol...S. !:If the put:iclpaata. ~ 

aocial actloa •'!Pit oat 11.QW' f.a1 tiate4 by th9 trilal 

womara of Dhulia vu diasigoad and MPl..-nted. nt1nly 

accordJ.Dg" to the mo4al evol...S. b}' tha.. '!!'he pnbl~ 

it.a ualya:ia and rmthods to dw it were •'tinl.J' 



,.. I 22 I ,.. 

theS.i:e. No •1~w4• ~1 ot: ~ltliwg ~ pJ:001....., 

v•• 1.npoaed or uaed. 

(e> Outcca.e• • ?:ha aut:c:¢PW• of pU'd.cip&toey 11acd.al action. 

•:ce not PlellR%'9d 1.n quant.i \a.ti..,._, -,,g=:epta 

terms. '?hey are mre micro and proce■IIWll 1a aatun. 

n.se OUt:cGIDIIB CoctceS'D the hUnlilO bld,nga :Lm'OlTeel 1n 

aocial action and are in qUal.1Ut1ft t.ei:m■, Scww:al 

likely outcCPe■ ot partlcipato,ry soalal. aatLma CCIII be 

:Ldllnt1f:Le4 from. the .. c ... ■t\141-• J'.n t:ha aeM of a 

·won.a.•• cooperat::Lve atore 1n • loQ.th Xol:ean "'11.ava, 

the aelf-gOf'Gning osvanlPUOll Of WCIIQllll vaa .. 

tqx,r•ut: cu.t:c:onie. ln tlM caN of kiln Aaart.cU 

imd,graDtlJ to ~oa:onto. the BOLA,, coor,;H.natlDg bcNtJ' of 

LaUn Aaertcaa ort;tmd■aUOAa,, ,,.. P iJapoC'tUlt: outcorN• 

Sell-ccaf:L"4N'lclai J.a aDOtller 1-c ctaAt wt=a .of 

t1CXDe part:LaipatorJ" ■oc:La1 acdaa eff'Wb• ""- Uibet1 

WOl1l8Jt ~ D!Nl:La gwfned Nlf~mft.doCIIII dter ..,. 

part:icip&ilCA :Ln •tdb an4 wav- negoc:Latloaae 1ha 

put1c:ipad.OQ of ~tr:• h. dflal.oPbQ t:b-S• -

llt:eJ:IIC7 -~• la Ka;l-4-----' tt.U ..U­

COD!i~• - A raiaua outc- oe .-ell par'Cld.p&t:mr 

aoctal ecd.OA effort■; 1■ eaheftol4 .wuu.u. - 21w 

atudat• of the above mantJ.onad 1:Ltanor PXOJ..-t gwlne4 

8'1'adQO■a of themeetna" fhll 1fOll9D who parttaf.pated. 

1A Homa Econo-da• ~ iJl t:1w: UEbeD Ill.mu of 
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Lagos. Nlgarla became consclantf.zed as an outccme of 

their participatory experience. 

LinMd to aelf--confidence ana. awareness is the 

edUcational ou.tcCll8 of participatory social action. '1'he 

partic:ipants 1n such an effort leazn new way■ of 

pei::c:eiving reality 11114 act.ift9 on that reality. ~ 

peaaant• of Phillipinea learnt how to use thcdr 

traditional eoc:ial llDd politica1 leaders in collective 

interests. B<b:atlon also took plece among Latin 

Amari.can ImmiljlRnta vho participated in deftloPln; 

c<aD.lnity self-portraits. l'iMlly, Particlpe.tary social 

action brings el>aut eollective ernpclWC!llont anc1 atnngth 

for futun actions. '1'h1• vaa aa;?ly &nonat:rat:ed la 

moat C8IMIS, notably the Appalachiu 01 tiHA' 8 QZ°CQpe 

'this analyai• ruwwl• that partld,patory acalal. action 1a 

ahuactedud. bJ' an equal 4iatd.bu.tioa of power, re11ane• oa 

1Nal n~•• cont:ln11tld control br the people, 1 J and 

too,Jty nolwd techftologr and proaeamw1, qaal.11:at:t.w amt 

t. n oatcomea. To the a.tent the• an tnpartant; al~ta 

of tbe -.erg:hg paiadJ.Qll'l of participat=7 social aatJ.ce.- there 

an _... major lr1Plic:atlC1Da for participatory aoc:W naeucb. 

~ 1lUt section la an attempt to Otl.tline thw 1,;pUcatiou. 
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ftA'l'URE Oi' PARTXCJ:PATCRJ RKSEARCH I 

:It hu been arQU.94 in thia paper that tndlUoul 

social. reaeaxch and. toj,-dO,,ra. &0elal aeUcn ■- to go 'hand-

1.n,,,haod. They are •11nll.ar 1n -nr important way■ aid taDd to 

support each other. Given the emergence of • w paradigm of 

parUcipatory •oclal action, 1 t 1■ neca•ea.w;y that particlpatozy 

social nsea=h develop■ characterl•tlc• t:hat make it poas1ble 

:fo:- ita Gl.llanc:e with participatory aoaLal acuoa.. J:1; h 

llU1• poll8:lble that traditloaal. aoc1a1 xe.-uch aay be 

~porting t11e pa.,:tlclpatory •octal acucm. Bilt thJ.a s.. a 

ur<t:enab1.e poaition1 an unsteady aquillbJ:ium that 1■ DOI: goiDg' 

to etlhance tho SIIOYeS tcwarda particlpatocy soolal. acd.ca. J:n 

fa.1:J.-t-' aevexal. examp1•a are already 111111K9"ing wh1ch point tawer4■ 

tb:la trend of tra41Uanal. xesaarch aligning lt..U wl'1l 

pU'ticlpatory social. acUOD. One- IIUCh oc .,., ....._,J .. u the 

intamaUonal concern tor peop1e' a partlcipatlon. llilumi Robert 

McH8118J:a taJJc.a abau.t partlclpaUon of the rual poor-' 40ea the 

Wor14 Bank mpport Ull.41Uonal neeuch into peoph'• 

partlclpa.Uon7 Wb.n PAO show• .-oncem with peopJ.e'• «-g:ard.aa­

UONJ, lte ltunJ. ~zaUona Action Pro;n- (ROU) -west:■ 
- ,. . . 

ac:tf.on,,,orlented reaearch ""111ch is veq .tndJU to traa.Uonal. .. 
hNilft:h,. Another CQllih04 llluoTI:"&Uon. 1.a the aeho1eaUe 

6141&-U on participatory .ooet.al ect:lon. Confennoaa --4 
• 

it.• _,,,. 

part1clpatoq, 110Clal action,., And 8Cbolers ... .......,,,.. t:JMaa-

conferenc•• •rvae tor IIIIC!dela mid IIPW o d:e• bs■-4 oo t.helr 
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traditional research. These trends make it. imperative for 

vigorous articulation of participatory social research as an 

ally of participatory social action.. Both can mutually support 

each ot.h3r and only then break the viscious circile of traditional 

research and top-down social action. Based on this alliance 

of participatory social action and participatory research, the 

follOtling are soma of t.ha ltey implicationa for the nature of 

participatory research• 

(a) 'l'he foremost ilnplication for participatory social 

research is its clear atte.npt at power equalization .. 

'l'he participatory rase.uch effort ia undertaken in a 

marme~ that the distinction between nbjecta an4 objacts 

is eliminated. 'r?w organization of particiP&t0%J' 

resean:h, therefore, uswnaa significance. While the 

researcher may initially begin the research ps:oow.-

wf.th an advantage0US power position, it baa to ba 

followed. in a manner that po!lfer equalization takes 

place •. 

(t,) 'rhe second implication relatea to the local re~ 

utilization in the n11earch process itaelf. '1'he 

aaswaption that people are the critical nsour.::e 111 to 

be translated in practice. People can contribu.te ideas, 

infonration, insight ud anal.ysisr people can alao 

provide the contut for inquiry. Participatory social 
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reNarch relies on peopl• •• t.ha moat cantral. naourca 

for 1 ts 1111Cceea. 

(c) 'lhirdl.y. the control. ewer tha •d.re proceaa ol! 

participatory reeearch has to be 1111tually ebaftd. 'l'he 

•e:xpex-t9 reseucher ia not the •ol• ut>ltar of the focua 

methods and anal.yeia of naaarch. The •expert1-_• 1• at 

the ~lflc n,qu-t of the peopl• ad yet 1- CIBD. 

influence the dlractlon and preparation of n.-rah. 

ht) Partielpatcrr aocial n:-arch 1• in a way PBOP1•'• 

research. ::tt antalla a fram.wm:k that 1• ewol.'1'114 from 

the local context, 1 t use■ a technology th■- ls -11 

and &p?ropriatc. Method■ of data,.,collect10ll an4 

analyciz are sucll that they contribute t0111UG8 an 

underotanding- of micro e1 tuat1011■ and their -oro, 

contexts. 

(a) Finally. participatory aoelal neeerch ha• aawral 

outcomes. Educational and action Olltcomes ua aqual.ly 

veluod as MOWlOOge and learning aut..one■• Mo.:eos..r. 

the: 1mowladQe e.n4 learning outcmea en not conf1Ded 

to the reaearchor alone but mlared by the people. In 

this notion. the criteria for evaluating ou.tc • are 

determined by the people ill'IOl.'ftd in parti.clpatory 

reoee:cch and not by any axtenMll. afennoe ga: ~ liP• 'I'hl■ 

aynamica of several Vlllued autx:«i ••• make■ - c(Sll)lex 

demaa4a on ;,uticlpatory aoclaJ. re■-=b • 

••••••••• 
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