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REPERTOIRES OF HETEROS.EXUAL MASCULINITY: A DEPTH 
R~Rl\fENEUTIC ANALY IS OF THE MEN'S MOVEMENT 

Supef\lisor;· Dr. Wi11iam Cirroll 
ABSTRACT 

Through the application of dept'b he1meneutics, the thesis critically inve. ti.gates th 

{I 

. oi.:iaJ-h ,•toricaJ develop1nent orgtmi'z;ation and discur iv. - politic of the men's mo ement. 

The. w ·lciu~ J1yp~th ·i.· i; that apervasi ~ disruptim1 i_n the. hegemonic ultural sens.ib-ilhie · - --
or hete:rose-xt1:1l ma culioity.:..@n be IQ'cat:ed in tbe oootextuaU ·~shifting politics of tbe rnen'.s --- ...- -- . -
movement. The "men's novernent i analyzed tl three:separatt;' rnovem_eo roughly 

-- - -
d J_ineated by the analytical categories: "crhical," "reactionary" and "11ew age. '1 M.en1s, 

movement politic not on.!y cover th terrain froJn radical to lib~ral perspective ·., but al o 
-- - - -- - --- - -

n -t:on ervative, and reactionary politics. The divergent political agendas ·oale~ ·e around 

three di tinct :ocial moveror:.o : mytho-poetic, profemini t and rneri's 1igbts. U irig 

metupho , nan11tive and Erame:ana1y ·i., fou:r social move~ot organization· are explored. 

The analysis highlights ho 'ideology i: involved in moulding: dissatisfaction· a1Jd conflict 

int.o a politidzed agenda. consn-uctiug per ·on-al and collective identities and specifyiog 

certafo material and signifying re borce . within u ,sooial-historical and di cm 'i ~ context 

(Department o:f Political Sci.en~ and Contem.p.orary Social and Polit ical 
T.boughl) 
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THE REPERTOIRES OF HETEROSEXUAL MASCULINITY: 
DEPTH HE MENEUTIC .ANALYSIS OF. TRE MEN'S MOVEMENT 

INTRODUCTION 

A Per ·onal Begrnnio !! 

Thi thesis grew out of my own experiential knowledge of hete:ro exua1 

ma,"c~1llnity. Some time ago, I .started to take a doser look army own gender identity 

through rny parti~ip•ation in the rnytho~poetic men· movement. For years, l had "tried" out 

a range of identitie,'> conoected to work school or some future vi:inn of what T·coufd be. lt 

seemed to me th t l could•· all up" a varlet)i of rhe~ • ldentitiei in variou · contexts ro 
pro ·d some a,. urance of my ma cuH.n:ity. My gut feeling was thatthe.e expression.'\ of 

HW :elf ver more f1ctionaJ than authentic. Sometimes I would write a list, a - if l were 

i.mply a re ·ume of w.ork. ·scho·o1, cultural, styli tic and future. ide11tities (e.,g., '.todent. 

machine gunner in the Canadian Scottish Regiment, future criminologi ' t and external 

aft1iis officer. exceJjent health .Briti h, enjoy ricfu1g motorcycles and so on), 

1y _ornpaoion at thi time, -trongly affected how I perceived my elf a a 111ao • 

.Her ownfeminist perspective ·and ex.periences challenged me to rethink my'i'dea and 

be.Lief· about be~ero-·exual ma culiniry. For:e~mple~ I be~1 1.o_q~tiruL.m.yimage of 
--,-=-- -

bdn a " LO · d~" or ar one who made the final decisioru; on things. Also, I began to see 

how her experience: and perspectives offered .me ometh.ing ne.w .. .On one 1eve[, l beg.an w 

que. tion baTTters and practic ' that prevented women and girls from being foll partic;ip,Ult'­

in ociety. On another level. I began to ee new ways of expressing my elf RS a man. For 

example, l-ieating \..lo e frieodsJlip · c.1 • oppo. ed. to i:olating my ·elf. identifying my fee lin:g· 

in:(¢ad of .. uppressing thern and a cepting my .core self. i..n tead of re-enfmcing my identity 

with t ugh and r□gged narratives. 

U1_1se1tling ~· th~ .he:t de:setiption I can think of when one begins to question 

something as per anal as gender and ,·exuality. The men' · group I famed provided me with 

u place to explore. these feeling in a r~ ·peGtfuland emotionally gpro_iR,~9~. enjoyed m1d ~- - -- - - ---
learned from the exp.etiences, friendsbjp · and in .ight..-: of members of my group_ all of 

whom were.oldertlum me. The kinds ofi ·sues we e:Kplored included: interaction with our 

L:Ompa.nion. , nar.ur of friendship, :tre ses o work-life, ex.pres iug our sexuahty ·rnd a 

host of others. T..b.i~ roces_s_reaJly cu!_a rain_ t t~e grai•n_gf_everytttiJ:1:g l thoughr it.meant to 

be a man. "Real me.n" were not ·uppo .ed to inte{act and co~e ~ ~ ~~h_ao emotim_1al_an~ 

intirt:iate way. The a.uthenti.ci of th. ~s .i£l their courage to face challenging i ·ues, -- ---~ - . 
while :till caring aud valuing themselves and others. 

lnirially. I thought mo t of the .men's. movement group were like the one I 
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nended: oriented to' •self-a war~ne. s. exploring one's sense of identity, participatin~ in new 

age rituul and jusl spending time together as friend·. However, it became apparent d1at not 

aU of the _gro p · were the rune.. a.me _groups were more reactive and threatened by whn.t 

th y perceived u ''hunciag eason on men." ln some contexts this meant ·''honoring'' the 

opini n: of members who portrayed vi.olem men as vi tims of women' domination. Al 

orher ti.mes it me.antfr.arning the per. ective of gay or· bisexual men a,: "oveJ- ·eactiv _,., 

My i.rwol · ement with these groLLps became more critical '1fter two .key evenu:;_ .. The. 

fir. t occ:urred at a pivot.al point in Lhe development of Island Men's Net O(l<. (lJ'vfN) a men 

only. myrbo-poetfo organization, It. eerned to me and a number of other members that the 

harmful vie and verbalized fantasies of .-ome participan had beGome.nonnalized views 

or all. 111is occurred when island Men is.sued their newsletter on VioleJU.: in the Spring of 

I 992 .. The l sue -irongl y pre ·eoted reacti.ooary masculinist currents. My irnpres ion wa · 

thut maoy of the article dissolved violence as a m~n·s i..i,SUe and p1aced respon ibility for 

violence on femioi 'tS, morhers, and women who were v.it.:tims of men': violence. 

Tht econd event oc urred during a meeting of a men' · right' group .. A _t;nember 

exclaimed, "Ifa woman were to ask au u_gly man to dance rub up again.st him and get him 

hard, and then walk away. !"would tand guard while h.e raped her." uch rhetoric w in 

line with "th r outbursts . uch a4\, 'Women who are afnLid or-are raped wear the mos.t 

provocative ·lathe·." Que ·tioning these types o comments was often met with charge · of 

'male~bashing" or "shaming'·' meo . .t 

111 a upport group. it ma.la ' ense for men to me~t and to OJJenJy share their 

exp~rknc.e and emotions - be they rntimate or angry rhetoric. The desir to create-a 

" afe" r compassionate place for men to e.x.plore theiridentitie ·, a valuable. aspect of tl, 

mytho-poeti0 movement. However, I think a certain complacency .developed in ·some of the 

mytbo-1 oeti groups T attended, It ·eemed to t:ne that.anger and re eotmen.t were enabled 

1 The rnctnphof5 or "rnale ba hing" and'' hmnir1g'' are c ,mrrtonly f 110tl in 1.he <lis~ourse · or U1c men'. 
ri,ghl.'5 und 111y1ho-poctic movements, Bo1h meuiphors fit into a bmader cultural repermire :u, ed to LliscreJ.il 
;,,,omen': l.kroands for equ11lily antl femini. t perspectiv · . 11rroagh my participation in a roen' rights ·soci~J 
move.men[ l)fganimti n·, I funnd lhal male bashing is used to describe women nnd cnen who are identified a, 
ilftm:king" men or applying put-downs tu men, Those. ide.nlifiecl male bashe.rn are oharaete.rizcd ru; 

irral 1on;tl. weak or ppr.esll ive. Mos1 oCtcn feinini. rs ~ind proferninislS are chara~terize<l m ''male basJ1ers•' or 
"l)a.11 crosht:c " when urtiClllating, feminist perspt1ctives, questioning masculinities rn: denmndiog wumc.n'. 
equaJ righis. ·1 

- haming.'" is more commonly o~ in mytho-poetic di _co.urse.. Shaming can be applied in a 
simi lar wa.J to wtiroen or·rn.cn who artkufat.e fomfoist politics or ques·uon patriarchal musculinitic. , 
How~vcr, 1his me1..apl1or il.uat~· 01t,se- identifloo.as s11runing men in a more psycho-social context of 
1uolher~i-on rel.ition.;hip . This involves a metaphorical mother/woman psycitioally wounding as.on (hrou 1 1'1 

humiliatil>n r iidiculc. 
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and grew, o ten without critique or ·resoluti.on. My own frustration: at .some members' 

inability to qu ·tiau the detrimental ;pee of masculinity led me to participate i.o lhe 

profeminislmovemenr. l became much more.active in organizing profemin.istdrop-in 

meetings. protests. vigi ls and . o on. As a result-. I maitna.ined a stron:g leve;l of criticLm 

.aJong 'th :evernl other members within Tht{N), I believe tlrui pre ·sur led TMN to initiate a 

proce: of quettioning sexi 'm within the organization. 

l tried to i.nfluenoo J1vfN by involving members of Men, Mentoring and Ne.1w01-JcinJ,: 

(a tnt.:n'_ right organization in this process.. l beHeved that COfllJl).Unkatton· betWeen Men, 
Mentnring and Nern.1orhng (M1v1A:N). and lMN members conld bring a new awarene.·: of 

th~ potenti.al.ly harmful a.:p~ .of the men' · rights activ'ities. Further l believed that 

member of M!¥1AN could be enlightened by ome of the ''. oft11 ma ·culine sensibilitie 

po:-;itively expre :ed in IMN (e.g .• sharing experience ,. creating an intimate space, 

no.n-hlerarch.ical format. empha ·i-. on affection. respect for in.pi.victual. when .the._ .ar.e 

speaking. and so on). MMAN has dissolved a. a Sbcial mo · ement organization (SMO) .. but 

IMN continue-· as a popular SMO in Vrctori~ Briti h Columbia. 

The proce -~ of writing this the. ci • has also had .an impact on nry idenlity. At several 

key junctur · in the re ·earch, 1 wa cl1alienged to explore my feeling of anger confu ion. 

homophobia•, ambivalen ·e and di ·trust towards men in general, toward· fentinL t ·polr.ti.c ,. 

and, o.s I have dj ·c.:w sed, towards my own sens · of identity, In the.first half of the 

re~ean:h, I put my · 1f in a position of interrogating my gender identity as a man, I becam • 

('!Cutely aware and criti.c•al of my personal'history of becoming a.man. S.ometim I found 

my. elf in the po ition of explaining to od1er men· how we could fu·ten to what women are 

saying . bout is vue like men' violence, and not simply react wi:th di betief and outrage, 

And. at the. ame tune I was outraged by perc:reption of feminist politic. th.at seemed to 

paint a.JI men as violent abu ers of women and children. Reconcilin_g these feeling was part 

of my exploration .of ma culinity. 

ln the second haU' of m work, I ob. erved u shlft Erominterroga.ting my geoder 

identity to qoe ·tioning the ba i of m exuality. ln many challenging discus. · ons of my 

v/Ork with colleagues at Canadian 'Sociology and Anthropolo_gy A:sociation confereuc~ 

and · n clas.se~ on geoder and exuality I allowed my ·elf to be open to new po ·biliti.e . 

e pedally b. s~xuality. I began to under~tand and overcome my own fear of 

homo exuulity. by de'Velop1ng clo ·e, intimate relationships with other men. A~ times r did 

1 Ali ·1 uf gcocral abbrev ation. used 1hr ughrm1 the th s:is can be found in Appcncli.x J. 



not kno ~ if I wa: heterose:x.mil or bisexual. l fell it v.,a nec_essary to be· open to member 

of my family and friend. abont thi · proce~ · of intenogating rny sexoality. While such 

e perkoce and transfmmatioo were unsettling and at time st.re, sful, I believe thi · 
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p r. onal interro.garivc proce s gives my under tanding of'ntasculinity and betero exuality a 

more grounded and thoughtful per pective. 

Throughout: my research I ound that I um not alone in que · · oni:ng and creati..n_g a 

new awarene s of heteros -x.ual masculinity. Many heterosexual 11'ien are in doubt about 

th.eir idemitie. and are threatened by cultural change ·, l think that men need po itiv_e images 

of them el 1 • in various ·ill rural contexts, iu order to a(;;e issues like men·. violence and 

·tructural privileges - without fallit;ig into th.e rrap of blaming women:. 

When I began my re ·uarch, I bad a number of ethical concerns about the level of 

doception I wat willing to ngage in a · a participant in th.e. men' movement ·and a · a 

re earcher. 111e most effective way .of redu ing the level of dec~ption wa · to be honest with 

participanrs. I frequently di. clo ed my iotere, t m researching the meo' · movem nt to 

members of the group:. in which I was participating. The pos_' bility that my experience 

could become part ot an academic r earch project was (;."Onsistently met with enth.usia, m 

and encouragement.. Some members of the mytbo-poetic and men's-rights organiz,ttion: 

recognized my skill · a:s a potential re ·.our -e for their own political projects; this de -pite 

knowledge of myprofemini t view ·. 

I ho. e. to gather my data on the men's movement through an ethnog_r phi· 

methodology that .integrates my experienees in the men' movement with the u ·e o te-xtual 

dam. Ethnogr~phy was appropriate to the context of th.is re ·earch for '°Yeralreasons: ( I) 

litUe is known ·abgut the _poliri .., and orga.nization of the vari~1.e. men' · movemems (2) - -- - - - -- -
thc~e is no coherent and grounded typology that one can rely on as accur- tely de ·cribing 

'th~ me~,·~ ri}·ovement;' ' (3) mucb.-0f wbat occurs in the varjQus_qrg!lI1iz~tio.n_ j · obs:'±red 

from outsider and ltidcleo from publjc vi'ew;_ and (4) ethnQgr~pbic methods expo e ulltural_ 

s _ru;l billties, ritual proce ·ses, social networks and social meaning . I have a l:o combined ;i 

range of social theory. textual methodology and re ·earch on heterosexuality and 

ma~culi.nity. f found that I could llnk these approaches into a flexible framework. depth 

hermeneuti anal y ¥ - • , - wbich 1 "vilJ describe in detail later. 



On Oufck Sand: A View ot the Men's Movement and Cultural Change 

A number of socja.J force bav.e hrought members of the men')'; movement together 

to ~plate thdr own identities. The women' movement a.n.d the gay and lesbian liberation 

movement have had a profonnd impa1.:t on lb h.egemooic meaning .and practice~;_ of 

hetcro~m '·ulin.iry. Even the most anti-femini t dis ·oures of tl1e men'· movement 

adno v)edg.e:feminist insights and ideas< Similarly, heterosexual members of the men' 
movement am I : able to disCl · masculinity as ooJy being connected to he-tero"e uulity. 

In e ec: it L .increasingl diffi.cuh for heterosexual men to di cuss their own identities 

'.thont being politically con cious of the discourse · of feminisn1 and gay and le.sbi.an 

politics. This ha resulted m a powerful disr.uption of hetero~ma ~culine ideology which 

until recent .dee ad~ wus rarely que tioned. 

5 

Toe cult:u ·al ·ensibiliries encoded into the expres.ion of ma culinity are changing 

from fixed and univer ·al codes to plurali tic 'and 0uid ones, Evidence of this tTan ormation 

i" f und m the Fm.ruing of movement strategies and foentitles. Some members of both the 

mytho-poecic and µroferruni t movements are mo ·.t ardent in their reje tion of the notion of 

a universal and fixed modem identity and favour plurali:tic identitie.<s that affirm difference. 

Some men · group.· encourage members t-0 be emotionally open with other men, to value 

gentle mas1.:u1ln.itie and 10 re:duce the need to be competitive and controlling - the opposite 

ensibiUtie~ of those valued io modem man. Su ·h cultnral resistances occur during unique 

n-1omeuts. i_n which identity i. di rupted or put imo question. For .example,, the ne:w age 

ritual group · of the· mytho-poetk movement are a respon e tO what the participant. perceive 

a-: a ctisi of manhood. The members of the mytho-poetl movement pluralize 

hetero-mascuHnity int0 a serie~ of pos ible identitie~ in order to explore the cultural face-of 

manhood. Similarly, the collectiv1st organization of the profeministmovement disrupt.,; rhe 

dominant meanino · of hetero-masclllinity continually q;uestioo.ing mas~"'lllinity and by 

vahl.ing non-opptes, ive ·identitl . 

Tiie sign.ifica11 e of pluralizing fixed hetero-.tnasGulir;le identities within an 

experiment.al c-ontext of a ocial movement is that the dominant uultural repertoire. of 

he~ro-masculinity may expand beyond that presc1ibed by patriarchal ioe·ology (e,g., being 

the sole provider, dominant decision-maker, hetero ·e.Koal. etc .. With legitimate alternative 

ide.ntiti .s, tbe ideology of hetl:!ro-rnasculirrity - the patriarchal sensibilitie · of ho to be a 

rnan - become le. s .certain or are :ome what ctisrup.ted. Howevt"Jr, 1t is imporrartt to 

rem.ember thm simply pluralizing identity withour a cti1ical perspective on power reladon.s 

can ,atso haw the. opposite effect ~ that of reco11slr11.ctin. pa,:riar hq1 identities. ·me 



lJnplkationis th need to focu on the eJ\1:ra-discursive ace of patriarchal ideology, that is 

the ,s ial :tructures.The parado facing many men's n;iovement aci-ivi is tha.t ~mp J-y 

changing the meanings or langua.ge of heteto-musculinity does .not imply conelate ·wi.th a 

change in social ~tructure , 

Yet a dj 'ruption of patriarchal ma · ulinity · · a l;rucial step inoe it open~ 

opporhmiries for men to challenge and reject oppressi e social :;tructure-s. such i.l tho, 

invol · ing vio.len e. raci tU, or economic exploitation. My research into the men's 
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m vement, not as a . ingle uolfied 1J10VemeJ'lt. but a a fragmented and competing 

move-tnent politi1..: .. , provide some evidence of I.his shift rn the interpretation ~de pres. ion 

of hetero-rna. ·ulinity-from a cuJtu:re that was fixed and universal to ulture that are 

pluralistic and changing. 

Thls the i crilicaliy investigates the ·ocial-histari1..,aJ devdapment, organization. and 

di. ur ·ive politic· oflhe men's movement. I conceptualize these politic a a.repres.e-ntati-ve 
''micr -·culrurf''' of wider·societal expres ions of hetero-ma. i.;u:linity. My working 

h_1,•p ithe ri is that a pervasive disruption in the hegemonic cultural sensibilities · If 
hJ?tero-ma.scu/Jnily can be located in the µolitlc of the 1mm 's movement. A popular picture 

of rna.s ·uline ideoti.ty i: one that paints manhood as heterosex.ual, es entialistic and 

uni ersa.J. In con tr it, the framing strategies within the men's moven:ient re,veaJ a picture 

of rn culini ty that is fragmemed, competmg and 'disunified. Iii the co,ue:x.t o,f wider 

cultural chan~es, f believe that rhis .disruptlcm.primarily terns.from the impacr nf femin.~\'t 

politic and u trrmJjormatian of sensibilities encodedi11 the cqn Jructio11 of geuder anri 

.auaUry (<' .g., apluraiizatlon of "mascutinity11 into 1'mas ulinities"). 

inc~ the social practices of p•articipant in the rnen.,s movement involve an ability to 

create iiod articulate new 1dentitie and new solidarities, l apply the . ncept of "the men' ... 

movc;ment11 only on a descriptive level, For aaalyti al purposes I dra~ on. Warren 

Ma0 nus on and Rob Walker' .' 19 8) complex di ·rincti.on between ''critical 11 and 

"reactionary '' . ocial movemont . A central. tenant 'of Magnosson's and Walker'. work ' 

that movement articulate a coutextually-shifting politic . For example, men·'s righL 

activi:ts may articulate patriarchal ensibilities in ou_e .context. bot uot in other.. A. l will 

d.ist.uss 'in Chapter One., thes -conrexmally-shifting categories a:re useful in ompi:ITative 

work that inve ·tigate progressrve 'Ocial movemeots (e:.g.,. profeminist) with their 

r >.spon -jve co·u ntermo. ernents (e.g., men' .righ ) . PauJme Marie Rosenau (1992.) 

pro ide an in ightful third category that describes the rnytho-poeti movement as a "new 

age po:tmodern movement." TltiJ categmy help to delineate the fragmented and 
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het rogeneo · politit! of the n1yth0Tpoetii.; movement Finally, Barry Adam (199:'J divide, 

11ew. ocial movement (NSM) into t\vo face or political current .•. ( 1) a -politics of identity 

und (2) a socialist po.Lili~ · of transform tion. This opens a way to distinguish th 

mytho-poetiG movement from the profeminist mo ement, both of which I argue are N Ms. 

I a,~~ue that all three social movements - mytho-poeti ·, profemini ·t an.d men's 

tit1hI. - draw an di \I trgent and wmpetiti e mobilization strateoies and discursive. f}l Litics 

ro wue:rt. repli ate and tran,fonn he 1emonic hetero ex.ual ma cu/inity. For example, 

L\tfN. an SM in the rny~po•etic movemenJ. draws heavily on c.:ulull"al sensibilities which 

claim r.o fre men from the onstrainb; and challenges of hegemonic .betero-ma:sGulin1cy. 

TI1e ·e cbuUeoge · are reflected in member' attempts to resi 't the hegemonic :ensibility that 

me11 are emotionally clo ·ed individualists, to break witl1 hierarchical or~nization aod to 

r pe t polltical divedty.. 

·The Ma11ememfor rhe E~·tablishm~ni of Real Gender Equality (MERGE) and 

MM · · , both SMOs in the men's rights movement,_generaHy employ reactio□ary strategies 

aimtd ai do · ng chuilenge to hetero-masculinity a.nd ,,olidifying. conventional images of 

family. while , t the same time questioning -ome aspects of the hegemonk ideo"logy (by 

supponing women in lender hip or intellectual roles, for example), In a fascinating twist. 

the. e groups often di.place their concerns with dominant modes of masculinity to frame the 

women'· movement a the main problem in tenns of vfotimi:zing men, usurping men·• · 

power and setting up double standards on gender i 'sues, This i a central strategy in the 

i:nen':· rights mav ment By refo u ing on feminists a: the root problem acr.ivi·cs are able 

to articulate. a pobti . that doe little to challenge patriarchal ideology. One typ.i<;al men's 

rights frame que. tion · the cuJrural i.en ibiliti.e that delegate men to be provrder, as opposed 

to cJ1re~giyer . Yet. in tead of delineating how men may broaden their roles as care~g" · er.\ 

the men'. ri~hts a tivists point to feminis a. conspiring to bloi.;k men '~ a ce · to 

uare-givlng. In contrast the profemini ·t SMOs, such as The Men's Nerworkfor Cbanf!. e 

(MNC) articulate oppo itioJ1al strategies orieote<i to subverting oppre sive practice · and 

privileged po.'itions that members claim hetero exual men occupy, 



MerbodalolP[ and Definition:,; 

I have u-. ed movement new ·letter~. movement texts. and th~ work of Blye Frank 

( 19 7}. Holly Devor ( 9 9) and Mike Donal on (1993) lo identify the core sensibilitk · of 

11egernonic h terosexual masculinity. The ·.e L:Ultu:ra.1 en ibilitie prescribe the legitimate 

X 

wa s of expre ·ing gender and jdeutity1 e.g . . the general iense of bow one "~hould 11 be. a 

betero ·exuaJ ma l b.ave d cribed the .. sensibilitie throoghout my study. In the c ntext 

of tl1e new·letters, I a.p.plied a coding schema to gather empirical data on wbm member 
identify ru the core ·en ibilities hat fovo1ve domfoance of heterosexual men over other 

identifiable· groups., ~u -"ha: women .. men Ln.general, .gays and le·bian ' .-iugle moth~r, and 

.-o oti. A. 1 de~·crjbe in Chapter Two the -academic. work. of Frank arid DdouJ. o.n cprovide a 

theoretical framework for conceptualizing d'1e parriarchaJ ideology of hegemonic 

heterosexual ma. culinity. Devor's work provides be.th a theoretical n:arnework and an 

ernpiri1.:al basis m identifyin{" a dominant gender dmma which 1 also disc.us in Chapter 

Two. ln order to fully .in_terrogate a dominant gend~ chem.a from the perspective 

b terosexual men, I have identified it a a hegernoni ·. truggle- .one that works. to 

privilege tJ1e identities of heterosexual men over other people. 

Titroughour I have, conceptualized ''gend~r" and "gender identity" as beiug 

di~tirlgui hable frorn "sex." "sex identity." "sexu-a.Jity," and "sexual ideritity." Thi .is bu.sect 

on De or· (l 9 ' 9} distinction of: (1) "g~od~" aszd'ening to a person'· identified or 

attributed .o.cial. statu · a, either a man (boy) or a woman (giI!), (2) ·"gt';nder idencity'' as 

being attributro "by oneseif, as in 1 am a man,"' (3) "-sex" as referring "to one'· bio1ogka1 

status having on or the other et of primary exual characteristic , i.e.~ male 01: female," 

<4) "sex identity" as referring o "a per on' , acceptance of.their membership in a particular 

sex category as ejtbe.r .i male or femal~, whe-o people say of tbemselve , l am a 

female '" (vii). Fo[lowing t11is classification of te.rms, ''sexuality'' is reforred to as -.:1 11 

ide1 tified or amibuted social experienc linked with gender:; desire ··, practices and relational 

~tyles. Tiu approaGb to ·exuality uncoupl~ the ·rrong bond wit4 -se~, wb.ich · · pre"Sc'iibed 

by r•the dominant gender · hema.'' i..e., " ... the bioLogical facr of ex determine the gender 

t'1at a person will be as well ar. the sex/gender of the-person they win find ·e.xually 

arrractive'' (Dt;"vor, work in progress.: 7), I als.o atternp to br~ak with the-binary 

con lructioti of masculine and feminine identjty h_y plw-a.i:izing these gender constructfon . 

Therefore when l ct· ·l:'us · ro t;u1ine identitie 1 illll.in~e:nding romake a fm;r step away frorn 

a unified, fixed and universal view of 11manhood." 

Ba.-ed on the theoretical framework in Chapter Two, r explore heterosexmtl 
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111i.l ~cutiniti a ucially constructed cultural sensibilities. TI1ese ensibilities vary ove.r rime 

and in dif erent cultmal contexts, I use the term cultural sen·. ibility to capture the ocially 

con~"tructed m~aning. o·r onventions that rue part of the exp essfon of identity, T apply a 

critical on ept ot "hegemonic heterosexual roa t1lirury11 as a. ymboLic fom1 or ideolc:igy 

whi~h place Jimi. · on· what. can be. :-,-po ken wha sensi bilitie ·an be articulated and 

ultimatelywtu,t action· take p lave in the expre :ion of geode!' and exuality.~ Hegemonic 

he-teJ'Ol>ex:uaJ , m1 -culinicy offe .a repertoire n prh,:ileged identities ·that can be interpellated 

by iuembtni t society (a. in " I make the decls.ionc:; in this family because I am the man.*' .or' 

"look at rbac Limp WJisted faggot0 t 

As l dist u~s in Chapter Two interpelJation involves the acceptance and articulation 

of .an ideological point of view or identity. 4 An example j the way Lil w_hjch ·ome· men 

define them. elves a "real" rr:i.en and other men us" oft'' or weak.5 The inte1pe1lation of 

hege.m nk ideolog.ie jnv:.olving dorniluu1 e always pri ileges one group (e·.g. "reaJ" 

hetero e,:.aal me□ oveI a subordfoated other grollp ( ·. ie ., women, or gay·). 

Just bec-a:u ·e hetero exua.I men are privileged in society doe not mean all men see 

tllem.selves O benefiting from patriarohy. Members of all three roovemen · que tion the 

::; 1ppo ed benefil~ they receive by identifying themse1ves heterosexual men - like, goi11g 

to" ar, lack of i.rlvolvemenr in child care. violence against men, ·horter life expecra_n:cy, 

titc. The way a.dtivi 't: in each movement.frame these is ues (e.g .• through their u. e of 

narrative and metapbor) var~ significantly. This means the semiotic skills and rules of 

interpreJ-ing and e, pre . in_g identity and ideology vary aero s movemen . At time 

members are c1itical of patriarchal ideolqgy; sometime, they are re ·i ·tant and at others they 

are. as in the exar:nple. ta folJow. in complicity with the dominant sensibilities. 1n other 

word-, members of the men's movemenddentifywide ranging cultural repertoires or 

: ubjecti ities as oppo:ed to a ingle, unive al expression of what it mean to b. man. 
ln the following' comments the member !early does not ide.mify as a member of a 

3 a shon hand of ''hegerrtonit-hetero ~xn,'ll masculinit)'•", r will also uise Lhe phrase "pau-i:rrchaJ 
rd1mfogy." Similarly, I will .use "l1dero-m} cu1initi' for ",hettl)rost:x.ual masculinity." 

4 A: I cli:cuss in C'haptur Tw int.c.rpellatioa is a •sp:edfic fonn o.fint:erpreting of iJcology a.- one's o-wn 
subjoctivity or idc:nti . 

5 The term "i,uhject.ivitf" is cenlral t the theory of interpell&1io11. [ use. t11e concep1 .of identrty 
inwrd),Ulg~bly wflll . ubjectivity. 
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privileged groilp-: "It· often. the female culture that i 'the l:ulp ·t for women' · oppre:sions·. 

not patriarchy,,.men u.re simply not the enemy; women need to look within for the real 

enemy and oppre or" (Ogilvie. Winter 199J: 6). This mytho-poetic participant draw: on a 

rl · ~cur ·i ve-strategy that frame women as the "true" oppres:mrs or ~ ~. Th"' interpretive 

p.roae sat work here . imply reve · e the identification· of men a:5 ml:l.i:ntainin_g a privileged 

poshi 11 by framing worn.en a. tht re-dl oppre sor, througl their central involvement 111 

ca.re/ giving. In hj~ words "Feminjsts deny the natural superrority of women in emotional 

powex and manipulation. and therefore tbe ·control that women have over men and children" 

(O_gjJvie, Winter 19 3~ 6". Hegemonic heterosexual ma culi.njty 1:eflects the many compl~ · 

wa_ , through wbi h betero ·e ual men i.:an actively acquire and maintain con ~en ual 

:uppon .or their pri-.,iJeged ·ociaJ position~ and this includes discursive trategies~ a, 

Ulwmated ab • ve. 

The significa.ni.;e of deploying tbe cooc;ept ·of heg_emonic. hetero-m· 'bULinitY i · {·o 

understand how member of rh · three men' movemen frame challenges to their 

identities Le., the wo that rnemben; interpret patriarchal ideolog within a 

ociaHli torical context. 

Te..xtuaJOrganization 

In Chapter One, "So ial-Historical Development of the Men'.: Movement." I 

provide un hi torica.l ana.Jy is of the.men'· movement and of how the vroiou ' pplitkaJ 

tn1jectori~ fonned into di ·tinct movemen: · , a well a- an understanding .of the in1pac:tof 

. ome of the· surrouncling ·. odal stru tore and the opportunitie for co1lective action. Thi · 

chapter eniphasiz · the emergence of con, ciou ·ness-raising group· in the early J 970 . The 

analysi~ e, pl ore: t.hr e divergent politi al traje• tone· of the profeminist. men': rights and 

rnytbo-poetk movements, A detailed discu ,·ion of my justification for defining three 

, epan1.te movernen over a singie- unified sociaJ movement b provided. 

ln Chapter Two, "Theorizing Hegemonic Heterosexual Masculinity, " I bring the 

criti1.:al 1:oncepts of ideology rnterpeilation and hegemony to.gether. The pwpose nf thL. 

chapter is to provide the. practical. _rhem:erical roofs neoes ·ary to understand hegemonic 

heterosexual masculinity. 0 

1n bapter Three; ''Re~e·a.rch Methodology," I expla:fn the application of "depth 

henneneutic unalysi ·" (Thompson 1990). John Thompson's methodology is central to th 

6 Char r Two like the olh~r • ect1011s of my thesis i · guided by spccHlc re.sear l1 qUt:SJion whit;h are 
1ut.lincd in Appendix. A, 
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organization of lhi tne-·· · and di tate three aaalytic.-al phase. to be followed; a 

ociR.l-b..iHori al analys·s, a dis ·ur ive anaJy is (Ind a re-interpretation of find.mg,. The first 

i..::hapt.er, u ocjul-h:i ' todcaf overview ·of rh·e men\ movement and the fourth hapter a 

omparativ analy. · of movement orgaruzations and mobilizmion trategie • make -up tl1e 

fl.t ph ·e of the depth hermeneutil: aoalysil. A: ~ell, I di cuss the main analytit:al t:nol · 

that I u ·e to onduct my rui.aJysis, namely: .frame, nan:ative and metaphor aualysi ~ 

Chapter Fow. "Comparative Analysi of Movement Organizations aod Mobilization 

S t gies,' build.-: on the . odal-.h..istorie-al amtly · by ideotifying ('l} the organization of 

SMO · and mobi.lization of r ources. (2) the mobilization ·trategi.e and method- by which 

MOs tilke advuntage o( political opportunities and (3) the proces of frame alignment (i.e .. 

thfj! link between individual and collective ·identities . Finally, I emphasize the .mo t 1 cent 

de efopme-nrs. in the e movement. focusing .especially on the poplll;irity o the 

mytho-poetk movement and the reactionary traregies of tbe men's rights group . 

In the second pha e of .the depth herrneneutic analysis, I draw oo new social 

movement tbeo-ry to plore the di ·cursive analysis in Chapter Fiv.e, ''Di ·cursive Ana.lysi:,; 

of the Core Framing Tasks wttlUD ocial Movement Organizations." This chapter entails a 

di ursive analysis of men' movement texts . newsletter., book· about men, 1eners. 

·an.ferenct 1miterial. etc.) in three MOs. 
The "Con lusioa: A Re-Interpretation of Findings'' is the last pan of the depth 

hermeneutic· appro~ch. Thi phas~ in vol e-s a creative interpretation or as Thompson calls 

it, a re~interpretation of the preceding phase ·. The focu of this chapter is to re-interpret my 

finding· in the previou phases with regard to the hypothe 1 that a pervaslve d-Lruption io 

pa"ufarchal ideology is apparent within the political context of the three men' movements. 

Relevan1,;e of the Thesi. 

Thi· \1.' rk i timely in several re pects .. 1n" the fir t place the critical ·tudy of 1t1en 

<lnd masculinity in sociology _and cultural. tud.ie has only recently begun to take ·hape. 

Theoris and research r .- are predominantly drawing froni feminist, postmodern1st and 

. ritical theorie . Careful attention .needs to b.e given in con ·tructi:ng new con epts like 

hegemonk heterosexual ma ·ttlinity ( g . . 1n terms of deflecting challe11ges to ma. culinl':­

pri ilege. 

Second, lhe I'llie 'Of what I broadly term the men·.s movement offers u unique chance 

to explore que,.-tions o mas ·uline identity in fill intriguing o.cial oontext {i.e. thre~ .social 

mov rnent.s entering on creating and recreating masculln:iti ). pecifically, it i~ interesting. 



U1at the variou · approai.;h~ (i.e., mytbo~poetic, proferninist and rnen' righ ·) dearly 

. upport competirt ··trategies in relation to hegemonic hetero ·exual ma. culinity. Thi, 
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eti · e ity ;vithirJ and acros each movement allows or uniqu ir,sighrs into broader --odetal 

trends. The competitive political pr.ojects appurent in lhe three movements puts into 

que tian research gr.oanded 011 th.e notion of a un.died men's movemenL 

Thi.rd the men· · rnovemeo.t · · not well doi.;umented ftom· a sociologi<.:al perspective. 

Thi1' pn:ijec srri 1es 10 ex-plore th different paths many men hav~ t.aken in re 'l?onse lo soda.I 

and political hange· in oc.iety. for example, to the women• movement An w1d rand.ing 

of how men ure changing th. iJ· expre sion~ of gen'der. either in progre ive. or .in 

oppre ·.sive way-- in relation to women. children and other men is needed. UltfrnateJy, what 

thi: studypromi ·es is to contri'bute to the. under tanding of betero-mas~ulinity as a gender 

or subje ·tivhy. A· well as to i.nve . .tigate th . way men ex-press divere and plurali tii..; 

gender id ntihe. (e.g., abusive, liberating. re"istive. etc.), ~rnd how men are positioned 

with eertuin privileged in ex~ gender aod ec.onom.ic ·yst~ms. Most importantly, I wish to 

identify men · · ·ubje ts who have the ability to make progressive changes through the"ir 

own ac.tion· .. 

finally, the analytical methods rhat I employ offer uniqae insights into the social 

1.:onscruction of meaning and communication prnce ses. Frame narrative and metaphor 

-0rnlly . are re atively unexplored as .so1..,iological methodology, I wish Lo further develop 

these-methods i11 the coure~t of a dis ursive analysi • and also to better under~tand the 

limitation· of ap.plyi.ng literary nd linguistic approa ·he in the tudy of the soda I 

c.onstructio11 of ide1itit • 



CHAPTER ONE 

·, 0 IAL-HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
ME ·,s MOVEMENT 

1 the fast decade or so, ... , three different. type:~ of men's groups 
have come in.to being. The first group ·was and j· , a fernini t part of 
tb men': movement that hus tended to adopt the wo..rt1en's 
movement agenda. The second group which developed speaks of 
'men's rights-' and 'free men." Maoy of tbese men are angry o-ver a 
di or~e. and the lo s of .their children. In the early eightfo a third 
approach to men's gathering~ emerged, itffluenced by Robert Bly 
and his arti le on 1The Wildcnan.' This became the 'Mythopoetic 
Approach' which Robe.rt Bly, Shepb~rd BUs and Micha~l Mead 
1.,;ontinue to be active in (Winkelmans. Summer l 991: 4). 
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TI1e "men's movement" i: best analyzed as three separate movement roughly 

delineated by the analytical categorie~ : " rirical." "reaotionary'' and 1'new age1
' (Magnus ' Ort 

and Walker. 19 8; and Ro ·e.nau 1992),7 One of the mo~t imeresring sides to men 1 

movement politi ~ i the range of discour es not only cover the terrain from radical to 

Uberal perspettive . . a l:an be een in the. wome111s or gay and lesbiari liberation 

rnoveme11t', but also neo-con ·ervative and rea tioni;il)' politic , The divergent political 

agt:~ndas poin.t to an. ex.ploratio.n of thtee distinct social movements, and as a. con.sequence., 

liU1its th . c.: nc:ept of "the men's movement" to de criptive rat.her than analytical purp se ,._ 

Magnusson and Walker distingui h between critical and reactionary :01.,;ial 

mo em nts. They argue that: " ... critical movements refuse the-opposition betwe·en identity 

and dif erence ... [clritical movem ms are open .and exp.erimental. lt is .thi open aod 

expeiimenr.al character that enables them to challenge the stru ture and prat..:tlces of 

bourgeois o .iety - including the ones tl1atreJegate 'socialist politlcs1 to a safe terrain" 

(Magnu son and Walk.er, 198 : 60). On the olher hand. 1'[r]eactionary movements attem_pt 

.ro tance.l differnnt;e, and enfor ·e dosw-e" (rvlagnus on and Walker, 198.8; 60). 

McAd~ McCarthy and Zaki criticize that this division treu countemtovements a. 

re.accion.ary and typil..:ally, .criticul mo.vemetHs as progr · ive. These aathor uggest~ thac 

•:u h a framework may lead to comradicto1y findings (19.88: 721 ). For example. in the 

' l'.vlost sruu.ies I.Jf lhc;: men's roovcment mistakenly analyze it in tenns of 11(ac~omt "wings'' or "splinter· 
group . . '' Th .. r,n:iblem with Uus approach is lhe e:,;:,;ent:i.alized prcrni:e that men are inherently conne.ct ·db­
ih"tr sex s males. iu1d foll wing from lltL. canoe led by a universal gender i<lentity as "rnen." [n tcad, 
ruemh~rs f rm loge1her m various social rr'lovem~nt organizatipns based on 1.he.ir politic · . interpretations or 
et1lrur . and life cxpcril!nces in wurk envi:ronroe111 f::unily, rl"l;:ition hip, and other related comexls-.. 
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oour,e of re ·ear rung MERGE·, a reactionary men.'s rights SMO. I noticed that members 

·omet.im drnw on feminist di ~cour:e • for example, to c1itique tobac o in.du try 

advertizing geared to eneouragt: women and girls to smoke. Thi. was perplexing given the 

troog opposition· to ferui.ni m1 and to ociet.al change impacting on family stru rures and 

g ncler relations. At fiJ t. my inclination wa · to ignore the ubmerged feminist perspective-~ 

and to highligbr ch dominant .men's rights froroes. 

ln resolving this apparent omradiccion. f al o draw on M·agnusson. and Walker's 

insight that "I: )pecifi~ movemertts may be. critical or reactionary) at some dines . . in. ome 

ways, and rn some places. but not in other '1 (M~gnusson and Walker, 1988: 60). 

Con, equently. members ofreaotio movements do not require a. critical movement to 

articulate. their politi 's. but invoke clo ed meaning~ on. various construct . For ex.ample. the 

rt:actioriary at.:tivrstii of tl1 men's rights movement attempt to fix univer al definition of 

famrlyand geuder 'dentity. Thernf re issue· that do not disro.-pt the notion of family or the 

conventional en · ibiJities of man:lmod, like the tobacco industry influencing girh to smoke. 

may be articulate{! by MERGE member·. 1n the case of MERGE. it is al o neces ary to 

have articl~ · rhat focu 0J1 women in order to repre: eat the SMO a ' upporring '·'real gender 

eqn.aUty," 

This on.textual! y- hirting typology is an attempt to avoid the type of reifi ation 

i:titicized by M1::Adani, McCartl1y and Zald. Magnusson and Walker's ;trategy i'. based on 

th .under, tanding that nothing isfi.x.ed in soda/ or political Life. This trategy rai .e-s 

qt.te-stion. about re. earch rhat ''freez~ '' the boundaries of d iscour ·e · and it encourages 

theori_ ~ to be critical a.bout tJ1eir owrt categories in relation to complex o ial relation~.11. 

~ These lc.ssons are in (J)omted inco m_y analysi of the men's movement. For e ample. as l <lemon trat-e, 

mtm's Ti h orga,1izations express ome o the most a.nti-ferninisi and antl•woruen tlogma.. y,et · me SMO, 
·uc:h.,ts MERGE. en mp I otb men and women in membership, Members or MERGE sec 1his gcn<let 
mi.x a:< a ne ' ·ary tstrat.egy for c-quality. In au.empting co m:;h.ieve their aim of articulating a discourse Jf 
"re gc11dcr ~a.al.it}', rt tbcy. meLime!( print artj Jes tua serv~ feminist and profeminist ends a!id some r 
their article clri\w on profeminist and feroin.ist di courses. And whjle m •n's rights groups l'.efr-.Jme gtnd r 
· sues lt:k.c- iolence. a •. c.quality issues, their ~tr.Ucgy. which draws on.a rights ti course. onavoid:ibly katl~ 
inernher.i 10 dis u s gender· within a political fieJd outlined b , feminist politic . For eXIDTipJ1.\ mc,ubc~ find 
ii dif 1cJ111 to. di. c.uss ''dotnt!Stic violt:nce' tJ1m dties not acknowledge a f•mmist po ition on violence . 
. Firu.illy, .each rnovcmcm i. in some wax critical. ofparriarohalideology, although the art.icwute different 
rx.·r pec6.veos with rcspe :rt tO e;.iu. ·e and sttatcgy. 'F'or ~.:w.mple, many or the myd10-{l<)etic group11. acknow kdgc 
tJr· need for mtn to be emoli oally open. h, break w(t11 controlling modes of masculinity. and m explore 
their i,erwnal ,;periences in an n-hier.arcliicn.l formale< Some of 1h~ groups break with leader.; like 
Robert Bl <Uld Shepecd BliI;s to ·construcl mytho•poetics as aff.innativ postmodern politic: - one that is 
[1111.femmi. and g11y affITTnative. For U1e e men the. foa:rs or s.ufut or weak masculine i<lentit1cs are 001 
problematl ·. Where Bly o.t Bliss w uJd argtre that men n ed a :-pace lO be fre from :.i female-domin:1.1ed 
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Ro enau',• iden'tlfit;aJ:ion of "new age po~tmodem so ial movemen '1 add$ a third 

category. The c·anc.ept of "new age.,. gives a clearer image of the mytho-poetic movement 1n 

r lation t.o on·~ of the other SM. in this study, tbe profemiolsr movement. Despite the 

e lee tic nature of po unodem a tivist.s. Rosenau uggests that they tend to agree al ng a 

nutnber of politi al..ly relevant en ibilities. The e postmodern sen.s.ibilitie. in Jud : " ... .a 

rejection o modern ·cience. a questioning of the modern idea of pro gr~ . a refn ·a] to 

affiliate ~th any uaditionaJ 1natl utionalized:politica1 movements that ha e what they 
co ider a. 'totnlizmg i<le_ology' and an abandonment of log centric foundational prnje ts 

witl1 rnmprnhen ·ive solution, - be tl.1 .. y liberal, centtist. or con ·ervarive.1' (l 992 '. 144J. 

Ro, enau argues that new ag . , ensibiliti encapsulate emotional. irrational, mystfc.;al. 

mag.ical and spiritual sen ibilities in the organization and discourse: of what she refers to -a 

·"po ·tmodern social movements'1 osenau. 1992.: 149), AU these sen i biliti.es are embocl1ed 

in the. myth:o-poeti movement Fo.r example, members search for deeper inspirational 

r11es age. that come from withfn and are mediated through myth, fairy tales. poetry. 

mentoring. and so on .. 

As l earlier di: ussed) Adam add. a further nuance to thL typology. pointin:g o.ut 

that Ms ure made up of rwo facets or political urrents: a politics of ide11tity ·and a 

ocia.list politi s of tran form.a.ti.on (1993: 330). In terms of identity politil,; Adam ·pedfies 

ho fomt of ''t;ultural nationalism" serve w 1alidate identity politics for' a host of p.eople< 

Th.L form of identity polidc is evident within the mytho-poetic discour e at 'the hemt of 

wb.ich · a M~arch for and celebration of manhood. Like most ocial movements, th 

m'ytho-poetic SM Os are composed of a ~erie of submerged networks, that is. private 

c<.mnection or relation.·hlps th.at form within an SMQ_9 For· example,. me.n's up port 

group e<lhoriaJ oUeotive. , mt::n's drop.-.in groups, p etry group and ·o on). itbtn these 

net.Work · members are able to experimen · wilb different ways of loo.king at mas uJin ity. 

The rnytho-poctic nerworks characteristically express a contradictory politic of 

identity, Mytbo-poet:ic member valorize pluralistic masculinitie , cont~t do.rnirtan.tc.ode '. 

,,;u h u · tho e a:. oc· ared with hegemottiG hetew.se,;;ual masculinity and paradoxically1 

wort(]. ,'ome myl110-poctfomcmbers see their meeting as a d.iS$Olving harmful aspec , of masculinity, e.g. 
ro .!Xpr- mar~ ensit1ve wid caring nwculin1tics and to he d06er Lo ·women an<l ·hildrcn in [heir live! .. 

9 Melu ·ci q11ite accurntcly argues LhaL "[c )ontc1npomry w1Je_cti ~ o.cr.i011 assumes the form of ni;rwod· · 

s1~bn1er~ed in everyday Life. WH11m (hese networks Lhere is experirr1cntntion wir.h and direct practice of 
altem11tiv1; Jhunt·wodts of sense, in con equence of.a p~s<mtll commitmenl which is suhmerged and nlmo "( 
i.nvi. bl~" 0 9 : 24, ). 



repli te an es:entialized het~o-masculinlty. Fore ·ample, some paitic.:i_parrt suppo11 the 

e sentiali ' t belief that initiat~d men are natural warrior. providers and declliiori-mak. rn. 

Funda111~ntnUy thi movernends united by new age activities foeusing on a hei 0htened 

e/f-awaren:ess of wh.at members de. cribe a the' true roots" of masculine identity. It L th.i · 

mer.apbor ·of ear h ing fur the roots of masculfrri ty that leads ome member. to an 
~- .ntfo]i ·c. and conventional sen e of ma~cuJin.ity•. FQr other members the plW'alism of a 

etaphoric.al search . omiouaUy open. pace for co tru ting diverse mascuilnirie ·, 

In tenn. o the socialist fac~t. Adam argues tlmt mo et_nentpolitlC.'S involve a 

su. tained critic:al strug le for change. ln my tudy this facet characterizes the profemin.ist 

movem nt. 1embers articulate oppo ili.onal political trategies and a progre · ·ve agenda for 

~hange, , lipporting the women·' movement. Like the mytllo-.poetic .movement, 

profem1ni t activi ·rs are open to experimental strategie . For insta11 e, use of poeuy to 

expJor~ identity issues, exploration of personal narratives, or mor broadly. the formation 

of coalition with other movemell1S. uch a.\ labotlr, Aboriginal movement, feminism. etc. 

1gnificant]y, I.his movement •is united by a con ·j ·tently critical opposition to patriarchal 

jdeology, 

Toe men': 11ghts movement does not fit either of these characterizations. It i: not an 

identi' nible SM, but a backlash movement. In the context of the analysis a backlush 

1110 ementprimarily draws on reactionary trat~gie.-s, 'con tructed in opposition to feminist 

and ociali ·t politics. pecillcally, the men' rights movement addresse · the mu.egies and. 

ehalleoge raised by ferniru rn drawing on a politics of "right· " and on conventioo-d 

organization and mobdization :trategie~ uch as centralized leadership and top-down 

hicrarchie, . 

Emergence of the Men's Movement 

Many academic 1:md writer of men's studie literarure agree that che me.n's 

movement originated in the late sixtie . and early seventie as the men's branch of the 

femiJ ·. t movement. At that time.. a ·mall, mainly hetero exual_men' . .., movement:. emerged 

111 North Artlerit.:a and ome parts of Europ , With or alon·g ;:ide the muc.:h more articulated 

and organjzed gay and te bian and women': movemen (Goldman. May-Jone 199 L Clay, 

Septemb~r 1991: Carrigan et al. 19< 7· Astrachan. 1986). Members of tbe men': 

movement initially drew togerher as a way of under··tandfog and responding to; ( 1) :mcial 

and political probtem rai ed by lhe more articulate<l NSM., (2) new opportunctie for 

mobilizing a progressiv and rea ·tionary politics. (3) and structural change:; in society. 
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(F::1ludi. 1991. lattt¢rbaug'h, 1990:. 1: Toi on . l977: 10: Carr~gan er a'J, 1987; A trnchan·, 

19 6). 

A clrrunati · '' ocio.l revolution" occurred whicb altered the coUective under tandfn.g 

of ho.man ·o ·.ial in teraotions, in ome ectors of North American ··ociety. Significant 

1.:bange 1n ho\l people viewed gender and :sexuality occwTetl which influenced the 

forn-rc1..tion of men' groups. These change, .included: I) precipitating factors to the 1960 · , 

e . .g: .• women' · increasing parti ipation in tJ1e paid work force and higher education and the 

d~ elopment of om1 and ot,her contra1,;eptive .. and (2) influences urfacing in tlH:! 1960s 

rh.ro.ugh the "sexual revolutlon" and the development o lhe second wave of fominism. 

Si11ee the 1920s w.omenr participation in the paid work force has iocrea:. ed. A 

particularly dramatic, but temporary .itlcrease occurred during World War. Two. StiJJ n,{loy 

women remained in the work force at the end of th · war and many other experieuc.ed 

employmem . utside 'the h0n1e. According tb Feree and Hes ( 19 5)1 by tlr end of ·the 

1960 larg.e number.s o'f women bad grown up fo bom · with the.experience of having a 

p.aid. worlcin_g mother. 

Women who worked for wage · gained a new ability tiJ leave unwanted 

relationship ·. While this allowed ·ome men toe ·cap the responsibility of providing 

financial upport to their former companion· and children, it al o weakened the control men 

had over wornen in heterosexual retationships. ft became µos. ible for wome1i to ·opport 

tht::m elve,~1 ._: ithout men. SirnilarJy. worne,n's increasing par~ ipation in highet education 

impacted on women's iodependeoce. Women who pur ue higher education were mm:e 

likely to remain Llllmarri•ed. tended to have fewer ·chl]dren and earned higher income level 

(Feree and He-:, 19. 0). 

The development of the pill aod other forms of .contraception gave many wome-o 

mm·e control over reproduction. The "sexual revolution" of the 1960s. change., in fo01ily 

aud eco11ort1j structure,, also bad a major impact on tbe formation of men' groups. The 

cuJ ural upsurge -..: hi )1 occurred throughout the 60, and 70 res' r.ed both reHgfou · and 

cla · · p,re ·criprion , for closed, life-loug heterosexual Ielatio ·mp~ and the domimm(.;e of 

heterosexuality as the legitimate and natural ex pres ion of human sexuality. Some on,en 

found ne" freedom in their sexual lives. Women a setted their right to be. free '.Of tbe 

0outrol of men and other . a ietal instfrurions. For exi.imple., wom~n could legally choos 

and ac· e. aborti'ou .service · -and divorce process~ . 

fi r ~oll)e men these. hanges opened up opportunities forprofemmist mobilization 

.in th form of con. do1..1.St;1ess.-raising group , prote.-t · and newsletter , One prominent 
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profemini. t t i.;tivist, Jack Sawyer; is poignantly described a ·peaking the" ·pirlt of the 

·ixtie ·" which 1
' :eemed revol ati.onary to many of the-inen" (As.trac_han, 19 6: 291)_.. awyer 

argued. ' ... U1at ne-hali of the human race should be dominant ·anct the other balf 

,·ubmL·s1ve i, incompatible with a notion of freedm 1 11 (A trachan 1986: 291 ). Tl · · early 

articulation of profemioi rn jdentified masculinity a · a ·ociaJ problem. Members of the early 

profem.i ni 't movement 

,.,conoe ied that Ame1ican ociety ~ ~exist..-that women are objectified 
exually nd exduded from many if not mo areas of power that are open 

to men. They maintained that men' l ives, too, are greatly affe te-d. by thi · 
systl"fil of male dominance and that men are competitive emotionally 
isolated tom one anoth·er and their familie .... . and overtly rnvolved in work 
and ,;ports. They rejected the .con~ervative idea that n·aditional gender role · 
.are either natural or necessary to ivilized society (Clatterbaug.h. 1990: 37). 

Arising from these activitie\ actiyisr engaged in a critiqu .. e of both gender roles and 

patriarchal pow r ·truc-mres. Throughout its formation, the profem:ini ··t mov.emen.t 

rnai.ma:i.Jied ·u·ong alliance · with the women's movemem,and fenuni:tpolitics. Many men 

came to profeminism through the impacJ of feminism on their lives. The women's 

movement articulated women1s .demands for equality and power in all:pheres ofs iety . 

challenged the a-;, umpti ns of the ocjaJ. structures of patriarchy and·put into question many 

cultural a sumpti"o h~ld to be naturill in contemporary society. For ex;µnple, the e 

~halJeuge. have .called into question conventional en.sibilitie~ of hetero exual r.efation.'hip~ 

(e-.g .. man a. the _provider, marriage that t for life, women· as fragile and pas, ive et . )., a 

well a.<.; practice, rhat were: thou_gbt to be normal and acceptable behavior for mei1 (e.g .. 

being emotionally closed~ physi1,;al and p ·ychologi al control over women wife battering 

marital rape, etc-,), 

The mo t salient iJtlluence on the profeminist movement was eeing powerful 

women a serti□g th.em. elves. Toi ·on recounts the forrna:tio.o of a: men's group in whic.b he 

parti ipated during tht ·early 1970 ·: 

F r many liberal rniddle-cfoss roeo. the growth of a femini..~t cortsciou ·nes 
repre ·ented a challenge. At the time our group wa formed we ensed a 
c.ollec:nve spirit among the. women we knew, It ·seemed d1.attl1eir live.~ were 
op~n~ng out - into' new groups. ex-peri.meot.al relationship ·, and forms of 
political action. Their olidari.ty was canied over i"nto family life, dernunding 
a. c:oru rru tive attitod.e fro~ men to women's independence. A me . .n.., we fel t 
trapped in our own exclusion ·- not because we were excluded from 
women's ·activitie ·, but because we had no equivalent 'liberation'· for 
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oursel ve . . Toe,ether we would fall into the conventional 'matine~'>:1 of ilie 
pub. u mutual backslapplng. desigped te. repress as much as it e pre. 'Ses. Jr 

impossible to talk to other men about personal feelings, weakne ·s or 
jea.lou y. A ma culine 'mask of silen e'' concealed the emptine s of ·o_ar 
emotional live: ( 1977: 101. 

Another":fact r in the formation of the, e earl con. cious.ne ·~-raisiog and ·uppact 

_groups wu lhe perception that men needed to gather together because of their identifi<;ation 

as "males." any claimed it wa.., then· :ex ihat was the unif ing factor. Ast.he abo e 

narrati\/ ,:ugge t1 ·tis more likely the ca ·e that the. w1der1ying the. cornmonaJ-ity ·o.f member.­

wa;,; their p litics, lifo experience · and cultural interpretations o:rhetero-tnasculimty. and 

not , imply being of the male sex. First the women's mo emeor focu ·ed sharply 01'1 

pauiard1y. This impacted the con. ciousne · raising groups by refocusing tile movement on 

men': power ;:ind privilege through patriaJchy (Carrigan. Connell and Lee, I 987: 

150- 152). Second. be.cau -~ the activitie. of men's group. were tied in with the radical wi.og 

of the anti-war mo ement theJe wa an ernpliasi on peace. These men's movement 

activists were critical of men's participation in war an·d argued that it lead to th~ oppre ·ston 
of women destruction of the environment and the war in Viemam (Canigan, Connell and 

Lee, 1987; 151 }. 

According to Carrigan, ConneJI and Lee, the men who were dtawn to th.e ·e. rnen' ' 

groups. ,~.rere o ten wMte, university educated. new Jeft activists (1987: I 60}. It is difficult 

tJJ identify juM haw inany of the e group. exisw,d in North. Amerl a·, b.ut many v.,,-iters 

suggest that thei:r growth w.a reflected in two ·ignificant even in 1970: the opening of the" 

Berkeley Men'· Centre and Sawyer's publication of Liberation) a profeminist r :tovemen.r 

newsletter (A:tracban, 19 6:-29'1). 

The att~ntion '\ itbm the men's roovementto men' power and privilege over 

women and otl1er men . hifted in the 1970s to the que ·ti.on of traditional male sex rnle ' and 

oth r rela(ed coni.;ems (A tra b.an·, l 6: 291 ). Ev.en Sawyer makes it clear· that maJe 

domi.nance ·was a product of sex role stereotyping and therefore empJ\a'>ized the oe.ed to 

rrart -form ocialrnle . . With this new emphasis., broken relationship mal~ 

compethiven . s family structure and so on was framed as a product of sex role 

·o ializ.a.bon and ~ter:eotypes and not as a result of power discrepanci between men and 

me.n. 

Anuther politi" aJ .opportunity created by· these sexual and social changec: \.Vil: the 

formutioll of meo' · and father' · lighr organizati n · in the seventies and eighties. The e 

re1c1ctiana.ry group found sup_ponin in;' ritutionaJ discoure · that defined the nuclear family 
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and lle~erosexual.ity a. an ideal~.e.g., th social ·ervices, medical, edm .. -atioual, religious and 

the ju tice :y ·tems. lo varioo con~xts many men have found it ·ctifti'cult t chart out new 

rote for them:,elves. As well many women have chmg to the security and . ratus of ·ome 

type of relationship. with ·men. Con.sider the following narratives. The first a.ud second 

point to ktimnaf on of rnenlhrough child-custody·and .divorce procedures and the third 

, nd fourth highlight the confusi·on and experien e of defm.ing newiderrtiries and pta tke .. 

rt i pas ··ib e .in law thaL ~.fler living tith omeone for Just two year. . 
per on may att m;pt o take half the partner' .. property with tl1em on leaving._ 
When marriage ls involved it can bappen even faster. When children are 
involved, th.e courts routinely award tbe borne, pousal and child uppon to 
the woman and leave the man devastated. This kind of trauma · · oo 
common uow that i:t hardly attrnct5 surprise-and yet it i • art outrageous 
violatfo11 of trust and abu e of the law jn which men are almo t alway; the 
vr ·tim [Batterbury, Spring 1992: 1 )_ 

One re ult of oin· system of di ·tan ing children· •from their father and tying 
them more. fu_mly .to their mother has been that certain attitnd~ are taken for 
granted in our culture: that children are basical ly property of their mother: . 
that they really don't much need their fathers - except for financial upport 
- and that their fathers don't really mu .b lov~ or need them. AU th ·e 
ideas are tragically .mistaken: m the context of divorce and out-of-wed la: k 
birth. they are often p:articularly tragi . (Chri tensen, May-June 1992: 3). 

Today, the financial devaluation and dimini hed status of 'women': work' 
-homemaking - ba r · ulled in a correlating ohild di:spJacement fear for 
women: the fear of lo~rng her attractivenes. through <:hfldbearing, of 
con. equently being replaced, a ·exual partner, by her children's forhe.r ... 
(Robert ·0 11 M-ay-June 19 2::; 2). 

On U1e other hund it seem · that we men have taken a back eat i'n the area of 
·elf~awareness and are n1 danger of being left behind by the feminist 
movement. Todayi.t onld seem a lot ofconfusion .exists on what it mean. 
to be a male an·d h_ow we sh_ou.ld relate to women in light of their feminist 
awakening (Winkelman • Summer 1991.: 4). 

Ari ing from the eris. · of masculin.ity identified by the male Libemtioni V(,as the 

oeed 'Or erndk:ati.on of traditional male -ex roles and identities, and the creation of new 

positive role model:. A majm c1iticism of the ex role fran1ewo,rk i that it is incoherent .and 

Lheoretically un table. For example, researchers shifted between psychological and 

biological argument to explain . ocial interaction and cultural changes without a 1ear 

d Lineation of theoretical boundarie (Carrigan et al, J 987·: 145). Com equemly. problem 

of man.:ulinity could app·ear in ·onie contexts s uch as men'. apce s to children) and 
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di ,·appear in other · (like level .of men's violenc ) without any compelling ev.idenc or 

logicaJ cons· ten(...y Man member· of the men's right$ mov.ement use ·this framework a a 

political strategy - pro min nr among them member. i · Warren Fmre11, I have applied the 

concept of "movement imelle tual" to Farrell because of his representation as an icon in 

movement disccn.l1"$e and . in1..-e-b -. as one o them t active organizers of rneo' group~ at 

thi. time {Eyerman aud Jameson 1-991°).to 
Warren Farrell argued. that tbe political radicali. mat the early men'~ movement v,/ ' 

inc mpatible with men'~ Hbe ·ati.on. Farrell moved towards a perspe.crjve. that denied the 

existence of patriarchal .. u-ucture ·. His account emphasjzed h.ow men and w:omeo are 

e4LrnJly afflicted by traditional gender·roles, such that women were not any more oppres ed 

as men and were equally oppressive (Clatterbaugh. 199.0: 160:· al! o see Carrigan et aL 

l9X7: ':>nO-). This di ·ors.ive trateg.y was qualitatively different from his earlier profemini r 

iews: 

l.11 medical . chool l • roon,, he ta:k.e · a seat before fifteen pupiL. 'Okay, 
·o as we di cussed last week, until the ·ix:tie ·, women were economically 
·eoure in marriage. As long .as it. was a lifetime arrangement. the ·ystem 
worked, Th(• 11a been tnle in almost every society ... lt wa, not a bad 
sy ·tern .. lt helped ·urvival for thousands of years. The women were getting 
tbe meo who wore the best protectors and hunters and the rnen competed 
for the most beautiful women.' 
A yow1g woman ra:i es her· hand , In ome societies. she tells the teacJJer, 
'the females ct·d the gathe1ing and provided for the offspring. Hunting was a 
minor part of their diet·.' That, Farrell explains was just a 'devjatio11 frorn 
. ex roles.' She tries again: ' o, the point I'm trying to make is, i.n many 
cases 1l wasn't so much that Lhe men wer~ 'the provlders' as that they " e.r 

lO A JTIOVt:llHllll int!!! lectuul 1.- a ki1owltilgeabft: .and easiJy identifiable member of il poruJ.ar oc-iaf 
rnovcmenl rutd ph1ys n key r 1 · in artitolating id ologi ., mm vement disi.;aurse. Unlike h·il!MTdli~-J 
leadership. a movement intellectual do'<: nol c 111man,J direct control, EyetJnan anu Jam oa ( 1991) urgue 
lha1 movement intellectUM d nol cornc to pariicipate in a ·ocial movement wilh a ready made I le a u 
lt:.'l.dcr. Rather, they .rff,_rge wiLhin the context of a . ocial movement. ln a, en e :ocial movcmenL provide (l 

eai.h,e .;pace for fbese actiyl. Lo ~plore new strategies and fru.r:oewor.ks. ln this context, movement 
iJ1tcllectual.s draw on fill cstabli hcd intellectual traditions, but tll~~e. a ppr aches get r~imerprete.d w1rhin th · 
, ob ncrge<l nelw rks. of ~n SMO. Eycrrn:.m and Jameson argoc thar " .... . tl,e ~1ab1i.shed tradi(ion mu:1 
alw-.i:ys he :f!;:interpreted and dapted 1:0 the needs of the ,novem~nt'' ( 1991: 166). In Chapter One l focus · n 
R 11Jert Bly c1s u n11ye.ment intelie<.1mll ot ihe myUJ -poetic mowmem an<l Warren. Farrell us · mowmenc 
imco.Ueclual nf lhc men's rights movernenl. I also id~ntify Michael Kaufman as am ement i11tcllcctual or 
the pro(, mini. t m vemCn4 but do not exantine tlus relationship until Cha.pi-er Fiv~ in my d.i cu"si n f ihi:. 

Wlrik Ribbon Campaign. [ have idtmti:ficJ th~ meo · .moveroljut. intellectuals based on the f, Uowin · 
criterfa: r I) proJifi . staLUs or their names a,,u °ideas m movement discourse~. (2) tjx:f.eo iv.e pa.rticip.ation in 
m 1vemem activiues. (3) Ldgh pr 1lc ar movement cooforences and(~) recognition of their published work 
in mo mcnt discoufl\cs. 
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controlling women'' access to food and land'. Farrell trowM ·lightly. 'That 
would be a pejorativ ir1terpretation,' he tell her and quickly move. th~-
hi ~tory le - on forward to the 1970s aludi, 199·1: 301). 

Ironically. Farrell ( 1974) did not always ·een things- quite thl · way. Tn the se-ventie: 

he i:hampioned. a profe:mirtlst politics aid pubiished his acclai.tued book The Libel'oted Man, 

Heals organized an extensive network of men's groups•:and ent-ourag.ed men to draw on 

femini:-m as a path to e-lf di ·c.ove.ry and fr.~edom:. For in t.ance, 1n 1971 he wrote ·"[al boy 

who i: om raugh1 to fig.ht to display his manhood is p yc.hologically much freer to walk 

away from a poteutial fight" (a.k.t. Faludi, 1992; 3:02). The central messag_e throughout his 

wo ·k at thi · rime wa - thannas ulinity was in question and in n~d of drastic change. 

Farrell' hifting politic: reflected a wider "re-pack~glng" of con etvative 

ideologies in both anada and r11e United State . The men' rights discourse applied the 

femi"ni. t equal rig.hr · framework to argue that a "new sexi m'' had emerge<l (Clatterbaugh. 

1990: lfJ) Rather·tban creating a liberatory model for men aod women. the men' rights. 

act:K,ist~ argued that feminism conuib.uterl to men' '1ictimization. For exatTiple in the ~a 'c 

of men's lat;.k of ac e.'i. to child care, men's right at.:tivist · refused to focu . . on tl1-e 

patriar ha1 , truc:tures that limiled men'. roJes in nurturing, but to tead focused on the 

women'· mo emem as the ource of men's Jack of acc~s to child care. 

The· ri~ in meo' rights politics coincides .._yjrh changes in ferninL t _politics. IJ1 the 

lute 1970' and 1"9 < s. women -In Canada and the United States sought change' in div.or.~ 

legiHlatioo and for more .effective child support 1tgreernems .. Eventually, Canadian laws that 

dert:i,mclect separated couples to wait five year., before clivort:e were.reduced to one year. As 

weU. the women's movement pres. ured th cowt t0 force men to legally pay child 

uppon. Womeirt's demand for legal abortion ~ervices a}, o affe ted me.n' rights p,olith;s, 

Legal abortion services gave men had le~s ontrol over their offspring, regard.le : of 

whether they wanted children or aot. This fa tor challenged the i..:.onservative meanings o · 

"family1' which are cenrral in maintami'ng ocial and political power of some men over 

women and children within :their live. and throughout society. 

However, the larg •effect was the ,nl,;reased legitimation· of feminist politic · in 

rnai nstteam di.!'iCourse . For example, violence toward ' women and wage inequalities were 

identifiable and aGknowledged by more members of S'Ol.-iety, Many men1s rights acti.vists 

felt ur1faMy bhtmed forali the barrier and abuse~ that women face and that the 

vi ti.mizution of men was .not being recognized. Other . reac.:ted to these changes by focusjng 

their anger direcrJy toward · wornen. 



Ttw· ·ltlft in ma culinit poJ.itics was a key moment in the ·ocial history of rhe 

men': movehlenl and the be_ginning of a divergent trend toward neo-:con e1vative and later 

ne ,tge id nfity politics. As the connection to left-wing. aoti-war and profomin1stpolitics 

began to di :olve in popularity throu •bout the l 97Us, support groups which funutioned as 

the-ri:ipy, :el -improvement and re i"ti e (U10ugh not 'ubversive· con ciou e.-:s-rai 'ing 

groups, . panded into the main tream acros: North America (Ca:nigan et u.L 19, 7: I 60· 

Astra.chan. 19 6: 292). During ·thi's decade and into the \981 _s increa&ing numbers of 

men' wnferences oc.: ·urred. ''men's centers'' were establi hed and male publication.­

appeared u J as men\ net'\vark news.letters and books about men,11 These new ·letten: 

and 1 ooks main'ly foi..:u ·e I on men' · llberatioa, r,eactionruy or satirical comm mary, Liberal 

per:pectrve ·, mew age ideas, profeminism1 or acadenuc ·approache . 

The g owth in the need to understand hetero-ma ·culine identity wa · portrayed in 

popular media and men's books as a 1'sponta.neou ups.urge" and revi . al (Caniga,1, onnell 

and Lee. 19~'7: 161 J. Many writers pointed, as many do today, m. ocial ·tacl 'tic · a 

in•dlcarors of men'· need to grow and i.;hao.ge through the movement. For example, higher 

level. of uicide, murder, level ' of druo u e. homelessness divorce and adole · ent b.oys 

iflvo]ved in youth ·rune. Many m n.'s mov~ment activi ts de cribed the:men's movement in 

1 fty term. as an '' volutionary transitlo□:' one 1hat would be p1votal in traosformi.ng 

gender elation {Farrell, Spring, 199235; s·rriechowsk:i September 1991; Kimbrell, 

May/June J-991: 66-67). 

The ellIB.ive perceprion of spontaneity and evolutionary transition culminared in the 

early 1990 · \.vi.tl1 the emergence -0f the mytho-poetic rnen 's muveroent. Heralded b~ 
New w.eek' -- co er, tory in 199L ''Wl1a.t Do M n Really Want Now That They Have a 

Move111ent .of Their Own," which de cribed the men' movement as ", ... dawning the first 

po ·tmodern social movement. meaning one that terns from a de.ep national malai e that 

hardly Q.ri,yone knew ~xisted until they ,,aw it on tt PBS special," the men's movement 

gained ·culrural n.gnificance (Alder, June 24. 19')1: 47).12 

Writers like Farreli. building on ueh per eptions commented that the men's 

l l A meri'.· ccmer is a ffi\!letiqg pince and rn ·ourc center for 01ovcme.nt a tivisls .and participan~. 

12. R ber1 B-ly Md U e m~n·: movcmen.1 re i;i,ve<l r.::!<:t.ensive public auen.tion in l11e US Public. Brciudcasting 
Service I PB ) t.elevi1lio11. special, A Ga(}ierint: ,~f Men. a ninCly rninuto pronJe b.)• Bill M yi:.rs ( J 99 ). The 
image of Lhc rn ytho-poetic men's moveinenl as a ·"postmodern" movement tems from ttie vic:w of meo 
b'TW>pin 'for fabricated and pluralized identities. In tl1e coote:xt of this thesis-men constructing Lhemsclvt:s 
1hrcugli mS7lbO•PIJ~C di~cdurses which draw on 11ivcrse cullumI narratives and tituals. 
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m1:1wmem. i.U be "the longest of all movements" as it "propo an evolutionary hift in 

ne sy:tem itself - - aTI end to 'woman th protected' and 1rnan the protector'" (Farrell, 

S p-ri.ng 1992: 5). 'Farrell dL carding hi:,; previo.us idea, now argued that North American 

men ha e ''.ru ·t r~cently begun to evolve from tage one [a preoccupation with survival] inro 

, ta.ge two la ·earch for eJf-fulfi.11.ment]" 1990; Spring 1992). Robert Bly, whom f 

d crib as tnov.emem intel lectua] in the mytho-poetic movement. agreed thar the men': 

mo eme11t wa. , ti1l in its '11i:nytho-poeti1.,.' infancy" (Queenan, March I 992: 215). 

B the end of the 1970 , it was obviou ' that the men's movement had become 

multf.fruious .011d disw.zijied, a.s three different social and political perspectives competed for 

rec,ognition. The me,i' hberationisrs wok tlie position hat men in general neede.d liberation 

b~cause they\ ·er frequently and unfairly blamed for mo t problem in ·ociety, and that 

then:al basi: of men's oppre~slon wa · the social roles they were expected to maintain. A 
major derivation of tlte men'· li.berhtioni rper pe.ctive. the me:n'~ rights approach, took the 

position that women have real advantages· over men in divorce and c-ustody law . The ·e 

activ i tend d to ignore tati tics w.hich showed hovv few men actually pay alimony and 

child support, yet. they continued to oppo e legi' lation to enforce paym~ot , According to 

t:t:ai.::han·, the liberationls · and the men's rights group· merged. during a national 

orguni.zation meeting ill 19g1 (l-980: 291).' 

A. well the an.ti-sexi t!profemi,ii.st men's per.specti¥e remained :trong, wllich as I 

ha -described~ fir t developed in the late 1960s 'to early 1970 in con.s.ciou ne.,_ s.-ra:.ising 
grau ·s Men adopting Lb.is per ;pective took the pos-ition that a male-dominated ociety i 

debilitating and dangerous to both women and men.14 FmaUy, the new agy?,/ elf-help 

perspectives (which rn.clude. the mytlw-po•etic, the recovery and other new age perspecti\1es) 

have ta.ken fonn more recenlly, L5111ese three movemen~, men'· rights/men's liberation. 

U A'l1J1uugll cfiffr:.rc:.n.c,es · · L. !lie AmeriC;M and Camroian men's tiglus/libcrationists. arc strongly ;Jig_ued. 
Mer111Jer5 in t,blh countries regular} exchange· ideM through conferences and the Internet. Also,, 0 1-ot:: 

SMOs hnvt' uevelope,d limier 1ue . ;JJO.e banner in both owitrie.s. 

I The ~merge nee of Uwse three movements. is, fecognized by Astmchan, wbo cate~{oriz-ed three faotions a:i 
1h~ "no guilL wmg, rt the '\livo.rced refonner · ,'' a.od ''the llrofomini:1$'' ( 1986; 291 ). 

15 In au~rnpling to undennml U1e vari us (coutcmpo-rary) groop· traja..1:ories or branches of the.me.n's 

mov~m. nl~ Cbt1.erba:i.1gf1' Contemporary Per <?ctives rrf'J Masrofini1y _(1990) is useful. providing an 
exccUeol.. well-halun~ed surve._y of six po tlcal per peaives: the conservative. the profemini, L Lhe 111~n's 
ngn . the spmLU,'lJ. the St)ci.a.list. and l11e grour-svecilic perspectives. Each perspective i examined 
· parc1 l : lheoret.ica:lly and. where applic, ble. as a social movement. 
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anti~sexi. ti profemini ·r <.1nd new ageJ-·elf help perspective ·~ continued to grow in the 1990s, 

with the mytho-poetic profemi11ist and men'-s rights being the mo t p.tomment. t6 

Until recently. few peopl had heard anything a.bout rhese movements and some 

.question wh ther there is any men' mov~ment at all Astrachan. 1986: 290.- 422; CarrigmJ 

et ·ti. 1987: 16(l 162, 164~ Queenao,Marcb 1992). Some.commentators beJievemenare 

br·ak:ing with "the 1tough gl1y' tradition' and 1'r.om1ng forward to speak of loneline,..;s, 

a:lien.nion a n~ of emptiness and frustratlon1 and a de ire to bange the meanin of 

ma culinity'' (Snlecho ki, September 1991) Other argue that the men'· movern.eut i , in 

d1e nal ruw1y "i a project oeotering- on rene.wing. hegemonic hetero, exual tn3$J..,-Ulinity 

(Carri~ao etaL 19 · 7; 163 ) .. till other writer pointto lu rative economic .opp rtunities: 

tlThe problem is that the men'' movement isn't .a movement: it' a husi.ne.ss. 
M :n'. group facilitators· advertise thousands of workshops every 111011th in 
San Francisco aton·e - among them Tantric masturbation workshop . 
alchemical hypaotherapy fea · and week-long i11terpretive 'essions for 'the 
dream, of pregnant men'. The helf of Meo' Book-.; at my bookstore is 
twice a long as it was last year, You can be a feminist man or anti-fem.in:ist 
a New Age man orJ>. 'degendered.fellow';.Action Man or Mytho-Poetic. 
·some men lhink men are. a.bout to ta:ke a huge ·evolutionary step forward and 
become nei ther men nor women., ... (Brown I. : January 3.1. I 9·94: 46) . 

Many ·emini 'are critical oft.he profeminist. men's righ aod mytho-poetic 

movements. :'hey are skeptical about claims made by ea<.:h movement. that they 

eompler11ent the women'" mo emeor (Bly, 1990: x· Farrell Spring, I 992:35). Other 

feruini argue thut ::.1.1ch claims l:annot simply be accepted at faQe value. At _ ue is how 

member interpret the me ·. ·· ges of the activ.ist · and movement intellectuals. what the 

everyday effects we for women, and how the .e political per pective~ are being tel,;eived in 

main tream culture (Ruether~ 1992: 13-15. Adair._ 1992.: 56-58, Brown. L., 1992: "93-97), 

In summary, lr · · ~rucial to understand the ocial-his.torical changes tbtit hu\/e 

rrr. ti.gnted the formaticm .of these "tH.:ia l movetnen.rs. That three politically diver e 

movement. have surfaced. uggest. that the meanings of rnasculrnity articulated in 

f> Th~rt.: do nppeitr w be:rll[f,•rct)t •· betw ·en th1: Canadian and American men's moyeme.(lL,;. Several 
member· t"lf tb Canadian rnyt.ho-po.etic movement I.lave connected a Cuuuli-an .identity · "peaoe m,1 er" 
wHh geoder idenLities of armdian men, A,:n rican profeminist, MicJ1ae1 Kimmel has argued 111111 1J1e 
C.'\nadian profomini:t movement i much m 1re organized and popular than in llr U.S. :He- cited the Whih: 
Rfohori Crunpaign ~L'- an c~ample of how Canadian profomin.i rshaveaff~teJ symb lie change on a 
nutfoual level, N I discn ·s in Chapter Four the White Ribbon Campaign \YO organized by Men rs Ne1work 
for Change lo heighti:n ·1w;1reness of meo"S violence.). 
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patriarchal ideology are t.u'l&rable and do not unify all men. ln the following 

mov.emem-~re ific Wlaly;·is, l e amine the· m tho-poetic movement in more detail thau .rhe 

profeminist and men's lights org nfaations becau ·e of rhe lack of attention given thu. far. 

The Prof mini st Mo emen t 
The pr feminist movem~m developed in the laru 1960s with member hip intere. ted 

in femini ·t though! and practice. TI1e ·e men gathered in groups to d' cuss per. onal and 

political is•:ru related to gender and sexuality, but also focuse.d on race, cla.'s and ·peace 

i...-:, u. s. Often they identified with feminlsm becau e. of a femini :t compm1io11 or" expo ur.e in 

a1::adernic c ctrexts. 1ernbers artlcuJat.ed ~ de.-ire to sustain a criti ·al and strategi:cally 

planned agenda i1 order to change. the oppre .1ve practi es of m~n and patriarchal 

·tructure . 

Prof eminist SM Os are typically ympatbe_ri1.:: to the feminist critique of patriarchal 

power and trnctnres of 'Ubordin.ation in so iety. Common acros these organizations JS 

the re~oguition that tm:n are not born. with power or 'the ability ta dominate, but tha~ 

dornination ls uctivated through hurnan. agen y - through ocialization and life experience· 

in a patriarchal 'oci'ery. Profemini t organizations reflect an optin:usro that men can ·_upport 

e.a: h otl er 1n rethinking and changing their live, and in the proce ·s to critically evaluate the 

so.ciaJ structures of society. Som . member· struggle to link theper,sonal, emotional and 

spiritual. growth of m~n with the. odal and politi'caJ transformation of o i.ety, Profemin.i 1 

group: generallyreje t a "heterosexuality-is~natura'I'' narrative and are gay ufilrmative. 

Many gay and bi. exual meu·acknowledge that tlieyfind ·upport in the profemin.i.sr 

movement be.cau ·e the profeminist consciousness-rai.lilng group actively challenge 

heter sexis1 . 

From it ' inception, the members f the profem:ini.s.tmove.ment were obliged to 

examine specific i ·. ue- in order to mainrain their arnance with women ' movernenr. 

traregie:. Fir. t, they had to set :out an ag_enda that would connect rea~ nnabl y well wj t11 

Feminist objectivex. Giveo the pluralism apparent in the vari'ou traditions of feminism, it ~ 

not surpri. ing the profeminist gi-oup·s diverged along different trajecrorics. the rnain 

·01;::, i~ting tradition ' being liberal soci'ali t and radical profeminism.l7 

17 I! is s'igniJic,w1 1u n 1te (hat radical tirofetruni ·rn aod.mdi.cal.fem1nism are d1 w,cr perspectives. Railical 
fominis11> '' ... tmpha.siz lbc, power lhal women ·aJieaJy have tn Urem.se vt5 and the need for mental 
1runsfonualion 1lht would fr e women to a.cc Powerfully '' rhcy ,.mderstand this power, "nm ID I e u.s 'd La 
'-'OJ:erlllrl a ltievc in th male world, I lll rath~ to i:eject tllal :vorld completely" (Ferr.e and He , l9R5: 42). 
f n c ,ntn l. mdkl\l proferninj.- are m line with the. other 1>roferninisr factioos who rejec.( separatism and 



The rntti<.:al tradition frame~ the op re sivenature of men in ab oluti t terms. 

Radical profemi.ni 'ts argue that all me11 have tl1e .same aoce. to the ocial and politi al 

power to dominate women. TJ1e socialist.approacb daims that meri in.tere. ted in clrnnge 

must c:ba:Jle11ge opp re· ive ~trncture in. luding: those of gender, but ex.tend their poli ti~. to 

include other social relations of inequality. oppress·on and violence. For example, the 

socialist profeminb encouraged other men to take a firm tand .on women' bnJes a· well 

as tho ~ of ra e. cla -5 and sexuality, The liberal tradition is more broadly focused und sets 

uil people as 1ndi idua.ls whhh1 an ex.pans1ve set of social rel, rions. According to tJ1e liberal 

tradition, men and women are mutually involved in patriarchy. People are ·_01.,ialized 

through the ·culturuJ -code which eocolI[age them to oonfonn to pecifi sex r le 
. tereotype~. Liberal feminis s bave focused on freeing men and women from narrow ·e 

rol thatmulntain d1e dichotomie, of the sex,..gender y tern. 

Three of the most widely known profeminist organizatimlc are: Men.'s Net\Y.ork for 

Chan~e u1 Canada, the National Organization of Men Agmnst SexTh"'Ol in the United States 

and AcbiU Heel an influential magazine of. exual politics i1.1 Great Britai.o. ln Canada. 

1\-1:NC began in April of 198"9 and quickly gained national recognition through the W·hi 

Ribbon Car'np4ign. Approximately thirty five rnen from Quebec and Ontario met to 

formul"te certain organizational policy and prioritie. (Young, B. , 1993: 323). l11e work of 

1NC ha· included publi ·hing Men's Net1,..iork News, a range of symbolic ttategies. 

ta ·kforces nnd supporting chapter: across Canada. Michael Kaufman is a movement 

im Uecrual of .the MNC.l8 Kaufman. is identified a , the founder of the White Ribbon 

Carupmgn against men's iolence, has produced writings that are well established a.:-­

profemini. t perpe tive (Dunlop-Addley. 1993: ·10). 

lo the late 1970s and early 198 :, profem:inislmembers in the Unlterl State · begun 

organizing aod planning national conferenc · (e.g .. Men and Masculinity Conference) to 

-qo ti_un tr,en·.- "disproporti nat.e. ccononnc. political litld snciaJ .vower over women'' (Men\ Nerwock r r 
Change. Spring 1992: 16). Radical profomin:ists teod to agree that men need l rethink their lives as men in 
order u rt.-evaluare our society. :Unlike I.he. other profeminislS. the radic-al profeminists al! o a tiv:t 
d.iscour · 1hm.c nxtrl)d al l rnt)n as opnrc:·;or despite raciaJ, sexual, or class dill"¢rnnce · that may"Jio1i·1 u,· 
,create dif1'erenlial acces.,; lO oppres ive powe1. Fnr exartrph::, th~ru are olaim. tlltn aJ1 men are rapisL<: or all 
men pn1cLicc vi lem.--c over women. 

11' Since ichaeJ Knufm:vi it amcmher o(M~n'· erwork for Chan.ge. which I examim:. in tn rn dc1L1u i1r 
C!Japter F or and Five. I have kepi niy di:sc crssion of bis poli1ks ~nd position as a moven,em ime,llecructl 
10 rniniJntJtn h~re. {r1 c ntras:L I more cfosely explore Wan-en Fan-ell and Roberr Bly as mbvcment 
intcllec1uafr in this c:.hapter ~cause l11ey are nor members of !he SMO.- T di ·cuss in cbe L1ter • haptt'!f!>. 
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di c ' the po.llti al topics of exisin .. men's v·olence, etc. and per onal growth i sue· 

(Clatterbuogh, 199· : :39 and A: ·trac.han~ l 986: 293). The conference included meeting hell 

by the. National Organizarion of Changing Men to develop re, olutious and ta k ·ore~.· n 

,pc: ifli; issue._ Finall , Achilles Heel was published in Great Britain in 1978 by a 

"collective" f proferrrinist me-n dedicated to the fetninist critique. of p.atriarohy Seidler. 

[992). These organizati_o~ forn1 a major:pa.rt of the pl'Ofeminist movement and have 

·u t.ained a criti al u.mtly i of power relations and an on-going critique ·ofth men's tights 

a d m. tho-poetic movements. 

Men'' Rigbt's Movement 

The men's tigh perspective emerged in the 1970s w1der the banner of men'-· 

liberation, Membt:: argued thai ruen are .·ubject to extensive, yet inap~quarely ad.clres~ed 

legal. socjal and p ·ycho"logicaJ inju ' tice , The movement has incorporated . ome membeJs 

who were imt'a.Uy profeLTti.ni t'i. Warren Farrell for example, is con. idered a founde1--of 

the liberal proft:minist movement (Clatterbaugh, 1992: 64}. Farrell now sits on the board of 

an orgaruzation called Men' Rights lncorp_orated and Father ' IQghts and Ex-change 

EquaLiry (F.R.E.E. Men). Members take the p sition that they are defending the right · of 

all rne:n or'all people. even thm1_gh this clearly is not the ca e in men'. right texts that 

alienate many men and women. FREE men argues lbat there are many groups·. upporting 

Lhe tigh 'o :ingle mother ·. but few group peaking up for single fathers. Members 

believe that sue.h 1,;hange· are. a recent problem: " .. ,, soc iety has cotne to not only overlook 

the problems of ·ingle faU1ers, but to vi :w father as the root of all evils ·visited upon the 

single moth r'' (FREE Home Page~ Internet, August 31, 1995). 

Members of d1e men' · rights (and father' rights) movement- which include• both 

men and women lJl many SMO - are ·trongly aJigned with p.op.ular conservative politic. 

·and anti-femini-t movementli. Eviden e fur these connections can be found in movement 

literature ,LTgjng support for the. pr ervalion of family values pro-life, R.E.A.L. women. 

Member · of the men's rights movement are adamant that men ate n_ot privileged in . ociet:y 

i:tnd that gender inequality ba ed on patriarchy no. longer exists. Members point to legal 

: ystems that privilege womeu through: higher male conviction rate , longer male 

senteJ1cing and rnurtroom bias in favour of women .. For example, they argue that men are 

le.~s Likely to r .ceive fair ju ti1.=e in ases of . exuaJ as ·ault, child Clliifody and div.orce. 

Members oflhe men'· right~ and the profemini• t.moveme111s· trongly oppo ·e one 

anoU1er' · per. pecti e · and trategies. Some men1s rights members are intem 011 providing 
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"e iden~e" to exp e the women's moveTTient as misidentifying men a: privUeg,ed members 

of ociety, while others iden · ·y feminism and the women's movement a~ the cenrral axjs 

that vilifie~· and attacks. men. As one activist argues; 

To 1embers of MERGE. however, a massive incongruity js r . realed in the 
public scorn and Jegal pro ·ecutlon of tl1e likes o Keegstru [cha.rg_ed und f 
Canada' · hate law for tea rung that the. Haulocaust did not oc url and_. 
For the claims of the former. at leasL are far Jess twisted and viciollli than 
those made by the extremi · : i.n the feminist movement. The.y are even 1 s 
e treme than tho e made on a daily basis by· sexist femini closer· to the 
main rream .. -.A classic exantple of th.i kinq of gronp blame fa the orgy of 
anti-male hutted that followed Marc Lepine'-s mas acre of fourteen y0ung 
w men in Montreal. To minds primed by year~ ofprQpaganda. that 
psychotic act wa,s different :only in degree from the evil way men 111 general 
n-eat '\NOrtien in general (Christensen, Summer 1992: 7). 

In a similar discnr ·ive move wh.i h l 1ater explore, profeminist activist'i· are 

portrayed a weak rt:ieIJ, duped by dornirrating worneo. Further, many members of the 

meo': rights ·movement see patriarchy as a code word fOT "male di po-ability," The 

metapho · o "maJe dispo ·ability'' means rhe privilege rnen are purported.to mtjoy are by 

far displaced by the :ac(ifice they make u1 the wor force., during war time and as 

prpvider~. Men's rights organizations like: t.be Mov.ementfor the EstabliMhmenl of Real 

G~nder Equality (MERGE) proclaim themseJve, as the true anti-sexist mov~mtnt. 

The Mytl10-Poetic Movement 

The mytho-poetic movement grew out of the earlier perspective an·d i : probably th" 

mo t well known publicly a" "the men'. movement.'1 T~e moven1ent i ' clo ely identified 

with ne · :re 'e11. ibiUti and -pirituality (Harding 1992: Clay 1991: and Snie how -ki . ..,......- -
19g I )', lt foi..:u on the inner wm:k 'Of men' on, iou · and un on ciou. mincb in an 

attempt to "cil' cover paths to mature ma culinity'1 (Goldman, May/June 199 l; 51 ) .. 

Tbe myi.ho-poetic perspective i · partly based on Carl Jung's theorization of the 

deep p-yche and bas a trong voice In th_ works of poet Robert Bly? mythologist Rqben 

1oare, storyteller and drummer Michael Meade and therapj;;_r)oho Rowan- each of 

wbom., to a greater or· le ser extent, are the movement intellectuals of tl1e movemeot. _arl 

J n t.heoriz~jhat_!lle. t?egip_!heir liv a wh.oJe _be1n°s and 'that tlli. en ·e of wholenes · 

i roded through 1ounding,_ Jun a · ued that. "if men rob.e the aI(;hetypes buried ln 

their uncon dou . th~y .wIILbeaofe to _heal the. e wooods and r~ore the~cl~---; a ·tate - - - --- - - - - - --: - .. - -
of wlwleness and psycho~pLritual health" . Clatte.rbaugh1 1990; 86}. 
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Partially through th _ interpretive u of poetry ·and myth, member · claim they a.re 

able to del e imo the deeper·. uue, that exi t for them. A foundi11g convicti not th· 

mytho-poeth; moveme-nt is U1at the meanings of hetero ·exual masvulinity are· derived from 

deep uncon L'ioul patterns and archetype . Member: claim that Lhe e. ar ·hetype · are be · t 

reve-aled tbrough the interpretation ot narr~tive ·, myths and rituals. 

S me member · of the mytho-po•etic movement have. tapped into the problem o" 

gender rol s- ttrticu.lared in .the early men's movement ai part of a men': righ -.:rgenda. 

A one member of [MN commen s: 

M~.rr mu· J hav the eourage to take the privilege. of engaging io a thorough 
analysis oflhe underlying ocial mechanism which lead to male. gender 
tereotyping. We must proceed in this task according ta our own 

pen:eptious. and exp rieo.ces ·ac;; men. n·o.t using femini t criteria and _ 
proclamation. as ben hmarks against which to gauge the correctne s of .our 
critique . We mu t be prepared to publicly proclaim and ·trive to redres · the 
adver e effe ts of genderi m [ sexism] on men' liv~s (Halling,. vVinter 
1990: 20), 

Other membtr · challenge patriarchy and lietero ·e.x.i ·m, and advocate a more 

_profemfoi t agend . F~ exain .le., i.n_ e fo□owing narrative, a member of !MN aualyz 

1na:t u1 injty, t:h.rnugh a model o ' power: 

E ·sential LO th -widersttmdiug of the problems we face persorraily and 
sociaUy i lhe concept of patriarchy.~ We may want to h.y away from 
feminist critique. However. an appreciatlon of a global imbalance of who 
holds power .cll'ld privil~ge, and who bears costs. is c.mcial. Without uuch an 
analy h , we are likely to be naive about what our mo ement is wilJ1ng and 
able to counteract (Teixeira~ Summer 1991: 7 . 

The myrl10-poehc mov.emen.t hai;; focu· ed pritnacily on issues of ~elf healing, 

fhrougb 1itual. ~torytelling, drurruning1 dance., shar d work and the. study of mythol_ogy •. in 

order to confront fear· of being u, emotionally open contexts with me11. Member u~e 

rnentorship, sharing e, peri nee, and wLdom a ways of ga.i.n.ing emotiom] ·upport, and 

probkrt1-solvii1g. However. :a. the above narrarjves would indi ate, member are not 

unified on hO\ they under tand their gender identities, problems ru1d oluti ns for 

tran · ·oro'liu_g the :elve or society. Movement discoUJ'. ·es enable diver e per p·eccive to b:e 

•atticulated be au:e of the empha:i: m~mbers hav placed on· a , trategy of pmce.ss. As one 

member pain out, " ... the ffi) ho;poetic men1s movement tries to activate the emotional 
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being of men" (Ogih1'e Winter 1990: 18 . interestingly. this trategy pay: h'om~rge to 

-vinually alJ per ;pee 've · re_gardle ·, of poH tical content bee au e each get repackaged an 

emotional and spirilual process from "within.'' Con:sequentlY~ mytb.o-poeti members 

de n their appro · ch : . · qualitatively different from the strategies of the p.rofemini and 

111en' .. rights pe.fuipectives, sinee the-t:; latter movements are metapborically lonking 

"outwurd "-at leru t in the eyes of the mytho-poetic members. 

Mytbo-poetlc SMO ax . lo<rely and informally connected through various :ocial 

network\ so.ch a . uew letters. drop-in groops. men's center . •· pecial gatherings (e.,g., 

dinners~ eqainox _gathering and commun1~-oriented group projects), work ·hop • retrnat::; 

and bm::>k"~about-men (Hu-he 1991 :l ~ Most often, members meet in srna'.11 uppon groups 

□ ·ually between 6~ 10 men (Bushe, i99.1). The groups are 'O~en leaderle . altho.o..gh l:erta.iri 

individuals teud t0 bave more influence in d~ci.sion-m~g, For example, long-time 

metnber , usse:rtive individoals-and inembef~ who on istently contribute much needed 

resource-~ such · money or labour time . tend to be more influential. 

M~ch 'Of whar these n;ien do ln rheu· group and at gatber.ing.s focu e on pernonal 

empowerment and on gaiaiog (Ontrol over their own individual and collective " xuaJ and 

gender identitie:. •nm participants are actively making meanings and takin~ pleasures from 

tl1eir ·ocial experiences. in opposition tc, hegemonic patriarchal sensibilitie of how Jt is to 

be a mao.19 Thes discursive moves can have pos1tiv.e and ne.gative effe.ct l.n ceruis 'Of 

tra.nsfomu.og heternsexual ma.sculinitie: in oilier everyday contexts (e.g., in everyday 

relationi:;hlp:- with woJueo intifnate n~latioostrip ', fii.endsh.ip I varioµ.s faniiJy relationships 

~n.d o on)'. 

Por examplet many men claim ihat the u of drumming and dance connects their 

mind and ·pi rit with '' .. .their bod les and b1ing,[s] to the ·urfoce suppressed s1 ame, an get, 

abandonment. lo s w1d grief' (Goldman~ May/Jun~ 1991·: 51). Through clrwruning 

practitioners :ay that they .are able to break down m~ny of the inhibitions tha.t prevem tbem 

from expre: sing them"~lvcs: ·w~re •ru:e 'pleasure created in the rhythm, the· beat and die 

:om1d of the drum:. which also seem to produce a protective and safe ocial pace (Alder. 

L 9 aJued fu~gcmoni.c:) eidbilitie f heter s x.ual masculinity (e.g. in popular cw course~ and nru-ralives) 
c n Cruet hetero-mru culiuiry as having: confidence in rea. .. 0111 rruimrn.lity, and objective knowledge. l11ese 
:;e1,sibililie. are given priority over feeling am]. emotion. ln.tbetvtiryday expression.nfmascolinity. i1 reul 
rn:111 · · expected to be hard ~orking, personal! discipunt!d ;111d r~--por iole fot him elf ,md his famil •. A 
man It; ii ptann~r and 11 goal driven ,achiever. Masculinity through this dominant script ~ch~ in :good 
fai(h. fN' ibjectiw tCuth and e:itpect . 111ar 1his will yfoltl result •. Tt is a societal given, ·or .an unwritten ruk 
thac a ''nonna.1'' rr'IM •is hcrel'o e-11u::u, 
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June 24. l 991 ). l observed through my participation in rnyt.ho-poetic groups that many 

members ·claim they ouJd cotnmunicar:e by leading a.particular beat, then cbat1!_;.ring that be£Jt 

as ano:U1er took it up. Many participauts de •cribed it s a unifying: and celebratory rituru . 

.Similarly, by meeting in · nall groups. many find that in "bondin_g with other men. they 

fo:arn to . peak. their own truth and to speak tbelr own vulnerabilities and concern " 

(Goldman May/June 1991: 51 ). 

Members often argue tfou rnain•sttearn media have not pre ented a very accurat~ 

picture of their a0.tivitie1, (Hardi'ng 1992: x.vii and Goldman, May/Jon 199 I: 49), Media 

d i1-cour~e on tbe movement reflect a degree ·of oistortioo, and hru · a sar:ca tic undercut rent 

when disc ·ing what the members are d ing and why. Form· tan~e, melllbers are 
lJO u-aye<l as pathetic. weak and in: ecure men, wbich .suggest · th.at theiJ a th itie,s d.o cul 

(fgr.J.inst hegemo11it..: ensihWrie oj how normal ,nasculinity is express d. Paradoxically. 

lllan.y mytho-poeti membe : them. elve · idtmtify mainsn·eam meJ1 a ·oft ·aod una · erfive, 

s well a: dominating and macho; 

Robert Ely's book.Iron John . on lhe best seller's· li.:t for .at lea. t two ye r, had a 

major m1paot on member of the myt:ho-poeric movemenl A torrent of book followed 

Bly' · pubfo.:ation as authors and publi:bers tried to emulate hi succes~. Bly argue;-; thnt in 

the last three decad .' oftbe women'· movement men have responded by becoming n:iore 

recepbve. ·ensitive cooperative and c.aring. Yet, in the process men have a.J ·o become 
empty and unsure of who they really are a: men. A. Bly rec.o.un ; 

1 fust learned about the angui ·h of 'soft' men beo they told their ,.tories in 
early men's gatherings. [n 19801 the Lama Community in. ew Mexico 
a ·ked n,e to teach a conference for men only, their fir t. io whi h abt1ut 
forty rneo particip•ated. Each day we onceo.trated on one Greek god and one 
old tory, and then late in the afternoon we gathered to talk, When the 
younger men ;poke it was not w1common ror them to be weeping with.in 
five minutes. The amount of grief and anguish in the e younger men ,w 
a to.n.nding to me,~ 
Part of their grief rose out of remotene. ;s from their fathers, which they felt 
keenly, but partly, too, grief flowed from trouble 111 their marriages or 
relation ·hip . They had learned to be receptive. butreceptivity was,ft 
enough to carry thei.r man-ia_ges 1hro~gh in troubled times (B1y. 1990: 4-5). 

Bly tapped lnlo a forge· unexplored area of our society and ClLltural space~ 

heter exual 11100\ .emotional puin u.nd am,.ie,ty, fear and in. ecurity aboutwho they really 

·are tnen. The opportunity to explore gender identity as a process of ~elf-awaren.es.. wa. 

de ·ired by many hetero:e.xual men. The ability to' create a place-for these men to .expre. · 



their emotion i a key to Ule pnpu.lar su ·ce s of the 1 ytho-·poetic movemeot The 

f Uowing ace unt of one member of the IMN exempli:fie, thi-s pofot. 

l:Jtitially, I wa. lUleasy about Robert Bly re iring poetry to illustrate or 
amplify ·ome point he- had made . .. . I began to Ii. ten, to hear, to e · amine 
the po -~ ibiliry tbat perhaps they were th~ same concerns that l deba 111 th 
privacy of my mind ~Being i11 the company of so many men wa 
frightening. I had ·to uppres the fear. I foond chairs al the edge of the­
gatherh1g ru1d . at witl1 my le0 s cro~sed and my a.rrru; sightly entwined acros 
m che. . .t. I took notes in quk:k, urgent scrawls, using the noteb ok t 
&h.ield me fron:i the feelings that kept wellirtg up. But as J heard ·ome of the 
other men speak, I began to ·realize that mo -t of llS ;vere afraid ... afraid of 
eacb other (Raman. Fall 199"1: 6)~ 

Tiito:ughout Lhe book B1y tells a story based onIJ-011 ./oJzn written by the. Grimm 

B ·oth r: in 1820. The theme of the. story are under tood a thousand. of year old (Bly: 

1990: 239).. The. -rory describes a boy's difficult journey involving the di co.very or a large 

hairy ,:re.atu.r.e at the bdrtom of a pond. The creature known as the wtldrnan is both 

int:Iiguing «Ild frightening to the yooth, A ense of initiation and tran, formation occurs as 

the· boy becomes a man. Bly uses the story metaphorically to interpret roa oul.i.ne identity 

and spjrituality; with it deep roots, honor and initiation proce ·. 

A tension emerges 1n the work between a fixed identity, so. n1uch apart of the. 

patriarchal meaning· of ma ·culinity, and plurali tic interprel11.tion of the identit)' and 

cultural context. Spet.:ifi.c.:ally, Bly trie · to destabilize th linear order of the initiation proce .. ~ 

(of manhood) in tJ1e Iron John story. He argues that the tages to manhood ·an oc<:ur·in 

any order and fo a. circular :ens. ·inc~ what coru ri.ru.te,. ma qili.ne identity i: in terpretecl 

over the li e cour ;e. with ever greater file e perien·ce (Bly, 1990: 233)_ He-also claims that 

gender idemiry exist· in people n.ot in the duality of ma~·culine and feminine but in " ... all 

. orn of degrees .. intennediate ·tates. union. co111,binatio s, . pecial ca.,es, geniu. 

ext:eption, . :and . o on" (Bly 1990: 236). B1y argues lhat 11aruing esse.utiuhst quail ties of 

i:ntn and wor:nen, (e.g .• men are· srro□g, ~onfid.eur and dominatiJ1g, women are passive. 

geul.le and caring) i a problem be. ause it plat.:e p.eople into ''boxes'' (1990; 234-235), 

De-·pite this break with linearity and tl,e use. of tory and myth, with multiple 

interpretation of l'.Ulture, he mov tb maintain an essentialist image of gender ldentity.. He 

does this by emphasizing biological differences as social fac ·. A Bly descdbe : 

Geneticists have. cu. covered recently that the genetic diffeterwe in DNA 
between meJ"1 and women amounts to just over three percent. That i ·n't 
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mu~h. However the difference eJcists in every cell of the body. We know 
thar.many contemporary meo have become ashamed of their three p~rcen.t. 
So.me feel . hame .ove · the hi. torical past over oppre. :sive patria.re_Ju~ ~ 
i.11sane war , rigiditie long impo ed. Othe1· men who have ee11 their fathers 
fail lo be trut tO the; ma culioe an lit T valu~s don1t want to be men. Bur they 
are,. T think that for tbis ce11tury and thi moment rt L important to ernpba ize 
the three percent difference• ijun makes a person masculine. while uot Jo;-;iug 
·ight of the ninety- ·even.percent that rnen and wmue.n have in common 
( 199 : 2 4). 

Bly' empha~~'\ on this three. percent differen :e in determining: gender i siga:ifican~. --Througt out hi · book.i ,1 clear picrur emerges abou the differences that exist be.tween men 

and wome.n .. For example, men ure decision-makers and mentor wher as women are 

nurture unwillit1g to allow lheinnale ohildreo to become men, 

The foterpretation of bi'ological facts as dete11nining gender has a lengthy bi rory i.ri 

-cientific 1 i:course ,· ~typically· ·mall biologkaJ difference are used to acco.unt for 

o.c-ia:lly constructed differences 111 geodei:. l11e l~dy ha· been· used us a basis for the 

meanings of male and ~ male., man and woman sine~ lhe Late seve.nteenth and eighteen 

century. Thoma Laque,ur pre~ent:· convindng historical evidence that simple 

documentation of' brologkal differences - between male and female - were applied. to 

al.·coum.far drffe enc.e in social :tatus (Laqueur, 1990: 154-163). 

The argument that Bly is relying oo:is no.t DNA .evidence- lhat is the tnith or 

fal.·ity of the ·1,;ientific evidem.:e - but on the interpretive strategy h.·elf. The imeresting 

qoestiou · · hpw th' grounding in gender diftereo.ces a a biologit.:al quality res nate · ,.vitb 

members. of ~he rnytho~poetic m veme11 · that is how is this subjective int:e.rpretatior) 

fnuned in relation to mobilization strategies of MOs. This is a que poo that 1 explore in 

lhe Chapter · to follow, 

F mini t critic · have rai ed concerns about Bly' politic and o the mytho-paetic 

rnovement as a whole. Suzanne a ·orclon, author of Priso11,ers of M 1tz's Dr'OJ'J.IS: Sn•ikit~g 

Oucfor a N(;!Vl1 Feminist FuuJre, .. argue that., while Bly ins.i ·t · that he i neitheI anti-wom.un 

,rnr anti-fem.ini t. hi book actually contradicts his claim (September 13 J.991: A3). Tn 

particular, she point · out that there are few po"iJiye image of women portrayed in• the 

book. Bly irnp1j itly suggests· that '1twentieih centw1' women are trying to turn their [overl-1 

and colleagues into oft, ineffectual wimp ... " His elution is for a "positive patriarchy" 

bl'l-;ed ou ''the niDeteerHh century father who was revered ,md·respected" (Gordon 

S pternber 13. 199 L A5). 

Other critie · agree that the n-eauneot of w.ornen in the Iron·.! ohn tory rai e. many 
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qUcstions. ln ;-pite o his daim that wome11 don t 1~y to block men's growth., he go : ao to 

say that fr nini. t omen and mothers do not create the needed opportunitfo for rnen or 

boy to ,concac.:t their "shadow selve.s·.1 that i .. their true essence as men. As evic.fence he 

poin. to women chool teachers who teach alue~ wbi~h demean rhe father, to mother~ 

who find iru;tin ~mal mas1;uline trait<. to be fault - and lie to their son about 'the.it fathers c1nd 

to mother ho cannot rai. e sons becarn;e they have a feminine, aud ther~fore li.JJ1iting and 

negative vi w of ma cul:inity (Clarrerbaugh [quoti,ng Bly], 1990: 99). 

Finally. the mYtho-poetic movement L often cnti<.:.ized for marginalizing the 

concern of gay and bi exual men. Many of the concerns of gay and bi e.xual men are 

:ilenced m:akinb many of their i.denrjti.es invisible. Critics contend that despite the fact that 

mytbo-poetic lheraturi: claims to remake masculine identitles lhe institution of 

heterosexuality ·s not op nly challenged Kin~man, 19 7: 103). One man describes hi s 

pe1 "·pective on the mytho-poetic movement and "it literature in thi way: 

A· a gay man _ . , J had ·u~ picion about the he.tero entrist bia · of thi 
work. lt told ·me that my gayness exi fed '1io addition to" rny masculinity 
wherea I found that it colored my entire expenence of manhood., l 
di.·trusted a llterature which claimed that gay men. were ju t.like heterosexuuJ 
men except for what they did ln bed (Kinsrt1an. 1 87; 103)-

The preface to Iron John specifically points ou.t that, while the text is orient.ed t-0 

heterosexnaJ men it doe · not exclude homo e~'Ual men (Bly, 1990: x . Bly argu~ that 

"rnythoJogy does n..ot make a bi_g di tioction between homo exuaJ and herero ·ex.ua.1 ineo" 

( l 990: ~l. Ac1.;orcling to many gay and bi:e:mal men participating in the mytho-p.oetk 

movementi the· ide.a, imply that gay men can onl-y be part of the "community of men" by 

p1·r,re.n linR they are strai!!}zt. Another participant' experi~Ot;e _uppo th.i&. a· he ex-plain : 

J dedd d three )1ears ag.o to attend a day-long men'· workshop .. ln paying 
f.he $250 fee. my u:sumption was ver.y much like Bly's: since I as part o-f 
the "larger community of men'\ wouldn.'t my fears and anxieties be simiuu· 
to those of rny ;n-aight "brother I<? Dumb question. In tead of ·haring. new 
wi -dam about how men c.;an relate to one another, J w • taunted with words 
like "faggot". "queer"~ and "wimp" (Gawthorp: January 1992: D13). 

The _my.tho-poetic. mo 1emerit claims to accept gay and bisex:ual men within their 

ranks. yet it i obviou · that there are significant barrier: to the full partfojpation of these, 

men. Ho ever1 unlike tb.e men'· rights movement which makes a direct claim U1aiiti · 

naturnJ for rr.ien I.O be hetero exoaL th rnytho-poetic movement nie - ro decentel' the 
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criticism of het.ero exi:m, by focusing more broadly on personal awarene~ of mascuJinity 

as unifying. all men. Tbe ·ignificanoe of this symbolic trategy i that it creates an 

opportunity for mobilization based on the perceived (essentiali~tic) commonaltie that all 

men share. il.'- ppo. eel to Lbose that differentiate them. 

In :rnnma.ry the·n,ytho-poetic, men' rights and-profominist movemen · raise many 

intere. ting c u~ tions. u· the men' · tno~ement is not unified on the question of ma culine 

jdenti . , as ·u1e divergent , ocial-hi torical development would. uggest l10w is patri r bal 

ideology interpreted within SMO ? And, how ar~ the ideological meanings of 

h ter ~masculirri a1ti.c.."Ulated in terms of ideot.ity oK subjectivity? To answer·1:he e 

qut~i.;tion I nave brougbt rogethera theory ofhegemonlc hetero-masculinity and a 

contextu~ Uy-shifting communica.ti01 model. The theory developed in Chapter Two 

sjmares the patriarchal ideology ofhegemoni · hetero-masculinity as a form .of dominam:e 

· nvolvi1 g truggJ . The· impl:icalion is that the interpretation and expreS! ion of p.ao-iarchal 

·dentitie, are not guura11teed. but are one· that requires. constant renewaJ a·nct regnlation. 



CHAPTEE TWO 

THEORlZTNG HEGEMONIC HETEROSEXUAL M SCULINlTY 

ntroduct.ion 
Thi · chapter i · on emed with the theorization of hegemonic heterosexual 

masculi111ty and the way ·ubje t po ition · get con aucted in relation to th.i · ideology.lfl 

Hegemonk hetero-rnu cL11inity is the dominant patriarchal ideology in North Ame1ica.o 

culture-. one that is ·nvol ed in regulating social relatio11s of gender e,'Gualiry t111d tho· 

identity. My i11ter ·tin devdopiJig the c.ancept i. to under. ta.nd how member of the 

mytho-poeti, pro feminist and men's right:· movements frame their identitie. · or ~ ubjel.'.t 

po_ 'tion · and politics 1n relation to the dominant cultural sen ibilitie . of lietero xual 
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ma cullnjty, I refer w thi proces. in later analytical chapters as 11:frame alignmen't" (Snow 

and B◊nford, l 86: 464). 

Bly Frank ( 1987') and Mike Donal ·on ( 1993} arg~ue that the theorization of 

patriarchal ideology needs to be more sub·tantiaL Thi , despite the increasing use of 

Antoni•o Gram. ·d ' · f 197 l) concept of hegemony to explore betero exual 01a l.!ulinjty a· a 

socially ~onstructe.d and regulat~d forrn of domination·, The. theory explored here .cituat~• · 

tire m~nings of hetero-masculrni'ty as forrns of odal activity that occur i.n.,r p_articular 

ocial-hi, torica.l contex 

I begin with the critical conceptuatization of ideology originally propo ·ed by Karl 

Man:. {_ 19 5 J and further developed by Louis Allhus er 1971 ). Both theorists ground the 

.concept of ideolo yin the coordinated acti itie and social relation hip of people-. I utilize 

Alth er'· ortcept of fnlerpellanotz to el\-plain how hegemonic hetero-masculinity i ,. 

~n Hegcm.onit. lictero:-exual rnascu1ini1y i:; disting1Jlshablc from lhc concepts of gender L<len~it a11d LO~ 
·tructurc& of patriarchy. q I have d scribed. gendec idemil'ies are socially constructed 1hr JUgh rile mtanings 
pc [Jl d1: apt!(! out ·of their e:v-erydny ex.perimfoes. bi logy nncl Ctiltllfal dlscourse~. Thi process of oreruing 
mc.ini'n.gs of idc.!nt-it i. a Joc.:11 and changing process. Certain critical moments and ~~rien e can. aft cl 
I\ w people c me r.o , pr" tht:ir idcnlllies :in oppo. it:ion· to dominai11 rtleo.l.ogi.e .• In effect~ patrh:otlial 
ideology ~ nevc.r guarantced in 1hc expression of one's identily, ~JS!! enc()m ~ a series of Lhcsc 
·tructores !J.nd is ct: nnected ro Uie ca.pi.tali t system. Patriarchy is an h1 totltal po Utica . economic and soda.l 
p-hen nteoon uwo1 ving th coosonuali nor rne '. pow~r over w.amen. children and over other men, In 
conh::mpomry North American ooiety. lh e sln!ctw·e inrltJrle:lhe dcv.aluauon of women .(e.o •. tb.rough 
differential 'i:ll:l~1::ss 10 Qeci ·ion wakiJrg hiemrclries), conuul r women's. exualitle: ao<l ruprDduction. 
l!COtiorak JJ1cqunUlicr te.g. performing uo11bf _hifls of housework an() ,J?a.id labour and wage differe1 tials . 
and H1uiuu.ion: ll men's mobility (t.'.i. ·lllf~tl violence try men and controls in relationships witlt 
lllCtl). 



identified and internalized~ ont1 own orresisted or completely rejected. With regard to 

rrui.s0uline ide_nticy, l.he point i~ that not all men express themselve in line with th 

do.mimmt sensibilirie about whar.u means to be a rnun. Holly Devor (1989) provide 
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further .insight h1to the -·oc-iu.l construction of gender and sexuality - one that i · interpreted 

and expre·.~ ed as an uneven and contextual process. 1n renns of th social con. truction of 

hetero-masculinity thl · poin to the iruight 111at man.hood maybe expressed in doruinant 

\I ay. in ·ome co:n_teit . • but not in othe or not do.rninaut at all. Together, I VPIY tJ'1e e 

formulati on. to undenit<1ncl heg.emonk hetero-mascuJfoity a internalized ·ocial meaning~ 

that can be. obse 1ed in men'. movement discourSl.'L The e cultural di course are ituated 

·n both texrs (.such as men' ,un1,sletters) and other sigu syst.ems (such as regalia or a 

d<J!l{'e), but only become activated th.rough everyday social refat.io1u. e,g_, the experience of 

being a divorced tuther who identifie witl1 men's rights politic • . 

ln theorizing th . exi rence of patricJTchal ideology, the concept of h~gemony is 

applied" Tir con ept enables an examination into the ways in which hetero e-x.ual men as a 

group ai;quire fmd maintain consensual support: for their privileged ~ocial position ·. Devor 

(I 989) ha. iiptly de ·cribed thi: prnces ·as ·1the dominant gender chema" (vii, 50-53, 89)_ 

Th dominant genders ·hema de_scribes the dissemination of the natutalness .of 

het.ero :xuality, the glorification of ma ·culine perfonnance and aggressiven :;; in sexual 

m.11:ivi ry, or U1e-presumption of femininity as alluring and de~irable for (but not expressed 

byJ men. App•Jying the concept of hegemony empha ize how dominance is never Uc 

pem1ane11t tate o affairs, bu·t one that is aJways a site for truggle and change. For 

example, fern.i.rlist and proferninist organizations are strongly oppo ·ed to e:xipres ·ions of 

masL.l.ilinity that involve dornfoance over other: (e,g,, violence, racism, economic 

exploitation, ete~). The member· fo<::us their tniggles on their own identities and out\vard 

to challenge au ·men t.o oppo e patriarchy. 

The value of a theoriza.tfon of hegemonic hetero-ma -culinity i · a movement away 

irom a 'tati~ a:nd monolithk con"Ceptualt"nttion of mru;culinity and from a rigid view of 

dominant ideology as a one-way flow of conunimication. The emphasi on hegemony 

defines patiiarchal ideology a a central currcrtt within cultural discomses on gender and 

sexualiry; one that i endorsed sanctioned and supported by the· majority of sodewJ 

rnembe :. 1-.:ultural ensibiHties and social structures. The concept of hegemony explain.· th 

cont xtually-~hifti.ng way people ''recreate, ' "oppo e" or "re.;i ·t" heg.eroorri c:.; -~nsibilities 

of how t expt . gender and sexual identities, as well a· the cultural tensions and 

contr::idiodons involved in tllis struggle. 
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Fin.ally r draw on 'Thomp on'· ( l 9YO) conc.;,eptualization of ideology to i gn!fy 

dominant ideo!og as an extra-cu cu ive relationship. lhat is, a distinct set of di ·ect po\v1..')r 

f'elarimt.~hip. rhar ar I embedded in discourses and connected to social . tru ture.s involving 

domimmce. The dir~t impact of an ideology that articulates dominan e always involves 

pti ileging ne . ocial group ove ru)other bordinated and oppre-. ed gr.,aup, dther in 

language or in practice, For eXnrnple the ideology of heterosex.ism natnralize relation · 

behveen men and wom~n· and vilifie homo ·exuality and bi;exuality. In ihi ontexL 

hegemonic. hetero-ma.s ulinity is -a fonn of domination. It i · important to recogrrize that this 

L a r£wwmir ar r ha11giJ1g communica.tion process involvin the at-temp no impose u 
sperific set of cultural sa,isibiltti·-eJ. und pra ·rices of how reopfe are suppo~ed ro express 

gender atu1 sexw1li .~ . My orkirrg hypotheses i that these ·truggle are reflected i..n tbe 

unified and djsuni.fied ways 1trembers of the three men's movement frame their collective 

id .ntitie, , 

"Positive' and );Negative'' Conceptualizations of ldeoloe:v 

Ideology 1, one. of the mo t useful and complicated concepts in comempnrru-y :;od·11 

th~ory. By providing at kast sixteen plausible definitions Terry Eagleto11 (1991'! 

demon.'t:rates the array of diverse approache· to ideology. Eagleton contends that even if it 

\,~ere po ·sible to unite the variow, perspectives· together this wooJd devolve into an 

epi t-emologk:ul quagmire. My purpm;e i not ro review these definitions. How ve,r. I will 

e, amine in ome detail two general approaohe debated in We tern Marxism: the positive 

and negative coocepcion · of ideology. Qualities of both the positive ·and negative 

e-xpi'e:sion. of ideology help e..~laio how hegemonic h·eterosexual ma culinity works to 

o.rganiz social relation· of gender, sexoaUty and subjectivity. 

Jorge LllITai.n's 1983) distinction betwee.o positive and negative Ideology ha· had a 

faJ' reaching impact i11 the academic debates on ideology (Barrett, 1991: 18), As Larrain 

co111mJ:>1tts: 

., .ther are, at least, two broad and basically opp0 ·ed Mandst on eption: 
·of ideology: one negative (which refors 'to a kind of di'itOrted thought), and 
one positive. :(which refers to the totality of form· of social con ciousne · · or 
to the political idea of ocial c]a ses} (Larrain, 1983:. 4). 

'The reduction to "negative" or critical formulations and "posicive" or de criptive 

theori: s of ideology may be criticized as 'Over extended~ howeve.r, tl1e di ~tinctron L u·. eful 
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in clarifying the variou conceptualization ofideology-. The negative _pole of th.is 

continuum highlights arx' · fo.cu on " .. :the langm1.ge of re.al life' in whic;h tl1e ide 

prociu ed by ,·l1bord.inat da-ises expre and reproduce the dorhinant material rel.:J_tion · and 

interests" (PurvL and Hunt . l 993: 477).. This form o_ ideology ex.plains how p >ople 

l:011si.:iou:i;.ly rec ~ate ex.is ting social relations of oppression. The fundamental .di.stin•ction 

b tween o~gat:ive and more neutral con eptions of ideology i, underntandfug how 

sub rdinate-grou-p appear to di r19gard form of consdou ne ·s fuar idt1ntify aspect, lf their 

own · ubordinuLion. It · · chi · fo~us that giv~: a c.-'Ti.ti al edge _to each of Marx': concepti 1i.s 

of ideology (Purvl · & Hunt, 1993~ .477'). Thi includes. '' .... ideology a illusion and 

rrrystifit:ation, the critiqu of religion or the theory of commodity fetishism and other form. 

of Ji ific:at1on in capita.Ii. m" (Barrett, ]991; 19). 

The negative ·view is mo t clearly explored by Marx and Engels (1 5) in The 

Germatt, ldeology. Here Marx' definiti"on ·of ideology cenler on an understanding of 
con. L iommes. and how ·ocial relation · ·eem to appear up ide-down a. ln a camera 

ob. ura. Th recurring theme in the use of the camera obs ura metaphor i: my ·tifi ation or 

illu ion. Ideology e11fails a process of ''mis-conception," ''rni ·-perceptionr, or 

"mi .-recognition" of ocial reality .Purvis and Hun.1.., 199J: 478). Tbe metaphor of the 

revers image relies on a ··et of true/false umption about the social world . Here 

ideology i expo. ed throu·gn a demystifi atioa of the material condition created by people 

engaged in i:->O\.ial relation·. Ooe presu:rnption 1 th.at by demystifyhrg ideology people can 

·ee what their reul intere.s_ · are and, as a re ult, ¥e more likely to uppo:rt a new political 

proJ.ect 

While .-ome tbeo-ris have.re. e1vatioo , 1t.seerns clear ~nough that the .conception of 

ideology a.~ "false cm_ ·ciou ·nes "i rooted in thi'> ep· ·temology (Tholllp on. 1990· H:.iU, 

l 9~"~ and Larrain, I 4). Michel Barrett ( 1991). argues that wbatever the advantages to 

Lhe "fal · ~on ciou ·ne · ,,iew. 1 that the. coaceut i · notnece-ssarily Marx's, This jn ight i· 

b ed on· U1e fact that Marx did not use tJ1e phrase "fabe. c:onsciousne-·s," wbil.:h originated 

With his colleague Frederick Engel in his clas~ic letter to Franz Mehring in J 893 (1991: 5). 

Marx and Engle~ did work clo ·ely together 10 omposing The. Getman ideology 

and the concept of false con ·dousnes has traditionally been used by Marxist theodsts 

along wirJ1 their -ritic a · a ctass short-hand for farx's view of .ideology a . illu~ion. 

Eagleton argue · tha:t uie falre consciousness perspective (or ideology~: iJ]usion) h au 

"unpopular" iew of ideology for several rea oru.: 
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or one -thing epistemology itself is at the moment- somewhat out o'f fashion, 
and the assumption that some of our ideas !match' or 'correspond to' the 
way thinfs are, while or~e-is do nor,, i · felt by some to. be a nai"Ye, 
di, credrtuble. theory ·of knowledge. For ano1l1er th.ini·, the idea of fa1se 
consc · ousne-·scan b~ taken as imp ying the po 'Sihili ly of ori1~. 
onequivoeally correct. ,~,.a of viewing'the world, which today i~ under deep 
-~u ·pi ion'' (1991 : 10-1 n, 

171ere- are ·e.vera1 key point. to Mar:x:'-s perspecti. ves on ideology that I wish to retain 

in develop-lug a theory of hegemonic herero-masculinity.. First. Marx' . argun:ient that.ic:ie, ·· 

art: created by people engaged iu active.:oc.ial relations in a historically ~pecific politi al and 

economic sy{ir.em is ignifie-ant. Applying such a.grooodfog to gender and sexual re.lation · 

rneans reta.i..11in•g a · ew of ideology tha is not redu jble to just dJ.'Com:se.,ortext. Instead, it 

emphasize social relationships an.d lived. experience. Secondly, the. conceptualization of 

i.deologv a · illu ·ion. while nor a neces ary ·elemem in my framework is a ·ignifi.G.aru: 

contingent possibiliLy. Tout is to ay. ilie identification and characterization of rneatring as 

an illu:lon or a, veiJed doe noL n·ece ari.ly entail a: false con 'Ciou, ness-analysis.21 

Further. focu,"mg on class relations as the only tructure that sustains relation.· of 

domit1aJio.o as did .Marx, limi a11 exploration of hegemoll.ic b.etero-masculinicy. 1I1 

contemporary society, chi ontinue to be significant in relations of dornioation and 

·ubordination. Many theori · view economic relation ·hips as irr\portant to di cus ion · of 

other foFtr16 CJf conflkt based on sex, gentler and rac relations. Barry Adam (l 993) 

e.mpha "ize. the ·e mu.ltip1i tic and oontextual relationship when he says: 

How people coine to identify the.ms~lves with some others~ opposi.tioa to 
. till other people is alway a parti,.;ular historical process wh.ich is not 
-pre-determin~d aJc:mg a _slrlgle political dimen ·iori, such as exc1us:ion from 
production decisions... but rather foUows complex patterns of inferiorization 
in the mar1y phe.re. of life (325). 

In surnm.ary, the conce-pt_ualization of (de.ology as illusion, my ·tiJication or"fal.se 

cor1.'\ciow ne~<; . d,:;ie..'5 not offer a foll explanation of how privileged groups have adv~nced 

:.. I A.-. l la1:cr ue..'icribe, the meaning of ideology ru an illusion .or as c:n'oneou (e.g. by m;1sldng. 
mbTcp eoJ cng_, or s:ustain1ng social relations of domination) a contingeJlcy. !ill( a nec~sity. Thomp ·oo 
( I J9Q) widen, (l1e analysis of ideology to vaci us 1odalities which sen>e 10 sustain relations ar domina.t1on. 
Fru: exampk:. one mode is "dissimulution. '' Dissimufatio-n expn: es how -relatioru; of Jom:i.n.ation ru-c. 
~.-robli. hc:d and t: ,nce;(le<l Fonns nf es.se'n.rial.L'U lhquglit ar~ reO "ct._1ve uf dis imufotion in which the 
dive · · o gendtr .lfl(l ~exu.al re{utions ~e obscured in favour or an image 11ml men. wornen. girl . and hoys 
an: nalur-<!lly prctlt<.po ed lo ce-(tain le--. and identiti ·. 
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their ;·odal, economic and political positions over ti"me and in rnlation to competing 

ideologies. No sense of human a.gency, whkh m . ·t be reraine<i for a theory of hegemontc 

heter , exuaJ ma. cuJ.in.ity~ can be captured through ·lhese len ~es. 

Sot.1aI Practi'ee and the Pmc.:ess oflnt.erpellacion 

Alth · er'. ( 1 71) fom;i_ulation of kleology addres ·es some of the . oncems I have 

mi ed. ln particular. he offers two contributions: an u.ndetstanding of ideoJogy a 

m, terially grounded, ocial practice and an explanation of bow ideas are transmitted and 

rncerv~d by iu.cfr 1idual.s throug11 the concept of inre1pella1ion. ln his inv~ ~gation of 

ideology nd im,truments of tate· power Altlms er insi ts .that ideology always exi · in 

prautice- located within the.regimen · ·of pecific appara~ ·e · and organizations . .(A1thu.~ ·er. 

1971: 156-161 ), H n1ak a dear di t.mction between dlrectapparati:of .statepower {e.g., 
police cornwtions, imm · graci n or the military} and indirect ideological apparati (e.g., 

chool , · bur • bes or new. media) whlch e~7Jress ide and beliefs about what 01l8 ht to be 

in Line with the state (.Allhtl ·ser~ 1971: 1:56-157). Both. .sets of apparnti [mve a long aod 

i.;hanging hfatm·y of regulating gender relations and subjectivity. 

Dra-\vin_g on Mar ·i t theory .. Althus ·er insists on the materiality of ideology but b~ 

n~es an ' mportant hift from discussing the production of "ideas" to .the productio1i of 

·•~abje(:tiviries'' within people's acroal acti.vitie · or prac:tices. Ideology, he say , is coached 

m language: that i , the social interplay oL:ign and meaning. Thecte~tion of ~g:n. and 

meaning i:s a form of soeia1 practice (e,g.f the action of boclies, · uch as· movemellt or the 

reation of . ound; or the con truction of mattriaJ sign·s •. such as texts or ima.ge·· etc.). 

Since ideology always invol es :ocjal relation , the anaty i must begin witl1 language and 

practice. 

Sioi.ilar·to mn.ny co1i1munication lheo.iie Althuss:er positions verbal and written 

language over other sign system:. However tt is ne es ·ary to understand that the spoken 

or Vlrritren. wor.d i · not the only '.)'mbolic form tltrough which ideological meaning- cun be 

imestigated, Otbe.r·discursive sites th.rough whiob the extnlrdiscw'Sive reJations of ide · logy 

are conveyed. inchlde: body langu~g<!, eJe1:;tronic image- , . ymbpLs1 fashion, arcbirecrure • 

. dar)l'e and o on. For instance. I have found th ·t within each of the three tnoveme.n 

oxganization ideologiL:al meanings· on heterosexual masculiruties are-conveyed through ~ 

_ru.iety of medium · ide from lariguage, :s_uc:h as: dance, drumming. fa hion, hugging., 

meeting on tnass and o ou. 
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I owever it is diffrcolt to .~ee all pra tice as being, reducible to ideology .. Althusser 

argue~dhu ide logy i. · al perva~ive in ever aspect of our tive. :11 ,.,( l) there i · DO'Prnctice 

e cept by and in · n ideology· (2) thee . i no ide.ology ex.oept by the ubJect and for 

·.u.bje rs" (197 l: 159 ). It i obviou~ th:at not aJ I actio have ideolo'gical effect: . The­

pru.nic.e o.f dandng c.1n be experienced purely for plea are, e.g .• e:!Cerci:e, aesthetic', or 

·conne1,;ting wJtb othNs socially or intimately, An indiviclual can articular.e I.he identity of11J 
am a dilll er'1 ,vith these pkasurable meaning: in mind. Still, another could interpret the 

ame dance as·. ymbol:ic of the naturalnes: of heterosexual coupling or 'tl1e pleasures of the 

drillL:e may be symbolic of an essentiatized ma cuJmity (j,e., men actively leading- a pa, 1ve 

· om.an partner J. A more accurat.e <.1pproai.;h is te. acknowledge that any ·ociaf pra rice ma · 

have, but does not necessarily have . .ideological effect · (Purvis and Hunt,. 1993-: 484), 

Thi · ontingen underline: the importance of ocial context and multiple interpretatio11s 

fotthe same pradit:e. /n chls sense, the onus f How ideology is interpreted fies wirh rhe 

readttr. 

The second contribution from Althuss~r is the crncept of i,ite,pellaticm. 

ln.terpellation is a . ophi~Ti a red ex-plaiH1tion of bow iJ.1dividual are inscribed or constirnt.ed 

as subj_elJ't by id ology. It lends to my framework the •critical .unders.tanding that 

heter.o-masculine ide logies l.:M be directional or extra-discu.c ive by organizing how 

gender and ·exuallty i: legitimately expressed, That is to, ay. that ideologies Cim serve tb 

t · ·rabli ·h a.nd maintain relations of domination. Altbusser ·elllpb}lsizes die active so ial and 

political forces of ideology when he contend that.,. " ... all ideology hails or iote171ellates 

concr '(l! indiY.irluals as Co)1crete subjert~ by t.he. functioning of tb,e .category of the subject" 

0 97 1 ; 162 l. 

lnterpellarion 11 an active social process of idennficatimz. Human agency i central 

bec...-au. e ideolo.gle a.re iot~malized and identified as orw.'s own; it i a Hail de cribes it, 

the 11
[ of ideological ·tatemem." (1985:· 102). For exainpie '1 am the provider for my 

family." tn otl)er words. interpeliation mvo[ve becoming th author .of an identity that 

re 'Uh , in the ubJectio1 to dominant idea , The metaphor .of "bailing" i u.-ed to conve 

meanin.g about ho\: Janguag 11 p.eak. •f to u and how we assis.t in reco_gniz..i.ng or 

mi.; reco ni:z.ing the •fcall " (Althu: er 1971: 163. He argues thatideology interpellate · 

individuals ,t: . ubjeets s11bordinated tu the ioterests of th~ ruling class and that th.i. hailing 

of ·u~jei.:tivirie i,s hardly ever m1 sect in everyday life. Of cour. e, a di cursive .field (e.g. , a 

men'~ 111.ovement disoow- ·~ on masculin identity) u ually consi ·t of many different type 

Cif potentic.1I interpel la.hons. Larrai.n note, that lhe odal practiL:e of a given di eourse can 



44 

offer seven.LI untfi~d ·ubjectivities .\iv.hi.ch can be ioterpellated by .inclivicioals, The idea that 

·ev~ral subjettivitie~~ can be interpelluted at the ·a.me time and in relativ unity pro 1id~ a 

key in,"ight into the power f men's movement .disoouJ'Se .tom bilize m~mber,• in suuh 

djver e comexr: . One instrnc · ofthts process occurs in the• rnytho-poeti movement. Some. 

members unite (>11 lbe need to x•evitalize .their jdeotities through self-aw.arene ·s of the lrui 

root_ of ma ·t:u1rnity in unison with tbe belief tha they are victims of vvomen': struggles 

for equa]jt_y_ 

An exampl of the 11 terpeJlation proce is evident in the communication ·between 

the mos rec~nt work of Robert Bly (whom l have identified a a movement inteliectual of 

the mytho-poeti- movement) and arti les pt1blisbed by members ofthe Canad.iur:i 

mytho-poetic movement Recall from Chapter One, that Bfy beiieves that "contemporary" 

men ha e become tao recep.cive tO the needs of women in their lives. :Sly argues that th" 

ha. occurred at lhe expeo.se of a fuU i.nitiatioa into man.hood and he groups these ide!ltities 

into the care.gory of "soft men" ( 1990: 2-3). 

A central theme in Bly" · book, Tron John. is that hetero:exual ·men hav _ Io ·t their 

vitality. He argues that this comcides with a11 unirustakable wide 9read decline in men' ,. 

id ntities o~cµrringin be United Star.es since the 1950s (aly:, 1990; 35). For Bly 

ma culinity aiies aero s odal and cultural trajectories that allow certain archetypes to 

prevail ·and other. to beoome . ubmerged. ln the J 950s th.e mas uline archetypes th t 

prevailed were or ranJza.tionaJ. In the 1960s and 1970 ~ the dominant archetypes, tied to the 

Vietnam war. reflected the angry macho warrior. Finally in the late seventies the Nsoft 

mal ." . udace.d as a central expression of ma ·ooli.nity,, Like tlle previ.ou" archetype ··oft 

mt1 yulinity i.s bdieved to be an r.mheulthy and liriutiilg gender role. As Bly recount:: 

1n t.11e ·even ti~.- I began to see all <}ver the country a phenomenon that we 
might call the' oft male.' Sornetiroes even today when I look out at an 
audience . perha_p · half the young males are what I'd call soft. They're 
lovelyt valuable. people - I 1ikJ _ th.em - they're not intere~ red i.t1 _harming 
the eanb or ·ratting wars, The~'s a gentle attitude t0ward life in their v;,hole 
belng _ and style of living. Btn mari-y of these men are not happy: You 
qu1ek)y notil.:e the lack of energy in them. They are life-preserving but not 
exactly rife . }ving. .Ironically, you often ·see th~se men wjth Strong women 
wlm· pos1tively radiat~ ~nc:rgy. Here we.have a: finely tuned young man 
'"'cologically superior to his fatheJ, sympathetic to the whole hannony of the 
.univer ~. yet he himself has. little-vitality to off~r .. Tbe trong or lif -givmg 
women who graduated from the · ixties. so to speak, or who have inherited. 
.an older spirit., pl'ayed an important part i.ri producing thi I.ifo-pre ·erving. 
but not life givwg man (1990: 3). 
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The ens.e that masculine identity .has become unbalanced because of ·overwhelming 

feminine energy is based on two key patriarchaJ sensibilities~ (1) the inability ·of '"-'a.men ta 

initiate boys i11ta manhood, and (2) the power ·of feminism lo make men more receptive. yet 

la1;k.ing i.n vigor. Th e eri ibrlilies are patriarchal becau e ma. culine ubjectivit:y i 

pre ·cribed as a dom:foa:nt gender - the meaning. ·of which must .be constn.fcted · n a disrinri 

w~y from :up-po:edly weaker .or inferior expression of gender or ·exuali y}. 

lri the lro.n John story, BJy hi"ghUght how o erwhelming femininity unba'lann~s 

masculinity nd create the archetype of the .,of1.masouline thro.ugh th Oedipal fJartativt. In 

hi trugg.Ie a boy is prevented from becornin_g a man by hi: mother. 'The :tocy pojnts to a 

~cparation rhat must part a boy from rus mother and eveotually from both of hb paren .. 

The Ltli.tiation proce ·o;, begin · when the father asser · that the mother w· 1 no longc>.r 

cautlle l1i ·on. Howe.vet'. both the boy and th.e moll1er desir.e and want to ,continue thi. 

·"p:·ychica1l . in -e. tuous'' relationship (Clatterbaugh 1990: 9] ). 111.is is exemplified in the 

lrnll John •Story by a key. The boy intend tO s;teal the key in o:i;der tp g~t.b.i -golden ball, 

wl1ich symbolizes a balun ed boyhood identity, back. Hi , ball had accidtmtlytolled into a 

ca~e containfog the wild man, a symbolic shadow of true masculinity~ The ker is kept 

hid.den under ,he mot.her' pillow. wlri. h U1e.boy retrieves and use to free the wildman, ln 
the prnces, the boy wound himself symbolizing how "initiation •invo.Ives pain and bow 

wo.u.nd . ar.e pan of everyday life. Bly emphasizes how boy : and men mu t seek our~ 

healing of their wounds througb the company or men. Since, it is only .men who cari relate 

to a wounded ma;.<.:cullnity, itis only men who can heal it. 

For Bly, soft masculinity did no.trL e arbitrarily, Archetypal trta ~culin.ities ac ". based 

on deep s.euted psychological scripts_, thousand of-years old, that surface·and resurface in 

diJferenthisto~al moments .. Bly makes. the claim: that the, ~ultural sens.ibilitie,s that m_ake 

up oft masculinity aro e in the late seventies through because of feminist women and 

women rn general who demanded tl1at men and boys be more receptive and le-s. 

aggre.'sh1e. Bly poi.tr · to tbe ·conclu:io11 that .assertive women have .c.au..,ed the lack of 

vitality in men en cbe 70.s and 80~. 

Mt.anwh.iJe. the ernmist movenieot encouraged men to a tually look at 
women,. forcing them to .become conscious of concerns and suffering. that 
the Piftie · male .tabored to avoid. As roe;o began to e-xrunine women' 
I · ·rory and worn.en's sensibility. so"I·ne. rnen·began to notice \vhat i called 
theirfe,rtf»ine ide and pay attention to it. This process continue to tbi 
day,_ and r would say that most contemporary men are involved in itin some 
wa.y. 
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There' sornethi.ng :wond"':rful about this development - I mean the pi-ac.tice. 
of men welcoming theJ.r ow 1 'feminine1 oons iousnes.~ and nu:tturing it~ 
tlii. i. important - and yet I ha: e the sense that there , · something wroug. 
The mat in the past cwenty years has ecome more thoughtful, more ge11tle. 
Bot by th.is proce"s he ha not beco.me more free. He's a ni e boy who 
plea ·es not only h:L mother but al o the yfrnng woman ·be i: living. "vitli 
(Bly. l 99( : 2). 

Th re i evidence Lhat archetypes play a siniilat role for the mytha-poeti rnovement 

, : th e:. enliaLlstk 1neaning ··t:onnei.;te(I to i:•n.atm::e.,., do for men's right. perspective: on 

gender a11d se.x ual ity (C1attet'baugh. 1990 ), Suc:Ir .an approa h may be u ·ed pot.iticall y to 

ju tify patriarchal :-;e 1 ·ibilities ou gender and se,, uality and roay undenni.rie their plurali Lie 

'-tn.1tegie whid1 ny to break with lbe monolithic paaiarcha.l ic:leotities. l.n.:tead of upporring 

mov1;:;s toward blended gender and non-patriarchal identitie ·, Bly reco1'l. tru ·ts the 

"p oblem" o soft masculinity. a · an inadequate expression of manhood. Ln doing :o he 

reinforce · th patriarchal c.ultural sensibility that m u. and boy who ar constantly exposed 

to eminine nergy are weak and immature. A an example, Bly speculate that uninitiated 

boy. ,. parented by single mothers, wilf lack a vital masculine side in adulthood. 

One ould po·nd'er why ifrnen hav overcompensated in the past, on· the sjtie of 

ha:rd na.-culiniti.~ '. do 'the,y not have a need to.further explore their feminine side~ .as .the 

o-called oft males a:r . doing?'lt eems arbitrary that.soft ma.c~y is Gharacrerized as ;). 

dominant ardietype in a time, the 1970s and 1980 , wi th rna.sive atrrt production. a 

e-articulation of traditional "family alues," and cold war politics. Such trends require the 

organizational, provider and. macho warri•or m: hetype. · that Bly claims to reject, Perl1ap_, 

the soft masculine archetype aro e because of men resj.•fuig the more aggre ·sive and 

dominating masculine expre sions. Or, perhap\ thee ·oft ma culinities havt alway. be~n 

ar.o.uncl; having, been known in other:wa.ys. For exaniple. 1'mamroa1s boy." or "si y." 
In line with patriarchal ideology, many member of the mytho-poetic men's 

movement have interpreted oft mas t.Llin:iry an unbaJa,nced and weak ·expre:sion of 

manline s. onsi.der the following narrative. from IMNr a rnytho-poetic S.MO. These. 

members have adopted identities that ru1coµrage men to.rej~t qr to make a, eparatia:i;i ;from 

ferninim~ . ensibilitie. which they .see · uobalanci.Og th.eir identities. 

Men in rl · o<.:itty are encouraged to believe: that saying nice things abom 
life will make the world-a betterpla e, That:si01ply is not 0 1 and I believe 
U1at th.i£ is why Bly and ·Meade can be quite demanding ofthe men tl1ey 
ma.ch (Mr Kegne.y, Winter 1990: 18). 
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Tru · ma culinity o.omes from contact with other men. On-going supp.art 
g:rouvs are one po e.rful way to rap into our n'.ale energy in a afe. 
purposeful way. The· ISLAND MEN NETWORK supports e:tabli hed 
men' group. and the formation of nev men's groups (I. land Men. Winte1· 
1990k 

... and my favourit image was of a woman with refos tigh~in hand riding a 
· rail.ion over the country:·de ... ln relation hip·~ -.yith men. I believe most 
w men do not v ant to mate with nice·, oft male who do s whate\ler she 
want him to~ that.is boring for her, women tell me. Women need to ride· 
and control the Beast, and not be the Beast...; the male Beast. ho.uld resi t 
being complete! ·tamed by women1 especially mothers~ .. . (Mari., Winter 
1993: 6-7 . 

Bly's inlerpreration of the soft male archetype.demonstrate how the interpt'lllation 

process atw.ay :tart· in a ,specific social and political lo atiort. Bly write in a period in 

which the ideology of hegeinoruc hetero,ma .. cul1nity i being challenged and recon.s.tructecl. 

Among the range of uJturaJ archetypes avu.ilabl~ ffly most ~ongly i~entifie. ~he 

ubj~ctiyiry of. oft masculinity a" an expression of onlnitiatecl manhood th.at can find new 

trength and ita1iry through · ontact with other men. 1n effect, he identifie·· soft 1mtsculinity -- - - - ...____ - -
a.\ a form ofsubjf! ·tlvity that is socially and psychologilaJ!y limitingf01 .. me11 and is aligned -- -- - . . -
w1th the h.egemontc sep.~ibiliti.e: of how to be a mafi.22 Thi~ mean · adhering to sets of 
~ - -- -
pral'tic , tyle and beliefs thaJ are appropriate to the obaracter of a man and not ro a 

woman. 

The next part.a ·the interpellation proce requires a sen e ofrecugnitio11 or 

id~nrification by thP i11te,pe/lared ubject, e.g .. by members of the mytho-poetic movement. 

1n the fir 't nairc:1ti.ve above, McKegoey accept that "ensitivity i: n-c,t akin to transforming 

hereto xual masculinity. This empbasize - how . oft ma oulinity is limiting for rnen. ln the 

, et.: nd exce1vt from the editors of Island Men, an essentialized image :of "true .. mas ·ulinit ,,. 

is he1d up as obrainabl tlrroogh men-only contact om~ of the metaphond'rom this .-arne 

text point t..O the ctiscove:ry of a true..rna.;;culinity a a ''search" for the "tme root:"· of 

ma ·ulin.ity. The. · metaphor are grounded in the idea that gender identity is ultimately 

based on one':. ex u. a male or f male. For example, ''males" only become "men" through 

men-only contacL The hegemonic sen ibility that men need to ·eparate from women in 

:ll [n cffe.cl, Bly interpollall'.::' soft mmc:uhn.ity <IS a debilitating form of manline: wi1hio him ·el.f. 

Howi:ver, as n movement intellectual, he plays a ke role 'in disseminating movement sunsihilsiies and 
M.rnUlllCS oo a. ~oil 'ti ve level. This untler. GOr~ the need to c:itrunine how members witJ1in 01e. 
m 1hi1-po~1ic moverrtenc re.td or interµrcl Bly's woi . 



certain con· '.JC.t ter find the·LI full mas ulme energy is emphasiz.ed in th ·e rn taphor.s and 

:mrra.ti 
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Fin- Hy anoth.er member of Island Men (Maris) believes that most wome11 do not 

want to. rhu.te \J ith a nice , oft rnale. Tlu · reifies the idea that '1 ".we ne.ed to accept that men 

and women are fun·damentally dif .erent; equal. but not the same" (Mar" • Winter l993:· 7). 

He. 0 o~· on t.o point ut that ''men and wo01e11 hould nor be treated the same whether io 

c.aun elling. bu iness~ or h·ereyer'' (Mari's, Winter 1993:·7). Maris argues th.at men\ 

vitality "is at stake in hi ob e1-vation that he has ''.,. een to-o many bonsi tree men arOlUld 

nowaday · - clipped and bem and Shaped and dwaiied - rattier than great tall , strong 

cedars. which i · their de tiny11 (Maris., W1nter 1993: 7 ·• 

The ad ant.age a Althus er' · concept of interpelfation is tllat it acknowledges 

agen· yin a lheory of the ~omrnunication of ideolog)'. For interpellation to occur an 

individual must ide1_1tify w-ith a preconstructed subjectjvity. ln the context of the 

mytho-poeti , n'lovemeru. thi involve a rejection of oft m'1sculinity in fay our of a ''true 

tnas~ulinity." that then become:- identified and accepted by a member, i.e .. one that i. 

vigo ous and initiated through contact with. other men. A significant point is that .the. 

imerpellation of 11 pa.triarchaJ id.entity is a contextual process, one that involves agency. This 

pofots to rhe h po thesis thar the co,tstruction o.f idenrity is an u,ieven and conte.x.wal 

p.roc '· s, om? that may involve in/i~rpellarion.or one that involves some other fomi af 

i.J1t<11pretutio11 and f!A71re'sio11 of identity. 

Th mRin thrust and drawback of Al thus er' theory i the assumption. 1.hat 

in<livfduau .are. interpellated in virtually Lhe same way and alwa~ · in ~omefun tional 
relation co tate ap-p1lraJuse (e:g .. meota.l health in :titutions, education system or Jaw). Th]: 

hoinogeneou forntulation neglects consideration. of-olber sites of domination such as the 

expres~fon .of gender identitie or sexualjties that do not follow the no.nns .articulated by 

he.gemon..ic hetero exual tna. culiaity. 1n the context of 01y mvestigation, the qu~ tion 

temain.i;: how 1 · it t11at large number of hetero. exual m~ growing up in a "free" oeiety 

willingly replicate relation ·· of dominance, while other clearly resist hegemonJi; 

hetero ·exua'li ty: ot to put it another way. why do .some men .fail to .hite.rpellatt: patriarchal 

ideology in some contexcs, bur nor i,t others? 
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Towc1rds a. Contexruallv~Shifting Approac;h m deader and Sexuality 

Deyor hed · sorn light on this une,ven interpretive proce , in her lnve "Jigatioo of 

lbe s{)cial construction of gender _and ·exuality and its affe ts on the e,'(periences of ger der 

blended females. Devor inttrpreLS genders a: social expressions th,tt are partially re lated ro·, 

but not determined by biological ex. and dialectically connect~ to the meaning of 

sexuality. he argue tlw.t: ''I n]ot aU individual, in society fit within the normal patterns rhat 

pre u 111 thut fernaJes will becom girl and then women, and tbat .mal~ will beco111 boys_ 

then men" {Devor: I 9t 1. : :vii}, Devor found that orne·people.. horn _. e_des~ribes a · 
11_gender blender ·'' !early have c:turracteri fu.:: beloagi11g to one sex and identify \Vith the 

(;Orn~sponding gender (i.e .. female-woman)~ but ex~nm_g_ o[gender.ed.~ ·· 1iliti~•s 

1!5m-the-t,,;~ sland·l;d en9-er_role ·, The implicatioE_i. thatindi~oal interpret ucially 

oo~ ~ted mE!.ajn.g · of gender and...sex.uality differentially. through their e,>;.(2e_rientt 9f the 

world. A. Devor comments; --
Masculine , ocialization produce masl.-11lioe bebavior pattem· and 
aspiration in the persons who experien1.;e it; persons who have been ra~sed 
to think o 1hemselves as active and aggressive competitors are not likely to 
develop a ,sexuality ba! ed on passivjty and coyness. By the same token, 
p.er ons who have grown op using older males as role models are not likely 
to cease to model tbemselve. afte( them in the fo.rmation of lheir exuality. 

bus, em-ales who have been ;c;obstaatiatly socialized in ac ordan e with 
ma culine patterns will find ma ·culinepattems of sexuality more readily 
available to them ru they enter into their own patte.ms of exual dee-ire and 
activity 1989:90-91). 

Pauiarchal ldeoloe.y as an Extra-Discursive Relationship 

JoJto B. Thompson's (1987) theoretlcal framework is complementary to a 

contextuaJJ -~tifting model of gender und sexual identity. Thompson uccinctly explain: 

how UH! meanings of dominant kleologies are conveyed as extra-di. cur ·ive _ trategies of 

dominan e. Thom1ron' · compatible definition of ideology enter on ·•· ... the way in 

whicb meaning . e.rves to establish .and su. tarn relations of dominatfo·n" (1 ':>90: 56). Lo du: 

reg;:rrd. Thomp:on makes two distinctions necessary to develop an triti al approach to 

ide-.ology th~temphasizes tht: specific relations between meaning, powel and domination, 

First, Thomp:on f-o ·u.-e on i:elatiou of domination as specifi .it.es of direct power 

relations. As Thompson argue. ; 

... po er must be duitingui.hed from clomin:ation, which is a specifo.: 
in-. tance. of in ·titutidmllly establi hed power relations ... ! almong th 



instm1ce.-:: of domination which are particularly i:mpon:ant 1n tbe modem 
w rld are tho e which involve sy ·teruatic asymmetri of power betw·.eto 
d . ·es, exes, rnce · aud nation~. t.ate, ), (1-9 7: 519). 

1l1L , lte1 tion to the trace. 1i . of domination involve a , harper focus on the wa.y 

begemoni · power relation hip directly privilege the meanings of ·orne identirie. over 

other.'. Se(.;().Dd. Thomp on argu · that language ' ' e;:entraJ to under ·tanding ideology and 

the way-... in which social meaning· upport r rations of domination. Yet; he al o 
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· d:nowled •c · thnt meaning a.re aJ ·o conveyed through images. bod fangua·ge, and other 

non-Jingu· ti xpre ion, which are regulated through the kind of dispersed power 

rel· tions idenf ed by Foucault. 

, ummarize tl1us far, the version of ideology critique explored here i. omewhat 

dif erent from tha.t utilized by Marx. l.n pa.rtic:ular, the crifrca.l view I opt for makes Lb 

tllusi· nary/my ·tifi .atiotl' conceptuaw:ation one -possibility, but not the central focw:r of the. 

uommuni ti.on of ideology within the men's movement di. com ·e on gender and 

sexuality. Tiu' p ocess involv tbe reinforcetnen·t and reproduction of dominant. :o ial 

relations and _pra tice.'5. 

D var\ research sµg e .. t that the interpellation of ideology i never gu·arame~, but 

lh· r interpeUation is more haracteristically an uneven WJ£i continual process of i>1tapreri11g 

a,id r.xpre.ssirtg ide, tity- one that can involve hegemonic trug_gle along Gramscian line. , 

Further, rh.i opens conl.:eptual spaces to under rand how new meaning · c..an .ru1face 

through t:h;mce occurrences aod new Juxta.p.osition . of e:xperienoe and meaning in 
dt cout ·e and veryday life. Tbese iMerpretarioos can be resistive and subversive througl, 

active struggl .. ou the part of indiv · dual · in op.position to tbe meanings and prac-tice.s 

expressed thrm1gh .hegei11onfr het.eJosexual. masculinlty. 

Heg~monic Heterosexual Masculinj~, 

The concept of hegemony can be applied to describe how hetero exual men <1 · a 

ocial group acqllir~ and ma·nta.io oonsen ual suppo t for their privileged :ocial p0 ition · 

rhroughoul s-ociety, on en.-ual opport implies that heterosexual roeu are not under ·to.od 

a. i:J 
1'rnHng d~<;. ,.1' but do have at es to •igruficmt economic, political and cultural controJ 

in society, nu conrrol reflect: a. ·hegemony of privileged grot1ps over subordinate group~ 

Sig,.nificantl . ongoing as ·urani.:e of th.i control require the popular support and 

mobilization of subordinated group . The hegemony hetero ·exual m.e11 have Q\.,'er other 

,group require: an ongoing struggle for dominance. but also a practfoe-ofcompromise :ind 
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ttan ·fOJm tfon. As I have argued thi ' troggle for hegemo11y involve the mobiliza1:fo11 of 

div rse ·ocial _gtoup: ~ in luding among other. teminist, gay-lesbian and "tJ1e three meo·s 
movements. 

'--.....:;..-'-i=de_oJ o.gy of hecremoni · beterosex mu m .nliru ty i a collection of ways of 

~binking and. oci~I ex pres. ··on that are so enrne lied in mafostream culture that they are 

~ely que,~tioned by mo ·t people in thefr dai)y lives. T1tis domjnant gen.d.er1sexya.Licy 

me;}.ning y tern impo. ·es .;pec.i:fic practices thaI privilege and regulate· cen:aio ex.pres ions of 

ide-micy over orbet. , Tb • rhetne · of.begetnonicr herero-ma c.tilihity (wlticb include 

competition for dominance,. h terosexi m. and vlolen e toward~ women. children i.JOd oth r 

men) reflect the actual lived pattern of power that are significant underpinning· of 

patri.ar hal ~ulrure (Frank, 1987~ 163-4). 

As I have described throughout. this chapter, the ideology of hegemonic 

heti'-ro ·ex..u.a.1 ma. culinity works to regulate social relations of gender,. :~exuality and 

ubje ·ti ·ty. Popular suppon and m billzation is expressed in everyday.-ocia1 relations. 

t-4emb.9.r1i '.th p.ofeminist.. ;nen1 
· • righ!s il'nd my_tho~:poeti movements d~ode t!1e refeJ·ent 

te-xt Qf I ~ rn nic h~1er.9 ~ex-uaf !llascnlinity in a disonified form, S·ome members accept 'the 

dominant masculine hailing in many ·are.a · of thefr live : work, family. s hool t . ~~~ers 

m ~be~i tb ·ominant c.ades by placing them in fill oppositional framework. StiJJ 

others re i t heg,emorl.i code through the contradictory ensibilities of popular culture. 

0 erall hegemonic heterosexual ma :c:ulinity is not rnplicated by all men. all of the. time, 

but in :pe ific ~odal-h1,t01ical contexts. Collectively. the three project: of the proferuinist. 

men's righ · .and roytho-poeric movements are three distinct respon ·es to hegemonic 

beterosexual masculinity. 

Summary o Key Concepts 

I) ldeo.logy contin11es to be a powerful concept to explain how form· of heterosexual 

masculinity maintain a privileged pos:ition in contemporary so iety, In general, ther • are 

wo broad, yet oppo ed ·urx.ist conceptions. of ideology: negative andposith·e. The 

negative view ref i: to a kind of di.-torted thought, and the po itive identifies the totaUty of 

form of :ocial coosciousne..'> ·or to the \.'Vide ranging, ye interconnected political idea of 

sot;ial-economic da ·ses. 

(1) Aspect. f Mar 's perspec:tive on ideology ar~ retained in my framework (a) The view 

that ideru are cre·lled b people engaged in active bcial relations in at;1 e<;onomic ;ystem. 
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Th1 · ntuterial growulinJ? i,1 soda] relations ~tains a vie.w of ideology that c not reducible to 

di. l'..OUTS and therefore is concerned wfth social relationRhip. that o_enters on lived 

experience. C.bl The t:onceptualizat:ion of ideDJogy as illu ·ion is retained as a· ignifkam 

comin-gen.t possjbility. 

( 3) T ::vo .key cm cept.s - tho e of practic.e and interpellation ~ situate ideology as a 'Ol--ial 

activity of p pJe and ·involve the power to dominate over other , (a Social pracrir:e make · 

it po ·sible to think of the activation of ideology in diverse forms of hum.arr nctivhy (i.e., 

gender and sexuaHty), Ap·art from poken ur wrfrten language. other di ~cursive site · in 

whi h id ear o,gy can be studieo in lude: body language, eJectronic images, hand signing . 

fashion an;ltitectur touch and so on, (b) fnterpellation involve internalizing and 

identifying: ideologie· ·as one's own, The "hailing" metaphor help to. convey a ense of 

h.ow langu~g; ". peaks" ro- u and how we choo'.Se to identify \.Vith vm-iou , ubjectivities. 

Di cours~· can convey different llQiectivitie created through social relations in a relative· 

unity or·disuni• . The proe-e:s of interpellation no.t only involve .hailing individuals 

thr ugh di 0our e, but a s~nse of recognition or identification by the int~rpellated .:ubjecL 

f.n arious di.-cur ·1ve· contexts individual can interpellafe :ubjectivitie.,; with or without 

power and privilege. 

t.4) Ovetall. jnterpreting social meaniJig:s of gender and sexuality i. an uneven and 

cont:extual proces . . This communication proce j contextually-shifting a people interprer 

meaning and e press them elves in frjendship networks. work relationship·, everyday life. 

Journals and :o on, A succe. sfu.J interpeUation of a hegemonic-ideology i one in which an 

individual interpret-; and expresses the It gemonic seruubilitie: through t11eir own identity-. 

ln ~onr:ra:t. oppo itional or re.sL.;;(ive identities 1nvolve a disruption in the interpel)arion 

proce :. Thi: comrnur(cationN proce ·: reflects societal disunification, fragmentatian and 

struggle in relation to varkm hegemon_ies. 

(5) The proc . · of interprefin·g ideology can be w1der tood through a contextually-shiftiflig 

co111111u_nicatiom, modeJ that involves hegemony. For th.e present purposes, tb concept of 

hegemoJ1h: hetero, exuai m~culinity can be under toad to e~pr s the ways in which 

.betero ·ex.mu men a · a group acquire and maintain coo.sen ual support for" their p1ivileged 

. ocial po ·itions. Hegemonic hetero exoal rnascullnity al.so 1nvolve actual lived patterns of 

power that are significant underpinn_ing · of patriarchal cult0.re. TI1e concept of hegemony 



al ·o i.;;onnect: with an under ·ranoing of how people "re i st" dominant id~ologie ·,: At the 

.-n 1e time 1t open· ex,planati.on of how betero-mascnlinity upports unequal and harmful 

·odal trui.:tute' and (:oe ·c· ve practices, 
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lii the following chapter Jex-plain how I collected and analyzed my data i11 order to 

explore these various theoretical con epts. I alE-o explafo howl applied Thompson's 

met:hodol'ogy · . · way of organizing the thesis in three phases; social hi torkal analy is, 

discur:ive aoaly~.- ond what TI1oropson call ''re-interpretation." 



CHAPTER THREE 

UESEAR H "METHODOLOGY 

Tnt:rndudtio.n 

ln th.i: L'.mlpter J explicitly lay ou.:t the analytica] tool$ I di cu the ethnogrnphi 

methodology utilized in colle ring the data for thl study. I also describe TI10mpsoo' · 

( l 9~0) depth h · rneneutk frumework. and how I developed it in relation to :ocial 

movement theory and the ethnographic and textuai method deployed. Thompson's 

merhodologicaJ fram wor, is es~enfril to the orgmrization of°th~ the · into three distinct 

pba · · · which I fuD y <lescrib~ further on. 
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I have emplo-yed an etlmographic appr.oach that integrate textual data. including my 

o ~ per~ot1.li jouma -. and ineet. n1y requirnment or elaborating per ·pectiv from the 

vantage point of members of the men' · movemenr. 1n part, 1 have drawn on ba ' ic 

ethnog.r.apl · c: methodologie. · de. cribed · 11 Kirby and Mc Kenna 19 9) Jorge-n en ( 19.89 ), 

Shaffu and Stebbin: (l 91) and :Sirtglet0l1 et al ( 198'8). 

The ethnogtaphi methodology is al o infonned by .the· identity ot'ented paradigm 

fn.ev,, isoda1 mo ement theory, particularly Melucci1 (1989~ 1988) concept ofNSM's as 

", ubm rge<l networks" fosterin•g ho.red c ultural sen ··ibilities. Through rh triangulation of 

the textual method:-. of frame. nanative and metaphor I endeavour to e pose the ·e 

· nt.ibllitie.s,23 My fo us is the.discovery of how meaning,, cultural sensibilitie and 

pe . onal experier e: of gender and ·exualiry are c-olJectively articulated b member· of 

each SMO in relatiou to hegemonic: hetero exual ma' uHnit:y. 

l11i · approach 1s :ignifi.C;.-ant to the analy · · '. of social mo 'emeots and iden:tity in 

everal re:pect . Fir~~ the method· make connecti.ou botween per, ona.l and coilecti e 

perception of reality. The type of metaphor: and narrative rhat individtial u. e .onvty 

culr:w·,1{/y shared mea,iings. Second, the analyst is · ailed upon to draw on hi or her 

e.q)eriential knowledge of the. ocial context. intuitive insight'\ and cultural k.no\.\lledge 10 

inr~reting the text . ll i · 1 ot con idered a bia , but.rather a po itive and intrinsic part of 

the analy i . FinaU.y, there i. a trong emphasi on the inter-subjective field of 

comrnunicarion between broader ru ·c.mw-:es and both llve<i and textually constructed 

version . of re..t.lity. 

:!J Triangulation in lv .- the Lr 1.J of tl,roe. re~earch ml!rhods ro anaJyte snaial phenon,enon. 
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A: I pointed om earlkr, mernben;.of the men's movement link their personal 

e. per:ience of endet and exuc1I identitie • wlth. th . coUecti.ve expre sion of movement 

i entity frame~. This proce s ueces itates a sensitivity to macro/micro linkage bet\veen the 

~o iul construcrion of-personal gender icterrtitie · and collective mov~ment idemtitieo;;_ I. !rave 

empharized this djfference by cootra~ting Goff01an's l 974) i.;oncept:of pers.onal identity 

.· nd frame ana·ly:is with Snow and Benford's (1992, 1986 ext.en ion (of Goffman' 

upproach) to colJei;tive action framing. 

My niethodo.logy fa in armed by Thomp 011' depth hermeneutical ·approach which 

L:mnpri. s lhree phase~ of inquiry: ocial ~h1.torh:al analysis... di ursive analysis and 

(.r Jinterpreta:tion, Tliompso11's work i · ·ignificant as.it enables a re earcher to develop an. 

tlu10gni h.ic aud di. cursive analy~i appropriate to focal conte),..1S (e g .. the ubmergecl 

network.· f SMO ·), while m"aintairting a connection to o:cial-hi&toricaJ conditio anal 

broader iJ~terpretive context (e.g .. , ideology. ·odal structures, everyday life or cultornJ 

· n ·ibilitie · ). 

Bthnographt M thodolog.y 

The r;:.thnograpbic methodology or my tudy rook form as l mapped out my 
r .sear h inter ~t. · and a serie. of questions. A Kirby and McKe1ma de crjb~. many 

re. earcJ1 projec · emerge through a re. earcher': own experiential knowledg I 9"89: 44). ( 

have de:cribed th:i: pr ce:s in the Intr.oduction, along with:. (1) . .,ome of rny own conceptual 

baggage (i.e .. intellectual rhink:ing, political perspectives and pe . onal narrative}, (2} ethl J] 

concern 3, (3) rationale "for ·hoosing ethnography and (4) tensions. and hallenge that aro. e 

for the re· earcher. MY, research question are summarized. in Appeacli:< A. The e que~tion: 

reflect an " ncl proc~ ·," since tbeir con ·truction involved a reflexive t.ack. be,Nieen ~occal 

and politi.t:al theory, literature reviews and participation in the re earch conte L. Thi. 

ptoce, w · J1eJpful 1'n accllroulating a layering of knowledge and in deepening my 

underst.and1'ng of the. three -soda! movement,;;. 

The ethnographi · data that l colle.cted .and analyzed cover· two main area ; ( 1) 

perso~rnljournaf. and research note of my participation In th . men's movement (e.g. , iJ1 

men's support groups con:dousness. rai ·h,g group protests, ·,gils and variow· other 

publicly ope11 men'.· movemenre.ven ) and (2) textual d· ta and analytic no.te of coded 

materials (e .. g. 1 publicly .available organization newslener:. conference material, books 

v mtten by pr m.ment practit\one.rs and leader .. p·oetry, persona.I letter , letters to editors. 

S 10 re ·eart:h project~ and o on). A summaiy in ppenctix B describes the. varjou group· 



partidpated in and the amount of rextUal data I gathered~ l have separate-cl the pan.iciparu 

ob~ervation tlata lmo .ind1vidu·ai di c-u ·sioo with members (o ing cod names Jo protel,;t 

m.ember' identiti ) and participation 111 SMO group·s. Overall, this work inv lved 

upproxi.mately 83 i11tormaldfsi.;u ions with individual members and au:ended 

appr xirrmtely IO 1 men' group - yielding approxima.tdy 550 page of re eurch notes 

and perso.nu.l j urnals. 
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I wa: actively :iovo·Jved in three o -jal movement or_ganizatio1r from October l 991 

until January J 9SJ3. These group., sftuated in Victoria, B.C,. were IMN (a m ytho-poetic 

gtoupl, MMAN ta men's rights group) and MNC (a profenunist group). All ofthe~e 

group: "ought the partidpation of new members from men in th general p_ublic, The data 

that I gathered i.lt Lrus time took the form of a per onal journal of niy-partidpation in vmiou -

m~n' _group· nucl events. AJtbougb I wa-n.jt formally re eru:ching these SMO· at this time. 

the in, ighL l gained were integrated into my course work on tbeo:ry, gender and sexuality. 

and into two Cana<lian SociQiogy and Anthrop.ology A·. ociation papers one oo t'.he 

political s•ignificance ohhe my.tho-poetic movement, wTirten in the winter of 19 I /92 and ,1. 

· ··ond on depth he-m1eoe-utic methociology, written in the winter o'f 1992/93. 

From Febmary 1993 r.o Dec.ember 1994, after formulating a proposal~ I 

purposefully gathered an extensive amount of textual data. continued my participati n in 

lNC cHl.d rnaiata.ined -some eonn~rioos with [MN tlirougll per ·ona1 friendsbJp . Sini..:e 

MM.AN did nor produce .an ws1etter o:r any .significant amount of textual matenaL I beg.u1 

to 1-,tud_y ne · ettt>rs from J\tIERGE. based in Calgaiy and Edmonton. Alberta and Seattle,. 

Wa~itigton. 

Although l have never attended a MERGE meeting. l found ~trong parallels in the 

lcind of politics that members artfon.latec:i, e.g .• strong reactionary view agam ·t f~JTI.io_u 

politi ~ and th women' · movement. alignment on i sue, like men'· violence. cbild 

custody 1md cti orce. and an emphasis on th naturalness of hetero exuality di ·solution of 

coercj ve gender and ·ex-ual practic<::s, and alliances with the profamily and REAL women 's 

movements. A. ell, ther · are organizational ·imilarities: e.g., both SMOs are 

hierarchically organized with a president and vice president. have task-oriented l.-Ommitte. 

and orientated develop research proJect ' repor~ ana··1obby government. Of cour, e, there 

were al o differences. MERGE:is publicly acces 'ible to botti men and women, wlill 

MMAN 1- open only to men, MERGE· a much larger organization \\dtb membership i.11 a 

number or cities. while MMAN i a small organization, comp1ised of ·a mainly ubmerged 

workplace-friend bip network . 
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( pre. ented my self 1n an open fashion ro the e gro_up:s e.g., a: a person i.nteres.ted 

1n men and rnasc:ulin.it)i is ue . Throughout my i.nvo.lvernent l made a point of disdo:ing. 

f:'rom time- to time, to i.odividuals and group . my inrorest in potentially re:ear hine rhe 
men'1-1 movement T indicar.ed the likelihood of applying the in. · gfas I gained in. my 

participation ta such a prcrject 1 mphasized that I would maintain the confi.denriali'ly of 

members' identitie ·. One concern was members wh.o identified tbemselv pubUcly in 

n N".'letter , whom J identify without a ode name. In order to maintaii1 the c nfi<leot.ia.lity 

of thest tntm\bers I make no references to t1 e11 in my parti ipant ob ·ervatfons of thefr 

SM ~-

I found the new letter to be a rich ,-ourc of k:no ledge·and in. ight into the .-ocial 

constructfon ancl .e"'.'.--pr 'ioa · or hetero-ma ·culinity. My activepa.rdcipRtion gave me a 

!astir g impression of the complexity of member' everyday lives, Still per onal i.ntervi'ew 

i..;ou.Jd: ( l) hlgblight with more prechion the tensions and challe11ges tJ1at eJUst b tween 

membe and movement'>. (2) open up the opportunity to gain.kntl\Vledge of ·pe ifi 

backgr und vm·iable:, (3) open up in-depth life histories of all members loot ju ·nho e 

wbo ger publi hed) , ( 4) enable a more precise rru.t_pping of social networks (especially 

·ubmerged networks within SMO.s), (5) pro-vide more hi.-torical insight from the 

per 'pective of lon_g-rime. member. and (6) eli. it a more variable understa11d1ng of members 

everyday lives. Again, "With the benefit of hindsight and new skills, a researcl1er o_uld 

make thi · an empowering and transfo.rmative pro ess for movement partidpa·nts. 

A · Appendix B indi ates, ( divided the texmal data into. p.ritnary and econd.ary 

texts. I examined p,ri.mW), text in great detail to expose movement and \vider cultural 

cliscours~. SMO mobilization strategies, SMO organization, ocial m_oven;iem networks, 

TTJen'lbeP-> de:ciiption: of their ev'eryduy e}..--perir:mces and members culttrra.l ensib.ilides on 

gender and sexuality. Tiu-ee newsletters encompa s research in this section: fo·lan;d Me11, 

Th 0 MERGE Jaw·n.al and Men's . etwoi'k News._This involved coding 23 ne.w letter· or 

1 )7 p_a.g of te t e.g., article:. po try, letters to the editor e.tc.) and led to 219 pages o 

,malytic note . 

I cho e tile., ne.w letv rt. as primary .text over others for even:il reasons: ll) MNC 

and [MN l ave gained .·ome national and rritemati nal status as representative profemini ·t 

nd mytho-poe_tic S 10➔, re pecti.vely, (2) MERGE, I.MN and MNC appeared to bave 

some organ izational long 'ty and broad based membership to continue pubushin'g, (..:1) 

I.MN and Mi .C were ea~ily acce . jble organizations both in tenns of geographical· location 

and publfo adverti ing or new male member hlP. and (4) l bad suf.ticieotquantitie of each 



ofthe tlu·ee newsle.tter for analysis. I obtained the ful l complernen"t of the- LI i.· ue~ of 

Island Men publi hed, 7 i ·~ues of Me,i"s Nenyork News and 5 Ls:ues of/The MERGE 

Nev.-', -fetter. I determined from my survey o ·a11 the textual infom1ation I gathered that at 

le-tllit 5 · ' ue · wer" required for analysi ·, in tenns of: ( 1) covering a wide ~0011gh. ran_ge of 

r ue.· tfou ouJd be compared ith the other primary texts. (2)provid.ing description o 

S 10 allie. and opponent , (3) advertiifog S1.v. 0 acti irie · events and resources. (4) 

op~o.ing th~ opponu.niry to draw ou1 iatious cultural di cours . on gender and ~exualiry 

and (51 dh: lo ing a igcrificant amount of 1i1etnbers e:xperienc • and perceptions of 

per:-.onal and coUecti've i.dentitie-s. 

l relied 011 :e (,nd&ry texts to provide· a degree of reliability. Thi· iny.olved 

c.:oinpafing_ codes that ~merged in tl1e anul y i process of MERGE~ lMN .and MNC te:Kts 

with my n~ading of th~ wider ·aropling of s.ecoru:lary texts, ~spec:ially of oUlt:,r S MO 

ne Jetter . . The econdary texts tha1 r accu.rtn.clated are exten ive and s:u.nttnurized in 

Append.ix B. 

Frame. arrative and MetapJ10r Analy. ·is 

Frame, nurrn ive and m~t~phor analy ' · provid~ a o.seful n;iethodo).ogi~~ b~~ i $ for 

analyLing ideology, Th se concepts xefle t the wa · in which people construct and 

communicate their direct expelience and perceptions 01 the. world. As a combined 

metltodology, frnme, oai;rative and metaphor analysis can give uniqlle insight into 

ommwncation. The ... e method allow one to ·ee bow .abstract discourse· on gender and 

ideolo0 y connect -with the interpretation and expression of identity in everyd<)y life. 

The ·e di .cu ·ive tools are useful ways of coding, omng and analyzing te tualdata 

ob.t 1inoo 'from joumal or archival work. Por example, metaphor analysis is a JJseful way 
of ma.ppi:n_g a.nd un;u;narizing texrnal data a it maintain a ensitivity to the meaning · 

anveyed by· the participants. Th.is is e:·pecially .impmtant in under. tanding extra-di cunive 

phenomena., like ideology. which an: emb~ddiW in complex discourse that appear to be 

remove<i from our everyday e.:xperience··. Finally, me,taphot riarra.tive and ·frame a11aly-h,· 

are all compatible wjtb other methods uch as social-.bistorical aod imerp1:eriv am:itysi -, 

The oncept of.frame has it.." otirJn " in the fields of .social-psyohology. cognitive 

psyuhology and artificial intelligence and lrns been effectively applied in aoalyse of 

advertizing and political discDurse (Donati, l 992~ 140; Goldman, 1992). Psychologically. 

memories, p~rceptiau~ of events or experi.enc.es are □ever a cotnplete comprehension {in 

terms of aU po · sible component part . Framing provides a ""11.Y of condensing va ·r 
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arnoum of ia1Iy con. tructed mearung_ 

How p ople frame their perception: of reality Cllil vary '~gnificantl.y, T11fr i · 

partially becau e mean.iJlgs are du tered together and are socially interpreted by people 

th;rou,gh J nguage and other ·ign sy terns. ln broad terms 1 a frame functions .1. a ynt.he. i!:; 

of meaning · ba ·eel on :-;hared ocial knowledge and experiences that helps people 

i:o-rumuni ·ate perception, . storie- , .image/), idea . enslbilitie.· and o on, about llfe-. 

The lramin6 devices _described by Goffman (] 974, 1963) _and Snow and Be.nford 

( 1992.. 1986} are helpful in.djsti.nguishing. the pe · anal expression of gender identities from 

·olJ i.ve action frames. Goffman de 1vribes a whole range of semiatfo code ' or "key ·11 

which go into he.fra,,-zing and p:resentatio1 of per ·onal identi_ti_es and cultural belilf . Hi 

work make · a ,. ignificant move away from rhe psy hology of individuals to the- ·oi.;ial 

pro ess through which people locate perceive ~wd define themseJve (Goffman, 1974; 74). 

in developjng Goffman'' con ept for my own p1.1rpo ~ , emphasized the ongoing 

i.11terpret.atior1 and articulation of e1.i..lrural sensibilities. that 1s how they are reflected iD 

gender .identt frame . The emphasi, on sensibility reflects the e:xpetiei;itial and ocial 

processe · i.o: oived in interpreting and expresshig meaning and con tructio:g gender 

identitie. . ch as.ideology. To under rand how member frame their per anal identitie. l 

explore their l,,Jltural ·ensibilitie (_e.g .. what does it mean to be a man) with th i.r 

consll1Jction of identity in daily life e.g., how they respond "to challenges to th .i.r 

identities). 

now and Benford have taken Gotfroan·.- work in a new direction by .consideri.n_g 

frames strategically, as ollective action d :vi1.;es. Collective actionfrumes. are ".i.llterpretive 

schematil" that higlilight certrun issue or coocems as unjust, attribole blame to individuals 

or pr ce ,'e and identi.tY olut1on_.- for resolution through collective action (Snow and 

Benford, 199"2; 137}, 

... w ·ee .movement organizations and actors a · actively engaged ·in the 
produ -tion and niaintenance of meaning for constituents antagonists, ,JJld 
by tancle.r or ob erver This productive work may involvi:, the . 
amplification a11d enen · on of e,~ste t meaning , the tran formaboo of old 
meaning · and the ·gener ti.on of 11e.w meanings {Snow et al. 19.86). We tho: 
view movemeu as functioni11g i"n part as signifying ageo~ that often are: 
deeply embroiled1 a.long with the media lo _al ·government · and the state. i.rr 
what has been referred to aptly as _the 'politic~ of . ign.ification' (Hali 19 2) 
( now and Be,n!ord. 1992: 136). 

The foru 011 tJJe d.iscttrsive politics or' movement: struggl~ · applie:d i.n this 



analy i co inve. tigate bow coOective aotion frames challenge or support the esmblisbed 

hegemony of heterosexual m,Ls;culin'ty and how the frames o .movement int 1Jei..:toal ' 

corre ond wit}1 those of movement at.:tiv· t , 
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ln ea.Gh of the th.ri;e 'ocial moven1e1 ts I aiml zed member linked their frmn!ng of ,_ 

p.~ onal gender m1d ·exual identify with the co~tive expression of ntovemen l uctiou 

frames. The c.omm.on ten-(litt a ro, s these two leveLt of analysh.1 i · the sadal construcrion ,,f 
mea11i11g · 'l!i'irhin subnv...rrged social ,ietworks and throu rh discour .. e. As l discuss in 

Chapter Foor. tbi interpretive proces varies acros~ the organization of SMO and 

mobilization · of the three mov~ments, The uneven and contextual nature of this 

L:Oromunic---ation proces led me to ernpha ize. the macro/micro linkage,· - that i:<;, the 

relation h.ip between the fr.aming of per onal identity and the rarning of colle ·ti · e identity. 

111 linkage of the_<;e two ets of subje t position is such that cultural ens.ibilitie,· ,. SMO 

u trviti and ideologies are closely aligned or complimeintary, A I meolioned earlier in 

Chapter Two, . now and Benford I'efer to this proce as frame alignment ( 1986: 464). 

My Intel' ·tin hegemonic het~rnsexuaJ rnru culinity inyolves understantling how 

members of the men's movement have interpreted the dominant sensibilities f how to be a 

hct rosexual man in the fo e of lmllenges to these ensibiliti s. In relation to frame 

aoalysi•s... the key questions are ho do member frame their own per ·ona.1 id ntities in 

relation to ti e dominant ·ensibilitie, on gender and exnaliry and how i this arncufated as 

part of a i.:ollective a 6on frame Md how are these symbolic strategie · used ro mobilize 

incumbent and new men1bers. 

In what follows I link Lhe analysl. o.fper-onal iden't.ity frame and collective identity 

fnm1G wirh the ana]ysi · of narrative and metaphor. Th.is approach to analyzing iden.city 

focn:e~ on the di· ·overy of how meaning~. coJtm:al s~osibiliri'es and per ona'J experience!'> 

of gender and ·exuailry are colJeotively articulated by members of each SMO. Appendix E 

proviclt -· a detailed example of how I apply frame. narrative and metaphor anal :,;is and 

Appendix F le cribe · validity a11d re.Liability is •ue with regard to the ·e methods, 

Thompson refer , to metaphor and narrative analysi as key instance: of.di ·t:omse 

anal , i (Ilwmp ·on l990: .65 and 89). He comments tl1at "f al narrativ.e may be regarded 

bro1dl.y ~'Peaking, a· a .discour . which recounts a , equence. of events - or as v;ie 

commonly say which tdJ a . tory1" (Thomp. oo, l 990: 288 . Similarly "f m]etuphor ma 

dis:imulate :oc.:ial relation, by representing them, or the individuals and groups embedded 

111 them. as endowed wirb chara~,:eri ·tk which they do nor literally posses, thereby 

-ace ntuating c~rwin feature at the expen e of others and harging them with a po.'icive or 
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negative ·ens~.., (Thomp on. 1990: 63 ). To amini11 0 . metaptmrs an'd namirives in a text · · a 

ke_, i.:omponent LO.illuminating culttm.LI :en 'ibiliri · involved in ~o 1))tnxcting personal 

jdentity · ame:s and how 1.be e form to articu]ute collective action framewor, ·. 

The inv tigation of nwrdtive structure has u a·a.d..ition in literary theory, but there i 

aJ ' O a bai:kground for it in the ·ociaJ ·ciences, In particular, femini t. ociologist~ and 

anthropol g' have developed narrative techniques as mean:; to interpret warner{ live 

(Sbas.tak l 9X9). I apply narrative analysis to expl'ore movement identitie mid to highlight 

. hared cuhurn.l sensfbi licies e.xpre&sed through tory telling- as 'i'n Bly'· hmi Joh11, or 

men' movem~nt narratives about the Montreal Massacre, How th ·e stories are told ~uid 

interpreted t.:01weys hared (.:Ulrural ·en.'ibilitie about identity and how identity i~ framed in 

elation to id ol'ogy. 

Identity gets coherence by locating oc:ial r~Iations in a ·equence .of unfolding 

e ent:, Th.is i. partia.Uy bee.a.use narratives provide a euse of dire. tion and me;lt)l.flgful 

explanation of, ocial I' Jatiow. · well members eem to make sen.'e of their experj nt..:es 

nnd relation hips w.itb others through narrative, Gergen (198-8) argue. that by tying event-s 

Lo. a larger ·tory pe.ople are able ID tnoke sense out of a parricu.lar event Namitive analysis 

at o beJp'i to make ense of more expansive. ocial/i ulturaL politi.cal-eoonomic and 

hi. torica1 phenomena relevant to p_~opk!. everyday lives. Narratives are often haped and 

encoded v-.iirh cuJturaliy vaJaed meanings- as in the connection that some rnember.· make 

between the socio-biological stodes of the ''fight for mvival in the animal k:ingdom" and 

rn n s "natW'a.f,.,. predi po · tion toward aggression. Finally narrative analysb, tie · into a 

study o · metaphors becau e metaphor ' are cJo ·ely connected to and haped by the qualities 

of a .. tory-. 

~xploring the u,·e of m:etaphor ln discourse i .a further me-&as of under t-anding 

how ,t"oDectiv and pe .·onal identitie are framed. A .metapbor is a relational Gonce.pt. TI1e 

-meaning of one event. experience or object are implied to describe another event. 

experience or object. ft i a way ofcommunicati..ag by using hared experiences, 

interpretation · itnd .imageu. Lakoff and.John ·on (19 'Oa., J 980b) preseor convincing 

arguments that the us of metaphod not just a matter of poe:tic imagination but e .. sential m 

con~timring a.lid co:mrnani:cating everyday meanings, including identity. 

The significant question in metaphor analy j · is how people u. e them. Metaphorit:al 

concept. are formed relative to cultural, time and place activitie and experienoe . TI1erefore. 

researcbe- :hould not expect to find exactly the same metaphor: or me.aning · i1tra : 

cultural c.ontexts. Stanl'ey Deer,z (19-X4) in his review of metaphor analy is _argue · that the 
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interpretive approat:h aims to de ·cribe and expJuin the strueture of buman experience, 

~'letaphm de.cribe one' own experien e in tetms of a not.her: hlhinking. 

e.xperienci.J1E! and acting iu a culture are ba ·ed upon grand ;ystems of meraphon;· (Deetz.. 

l91 3: 218). Tbus. metaphor· are not merely words or language, .but a refle uon. of human 

thoughtproGe-·. e"'. etaphor are ways of seeu1g based on shared experiences. In a~iy 

culrur, th<' mnst commonly use.d meraphers delineate the meanings af.shaJ·ed life 

'rperieuces. 

In :mnmary, my inter.est in applying frame, narrative and metaphor a11aJy~i.s center 

on delineating shared cultural sensibilities in relation to patrrarcb.ul id~ology. Haoh of these 

mode· of di. com analysi hlghligh.t a. certafo aspe1.;:ts of the cultural rneani'ng.1, of 

hetero-rna" ulinity. Ultimately the method provide in ight u1to th~ way. in wh.i h 

me-mben: of each movernent W'ticulnte. their mobtlization and l_;ollective action strategie . 

A Depth !:lenneneotical Frnme\vork for Analysis 

While my analy ·· draws upon the methodological techniques of ethnography and 

di: urse :maJy -,, the ·tra:teg,y for thi · study may be described as depth henneneutical. in 

Lhe ·ense employed by John Thompson, Thomp on's framework takes the analy i · of 

ideolog,y one tep farther than niost cultural theorist through what be call the 

melhoclology of depth hermeneutics. Depth hermeneutic ·, first developed by Paul Ricoeur. 

enables a· re ear<.:her " ... to develop a m""tnodologica] frarnew.orkwhich .i. oriented toward · 

the interpretation { or re-in!erpreta.tion) of m€a.o.ingful phenomena. but in which diffe-rent 

type · of analy i . a.o play Ie;gi'timate and mutually supportive role '' (Thompson, 1990: 21 ). 

TI1omps.on's approach draws on various method of sO'cial. hi torical and Clllmral analysi. 

to highlight differenteJements of ideology .. While uny particular method may have 

we.ikne es and Limits, I have foand that the "triangulation'' ofvaci:ou contex:t:ually-)-pecifi~ 

fonns of analysj '. as partial tage . works to ttengthen the overall framework in teni1, of 

it'li reliability {Singleton et al, 1988: 360-362 aud Thompson, 1990! 21 ). 

Thompson's fra111ework orient.· this project w examine the way ,. i11 wh.ich fratnes 

are created and in~rpreted by people in their daily life. In other words, 'Tbo01p on argue 

for a "berrnrneutics of everyday )if; ,. as a fundamental and una\loiclable starting point 

;ociologic\11 inquuy.24 [n ThotrtpSOJ1 1 word \ 

14 There are igni ,· anl clifferencesjn Thompson,. . vi~w flhc every u1y world compared to Dorothy Smith 
( 199! )who oxpl res "everyday lire" conceptually. Fifst, Thompson'~ approach make~ 1:1 methodologic.aJ 
h.reru<. wi1h we everyday world~ preferring ft ll ·nncnc:mticr of ev ryday life "in re-latfon" Lo his m(fl'e gen~rnl 



63 

... the deptb-hem1eneutical approach must be ba. ed. so far as pos. ibkt up n 
an eluddation of the- ways in " h(ch symbolic form.t are i11te1prt'ted an.d 
tf!rdet food by the indi1 irluals who produced and rereived them lu the 
row·, e of ch ,;,- everyday fry s: this ethnographic rnornent i an ~di 'p~mmble 
prelltninary to the depth-henneneuti al approaob. By m ans of mterv1ew~ 
p•articipant observarioo and other kinlts ofethnographk re ear h, Wt' can 
reconstruct the way . in which symbolic forms are interpreted and 
under ·,toad in Jhe varied contexts of ocial life" (jtalic rni.ne. Thompson\ 
1990: 379). 

There are .three analyti:cally distinct pha~·e whioh comprise. the deptJ1 herme.oeutic 

fram work: ·ocial-hi tori ' al analys' , di cur ive analy is a:nd (re).i.merpretation. 

Phase On ~: -Soci.aJ-HJstorical Analysis 

The firt phase in the depth hermeneutic approach involves social-historic·Ll 

allilly. i:. 1n broad terms, thi. pha e analyzes the hl torical context, the (;ulmral sen. ihilitie~ 

or. ooial convention and Lbe social institution~ wiUlin which ideologyi conveyed 

(Thomp_~on 1990: 282). Firstly ocial-hi. toricaJ analy i focuses on the identification .of 

. pe ific ·pacio-temporal . ·ettiog in which ide.ology is interpreted and ·expre. ed. Secondly, 

thi pha:0 e e;an1ine U1e opportun.rties for int.eraction in which. in,divlduals utilize variou: 

avt.1ilable type· and quautitie, of "resource·''· (Thomp on. 1990: 2 ·2 _ Thirdly. the analy. t 

exp.l0te lhe ocia1 in titutions involyed, that is ''.«the clus.ter of rule re ources and 

relatiOJ whkh con titute them, to tra e their development through time and to examine the. 

practke, und attitudes of the:incuviduals who ai..:t. for t11em and within them (Thompson, 

1990; 282.J. 

Thomp.-on empbasize~ that ·oda1-hi ·torical analy :is is essential ro the tudy o 

ideology be.cau e Jd ologie ure not free fJoaang di ·cursive reJacion "~ but are ones tb.at have 

an extra.,d.c c-twive character_ Ideology ha_ a referential connection with :ocial structure 

(e.g.., capitali m. lletero. ~xlsm. patriarchy ere • . Sodal-historical analy i i - a way of 

groundiJ1g the oth€\r levels of analy · . Two chapters of my study pertain to this first pha. e.. 
the a:re: Chapttrr Orte - ocial~Historical Development of the Men's Movement and 

bapttr Fom·-Comparative Analysis of Movement Organization and Mobilizatio.o 

dep1h-henn~euLical appron ·h (Thompson, 1Q90: 2 O)_ Th.is separation,parce.&· daily Jifo in a wny that 
mil h's approach clo ·s n 1t, ll oolllci be demo tn\ted that this separation qm resn.11 in the ,bjec1ificatio11 of 

J· I· lif . in Jlfl.Or\ of Thom son, l emplulSize how hi.~ •meilip,Jology encoumges a breuk wilh ollj~ctivi.~1 
pcrspecti.v · Uv.iL Jeoy 1he partk ipa.nt,'!:: and. r0.-,ea!'ther's int<::rpretiv -;dewpoints .. 
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Strategies. 

The 'ocia.l h1 .roricaJ anal)' ,,.. .in Chapter One to.ok form with the development of a 

ne ,·ble and coher nt ocial movement typology ba:ed on the categorie of critical~ 

reactio1)a . nd new age sociaJ movemenr . Apply.mg 'uL:h a typology is a ]ogie-al e ten ion 

of Thompson'· framework; he mg-oe tba "We can analyze a ·field as a ·pace of position 

and~ et of trajecto.rie '. wh.ich together determine relatfons between iru:l:ividuals and ~orue 

of the opportunities uvaiJabl<:: ro rhem'·' (Tho mp ·011,. 19 0, 282t The ategbri¢ ,of crhlcal, 

new age arni r tit<'t ionary closely reflected the clbunified politics, competing cultarnJI 

en . .-biUties ~nd <liffere11t mobilizatfon ·trategies within men' movements. A recurring 

problem in the ·odal-historical analyst -centered on th.e followin_g question; js the men' 

m11vernent i -a ·ingle movement wi.th different factions or a range of polltic~y diver-~ and 
cultw-all di ' mufied movemenrs. 

The typology described in Cha.p.teJ One is ll6€ful on an analytioal level in terms of 

cl~trl)' delineating, the avail.able opportuniti . for politica1 action. Researcher: have 

inve-stigated rJ1e profemlnist, men's rigl.lts and mytl.lo-poetic movtmeot ih <:ijv~r · ways, 

yeJare almost alway limited to a de criptive Level. Moreover the lackof typological clarity 

concerning the men's movement has eventuated in a raft of contradictory findings. Some 

writers oomhin•e the three: movements togethc:T a: a s.ingle movement with diverse ·"wings,.'' 

"factiom:" or "branches" (e.g.1 Astrachan 1986: 293; Ei ler 1992: 47: Harding 1992: 

~l ), Other· id¢ntify a 8in,gle· men'· movemer:n with yarying poll.ti al per ·pectiv (e. g,, 

Clatterbaugh. 199(); 9; Hag.an, ·1992; xi~. Others.de cribe a men's tnovement that mutate. 

from one pe1 ·p ~rive to:another (e.g. Pah1di, 1991: 307; Parreli, 1992: 307). Other 

id"'ntify one movememt (j,e .• ~ither the}nytho-ipoetie;i proferninist, or men• · tights 

movement), as "the real men's mo ement'' OT "tiie. men's c0unter~movement" ( .g .. 

Ro.ether, 1992: 14~ Adair, 1992: 56- Yo~g, B., 1993.; 313) ilrtd ·till other- qu_e ·tion the 

legitimacy of applying the c-ortcept of ocial movement to these. divers J form of ma c uHne 
politics (e.g., Carrigan et aJ 1987: 162; Young, B., L993: 324; Astrachan, I J 6.: 290). 

I used a wide ·ange of tex to tnap out the historJcal developme11t of the, three 

movenietJt'i. i:nclnding: academic re 'earcb 011 fhe men's mo.vement, popular books about 

men and theprim 1y and ,ecoodary text: highlighted ip Appe.Qdix B.1 identified tl;le 

variou · L'.onte.x.t in ·which the three moveme:ti emerged, oon, idered the collective 

:en.' ibil ities that brought each movement together and .examined the sunound.ing sociaJ 

.scructun:- and opportunities for political accion ·ince the J 970s, As well. I analyzed the­

perspeclivt-s of varioos n1ovemem intellectual as d1ey resonated with the ensioilitie · f 
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movement m~nbe . ,25 

Chapter Four i · a eantinuatiou of the social-hi. torical analy is, one rhat i informed 

by re, ource mo ilization theory (RMT). My r.ationale for u ing RMT i · th Lan analysis of 

mobilization and organization wiJ I she.cl light on the way · i:n which eaoh movement utilize·s 

Hable kiU: and resomce· ro construct and irculate ,.;y,nbolic f rms-'-vhich i~ L 

requirement of Tbomp ·on' depth hermeneutic analysis. R.MT is a ·e±'ul in exploring 

t;Ontextual proc . e, f rnovement activ1ty, e.g .. , the mobilization of incumbent member: 

and new re ·ruin:, the organizational dynamics and the trategics used to take advantage of 

p-0Ii.ti_,c1l opportu.niti (Carr.on. ·1992: 38). S'peciftcally, this phase of th .'ociat-hl~torical 

ana.iy ·i in · ti gates.: (1 l the colleative eusjbllitie, of SMOs as a.reflection of the member' 

Ii d expt>1ienc>s (whkb involves an jdentifi ation process with movementtramewor -. 

and mobilization ·trate.gi ), (2~ the organizarionaJ structure .and resource. 01obiliz1tlon of 

varioo, organiz.atioo and (3) strategie aucl methods by whkh ac.tivist.s aim ta aohieve their 

vision of change. 

The analytical chapter of this thesis were mainly based on textu-al data. The 

iJJial ·i $ of textual data began with the development of a , erie of codes·. I applied these 

codes to the three SMO newsletter (i.e., tie primary texts) and to r;ny researohjournals and 

note ·, The code. ure identified in Appendix C and carre·spond to re ·earch qu tions 1n 

Appendix A. I have. summarieed the proces of ·on tructing textuaJ code. in Append:i '· D. 

TI1e oding ~chema clasely mirrored my resear.oh questions for each hapter. which were 

created through tt refl~xive pro ess berw.een the-.. ory ... 1iteramre and research context. Th 

r arch c ntext\VH · firmly ingrained in the onstruction of metbodology, application of 

theory and identification of que ·tion ·. Consequemly. I found that once my data were 

coded~ I could .identify patterns, co_ntradi tion·. and sen.sibjliti s within MOs and make 

compai-r·on: Hero 1' MO . 

. ., ., m vcnieot imetiec111al refer.· 10 a wise, knowledgeable and easily ide11tified member .of a . ocial 
movemcnL Movement imcllectual am d~ly repr_e~entoo as articulating idcologit!. in IJlO'i'ement 
discourse . 1 ul unlike hierarchical lea.de hip. clo not' c mmand more clitec1. control. Instead. th~y mticulate a 
type r discurslve inOut!nce ie. >tS OJ1 exemplar of move1mrn1 ideas illld sooinl meanings fut gender and 
sexuality). 



Ph e Two~ Discursive Ana.l:y is 

Toe ."econd ph.i ·e in tlepth hermeneutics is .known a di curslve analY'L. 

TI10mp on de-s ribes thi ' proc~ss as thein 1e:tlgation ofideology a.'3 complex cultural 

construction which display an articulated tructur . H"' contend 1hat 1·((Jhe forms of 

d.i:course wlticl1 e, pr:e. "ideology must: be vie ed. ·not onl a socially and b:istori(;aUy 

·itua.ted practii.:e or products. I ut also a lingui ti constructions which di ·play an 
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artiouJated .strut;ture" ( hompson. 1987: 526). Chapter Five - Di cursive Analysis oJ- the 

Core Frmning Ta within So ial Movement Organizations - contains tbe uffe wor · of 

this pha.-e: of tl1e analy ·i~i. The analy i at thi: stage centered .on investigating how 

ide logit:.ul com,i"d.eration are central to the fonnatlon of movement politics. Tn order to 

.laborare on the wa · SMOs mobilize belief and ideas. especially in relation to p·a.marchal 
ideology. Tfoctl. on the core Era.ming ta ks prevalent in movement.discour 'e . . : now and 

B~nford ( l 98 . ) refer ta rh se framing ta. k as diagno tic (j .e., constru!,.:tion of the 

problem), prognostic i..e .. con trucrion ot ~ oluti"on) and motivational (1.e, , a all to 

action)-

Thi pha.-e of inquiry i.nvolved a second more spe ific analysis of the coded r.extu 

data,. espe~'i· Uy emphifsizi.ng the. ways in which the 1.,bre framing tasks are ·con..,rructed in 
relation• to patriur(.;hal ideology, l.nitially, I developed nine charts Oike the one io Appendix 

Gl in .order to map om orne of the.coded data, Tb.is. included mapping: {l ) the range of 

culturnl ' ensibilities on heterosexual mas _ulinity • . 2) Che frame aJlgrunent between 

mov~n"'lent intellectual: and a~tivists, er lhe SMO allies and opponen .-, (4 the SMO 

mobilization i-,trategie.1 , available resources ·with di cursive strategies (5) the problen and 

s lutiou · i.dcntified io movement discour_e.s. (6) the purpos and go-als of eu.ch SMO, (J) 

the types of muratives in.relation· to the article topic, (8) the S·MO reactions to chalienge-'5 on 

tl-i-eir ge,nder and exuallty with discursive. trat.egi' al1d (9) the SMO mobilization 

"trategiesA discurive trategie-s with member's vi ions of gender relution . I decided not to 

fol1ow through with tbe i:nappin,g of all of lhe.<re tables becan:se of time and paL-e limita.ti.on. 

of this pro_1ecr.. lnstei:1c.l, I developed tab.le nun1ber 7 into Appendix G ~ Di cur. ive 

Analy.-i~ of SMO ewsl . trer Content. 

ppend.iX G umroarize the maln n-arratives drawn on by writer in: each of the 

S 10 o w. letters by lhe article topic_. I de oribe this process of a□alysi in Appendix H -

Summury of Na:rra ·ve Cod ·' for Appendix-G Data ·and in Appendix J- Coding 

Proc..:edures for Appendix G Data. l c-on rructed this 'ummary in ·order to .iden~y how 

members responded to ruious topic . PoJ example. did a given SMO apply a wider or 
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narrow.er range or narrative than other · (e.g., pm~try, story telling, myth, di. closure of 

per ooal experience and o on) or did ·ome. SMOs apply critical analysis more than others 

in the te. r l obtained? The 1..ading enabled rn . to ·ctentify and cornpare: (1) th ·artii:ulation 

of eompeting perspective , (2) cons1stenr pattern· on a given topi~, (3) ten jort· in the wuy 

"' Oi. fram.e their con em: and ·rrategies and (4) clo ·ters of responses by SMO" on 

various topic: and :ilencet on other . 

In the proce.' , I al.' · sought to gei an approximation pf the gender brnakdown of 

writers in each new letter. Writer were identified s men or omen based on their name,. 

thelr ow11 di d .o urn of their gender and· the poitll of view ofthe writ~r e.g., wife. 

hu band. mother, father, etc.). I a.I sod yjded writer· into tbe catego.rie. of (l) articles 

reprin d from another publication ·and (2 SM.O members. 

Phase Three: Re-lnterpretation 

111e third phase in Th.ornps011' depth hermerreuti framework is termed 

i.nterpremtion r ''re-i.nterpretatioo." Re.1.nterpre:tation pointss to a more in-depth interprntation 

of find1ng·. On its awn th1 , ph::i ·e of analy i •. appears to be Jes sy t~mati1.: and rnnre 
~reacive than t.h . pre iou~ t\vo phases. l have applied this pha e ·of aualy-i a the umrnar 

1.:_hap.ter to the _the-i .. Phase three · facilitated by the discursive analysis. but distinct in that 

discorsiv.e anaJysi:s attemp to dec.onstruc.t and unveil patterns and deyj ~ whkh operate 

c1nd are co11:tituted within di cursi've form (Thompson, 1992:. 289). Thom-pson argue that 

''/ h/owever rigatous and systemaric the metJwds offorrt_,al or dt cursive. anolysis may be. 

theJ cannot abolish the need for a creative constructio,1, ofrneaning. that is. far an 

inrrrpretive explication of wlw.t is repres 'nted or what is satct' (Thon1pson, I 990~. 289). 

Re-interpretation build upon the. analytical in,"ighr· of the previous two phase \ but 

·1nvol es ''-,.a new movement of thought it proceed by ynthes.is, by the creati e 

on trul:tion of po ·sible meaning" (Thomp on. l 990: 289). Rein1erptetation relic's 01i the. 

1 ",\earcher' 1-'.l'eadve abilities to e.1pli are and elaborate o,i the ways in which cultural 

meanings. and practices are communicated i,i a wider context- t:hat i.... the "refere.miat 

a peel' .ofsymbolir forms or con. trUt....'tions (T11ompson. l99'0: 289). 

The Condusion ~ A Re-Interpretation of Findings - ·explores the vari'ou politic" l 

projects of I.he Lhree movements e amined in the previou·· levels of analy ·i · The theoretical 

focu,· i),, to under t.and the political significan e of plunilizing identify. A central question i.: ·. 

whc:tber or not a 1.,;11ltural politic:,; of masc.ulinity offer , a ·t:ontext in which to l,·re.are liberntory 

ide:ntitie~ that stand in oppo. ition 'to he·gemonic: het.ero-n:iasculinity or a culturaJ space in 



68 

bid1 patriarchal idl! logie: g tin ne energy for mobilization·? 



CH PTER .FOUR 

COMP. RATI E AN.ALYS£ OF MOVEMENT ORGANIZATIONS AND 
M0BILIZATI0 . STRATEGIES 

lnrroduction 

A : ignificant finding raised in Ch.apter One. is lhat three disti.n-cc movement-.; have 

developed in,:e the 1970s. The profo.m:inist movement was the fir t •ne11's mo eroe))t to 

form. Th e members rook advantage of p0Jib1..,al opp.orrunities created. by the early 

women'., movement mobilization: .. Although changes have OCCUIJ'ed, ·the mobiHzatiollo 

:trate.gies of profeminists have con .i tently ought to dhalleoge patriarchal identities aud 

-.trurture.-. 171e rnen1 
• ri__glits movement grew out of a widespread ch~content with i.;hange. 

in 'arnily 'U:Ui..:t • tran:formation in gender relations (in work and educational colite ts, 

or instance) and fo1ninist mobilizations, Thy mobilization strategie,· of the 01en's rfghrs 

movement are orgauized urnund an equal rights framework - one that tries to disrupt 

f min.i ·r ·trategi .· and to uppon conventional subje tivities for men and women. Men'. 

rjgh . ctivists in e:-tigate what they ee· as extensive yet unrec.ogni:zed harm don to rnen in 

:-;peci re ·n Jal, legal and psychological context , Finally, Lbe. mytllo~poeti movement 

mobili.zed in the late l9 0' . Mytho-poetic activi rt 'took advanta·ge of the desire by many 

of itS inernbe,r · r.o .explore emotional angst. fear and in ·ecurity of he'tero exual masculinity. 

This turn · e-x~plified in the way mytho-poetic participants link petrsonal growth and 

introspection with the experie.nces of heiJ1g in comrnw1ity with other men in upporr 

group, < 

Urilike in Chapter One .. the analysi to follow focuses on rhe mobilization sir tegi~ 

of spec-ifo.: SMO ·. l e;-;amine tour -MO,~; The Movement for the, E tablishmem of Troe 

Gender EqLJality (MERGE), Men, Mentorjng and etworking (MMAN), Island Men's 

t:work ( 1.N) und Men's Nt,twork: for hange (MNC). As the final section for pha e one 

- so ial hi. toricai anuly is - J apply resource mobilization theory (Tilly 197. ; McAdam, 

McCat_thy and Zald 'i 98 ) co analyze ( J) th organization of SMOs and mobili21a.1fon of 

· MO re. ource , (2) the mobilfaatioo strategies and methods by which ·e.acb SMO has wk.en 
ad .antage of politic-al opportuniti~ amt (3) r.he prooess of frame alignment. Frame 

aljgnmen1 i the link between individual and collective orientation:· or frames. 

Overall, the purpose of this cbapter is to .i.delitify how material resources and :kill. 

are used by .activists to pursue-S MO strategie~'> - lhat is to mo.bilize. These mobjJiza ti.on 



·trat:egie · an than b compared and ~ed .to identify rb.e kind of ·ubj_ect position,· or 

jdern.iries opeo to me11. wiLhln each political perspective.::iti 

A . I di cus. ed in the previous d1~pter RMT i ireful becaus.e ~m .analy" · · of th 

mobilizatlon strategies of each mov ment pinpoints how a ailable re ources and skill ar 

u-.ed to con. truct ymbolic; form ( uch .a-s ma:.culine id ntirie ). And, the deli11eario-(I r,f 

resoune used in the con tructiu11 of symbolic forms is a requirement of Th .rnpson's 

dr:pth ht.:rm,:neuric mer,Jzodolog ,_ 
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The value: of RMi i.n ·. tructuring thL· aspect of .the ocial-hlstmical ar:ialy~i.· is the 

view of "movements ascoUe tive aolors" (.Carroll. 19 2: 6). A5 I di"cus e.d in 'Chapter 

Ow. the tlu·ee m~n• movements have traditionally been analyzed as a ·ingle 1uov~inent ­

a tuck leading to. the ri1isperceptio.n that men' movement politics is inhereotly irrationaJ ~u1cl 

contradictory. RMT focu ·es n the ocial o ganization of movementpolitit..::-., that i.- ht w 

I' ·ource_ (e.g .• a tivi. . labour rim · and skilli, technical mode -of communi ation a.ad 

tiua.ncial re. Otu·ce are u ed to articulate· the claim. of member,·. 

TI1e MobUi'zation of Partkipants Th.roue:h Mas u linity Conferences 

A. Tar ued 111 Chapter One. the my.tho-poetic, profeminist illld men's right.· 

mov~ment .have bad a long history of being more rationally organized than many media 

ac ·ollllt:. popular book ~ubout-men and acaderrti · resear_cbers acknowledge. Far from 

stmply and ·pontaneou ·Jy appearing in the early 1990 with the poµul·ar mytl10-poeth:; 

movement. the e:xl tence of cfutinct men's movements was obvious ·ince the 1970 .. One 

of the 010 public examples .of the mobilization· ~t:rategies of a tivi . i,.-:; rb.e organization of 

t.:on erences. Nationa"l men'~·conferences 1i.t1 the United States were organized as early as 

l 974, m,rny of which have. beco_tne aMUal .events. The large 1rnmber of yearfy conferences, 

gatJmring. and worksh ps held acro~s North America poinrto the pr ence of rationally 

b~ed. organiz_ation and mobilization sb:ategie . 

The conference~ in Canada and the United State , along w:i.th the rerre~ .and 

workshop , . erve a number of purpo ·e.- that connect with member\ identirie.,_ and the 

various trate.gie of MO . within each movement.. Fir:st of aU. the conferences bridge 

Ji 1be skilli aod,re.soruces are rnateriaJ attnbul8S, which are \mevenly disllibuLcd among so ial 

·movcmi.:n ·, even within II giv~n movcmCJ'lt. One result of Lhis uneven dislri.bution is lh.u some rnc,~sage. 
·. con. tru . cd m wa.ys tlfat'l1ppcur to he out of alignment with 1he dominant mobHization srrate•gies. 

'nmetirnes the ·e int.erpreJ.ations bocome. sul merged r1•ames. with.in mo'7emeot stmtegies. Thfa may l!xplam 
how $peofic SMO arliculaie critical or reacliOJ1ary fuun iJ1 omt:: c ntexts, but not ui tilers anti mtiy 
r ro-vidt: a . ·m.-c or how palri.arcllal idc logy i being disrupted. 
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' .. _pei· ·anal growth, new .experiences with oth~r men, and emotional support on one hand. 

urid the conce o · forming a nation· I m(ljn' · organizatiao and ·or eeking c.hanges in the 

:y. tem ou the other" {Astrachan 19 6: 293). As.trauhan' tudy of the conference from 

1975 to l 9 5 indic.:ates that they were mainly oriented to providing work! hop on 

ma. cLil1nity i · ues (19 6: 293). For example, of 104 work ·hops s1;;hedu'Jed at the- tenth 

'utionnl Off/(~l'~nce on Men and Mas ulimty. those ofa direct political 11Uture 

outnumbered is::;ue: rda.ted to gend.er stereotype.s.. se.x oles and personal-growth topk.s. 

The image. of l,trge group · of "rr1a.Jes" meeting at conferen8e · to dis1..:ws masl.'.ulin.ity 

is ue. contributes to the mi.rperceptiou that a singk unified men' move.menti. in 

exi:tence. Certainly, this is the case. rn mo ·tmedia uc1.:ounts which frame men comJng 

t0getber based primarily on their sex as males. regardle:. of their politics or differenc: ·· in 

their gender identities. 111 image of a single unified movement is al o perpetuated among 

member · of rh~ various movemeo in an effort-to mobilize new member , 1nrere· ·tingly, 

cff1:h ha. a dL tinct way of framing the basi of thi unity, Ju narrative accounts of 

mytho-poetic work hops, members seem to vaiorize a ubjectivity based on the "universal 

pain" or roe~pb.orjcal "wound" tfon all men are purported to share (Man!., 1992: 35-36}. lit 

·many of the- e narratives, members -argue that '1wbat bas been damaged by the masculine 

must be healed in the mascnJ,ne and what has been ·damaged in the t'em1n1ne mn. t be 

.h~uled in th - feminine" (Ogilvie,, Sprlng 1991 :20). E::entiali ·t differet1ce between the·~e 

objectivitie u.re reinforced by t:be perception· tlli,t only men can initiate boy to bet:ome 

mature adult. - an ide.a tJ1at ge pJ:ayed and replayed throughout Bly's book, hon John 

(Ogilvle. 1991: 21 ; Taylor, G., 1992: 13: Palmorn:, I 992~ 2-6 ·_ 

The psychological fo{;uS on masculinity io the myth -poetic movement. eemi to 

:upport th parti~ipam's atteroptS to mobilize men from all walks of life (e.g. race, 

. exuality da, , etcJ despite experiential differences that may eparare them in everyday 

life. Th.is ense of unity i, clearly emphasized at mytho-poetic confer~nces which integrate 

mytho-po tic. profemu;ust and men's right· pee pe.ctive. under a number of coll ctlve 

mytho-po_eti1:.: fra111 . For example. many mytho-poefo.: member. argue that men ·uffer 

regardles of theiT poJilic · bet:~use of aq., et1t fatllers who cLid 11or a ·i:t their ·ons rhrougfi 

their passage into manhood Mitchell, Fall 19 2: 36)► Lo other words, the m.ytho-poeti.l.: 

movement attempts to unity participant under a ·hared ma c1.1Jfue i.dentity -· oue tbat 

s11per!-.edes th~ other subjectivitie · by orienting members to the deep ro:oted ~ignificance of 

ma: .cuJinity,· 

Profeminist also mobilize around a sen.se of unity among men. Many profemi.11.ist 
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.:1cti,1i ts identify a ·har.ed sen ·e of angi.:rub and pain that men suffer. However. the :oi,rrce 

of this :uffering i 1ot specifically an ab~ent fathe(. nor a Jo ·t Wtia.tion ritual, but i ' based 

on the panic~pation that al I men, more or les -., 'hate in tbe oppre sion of women, tb.ildre.n 

and other men, ln effect, the source of 1:nen' pain is the patriarchal system i.11 which they 

panit;ipate rnd hith tJ'ley recreate. For example, a:t thefalJ 1992 Narional Gatheri1tg of 

Men conference 1he education seminars and action workshop emph- ized critical theme 

that try to b eakdown pauiarcha.I identitie - and truc.ture.s. These themes inducted 

intervention strate_gie. in domestic violence~ men and abon:ion and th · detrimental effect'>· o · 

1nedia · 1lence, :ports and p rn·og:rapby on men's subjec.:tivitie . The con e-rences al ·o 

expl red political opportunities, like networking wirh femin:i · allie~, lobbying government, 

doing G-hildc;are1 fund-nf ing for women1 proje t' -1.;o.rporate boycotts, dem_onsn:ations 

and challenge. to men in theiT everyday live . Many of these themes attest to an 

·perimenful qual:ity within the profem.ini t movement - a chara\;_~tic that i · hared witJ-1 

the mytho-p etic mov (rle,nt. But,, unlike the mytho--poecic movement. the profem,inj --t · 

apply tlli. experimeutal face within a critical framework. one that clearly rejec.:.t.· heg! monk 

hetero--masculini , 

Tile men I righ~ workshop · empbasize ,.;ons.dou ne ·s rai~ing aod the identitit;arjou 

of political opportunitie . H wever. a key departure from the other two·mo ements is a 

mobili:z.a.t:ion of I.he w.iy men are victimized. TI1ey argue that men are victimized by gender 

stereotype: (e.g., perv-a ·iye put-down· of men in popular culture) femini t dommation 

(e.g., the introduction of rape :hield legislation) und gender role expectarions (e-.g. ultuml 

en i bi. it'e · that n1en ar SUJ po. ed to protect omen). Part of the pop_ularity of the men' 

rights orkshops is the abili,t:y of activist, to tap into the emotional experience of men und 

womt'n, The folio.wing metaphm · delineate differences in the way activists frame their 

'I: ·ork.~hop:. 



TABLE ONE: WORKSHOP 1\'IETAPHORS 

Pr-ofeminist 

·aci11 ° u · own sexi ·m 

FiJ-.;hfinR meo.'.s rights groups 
The fight for f{e~l-(}er Ju.stice 

ytbo.-Pu tic 

A quest 
Close.tu.> s 

Proe s ' of ~elf-rJ1~r1.ove,:v 

,1 utual support 

·oJ lo\i i'ng pnrhs from wowuled chil.d to warri"nr to holy .rnatt 

len' Rights 

Thf' diJpDsable ~ex: 

Father'. right 

Myth of masc.:uLine pxivileg.e 

Men's emotional ltfl'teracy 

Perso(lai i.s polirical 

Provide \'upµort 

Ajor,tJ'ney 

Loohng inwa.rd 
Deep masculine 

Myth of male power 

:tv.fon' s liberation 

Hazard : p . being male 

Two theme.'> ~urface in the me.taphors used to frame the profeminist work. ·hops. 

111c fu-st is 'the need to provide u.ppo..rt to rnen for ex.imple, rupport group: for the 

unempJoyed, .seniors ince t survivors, helping profe ional ·• etc.:.). Organizer advo ate 
foJ men ' 11 Jf healing," for tl1e equaJit1/ o · women, gay-- and le •bian.s and people of 

(,:olo-ur. The ·el.'oncl theme is to ohallenge oppressive structures such a op pre sive 

capitali t and patriarchal stn.1-ctt.Jres. Thi explains why MNC activi:rs are concerned with 

combining personal gr wth io everydayconte)U · \-Vllh wider tran_forn1ations in ·o iety. 

lf1 contras t, the inytho-poetic workshops are signified by a comrnitment to 
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undtt Landing ma oulinity a an ·exploration or journey, one·.thatinvolve$ a strong sense of' 

brotherhood. Metaphor like looking i.nwru::d or :elf disc.Overy orient participan · to 

examine tbeir own identixie:,; as men. Howe\!er unlike the profemini ts who are ultimutely 

l:oi,~emed witl1 dis111antLing exist identitie ·. the mytho .. pCletic a tivi ts emphasize 

mo ementto ·ard: "the deep mascuTu1e1
' or the true roots of ma culi.nity. Th r actth<'lt 

mytha-poetic \vor - 'hop~ focu.s on disco. ering mascuJfoity within each man may explain 

the diver e meniber hip. Members occupy a number ot subject p·o ·itio --, Including those 
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parti ipan~ ho advocate forreconstruct~ patriarchal i.dentities and others who adv ate 

for non sexi -t.or other identities. h overall d1eme en mytho-poetic workshops i · 10t 

.e ·ancipatory. but mitimor uod (tualistic. 

Fi:nully, the metaphors tlrnt frame th. men'· rights work--shop.. identify the c<:is~ and 

d..iocrintinati_ons of l::i~ing u man. The main theme in these metaphor· h, creating awarene s 

of the actors iovoJved in men'· victimization and feeling· of being coutroUed, For 

example, the nse d1m bei..ug a man· a deiul le-bind. Men ate· expected to ex·ptes-s their 

i:dentiti.t".s \\ 'thiil nUITow r l ·prescribed by odety {being a provider, for instam.:e) and 

(.'.Onfo -n t the pressure of m eting many diver ·e and contradictory need (being 

no0-\1 iolenr but having to flgltt in tirneM of war). Unlike the profern.ioht movement. that 
also identifies ~uch oontradictions the men's. rights groups attribute-blame. for the e. faetor · 

to temini: as oppo ed to patriarchal rrucrures. For example, member;· uf Mtv1AN aimed 

to the ant.a.go_nism created by feminists who speak out against men's violence. but 

$upposedly -gnor~ th , . truggle of men who are requ·ired to fight or wbo have died in bmtle. 

Consumerism pJay. an imponant role in men's ,onferen ·e .. The opportunity ta 

construct identities through the .con umpti011 of aew life tyle product is. a significant factor 

in :ittraoting new movement membership particuJarl.y in the mytho-poetic moveme-nt.. ln 

certain way con ·u1J1eri.s.tn is also p.art of the mobilization of incumbents. For example. the 

connection that are upparent between wining consumers of re.con tructed gender/ ·exual 

Ld ntitie. , gra? -roo marketing technique~ and readily available lifestyle produ ts (e.g .. 

boo, · about re .italizing rnasi..:ulinity). Con umeri mis reflected in the popular succe : of 

the myth.o-poet:ic movement in tl1e early [990s. A recwrin.g theme in I;nany SMO. i · the 

widespread eocouragei:nem of men to pure.ha e movement teX aod ro attend co.-;tly 

worbihop or eminars. As 0J1e. critic describes: 

•··-• the me-n·. mo,·emeot had turned into a cottage industry complete with 
lecture . eries ('Moist Earthy Masculinity, for Men Only'), book (Plta.llos~ 
Saaed lmage of' the Masculine'), new letter ('New W arrioi: Ne 'N ··' ), tape. 
(The Native Male), radio shows ('Man-to- Man with Jerry Johnson). and 
~ven. bo~rd games ('A Ganie of Iosights for Men Only') .. .ln N York 
. tty and Oakland1 California., the-Sterling lns 'tute of Relation hjp , $400 
"Men, Sex and Power" weekends taught 'wimp•s' to become ·real men,' 
dre ::.ing up Uke goriUas, beating their hest., and staging fitt-fighL-.-. The ·e 
seni.inars alone enroUed more than ten thou and men in the I 980's. Bly's 
weekend retreat logged fifty thousand men b1 th last half of the 
191 0s ... On Bly'.· retreat ro ter were lawy.er ·, judge., doctOT , ,. a ountants. 
and corporate exe utives ... (Faludi, 19 2: 307). 



A · ide fr m the (..oru umerjs thread ·, the conference · also provide member · o( au 

three movement with an opponuniry to connect with movement intelle.ctua.L-i thr.ough 
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1 ctn.re and work. ·hop, . S .ores o men have taken up t.b~se· key activi · t roks. A. l earlier 

s.ugge:ted rhe. 'finteliectuals" are. not leader: in rhe sen e. of oc upyiug po itfon · in a 

h.it.:catd1i-ca.l organization, such a a politi al -party (Eyerman and Jameson, 1991-:. 166). 

Rt1ther. each movement. i.ntellectoal articulates the kind of di · our e (n\O\'e.ment frames., 

narrative_ and metapho , or instance) that unify member · whhin each movement. I.n a 

se-11 e. the ruo t pervasive narrative. and metuphors within each movement :are key 

re, ·011rce. o •ign · cation to be utilized in the mobilization of members. In the case of Lhe 

men': right mo ement the. a.uggle for meaning in olves shoring up ~pon for 

con:ervative identiti ; In the myt.h.o-poetic movement it involves re-a.rti.cuJati.ag popular 

culturlll .~ "biliti~ or spiritua1 awarenes of ma·s u.line identities~ and in th profeminist 

movement it irwo ve · establishing a challenge (by men) to patriarchaLubject po· ·non::;; aod 
strudllre ·. The public succe 0 

• of movement intellectuals is refle ted in the popularity of 

some of d1t movement intellectual' owo book.-., For exaruple1 RobeTt Bly'.s Iron John 

(best expressing the mytho-poeti approaoh), Warren Farrell' Why Men Are the Way 

Thl!y Are (articulating a men:1 rights pernpectjves). or Michael Kaufman's Beyond 

Pa!ri.fa-rhy {:presentiilg. a profe111inin poljtic ). 

Organizing Parti i,pants and Resources Within Each Movement 

My field experience' in MMAN. IMN and rfNC ktoria ugge··r that there ure 

s:i nrfil.;atlt organiz.ational difference. a ros · rhe tl1ree movements.i7 The men's rights S 0 

of Jv1Jv1A (eight membe ) tha~ Tatt.ended weekly for two and a hal months as 

hie.rarchica)ly orgwr,faed wilh a presfde.ot, vi.cerpre .ident, treasurer and e ecuri.ve board 

(that privately met). This organizational strateg is s.imilar to most men's right' · S MO.·. 

NfMAN members u ed. fomta.l tneeting proc€dtrre ·, iucludlng a rt1inute-tak:er. meeliug 

. chedule and an orderly opening and clo, ·ng · 'with beverages and 50/50 ticJ.,:ets drawn aft r 

meeting. for und-rai. inn· purpose. ). Mo. t of the sessions focu ·ed on predetermiued topk.­

, uch as, how feml.ni . were over-powering_, eveo dominating·. men in vuriou ·ocial :m:1 

polirie:al ntexts ·u has. theja ·rice yste1:n, the family, the Jabow- force and in Canadirur 

C'l.ulur~. 

Similarly, th larger men' · rights group MBRGB, · organized in a hierarchical 

27 I ~lli;r indicated, my fjelJwurk in 1.he llleo·s ri hts movemem was limjted to MANN and nol 
MERGE. Ht,wtvcr. I e~rurtinecl MERGE recnu e :tviANN members pr.oduced few t1......,;1s 



fashion wiU1 pre-.. ident . .ice pres' dent treasurer. ecreta:ry, board of directors and o on. 

Like the otl1er • MOs r inve tigated, the work is don on a vdl:untary basis drawing from 

,,vailab.1€> human re.sou.re_ · Potential member f)Je encouraged to all spt!cific ''contact" 

person,. end in art.icle.s for U1e newsletter and/or to make a donation. MERGE 1 · 

compo eel of three major organizations in Calgary, Edmonton and Sea~tle, an-ct rnc:lude a 

n_ttmber o : ub.committe (e.g .. ari editorial group, a. "hann i:sue committee," ·pe.d-al 
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re. earch gJoups1 parenting committees, etc.). Group m~t to .discus · and trategi.ze ac.tion · 

and objecti ·es Oll gender i ue or other concern rmd to hear speakt!r · letture on variou.s 

topic . . 

ln :tark contra. t the varfons mytbo~poetic .group. of 1MN (approximately .·ix 

members., r n members irnd twen.ty-id.x members) that I attended for eighteen month..' rnet in 

ari infonnal/c-ommuna1 fashion. 11lere were no rigid pTedewrrnined or,ganizational 

hiern1·cJtie. ,. no de ignared leader and topics were generally open to .discus •ion. Tb.e. I:1\1 · 

_group ses-.~ions focused on a variety of top'ics, such as ex:uafity~ heterosexllal 

refoLionsbips. farn.ily,_ ~prrituaHty, abuse. Io sand violence. Membership was open to men 

nd monetary fnnds were i.:olJ~ted through donation. Tbe groups o ·eci various ritua:lli 

[e.g· .. . drumming. p·oe_try, hugging Md s_mudgi.og (a Native . piritual ritual)]. symbok (e.g .. 

a. "talking ·tick " which 1s a stick entwfoed with regaHa, that when held by a participant 

ymbolizes thac man's right to talk uninterrupted) and ''plain talk.'1 as strategi · fol' repping 

ou ·ide ratioual/procedural discour e, One of the implications of 'the r:M..N organizational 

stra:tezy i: n on-going connnitm~m to proc:es ac.tivifie as opposed to politicaJ prnte · _ · and 

fobbying, 

lnb r~~tingly participant's ~_!11otional exper-iences and personal narrat' ves were 
- - - -- ---- -- ~ ------ -

tr~d through the m~t~phot 9! lo_Eki!i& iT-i:war~ (e.g .• ~s1:;ue · were connected to per onal 

ex:per.iencesl. A l discu. s tow.ards -the end of this Chapter. the pro.ce-s oriented appt-oauh 

is-a centra1 factodn the way members address contradfrtion · in their discu. sion of 

per onnl, pirituaJ and espedally political issue·. Ag~member distill _ ish their i.nw.-.1Td 
. ~- .. --- - - -- -

ap o men~ uruiw:ofominist __o.uQs. which they frame as u ·· _g..o.u-Wi1CJtd 

~ • ·t. e organizational .strategy enables the mytho-poetic group to include 

the p.e iwec..:ti es of m~'s rights and profem.ioism, as long as rhe politics of tl}e, . member ·· 

are framed a.- part of an inward looking proces: , that is, seeking awarenes. of inasculinity. 

The prot'eruinist M Q thaf 1 attended also at~mpteq. to br~ak with hierarchical 

trocttire . . Participants 1n MNC met together in ·an informal '1chapter11 ~ o referred to a: a 

"con> tive1
' - emphasizfo .consensus decision-making and equality of the tho.·e i.nvalved. 
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In con1rn~t to mytho-poetie groop pro emutlst groups are generally orgaizized cu·ou1td rhe 

p/rui;n;ng of dtrecr politieal s.rmregie~·, such c).S anti-v.folence vigilsr poster campaign against 

clat,.-rape men\· drop-in group, du fog the women's Take "B k the. Night m.:u- · hes -~nd 

other imilar onns-of public pwtes.t and public :education.-~~ · o ·e -~e strategies 

,,.~ ro get. the-mes:i ge out I.hat main .. ,:ream masculinity and , tructure o~patriarchy are . 00ia.I 
--- - -- _,_ - - ----I ~ --

problem.'1 · n nee.d of chai~ge. The conmri.troent to outward politi al aotion an~ a~ ?~en~es 

rcz_~-lf~· ·· · }Jl'O · wa:tk arte -~9-. e experlrru!otal nature of MNC. 

MNCi ·the national organization oftheproferrtl:rt:istSMO I attended, and _c-ornprist•· 

a network fSM.Os-most of hich exist'in central Canada. Members.hip involve.· 

individual m n signing in support of a detailed "Mi sitin Statement'1 and paying a per 

ilUOulU nominal fee. The SMOs are more formally structured than IMN,_hut tes 

hi rnrchka.1 compared to MBRGE (or MMAN). OvetaU, the organizationi-l.1 -·tructure of 

C is hlghly in~trument.aL Thi ' me-ans tJrnt l'he sacces of self-awarene....,-s work and 

mon: direct po Li tical strategie is n1ea, ·ured by "the extent to which they challenge or oppose 

patriarchal ideolo6y or tructures. ln IMN the cronmitment .to a •critical or <!rnancipamry 

agenda w.,s dearly not evident,, as I later disco · , MNC:membets ineet in regional cauct1 e-s 

and annu-a:l general" meetings. A ·core group of' members meet-,;-to orgaruze the ~enernJ 

mernbe-rship, Fina]Jy, a weighly ~et of guiding principle , trategks and poli_ it- .are i.rJ 

pfa.c.:e and are oonsistent with the MNC miss.ion sratemept. 

The ignificance of these organizational comparison is that they point to 

di.ffrrem.:es i11 the way pa.triarcha1 ideoJogy i addre ed within tb,e "C)rgani:zational :tructute 

o each MO. 111 hie archical organization of the tvm :oien's right.:; SMO. concemrateis 

leadership in the hand. · o a few. A hierarchical model· instrumental in focu:i'ng the 

mobiliZi:ltion of me:mber to s.ets of predefined men1s right objectives. ln conurast the 

organizational tru ture of both MNC and IMN involves a con ·ciout at_t_empt to break with 

con _ enti"onal scripts of masculin~ ·ubje.ctivity \.\rithln their upport groups. Hierarcl1y i. 
:viewed by members of the mytho~poetk SMOas part of an .authoritarian ma~culine t,;ulture 

and i .· rejeoted i.ri favour of proce s organization. Unilk~ MMA , MERGE and IJV[N. the 

profemmi t memb~r of MNC view hierarchical st:Iiloture.' a a reflection of patriarchy. 

1NC rries to disrupt this model by drawing on a collectivist arganlzarional trategy from 

the women'~ movement.. AJ.rb.ough the ·meaiun·gs IMN and MiNC members have for their 

organizational. sttt'lcture differ, lbe o.ommon thread across the twQ i:s tb blu.rri.ng of 

di-fferen es between members such that power relationships break. dovm or becon1e 

,·ame.what hidden .. For example-.-member' are less likely to engage in com,petitive ·rr1.1ggJe 
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for leadership\ ithin the SMO . Of cburse, m I later discuss, coro.petitid11 /n· the way SMO 

stmtegie: are framed d s ·exi . within both SMO . The main point of rejecting a 

hierurch:icaJ model for llvt :and l\1NC i • an attempt to conne 't chm1ge · in men' · everyday 

Lives with wider ~odetal ~ rructure . 

Ace to Re~ow·ce: and Skill ·. 

Overall, members of each of the SMOs have acce ·. to similar material and i-kilJ 

ba- ed resource~" to accompli ii 'theirpolilic~l goals. These re ources.1n Jude: (l} monetary 

donations by members and men'•s groups, {2} monetmy donation.., ..,olicited from the 
general publi ·~ other org.cJnization and other SMOs, (3) cornpu ers. office upplfos, .nd 

bulJdirtg space of members (many of whom huve acce ·s through their occupatfon -), ( 4) 

new 0 letters and other ·ymboli ·-instruments for dis ·emination -of Idea-. ervioe and other 

re ource · (e.g., lnter et. research repor~·--lttter~ to: go.vemment, mas media and !-..O 011· 

and (5) rretworks of participants with re ·earch kill·, group faciliration •kills graphk 

kill . echting :ki I ls, clerical skill". ac ounting skills, a_dvenising . ill and computer . kills 

and knowledge of and informati non movement culture (e.g .• movement liternrure, social 

networ . • gcoup organization and fadlitatioli mat~1ial ). 

l-fn.1, n1_emb.ers ro.e Pesource · varies sig1.1,fficant/y aero s the three MOs. For 

erample, n1ember · of IMN direct their r.esuurce towards expanclmg their awarene of 

masci1li11e culture, MNC resource· are directed towards con ciousne .- rai i11g on a soci~tal 

·cale, such as a national campaign on men' vjolence towards women, ME_RGE inernber. 

apply th.err resource. toward~ consciousnes: rai iJ1g, but unlike MNC. they focus on 

exposing di ·critninacory practices directed tovi,ards men. 

1.n g 1wral and like mo t ocial movements, all three S MOs .ai:e ri Ji in hum.au 

Te$Olirce ' uod poor in fuUJ.nciaJ power. Bow ver, under cenain co.l1dition!. financial 

re, w·ces can be rai. ed by members and by appeals to large organjzati'on, and ihe pubjjc. 

Unle : the '\~u e'1 be.come, i;onnec.wd with member'.' identities (e.g.; ·•etting up a men'. 

··enter challenging leg' 'lat.ion or running a national Gampaign). they am !es, Hk'ely to 

pro ide ma.ncial r ·ource ·, iJ1stead they provide 11bour time a· part of their oenemJ 

tdentification with the S O' . frm-ning strategies. The implieuti_on is a heavy reliance on 

J~ mbolfr· ar disn(n,ive strategies ta mainraln a11 active co,utituen.cy. Thi· is. exemplified by 

the f~ct that the most heavil used meclium1, for transmitting syrnb.olic trategie · are SM.O 

newsletter.· and ,.;on ciousn.e. · Tat.sing group.·. 



Mohilization Strategies 

TI1e merhods b which IMN mernb rs mobilizeba. co.alt!sced a.round a key p·oliti aJ 

opporrunity: the de. ;ire ro ·explore ma culine identity from the perspectiye of culture a· 

oppo ed to politic ·. A · the folimving narrative _uggest. many member. expre:~ feelings 

o fe·ir, pain and inse miry of being a man. 

There :u a hunger in the maJe psyche to ta te the blood of malenes ·. To 
reawaken and culti . ate. the wild man COll ·in. Spring 1991 ; 6 ), 

Loolcing ba·ok from my present ctay vantage point, 1 f e1 tfa1t the chance for 
men to coale · e around a collective identity, at Least in my lif time, h· 
been pretty .-hal<.y ... we harden our hear against the pain of life because 
there i: no _uppo·rt for us to let out the hurt, to whow our pain (Bixler. 
Spring 199 l ·: 9). 

A central theme aero.· f.MN narrativ s that lament the tate of manhood r. rh · need 

to ex.pfore identity with other men. The strategy of men .supporting men in their pro ·e -~ 

onnect<; with Bly's narrative discu ·se.d ~arlier in Chapter One, Bly argue that only men 

l.'.an in1tia~e other men. or bo.y · into a troe· se.n e of manhood. ot surpri ·ingly l.MN 

resource w:e highly focu. e.d .on the obje~tive of ''making a atlable Lhe e-xperience o 

learning and being in community with otJ1er rilen" Island Men .. Spring 1992: 2). Member 

'th . pecialize l ld0 or interests are encouraged to de elop men's groupc. lMN i 

repre ~ented by a wide range of uppon and ritual groups, including drun1JTU11g, poeo:y apd 

political i • ·ue · groups. E.ven fhe productioJ1 of the SMO' newslettex i con ·idered a rne1i'.­
group, one. that trie to roach out to a broader. community of men. A wide varie.ty of men '° · 

garheriugs (:olsfioe elebrations, '-'men'., fea ts." outdoor gathering aod communicy 

projects, for instance) are aimed at members of the general public. Similarly, member)> of 

I IN are jnv{Jlved tn pubUc vents such as prodllcing or participating in theatre.. facilit ting 

.elf-Etwurene s wor , hops and.hosting le.ctrrres by movement intellectual ·. The ·e ac:tiviti s 

are meant w educ:ue membec of the ge.neral public aboutma~culinity is ue . Probably the 

mo-c effective tool used to mobilize members L the eon. tructioll of -odal network.~ 

b0 t een the variou - [MN group , but also wfth SMO. throughout onh 1\rneric.a. 

Structuring TMN in a non-blerarchl a.I way coru1ects wlth ·one of the main 

mobilization ·uategie . that of creating a proce s for member: to expand their awarene.-:. 

ma cuhne identity. A · 1 ear.Lier suggested the non-hierarohical qualitle and ernotion lad o 

politic:· may be read as an attempt toque ·tion and in the proce re:ist patriarchal ideology. 

Member · allow deep per onaJ feeling · to eroerg in the company of othet ml':n and try to 
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. or through i sues emphasizin~ process. rather than just getting .anbrry and bfou1i.ng 

oth · They foe · n coo ·e)Uu · building and collectivist b ed p:wce.qure - (a.s opposed to 

simp.ly organiti11g and. tationulizi1:1g is. ues . . And. they que ti.on the ·ocial world .a it 

;1.ffi:x: ·· them per anally. Ho ever, it mu t be kept in mind that !MN mobiJfaations are not 

con. trotted wi t11 an emunc.ipat:ory agenda in place, 

My field experience: rn rMN1ead me to beUeve t11at most of the rnernber:hip 

:uppons the mategy Lhat the variou ·group., retreats and workshops provide-much needed 

opportunitie · to e..rp,, ss and release pent up anger and man-y other emotion ' that migl1t 

otherwise be expres ·ed ooerciveJy i11 other everyday contexts. Such pract1ces create 

opp, rtunities to rej.e ·t the intcrpellation of hegemonic h~tero-mascuiiitlty. As participao · 

th ll1 elve~ co.1:tm1ent:. the. e i;trategie, call be liberating: 

On guy i · talking while everyone el ·e 11 t:en .• There is a kind of unspoken 
order: Someone talked about his feeling . Someone spoke with feeling, 
Someone 1, ·noozing and other, • are. eating cookies. Tt is.a place where it'· 
OK t0 be ensitive and trOJJg. Th.et · ·enough tim t.o-hav f~ling · ancl 
. 11,Q..ugtmom to ex2re5 .thei·,~- It i. a real adv'i:!nture tha't I don't unders.tand 
but look forward to (Anonymoi.L -cited i.n Richardron, Wufter 1990: 7 ). 

'e have been to.pether sin.ve I don't kno ~ when! Om: nan1e f'Straighr into 
the Bye of the Wwd'I i· appropriate, , ince we have weathered many o 
life's storms together and are stHJ intacL These men who I call my friends 
are my rudder when I feel be~alm~, and my bart>or when l need to take 
she-lter from the ·storm (AnonynJ°ous, cited in Richardso11, Winte J 99( ~ T). 

We have gone through ome down perieds when nothing see1ned to be 
happening. These are times when our conv~rs tions are sh· Uow and we talk 
abou.t spo(t o mortgage: as a way :o avoiding feelings. 1l1er.e am other 
•time. when the group is charged with n~gy and the eYer:iing goe '· by xyith a 
lot of learning► hifting of attitude and a: very lovrng spirit. One man .'aid 
'many time I leave the groap more in Jove with my wife.' Anorb~r aid 'l 
fee] more.able to deal with thestre e' in my life' (Richardson , Wil)t'e:l' 
J 990: 7). 

Unlike MN - an SMO that employs.emancipatory mobilization strategie.'> that ate 

diJected toward · gaining poHtica.l and economic equality for women. lesbians.and gay -

ra ial minoritleHU1d oth~r .oppre. ed groups-. the ~trategie of IMN and more: broadly the 

mytho-poetic movement remain largely introspective and cultural. This means that membe.r.' 

ru~ or emed ta ex.ploring rh ir ide_otirie · Lhtm1gl:i .a self-awarenes :a,nd proce··s odeor.ed 
approaljh - one that clailli.s not to advocate tor ' l particular political per~pe tive. Ln fal L the 

ma· nty of members do not view their activities as. "poHtical" in the sense art:'iculatecl by 



ither MERGE or MNC. Thl · may ex.plain why 11\f a.nd more. broadly, rh mytho-poetic 

movement appear:, from an ou ideT'' perspe.ctive, to hav.e .an i.ncoherent political agenda 

on the que~tion f patriarchal ideolo y - ont. that seerus to emphasize only proL~S at;1d 

, el r help . tratet,,1ie: ... 

' l 

Towards the latter half of my involvement.. l ob. erved meit1bers-engaging.1n :1 Ion .. 

and ho.Uy debated prrn,;es' of re-writing IMN's "Statement f Purpose.'·' T.be central point 

of c nten tion between profomin.i leaning and new age metnber_ ;vas how to include a 

sru:rem ""tlt that would identify IMN as oppo ing sexi:m and heterosexisrn. Ai::derit new age 

members felt str ngJy i.hat [MN :hould not ad ocate a particular political per pective' thi 

was .· trongly -upported by mea's-rights-leaning members. In contr~ ' t the more profemlni ' t 

leaning_ member 'elt IMN had to publicly ·oppose ~exi ·m and neterosexism. 

Th prnfominbtleaning participants were oonscions ofoppo ition that was ri:-ing 

to ard - 1MN from local women's groups and from member of _MNC. The e groups were 

e ·pr ssing oucerns· that TMN wa · complacent:: on the is'ue of men's violence. Tbe 

oppo,"ition towards 1MN ros.e after the publication of the Sp1i.ng 1992 n·e.wsletter. A_, the 

following narrativ indicate, the issue articulated anti-femini t. perspective , incl11ding .a 

victim: framing of murderer Marc Lepure. The e nanatives reflect a dir~1.;t interpeUation of 

_patriarch 1 ideology_ 

And while (emi.n.i · · .i:nsist on portraying wQmen as victim and men as . 
offenders. the truth of it i less clear .... Marc Lepine was a vic.:tim too but 
rru.gic·illy be could not drre this rage at those re:spon ·jble< ... But other 
c.:rime were. committed before he. walked into the Eco I e Pol ytechniq ue, and 
ome of :them were by a woman !Lepine1s mother]. This i: ct diffi.cnlt, 

perhaps inrpo~si ble thing for feminis ~o c:?nsider, 1?eca~e it destroys th 
black-and-white world they've created' .(Nmel, Spnng (9.92: 1 l), 

lam also !)ugged with certafo \ oft' men who hang arpund these W omen 
Against Rap-e' cenrers. Are they there to show rho e kind of wom.©o that 
th y ·are-goo.d boy· please li.ke me- ~ee, Jam good ... 1Women Again:t 
Rape' and other .similar group . can only go in circle (Samaya. pring 
1992: 5), 

Signifi ant ceosion,· aro.-e-within [MN between member. wanting a critical framing 

of men': via ence and U10 e who wanted a self-awareness framing, At the end oft.he 

debate, l M member · cho, e to maintain their co.tnrilitn1eJ1t to explore the diverse facet,> or 
meo' · violence. over wtlculati.ng a rnor ritical approac.:h - in the- ·ense of opposing 

·ex.ism. The foll w1ng narr:atiye clearly disclo.se: how member. chose th mu-Leriu.l for the 



2 

. pri.ng 1992 is.rut . 

TJJe 'White Ribbon Campaign' focu~ed on the violence men inflict upon 
·women and cha ·e the murder o fourteeo women tudears o engirteeri1 g, 
in M ntre.a.l as a ·yrnbol of ilii violenc . During the Nov.ember 25th drop-in 
meetin of Che fsland l'\t'. en' Network, th question ar se -. hether th 20 
pl me:n pre ont •- and by exten -ion tile Network-wou.L<l endor~elhis 
c.ampaLg.n. We expre ed .divergent po ·ition~: we wanted the widest 
po, ible r· 1ge a :v·ewpoints, and decided that there was su __ icient 
dfffereo~e. of opinion pre ent to en.sure that mo~t:ma,jor positions would be 
repr -ent~d .. ."Some of u · are unhappy U1at_the clarion calls of refonn and 
. tirring .'olution: are ab ent: others are satisfied to at lea&t ~e u · engage; in a 
pi ces,· of discovery, to see OLtr awarenes ·heightened.and ow· ignorance 
and ·elf-deception i11uminated (Island Men~ Spring 1992: 3). 

MNC mernbers from Ontario wer e ;pecially concerned about Tl\1N' luck of 

involvememt in the White Ribbon Campaign and accused [MN of being anti-femfoi ·t. . ome 

member ... threaten·ect to wjthd.rnw their '" upport for MN.C if rMN was to continue its 

involvem nt in the hire Ribbon ampa•ign. As well. men's righrs Leaning member~ of 

ll'v1N were concerned about their involvement in the White Ribbon Campaign - a. being 

ove11ly politi al - . and they ·be_gan to · ·olat-e supporters witl1in WN, As the prevjoo · 

narrative indi.cates,. fM rnembe-r:s opted to maint<1in their ·upport·for a perspective that 

claims that members "do not advocate par'ticular philosophies< but do respe\.,_t rhe right of 

indiviciuai (.;-cmtributors to argue pas ionately for their position ·" (IMN. WiJiter 1993: 2). 

The. trategy i · in line with I.he .dominant frame of 1.he-moveinent which majntain:.s a 

p.ayt.:hologi(al foi.:u,s on masc;.ulinity in oontrasno lbe political differences that may :eparate 

m mbet ·, 

One couJd que"'tion why the SMO values political diversrfy ,md whether or 1iot thi: 

framework i l!J, viuble n·ategy. Lili the men1s dght · leaniT1g members the profemini.~t 

leaning· member · of r MN, w re a o eful rn~ource, 001 imply becau 'e of their d ire to 

ec plore 1nascu linl! identity , but because of thdr profemini t perspec1:1 ve . 1 was specificull 

t Id tha~ my·p r pec;tive, .al011g ,with tho ··e of other profernlni. r member was..imp.ortant to 

maintain the "diver ity" and a ' 1balai1 e" within UvlN, Ye there was an increa ·ngly strong 

inclination by m<1.ny member to oppo e profemini t per. pective within lMN, As the­

nunuti e by urrmya a.boy demonsb.-.ates, the problem of vjolence c.oukl be shifttd from 

meu to moth .rs ot emini ls who u ·e<l "sh.arnet' us a control tactic or to the ·problem of an 

unbalanced 11
• oft" r feminized aod uniniti"ated masculinit.ie- ·. In the field_, l 1mticecl that 

when profemirr · members poke up again:tmen's violence, they ere accu ed of wn.ntfog 



i '1 'hame" men or were unG011.Sclous of t)1eir being c:ontroUed by o·yerbearing womeJ1. 

vVhere these pe.r:pe ti 1e were ''honored," but quettioned in the eatly fonnation of 1M , 

they wem und1alieng:ed at tlus tage of this SM Os de elopment a~ sorne arden_r profem:inirt 

m mber: dropped out 

ln ·ummur_ • the e observations ;uggesr Lhat [MN tnobilization slrategie · caalesce 
around . elf~a areoe ·· and proce ·: activiti . Over the long tenn the plurali tic truteg.y 

.could i:reate fost billry as participan~· wilh mor focused political ageuda._ challeng, 

mytho-poetic - The activin~ appeal to me□ wishing· to rediscover their manhood ih tJ,e: 
company of olher men. Thr activmts af o :appeal to women wllo. upport [MN membe · ·in 

reclaiming a rna cullne ide11tity that is vrtal and po .. itive. On one hand, the snbjectiviry tbar 
[M_ memb r. advo ate is unfversal in rhar it i · buried within the bodies of all male~'i. On 

the other hand, this uni.ver ·al subjectivity i dependent ·on a balance betwe n rhe cultural 

:en ·1bilities of. oft (empalhecic. holistic. emotional .and intuitive. for in, tance) feminfoity 

and hard {.competent, :assertive, rational, aggr~ssive and rnaterialistic, for e:xample) 

ma:culin·ty. 

The. fa.cu of IMN strategies orieo ics members away from emancipatory projec..:t'i 

in favour of the cL1Jtural exploration of manhood. The main drawback for the ~e aGtivi:ts i · a 

lack of uuder. randing of how ubjectivities are con. \meted in relation to patriarchal 

ideology. nsequently, IMN member,·, imply explore the various s.ubject po, i6ons open 

to men 1ttrnut any cJe:ar :e-11 e of evaluating one. that are· oppressive to ·-womeu, children 

and other 111.en. The lack of-attention to a t-Titical agenda i one rea on the movement i · in 

the Jong run unattractive to proJernfai ts. Convetsely., tl1e foca · on new _age ritual and 

emotjonal inLerdependen y mtty be le ·s attractive to ardent men' rights-aotivists. 

Jn comparisoJl the mobilization emp-loyed by MNC take adv ntage of po1Jrica1 

opportunitie., that ~hallenge both tl1e patriard1al structures and the beliefs and practice · tlial 

sustain the e Strul.'.tures in meo' · everyday li.ve : for example heightening public awarene..-~ 

of vl lenc~ agafo l women through prot.e. t vigils and marche . . A great de.tl of the ground 

work for M C mobilization stru.tegie wa , already accomplished through :trong 

as50 i' tion: with the women': movement.- As the ollowirrg narr rive suggest. profenurust 

stra:teg.ie~ ·are dire ·ti y influ _ric.ed by feminism. 



W ·aw that our action plan: needed to Lean:i fr_orn and mesh wfrh the 
knowledge, prn til::.e and strntegi~ of fr.,ont-line feminist , on i sue uch u 
exuol hara. ·me11t, wife batteri.n·g, media Uteracy, education.program . and 

:iO on. Who's got time to rei:nv.eot the wheel (Dufresne Spring 1992: 14). 

)ne ·ult of thi · inter-movemem conne tion u' that MNC strat_egie, pot 

re pol_l ribility on nen to dismantle patri.a.robal relations, 1n other words. MNC -strafogi 

orient members to e21.atn.iJ1e their OWll identir.ie or the . ubject positlons they take up. for 

ruony memb th· · open u crudal sp<;1.Ce· _to oppo 'e putriarohal ideology._ Form 'tance. 

member: point to the need to con ·truct strategies {hat over~ome competitivene.:·s, emotional 

i~olatioo and vrolence. A.,;; one fv[NC member de~cribes: 

Our difficulty noticing,. identifying and expres•sing our emottons keep · many 
of u.s in our head .. , kee~ us distant. half alive. Thi anen_atio_Q_ not enly 
hamt us it make · u · daugerous to others. tf we didn't learn to ·epurate .our 
~elve: from our feelings .. v,,e (;'ou.ld not rap~, beat, or kill (MNC I 993: .1 ). 

rvtN · began JO mobilize in the early 1990 through the development of a large 

number of _d1apter: .across. Canada (e.g. .. io Victoria, London. King ton. Peterborough, 

Guelph/ Kitchener, W_arerloo and Ottawa/Huli}. Activists spent a large amount of time 

developing ,gra sr )Ot initiuti es._ Member '' ... deeided on a decentralized model with most 

dedsJons being mad in local cau u ·_e . with the core group fa<.:.ilitating i:nter-c::iUl.:US 

_commwucatian" ( an.er. August l992: 2). Ea.ch caucus i. re ·ponsiblefor de, ignatiog a 

:poke ·mao nn be-ha! ofregion L caucuses, liasing with the core MNC group, organizing 

regional mobilization 'traregie • and roaintainfog financ and accounts. 

U111ik.e lMN, IvfNC mobilization. · _oa)esce around the obj_ective of tnaking concrete 

'o~i:ll (lOd political tran ·formations, Member with specialized skills (e.g. the ability to 

'Ommunii;ate effe~tiv .ly with the media or the ability to plan and facilitate a vigil) are 

eru.:ournged ta develop strategie.. of dis_ ·ention and conscio:oSJJe . raislng. These strategie: 

ini:Jucte·fat'iiitating gathering · and forum , con. tructi.ng ymbolic camp-aign · (e.g., WRC) 

and purticipation u1 p_ublk activitie, (e.g., anti-violence work in schoo l and women'. · 

monument project _). 

A :ign1ficant _ttln ion_ exi. ts between the instruniental and decentra\i.z;ed 4Uulities to 

M . C mobilization~. Because 1vTNC drew heavily on feminist trategie , the SMO utilize!'. a 

doceotraLi zed organizational sn-u ture - one that tries to break down l11erar by, control 

tac,tics and comp titiven~ ". Yet, MNC is instrumental in that it tries to impart -a degree of 

di ·cipline-tbat extends beyond tha_t.in:ip•o ed by the other SMO · I examined. Members are. 



"'XP _cted to confonn to profemihi~t principles and to overrly challeage patriarchal 

tru ture.·. Th~ ·e. exp·ectatioo, are encoded in the membership a_pp!Jcation .. The SMO al ·o 

accompli ·he.· thi conformitytlu-ough a weighty set of po.tides and procedure . a 

cS 

· onmutme•1t to ac.countabiUty and reporting frame.works and a11 elaborare or anizational 

.~trucrure. T.be following narrative 'uggest. tJ1at the ·truggle-between these two conflicting 

qwillti6. i. highly charged within MNC. 

Th.e fact that we call the p·eople the. Core Group instead of the Preskfonr. 
Vi ·e Pre iclent and Executive Officers i.s nQt without intention .. EquaJJty 
means that.lf l think. th.e etwork: hould be doing something Lhar if I can 
take re pon ibility to f.acilitate doing it ... Clearly in i;nany ways that this 
Netw.ork is nor effective. But I also know tbat it realJy- does makes a 
difference (Caner, 1993: 18). 

The Kfrlgstoa Men's Network for Change ha ' a number o concern with 
the way the national effort is being run, with the. way it was raising mon y, 
\Vith the attitude towards and mechanisms of accountability and hierarchi(;uJ 
culture of this ·ne national Iprofeminist] '1boy duh1

' -,-.we favour a more 
decemralized approach; ,grassronts projects and activism oo local net\-vorks 
1 fa (.;OUOtability (Jones, Wmter 1993: 6)-. 

'These opposiflg demand · reflect MNC.S attempt to implement ·strategies that appeal 

to divers • groups ·whose interes • are not always a·ligned (e.g,. ractical fiberal .ai1.d soL:iaJi~t 

prof mini _). A central U1en:ie a ross MNC narrative.<; i · the need for gra sroot 

mobilization i-ttrare.gie:. For exampl~ connecting with local femirJ.:st SMO · and artkt1lating 

local ·tr, tegl ·. Howev_er. this conflict. with the instrumental fuce of MNCs mobilization.:. 

such organizing a nati-onal anti-violence campaign or maintaini11g confonnity to the 

memberships erode · of the national MNC organization. 

Oventl], }.1.NC draws on their resources r.o ·upport the oentral unifying goul of 

critically chnllenf::,ring patriarchal ideology and StrUGtures. MNC i. , · n sence_, a network of 

1ner1' , group or collevti.ves th:n connect with allied movement to u·ansfomJ oppre ·sive 

, t:rucrure:;. Alth.ough lhere are ten,0 ioo withfa M C. the ceJ1tral goal· ro ;ymbolically 

unite men to reject patriarchal identitie-s. This goal is re.flee.red in the WG\-Y regourc ·_s serve a 

:pocific crltiqtl agenda . grounded ,an a socialist polities of tran,:formation. 

Ln ompari on, bo.th MMAN and MERGE have taken adv.antag.e of widespread 

di content lO ants change · fo gend~r relations (e.g., in families, work and ed_ucation.al 

com.ex.ts), A central theme in the men's right group (MMAN) that I parti ·puted in wast ue 

of angry rhetoric toward. feminists and wonren in _general and of legitimation of a 



·opposedly .healthy male per pective. The dynamic. · of tl1~ meeting were rnuc_h more 

volatile thau .tho:e. of IN and MNC. Memb:ers of MMAN seemed to thrive on each 

athe.r'::; i nger, many time · resulting in .explo ive rage, Diafogue often took the form of 1 ng 

pe~onal narrati es in which men w re frame<l a victim· of oppressive w01ue11. Poi 

exmnpJ l recall ooe lengthy ·tory by a member wbo compared the Nazi regime, and the 

Am rkan ·lave trade with femini:m. T the laughter and d~light of th other member·, he 

-- hooted out: " ... and if I were-fire-d and .some bitch stepped in front of me at the 

ernployme11t line I'd punch heI' lights out." This :eemed t resonate witJ1 participan s' fe..ir · 

that ''_Lhlealthy. in. tinctive ma.Jen~· is threatened and under siege by vidou and 

de. lfU.ctive elements in the. feminist ranks" JvtMAN, 1992: 2}. In particular the ·e 

participants were · onc~ned that their jobs weJe tlrreatened by thee., · tepee of .. e;xual 

hara ·s01ent polit:i · in the workpl· ce, It i:s igni.ficartt that blame:for econonu · , tres:ei-due 

focused on womeo, and nor on the spedfic economic struct'ure a i '~ue. 

The vi Li 1cati 11 of women (e.g., women suppon~r of work sit day are fadlitie .. 
1rape-~hleld" legislation, affinnative action strategie ' etc.) and groups of "anti-mal 

teminist1;'' (ind.i aiecl by metaphors Ilke '1male-basher.s" "ball-crushers" and "feminazls'1
) 

refietK a ·trategy f frugmentation . The fragemematlon strategy revolves arourid targeting 

a.ad vilify, ng p.otential ources of opposition.2.S. Thu , tho··e with power will often con. trud 

, mbolit:form. •hich atte.mptto unify the ''Us.:' and differentiate and 1:agment the 

"Ochers." Unlike .some me01be f [MN who also interpeUate pat.riarcb.al ideology in the 

co. ~rruction of th ir identitie , member. of MMAN moved further in the direction of 

leghimiz.ing the action. of men wbo intend to u· e violence again t women. Artfcutaring 

these sensibiLfri s re_fl, t. ·· the strongest aruJ. rnost di.rect inte1pella;£ion qf patriarchal ideology 

wit/Jii1 members identrties that l observed i,;. my fieldi,v,ork. 

What 1 ,·ignifi ant about these field ob 'ervations is the fact that patriarchal 

idenrlties, arril:'ulated in the group context., i-ometimes wer masked or repackaged iD 

-<.hst ur ive contexts. One explanation for thi · nia 'king is that the s-MO mobilize to gain 

mor . broad bas . support from, the po.bli. A con i tent theme aero · r.lJe rt)('jn' · rights 

mobilization stnttegje j,- the claim that member· advbCate. for gender equality. lVIMAN's 

"n'li:,;sion statement" "itua'tei,;. these beliefs and reactions {n the COJlrext of supporting ;zender 

2x Thomp on de~cri~s frngmentm:ioo a-: 1he c, nstruction or messages that inOuence 1he breuk. up uf 
'' .. .1lrns1: ;ndlvidual. anti gr ups 1l1m might be ca.pal)I~ uf mounting no elJeclive challenge 10 don1i.JWJ1.I 
group:, or by <..)ti('11ta1ing forces of potefltiul oppositi 11 towards a target whkli is projected ;v evil. hannrul 
ortlm,._t{l.'.nin•!,!''(1'11 mp. n i~O: 5). 



equality; 

WhatWi Art: 
{.3 Men ctistres ed by the glaring absence of love, :under tandi,ng. 
unselli hne:. and acc.eptanct ·of anything hot a bia ed one-way 
-po.im-of-yie v in the proferninist movement. 
(4J Men who sopport the TRUE concept of male-female equality and 
differences. but who wish to relate to women a friends. 
{51 Men concerned by the dramati · e.rosio11 of rnale self-esteem and 
·onfidence ;ind iT deva~tating effect .on family life. 
(6) Men , eeking: to promote and disseminate. po:itive cooperation berwe~ 
the e -not mutual antipathy and destruGtion,• (MMAN, 1992: 2). 

The public presentation of MMANs mobilization strategies are represented a · 

:yrnbolk chaUen_ge.", e.g., to changing exi ting 1aw~ on ·exu_a·J assault, _i.;hild cu-rody ,fOd 

divorce. challenging ne legi.sl.ation and public policy ou sexual hara ument in the: 

workplace and haTieng:ing var.iow femini-t projects (e.g., t'emini ·t uruvei: hy press, 

e"i tence of publicly funded fentini ·t iotere.., t gro.ups, women only trali ition house: um! 

rape crisi cenrers ere.). From 1992-93. MMAN strategies centered on lobbyi'ng the 

edera.l Mini ter of Ju tice on perceived di criminato.ry hiring policie. rowatds Ca\1ca ian 

men aud "sexi t" • exual assau.ll legislation, attempts to e-x:1>and the SMO locally and t 

create stronger tie: with other men' righ1s SMO. , including potential men'~ iight · 

·upporter within llvlN. 

The. mabiHza'tion strategies of Lhe other men' rights S MO that l researched. 

MERGE. are equally fo:Cli ed on expo iqg di.:crimination againstmeo. and to dbc.redjt 

frrtiini t political projects. Members ·of the .three MERGE SMO (two in Alberta and th 

other in Wru hingtou State ·trate:gize to end gender di crimination ag inst men. MERGE 

anempts to educate. the general public through i newsletter., facilitation of public lec:ture · 

(e.g .. \Vam:m Farren) and uppon for academi: r earcb (e.g. Jones 1992 and 

Chri t~n eu 199.La and l 9Y2b ). A well, .MER ,E activi ' ts engage· in concrete str:ltegies 

aimed at changing legislation that dl'scrintinare:~ against men. 

7 

Lik ot11er . MOs wirhi.n che men's right n1ovement, the strategy of achievi1~g rnie. 

gender equality is an appeaJ to potential men and women supporters and an attempt to 

·fragment feminist opponentl-i. ·nm strategy i groonded .in a conservative perspective au 

"gender equ8 lity," The MERGE fragment.atian strategy works by ~xpo ·ing'femin:i t 

politi.~al projects. u well af wom n' · ·ex.ism in general a. inherently sexi. L For exampl ,. 

MERGE tr t~g.ie; attempt to blo k leg· -lat' on .up.porting the rights of prostitul to r:nake 



Jegirirnute obarge~ of xual , ault. to recall sexu·aJ harassment JeElslation in the 

workplace, to deny thee.xi, 'te11ce of gendctr-based wage differentials, to end equit:y hi rin•g 

pra~rice ' an to eff ctively neutralize men' · violeIIce as widespread social problem. 

lronjcaliy, the MERGE (an I l\1MAN's) mobilizations have dteir roots in the early 

on:c· usne · raising activitie · of the profemini. t movement:. 

'X 

A I di ·cus ·eel in Chapt:e.r One, Warren Farr 11 wa ai.1 early prop·ooem of expo iug 

femi.n.L t .- i. mas part o a bro-a.cler men' righ . agenda far ·•·gender equality .' Faneli'. 

approm.:h originated jn the ·eventie · through pn:rferninist work h.oµ:::; that h.e con lt1~tc:a. He 

a·· ed participants lo e.xpJ'ess the, oppo. ite g nder role to their own io a Dumber of ~oute · ts. 

Orn~ particularly popular role reversal teclmiq_u.e involved men playing the role of w n en 

,mcl worn n playing the role of judge·, .in i.tmock. beauty contest. The purpo. e wa:-to 

focrea.-e people':- coo. ·iomme. s of forms of .~exual obj~ct:ifiwtion .. 

A~ ◄ i..UT 11·::; O\: n politic changed his main concerns refocus~d to the problem of' 

the "new , exi m'' towards men hy femini ·ts and women in general (Farrell. 1986: 196). ln 

an intriguing move Farren developed the role rever~al techruque from his woJ'ksh.op.,_.i.nto 

1l1e rerrain of c<)ntesting feminism. In this proce: , a unique men's right· v1:rcabulary v as· 

C'.Or1 truc.:ted and u tained by an equal right fr.arrtlng strategy. Farrell :ought to 

demon. trate that men were equally if not more discrimin'ated against in legal . OGial and 

e1.:on mic context . Ruther rhan fo1.:using on men's experiences in relation to. ocia1 or 

et:onomic Mrucrures, he focused on the ''myth -'' pJopagated by feminists and by women in 

general · arrell. March/AprD, 1992 . For example. in The MERGE Jourttal, Fauell argues 

that the mi leading tatistic. -propagate.cl by mer;nbers of the womerf . movement 1i wage 

cltffereotia.u function to mobilize new member~ of the women's movement as oppo. ed to 

ha ·og any ba~·is in real.ity. ParreU refocuses th · sue of wage differential: on the idea tJrnt 

all women could pur ·ue t;ilgher paying jobs if they really wanted to bel:ause they have the 

. rune oppornmj tie , as men (March/ Ap1'il, 1992: I 0). He sugge-ts that far from a lack o.f 

opportunities, the real basi' of wage-differentials is "the 'cane~r of feniale rejection '' - that 

i ,\ men's culturaUyprest;rlbe.d detemtination to puISue sul:Ce ·sful and high payfng careers 

more- o ten than womeu. Men naturally e11gage in the goal of a high paying job because of 

their frar of "female" rejection .0.11d bec.aus~ women's equal, but opposing goal at seeking 

out "111ale ·ucc ~s objec 11 (Farrell March/April, l 992: I 0). 

A · a movement intellectual FarrelJ is in trwnental in fo.cusiI,g members 11 the 

mobj lization strategy of fragmerrting feminist claims. The main theme throughout his 

pubLi hed work wer the- lat 16 year. is reversing fe1runi t claims on the State of gender 



relation·.~'::' 

MERGE has adopted Farreli' · rraregy of re.vet .ing or fragmenting feminist 

per:pective ·. ln MERGE! 11arra.tiv.e. ori w.age differentials. women's pnveny. ·men'· 

-inlen '~. emple>yment equity, hara ·smen:t and many other is~ues the con istmit them, 'that 

arise: i: that men are the real victim · of femini t struggles for equality. The is ·ue of 

harassment i one example o.f many in which MERGE rue(I1bers deploy a stnitegy of 

fra rnentation. The following narr1:1tiv is represented by MERGE a eviclenc~ of how 

hazardou,' the workplace has beeome for men. 

I: the.re some law that say., 'if you pay a woman a complweot sbe doesn't 
\V:tnt it1

~ sexual haras meot t;veo jf there wa no prior indication he rnighi 
take offon e· ' Before answering that, it' important to understand just what 
happened here. Es entiaUy, the)' assen:ed I"was guilty because I'd 
commented on her makeup und physical appearance. Bot if b~'d come t.o 
work. one d~y wearing ao automatic pistol trapped to her hip and I'd sai•d 
'Wow~ That pistol ill really make folks notice you, but I think you're 
overdoing it ' would this have been coo;trued a • ex.Ltal harassment'. 
Prnbably not, because wearing a pi. tol is 11ot generally considered. to be 
sexual be.havior - for women. But wearing make-up is. On the i. ue of 
rape.. pop-femini t.· often argue that m.ake-up and provocative dress are not 
mitigatin_g factor.s in defen,. e of a rnp.ist because wearing mak:e~up and 
provocarive dre ·s i: not a· sexual behaviour. But in the case of seKUal 
hara'81nent. they rely 011 the fa.ct that it is exual be};iaviour in OI'.der tb 
define, by context, any commem a man might make· about it as being 
'exuar in nature (Van Mechelen,Januury/Fe.bro.ary 1992: 5). 

Symbolically, the narrative i an appeal to potential MERGE s.upporters on the 

notion that "pop feminLrs" have in, tigated discriminatory sexual hara:sment policies in th 

workplace .. The:e p<.1lic1es are '1opp.ressive" and 11discriminatory" towards. 01en -
11 
.... exual harru.sment is not about justice or dignity for' women, but about-their power over 

men" (Van Mechelen, Janu~ry/Fe.bruary 1992: 6. The reverse of wha't exual a~sault 

legiolation was inttnded to do is cJuimed to ha 1e occurred - a repugnant and intirn.idati.n.g 

work environment. e.xi ·ts for men becaus.e· of Lhe inability for a man to utt~r a compfanent 

about a woman l:o~worker, The claim that sexual harassment poliGy · reverse :exi~111 i 

b~ed o-n a number of a ·umptions made within the narrative.. that: (lJ t here i, an i'nhere.nt 

{:'Ofltradiction within feminis1 logk on hara ·ment and ·exual assault and (2) the natural 

course of. ex ual te!Qtiort~ requires men to initiate sexual or intimat_ relationships. 

W Like otJ1er m n·,; rights onn1n.initions. Farrell argues t.bal "lp]eopl · who (lo 1"he e rever,. als In mi~c 
pc.oplc'~ awar~oi:,ss of the new·sex· m can lx-, eaHed 'masculinist'·" <Faren. 1986: 196), 
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The narrntiv s_ugg ts that the.re is an .inherem contradiction within femind 

interpretations of haras ment. Sexual hara :ment policie. have created an eovironmem in 

which any comment made by a man about a woman1 make-up i perceived c.LR exutil i.n. 

nature. Yet, in th context of sexual as ·au.It, make-up not con idered sexuaUy 

provornti-ve. Con equently men's rights activist conclude that men are the ret1l victims of 

hara · ·mem J g · lation.. Tbe ;J:rategy mobilizes both men and women to challenge , exual 

harussrn ntpoudes .. ince t11ey are a threat to natural de ire for her.em exua.l couplh1g. In 

effec t, harassment'i. identified as an unavoidable outcome of normal heteros , ual de~· i.r . 

Yet, mos fem.in' ts make the opposite i.;laln1-it is not tlle meanings of ma..lc.e--up that ate 

·e ual. but th unwdcome comment 1hat implie · a request for a sexuul fcrv.ou:r. How n 

v otn;UJ ·wears her mak.e--up is not an open in itation for sex (nor if she wear · make-up al 

n1J ). 
TI1e above nrurative fragments f.emin.i t into rea ·om1ble feminists and 11pop 

.furninis "who ",._.prom.ulg-ated fear of men into the law, thereby putting. all men legally at 

ri k for doing wlntt mo t women expect and deman:d d;iac we do: rake the irritia'rive in 

crentingrelationships" (Van Mechelen. January/February 1992: 6). It i · in.tr~;guin_g that men 

~r .e.en ~s the initi'ators of relationship ~ an assumption reiterated again and again 

throughout M£ROE texts. Similar. to the men's rights lhovement,a a whole, MERGE 

member reify men's and women's role . A charg~ of exuaJ harassment i imply equated 

with the ·o.or attitude of a wrn nan who reje -t the sexual invir:ations of unsuccessful m,ul. 

ParreU argue,: "What men rm··. thOLtgA is th woman' experi.e11ce~ that when she bends 

over the offit:e file, ometime. the wrong man sees the rear the leg, tbe cleavage, And 

when the wrong mao pur lie., it1 haras~ment. Had the righ.r man pursued, he won.lei be-a 

potenriaJ candidate for marriage" (February 1992: J ). 

These ob. ervation highlight the corre pondence be.tween the identification of 

men' victimization and trategies oriented to challenge feminis.t mobilizations. MERGE 

.aclivist · aJ J "'al- to both m~n and women who are unsettled by changes in g nder relations 

throughout odety e.g. in work .family and educational ontexts). The ac:h.ievementof n 

unified consenuu:· of'the pro.blem li.e .. the i1;timization of men) and \,;On rructiou of 

trai:egjc actio11S doe oot meaJ1 there is consistent agreement on the faL:tor: that · reated the 

problem. Overall. femini. t · are 11 blamedir for the problem of men'.s victimization. . t the. 

. ame fu11e. activL rs identify a host offactors1 inducting .economic exploitation· (e.g. .. 

forcing men i:nta provider role ), legal discrimination (e.g., denying father .. ,· .acce~s to the.tr 

children. v hile expecting them to pay child :, up-port) and medi.a bias toward.I· rrren (e.g., 



stereotyping or '1bashing" men}, The identification of multiple fa<:tar6 leading to men'~ 

ictimization point to the many way activists experiem.::e gender and sexual relati.o in. 

their everyday live · .. tr also ra:i:,;e · an important question: how does tl1e oon.ttruction of 

91 

c 11lective niovemeot idendt.i:es strike a re · on lve chard or re,·omue with activist' · per onal 

ideml tie-·. 

F' ·ame A ti gpment 

ln Ch.apter Tm:ee, l d' i..;uss the application of analytical work on framing by 

Goffman (1974 and Snuw and Benford (1986 . A~ I earlier discus ed framing i. a way 

nf si'mplifying and condensing the meaning. of object·, ·ito.atlon idea::. or tiXperien es by 

encoding them With new meanings. According to Snow and Benford 'ocial movement· 

' .. . frame or u, sign meeuung to and interpret relevant event and condition. in ways "that 

are imended to mobilize potential adherent. and constituent-; . to garner bystander ·uppon 

and to demobiliz~ antagoni ts'' (1988: 198). E · entially,.a movement frame is a set o · 

belief :and rneanings thatreinforce a coUecdve identity and collective strategfo: .. .IQ conn· t, 

per on.al id ntity fratne are condensed mea:n1ng code, that represent individual qualitie · Or' 

e~periences. Member · of each of the three social movement organizations l investigated 

l;0nnect their per ·ona1 identity frames with the way in which each SMO colleotively frames 

ma.•;;culinir:y ·s:ues. This jncerpretive proce. of ulturaJ and ideolog,cal ·en ibilities informs 

each SMO'. :u-alegie. and clearly varies uc.<ros the SMOs·J examined, TI1e co.n_cept of 

frame alignment bndg-e these two modes of artit;ulating :ubjectivities. Snow and Bel1.ford 

refer to frarne.u]ignment a '"~.the linkage of individual an<l SMO in1erpretive orientations, 

. uch that . ome ~et o ind)vidual intere:t:, value· and belief and S (0 activitie., goat, 

ideology al' · L'.ongn.rent and ~oniptementary (19_86; 464). 

I.MN member · are adamant Lhat tl1ere .is a profound need for men to rediscover 

ma_·culinity as "a po . .itive force" w1thu1 them ·el e and collectively~ within their 

,.:, mmuniti~· {f sldnd Men, Summer 1991: 2 , The 'e acov· perceive a srroug need for 

p ydlological einotio.m.d and sp·iritt.l;il growtli. 'The link between these perceptionh•is a 

penmn r , nd t:oLle.ctive 11 e.d for a grounding fn. ocial process and se[f-GYt1anaw.ss rhmM,V. h 

sociul c-011tad wlth other.men. as opposed to arti u.lating political criteria for membership, 

A: U1e following narratives ·uggest, a significant source of IMN' collective mobilization · 

· .th need .to release blocked per ·onal feeling ~xperienced in everyday life ·and ptr--onaJ 

hi toiies: 
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,.,.thi ltesticular cancerj i rn't ·omerhing that we a: rllen dis u ,• ,vith any 
e se .. . suspect that I'm .likJ many of my gender-mate : I'd rather pay taxe.­
than deal with ·omething so deeply threatening to my identity" (Dragushan. 
S_ummer 1991: 9). 

I and many other men in my age group, gre,w up lmowu1g that 'big boy: 
'don't cry' (or h.ow vulnerability that men get what they want if they get 
angry enough, that being a star perfom1er in every _setting i very, very 
jmportant. .. it i tragic that a majority of men in this cultur~ live their li er in 
thi:· emoti nal pri on (Lynn, Summer 1991 :· 25), 

vVhat I learned w·- thi11gs like: getting laid. was the greare· t thing n earth 
whkh wa.s the mo ·t manly thing to do sext.iaUy and nothin~gelse really 
cou11tedmuch at alJ . How you felt a_boutit. how you feltemotionaJly 
towards your partner • . or how they folt towards you didn't matte1· very muc.:h 
- ·just getti1ig that exciteme11t that h1gh couoted the mo . I also l arned 
that pregna11cy as her problem, not your ... By having all -0f the image of 
sexuality focussed on being a good stud, the leftov.er for rue i that an) 
failur of being a good -tud i · tri,ghte 1ing,... Brnwn, T., Sumro~r 1994: 
12). 

Per onu.ll y, remern ber a lor. of pressur to. c.onform to group role model · 
ofte11 again t my own. t seemed to be ao alrno t constant proce:s~Jf c­
impon:anr to remember those early decisions we made. They mu t be 
redaimed and e.x.am:ined ... A partial list might include competition. the need 
lo ·ontroL standing your ground, and eeking approval ... Men do not hav 
to turn to women to find an·other path. We have to actively recreate our 
malene~·- inside. Our male friends-can help us by reflecting, their malene :-,;... 
A we li teu more carefully to our true feeling ~, need and morn.I value ·., v e 
learn by doing. lowly competition be ome. oriented towards self 
improvement (Keay • Spring 1991: 7). 

A een1r<-L1 the111e across these. narrati\/e" is a rejection of certain ideo.logka1 

en ibjlitie,' f how to' be a man. For example, Dra11gshan and Lynn' · pe ·onal ide11tity 

frames reject cultural .codes of silenve on men's is ue-· ones that. lgnlfy a weaknes,:· or 

vulnerability . For exarnplet men ope-nly di ·0u 'Sing tesric-u.Jar .cancer or being open tO 

developing intimacy in retation:hip, . Siniilat to. the metaphor,· de aribed earlier, t< frunie 

the mobiliz.ati.ons of 111en1 movement conferences.Lynn frames the o.lution. to men's 

i ·'alation as a "healingjotu-n~y,''· to "discever how to love "and "achieve "gre_at r 

co, sciousness." These nie.tapho . conn.eat witJ1 the doro.inantframe de~cribed earlier. 

[MN niembe.r frame thefr identiti.e as a proce -, 011e that aim~ t:o create a, new 

awareues,· of a deep rooted masculinity, The personal klenlity frames [n both Brown'; .and 

Keay·~ nam1tiv s. e-rnphasize a e11Se of re:·{st.anoe .. The ensibiliti articu1'lted within lhe:e 

nam1tiv coLild be read as resistance to hegemonic cultural oode ·.Bothof these writer · 



que$tion ''outside" aut.horitie: or pt'essure to define mi:mhood~ e.g,, number of partner ·. 

K"'ays d~ cribe · how ma cuJinity is formed through one's true feeling . He pojnts to 

"gh1diator·at contest""' (e.g., the. chool yard fight) as an example of how boy, come to 

define real mao.ho.od fr.om weaker ·ma: u.Jin'itie:s. e.g .. ''whimp . • ''lo ·ers." or "-v:.100:hies." 

Ba. ed on a wid r analysis o"' TMN discourses, I found that many·of fhe h~gemonic 

codes of m::mhood are pm into qut --_tion in the peconal identity frame .. of UV1N member , 

Dra w-irrg from the analy ii. s1.rrr1rnarized in Appendi't G lh~e frame: re ist: t I ) engaging in 

competiti01 for p wer with other men, (2) · olating weaker .rna, ul.4le identirie \ 

·exu liti s~ rac:e: and able bodied pea le, a. a ba t · of men' power over other:. (3J 

reinforcing ·trucrure · that impede close intimate relationships between men (Le.. 

homophobia). (4) supporting violent practices a~ an appropriate expres ion of 111anhood 

("'.g,, war, exual a·. ault, abuse. pornography and o on .• (5) ma.le hierar hies 'that limit 

women' equu.lity. (6) anioulating control, individualism and ma nery in the e'K()re i'on of 

ma-.SCLLlinity and rn ;upporting•econoi:ruc exploitation that harms orki.ng people ancl the 

euv-ironment. 

Howevel\ not ail member articulate personaJ ideotit;y fi.._ames tbatre ·ist patriarchal 

:ens1blli1ies.. Wirllin otiwr lMN narratives, tl1e interpe.Uation of patriarchal identitie is 

evident ome of rbe patriarnbal en ·1bilitie· embodied in these narratives include:(]) 

romanticizing violence. (2) searching for the 1'twe e sence" of masculinity, (Jl glorifying 

ma culin archetypes involving dominance over others, (4 delegitimizing femini. mas 

. h·ame ba ed. (5). vili ying women and other men and (6) silencing difference.i· in how gay 
men and . traigbt men are n·eated in ociety. The following narrative reflect these oompfo.:it 

p-er.. onaJ identity frame, : 

,., , and finally.~ I may even be able to tell my elf the truth that I can feel 
plea .ure. feel alive, while in a 'i'olent state. TI1ere 1 · a certain beaury in 
. ome violence (Ogilvie, Spring 1992; }, 

This Lmytbo-poetic] approach u es traditional storie · and myth as a form of 
psy holog:ical trun · ormati.onal aw.akening towards an awarenes and 
reclamation of our ·cruemasculinity (Winkeln1an , Summer I 991: 4), 

Pir, t.. we need to. acot,pt that men and women .are fundamentally different; 
equal, but not t11e same. Therefbr~ men and women should not be rreatetl 
the ame, whether in i..;ou11selting, business, or wherever. Men ba ·ic.ally 
won't change,. and neither ·hould they. Women won't basically change and 
why hould they. We all need to increase our skill in living together as 
different member of a team. ln pa:rtic.ular, we ·houlcl not try lo o·ai.J1 boy. · to 
be like nice~ men. or girls to be tou_gb and hard (Maris, Wmter J 993~ T). 
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I reject the attitude tlinl attempts to lay blm.ne for a climate of mistru.·t and 
angc;r wh1ch c u produce violence, ·olely upon men. I encourage people to 
qu ·on tbe ba1Tage of destructive. gender~~ia: ed rheteiric und journalism 
that 1mmlts n.d shames u (Batter bury, Sprmg I 992: 19)-. 

lnce men (. orne men? au men?) are beiI)g blamed for women'$ woe , 
tho e of us who were o:alned to please women feel at fa1.J lt .. _.Th women 
become c.-ont_emptuou· · rather tbao orgiving (Brown, L, Winter· 1993: ). 

One explanation for th~ co-exi' ·teo~ of contradictory personai identity frames i: l11e 

unifying effect I 's erall coUectivrj identity frame. IMN mobilizes member · based on 

the a ·ceptance o di e~e subjuctive positi ns becau _ th~y reflect each man'. pTOl:e ·5 of 

clr.-.;covery and nrploration of ma.st...-ulin.iry .. Unlike l'vlNC and MERGE, w.hat is emphasized 

within [ 's 'tnitegy a:rerelacion-hips between members and nm.a dear obarter or set of 

principles that defin the move01 nl fMN members privilege the exploration of their 

eve-ryd· y emotion and feelings (e.g .• d1e plea ure or being in the 1,;ompany of other meu 

or al1 wing painful p t exp rienm: to surface) and resistance to authority figures. 

Member. arrkulate multiple personal fi:ames on masculinity, including U1e 

iOLerpellation ofpatriarchaJ one '.-ln effect. a plurali t per ·pective frames th-e·tnobilizatian. 

of [MN partkipan.t . One implication of thls insigb.t · that the-111:obilization and collet:tive 

framing '-U-C1.te{ue ·. of [M cmmot adequately be under~tood through the conventional 

binary categori s of progre ·i ve ·and coontermo ement politics or code of '\:ommirted 

L'nen" . er ·us '·'mi ogyni t me11" (Young, B .. 1993: 321-329). 111 fact, a full under ·randing 

ofn1ytbo-poeJiL°p.olitics f masculiniry requires in-depth analys· . 

A: I earlier inclicarect, the pluralist approacb.in [MN is rooted in the metaphor · of 

'looking inward" and ''looking out\vard." The~~e metaphors separate (;ollective action into 

two omponent . The fir t j • IMN's framing of masculinity as a pr.oces ' o · :elf-av arene•:-; 

ar jouruey per· nalgendel' identity. The second is what [MN activists see as the politicnl 

:trntegies of theprofem:.in.i. t and meo' rights movement-,. The e movemtrt. mobilize their 

men:ibers around political project , critical analysis of ideotitie. and asse su-i~nt of 

m culine practkes ·i:e,, outward proces -~ ). As one rMN activist de ·cribe· · it; 

We ha e noticed that m~n's group in different parts of'the i.:ouoo:y 
empha -ize dufornnt ru pect ' of 'men'· work.' Here in the We., t IW~tcoa t 
of _ orth America!, we se:e inner·pro.ce se~ and development take prio.Jit)r 
ove a tion in tbe world. The thrust of mu h of the material we ha ·e 
encounter d in preparing this new~letter i oward ·ymbolism, mythology 
and per ·onal growth. There a:re some grnup however that take· a trong 
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:tand on i~. ue- uch as violence-, rape, power, and fem.in' m (R1ch.ard ·o.r1., 
· ummer 1991 : 21 ). 

otnet.ime. members of the mytho-poetic movement claim an inner-work ~rrategy 

µollt:ical (drawing on the women' ·· rnoveanentfra1ne of "th peronaJ i political'1
) . butmon.· 

often memb~rs argue tb:at i11ner work m.a L be done before accomplishing the tark. of 

rr--an rrorrning . ociety. A· Harding ( 1992), editor of the flag hip mytho-poetic--new letter 

V ingspan. ~omments: "f 11)nlike tbe women's movement, whii;h is largely outwardly 

directed. aimed at 1:hanging law , societal structures and other people.' · way of thinking . 

.the rne-n1 
• 01oveir1 nt lmytho-poeticl i: ill\.vardly clireoted. It is ·ge,,erally rnt1c:h less 

oncerned \vith n w dogma · and presuming to 1con-eot' other people's 'thollght pattern - and 

heh .. wior than it i with encouraging men to find and follow their own path, that personal 

myth or·missim that will give meaning _and form to their lives11 (xii). 

This frame suongly reson·ate.· with lhe per onal identity frames articulaled by mo 't 

metnbeL , f IMN who resi t "outside authorities'' to define their masculinity and se)mality. 

For sorne m mbers th' outside aotbority connects with many of the failed twentieth 

century political projects: 

'Tm Id enough t0 have lived throughout the ri e and fall of the ideaHstic 
and fanatic right. and the inflation and implo i n of the doctrinaire left. ... I 
have no wi h to participate in a. movement wher~ doctrine establishe. criteria 
or manhood, decides wb.a_t cons_titutes an initiation, and here the line 

between force and ioJence is drawn .. ;' (Raman, Fall 1991: 7). 

For other the metaphor of inward lookin_g involve: rejecting patriarchul 

e pres, ·ion.· of manhood. 

I want t actively support any person or movement bringing about posi"tive 
chan0 es in U1e per onal and · ocial live of women and in the interpersonal 
and political environment in wb.ich we in.teral;t; l strongly believe that insight 
in and acknowledgement of our own per anal and :o.cia I hi tory may 
promote our !Jberation as men and eventually ·a more ane and cooperntive 
society; T believe that men have a per onal and political re ;ponsibility to help 
eradicate the iJvtruments of women' suppres ·ion and to develop ne.w 
structure. ensuring formal and sob ta.ntive equality between meo and 
women {Schuyff, Winter 1993a; 4). 

For othe ,. ,-the memphor of inward looking is simply part of a re · ·mn·ce c.o m.o_den.1 

ulrure. 



M t men celebrate the movement's diver ity and th ir region's unique 
haracter, resi. ting calls for homogenization. umbrella orgllfl[ZJlti~n ~. and 

national uge11das. TI1ey would rather merrily dance to their local p'iper than 
fall into' a f ockstep march behind lhe banner of an.y army; no marrer ho\i 
u bJe (Harding, 1992:- xii). 

1 becurm: aware of ho strongly the coUective: IMN fra:mmg re:oo.:ited whb 

membm 'througb my ow~ participation and activhm1 witl1m the SMO. I di' covered that my 

profeinini tpe ective was generally re ·pected at IM meeti'ngs. [MN members li ten d 

to rny view,· I hacl' .i profeminist an:i ·le critical o · IMNpublished, members of IMN c me 

to profemio· -u1 tivities I helped to organize and l'wns activelyrecmited to participate i1.1 

IM a tivitie from the faU of 19.91 up to faJ I 1994. lt became apparent to me in 

di, cu, :ion · with member· Lbat what they re peered was my per.· anal pro·ce s of exploring 

my idcntjl), and my voice in t}le group. and bemg pr:ofemi.ni t wa part of trus proce~:. 

As one might expect, thi · appearance ofope11.nes. and a('ceptan ·e ofmem/Jer!_J· own 

process qf dis ~a very maxtmi2es rhe. potential for >nobfllzj.ng new members •. and l think. this 

tsar t/.r<! heal't of the rnytfw-poetic moverne,,rs popular su. ·ce.s . In fact the pluralHy .md 

bforriog f political boumfarie · i-s·retlected in tbe I.MN statement.of purpo e: IMN " .. . doe · 

not advo1:aLe particular philo-sophjel), but doe respect the,right of individual corilri.butor: to 

argue pa·. ionatelyfor tl1eir position:" (Winter 1993.: 3). ln. upport several members point 

out 

Our ·tatement of purp :e make 1t cJear that we Ufl!· · fururo ( ·huyff, 
Winter 1·993b: 3). 

ln an effort Lo provide a balanced picture of the diversity ofmaJe interest and 
actiou. we ·have cho en to reprint some arti ·I.es fromf'urther afield. We think 
you will see t.bere c a yariery .of opinJon that. i being expr sed and acted 
upon (Richardson. ummer l 991': 21. 

We expre ·sed divergent po ~iti011s: we oppo ed vioJeuce bur.dlsagreed an 
hat fom1 thi oppo 'trion .should .take. The consen us was that violence 

wa · a complex v sue of special importance to men that -·hould be discus ·ed 
a fully a po sible ... The rnoge of opfoion e pressed during the meeting 
w,as_ ·hoed .and augmented in the articles received (h'land Men, Spring 
992: 3). 

Jn e,ffect~ th collective frume al~o work: · to unify :tbe active p·olitical mobilization. 

of both tht: profemini t and men'· righ · .project within a new age.movement - on that 

emphru·ize being in the company of men, accepting men wherever th y are in their pro s-



and ·elf-awareness (Le .. exploring identity through myth, dance theater drumming, 

poetry and ritual.). 
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In contra ·t, MNC's collective, 'fmme focus on .a su ·fained critique ofpatriart:hal 

xtmr..·-t-ures- and ideoloJ<y. l11e allowing sen ibilitie · are trongly aniculated in MNC~ (I) tl1e 

re ~og 'ti011 of men' .domu1'artCe av.er women,. (2) he acknowledgement o.f men'-s 

di....,proporti.onate economic. political and :odal power over women, ( ) a comm.itmeor rn 

wor agai_nst ex.is! 1, homophobia and fom of violence, (4) the mobihzation of 'MNC 

with allied social movements · ·e,_g., women' movemen gay and lesbian liberation 

movement. n.:itive peoples and anti-racist :truggle · tbe peace ecology ·and labour-union 

movement.). (5) the ide-nt:ificarion.Qf :pecifi struL-ture~ as a basis of inequality and (.6) the 

understanding that there is a need or political action in e: e:ryday Hfe (e. 0 . work, 

relation~hips, cnooL etc) and fo local and national.in tirution~. MNC's mission ·ta-cement 

clearly refle-t."1.8 thes sensibilitie : 

In .a society dominated by meo a patriarch-al so1.;jety, men hav.e 
disproportionate economic, political ,md ·so ial power over women. B.u't the 
very things that.give us power' exact a p1ice. \Ve are not born patriarchs. The 
proc·ess lbat lea& us to accept tlle current norms of i:na au.Unity and tl1 
dom1nati'on of some ove others, leaves u .all brutalized, limited, and angry. 
We uspally do not acknowledge. our· isolation, fear, frustration and 
alienation. Women, children, the planet, and indeed our elv~ , '•uffer th 
c nseque.oces (TV(NC,Wrnter 1993_: 15). 

rv1N ' · coUectiv identity fram '.thaJJe.nge members and activ\st.s both fo que-·tion 

their awn personal identitie:.as ell as to oppose oppre-·sive. ocietal ·tructures colle ·tively 

( e .g; .• p·ltriarchy capit.J..li.sro, ra~.i m. etc..). Tiu tands in. contrast to lMN' · open 

col lecti e action framing whioh bleuds diverse perspectives and empha,·izes ''in-ww-d" or' 

intr_o pe. (TVi:; a tion. C members frame th link. between personal and oollect.ive 

transformation in thi way: "lt]he cha:ng~. we want in ~ociety as a whole are chang -.s · e 

sLTi e to make. tn oursel '.e,s' ()Y{NC, Spring 1993: l 9), 

MN iuvites potential new metnbeTh to join in a political project that 'identifies 

specifi prai:ti e · and politic a coercive and oppre ·i e. ln comp;i.rison wj_th mytho-poetic 

framing .• · the MNC oollective framing is oriented to an emancipatory project: The emph1-1sis 

n. ooia1 poHtic..:al · nd economic lraf'lsforrnatlon irnpac'ts on the 1:ecru.i.tmem of new 

member ·hip in MNC. New members (and incumbent ) are e;~_pected to adhere ·to a clearly 

d.efoied pr f emini:'t di course on gender and sexuality. Al o. there is little suppon for 

1.nember · ho choo. e t9 draw on mytho-poeticr men1 ri,ghts or other uon-profernini . t 



perspective."-. 'fh ~ o.b. rvation. • . ugge. t that p.ar:tlciparjoJJ in MNC require members to 

interpellate an oppositional profeminist ide11titi.e •. 
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The foUowin.g oan:ativ~s exemplify how , ctivi. ts articulate an oppositional personal 

identity fra.rrung of puoian: hal ideology. 

h i • not erusy to ·peak and think Qf one' elf a sexual abuRer a "soft' 
rapi 'L. It mean laking at face vu.ln.e yo.ur targets' as es.sment Qf w,hat you 
did . wbon the v~ry method by which you -did it was closing .51ou:rself to that 
per 'on's wilL I am referring to women, since ma ·t men cbao, e to rape 
women and to fuminiz · rh men they rape g; men}. 1 hav.e pre ·sured 
\\- . men into sex, explohed the deep gap of ·ilence mutual desirt and a final 
'No!' Pleuse don't use the· word of 'consent.' No.) never had the alibi of 
alcohoJ, f; nlty i..:ommunkation, a frat party or a ·exist peer group ot' 
education, nor would I want to . them ifl had. The womanl most 
·el{oally abused was the one that I loved the most (I loved many orb.er~. ,-) 
(Dufte.·ne, Winter 1993~ 2 ). 

Today ·thousand of women will ~ beaten, raped or murdered and many 
more Will be the victim of hatHul Jokes and .deliberate aggrava~on. My 
arnb.itioJ1 is to be part of the moveroent which is workii1g to ,end this 
intolerabfo 'ituation. Of the men wfm read these word , well over half will 
be in the llabit of. uppre~'Si.ng the libe;rty of women on a routine ba is. Not 
me. you say-? I hope you ald it. or at le'a, t. thought it be ause; if so, rhi .· 
arti le is rumed at you. Like you, I have long con idered my .. elf to be an 
eg;:1btarian male, open to tbe problems facing women and never adding to 
Lherrt my -elf. Unfortunately, lik mo·.-t 111en~l have been in tacit approval of 
the $J stem whfoh .oµp.res ei women for the benefit of men. Most men 
contribute to Lhis tyranny without ever knowing it (Francis, Wiater 1993; 
1 I ) . 

Several co.re sen ·bilitie from .MNC's coflective 'frame .rre e11co led witllin these: 

nam1tives. The ubjeccpn citions apparen ithin both narratives reject coercive gender and 

:-.exual ict•entjtie · and the pra tice . as ·ocfared with them. Also. the i.J1tende.d reader i!· hailed 

i.n such a way that he i encouraged to take re ponsibility for meni- vio1enoe under the 

rubric of a profemini ·t ideology. 

These narrative·s reflect the many struggle ' ·and feeliags o per ,anal re·spdn ibility 

Lha can urface when pro eminists e, plore the societal problem of men's iolence. U ·ino 

confo fon_aJ na1Tative: r.e,fiec~ participants' needs to identify oppressive en ·ibilitie und 

p11L(..'tice: w1thin their own live. . A part of a collective action frame, such di closures are 

also meant to provide evidence-ant! ack:nowledgemenr .of ma ·culine priV1leg~ ~nd 

domin.atiorL The straregy convt,ys the ·en ·e that it i -both appro-priate and socially 

acceptable to take responsibility for one' abusive actions. 



On the other hand. the confessior al $b.1itegy may actually cultivate 

counter-productive collective-identity frames . .lf the only s.objectivttie avai.f'able are :tho:e 

that are atnr.:1.ted v,ri,th guilt and self~blame. then tMs i likely unpalatable for men 

99 

unfam:i ri'ar \i ith the bru ic :ensibilitie emneshed in profemi111st di·scour e. Ffr 4 in the. 

above _ran,e~ there appear co be few cultural ·and pQlitic;al spaces open for tbe ~on,srr_uction 

o ma culi.ne identicie tha.t cannot in ome way be framed as oppre sive. Closing the 

meanings of hetero-ma.culinhy can leave ·one w·tn the impre. · ·i.on tbal there are few 

Li ·ernting s_ubjectiviti -, Mobilizing new roerrtbel'S to ·engage a coll.ective acti'on frame thut 

coM~"tentJy po:iti.ous rnen in the political space of a pr·vileged and coercive oc.ia.1 group 

may be an undesirable place or mostmainsrream r_nen. Not all MNC tn1tegi.es are frnmed 

iii i.h · clo ·ed fashion. 

Liberal. socialist :and radical profemirrist identity frame m:e distinguishable within 

MNC.. lmere. •tingly, 1b·e e frame. coexist within MNC' · collective ide:ntlty fr:amiog and 

mobilization . Re all that MNC' collective fratning urges men to abandon masculine 

·ubject po itions that are oppre.-sive. WhiJe all three profemirust per:pectives are aHgned on 

the need ta reject patrlarohy and on .the solution of dismantling thls and :other oppressive 

sy~te.m:. there ure ten io□ . The centraJ dilemma facing these perspectives i a divisive 

fr mjng-of proferu.inist 'Ubjecrhtitie~. Both ~ociali 1 and UbeJ:"-a:.I fra.r:nes inV.ite men to join a 

·profemini st movtmeot in order to open spaces for women to parti ipate a equal mernbets 

of-society . The fiberaf:S u. e metaphors like "protecting"· human rigb.ts and le~g to be ";Jt 

borne" wit_h equal~ty of the ~xes. The. -so iali'sl examine. how men ''profit'' from women' 

rear of violence and how "eqnal" pay for women require · a rethinking of oclal and 

economic structures. Radical profemiuists on the other hand panicipate in ap anti- ··exi .. r 

rnoy-em.em, but it i one which j' 'chstru tfu1 even of it own member hip, because men'. 

identitie, are ultirnately grounded in violence and oppres ron. For example, 'ome ot the 

metaphor~ o.sed. by radical pro eminis · . intl ud · men' · "war" again ' t women and attempt: 

to ''weed outt' ptofetrrin.i: -t · ·who are '\macconntable" to feminists< The tension betwe.en 

the e perspective .. arose on two major MNC t:rategies, ( J) on the s:yrnbolic value of the 

White Ribbon Campaign (WRC) and (2) the net5d oo be account.able to the women's 

movement. 
l11e I 9g9 MontreaJ n"Ul acre w a ·q1i:rica.l titne in the expan ion of profeminL t 

political di- i..:ourse into maln ·tream Canacfiao so ietjl. lo her analysis of the WRC Meg 

Luxtoo argLles that the " ... Montre--aJi ma saC1:e. w.as a significant tnrning point; it 

consolidated on mas ·ca.le the recogoitioJ1 that violenc_ agalnst women is a wide -pread 



JO() 

'OLial -problem ·ooted not in th individual pathologies of a few violent m n, but in the deep 

~tructu ·es of the .society a u whole" (l 993: 36 l). 

Duting the second anniversary of the Montreal ma: ·sacre MNC began to mobilize 

by urging n n to wear a whitt; ribbon to . ignal the.ir opp-Qi,ition Lo vioJence again:t om n. 

As a :-.ymbo1jc ·t.rategy the WRC wa · to orie_rn men to (1) .identify thefr own oppo ition to 

men' viol.ence. (2) challenge organization in society to malce·cha.nge·s and to re ·pon.d to 

I.he social problem of violence against women 1-1nd (3) ma.k a personal commitment for 

examining violerwe tow.omen in ea h of their live ·, The li ts of individual men ·_upporter: 

\ · impre 'Sive. Wicl spread ·uppon·came from: polidcians, native Leaders, union 

m1::inbe.r . • bro;.1dca tees, ac·uctem.ic ,_ bu iness people, at.hlett$, actors. ocia] movem~nt 

a1.:ti"\ · and . o on. Supp rt also came from rnai•nstream oigardzatior uch as:. 

mun.icip.aliries. schools. (.;.0tnpani'- , union ·. prnfes:ionaJ as. o"l,iation. and other 

organization . . -·ome of these organizat:io1 . ~uch a the YW/YMCA and some B .• -chool 

Di trh.:ts., t.:ontinm: to di ·tribute whlte ribbon or WRC buttons every D_e,cember . 

. hchael Kaufman. (founder and nationat director of the campaign) framed the 

WRC a an open an.d experimental .. traregy: 

... aims to iflvol e men aero: a very wide p.olitical and sodaJ pe1._;trum, 
.including men who disagree -with ·ome of the princi.ples of r.he Men' 
· etwork for Chang whi h we hold dear. The tea.son for th.is broad 
orientation js :_imple: our purpo ·e · to get millions of men to personally 
eommit themselves to work imn;iediately to help end a reaJity that leaves 
mo. t Canacli,m women fee Ung fearful and many liv1ng in terror (Win r 
1993: 4). 

Kaufman's commitment to work with men in Canadian society who dJJ not share 

th> goofs of!v/NC 11-'as a rucia/ de ision.. The campaigll was meanr to symboliralfy unic 1 

nfen pu/J/icl) to oppo e I iol.em:e against women. Yet,: _even a the campaign took offrnany 

[Ja.rticipa.n fo_und rhemselves in an w1comfortable political position .as rb following 

nam.1tive sugge.1 : 

The campaign it eJf wa·s limited by being tied .on the . ·alendm' at lea.:t) to the 
womens massacre. but uot (yet) tied to any, ongoing program of education. 
coru,;ciousness-nti ·ing or progn:i rn of c0Tll.lnw1 · ty activity .... we. found 
our~elve .• in Kingston at lea t u1 a damned if you do/damned if you don't 
'luation. Some sentiment was expressed tbm our actions amounted. ro 

tokeni :m: ( or too· littie-to~latefam) or wots~ yet other womeo (particularly 
women ·an the. front line Gf the problem, i.e. cri is workers). were· 
upportive. Some expre eel anger and frustration. Yes, but also a 
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realizati n thatthe1·e were few alternatives (Jou~s, Winter 1992: 7). 

Pressure from radical profeminists· within MN increasingly developed. ome 

MO. wid1iJJ MN.C boycotted the- WRC.. Metnbe1s of the Kingston MNC decided to 

di:·m ·so iate-them.selves frpm the oationu.l campaign. The deGi ·on was ba. ed on the l'.IUtlu'e 

of the t.r.an gy and tbe media coverage of the WRC which,'', .. ·eemed to 0\1erpov er 

c.onsideration of the c.;entraJ is ·ue (m n' · · olence ugain t women) in favour of the mote 
newswmthy (from a media tandpoint) issue of 'sensitive new age guy-s1 ·und their token 

political gesture " (Jones \¥inter 1993; 6). A.: wen, Kin:g too participants belie. ed U.i.:u tl1e 

tirrung w~- "inappropriate:" " ... men had monopolized national attention at a .moment that 

hi ·lorical circWTJ tan e: had e1 a ·ide for women to share their pain and streJ1gth" (Jones . 

mter l993: n), Finally~ King ton MNC member were concerned \,Vlth the way rh 

campaign wa: being run. The ·e concerns centered on accountability ro wornen1
• group~, a 

pereeption highJig_hted b_y the metaphor th t-the WRC wa ·. a. ' 'new national 'boy,.;; club'" 

(Jone , Winter J 99 : 6). 

Monrreal M . C members were as vocal in their criticism and also boycotted the 

WR . ln a similar fashion as the Kingston member they articulated a skeptic.µ framing or 

the WR . Member· of Montreal MNC portrayed the WRC · .. : publicly attacking feminists. 

''serting up femini ts who <.;rLirnot voice any critique :of the caitlpaign without being dubbed 

man-hating rnd.i1..:als by the media,." a "rdnforcing male ptivilege and unaccounta.biEty," 

and fo.r the rea ans outlined by the Kingston rvlNC (Dufresn~. 1993: 10-1 I). 

b1 contrast. response from member. of rhe board of directors for the WRC au.ct 

Michael Kaufman framed the traregy as a ''Victory for Canadian women'' (Kaufntan. 

Wint r 199 : 7}, K~ufman corurnented that: 

The mo t exciting thing .1$ how the idea of the WRC lur bec,ome part of the 
fabric of national life. That': a very po iti ·e thing because it mean. the 
campalgrt could be taken up by men m their tens of thousand · ~ hundreds 
of thousands (I 991: 10.). 

In upport. Michael K.immeJ (a move.ment intellectual in the profemin.i t movement 

in .the Uruted States) comme11ted: 

But while Dufre.ne. fm.etnber ofMontrea!'Men Aganist.Sexlsml cho se · to 
ex oriale you on specious coants of political incon-e rne ·s, qo~ tioolng 
your motive. a11d effe ts. I ·alute what must be thelarg_est organi'ze<l 
profernini:t men's ev(::nt in t11e h.isrory of the. world!...Dufre, ne ch,ru·ti:es 
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you fur devoting y(:)ur lives tu this effort and - . gaspl - making a living 
frotn it He . lu.hi1s that there is no structure of accolUltability. but it i. clear 
that he means that yo.u a.re not c1Cootmtable to him and the women's group, · 
he wants yoo to be accoum;ablt= ro ... Those of 11 in th¢ United State· stand 
in awe of your ability to make this an is ue-of national concern i11 Omada. 
You have my envy and adr 1U-ation {Kimmet 993~ 3"), 

The WRC was. 'ucc~ sful i.Q, ren;it ... of integtari.ng profomi.oist di~c--0>ur ·e · irHo 

ma:i11stream culture. The trutegy involved networlcing qJ1d unjting men to -symboli ally 

ackno ledge men's violence.again, t women and t.o chaJlenge 'ex.i t and t.:oetcive beh tvior: 

It wa - a fir ·t tep to ard · popuJari..z.ing muvement pol.itics in Canadian ·oci ty- a goal 

that i at the ore of the SMO fonnatfon. The meuning. that the \.VRC intended 10 get ou~ 

opposed men'· violern.:e gain-st women not as an indiv.rdual issue o.r pathology. but a: a 

·ottal -and political problem .. In effe 't, they were col..lectivdy and publicly invohte.d in 

di, TUti)ting patriarchal ideology. 

i nificamly the WRCwas articulated in a popular sodal contex~ outside of 11len', 

groop~. conferences ·and newsletters, The effectivenes: of tllis strategy is evident in the 

·trong ea1..;ti ns of the profamily movement men' right movement and Chri tian right-. 

Th'\ e n wright group · begap to identify prQf~tninist men and more broadly mainstream 

iue 1 : upporti.ng the WRC us wreaking ha.voe on tliesocial"fabric. Previously, the e group · 

foe~ on women partidpants. in the women's movement and feminist~. A major critic.ism 

of the WRC by radical profemi.nists was that me□ who supponed or expre ·sed par.r"iarchal 

ide.ntitie::; might wear a white ribbon . .However, the po sibility of d:ra.v.ri:n.g t.h: e me11 into 

profemmism , ·trikes me as an important victory. The significance of, uch ao achievement is 

one of ga.ining. a participant ba, ~ from which .other r:nore practj.'cal u·a~gie could be 

laun~hed. S me other strategie- include: developing potential funding sources for 

inr1ovmive program~. for a bus iv~ me~ .. -upport for changes ill the law on issu~s identified 

by the wo1nen's. movement uad support for funding inc:.rea es in the ,,;helter movement. 

Finally the WRC was criticized tor it: lack of accountability to the women's 

movement. Given. ihe diversity of feminism .the _que~ tion: arise as ro what cal~ 
acl.:ounlab-il.ity to the women's mov.ement .rneun·. Radical profemin.ists-within MNC 

twP-OTted. ::i narrow framing of accountability, The e member · ~gued that accountabi lity 

meant re ponding to ull eminist reactions to d1e WRC. whioh amotm.t · tQ an impo: ible 

t:a. k. bn one hand these participants attempted to respond to femini ·'t critici Tns ·and 

believed thar jr w snot in the LOttr~".t of a profemio..ist movement-to reject these poims. On 

the other hand, they actually di c.ounted "the views of many fuminis who argued that wlli.l.e. 
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1.h y had critici m: thi . hould not negate the need for men to continue rb · WRC. 

lri cornparu 0L1 to fMN and MNC .. JERGE member articulate a cofiective w,;tion 

frame that, t fir ;'4 i:lpp~. to :uppott gender eqoality and univer al human rights. Th 

MERGE statern~nt f parpo:e ender es: 

... 1.he principle. of equal right and equal digrrlty for all people, an-d in 
purtiudur fo.r member.s of both sexes. R~ent change hav · moved· otiety 
toward equality in areas wbere women .have long been discriminated 
agrunst, though much temain · to be-done in this. regai:d. Men have al ·o 
suffered ,arious kind of di: crimination'lx:cause of their gend r, and the e 
are no le. s hamrfu.l to their well being. TI1ere cannot be real equality until 
both. exe · are freed from oppre sjv stereotypes a11d unfai:r treatment 
(MERGE, January/February 1992: 10). 

De-pite th fra.i.twlg of gender equality and human rights for all peop·J , tv.IBRGE 

octivi:t.· concentrate. their efforr · on gender irtequalities and geJ1deJ stereotype that they 

beli:eve are db:ecred toward men - ofte.u unjus.tJ in favour of women or feminist 

mobi]izution . Toi frame correspond· with Urn mission 'tatement of MERGE whjch 

identifies the need for the promotion of a balanced view in situations where one ·ide.is 

perceived a~ not receiv:iog "adequate attention": 

The purpo:e of thi organization is to work in public a:nd in private for 
grt!.ller onders.tandiog and equality betw~en the sexe .. All of our official 
pron.ouncements will affun1 our commitment t.o fulJ equality, and an any 
i:. ue where either' de' fa not being given adequate consideration, we will 
attempt to pro.mote a more balanced view (MERGE January/F~ruary 1992: 
l U). 

There are imponanc difference.1 between the men's rights and profemi.nl .t framil'1g 

of geud r equality, In contrast.,, to MNC,. MERGE i;rrember · frame tJ1e is ne: of g~nder 

eqoahty a. · a matter of men's nghrs and of pe,·ceiVed injus'tices towards men. A. well, che 

JV[ERGE collective frame: ori.ginates from tvlERGE member' own perso·nal identity frames. 

Por in -ranee... ome members convey storie of bejng unequally treated and victimized by 

the justi.;e i.;y "tern in 1.,;ustody agreement!:> or divorce, of inadequate parenting as a thild. of 

unhe.alrhy transformations b1 family ·tructures or of their perception of fomini. n as 

fundamentally ·exi 't and anti~maJe. 

TI1e.re are . even:rl prominent therne ' that urfuced in the analysis. of the :MERGE 

framing ·trat".gies. First. many .of the narratives reflect the •riew tbat men are un}ustly 

regarded a ~ inciden:taJ through geoder ·ter otyping. These themes are core factor~ I identify 
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i.n MERGE oatrati.ves - ·one's that reflect the fr ming of men' ictimization:-for ·e ample, 

::i.s- a re ult of the sexism of femiaist politic . Like the ruembe of MMAN MERGE 

activists argue that femi11ism has bei..:ome a dominant and oppre ·s,ve ideology in 

main ·rr am society .. Second. MERGE n•arrative~ convey a ense ·that women'. contribution 

o · homemaker and nurtw·eJ ha. become unfairly minimized in society. For in tance, 

women' participation ou ~ide of th.e family b...i led to the devaluation of women who 

L:hoos to ca.re-give and homemake . Third, men' contribution to family proce · is 

11ti11imized. e. pecially in the context of child cu.-tody decisfon . Activists argue that women 

and feml n1 -t · claim a sen e of moral uperiarity in area of human re.lation~hip. and 

larellting: thu. ·. limiting men to provider roles. Fourth. traditional foniily tructure art! 

breakjng do n. Human . urvival and happine · depends upon ~doJt adequately replacing 

themselves. Consequently, heter.ose uality hoold be upheld a the natural fo.rrn:dation of 

the amily . Fifth. deprivation i11 childhood through family breakdown is a major cau ·e of a 

large range of :ocietaJ problems, FinaUy Lbe woi;nen'. movement' and fei;nin.isrn i a major 

. ·.ourct'I of societal breakdown. 

It i. · .-igni:fic.,mt that these themes repre ·ent the rever ·e of feminist equaJity frames. 

For example, coo sider the ·en ·ibllity oa valuing women's work in tl1e home. Femini -1.s 

h.ave als pa-inted out thatwome1/s contr.ibutiou as homemak~r and nurtureJ i devalued in 

~oci~ty (Leclerc, 1990: 76). Hm.vever, the key difference fro_m the men' rights frame. is 

thatfemio.is ldentifyf not the intrinsic .deva]o·atfon of the work. but the dev_aluation of 

wonien ho typically performed the, ark (Delphy 1990~ 95). The men'• rights members 

on the other hand re.ver, e the fenrinist eo.sibilily, that women who perform ~ork in ths-

~e ice .of m"n be valued. 

The following I arratives are typically repre ·e.nted in the MERGE text · I examined_. 

The personal identi ry frame.5 \1/ithin the nturati ve conveys· a en e that the balance i.-

unfairly ~ipp.ed in fovol..lf of women on a wide range of'issue-s such as: cu ttody and divor ·e. 

agreement... e~· uaI harassment employmen_t equiry and violence. 

One result of our system of distancing children from their father and tying 
them more firmly to their mother ha. been that certain attitnde. are taken for 
granted m. our culture: that children are basicnlly the property of their 
motlmr: • that they do1)'t much need their fathers - except for financfal 
tLipport_ ~ and that their fathers don't really much love or need them. All 
these. id~ are tragically Ulli tak~ in th context of divorne and 
oUt-of-wedlock birth, they are often particularly tragic. They have re ·ulted 
jn va t number of children being denied m~aningful contact with theiJ 
fatlHirs ... The evidence of the pain and p ychologkal damage don _by that 
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y ' tenl is mounting steadily. There. are indications that farber ab ·.enoe · · 
implicated in emotion.al deticiu in children - everything from ·a11orex1rt in 
daughter to suicide in :ons, .. (Christen ·e.n, May/June 19 2: 3-4L 

M. understanding of each other [jn heterosexu.-aJ relationshlp ], resulting 
from a luck of association or too much a ... oc1ation with one se . often 
manifests {t_1·elf in ,other-. ex ba hing. I am not aware of on~ rndical feminist 
who had a norm.al, let alone loving, relation hip with her father (Robert on, 

lay/June. 1992: 21, (Mun may also e.xliibit thts behrzviour. pos.ribly if they 
lur.e a falher deprived!posse;,:sive morher type of upbti11J{in~ - cdiwr J 
( 1.ERGE1 ay/June t992: 2). 

'' .. . how ~un·anx._ooeregard aJJ cases of forcible sexual a tivity as be\ng 
equal crime,:'? Porcing a woman wh_o has agreed to sexual relations for 
money to do it again a.' a 'freebi 1 1s cer ai.nly not a crime anywhere in the 
category of · .limbb1g into the l?edrnom window of a woman a. le .Pin her 
own be-d and forcio her to submit to sex· yet th y ate bo.th · allecl rap 
(Haugaard1 Nov/Dec 199 I: 3). 

People who studiou. ly ignore the fact that there a1e ome women who Jre 
violent are promoting a sexist double tandatd. They are creating the woinb 
.oui o'f whlch tomorrow1

• violence will bt, born (Campbell Nov/Dec 1991: 
4). 

Th per .anal identity frame of the men and women who. expre. ·ed these narrative: 

connel.'t with the iVIERGB- colle rive ide1Hity frame that attempt~ to ex.pose "gender r fated 

ba~e$ of power;' that i , the identification of real. yet unidentified gender inequalitie. 

CK.le-in. May/June 1992: I).. As 1 wiJI demonstrate below. theframi,ig st,,ategy ofequal 

n):hrs re1nf'orces hegemonic hetProse:xu.ctl masculinity. l\1ERGE member. attempt t revers 

pmgre~ ·ive ·. ooial in vement mobilization · against hegemonic heterosexual masculinity. 

Thi." framing strategy i particularly attractive to p.otentialiy new 01embeJ"s who are 

experiencing a personal tran ·ition or crisi ·. For example men and wom:en who are 

t>..-perien ing roarital breakup or conflict in clilld cu tody agreement ,·, or who ar 

responding t.o n~ ,:;:halleug~;s. in Other social contex , ·uth as changing work 

environment ·. For many member · of the me.1 's ri ht · movement, the experieo · of 

ountering the subject po:jtion: of oppres -or, dead beat dad or abusive hu .. band is i:l fo1m 

oi empo, ennem. 
The MERGE equal rigbts frame reflects an intensified effort. to re,-articulate a 

patrian.:hal ideology on he.tern exuali.ty and men. and 1.omen' · roles. MERGE frame~ and 

those frame, of rhe men\ rights movement mote broc:.1clly counter the subject positions 

a.r_ti ulated iJi the mylho-poetic and profeminist movemencs. Overall, the· men's right 
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frame· j rify a set of moral and biological sen ibilitieslhat support the i-estoration of the 

tradition·aJ nuclear family . On the face of it some of these sen. ibilities may seem reason·1ble. 

l-lowever1 MERGE strategie' ar ultimately oriented to limiting w.omen',· · hoice: and 

d' a-; ·embling equality ba d i'nitiutives. For in tance MERGE promotes men' oles as 

nurturer only in instance where men have-limited or no acces: to their children not in alJ 

i.:ontexts in whkh m n are paren . i.rnilar1y, 01 ly on the i. · ue of paying" child ,, up port lo 

member · argul:' or men1
• decreased role i · a provider. In effect MERGE does not 

u-ti.culute Titical strategy aimed at di~mantHng patriarchy. 

Overa1J, the MERGE equal right· frame i a precarioo mobilization , trategy. On 

one hand MERGE activi identify men a· a stigmatizeci and cli'scrimfoated oci I group 

und the women's mo ement a· a primary c-au ·e of their ictimization. Tlie. wcnnen'. 

moveme-m i ' po(trayed a· ' xL Although specific factors are mentioned, ferrrini:ts are 

coo i t.e11tly "blamed" a , the root cause of men's victimization._ 

On the other hand, the MERGE framing of •··gender equality." originally part of 

femin' t c1nd gay an.d le 'bian collecti ,e action framing on gender and sexuality, allo s 

· me members t.o articulate fragments of a profemioisr. politic on gender and :exuality ­

although MERGEmember:s are adamantly opposed to the feminist and gay and le. hian 

liberation movement For example. a subrner ed, resi. ti.ve /ram~ with.in the MERGE 

collective action frame create- significant ten ions and may have the effe t of disrupting the 

pQtrii:m:hal • ubject po, ition interpellated by many members. 1n particular women 

member u.rticulated the 'e progres:1ve se11sibi]jties. l fowd, through fieldwork in tvr11AN , 

tlrn member::; ;vere adamantly oppo ed to the participation of women members. Mlv1AN 
members felt tfatt w men had a disruptive effect on meetings. The President of the MO 

explained to me-that theparen_t group of MMAN inv.olved mixed gender . He said .omen 

members ~ametime · had a· different agenda froni Lhat of the men. I suspect that a clo.'er 

inve ·ga(j_oo of MERGE members would reveal.key differen · lo e-xperien_ce~ExarnpJe·v . .of 

.these diff-erences may be .in th~ experiences of child care.. divorce settlements wage: and 

viol nee-. Yet.. it seen, · iron.ic ta find womeu patticipating in a movement that would appear 

contnidicto.ry to their O\: n truggle for ·equality. 

ln comparison., l fow1d that .MNC m~mber. are "moo only'1 because of tbeir behef 

thar men· mu. t tuke responsibility for making changes in themse,lve{:; and in L·ociety. And in 

yel another ve1n. JMN member: found same-gender groups to be of greater benefit over 

mixed group for creating a Upportjve ma cu.line c.ommanity: 
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The group wa~ fprmed by men who -werfi! all involved in i nten i ve 
B.r-0energeti therapy in mixed group ' of men and women with therapi.sr Be11 
ba.pira Ben· is• one of the lending Bioenergeric therapists in B.C.). Durin,g 

tht oe>a e c,f ili~r py it became evide11t tfoH ·arne sex ruppan was v~ry 
heJp ul. lt allowed us to ~onfront and blo~ked feeling whkh had re:i ted 
eoncened effor to· .reJea · RJchard an, Winter 1990: ), 

The recruitment of members. along gender lines was also ~pprox.lmared inthe. SMO 

new ·letter. analyzed. t found that Tire MERGE New letter ~Movement for' the 

Bsta.blllihmem of R 1 Gender Equality wu approximately~ enly divided beh een 4:.,(o/c 

women writer · and 52% men 'filer. , lsla11d Me;J (l land Me(1' ·· Nenvork) wa 

overwhelmingl~ men write.rs (97o/l) and Men's Nerwork Nev.-' · (Men' Network for 

Change) wa.· 92 omen writer and 8~ women write.i:s}O 

The follo.Wi ng narratives highligbHhe profemi.nist sensibilities en ·oded into 

MERGE dis o~ · - a Tesu)t of .the MERGE co1runitment to a univer 'al equaJ 1i ht. 

fra.11e : 

Wot;ne,n [are] often denied full opportunity to participate in [the] worldl_ 
sphere [been.use of rnen' J ense of superiority in areas of worldJy and 
intellectual end our · (Klein, May/June 1992: I , 

It is human nature to dthet glorify of vilainize the absent and/or the 
tmavailable and to r©sent or devalue .the present and t:he available. Thi 
often cau ·e. chi"J'dren to resent women .and work regarded l.clS women' 
work. while lending an unreali' tic aura of glamour to work _perform d 
primarily by male especially . inoen1ale salaries ar often significantly 
higher Robert on. Ma: [June 1992: 2). 

Ye ·, men are expected to be u.c.ce-sJul in the dog-eat~dog world of modern 
bu ·iness. Women's measure of 'success' - - being beautifol and rhin - i ' 
ju t as enlOtionally - deva ·ta.ting a not being 'successful' 1 to men. 1n 
fact, many - ·omen become 'unsucc.es ful' before we get out of high school 
if not atlier (Pos y November/De en1ber l 99 l: 10). 

Su h personal identity frames seem to create tensions within MERGE and c:auld 

~IJ A funhcr bteaktlowo or Lhis appf<))..imate gender d:Uribution is as follow ; (l)The MERGE N <!wslrtter 

ill vol e-0 30% ref)rln ~J. .articl of ~!Ji ··h l l ¼· were· from women and 19% were from men arid inv(llv-ed 70•~ 
metnhe . hip ::u,id ·:s of whic:h 7% were fii m women writer and 31% were from roim writenr (2) Islam) 
Mn 1 involw.tl 10% r~printetl articles of which 2% were· from worn n an<l 8% were from rucn ;u1d in\Zol \f(jd 
0~ mcmhe.r. tu article.-: f wJuch l % Wt!t't: from women wrjt~rs and 9°.f were from men writers. and (,3) 

M n(D ecwork ews inv ,lvei.l i o/. roprinll'd fili.icles which were fr.om men and involveJ 99'¾ n'l~111 be hip 
:ITtidlcs or hich }S<)I:, '\\_"t:J" ' om wome11 writen; and 91 i were from men write • 
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potentiaUy di uptmobiliz.ation sn·ategies oriented towards enhancing support for rradition· l 

alue. n family, gender and :e, uallty, Tbe following narrative clearly demon, trate- the: 

porenti.al for dfarupting th dorninant onservative. and reactionary perspectiv !'l in 1ER E. 

The member clearly uppmt. Shared Pa.rentfog~ but :urprlgingly contradicts REAL wnme11 

(both - M a.re pan of the profamily movement m Canada). A· wen tJ1e member 

articulate. , tral gie that are pan of a feminist age 1da For ~ample the desire tor 

work-, ··te day care< 

, hared Pareoting i · one of the local groups that has been created to s1.ipµort 
non-custodial panmts and extended anilly .seeking ihe right. to have- a rok in 
th ir (grand)child(r n)'s ii es after family breakup.,.MERGE beli ve ·, a. i.n 
verything, th t all 0 ides deserve equal time and consideration in any 

coofltct , ituation, not just family conflict We ·ugge.sc 
mediation... ompa. ion cann t b - legislated. Conversely, equality t.:.a1}' only 
be cbieved when we can learn to se p~ople in conflict as people, not a 
ogn:'-'> or dam"el ' in: distress .. ~Singling m~n out as the root cause of sociaJ 
evil L a farce. As femi1rist have been pointing. out for .yeac women are 
a:pable of any action that a man is capable of. ,.Group like 'REAL 

Women'· and U of A chemistry profes~or Gordon Freeman pre·sume 
'working mothers' ·meaning motbe pursuing career~ out.-.:ide the home) 
a.re r onsible for mo 't of the maladjusted neurotic and ·ocfopafh:i peopJe-, 
in society. But it can be arg_ued that ~bildren of stay-at-home (rtothers 111ny 
wel I have too much of mother and not enough of fat.her: tbat 
father-deprivation has never been adequately re earched ... The Bible speaks 
offan1il1e,· replenishing the earth of children as fruitful branche . ... It l~ 
qwte. clear tli.tt hnmao urvival an:d happjnes. depend · upon adults 
adequately replacing tJ1em~dve!i. What are ome iahle olutions to the 
problem rve under cored? worksharing, 011 ·ite day care, tax crectits for 
. tay-at•hoine parent:-, paternity leave for caregiver\ multi-grad~ 
da.- rooms.., adult-and ·enior citizen reacher aids, use of modem 
commuoicarjon tool , .. (Po ·tey. May/hine 1992·: 9-10). 

The collective identity frames in MERGE are generally aligned \vitJ1 other 

neo- onservative movemen . Th pro-fa:1nily movement and the religiou. right play u key 

t" le in the mobiliz.:ition of MERGE members. In particular Parent. A.nouytnous and the 

Shared Parenting A· odation of Alberta are identified as '1MERGE friends" becuu e d1ey 

share common stnnegie · (MERGE, Jan/Feb 1992: 10). Members of MERGE are 

encouraged tb participate in th~se alHed SMDs. As well, MERGE co111miue:es work closely 

with othe alHed SM Os in making pre entation: to government Pot in tance 1naking a 

presentation rri ·ocial ·em e for a legal remedy that would rmprove ai..,ces of tbe .e~tended 

family. the parent!· of the non-custodial parent, to children of divorced spou~es. The 

MERGEparentin,-;;, c.ommltt:ee w_orh closely with the Shared Parenting Association, 
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Ch.ildren sand Parent!· Equali1y Society, Orphaned Grandparen~ and the Grandparent'.,_ 

Righ~ As O(;.i.ation. Al ng with the.-.e alliance die Christiai political right is a o a 

~ignificW1t factor in U1-e mobilization of MERGE members. Thes alliance · . urfaced 

throughout l\/IBRGE narrative _ 

The: breakdown of the family is placed squarnly on the shoulders of fem.in.i1it. and 

ometit e. women ·n general. Accordb1_g to MERGE member -feminist politics, overl_ 

po ·se-.ssh"e mothering and an· unbalan ,edjo. tice :yste.m that favours women jn divorce and 

i.:tr-tody deci ·ion ' has led to the breakdown of the "Western traditional oudear family.." 

Such allia11ces have ht1d · profound effett 011 MERGE by facusfog the poltrf cs of gender 

Md sexual~r.y a· r-1 matter o,t:' family values (out of which the nu.dear family i's u.ndersto(l(l as 

the ha.sf · unit in .wcie.ty)1 healthy and natural heterosexual reiaiion hips. and 1.mditio11al 

,11 1,1der rol ·. 

M~ny women membe of J\.1ERGE i, te1p~llated subject positions that corre~pond 

to a ·onventi.onal en e f family and tJ1e normality of hetero.exuality ·- a pro.cess that 

doe.· not contradi t. the conservative MERGE frame , Con e oenUy, 111any wmnen m:ay not 

be· reacting ·o much to the goals. of women's right: as strongfy as they are to what they 

perceive as a feminist politics that tbey see a disrupting their 'dentities, For d1 -· e women, 

this i · 1101 "false con ciou. 11es ~. 11 bnt u strategic and rational political projecL ln this ca.. e, it 

become · possible to ·e~ how women member· in particular might articulate ome of the 

came sens1biliti argued form the won e111 movement based on their everyday 

e.-perience. , Fore. ample. experiences of pay inequalities, lack of acces to on-~it day 

care and violence or thr at of violence. However the_.. e women are not nece mi.Jyaligned 

with feminist framing rrategies,. ln particular women members of MERGE clearly define 

family through con rvative len. es - thati., the r,family value." con ·truction of family a· 

ouly being a two parent family (one male and one female) where the 1i1ale i the natural 

head of tbe how hold. 

ln effect. MERGE members share commoo mobilization strategie , even though 

th y may have di erent experientially based interests. MERGE participants like the men 

member" · f l\.1JV1 , artic-ulate a framing of gender equality that 1s somewhar.mis.leadlng-

botfi in tbe mi ·sion tatements and in the actual rneanlng of the. mi ed-gender mernb~r hi_p. 

lthou_a~ all members of MERGE ollectively share a men's rfgh · agenda the ~ppearance 

of e ua.bty all s men in particular the opportunity to arti ~ulate a particularly aggressive 

politi . - a politic: that erv.e the interes of men1 rights members in contin□ing to 

replicate privlleg~d ma,culi11e identities. 
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111 summary the SMO J have-i <m"alyz.ed deploy competing mobilization ,·trntegfo,· 

Although each ._ 0 ha, access to -iotilar resow-ces (e.g., consciou mess raising group 

and new·l tter ). how "t.he:e re ource: ar~ u ed varie ignificantl.Y- [JyfN member u. e­

their esow-ce to belp panicipams vaJue or discover a deep rooted manhood. The a tivi. t. 

c.reare- ritual spa. es in suppon,g.roup. poetry group , drumming groups and drop-in 

groups. The,· trategie:, create opponunlties to e,~po ·e and articulate a wide range af 

.-ubj'ect po .itio.ns in the ''safe spuce" of movement networks. The activi · · also 
communicate movement frames through publicly a:cce !.ible medium uch as ·theatre, SMO 

Gteratu.re. public ;peaking even , etc. UvlN · s constroDted io ·uc.:h a way that it di,·courage · 

member· from mobilizing the SMO as a whole towards outwardJy directed s.trategie~ · (e.g.., 

political lobbying Emd protests). 

·· [NC activi · utili:z.e 111,rny of the am strategies arti ·ulated in the women' ·· 

movement... .g,,. candle light vigHs, anti'-violent prot.e 0 ts, oolle-ctivi, t organizational 

trategies. etc. Like 1M ~ MNC also b an experimental fat;e. The experimental quality of 

M · C strategies can. be found in the way activists are willing to intrnduce creative and 

contextual activitie ·. lik.e u iJ1g poetry to explore identity and being open t.0. new :ttge 

healing rituals, However, unlike IMN. the MNC trategies are ·alway grounded within , 

cri ·cal framev.rork - one thut .aim." to dismantle patriat\,;hal objectivities and tru ture", In 

.L'.ontn.t t to lhe other SMO, , the proferolu.i r activ · sts put the '1blanie" for men',· suffering on 

the oppr , , ive. structure ·· and identities. 

Both i\1ERGE and MM.AN activists articulate traregie: that .ounter what I.bey .. ee 

a t11e core de tn1ctive element~ in ociety, including pervasive gender stereotypes of me.o 

discriminatory child u tody deoi ions, unfair sexual h ras nnentlegLlation, etc-. Aotiv'i 

id ntify the- vi'ctim.ization of men as ultimately being connect with feminism. Both MERGE 

and 1NlAN activis reject feminist equality frame· and label them sexist. N an-alternative 

to femi · ro and profemini m. the members of the• meo' ' rights SM Os launch their own. 

equa lity frnm of gender and sexuality. Lobbyfog govemment.. disseminating resean.:h 

repons and tacilitati11g public even .an meo1 is. ue.-.-are ome of the strategie, these SMO 
apply. 

MERGE. tvllvlA , MN and [MN strategie, connect with the neeck; of members 

who i:dentify with each SMO and rnore broadly with each m0vement. The connel:tion 

between per ·onal identity frame· and colJe rive frame.'S of activists is a si'gnifi anr factor in• 

the fonnati n and on-going activity of SMO . How member · of IMN articulate their 

i.:ollettive identity frame: in relation to their per ooal frame · is one of the 010 t .intriguing 
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· .pe ·t. .oftlti ,atudy. The persona.Udenticyframe o thee me.mber.s varie radically, Some 

members int rpeli11te patriarchal identities (e,g, •. romanti iring or di solving re pon ibility 

for vio lem identitie.: l ancl others c,ompletely rejeot them. Still. others ha: e found .subjec1 

po. ltioo that represent neither a complete oppo ition ·nor interpellation of patrin.rcbal 

ideology. • mernb:e'rs who articulate the$e wide rangJng Ld nti.cles do ·o within ·1 

- ntradict.cny , oc.iul movement context. ll i difficuJi.for many observers to under ·tand ho 

IM member · can unite under a collective frame, Some ob ervers point to .the participant's 

·ex n1ale or to universal wound a:. unifying factors. Others deny that tl.1~e i · a 
mythi:.rpoeti movement at all. My analysi .ugge that the key unifying f tor i · the. IMN 

conunitment to ·elf-awarene proces e.s which are used in the exploration of manhood. 

Member. of MNC artioulate critical collective identity frame$ - one · that challenge 

men to engage in a critical politics both personalJy and collecti ely. 11:NC trul'egie are 

con ' i tent1y oriemed rowards an emancipatory or tran formative agenda. A core theme in 

na:rrati\ • · ·. the a.ck:oowled 1 ernent that men themselve are di. advantaged by the 

n.me opp.re :-.ive systems that mainf;l.in paniarcha! structure . But un.lik:e the mytho-poe.tic 

and men' · Trgb mov-ernent • the subject po itions open to Jv[NC merobe . are one·· thar 

focu - re. poo '>ib.ility on men to dismantle oppres, jye gender structures and ldentitie · (a 

weil a. racisL and econorruca1Jy-oppre·s ive s.tructu.res). 

Fi.nally, b th :rvtE.RGE-ancl MMAN op-pose feminism as .a predominantly 

discritn.i.uatory politics in main.streillJJ :ociety. The men1s rights SM Os examin~ the factors 

in ol ed in men' viotimization and as ociate them whJ, femi11ist mobilizatiom . These 

fa tor range from the breakdown of the traditional family to victimization m child custody 

ca. es. MERGE member · frame their strategies a · re-pre eating the true struggfe for gender 

equality. Tbe coUeotive identity fnu11e in rv1ERGE conne t.s with th.e participant's own 

personal identity frames 1any of Lhe MERGB aarrative raise lhe point that men are not 

pn ileged_, but d.iscriminat_ed agairu;t in ociety. Members po'int to their own experiem:e of 

being accu. ed ·of sexual harassment lackfng uffidem acce · to children or fear of being 

de.valued c: a. man or woman. A major ·finding in the analy i .i. that tl1e rvrERGE equality 

frame i · ~on textually-shifting. For instance. at times member argue that men'. role :as 

provider need. to be broken down or that their role as nurturers needs to be incTea~ed- Yet. 

the e tran torm~ltions ar - only di · u ed. in contexts where men lack a: e, s to the.ir children 

in cusfody de is.ii ns. Nowhere j the MER.GB narratives 1;..--an one find member , arguing for 

the_e tr· n · onnation occuning on a wide pread level throughout society. Tl1e m~o's rigllts 

acti, · sts are not discu. ·ing the need for fathers ta be more involved in child care or to take 



up the role of :ta -at-heime dad.s- except a- a trategic tacti for _men' right: iu t:hild 

rnstod and support payment:. 

JL 

Overall. the men', rights strategies attempt to increase Lbe awareness of men's 

victimization and feeling~ of being controlled. Members want to i<lenti±y the dangeJ". of 

being a man, A : ignifiarnt problem for the SMO. is making a legitimate claim. that gtos. 

ineqoalities favow· women. The profetuinists make a case that men are alienated. and €Ven 

oppre sed (e.g., through econom.i . racial. or hete ose-xist oppressfon). U11like th.e 

profemini. , ERG B und Ml\ilAN members try to make the ca "e that fr-mini. ts have 

created lhe , tn.l! tures · e .. law policie- .ao:d social thecni.e ) that assume the.inferiority ot 

nen. The collective action frames of JvfERGE lack the enthusiasm and concrete opponfor 

.thrir po. ition , Some fnu.ne ,' may even be at odds. with the l;onserva.tive and reactioaary 

perspective:. In particular, oro.e members actually articulate claims for access to universal 

d,ty i.;a,re or for an increased role for women in decision-mabng. 



CHAPTER FIVE 

OISCUR IVE A_ ALVSIS OF THE CORE FRA.l\1JNG T KS \.VITHI 

.. OCIAL MOVEMENT ORGANIZATIONS 

l ncrodllction 

Chapter On and Chapter Four shed some light on th ways ideology i involved fo 
m Ltlding ct· ar:i:faction and conflict into a politic1zecl agenda. con tructing a sen e of 

coUei.::tive- identity and specifying certain material .and signifying re ourc-e. , withln a 

. t:ial~hi:storical .comext. For members of all three. social movements, ideological 

con. iderations.ar~central to the fonnation of movement politic'. A. I discussed, lv1NC 

member: generall ,tiliz oppositjonw Hberdl sociafaa orraclical profernini s ideologies to 

c nte t patriarch.al ideology and sociaJ tru tures. AorJ,, as I further e,c:plore, MNCad:i · t 

~e clearly aware Lhut feminist fdeology i a central ax:i around which tbe SMO mobilize . 

L1 c ntrru t members of MERGE and MMAN seem to take ideological proce ·se,-:: 

for granted. lowever. a clo er investigation suggests that ideology has a ;ignificant place 

in gluing. the gx ievance · of men' rights member~ together. For in ranee, member: of 
11ERGE and MMAN, referred to as reactionary ma ·cuUnists, have framed their ·trn:t:egje. 

01 a so io-biologi al per pe tive .. To Justify some form of men's vioJe11ce and ri1en\ 

antral .in heterosexuaJ relationships some activists pre eut .their interpretations of 

anthropologjcfD. evidenc arid re ·earch on the behaviour oflaborator animal . Orher 

member argue that men natural] compete •with each other and are .th naturn1 protect rs of 

their t:h.iJctren and of wpmen.-In effect the meaning ' of manhood, womanhood and f. rnily 

in these di! cursive eont.e are oonsidered naturaTiy acquired - whi his in line"' "th 

con:ervative ideology on gender. sexuality and the family, 

Y t, withiJ1 MERGE the con. ervative tradition xis alongside other ideologi ts 

:u(;h a · the men's rigbt · c1itique. of men's provider role and· the o ·r of being a man. lo 

patticolar. many member · frame traditional gemder role as a dar1ger to men, not becanse-of 

th detrimental character of µao-iarchy for men but b.ecao e women receive an inordinate 

i:Utlount power wl ·ch they u ·e av.er men. These members articulate a typ.e of equ·a1 rightS 

di oour."e th· .t l wi11 refer as liberal mc1, culinist. Both Lhe reactionary and liberal 

per .pe ti ve · articulate di ·tinct1 yet allied as: e 111eot of gender and sex aality. 

Membe ·s of the royrbo.:poetic movement are conoeroed with 1deology. However a 

key departure from the oth r two movemen i~ their claim that they do not represent 0 
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ingte ideu.logico.l per.·pet;tive. A· I earlier indicated, CMN members have organized th r.ough 

a k.iod of cultural piw:ali.s.m - one that create a spnce for a repertou:· of ideologi to be 

articulated within the anie ocial movement 

In summary e.ach SMO mobillz.e:~ in way that reflect ' the idea ·, belie and 

,'"-yn b Is that n~ ·onare w:ith members. Ideological meanings provlde a ·way to understand 

problems, rnn.truct olutions alld motivate in collective a rlon (Buechler, 1993: 221), The 

e pl oration of ~oc.:iaJ-hi:"torical elev lopmem and .the delineation bfre ources u e<l in the 

rnobilizution of politiuu ~genrl is a re uirement of Thompson'..; methodologica'I approach 

to~ · lture and ideology. However, thi ' analysi only highlights some eler;nen · of ideology. 

The , econd pba ·e of the depth hermeoeuti.c methodology-di ·cursive analysis -

exmnines the framing activitie .-of MERGE, [MN and MNC. Analyzing the igrufyfog 

practlce of ach SMO can reveal elements. of ideology not-higWlghted in the previou~ 

ch- pt:ers. Embedded within the narrative of all chr.ee. SMOs are social movement frames. 

A _practice · of igniijcati.on, these frame ·· indicate the severity of ·acietaJ problem ·, th.e 

typt-· of solu.tio_n·s. th" methods for making change happen and the motivation. for 

rhember to take action (Snow and Benford, 1988: 192-). [n the context of ·oeiaJ movement 

politic; 1 the meanings and belief' conveyed in these frames am fundamentally ldeological. 

A • I di ·cu sed 1 the previou · chapter, traming ·rra.tegies convey· u-s~fol information on .the 

way partidp,mt · inlerpeilate patriarchal ideology, 

ln · rder t.o elaborate on lhe way SM Os mobil1ze the meaning. and jd_eas of gender 

and exoaHry. l have drawn from now and Benford's analy ·is of ''core framiog tusk ·" 

(19.1) r: f99). Snow and Benford argu that there are three core framing tasks that mu.st be 

attended to if succe ul ·mobilization is to occur. These framing task. are; ( I a diag110, is 

of ome problematic ru pet;t of social life and attribution of blame or·cau aJity, (1) a 

progno.sls or ·o-lurlo.11 to the problem. involving trategies. tactics and target _and (.3 l an 

understanding of wby parti.cipa:ntJ • hould mohili.ze i.~. the motivation for corrective 

action. 

Analyzing SMO ew.·letters 

To analyz. the core framing task within each SMO-· the way SMOs frame their 

-ymboli challenge, in relation to patriarchal ideology - I have.mupped out"the main 

te-,;tua.l mun1tives that be ·tde ·crib each arti I in SMO newsletters. The following 

umrmrry table de tribe · the main narrative in SMO newsletter , based on rny coding 
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-chema.Jl 

T; RLE TWO; CORE NARRATIVES UTU,IZEH IN SMO NEWSLETTERS 

NARR 'l'IVE CODE 

Radical Proferni'nist 

cia li t Pr femini t 

Lib ral Prof mini t 

New gc 1a~culinist 

Liberal Ma culinist 

Rea tionary Ma. culinist 

MERGE 

2 

9 

17 
22 

NUMBER OF 

ARTICLES BY SMO 

IMN M:NC 
13 

6 3.2 

8 18 

32 5 

2 

5 

Overall, I coded 172 article.-s as representing one of the 6 rudimentary narratives 

desi;ribed in Appendix H, I found that the framing ta.~ d lineated by these narrativ -

dearly varied within and acros each SMO. The diversity ob erved provides empirical 

evidence 1.hat upporL Magnusson and ·walker'. hypothe 'is that movements anicuJate a 

oonte., tuaJly-shift.ing politic - that· · the dominant rrategies and framing device are not 

,u1i ·ular.ed constantly in every on.I xt. 

MERGE Framing. Tasks 

Members of MERGE articulate two pr minent nanative types: liberal masculinist 

uod reactionary ma.· ulinist. Their relatively equal presence within MERGE s'l!ggest that 

they provide d1 ·tin t, yet allied-per peotives on gender and .:e uality, A le ·s promi'nentse 

of progre si ,e narrative. L -al o present within the MERGE ani les. Among th e are 

I iberal profemini t nanative '. As 1 d lscussed in Chapter· Four, one reason for the exi. tence 

ofth ·e ptogtes ·ive. narrative , wilhiu a pi-edom1nantly reactionary SMO, · thar .MERGE 

claim to repre.-ent a bah.meed approach m gender and s_e, uality. It is sig:nifi am that .several 

of the articJ containing libetil l profemmist narratives were reprinted from other ~ources 

ancl alma t alway. carried war:nings ·about their perceived gender bias .. Still, a :number f 

profomin.i ·t narrati-ves were articulated by l\1ERGE member:. which gg st · lhaHhe MO 

3 I As l ilisct1."5etl°il1 Ch<,1ptBI' Threc, l have.defined Lhe.fe code: .in Appendix H, the prnccdun-:s for <ling 
artkk in App ·nclix I, .mu prt·s.enfcd u detailed table of the.nnalysis ill Appendix G. 
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doe: not articulate only mas ulini t perspectives. 

The main ruagn~L tic fram ~ in 'the Iibernl profemini.tt narrative focl.li·ed on .s~xi:m 

and the beauty ruytl\. t u tody _payments, la ·k of support for a· ertive.ne ·.sin women .and 

lac.:k of acces. r r women inle-adershlp ro1e.s and in cienc.e, In turn th ·e. were conne ted to 

progno.sti . rra:t:egie - that advocated for women's rights. B amples of the rights oriented 

progno ·c Tame: ill'e: changing the. way beauty ·· .. onstrucred •. d1scus ·ing way. to nfor e 

,' upport payments and supporting women' right to have areer involving leadership role.' . 

lnrer tingly, the motivational frames of the profeminst narratives alway focused 011 

rai ·ng awarene sot a . pedfic concrete problem opposed to a cans for politkaJ 

mobilhation 

The: c:ore din.gnostic frame · .u1 tlle reacti•onary and liberal roasculinist.narrariv 

center on the problem of men' victimization,. As .l indicated in Chapter Four, the ont xt 

:in~ bich me..mbers· identify thi · victimization varies widely. Wct:hinlhe liberal masculinist 

trajectory. members frame wom~n• ex.ism, men' · t:uJturaJ role exp .ctation and unfair 

divorc . and cu 'tody as the main problem . • ln contrast.. the reactionury ma ·colio.i: t 

oan:ative are more extreme in empha izing-femi.nists a the main cause of men's 

victi.n1.izatiou through: (I) hate or male ba:hing (2) fal or 1nis-labelled accusation of 

iolence tot ·ard women and (3) faLLlty re earch and mobilization strategies. Common to 

both narrative. i . the sen e that feminists ha e disrupted trndit:ionaf gender reJations. 

Member · tell .torie · of tJ1eir 0WT1 experience, Tbe e t:e. tirnonials are provided · · evidence 

mat fem1ni ts are de rroyiflg the family, time honored dating riluah: and parent and child 

relation ·hip,.:. Thomp on ha argued that th~e modes of story telling may be u ed ~ ·tab · b. 

or ·u:tain those with povver - he , ugge. ts that the stories may be decontextualized (or 

even iov~uted lo fit p·olitical needs. (l 9l 0: 61 . 

A ·omni.on theme in the. l\YIERGE narrati\'e. iii the vilification off emini · a: 

de:troying familie · or u urping men'.s ower, One key difference. between the liberal and 

rea tionary tna:culinl 1t murative · that the liberal narratives tend to make a distinction 

between radical (or popular) and liberal (or like-min'de_d) femini .ts - where. the- rutlical 

· emini t: are identified· being man haters or ometimes of 11aving .an unhappy chiJcfhood. 

Ln c· nt:ra:t, the reuctiomtry pe.rspective. write offfemini mas a Jeg.itimate perspe1,;tive all 

together. 

The main Lheme cutti1\g acros the prognostic frames of both liberal and rea~tionary 

masculinL- narrati-v li in deruoustrating that heterosexual men' · gender oppres~ion i&: a 

reality. Participants in the men's rights SMOs r veninnany of 1l1e t laim · ·rnade by the 
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wome:o' · movement a ' fuodaruentally s xL t. In the proce~ ,. :a nu.t11,ber of men' · righL 

identities are articulated. :ome of which are. con.uadictory. ome members clearly-. ant to 

.re-e tablish conservative family values as the bedrock of gender and exual relations~ for 

nien th.i · mea-n. being the bead of the ho\1sehold. Co1wer:sely, other member reject men'~ 

role a-· the provider. BotJ1 ubje~t positibn ·area response to transformations in gender and 

.-exuaUty. In. the fir 1 in ta:nce the 11atu.re of family has i.;hanged. To·e traditional nuclear 

. amily n w ex~. t. along.side a wide range of family model-. Tn'the ec.ond in tance, there is 

in reU$ed pre . ure to make child ·upport payments. Many men's rights members argue that 

forcing men to make 1;hlld support payments while haviog conditional or limited ace~.· to 

··hild.ren i. . fotidameota.lly abu:ive to men, clu1dren and tbeir former parn1er . Tnten:: 'tingly, 

Lhe member' ho argµe for men·. decreased role as providers ar often the ones 

sugge ·ting that m~n. are victi.mlzed by the pre sure to make child s:upport paymen . ln 

other words, the narrative are u:ategically con truct~d to highlight men'· vic.;ti.mizalion 

through lack of acce··:. 

Th · ma colinist framing. trategies ar_e part of a slrategic men': right agenda of 

di ·tarting and falsifying feminlst 'dis oorses and truth daJm . .As l di 9us,sed in Cfa,pter 

One and Four, Warren Farrell i a key. player in shaping men 1s right discur ·ive . trategie . 

In Why .Men Are the Way ·They Are, Farrell .describes how the rever e · trategy may be 

applied: for example1 in lbe context of d.iscrjmination again.H men in the media. legal 

. ·y~t m her.em -~-- ual marriage. or in the workforce, Farrel11s argument. are aJ o· very 

influential in MERGE and particularly re onute with members articulating the liberal 

ma cu Li.ni ·t narrati v ·. ·.2 

Tf women really earned 59 c.ents to tl1ei dollar for the same work as 111en 
what busines · could conipete effectively by hirin.E men. At lllly level? One 
of the mo ·t important rea ·on omen's and men s •fult-ti.me pay differ:,; 1.5 
their different career choice . Both ·exe, have equal knowledge that. 
engineer \'\liU overage. a higher inc.ome than a French Literature or Art 
Hi ·tory major. As for secretaries. 99 percent are female Wl1y·. If a man is a 
ecretary, be brows n ~emale :ecretary will look right past him to a male 

e ecutive, He know, the male physician• wi.J~ marry the. female. rHrr e·. but 
the. fem,tle physicians will nor marry the male nurse. Men, then. nan 
their career options to job · every ne know pay more whether or nor they 
e11roy the work. Indudingj'ob~ that involve a 6000-percent higher incidence 
of work-re'latedac iden · (over 2 million di.'abilities and 14 0d0 death · ea ·h 
year). The myth that women earn 59 cent to the dQllar for the s-ame work as 

32' For insmnct!. the SMO ~IIPP rred ·a visi:I by Farrel} lu leclure lo Albcna members of 11:ERGE ·and tt) 1.hi;; 
publ:ic (MERGE. vern ber/'.D~ccm her. J 99 I: ). 
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m 11 r~iofori; traditional role·. It does not enc.ourage women m contrnl 
their own live~. lt does encourage women ta find maJe-' occe s objeccs', Jn 
brief the myth may be good for the women' movement: iJ is not gao.d for 
women" (FarreU, March/April 1992., 

FarreU's a .'e sment of the problem i · that women's lmv.er economic int.;Dm~ is 

ba ed on their natural l'nclinatioo to care-giving: tt .one of this i · women' fuult. Wome11 

are xtill 43 times mare Likely than men to le11ve the workplace for. ix months- or longer (for 

fa.1n.ily rea. on ~,'' · n l to women' inclination to "'marry lip' for e.conomic ecurity 11 

(Mun.:b/A[ 1-i I I 992: IO). As I em:lier indicated, the ¥om n's movement and feminist.: are 

lXlmmonJy bl.ame.d for tl1eir ovm. lack of opportuniti and lower pay and for tbe 

exploitation many rnen experience in tbe work forc,e, i.e ... by portrayiJ1g feminist. us 

·einforcing traditional gender r:oTe~·-

111 following reactionary masculinJst narra.tive from an in.tluential m rnb r of 

MERG.B. pojnt.: to another aprlication of .the reverse discourse trategy: 

Btcau e of MERGE'· special concern with gender roles. our ·ectjon begin 
by noting ho\v these roles have helped to create a problem in the first place. 
The-common family pattern in 'this century, with its stay-at-home mother 
.ind go-off- to-work father, js h1_ghly atypical in human hi tory. produced by 
the ri e of far..:tOiy industry in th last c~ntury. The more natural pattern for 
human beings is for fath · r to be about as heavily involved in child rearing as 
th m.otber, at least after infancy. lo. earlier centuries in this cuJture. for 
in ta.nee, ·a bn would learn bis adult place in ociety by woTking beside hi . 
father-from an early age :(Chr· tensen, M;:iy/June 1992. 

O1ri, t n ·en's comment. demon tr-ate how ideology can be ad pted lo ~hor_e, up 

·uppon for men'· control in divorce and custody, He, articulate · conventional sen ibiliti 

that Er:ame a separated or divorced father's ace~ , t-o his children a. a un1ver ·aJ right­

wt'ifch i.s in line with me: hegemonic ideology on masculiulty. he.tero ex,ua:lity and fornily. 

Howevi;:r. 1WYV thi right is re-framed a • being rooted in.the. natural partidpation. ofl'Ju!tl 111 

raisi.11.g !heir children, particularly their boys. On one lmnd, men and fathers are coUe · rive ly 

con tructed .as maintainfog U1e right they have alway. had - the guardlan.·hip of their 

~hildren. Now, it is natural for au fathers to be in olved in child rearinrr as a matter of . . '-' ·-
muimai11ing "me·ntingful cont.a t'' and preventing the problems of ''emotionul deficits; in 

d1ildren." "anorexiu., and" uidde" which is a re ult oftbe "ab ent" father .(Christensen, 

May/JtJne 1992: 3). 

On the other hand,, epurated o d ivorced father wh.o do not have access to children 
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are '·amed as. ''victim "(Christens~n, May/June 1992: 3). The connection between 

cliag11osis of the prnblem (i.e., m~n• · victimization and prognosis · i.e.! involvement in 

childcare. are connei;ted to motivational fra1ne ·, ympathy is garnered by id. ntifying the­

,1muariou a · ":tragic,'' unnatural as" orne mothers. are thrust into ·a: situation basically 

de igried for fathers." "adver a.rlal" as the ju tice , temrules in fa our of women mid 

1~gieot'> to "mediat '' ace~ . and ·ust.ody deci.ions (Chri,Stense.n May/J□J)e 1992'. 3), 

Potential adver ·aries are framed as acting. om of ~elf-jnterest and 11
~ •• oft.e□ exploit 

stereotypes of iolent ma.le to keep fathers away from th~jr children" (Chri ·ten ·en, 

Ma_y/Jun 1992: •· . 

Nowhere in the MERGB article · on divorce and cu tody did participants que tion 

whether or not (.:hi.ldren, youth .. and former spouses de. ire· the participation ·of father -

th · i1 ·sum that ·ti men.' ,· uni er. al right regar<lles · of cont xt. 'T'here i · very little 

attention ta the sociaf conre.xr 1n whldh marital breakdown occurs, e, peciaUy where violence 

oocuc. How MERGE member · actually view a nnrturing ex.pre ·sion of fatherhood and 

parmersh 'p i a.I o a qu.,e;tion that goes una.o.swered in the newsletter. Perhaps thi is 

be ause MERGE members are largely concerned with negative stereotype:s of rnen. 

The wid · range of problem for which erninists are blamed has to have .. trategic 

value or men' rights activi.-ts. Naming feminu ts us the source of men·~ vi'ctimizarion 

appear: to be a way of defining men' · rights politks i:n relation to feminism. The strategy 

. eems to add u _en e of legitimacy or normality r.o men·'s rights Erames wh:ile fragmentin. 0 

the me sages of femfo'isls a · lllltrUstworthy and harmful (Th mpson, 1990: 60-63 ). 

Framing tbe problem of men's victimization and th¢ a hie ement of men's 

liberation in relation to femini ·m also ret1ecr:s the. limitation. of men' · rights politic . For 

in tan e. the topics men's rights activists di cu 'S so closely mirror thos of fenti.n.i~t. and 

the pro goo t.i' frame::. ~e $0 ori~nted to simply demonstrating that feminist per·pective. are 

1·rror1eoo , that there is actually very little innovation in the reactionary and liberal 

masculini t narrative . Possibly. this reliance on Feminism.for a p·otitical rnntext 'in whkh 

to discus · men'. victirrnzation i one reason men': righ activists have had difficulty i11 

gaining wide-spread syrnpath . for their c.-luims (Meyer and St.aggenb.arg, 1994 and 

fatterbaugh, 1990: 154). 
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IM Fn11nin·g Tahl\.s 

Ba ·ed on the anicl · I e~amined. 1 found that lMN member~ co.nve.yed the largest 

ran_ge of narrative. it'l comparison to the other Os... Every narrative code. I employed 

could be identified in the JM newsletter. The dispe,r ion 'is. consistent with JMN 

mobiJization ru'\it-egies a-nd identity construi.;tioo pro e ~es d· . c.u sed in the previ us 

L'.hapte:r. Members seem to explore a wider et of identities .in compari on to d1e other 

SMO ·. [timate.ly, thetr1ultipleways of add:re· ing identity within lMN are viewed as [Jnrt 

of a , earch f r a deeper ~en e of manhood. 

1ci · of the fMN narratives convey the ·en e that· a deep seated crisjs exist in 

m1:cul.inity- hld, is a core llv1N diagno tic frame. The most common progno Ii 

fram s are expr.e . .-ed in tenm; of th . pJe:d.sures of being, in men's co1nmu11ities~ heightening 

the awarene~ of ma culin.ity and exploring cu.J.tura.I texts on masculinity (e.g.~ rrryth. 

stmte ·, poetry, dance, drumm.iog and so on), ]MN participant predominantly draw on the­

tnas ulinist types of narrative . Hov.ieyer unlike the ma culinist narratives arti'cu1ated in the 

men'; right groups, tbe n:iasculi,ni t narr:ative.s of the mytho-pae(ic movement are be t 

label1ed "oew age~•• A I di cu~.~ in Chapter One, Ro. enau provides an insightful 

Eat~g ry - the new age postmodern m.overnertt- that bes t describe~<; the politic ' of I.MN. 
jmilar to the other new age po unocl rn mo emen examined in Ro ·enuu' aualysi '. IM · 

nacratiye!-. c<:ialesce around a number of politically relevant sensibilities. One of the e 

en ibi hties is IMN\ refm;al to endorse a single ideology that define mytho-poetics. As 

thee following nanative sugge r ., totalizing ideologie and moderni t political so1ution::; are 

adamantlyrejected (l 992: 144). 

[ have read enough history to have a sen e of how well-meardng ldeological 
_framework become,' streamlined into o thodoxy which is then • impufied 
into a .~ ocial, poUticaJ or religiou ·tn1ctur~ that L in tum i:nstitutionaJized 
ru1d bureaucrati.z.ed into a repressive oligarchical force. I am terrified of the 
puritan purge: that are pa:1.t of th · cycle of ideological moveroeo · (Raman, 
Fall 1991: 7). 

The plurality of identities apparent in I.MN .narratives pots into question Yollllg' , 

(1991) anaJy . that ( I ) situate.c· [MN parti ipant a "followers"regurgitalit1g'R.obe.rt BJy's 

irituul language and mythology, (2) positions participants ~ •articulating the same 

strategie, - uonce r moved" •- as tho e in the men' rights movement. (3) paint-; all 

participant· with the same bru ·b. as "misog}1ust" and (4·) re\!eals little more w1der ·tanding 

lhan the main 'lream press who 'frame the more disruptive practices of the mytho-poetic 
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n ovem nt a'i.comical (e.g., sITTJggling tO opeuly ex,pre ·.., feeling showi_ng affection for 

other men. being ·en ·irive and eating i.n relation . hip · accepting diverse viewpoint and 

con tructing :a place to di.cus peTsonal problems) (328-329). A Young comments: 

Pro~femini t men should 11ot be wayed by Bly's spfritual language and 
1 liunce on mythology. The mythopoetic movement come dangerously 
do. e to 1dentifying with the m t;1_' rights view stressing the power of 
women to harm rrien und then conclodioiz that it i. for thi reasou that me11 
are violent towurd::: WOJnen. Beware of G-on men wearing red armour riding 
p werflil chestnut hor e:, grunting Ho·!, and bea1ing gift co reli ve men's 
grief Young, Spring 1992: 6). 

As I earlier di.-cussed in Ch~ipter One, a more ~ophi ·ticared. cri tical lirlaly i · of the 

mytho-poetii; movement i require.cl. Mytho-poetics represent a ne\ politics of masculinity 

whi h i complex and quite disti11ct from t11e reactionary politic. of the men's tigh~ 

movemeJ1t and the critkaJ polftic of profemimsm. The problem with Young' · analy:is i · 

that it ass.um~s memlier,· of IMN ure unified by patriarchal ideology. As J discu ·ed in the 

prev· au chapter~ ·ome members of IMN do articulate the highly mi ogynist identitie 

fo.u.nd in same men's right groups e.g., roll)antic:izing violence narratives as parL of wbat it 

meatJ" · to be a mm,. Yet, these patriarchaJ identitie · coexi. t with other parti ·pant -who 

claim they ar advocates for non-oppres ·ive. gender aod sexual identities. fo effect, ir must 

be :,,ome other ser of belle . nod idea rhat binds these participants together in a way tJ1at j,, 

di tin t from inen':-. 1ight-J politic aod profemini ·m. 

A piethor;J. of rliagno tic frames can be ob ·erved· withm t:MN rex . Membe 

identify a variety of problem:,; which, a· part of a wider di cou . e on betero-mascu1in.1ty 

are highly c.:011tradictory. Some narrative· identify feminine cultural ensibilities- as niaking: 

men too soft. Otber . uggest that culture influence t;rren to be aggressive and iolent. 

... ot:ne member• believe men need to bond in order to become fully masculine. Ot11er 

believe men need ro create imima~y between each other in order to break with the 

constraint. ·of hefero ·ex.i in. 

The c.ore problem that i.:ut ' aaoss aU of the lMN narratives is one that point to a 

full blown hetero-mas.culine identity crisis. The factors that have led to the core problem, 

however, vary widely and can be grouped into the following categorie : (I) the patriarchy 

(e.g., 11:e and production of pornography or men's violence practices). (2. the 

ragmentatioo of nr ouJinity e.g..,. meo have become too feminine, men Jack appropriate 

initiation rit'lla1 · or men have lQ ''t appropriate ways ofboncting). (3) men' victimization 



(e.g .. unfounded fomini. t laim · on violence or unfair• t ·· tody/divorce decision·). (4) 

et:onomlc (_t: .. g. workforce ·cliscrim1nation again ·t men) and .(5) cultural (eAg .. absent 

father ·., uppre · ion o feelings in the expedence ofn::iasculinity and· ofotio11 of 

h"'teTO-e ·ua] men.). 

The mo t al.ientfactor a.<."IO.~ • [MN narratives involve the cultural diagno ti 
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trdm · ·. The cultural fram were ;peciaJJy promioeot in the new age ma cullnisl oarrattv s 

that 1 coded in the Island Men new, letter. Culttrral frame · play a key di . urs1ve. role. in the 

politics of [MN by aligning the ideas ·and beliefs qf the other perspective- With the 

erc.eive I culta:ral disruption of m· culine identity. in effect. the diagnostic frame: play a 

~ y rol~ in the con 'trucii on and a.I" gnrnent of phrralistic movement identities. 

A recurriag theme in the cultural d1agno tic. frames i how the meanings of 

masculiolty and e..xuality have been e tensively disrupted and fragmented: 

Looking back from my present da;y vantage-point. I feel that the chance for 
rnen to coalesc.e aroW1d a collec.1:ive identity, at lea,-,t in my lifetime. has been 
pretty shaky. A · boys we· each fa® a . ense ·of right .and wrong out of our 
owo in tinccs and our identification with important adults, omebow, 
p~h<-1p when oar .independent judgement develop , many of us fee:l 
betrayed and disillu ·ioned along the way to becoming an adult male i.n 
North America. Th.i . damage- the natural heart-bond between men (.Bixler. 
pring 1991; l 1-12). 

For mo. t partrcipan · in I:MN, tb~ rru roots of masculinity center oo the formation 

of a collective identity or ''bond'' that is an instinctual pan of every man, \.Vhether h . i · 

~ware of it or not I found that many participants look to ti;le recon -mwtion of the '1deeper'1 

meanings of masculinit ... and h,etero e.xua.lity through ubmerged texts1 e.e.., the 

mvtbol gies of the pa. t • ad new age r·tuals. As a way of recreating a corrununitY or 

coUective ident.ity,_participants metaphor.ic.ally attempt to step arolUld tb.e modern to retrie e 

cultural :ensibilities from the pre-modem mid integrate them into theirpre~m·day 

IJetero-ma uline identitie . Thi p ocess f juxtaposing ~ulcural ·se,msibilities and creating 

111;:w fluid and ·uperficial tr1e'-dl1lllg~ ·of iden:tiry is part oJ a postmodern culture that Ro. emm 

believes is at the core of su h new age postmodern movemenr. 

Similarly. lhe IMN prognostic frames are grounded in diver ·e political 

per pectives. Member identifying patrian.:hal practices and tructure as th basis- of the 

m ·cuJinjty cri. ~ promote their destruction a · the main elution. Par example n.mratives 

thut examine the effects of pornography on h tero-rnasoulinity, encourage men to reject it~ 

u ·e in expre:sing their s-exuality, irnilarly. narrative that examine the conner.dons 
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betw en homophobia and ex.rsm suggest men develop clo ·er more inti.mat relation. ·hip, 

w1U1. each other as th • olution. Frame that diagnose the .fragmentation of ma · u.Li.u 

idenaty as a marri..fe. lation of the· er· is, tend to adv.ocate for a re onstn1ctio11 of masculinlty 

-Owa(d 'a moreholi:tic sen e of manhood. 

Men'· vit..iir.nizatlon tram · were mo. t often connocted to th n.eed fot a greater 

a war n~ 0 and for meo ' equality. lI evel'Y one of these narratives .. feminist · ere tart!' ted 

u. the unde, ·lying ca 1se of men'· 'ictimizatioo - whi bi consi t nt with the most 

prominent men• rights trategies. Howe-ver. Ule di tingui ·h.ing·feature of the 1Jv1N 
narratives i to articulate a· men'. rights politic witbin the IMN c-ulrural frames .. EcoJ1olll..ic 

frames-wb.il:h dia nosed the problem fr.om a socialist perspective-al o advocated for 

similar ideologically based solutions·. e.g. greater labour unity to add.re · tbe impa r- f 

g obu1iza1ion. Finally. the most pervas~ve and unifying prognostic frame i' onoected to the 

t;uJtural11arrative code_, The ·olution su.gge ·ted in these nanattves emphasized tl1e need 

for men to red.i. cover the metaphorical roots of manhood and to value their ldentitie-. 

ch ·diagno tic attrl progno:tic frame" are-interconnected with motivational frames 

- the "ca I to arm orrati.ooule for -a tion" ( now and Benford, 1988: 202). In the a:,,;e o'f 

lh mytho-poetic movemeot a cen.traJ motivation ro action .is the caJJ for commun'ity and 

colJ cti.ve. support among: men: 

The gift of lsWnd Men (Spring 1991) has confirmed and affirmed my ne~d 
and d sire for brot11~rhood on many ·1.eve~ . lt · · now tbat my journey· ca11ie,s 
with it new Imp and re pect for men, males and masculinity. A n w 
warrior emerge · looking· to connect, learn and grow from the wi ··dam of 
other men ·earruther. Pali 1991: 4). 

The motivation for ,ollective attion i · often framed in tenns of "broth_erho.od.'' 

Generally speaking, tht- incentive.for change encompas:ses a. call for unity·among 111 n in 

re.Jmlon to c.t. pea.fit problem and olurion. The. .connectioo .or bond across men of 

differem political snipe · i eviden in metaphor like "brotherbood," "journey.'' ''healing" 

"deepening men' .community," a:nd "nourishing small group of men" ([stand M·1n,. Fal1 

l 9Y2J. 

The·culrur--.:Ll framing trateg.y coordinate, or·mediates the various iclent:itles 

e., pre. :ed WJtfo.n Island Men article •, At I discuss in the Con lusion, the cultural frame$ 

work within a wid r (;Qi;itext by plurali.z.ing gender and .sexual identities a oppo ed to 

impo. ing fu.;d uultural id ntilie.:. The trv1N approaeh to ma:culinity politics provide an 

overnrc llin_g f -amewo-rk within which other. cootraclictory perspecri ve can co-exist. lt 



·hould 001 ·urpr' tng rhat organizers view the organiz.ational tructure of IMi\i a · a 

"vehicle'' to expl re. variou. ex:pre sioos of masculinity. Thus. the culturaf ·olution 
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en pha.;ize 111.trospection ~nd self-nwarene s, y.g,, discovering rna .cubne. archetype: atid 

c.rear,Jn'g, n w manhood ba. ed oo e periential re-interpretation and mythology. 

The follm: ing motivatiomil frames highlight how cultural ·oh.1.tion.s en·able members 

from arious background come tog ther to e11gage in their ow11 proces. of e ~plo atio11: 

We believe that a1:. this -rime in our ulture there i a profound need for men 
ro rediscover the roots of masculinity a ·· a positive force in our elve · and 
-our communities (,lsla,id Men. Summer 1992: 3). 

Willy-nilly l became a part of tl1e 'Men's Mytho-poetic fovemeuL' I. bo 
don't join parties~ a ·sociation • dubs,. found myself part of a movement! 
For a while 1 was not sure 1 was comfortable among the throng oJ meu 
rnard1ing toward, a bright new future wbe~ feelings. and o,anlJ"oOd would 
not be in confli t (Raman. Fall 1991; 6 . 

A J further discus in the Conclusion, there are several con equenc.:es to r:MN.'s 

cultural :trategy, On one hand ma"culiniry i e plored in a cultural context that i .· more 

fluid m- retlectiv of everyday life - as oppo. ed to a ·odal movement ontext that requlre.-: 

the membership to ex.pres their identities al; 0rding to a specific ideology. One impficitiou 

is patria · bal identities may be. expre ·sed alongside non-oppre ive ones .. The following 

[M ~·narrative n men' violence clearly demon.·trates how fluid, socially constructed 

tnen.n.io.g.: can become in a new age postmodern context - offender. t..·an become victim: 

and violence can be romanti . 

"AU vioJen e i..:ome from u victim. Don't bfame, the vi rim'! I. ay, Don't 
look anywhere el e!' onae I see my:elf as a victim. all m.inner of violence 
.an emanate from me a.nd I will think it. was.more than justified, .. .1 see 

violence as a naturaJ human mechanism of ~elf-survival where, when I urn 
tlu·eitlened by oeing overwhelmed, 1 abruptly push back The fe'ar of being 
o 1erw.helmed i at the core of violence. J experience thi fear as· lam being 
phy ·0111y pushed around or psychologically shamed . .. .I can recognize tllll.t 
we all have thi · necer ary raging Bea:t within and yet l can become skilled 
al not relea · ng th3:r Beast from inside, or jf I do, by keeping the Beast on a 
·hoJ1 cbai:n through discipiine, .·••., and finally I may even be able to tell 
mysel1 the truth fhat-1 can feel plea. ure, feel alive, while in a yiolent . tat.e. 
There is a cenain beauty in . otne violence" (Ogilvie, Spri.ng, 1992: ·l ). 

On the other hand. exploring ide.nti.cy in a more. fluid, cultural context offer · 

rnrmht:rs d1e opportunit. to open up new taltural spaces and to ·ee new possibilitie . . The 
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toflowing naintive. also by an l 1N roember. clearly reflect. u di location between a 

fi.xed/rnrional identity and one that fluctuates between pluralistic i'dentities and emotional 

stcit : 

1 am glad we h~ve agreed to th use of a 1talking . tick' at' our meetings. I 
wou ld like to adapt thi boffowed tract·tion to uit our own ultural needs. 
We can begin by learning to listen and to re ;pond beyond tolerance to 
vokes differert1 to our own. We can start by taking a closer look at the 
a:,, umption·s and value that underlay U1e condu t .of our busiue , . Th.i. will 
te. tour commitment to building a truly new way for men to interact with 
e, ch other with \\•omen) witb children and elder!\. with animals anci with 
the earth (Rm:nan. Winter 1990: 4). 

In eHec½ the cullural prognostic frame draw me-tpber_. together to explo~ 

h tero-.m.asculin.iry tltro_ugl1 ri tnalist:ic activities, drununirig, dance. myth and poetry from 

dr erse past aod pre ·ent culture . TI1rough an ·inward search or expJoration roetnber 

attempt to reclaim a part of them -~Jve.., tl1at they see; ·as being split off- regnrdle s of th .ir 
pnli_til---ai perspeetivi:;. For example! 

One of the m,o. f interesting concept I heard that everung Iat a men's 
movement conference] was t.h' : whathru been damaged by the ma' uline 
mu t be healed in the ma ~culin~ and what has been damaged io the 
feminirr must be heated in the feminine (Ogilvie, Spring 1991 ~ 20). 

I will neve forget th unity and accomplishment l felt a: 30 men :toad in a 
L:ircle in th house at our-closing ceremony, and gave a knowledgement to 
th wonderlul IJ1en wl:to organized the event [building. a replication of a 
l)ati e pi.thou e] fsltmd Men, Summer 199'1: 5). 

For me the recovery of my . .., plit-off heart ha been the ongoing work of my 
personal rherapy, my men' grouµ and my, training to become a hioenergetic 
therapi t, Helpiag other men recover their hearts is a major p·art -of the work. 
I now-do as a therapist Thi has been my personal re pon·se to the mrtle 
dilemma that 1~ve med to outline (Bixler, Spring" 1991: I 0). 

in this. sen e, the prognostic framing strategy of e;{J)lori.llg pluralistic identici 

funneb· activity away from emancipatory projects, like challenging men' violence ancl 

orient· member· co an inward eA-ploratioJl of identity, Linda Kauffman (l 99ff) has 

des rjbed thi pr ce:: as a retreat from the public ·phere. Kauffman argues that-an 

"auti-polltic efidentity" take·· the initial ·concerns of itientity polJtics. away from 

engagemenr with in:titutionulized structures of power ( 1990; 6 ). Th mobilization 

str_ateci~ of the. e apolitical mo emenr.· focus_e ·· on intro. pet:.tion and a dufu:ion of politfcal 
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energie . U.Lrimately Kauffmau sugges that these mo 1t,l11'errts present "one ot the greate:t 

b.arrJru-"i to d1e development of cotuei:nporary progres ive politic. " (1990: 68). 

M " Fram.ine Ta. ks 

1NC appear to be the mo unified SMO in terms of articulating" f:rum tha.t are 

con truded in opp·o~ ition to patriarchal ideology and structo:re . Mo to 'ten socialfrl 

proktninist narrative · arc represented .in the ne'v'.rsletter and to a le. er extent liberal. aad 

1 · diem pro:temin1st narratives. Tht unifying theme aero ·s tile ·e narrariv i. support for 

profeminisr ideclo::-i s. The co.n.si. ten y within MNC.· ne-W~J.etter-provide. some ~uppon to 

rny earlier p-0i.nt tb,~t ideology i the centrnl axis around which MN mobilize,' .. The 

following narratives empha~ize the way a ·tivfat-: have framed their di rnrs.i 1e trategies in 

relation to fer:nini t. 1deologie:. 

Tbere ii:. an underlying.a. sumptio11 to our work: Fetnini t ideas and 
orientntioLL can be main tJeam :ones. Feminism i not somethi.rig .that :haul.cl 
be at the marg, n of soaieiy. It should be. can be, and wil1 be a ·-et of belief · 
and social practice that are pervasive b1 our society (Kaufman, J 993: 7). 

I felt that during the rNationaJ Gathering of MenJ conferenct there liad been 
a good deal of pre sure for us to oonfo1m to an ·~ i m that may be p ·11tically 
correct, btn which lia. never been adequately di ·cu· ed: J ·am refen_ing m 
profemini. n1 (.Cunnington, 1-9 3;. 3). 

A profominist organization sboul~ by defrnition. make• i ·elf a<:: ·owitable 10 

the femini t movement. It should never ba b femi"m t. , make a point of 
opp.o- ing theirp oposals or pander to anti-femini ·m. Now, how do we 0 et 
there? bnplementing. this k-lnd of basic principle i going to take , ome frank 
talk and some ·truly demo.cmtic process. The people ·who rai e t.hese issues 
may at fir t be labeled dlvi ··ive, PC puritan. guilt, hame, or power 
trippe.ts, .etc. But the? will go on rai~wg them and seeking be.tter way to 
W'dlk ow· talk and to reallz.e : ubstaotive accountability to the fernin.ist 
movement ln everythjng we do as diss1dent men, Otherwise, our proferuins.t 
.-tance will become (remain?) a mere front fortnasculi1ii mas usual 
(Bou.cher et al .• Spring 1992: 10). 

Accountability to women, it seems ·m me. does Mt mean we get to pi .k and 
choose which µarts of the women's movement we will .:upport and which 
we will oppo e depending on who we agree with and what we want to do. 
The battered women's movement i~ not our n)ovement. They are in a war 
with abusive.men and the male- upremadst State ... They mu r rnake- the 
decision .. The pl~ce of profeminist men L to provide material sappOJ't to 
their ~nuggle without policica1 con:di.tioa and wirlrout idin•g with the. ta1e 
against tbem (Brown, B., Spri.J~g 1993: ) 
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Member:-- of M C articulated . o ialist profeminist natTative.s in 47%. liberal 

profeministnarrntiv sin 27% ndradi~al profeminist narratives in 20% of th article· J 

c;ode·d, The L'.ore tra.rniog tasks all three perspective · were developed from the vari u 

fat.:tioo-; f the ernini ·t movement. Common to the ociaw t, liberal and radical pr f mini st 

p rspect:i e is· n opposjtional ideological position based on gender and exual idt'.-.ntily -

p•ositi n that unit its member 'hip "to oppose patriarchal ideology and strudure-s. 

As I earlier pointed out a di.agnosti1; framing ide1;1tifies the prob le ll ·a:nd attributes 

blam or ca allty. There are four factors tlrnt MN . acti.vis · in all three camps d.i:cu: as 

the can e- of women's oppres 'ion: (I) men's violence (e.g., rape1 battering, war, eti.;.) (2) 

men'~ ·e, ism .(e. 0 ., -porn~gi:apby. h~s ment, beauty myth, et ._. , (3) her.erb ex:i m · e.,g., 

privileging heterosexual marriages aod eparating men from each other . and (4) economic 

_ tructure. that c[j~proportionately prhiJege men over wom~n (e.g.,. wage inequaliti s, 

a1.:.ce ·:,, to econonik: opportunities, etc. , Co.mrnonly activi t • connect djve.r e:i:sue~ 

togeth~. Fore -ample. ome member metaphorically described ·"homophobia. as the glue 

that ho d: . ,xism ogether" - a ·d iagno ' tic fram that re onated in. all three profernini t 

narrati e cod Editorial Colle. tive, 19 3; 1). 

The oppI'e -ion of women i. not the. only unifying diagQo ·tic frame arri utated 

ithin MNC narrativ - cooperation also exi ts in the framing of other L s-ue.- such us 

capitalist exploittition, ra.cism, environmental destruction, hunger and of.her forms ·of 

dominance. Although whony environmeo.ral"or anti-racist narrative. were. uncommon in 

the. article$ J coded lt is cleat enough from MNC' m.i sion statement and ruious points 

made throughout MNC articles that the:e an~ importantis rues. For instance, MNC' · 

mi: i.on ta.tement make. it clear that their anti- exi. t ttHgg]es with the diagno tic Erame: of 

other a llied movemen . A omrnon mo.tivatioJ1al frame re.·onating with mo ·tprofeminist 

_,1-ti\,j, is uni.ting politically lo dismantle the patriarchal sy:tem. 

Another :alient feature i the: way the three perspeotives are .connected through 

highly analytical prngno "tll: :frames. All three perspectives co muct derailed prognostic 

frame Utat urge member ro: ( I) e>..1lose coer ive gender and ~exual pra tices, (2) critique 

programs and ·olution · oriented to prevent violence. {3) advocate for endi11:g men'· 

v(olenc and ·4) examine :ocial structures rha perpetuate v1olence, heteroseKimi. ra -i -m 

fmd inequaHtie:. Significantly, M .. C was the only SMO in my study to mai.ntai"n an 

in-depth and public critique of i l: ow1 ymbolic . trategies, 

.rmilar to lMN. the notion of brotherhood i sometime used to motivate memb€r. 

into collective action. Ho'.\-rever, a k ..y difference 1s that lhe motivating ·ensibi li[y for MNC 



memb i · involvement in a.poUt-ieaIJy tnm formati 1e profect: 

Brothers: do n t be di suaded from your extraordlnary effort<; to make 
men's viole11ce men' i•ssue. ~K.in,mel 1993: 2), 

12X 

Th u ··e of battle metaphors (e.g., allie ·.,. vt .roty, campaign. tacti1,;al. etc.) i's al o ::i 

relatively commoo motivational framing strategy in .MNC Battlemetavho1 are comnwnlY 
onnected to diagnom and progno. tic ftarnin trategies. 

We want men worklag in their owo communitie: through.out rhe year, tJJ 
contribute wan end to the problem [of men's vlo·Jen e]. ,.Oar approa h. is 
tactical becau ·e is a catafyst to tallno 01her men, to search their soul-s, . nd 
to ta1k lo women about the prob1ern .. .Jt IW_h.itg Ribbon Campaign]_ gives 
men a . n:e that th.ings can be. cliffernnt and that men c.an work together. ,u,<l 
work Vir:i.rh women as allie ... We :hould be proud of wbul we've done. 
Although we have a long -way to go,.,.We can be proud, but uftimat_ely the 
WRC is a victor for the Canadian worneo's movement (Kaufmcrn, Winter 
1993: 14). 

Th dia.gna tic and prngnostic frame of s.ociali ls radical and hberal profe.ini_nists 

al.so dlverge. The. · ciaHst profemlni 1 narratives pre ent the mo t detailed d1agno tic 

frame: in conj"unction with what the members see a, pra ical solution.'. There is · stroug 
corr poncience between the socialist d.iagno tic and prognostic frame . ln the. ino.~t gene.cal 

tett11s, patriarch i an oppre:·sive system tllat must be ehalleng_ed and struggled against 

(cliag.nostk)1 men are ca.llecl upoL1 to make-the change happen (_progno 'tic) and proferr:u.nL ts 

caHed upon w find a point of unity with sex.ist men to make change occur (mo6vationall 

(MNC, 19 3: l aTid Kaufma n, Winter 1993.: 7). 

The radical profemini, ts are more in lin·ed to expand their diagJ1Gsti and progno tic 

.fram beyond the boundari~ · hatted out by soc.ialist profemlnist . All men are identiti"ed 

by the rudica.l proferni.nl .. t as oppres ors. despit~ racial. se).'1.lal or class difference- that muy 

limit or create differential acce. · to oppr.essive p.ower. ln contr, st to the ~Ociali ·t 

prpferninist.. th~ radi1..:al. profemini~t expand men's responsibility uod accountabi l1ty - to 

claim that a profemini t organ:i.zati n ·hould be accountable to all grouv of emi,ni ts. 

Overall, the I min theme ill :th · radi al profeminist frame i a pervasive 

" eptid m" Oone-', Wint.e( 1993: 6). The skeptici ~m of tl1e .radicals seems to focu on th=­

idea that profemini. t politi ·al projects will: I" invariably monopolize and n1i use pDwer. 

(2) ignore the clairn. of w men, (3) t.ake pohlil.: ·ympathy away from women and focu Jr. 

on to men. (4) reconsnucr patriarch.al merarchies and syst mic privilege and (5) integrate 
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··e j ' t men into the pro emini t.ranks (Jone·, Winter 1993: 6). 

Fin all 1. there a.re difference in the ·ocialist and radical profemini sts narratives from 

those (diagno tic, nd progoo tic frame ) of tile Libernl profemini narratives, 1'he libetal 

narr-.:1.tiv~sure e, pecially L:onceme<l with U1e problem of eqLr.d.Jity for women. Commonly, 

the liberal 11::uTatives frame the ~ntral political problem to b addres:ed in rertn af 

women ·s lack of riglu:.-11le mo t ardent factors identified in the an.aJ-ysi were: l l 

conomic rights (.e.g .. wag_e differentials or gender specifk occ rpations ), (2) pol1tic1 J 

ri~ht'> (e.g. omen\ safety in marriage·s or women's right to equal hi. torical 

r pre eatation) and (J sp· ia1 equality (e.g., support for as ertive wome 's identity). The 

mo . a.liem p oguo tic frames oonnectedto these problem~ were: (1) _the a hievemem of 

gender equality throoghout society, {2} valuing women' diverse ways of ex:pr sing 

themseJv ~ and (T) opening . ocia.L economic.: and political opportwuties for w men to be 

independent 8J 1d responsibi 

rn summary, rbe ..... observation· ·ugge t that ideological con ideration ure central 

ta th orIBtruotion of the core framing_ trategies within each SMO. Ideology provide::. .a. 

way to identify problem. create oiutions and call members into a tio_n. ·MERGE members 

pre em tbemseJves in a neutral fa. ruon, in isting that they represent the le1,:riti:mate di ·t.;oorse 

on gender equality. The analy ·i .· of MERGE narra.tiv~ ugge ·_t: rhat ide.ology pfoy.s a 

crncil-11 role in. framing lJi ues of gender and sexuality. Member. of MERGE predomim10Uy 

frame their slrategle~ in re.ht.ti.on to patriarchal fdeolpgies - in a form that will perpetm1te 

women's inequality. 

On .... of the ·main k: t.Lk..e.n up by MERGE is to demonstrate Lb.at men are 

oppre ed in a ocjety that gra:nt.s them a.wide range of privileges. Both t11 IJbernJ . nd 

reactionary m~ ·culi.ne narrative,· focus on the pr blems of meo' vi timization. The liberal 

n-ajectnry focuse on the problems of roe_n's vic_timization through women' . . ·exi ·m. 

cultural stereotypes and unfair cou:rtdedsioos. Ti1e e narrative call for men's equali.ty and 

an end ro un:fa.i.r aad de.b.ilitatin:g images of mascuJinity. The reactionary trajectory is more. 

e..xtreme. T11e probler 1 identified in th~ e narrativ~ revolve around "tl1e way femini t ha.ve 

attacked men in J~gal, cultural and ocjal contex . Reactionary ma cuJiru ·t n.an·ative. ru· 

le- .,, focused in terms-of concrete-. oJution.s to the robJem of men's· vfofoni.zatio~ bur 

den.rly identify fem"i1ti ·ts as the main target. In effect, the olmions pat fmward by the·e 

member are orien_ted to succe.: fully de-rallin_g fe_1ttini m. The call to a tion is weighted 

ioward ~ ar rind jnsecurity. Thail · ro say thanlie motivation for actioI;J is based on the ear 

·that femini. · are harming m~n of aU wu.lk..-: of life. Yer MERGE frame are not completely 



constructed in .relation to patriarchal ideology. A set of progres. ive narrative i articulated 

- on s that identify a nurnber of oppre sive tructure · aod practice: a_gafost women and 

identify concr te ,:olutio.n. for hangt!. An intriguing finding i that. these progre· :ive 

narrative do not contain clan.on calls for a tion but a call for awarenes. of ·pecific is.·ues. 

ln tbi: se11.'e the.diagno-stic-, p(ogno"tk <.tri'd motivational frames in the liberal profemlni t 

narratives ar> nor coh~ive enough to r aunch a ·ucce sful prof~t mobilization effon 

\i . rhln MERGE, 

The Island Men ne-v sletter reflected the wide ·t oumber of narratives in catnpari on 

to th other 'MO·. The.diversiry ·thin [MN-j tlligned with the core strategy thatputx an 

inwatd e>-..-plo.ration f identity-over that of aiticulating an eman ipatorypolitical project. A 

coinmon theme acros. the [MN nru,.alives i.: the. _en, e that a deep "eated cri. · e i in the 

e.xpres$lon of marculine idt:mtity, Such a diagno ti fram~ i ··o general) that it ea ily 

re~ onate · in the contexts o · the ctiver ·e ideologies that are imerpeliated by lMN members. 

Sirrularly IMN' progno ·tic frame.s a.re grounded in diver e political ideologies. For 

e¾am,ple, m mb.e . vho are conueroed with pat1iarchy as an oppres i e sy .tern are equally 

concerned w·th ·t-s destruction. Membe1"• who focill on feminist strategies a. fundamentalJy 

~e:i :tare inter red ln valuing more traditional modes of manhood. Again, c1i1tural 

(prognostic} frames mediate the vatiou political ideologie · by aluing each :olution as purt 

· ch man's own ·earch for id.entity .. 

Finally, MNC appeared to t5e lhe t 10 t unified in tenns of the panidpam'. ~.upp·ort 

for femi11j m.. Mo ·t often sociali t naJTative were arti uJated in MNe new·letter and to a 

le.. 'er xtent radicn.1 aud liberal profernini t narrative .. The con i tency with wh.icb MN 

member · upport feminism suggesl~ that ideology is a central axis around which the SMO 

mobilize:. o surpri ingly, the problem- and. olutions urticuJated by MNC member .. have 

their origin~li in th women• movement However. the comext iJl which they ure articulated 

{i.e. , a men's movement in imppon of feminism creates its own t1;11sion and vaiiatiou~. 

In t.:ondosion,. the framing ta k clearly ary within and acro·s ~ach SMO. The 

rnding · _:,,ugg·est that SMO · are not interpella1i.n_g patriarchal ideology i.11 the 1mme fashion 

but are more like)y articulating a contextually-shifting politics. 
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CONCLUSJON: A RE-INTERPRETATION OF FTNDrNGS 

A perv· · ive i.rnagr of ihe men' movement ·and indeed of manho d i one that i 

heterosexual. anified and e ·sentialistic. ln fact, a clo-er look at the pol itic-s ofrna. cuJinity 

articulated in t_he profem.i.Q.c t, men's. righ <lnd mytho-poetic movement .sug est,.1; that there 

are" ide ta.nging and contnidi 'tory masc.uUne identities being·expre, ed. Th world.ng: 

hyp.oth ·i of this project has been tbat the patriarchal -ensibilitie" of how to be a man have 

been di ·rupred - rhat is, one-;L"an no longer identify a single uniform modality · the 

oormal. legHi.mate expre sio;1 of heterosexual m.ru·culinity. 

It is certainly the cilse in the profemini-t movement that patriarchal jdentifies are 

critii.=all imei.yret d and challenged politically. Members of thi. movement have launched 

the mo. t . trrde.ot oppo:itional challenge to' ~exlst.~nd heterb exist practic.es~ as well 11s 

other forms of oppre s.ion. r n tJ1e ca ·e. of the men's rights movement r.uere i · a ·tr.ong 

reaction to transfortnutioo in gender and exual .relations, Most of the members seem to 

believe men are being victin.tlzed by pervasive attack · from feminists, onfa.ir courts 

decis1ons in custody and djvorce. settlements and anti-maJe oultura·J . tereotypes. Po . ·ibly 

the most inte ting face of hetero-masculin politic· bas to be the new age politic of 111 

mytl o-poetic moverneI;Jt The identities expressed wi'thrn tbe myLho-poetio rnovemeo t am 

the-most wid ranging and conu·adictory. Members who c·ompletely abhor patriareha l 

idffiriti · ha~e parti ipatecl with members who ro;nanticize ,and value privileged 

hetero-mascu lini tie. 

Ovei-all, the tudy hus found that member are not interpelJatiog patriarchal identitie · 

in. a horn genous fashion, Tn the context of each men's movement this disrupted n.'e of 

how to ex.pres hetero-'ma- alinit:y is primarily the result of the impact of the women':,; 

mov.ement and the gay and ie bian liberation mo.vemeJlt. A transformation ii;i th expres:ion 

ofhetero~ltra. culinity seems to be be o.rriog, from a fixed sen ·e of identity to one drat i~ 

plw-alistfo 1,e,, the eKpression of masc 1Hnitie · as oppo ed to a ingle oolfective 'ense of 

manhood. Chaµter One mi. ed the point tl1at the women's movement and the gay and 

lesbian liberation movement - in ·e the 1960s - hav had a perva1Jive impa1.1 on tl1e 

ex-pre · 'ion of hetero-ruasoulinity. Each of the three movements linve ti gated uddre ._, the 

intpnc.l f fominism oo the e..xpres .ion of manhood, And. each movement arricu late a ense 

that betero-rnasculinity i as mu ha political category a i.Li$ aa expression of identity. A 

:i,-rnifi.cant finding is that it is increa..'1.0gly difficult for men to di· u ·s their owu identitie. ·1n 

i olaricm fro111 the disi:our e of the progres ive movements. As I di.cu.$ ed -i'n CJ1apter One 



the~e poJitic,,al challenge have opened new opportunitie& for a diverse p .ti.tics of 

ma.'>1-'.ulinicy. 

1.32 

The profemiaist movement organized initiaUy in th . 1960s. Iti.; member:hip as 

compo. rl of men wbo identified wi.th fem.ini ·m. 1l1e movement began a · member rneno 

di: cu.s: women experienc . of sexi.m, but al. o how patriarcbal society negative! 

af ected men. Th p.articjpants attempted to r-ru e the consdousne of other men to the. 

opprc.s iou experient.:ed by w01uen. The support for feminism and U1e critical approach to 

rna.scuJine -identity gave profemin.ism a dist.in t qoality from the women' movement. In 

particulaL member · tried m motivate men int action through the idea that they can opt to 

fran · 'orm Lheir iJe.ntitie and patriarchal . rructures. One consequence of tms .approaL·h \VUS 

a liberato1yframing of gender and ·exuality. Member reje red the idea Lbat they wer -born 

patriari;h , i.~- men· an choose to chaJJenge or to parti:c1pate in the patriarchal -ystem. 

The men': righ. · movement developed in the l970 under a derivative frame of 
1 me.a' liben1ti'on-" However. a major difference from the profemini t was the goal nf 

adiieviug men'' right·. A prominentrnovement intellectual of the time, Wanen Farrell. led 

the charg_e for men' · rigbt~ and . onlinues· to do so today. Farrell wa the first to arnculate 

the promineu t men' righ .·u·ategy of rever~ing the cJaims.mad·e by feminists - he 

originally de e.l oped it. in the profemin•. t rnovernent a~ a way of understanding women's 

exp rience of se~rn. Members of the men'• rights movement are adamant that men are 

not a nrivi.leged group and that patriarchy is simply a politically correctcode word for male 

di •po.,abilit . ln. tead participant po-int to :ocial tact· tic that indiL'.ate men are vkti.tuiz.ed 

or more nt ri ·k than women. 

Th . mytho-poetic movement .i.s likely the most welJ .known a the 11.men's 

mo emeut." Mytho-po tJ emerged in the. DX0s wi1h roen part:i jpating i11 ritual group. 

tuid retre~ . The movement brought together men from many pofui al stripe · to explore the 

cultural meuning of ma cu lili.ity .. A · gni:ficant political opportunity wa capitalized upo.n 

.by movement activi ·1 · - the chance to connect and revitalize men with a failing )\en 'e of 

identity. R-0be-rt Bly had -a signifi am impact .on Lbe mytho-poetic movement. Similar to 

Farr.ell. Bly provided members with a poplar method to exptore ma. culine identity. Bly 

pre:ented a reading of variou · myth· narra.rive. und poetry a. a mean of understanding 

t.:ontemporary man.hood. In eff~d, he conn:ected with a largely neglected face of 

· onten,porary mdSL-Ulinity - tnen's err otionaJ fears and in:securities. 

Membe.cs , f the mytho-poetl movement.are not unified by a single ideology. Fm: 

rnsranc~-. some new age pa:nil:ip.ants, like Bl . . ugge, t men have becoJlle too soft or 



feminine. Other ne, a~c member· ogg_e t the opposite and coune this r::ultural face of 

ma ·culiniry With ·a critical profominst agenda for hange. Still other members are neither 

in:ecure about soft mascuUnity nor adamantly supportive of profemini ·m, but a.re very 

:ilanned by ·ocie_ral ·haming ritual toward men orthe lack o appropriate initi-1ti.on ritual~ 

for you rig men. 

Chapter F.our compared ttie organiZ:ttion and mobilization strategies of MOs .. A 

significant finding he.re i'S the pre _enoe of three rationaUy .organi:zed and strategic m u', · 

mo ement., 4 pposed to a. ingle unified movement. Although members of the SMO 

have r.l(.;Ces: to shnihff resource ~ the way in which mobilizatfons have occurred ha.s 

differed. emben- of the mytho-poetic movemeolmobilize through a distinctly cultural 

!',ftategy - one that ttempt· to create a pla e for me1 from all walks of life to explore 

manhood. For in.1,mrnce., [MN is organized in such a way that the participants are 

en ouraged io e plOl'e masculinity through ritual, myth. -poetry and other cultnral 

approac.::he. ·, but arn discouraged from articulating overtly transfonnati ve-agenda • e.g .. 

directing r.b~ organi.z.atfori to engage fo profemini J or men's rights political lobbying and 

pr re t P(ofem.in.i.s~ do the opposite by deploying strategies-geared towardsd·smantling 

patriurdruJ and other oppressive structure . For eX.ample, MNC ntember work within a 

c.ritic~ fram.ework. one thut emphs iz:e · oclal and political transformation. The men's 

right · move.roent is presenr.ed a · an alternative to profemin:ism and feminism. Activi .ts 

attempt to adclres rhe: pr.obfern of discrimination again•·t men by deploying ,m eqnalright-. 

SLr.aregy, The movement activists claim they will emancipate men frox;n controlling and 

harmful p-n1cti e . . 

A second finding i that activfat adopt distinct interpeUations of lhe ideas and 

beliefs r.elated to gencl rand sexuality-sor e i.nterpellate dominating ideologies and 

olher · more.resistive or oppo itional ones. As [ discussed in Chapter Four, the conne tjun!) 

between. person.al and c.:oUec·6ve identity orientations play a crucial role in tl1 'formation of 

ead, MO' mobilizations, Members of the profeminis.t movement expre s the 1110.sr 

oppo,0 itional uoject:iVltie· to patriarchal ideology, Activist· arecoi i tent in ritiqoiog 

sllbj tiviti und structures of domioan e which they reJate to their everyday l:ive,•. An 

hnportant ct· stincclonfro.m the other movement .is that proferuini t') are interpellating a set 

o · allied ideologies. iJl that the. e id~ologi~· reject th~ power to dominate others. 

ln cono ust, the men' right· member. predominantly interpellate ,patriarchal 

. ubjeut..ivities, e.6 ,, one.- tluit ee.k to ma.intai.n hetero-ma culiue.priv-ileges. These members 

attempt to make. the ca e that men are not victimized by patriarchy or capitali n1. but by 



134 

women'·· st.rug.gt ' t'or equality. For instan •, ome activist'i daim men are ictin;ii.z.ed by 

hrua. sment and :e uaJ a saulr .legislation which prevent') natural mating rit:ual. from 

occurrin . . Other members point to the costs. of bl;'fog a ·man io society) e.gi, going ro w::ir, 

being a. provider~ higher rntes of he;irt attack and ·uicide etc. Typically, th se ac.ti vi:t.-. 

uggest that feminh,1:s ar.e a. root ·ause of their victimization, Many members point to their 

·o ·n · other men ' ex.perjence. of □nfair cu ody decisioo or perceptions 't;hat the­

workpktce tbe c urts and CanadJa.11 cu lrure has· become anti=male. Still it would be 

simpli tic to redu1..."e the men 's right,;; politic· ·oleJy to a reac.;.tionary po itfon. A I dL~L'.U:s.·ed 

in ,.,hap.ter Five, there ure at 1east i:w.o pre alent way that the men's rights politic. of 

MERGE get fr,med, a · well ·· a .'ubmerged s.et of progres ·ve frtunes. 

Tl1e id ntities rutioulated in tb mytho-poetic movement are perhaps tfa; nio l 

colorful. Foi- i.1.1 tance.1 IJvl.N ac.;riv1~t ex.pre. a wide range, of p.er onaJ and coUedive 

ideotirie ... U.ke. members of the men's righ. · movement, some member of lMN have 

interpeUated atriUtt,;hal subjectivities.. For lru.'tanue ome JMN participants privilege the 

exp~rien<.: · o hetero xual men· over those of gay. and bi 'e uals. 111ese membei: argu 

"that d1e exp~ences .of gay and bisexual men i ~ much like that of ,srra.ight men. Other [MN 

members, ;eem to amantkize doroinati.og expression of hetero-inasculinity as nonnal 
expres-'ion. of manhood, Some.activists articulate the kind of subjectiv·ties that are in 1iutt 

with the profemini t movement: advot:ating for an.ti-vfolenc campaign , urging men co 

look. within in order to dismantle patriarchal identiti ~. et1..; Still other members of I.MN ·are 

re ·i ·tive to patriarcJ1al ideology but do not deploy the critical profeminist frurnes. In etfecL 

the. vruiou.s forrns of inte11?efla.tion and expressions of identity have g-jven ri · to a clistlni.:t 

tna rulini ty _politics of cultural pluraJism. 

IM i;ne:rnbers are concerned whb the way their movement addre: e ideal gy. The 

activi s churn they do not advocate for a single .ideological perspecti e in the con ·trnction 

of ht!!teTO-ma ·culinity. The result of this form of activism is a repertoi:r of ideologie.· that 

c ale: e .around a ·earcb for deep ·eated meanings of manhood: patrinrchal, libernrory and 

reJ ·riv . However . u~h an approach is not a rualiz.od without tensions. Critical 

profemin.L t paniclpan. in mytlm~poetic the movement often criticize the politics as 

neglecting wider u ues Hke patriarchy, Men's rights participants 'ometime · ._ b.un 

mytho-poetics as too personal. Ov~rall, lMN is oot directed te>ward · an emancipatory 

project. (e.g., fo w.omen's equality or ending men's violence) yet on a mkro-political 

1e et participants c;hullenge patria.rL'.haJ ideology (e.g., by getting men to explore their 

irl.t:'.ntrtie · inn non-hierarchical and more intimate• context). 
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Overall memben; of IMN :articulated the most ru erse type.,;; of .narrative:.in 

·ampari ·o 110 the other SMOs itl tbi,.s; .tudy. Ye th. - diversity is only able t flourish 

through mobilization . trategy that r~route. al) the variou' ideologies ru part: 'of un i1 ward 

, earch. I 1N' intro ·ped:ive or prnce.., -oriented approach nmne1s a wide rang.e of 

dmgnostic and progno ·tic frame:s into a.n empha•·i on the eris In manl10od and a .·e-.arch 

for a mar vital sen •e. of identity . 

. MERGE and MMAN appear to take ideofogical processes for granted; however. 

,'UL'.h a i;onclu ·on w uld be mi.<;lea lirrg. Ideology phly a sjgnificamrol in ·corniecting the 

ariou griev.an1,;es of the,.e activists together. One of the mo··t prominent ideologi s within 

MERGE and if A ~ee.m. to be geared toward rein ·tatin•.g traditional gender roles, 

hereto e-xuality and a onventional sense of family n th~ norm. However, tbis 'el of 

beUefs and idea'> ·e is along sjde other ideologies. Some members are determined to 

di.·mantle WLUh\l ex.pectations for men to become providers for their families. Ov.erall 

thee m rnber· are notreally oncerned with the negati e effectS of patriarchy.hut on the 

v.ictiiniza'tion of men by femin.i · ·. 

One of the mu.in framing ta ks takim up by MERGE part:icipatits is in clemon.~trnting 

tha.t the problem of men's victimization is a reality. Both the liberal and reactionary 

trajec..·torie: of rhe Jmt cu.lin.st MERGE narratives identify problen.1 relating to men' 

vk.timization. rfbe e frame~ .exist within a discursive context of acltievi.ng eqoa1 rights· for 

members ot all gende . However, the mam· .cttagno tic frames focu . . on achfoving men,. 

liberation by targe.ting f emfoi ·t a - the ma.in cau ·e of their problems. The motivati nuJ 
frain or the call for t;oUective action in both narratiyes al. a revoJv . aromjd a . ense of 

crisi ~ that women's struggle for equality have boen at the exp.en e of men. A ·et of 

progres ··.ve narrutives. witMn MERGE article· identi.fie. a number of oppressive tructures 

and practice: that hann womeu and describe concrete ,.·u·ategie · for c)l.ange. Although. the:e 

narratives are often coated with warnings of gender bias. their ex,is.tence point · to th fact 

thaL 1n ·om context,_ progress.ive narrative· may urface•withjn a reactionary di c-0.ur:e. 

Membe of MNC are espeoially con ·ciou."i of ideology as a )'1ay to mobilize. MNC 

actrvi.· · define the is who le movement in. relation to feminism and •articulate the mo t 

con isrent oppo ·ition to parri.ar hal ideology, The mo.·tco:hes1ve .,'et of narratives within 

M C j , ·ociaHS:r and to al ~0er extent LiberaJ and ntdicul profemfo.ist, Ptofemiru ·t i.de.ology 

helps member· identify problem, construct olutions and motivate participant upport in 

ali~nftl nt wi~h fi mi1ti .. c mobiJ.lzation.1;. The consistency wjth which MNC appl'oache · its; 

c r rrnming tru k · · not without cen ·ions. r di cus e·ct in Chapter Four there are ~everal 



are-a.- of comention Vvithin MNC: ac · ou:ntability to feminists. working with sexist men and 

arci ·utnti..ug more. national. a. oppo ed to grasSroots strategies. 

One expla.uation or the djverse ways pat:J:iarchal ideology is interpeliated r 

addres:ed in the roytho-poetic, men's right and profem.ini t movements i • the wider 

culruraJ ~-en ·ibilitie · of h w to be a man are changi:ng. One po sibility thauhe e·cpre:·~ian 

of mascu.l in· ty i. changing from fixed and uruver ·al .cod" to pluralistic and t1 uid one.~. 

Evidence of this impact i · found ln the framing of movement :tnitegies and identilie . 

1ember.s of the 1·nen' · right movement are the. ltlo, r rea tionary in a.deb~· ing 

trun:formation: in gender and ·exual relations. preferring to e press more fixed and 

privileged .repertoires o hetero-tm.1 culinities. More. radical are the eta.ii · of ~ ome m rnber 

of both the my tho-poetic and profemini.;:t IJ)Ovetnents who are most ardent ia their rejec.,1ion 

of the notion of ;1 .univ rs.at and fi ·ed modem ideotiry. These mytho-poetic and profemi.ui.st 

acuv· ·ts favour u rep·ertoire of plmalistic rdencitie · that claim to affirm difference. S0me 

rnytho-poetic: a.nd profeminist meo' · grO'llp encourage members to be emotionally open 

irh other men,. to valu gentl·e masculi:nitie and to redu<.:G the need to be competi.tive and 

controlling, the oppo ite sensibilities of those value.ct. in modern man. Such eultural 

resistance and oppo. itional perspectives occ.ur during unique moments. in which idenlity 

h: ciisrupted or put into qu tion. 

The new age ritual 1:,rroups of the myrho-poetic movement are a unique re ponse to 

what the pen.:eive as a crisL :of manhood. The members of the rnytho-poetic movemer;ir 

plw·aliz hetero-masco.linity .in.to a ·eries of possible identities in order to explore tJ1e 

cultural face of heterosexual rnasculinj-ry. Similarly, the collecti ist organization of the 

pr feminist movement reat · a .;pace in which the dominant mean.i.n.g of 

h~ero~mu culin.ity are alway8 'in question and uon-oppressive expressrons of ma ·culinity 

;11-e L upported~ 

Tb'~ signifrcan e c:if plo.ruJ.izing fi,"Ced hetero-mascubne tdentities within the 

ex.perimental c- ntext of a social movement j • that the · ultural repertoire , of 

hetero-masculini:ty may ex.pa.o.d beyond those identiti prescribed by patriarchal ideology 

(e.g., being the .ole provider; dominant dedsion~ma.ker betero. exual, etc.). With 

legitimate alternative identiti~s, the patriar_chal ideology of hetero-masculinity-· the• 

patriarchaJ s n ·ibilirie · of how to be a man- be omes less certain or are some what 

d ·rupted. di _roption of patriarchal ma culinity i a crucial ~ t.ep . ince it opens 

opportu.n.itie · for men to balleng and reje,ct oppressive social structures, ·uch a..s. tho·. e 

involving iok.n.ce, raci. m • . ore ouomic exploitation. My re earch into the men 's 
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mo ement 001 a. a s.i.ngle unified movement, but a, a frag_mented .and c.onrpetlng 

m vernent politic, . pravid som:e evidence of thi shift in the inteq)retation and expres., on 

of heter ~masculinity -from a culture that 0t1l re og1iized a fixed and universal · e1ts ., of 

idemiry to diverse cultures thui are pf tlraf isti and cha.nging . 

Howeve . simply pluralizing. identity withont a criti al perspective 011 power 

eiation: can also have the opposite effect - that 'ot' r · onstrocting patria.rchuJ identitie:-:. A 

parado face.. milny meo' movement ac.tivists - that simply changing th meaning · or 

language of hetero-masculinity does not simply correlate \'11th a change.in ·ocial truttu.res, 

A key d iJferen~ between rbe mytho~po tic and profemini ~t movemen _ i the emphases in 

the mytbo-p:oetic rnovemertt on mobilizing cnen to explore the cultw-al expression of 

hetero-ma.scul.inity as an 111ward psychological proce ·. My analysis of the· mytho-po•etiL: 

<l is~ tlrs llgge ·t · that.tb Is tack can create opporturriti to resist the interpellation of 

he-gemonil here.ro~01a '<.:uli.nity, but it is nC1t a strategy that will tran form the patriarchal 

.-y.-t~m. 

For ome men, the new age politics o the rnytho~poetk movement can ·erve a · a 

ba·i for repl.icati..ng patriarchaf rdentrtie~. The p_oJitical ager\<;y for progre ive y temi 

change is absorbed a~ 'one of many fictfonal accow1ts of ma 'CUlin:ity, The active- cs and 

puttici.pan ' champion diver e and multiple forms of manhood (liberating oppres.'ive and 

n:.-j~tive) bnt are dearly w1able, or unwilling. to law1ch a concrete-pofitical project thar 

'UPJ on:s the ·ernan ipu.tion of oppressed group: - a. project that might tum he.tero exual 

men1
" re i tance and opposition against hegemonic heter.ose.xuc.Ll rna culinity. 

What kind of rnasc,ulinitie emerge when all identities get refocu ·ed toward a 

romantic vision and vaJorization of the mythical roets of manhood - a set of pw-e l'ultusal 

·en.:ibiJitie.- that all men are purported to share? In contrast to the b,ological e ·enriali.sm, f 
the men' right· movement. thi kind of cultural essentialism may be at the core of the 

ctiri.L:. ·m. rai d by ruember of the femit · tand gay and 1~ biun liberation mo ement . lt 

ma al. o be on reason by the tnytho·-poetic mo e.rnent ha greater difficulty in u taining 

the me.mber~Wp of gay men and profeminfat in compari~on to ~he more conservative 

participan . By rene ing the pa.triar .hal meanings, the most pervru ive-pkture of the 

nia 'cuhne identitie · in the mytho-po.etic moveme11t are ones that are heterosexual. 

hi ran:hicnl. Euro-caucasjan and upp·osedly •. devoid of clas.-. Wrthout a criticaJ pol.iri.l.'., in 

11 hi.oh to interrogate or deconstruct patriacchal ,'ubjectivity, and then L:On. truct liberatiug 

1dentitie 1.he mytho-po.etic politics ultim~lte.ly reproduce the, patriarchal politics many of i · 

member. laim they d not .-upport 



13. 

Tn contrasr, the-profcmi · t movement i . . hru-ply fotosed on di. mantling patriarchal 

. rrucru.re nnd rej cting identitie. that are c:o.n truct.ed in relation to hegemoni 

hd.ero-masculinity. The profemini. t movemeor. ··oriented to· making the patrimcha.l power 

encoded into hegemonic hetero-masculia.hy~ di cussable. But~ more than jllSt a ~muggle 

again. t Lhe ultw:al cod -. f hetero-masculi.n.ity the profeminist movement al ·o aj 1m to 

dismantle oppre ·sive ··ocja], economic and rac1st tructure ·. One explanationfor rhe 

diffrmmces bet11-,ecn th prqfeminlst, myrlto~poetic attd men' righJs movement · is rhar the 

profemi11i. t movemet11 I · gl'ound<'di in a .'iocialist politics of trnn.sf'ormar:ion. w.hile the! 

myr;ho-po ,fie m1W£rnfe11t is concerned with a new age postmodetn politics of ideutity :a.ud 

the me,1 1
, 11 1hts movement wirh a reactionary politics of r.(P)its. 

· ani.,-y Fraser observes that ''the ':tmggle for recognition' i.s fast be.coming the 

pan1dlgmar-l foJTll of political confli tin the fa.re twentieth century" (1995: 68). Fro er 

argo that culrural dom:in:.1tion has supplanted exploitation as the fundamenral in.iu tice, 

mak.in,g cultural recognition the fw1damentaJ p-olitical struggle·. Her ob ervation re ·onates 1n 

Lbe analy, is fall three movementS, bm it is onJy the profeminist movement that sustain: un 

anal :i: of mate,ial inequality. as well ::is an interrogatioo of the cultural se:nsibilitie · and 

meaning attached to these inequalities, 111e crudal 1JTOblen1 remaining for I.he profeminlsr 

movement is how to construct a popular left opposition u1 contemporary o i•ety, 
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APPENDIX A 

RE EARCH QUE TION 

Iotroductio1J . . 
r I) How did the J' searcher become invo1 ed in thi · projectper~onally. politically and 

academically'! 

(2) How did the project impact the re ear he(. perspe ti es of geod.er and e.x.oatity'l 

(3) How ·ignl.ficant is this topk? Ho much re ·earch IJas been accompl.i h.ed in th.i · are:, · 

(4) Specifi.caHy what i the thesis and what doe this project involv ? 

{5 ) 1 ow b, the. rnen' movement d fined? 

(6) Wbm ate the difference berween ·ex. genderand exuality'l'How are 1hese concept. 

onnected through the hegemonic ideology on :ex-gender-sexuality'! Are the e ooncepts 

stuk in everyday life or do they vary over time and ·;n d.ifferentculnilal rnnte:x <l 

Chapter One - Historical Development of the Men1s Moyemen1 
{7l I: the men rnovtment a ' ingle movement with differen.t fa tions or a range of politically 

di er-~ and ulturnU disunified ·. o ·1al movements'! 

(,) How hav . the profenri.rust, men'· right and rnytho-poeti.c movements d veloped in 

rec nt h.i.1,;rory'! 

{ lJ) What factors lead to rhe devolopmeur of a meo ' · movement'! 'What opportunities were 

o.p:ened for arti1.,Ulating a ma. culiniry p lltic • through . ocial movement mo bil iz:atio.rf! 

( 10) Who are/were . .som of the ke. leader· ,of the e:.arly men's movement? 

(1 l) hat ltm ian · or rif lead LO the development of diver ·e movements? 

(12) Are. there European. American and Canadian difference across the three ~ocjal 

mo ements'? 

( 13.J How have ome feminists and gay and lesbian activi ts re:ponded to the arioos 

move nent '7 

( f 4) Who are ~ome of the allies and oppoo.ems .of each mover;nent? 

(15J Whut i.:IIe ome o the bru;j 0 eusibi1ities of each movement? What are the main politk::1.l 

goaJ · and ··p-ategi.e ·? 

( 16) Hov/ are ·sMOs organized and what do members do as part of thefr involverne11t? 

Chapha Two - Theorizine Hei;emonic Heterosexual Masculjnif v 
( 17 ) What areas of ocial and politieal theory ure u efu1 r.o a conceptualization hegemonic 

heterosexual mi.ls. ulinity'l 

( I ) Why tbe need for a theorization of hegemonic hetern exual ma. tu.Lin:ity? 



( Ell What h, ideology. 

r2n1 What defmitions o ideology are · 1portant for exploring hetero.~mascoJine fonns of 
domination? 

(2J ) How is id ology t;Ommunkared' Is this communication proce.· monolithic, 

in~,oJving an unchanging iew of oppre~ ion or i · it plurnlistic~ involving struggle, 
(esi ta11c and chilnge'/ 

(22) How does a theory of hegemonic h tern ·ex tal m· ·ulinity onnect wfrb i:lLtuaJ 

aot.i itl of the men,s movement (provid exrunple ·)'? 

(23) What a<.:tual ideological strategit · are u ed to reinforce dominan e. 

(24) ff ideology l'.U.n be re-positioned u · a matter o ·cti course how are the ·e relatioHship 
Jistin,gu· ·hable'J 

<-5) What is hegemonic b terosexua.l masculinity? 

(26) What are the differences berwee□ ideology, identity ar1d patriarchy'. 

Chapter Three - Research MethodoJo~y 
('27) What i · the methodology and analytical framework for thjs study7 

28 l Ho are. th metl1od appropriate to an inve;tigarion of identity and culture} 

(29) t~ the analytit:al focus of thi.s tudy on the macro or mic.To 1evel7 

( · 0) What i~ tl,e researcher's conceptual baggage? 

, 3 > Are there aoy .ethical con em · -fn this re ·earch'! 

(32) What i · I.he researcb settiog and time frame? 

(33) What data w- invoJved in I.hi~· study'! 

(.3-4) H w as data coUected? 

u-) Are the- MOs cho en or thi ·tudy appropriate representation,· of each movemern '! 

(36) How was the re ·earcJ1er presented ln the context of men' movemem.autivities'! 

C37) Ho it confidentiality of SMO member: maintained in this study? 

C ~J What further re:-.ea.rch ·ould be done'! 

r39 Why is the texrual i:n.fi nnation used in thi · study approp1iate 

(-HJ) Are the merh ds cho ·en reliable and valid m~a Lu-e fm analy, i · of the data'. Wbut :1re 
tbe d1aJJenge., to thi. reliability and validity? 

14 l) Ho . wa.· the- data an, lyzed? 

(42) J-{ow clo analytical and theoretical consrru ts connect? 

( 3 l Ho wa data cpded and what procedure were involvedJ 

144) Were any analytical :r.ages.dropped from the tudy? 
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Chanter Four - Comparotiye Analysis v,I' Movement Organizntions and. 
_Mobilization Stra tei:ies 
(45) How i: a h S·MO con tructed in term, of structure r form? Ho I are basjc SMO 

sen~1bilities reflected in ih~.,e fom1 '? 

(4n) How are coJJective SMO ensibiliti.e a reflection of lived experien .es'! 

t47 l How do the organizational :.:tructures and mobilization ~trategies of each MO 

compare' 
( 4X) What are the main problems. of mobill.zation foI each group'! 

(49) What ar ti1e m·l.in types-of re ource-· avuilabl to each SMO? Are SM Os Ti ·b or 

de 1i.:ient in avrti labl resow· e '! 

(50) \1/hat are Lhe practical strategies/methods by which each MO worJo; for 1.:hange·. 

Compare type · of activities/even supported by each SMO? L a problem ·d~fined? If . o 

hat are the .solutions or ~trategie, · put forward to resolve the-1 u ? 

157 

(5 l l Who are identified as the main allie· or opponent · of each group? Compare rype ,. uf 

rvice-'/event , upported by each SMO. 

Chapter Fh e - . Discursive Analysis of the Core Framinc ·rasks withhl 
Social ,Movemen, Or~anizations 
(52) How does e.L h SMO m·obilize the meaning and ideas of gender and :sex.uaHty-.1 

(53) Wlmt are th coretniming task ac<.:ompli. hed by e-ach SMD? 

5,.) 01.,using 011 the muTative · exprn ed in each MO, identify what participants ~ee at 

the: majn. ocietal problems.. iypes o{ olatiom, method for making 1.-ha.nge happen and 

motivation for memlie, to take-at:ti.on'! 

(55 Ho - i hegemonic hetero e uaJ ideology addres ·ed in relation. to SMO frnme~. 

Contlasioni A Re-Interpcetafion of Findincs 
(67l What are. tire major -indfo~' in -rhi · study in relation to t:he hypothe. i ? 

(6 '). Taking imo ace unt th~ previou, I vels of analy-is what i · the tram.formati ve potenti°'Ll 

f each S O in tenns of defining new libera~ing and non-oppr ssive type , f identirie · in 

lhe broa.de-r 'ense of Canadian ·ociety? 
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APPENDIX B 

SUMM RY OF THE ETHNOGRAPHI O TA 

Participant Obs,wyation 
f •tN-1 l&nd Men'.- d:wru:k: MM.AN-Men M ntori:n aml. NeLworlcing·.MNC-Merr':. Network r rCl)ange:: 
.MERGE-Ml vctne11t roe 1he E! tablishment o ceaJ Gender Equality) (lodi 1idual member c.ont-Jcl • are 
hlentifi d throngb ;tlf,L-:es) 

M mber/ 1\110 · odal Mvmnt #Meetings Group Type Time Frame 
Al Profemini I/ 

lytho-Poetic 22 Il:vl.N/MNC 1991-!995 
A2 Protemini t HJ rMN/lVtNC 1992-1994 
A:. Pr fern.inist/ 

Gay Attivi t 31 IMN/M 1992~ 1 ;>94 
B1 ytho-Poetic 7 UvlN 1992-1993 
132 Mytbo-Poetic 6 IMN 199]-1995 
B_ yt ha- Poetic• 2 IMN 1992., 1994 

I Profemini-itl Spring 1993-Spring 
Gay Activi:t 2 Academic 1994 

C2 Prbfeminist/ Spring 1992-Spri11g 
Gay Acti ist 3 Academi · l994 
My tho-poetic 9 Editorial J9 2 
Mytho-poetic 25 Suppon 1991-1992 
Mytho-poetic 1 Drumming: Win\er 1991 
Mytno-poeti ') Drop-in 1992 
Mytho-Poetic I Theanical 1992 
Profemini. t 15 Cons_clousne.s, 1992-1994 

MNC Profemini l t"8 
Raising 
Take-Back- Fal11992- I 9Y4 
Night Drop-in 

M.NC Profemjni 't 8· Vigil/Plarming Fall 1993 
MN Profemini t 10 Anti-rape Winter l 993~ 1994 

Protest 
MN Profemini ·t 5 White Ribbon Pali 1992 

·campaign 
1°992 1M Men's Rights 7 Support/ 

Con ciousnai,;s 
Rrusing 



Textual Data 
(IM -1 land MeJ1' Network:: MJ'vl - M'n Me~uoring and NetwoJk:ing~ J\4NC - Men's Network for 
CnangeJ 

Primary Tex 
New· letter S cial Movcment/SMO 
Men · Net\ ark News Proferniru t/ MN 
T:land ten Mytho-PoeticJ [MN 
Th 1ERGE Journal Men'. righ / MERGE: 

econdar Text 
Mo ernen1 Text 
Profi mini• t New 1 tters 
1ytho.-Poetic · ew ·letter. 

Letter , 
npublisbed Articles 

Poem. 
Profernini I Research 

Re.ports 
Men\ Righ - Research 

Repor !-, 

Manual fol' Stanfog 
1ytho-Poebc G~oup · 

Manual. for Srurting Pro­
feminist Groop.s 

Profemini . tAllthoiogy 
Mytho-Poeti Anlhology 
1edia Article -
ew ··paper ,Artie le: 

Tot.~I #Text 
l 
2 

.... 6 
42 
24 

4 

4 

2 

1 
1 
1 
25 
30 

#Issues 
7 
11 
5 

Time Frame 
1991-1993 
1990-1994 
199 ]-J 992 

identifiable SNJO 
Manitoba Men' NetWOJk 
The Lodgepole Pjne 
TvtANl 
Men' Magazine 
Thunder tick 
Lodestone 
Wingspan 
Valley Men's Ne sl~ner 
Seattle MEN 
Que't 
Island Men' Network 
Island Men·•s Ner\York 

#Article 
· ~ 

54 
50 

I land Men' . . Network 
Montreal Men Against Sexi ·m 
Mi hael Kimmel 
111 earch of.Ju.•uice 
·~IERGE 

Achilles He.al 
Wing pan 



Code 
MOBILIZATIO 
FORMS 
RESOUR .ES 
A TIVJT.IES 

VICES 
TEGIES 

E 

ALLIES 
OPPONENT 
TRU TURES 

DIS URSIVE 
SYM'BOLIC 
PROBLEM 
SOLUTION 
J-[HM 

THRE •. T 
Vl lON 
REACTION 

APPENDIX C. 

CODIN{, SCHEMA 

Code DeHnition 
ProbJe · of . MO mobilizati.m1 
. . 1 organizational forms 
SMO re.'ources 
S~ 0 activitie /re liHJrc,es o· fered/ 
eveo uppatted by the SMO 
Service· pported by the SMO 
S 1·0 strategies for change 
Commenr . on or by movement 
intellectual~: 
Robert Bly mytho-poetic) Michael 
Kaun :tan (Profemini ·t ), \Varren 
FarrelJ (men's right ) 

MOaIIi 
S 10 opponents 

tru tures identified in need of change 
Dlscm ·lve , trategy 
Symbolic. challe11ge 
Specific problem identified 
Solutions to identifiable problem:' 
TdentiflabJe. en ibilities that reileot 
h gemonic heternsexual ma ·culinity 
Threat · to hetero-ma:sculinity 
Vision of gende-i;/ exmility 
Reaction to other .i.udivicluaJs .or 
groups 

CO STRUCTJON Construction of ideotity 

Applicable Qu.esti.on 
(48) 
(16) (45) (47) 
(16) (47) (49) 
16) (47) 

(16) (47) 
( I I) ( I 6 ( 47 )(50) 
( 10) (47) 

(J 4) 51) 
(14 5]) 
(59) 
(52-55) 
(1 5) . 
{1.5) {50) (.52-54) 
( l 5) (50) (52-54) 
( 15)(55) 

( 15 (52-54} 
( 15) 
(15) 

(45~46) (52-55) 

l6U 
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AP-PENDIX D 

CODING PROCEDURES 

Pre~ oding Prucedures 
( 1) Review ethn grapltic note , theory. methods and literature. 

(2. ) R view r ~earc;h que t ions (identify ne _que lion and refine old one as appropriate). 

0) lde-n_tify po : ible codes based nn re ea:rch que tions. 

(4 l Review primary tettt • and make general note , 

(5) Review se{;ondary"te ts and make note · wh ;;.n oete, sary. 

(fl l Jdentify remaining research qu tion and odes. 

Coding Procedures for Primary Texts in Notebooks 
I) Record Voll11ne/1 , ue number, -author title and page number of text i.J1 the notebook. 

(2l Review m i11divi.dual te,;t (e.g._ .• article., poem, li ·t .. joumals and o on) and u:-.ing 

app opriate cod s label code fo the notebook. 

( 3) ldentily key metaphors. narrative . and u:am:ing technique where appropriate and 

.record these in "the notebook. 

(3} Record code-, metaphor. narrative and. funning technique. i11-rbe, margin of the 

notebook . 

(4) Record key qllot tion. und insights in relation to code metaphor narrative ruid framing 

tee hrtique . 

(5) Wdte fmther re.-earch not(,. in the process of coding, e.g .. ·ummarize findin_g map 

network) onnection acr.o s SMO' review pos ible comparison" ·, make umma1 . t.:ham:; 

[Re-formulate r earoh questions and c de a: appropriate]. 

(6) umber not .book page:s. 
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APPENDIX E 

. N EXAMPLE OF FRAME,· METAPHOR AND NARRATIVE A ALYSIS 

The following example i from a mytbo-poetic newslenet on men's violem.;e: 

Violeu has been creadvely defined a 1'bol;mdary era h.ing" where the 
bo.un:dari s are phy i.cal, emotional or psychological. Men ofte11 e pre ·s 
this violence phy icaJJy;· women exhibit itmo:t often emotionally or 
p ·y hologically.: 1 see violence as a natural human mechanism of 
self•, urvival where, when Tam threat~ned by beinb overwhelmecL 1 
;Jbruptly push back. Th ... fear of b:ei11g overwhelmed is ar the core of 
violence. I experi~nce this fear as I am being physically pu hed ~ound o:r 
p ·ychol~gicaLiy :harned. Erupting vio_Ien e has been bea~tiful,iy· de crjbed 
rn a secn:on of Robert Bly' poem Chinese Tomb Guard1a11s: When whar 
was · wa1Jowed, pushed away. unken, driven dovm begins to r" ·e from 
the earth once more. and the madne and rage from the wells'. S_ince 1 
accept that men ·and women are equa!ly'Violent animals but often exhibit 
their vJolen e differently,.J do· not ee men or wocnen f.\ ' clefe.cti e creature..-.; 
who n~ed t.o be changed. Men are not the problem here. Worn n are· n.at the 
probkm. The i.-s ·ue is th.r : Victims create victims. and the -cycle of' i_oleu e. 
continues. Otice the trigger to violence ha been pulled~ how do I a. an 
individual deflect my natural inclination to exhibit violence and in ·te:..1d us 
other methods of handling the. pen:;eived at.rack on me (OgjJvie, Spring 
] 992: 8). 

In Otis ex.Lerpt tl1e author .is re. pond.in"g to women and (eminjst challenge~ to 1rt~11 
. . 

by di:; o] ing m 0 1·s ( ponsibifoy fon]1eir own v10Jeot acts und ·for cycJe ·· of violence. 

Through a :eri of fnun · men1 violence become: dis olved a - a 'O i'u] ptoblem and 

per 'anally fnuned as somtthing wonderful: '', .. I may even b able to tell my~elf .the trutJ1 

that I.can feel pleasure. feel a live, wl1i1e in a vrolenr ·tale. There i's a certain beauty jn som 

iolence" {Ogilvie, Sprlng 1992: ). 

1l1e fir~r part of the c: llective framing procest: begins when the author .clr~ws on 

l''ecovery tuoYement di cour e-: Here men wbo resort to the-use of physical fore are­

po~itione.d as implementing a.reasonabl"' respon~e to '~boundary crashing." 1n Lne 

b::1ckground of thi · framework i · .:i narrative about heteTosexual refationship,: be 
"p·y holog1 ·a·]ly shame:' .. him, he 1'abrupUy pushes back. '' In effe t, the real . o.uree If 

men' violenoe i: women 1
$ emotional and psyohological violence. 

The e~ond pa.rt to thi · frame construct tnen' violence as a "natural human 

mechao..ism of ;·e!F ·urvivaL'' ln thts u1smnce the author is d.ra ving on varioug btological 

anci mechaok.al metaphor (e.g., vloknce i.· a trigge:r vf a gw1. violence i natural, 

\ ·oJence is a mechanism an.cl violence is sur iv.al o.f the fittest) . Men's iole.nce i 

po irion:ecl • a natunu, un hanging and an auto111ated/m~chanistic re,5ponse w :pposed 
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aggre:,;si e verbal attack · by women and femifliStS in an "animal" environment. The author 

also us.~· the meta9hor of a battle to de-'LTibe pen.:eivecl psychological abu,:e by worn ·n and 

fernifi.i:st : ''the pen;ejved attack on me:." "the typical victim foar of being annihilated." 

" m,i'ng an attack on me," ''the.trigger to violence has been pulled" and " the sword of 
revenge" (Ogilvie 1992: 'R), The e metaphors are used a part of an overall frame of 

ju tifying viole.1ice as an equality j. suea.nd offen.der a ,• vi tims. 

The.,,·e image:,; set the stage for the third part of the frame.. in which the author draws 

on and rei·er.Ye. femini . t d1 cour ·es of equality and victlmi'zation. Her • violence i, framed 

a. a ::-o ial I )r equal event phy ical violen1.;e is the same as emofioo.aJ or p ychologi.c-ai, abo e: 

''men a.nd women are equaUy violent animal·'': and "victims create victim . "Framing m n' · 

,1iaJe-nce a ' an equality i\i, ue obviously ignores vocial stati tic that overwhelmingly point 

to men s being re ponsibJe for many type· of violence. As well, the separ:.iti.on between 

physical · olence and emotional or psychologi al abu e hide tbe fact thac emotional and 

p ·ychologic-d:I rom1enl is Gmbodied in cycles of coercion. ven precipit_ati..og men\ vlolenc.e. 

Framing men a, vi1,;tim dis olve · re· ;pon ibility rind enables the author to d.ial.!o .:· 

d1 t change i.· unnece ·:.uy except for the following per·onal approache~; rnaintai.n 

''di cipline," ·"Name the ·shame! Find the Victim! Di cover th~ Sword of Revenge.!," and 

'ucknowl dge the pai11 and reality of the victim:' fear , and ·allow for fuller .expression of 

~u1gui ·h by the victim, including anger. son-ow, and grief" · Ogilvie, Sp.riog 1992: l'.l), 

Clearly, the author' · per -onat identity frames-are of his own choosing aod . imilarly 

the t:ollective action frame 1 identify in this ex.ample is abo articufated by this single 

in.dividt1al. However, f ha e found that this way ofinte1preting "ocfol prnblems of violence 

also resonate" with many other member· of Island Meti.• Therefore, r h~ve identified it a 

rnllei.:tive action 'frame. It hould als.o be noted .chat in thi partkula, SMO. there are 

radically differ_ent frames a,ni1,;.uhited within its p:ublication. The frame fo the ·above nanari:w 

(;0nn~t · v- ·th u domi'oarr.t collective·action frarning.in rMN- one of intr.o ·pection and 

'elf-a\var ne.~s and the acceptan~ · of diverse perspectjves m "th corrunun1ty oftnen." For 

exnmple, in th..i.. same Is ue of !stand Men ''profmnini''t." ''men's rights" and other 

mytho-poeti persp<:>cti.ves were al o presented, 
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UELIABILITY AND VALIDITY 
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Ther are ·_eve-r..iJ important valid' ty concerns regarding metaphor~ narrati . and 

fn1me amuy i . alidity ge11erally re" . on the correspondence between th constnllts bering 

tudied and the ca.regorie. 'U. ed to identi.1y them. In this regard it i e ~eda.Uy important to 

drmousrrate· that U1e text.· are a valid representation· of the the phe11omenon being 

invt -ti"gated. Thi: can be. a tricky ta . : i.J1ce t.he selecte;d texts can simply refle t the 

re earcher':-. th DteticaJ ·m-gurnent . Ther~fore an imponant que tion is wh.ether or not the 

re- t should be eleded by some random sumpling 1..;he01e or by themath.: repre entatian of 

the pheuomenon of imere ·_r_ 

I t:ho ··e thematic: representation, involvin.g th u. e of my expert knowledge. to 

:choos. texts. This involved drawu1g on my experiences in the various S O~ 1 participated 

in a. they ·elated to texts and comparing frame ~ narrativ~s and metaphor ' in the primary 

text wiLh ~e ondaJy text . Further it was nece-s:ary to present a clear Rrgument for the 

c-orrespondence betwe..en the d1eoretical oncepoi and data (i.e_, be:ginr;iing the reselli' h 

process 1n my own panicipatiou .in. the variou · mov~menr.:; and applying a reITexi e 

approach, between tne.ory, method · and data, t.o conslruc.:t research que~tio-□:). 

Unfortunately thi - approach can result in the weakest demonstration of validity 

(often called face. validity) becau, e it potentially pits. the re earcher s expen knowledge 

' lely agam. t rivai re.earcb findings a□d other researcher · ~- pert knowledge. ·Tllis is the 

cru· primarily be ause t:he:re,-:earoher is usually th.e. centralimerpreter of data at al.l lr-ve1s of 

in e iti.g,nion. Locke et a.I (19.87) ·uggest that m research of this nature tho researube ~ 

bio'gmp'tiy becom s particu1a.rly relevant {e.g., values, ways of ~eeing, 'intellectmll 

bag.gag ' , interpretive skills, etc.} to colle1.,ti.ng, analy i.ng. and interpreting data ( 6l. 

Another j:uue centeri-:; on beniantic valicljty m ,vb.ic.h 1.he re ea:n.:her rnu t demon ··mm: 

th t metaphor placed in the same ategories have si.rnila.rmeaning , or co11nor.ations, that 

oarratives are true persooal accoun:t.s or tharframe are indeed c.on ·m1rted and iuterpi-e1ecl 

tn Lhe wny the re earcher d~s ribe . . I addressed th1 · i1. ·µe by becoming as famiforr us 

po · ;;ible witI, the ~ociaJ 1..:ontext , di:courses and text - to the extent th.at l wa~· able to 

exmnine images, wards 1. storie and phrases ( in terms of a textual analysi. ) -and map them 
a~cQ1cling to thdr meaning or connotation ,,_ 

Relfability is also un 1mp-orLantksue in mte11Jreting frame::. narratives and 

mewpbor .. Generally problem foe.us on tJ1e accurate inrerpretatioo -of the meaning; for 
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in~tance of a gi ve-n metaphor in mapping or .coding schemas. Mapping rnetaphor:s requ.i1·e:-s 

a ~ .nsiti ity to c.oherency with.in and aero ' texts or ·ocial groups. lncon ·istende:dn 

a.ding either by the same co ler or by multiple codi;rrs con titute unreliability, There is a 

fu :ther con em in interpretation :in thar the te eruther potentially 'intellectualize ,) the 

experien e of people's rexr ·. By analysing texts and ·uggesting that peopJe. ;n-e. unaware of 

how discour e· or id~ologie create meanings. i the resea.r her not imposin,g him or 

h .r:eJf as ~he e~pert interpreter of other people' · reality? Who s voice or meanings ure 

really be.iJ.1g put forward? Other c · tical issue.., center on choosing tbe important meruphors 

or narrntiv . For in tu11ce1 how the researcher decide,s to clrudfy metaphors wi lJ haven 

maj r impucl on the 1nterpret:ation of po ple •. reality. 

TI1ere are ·everal ways to improve the validity and reliability wh.e.n employing a 

discursive anJly:sis ITc.1, ed on metaphor~ oa.rrc1.tive and frame. I outlined the pe ·ifk 

lnre.rpretive procedure-- , e.g., lntroduction, Chapter Three and Appendix A-1. Thi 

iovolv d being -lear ab.out the phenomenon of interest b1 tbeoreti al tenn as we.lJ as hm.v a 

panicular it.om may be interpreted in a given courext- thi: i an on-gojng refleXJve 

pro .es . The e pojnrs uggests that the:re is a clear need to be hone~t about concepr. · and 

cateu-ories; p~tsonal biographfo, , biase and experiences; and the · daJ context at the -;tart 

of an analysis. Yet, it ,_ho_uld be pointed our that th1 . need not rake away from a reflexive 

approach in which the researcher i · open to taifo1in.g pro·cedure~ as new in igh .- a'ii.'e, e.g. 

betwefn te:xmal relation and .everyday ·ocialreJations. 

A ·econd way I demonstra_te reliability itivolves a critical approach rn ex.antini.ng 

how struc.ture. are produced and reproduced. Thi · i11volve rrutlnaiining a criticu.1 

awaren ss a -to how meanjng i .• true lured in a· given metaphor, narrative ·frame texJ a11d 

dL cour:e. and llO\N'. this relate to direct -ocial rnl.atiun ·• e_,g., Chapters One and T\: o in 

(.;omparbon with Chapters Four and Five. Io this regard it js important to approach ( text 

with a definite theoretieal framework .orie111ed to how people create. articulatJ:•and repJi ate 
meciriing in the.ir live , This illominare · the need to ultimately move beyond textual analyc·is. 

A third way in wlri. h .( could improve rhe validity and reliability i to compare 

!)i..:hema with interpremtio.n, witJ1 other researchers and most significantly, with the­

participants themsd e '- e.g,, through interview .or group sess'i'on, Thi approach can 

cle01onstrare a high degree ofreliability if the cultural mapping produces the ·aine resul s. 
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DISC RSJVE ANAL Y IS OF MO NKWSLETTER CONTENT 

001 G; Radical =-.R;;1dical J>roJemlni ·1 Narrative; Soci'ali: 1 = Soci·alli,1 Pro cminist Na:rrd.ti:v .; 
Lih-Pf'ern =liberal Profeminisi Nam11 ive: New Age= New AgeMa-;cL1linis1 Narrative~ 
Li:b it • e = Uheral !asculihi$l Nu.rrut"ive; R.eaclionary = Reactionary Masc:uli.ni l Na.rn tiv 

·t Etlito . n te folk,ws mvdc. to coun(er perceived gem1\!f bi:as in u,~ ·artkle 
* tide ls n."J)tio1ecf frolJI ::i llon-SMO pohlic.atioa 
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ARTICLE TOPl . 

Analysis of the Body 
Criti,t.;' 'm ·of BI'ea t Implant 

# ARTICLES BY NARRATIVE CODE 

Exploitation o ·Women'" Brea:'t /Sexism 
lnformati ·non Te ti ular Cancer 

ritici.sm of Genital Mutilation 

Comrnemaiyon P ni · Enlargements 
Cl1aug.ing Gender Powe.r/Beauty Myth 
Tabacco Lodustry/ Actvertizin g/vV omen 

lnterrogat in H etero exual 
Ma culinilies/Pat .riarchal Idenljti'es 
P~ttri- · ·hal Meanings of Hetero-Ma ·c. 
Hete.ro,sexism and Homophobia. 

Effet.:t · of HfV :ind .L\.ID· I tigmatization 
C1:1tique of Domin£lflt pirituality/ 

Se;xµality 
Effects of Po oo.graphy 

MERGE IMN MNC 

1 SociaJ.i ·t * -i-
1 Re-c1ctionary 

lNewAge 
I Lib-PFem * t 
2Lib-M.asc 
l Ub-Masc 
I Lib-PFem 
l So ·iall t * t 

l Sodalis.t * 
l Soc-iali ' t * 

I So.c:ialisr 

2 ~ociali t 
4 Lib-PFern 
3 Socialist 
2 Socia.list 

B'eauty Myth - Men:' Desire I Lib-PFein 
Violence Again• t Pr.osti.tutes/Poverty 
Crilique of Tec.hnolog,y/Patriar~hy in 

Child Sekction ~ De-Valuing Girls 
Un ufo/S~xisrWoi:k Site-for-Women 
.M.arria e Privacy and Wome.n' · Safety 

Analysis of Cu ·tucJy/Dlvorce Is ·ucs 
Enforcement of S.u:ppon Pa¥ment. 
Abse-nt Father and Cu tody/Divorce 
Father' · Right:!' ~ad Cus'tGcly 
Shared Parenting and Violence/Custody 
Male Victimization in Cu~todY./ 

Divorce Case · 

1 Llb~PFem 
l Rea tionary 
1 Lib--Masc 
1 LihMMa ·c 

I Reactionary 
I Lib-Masc 

1 Soojali, .t 

l SocialLi.;t 
I Sodli.fut 
1 Lib-PFern 

I Rea.ctionary 
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# ARTICLES BY NARRATIVE CODE 
MERGE- IMN MNC 

mtly is of Heterose ual fvlale 
Vic.timizat10.n 
Argue. [ I Degree - of Se ual A. ault 
Male ktiroization and Date-Rap 

la.le Victimization and xual 
Harassment 

Empathizing with n,. Dating 
Role/Ritual 

S cietaJ Effects on Ma culio 
fd.enthie.s and Role 

1 l,i b-Mas1.: 
1 Reactionary 

l Reai..:tionary 

1 Lib-Ma: c 

Effects of Depre · ion on Mas uline Identity l Lib-M~'C 
Effect of Aging on Mascn!ine ldenlity . 
Effec · of Work For ·e fu.-ploj:ration 011 Men I o la list 
Hetero exual Men' I. olatioo/Dependency 
Effe ·ti:i of Violeuce and Male Socialization 
E.ffectS of Viole.nee and Male Vh;timfaatioo J Lib~Masc 

2 Rea tionary 

Cultural en ibilities on Women's 
ldentitje 
Add.res. ing Warn 11' Emotional Need. 

tereotype, · by Women Against Women 
Support tor a trong Identity for Wocneo 
As ertive Women and Everyday exi 'm 

nalysis of Socio-Biulogical 
Perspecfrves on Gender/ e uaHt 
Sodo-Biolog.ical on Gender/. e:1<uality 
Critique of S_oc.:io-BiologicaJ View 

FragmentatJou/PJw-aJizatiou of 
Heiero e uni Masculini.ty 
PluraJjzing Meaning of Hetero-Mru culinity 

Tran ·forming Masculinitie. / ·hanging 
Cultural en ibilities 
SQpportfor-Re-E aluati.ng Men's-Role. · 
Tran forming Compet-ition/Hierarehy 
Tran formution Through Self-Awarene. 

I Lib-PFem 
I Lib-Masc 
l Ub-PFem 

Tran. forming Gender-Role·Socialization I Ub-PFem 
Tran: orrni.ng Men ibrough Initiation 

upp·on for Men' B~nding/Conununi.ty 
Healing Men Thr01.1gh Group -Work 
St1bve.rtlng M le Privilege 

I New Age 
2 Socialist 
I New Age 
l New-Age 
1 Lib-Mat. 

6 New Age 

2NewAge 
·2 Ne, Age 
I New Age 
4 New ~ge 
2 Ne Age 
I New Age 

1 Lib-PFern 
I Lib~PFem 

1 Socialist 

1 Lib-PF 111 

1 New Age 
I New Age 
I Ub-PFem 
2 ·Radical 
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# ARTICLE BY NARRATI E CODE 
MERGE IMN . MNC 

Interrogating Cultural ensibiHti~s 
un l\'fa. culine Identities 
Emotional Contrc,1/Endi.ag Meo'· Violence 
Fn.ther~Son Refo.tion ·hlps 
Uitique of "Soft" asculine. ldentities 
Vicrirnizatio□ (Shaming) by Men to Men 
Support for a Peacemaker ldentity for Men 
Ambivalence with Male as Protector Ld~Qtity 

•n'.' 'iolenc and Breaking Men's Silence 
. . ritl u of Gl.111S and Ma. culicu'ty 
Violence- Taking R~poo, · bility/Actian 
Viole-nee- Self-Awarene. s a . . SoJuriotl 

Within Movement CrHique. 
Paaiarchal Meaning in Mytho-Poelit: 
Fe of Gay Men in Mytho-Poeti!= 
Critique of · lichaeT Ka·ufi:nan (MNC) 
Accountabiliry ln Pro-Feminism 
SMO Conflic.t (Pro-Fem.J ytho-Poetic) 

10 Conflid (Within MNC) 
Cri.tici in ofWhik Ribbon Campaign 
Profeminis c; ·auntability to Women 
Anti~Rape and ~en' M vement Politic 

Oppo ition to Feminist Politics 
· emini ·m is B!Tone:ou"· on Men' Violence 

emini ·mt Erroneou on Harassmeot 
Femini ·t Th .ory is Erroneou /I-lystericaJ 
Male Victimization o· credits Femini. m 
Le. bian Violence o· ·credits Feminism 
Workforce Di ~ riminatiou by Wbmen, 

.3 Reactionary 
1 Reactionary 
l Reactionary 
I Reactionary 
l Reactionwy 

Agaln~t Women Discredi: · Feminism 1 Lib-Masi.: 
Feminis111 i Enoneous on Affirm. Action 2 Reactionary 
Femin·sm 1 · Euoneou, on: Women's Pov~rty 
Feminism·. Erroneou on Wage Differ.enc. 
rnvoke.s Reversal· on Femjnist Analysi.- 1 Reactiooary 
Fc.:minism i: Hate and Sexual Hara, sment is 

a eapon of Fentini. t Power 1 Reacti.011ary 
Compare · Femin.i. m with Hale Group · l Reactionary 
Tctemi6es Women a..~· Sexist I Reactionary 
Romantici ·m of Certain Vio]en eNictims 
Re°Framing- "Gender Re1uted Abuse " 
Re-Framing- "Geode Based Violence'' 
8xamine ·Women Supporters of Naztsm 
D' credits Backlash by Su:an Faludi 

I .Ub-Masc 
l Lib-Masc 
l Lib-Mac 
l Lib-Mac 

1 Sol,:ialist 
I Ub-f>Fe,1.n 

ew Age l New Age 
2 New Age 
l New Age 
I Lib-Mast: 

5 New Age 

l Radical 
1 Lib-PFem 

2 ocia.Ust 
l Lib--PF m 
3 SociaJj, t 

1 Radical 
l Radical 
1 Radical 
1 Sociali. t 
4Radical 
I Radical 
1 RacUcal 
I Socialist 

I Reactionary 

I Reactionary 
I Reactionary I Rem;tionary * 

l Reactionary 
1 Reactionary 
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D scriptive naly is of Mytfro­
Poetic Mo ement 
Analysis o.f the lron John Story 
Bio t1phic-,ll Airaly. is of Rohen Bly 

Op·position to Anti--F·eminist Politrcs 
Devaluing Women in Reactionary Group 
Homophobia in fytho-Poeci Movement 
E.· · ntialism in Mytho Poetic Movenien.t 
· ytho-Poetic Movement a ◄ ''Boy' Cll1b11 

Re . ert Bly' · Work a· Reaction,u , Politic· 

Bly Jgoores Gender Power Di ference. ­
Criti ue c,f B.acklash Politics 

up1>orl for Femtoist PuJitics 
Svppon for omt:J.n': s·helter · 
Supp.att for Femini t Analy i · 

uppott for Women in Science 
upportfor Wom~n Leaders 
Ul}port Through Profeminism 

WI ·ce Ribbon Campaign Suppo · Fern. 

Support for Anti-Violence· S-chool Programs 
upport for Women'· Monument Projects 

Critique-of Men' - Hate Ma:il on Fern.i.rtt · 

# ARTICLES BY NARR -TIVE CODE. 
1ERGE IMN 1NC 

1 Ub-PFeo1 * 
l Lib-PFem 

I Lib--PFem 

I Lib-PFem 
I Lib-PFem 

1 Sot:ialist 
1 Socialist 
I Rad:l .aJ 
1 Radical 
l So iali:t 
1 Socialist 
I · oduli:s.t 

I Llb-PFem l Lib-PFem 
I ew Age I ociali t 

5 Lib--PFem 
1 Nev Age 
1 Socialist 

4 .Socialist 
-Ub--PFem 
1 o ialist 
1 Lib-PFem 
l Sm:faii'st 
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PPE DIX H 

SUMMARY OF NARRATIVE 
CODES FOR APPENDIX G DATA 

Codinl! Sch·ema for Classl fy1ni:: SMO Articles 

{fl Liberal Profeminist Narratives 
r 1) Sen:ihilitie· - The cultural en ibifitie.s in the libentl tradition are clearly identifiable i.n 

thi ·· narrative-. the ·e include: equ·u rigb , the Enlightenmen\ beHef in the p· \Ver of rea~on. 

the UT1dersmnding that individuals are formed by their experie,nce ·, aod the p.ower of ,· If 

<letennination. 

(2) Framing - DiE1g.nostic, progoo ·tic and rnotiva'tional frame revolve around the goal: of 

ob.t.aining women's equalit)' and rights. 

(3) Pemi.tmm-The author may not nece . ·atily specify their identity a profumLni t bnt 

articu.Jate~ predom.inantfy liberal-fernini . t sensibi.li.t:ie such • : a h.ie.ving women's right '. 

o.luing \; omen' · diverse ways of expressmg Lbem elve,, tJiving for gender eqllalicy ill1d 

op nin.g . o iaL econornic. and political i,;pace for women t be independent and 

re pon. ib.le. For example: 

"So, are women rna.Mger and leaders better or ju~ t different rhan their male 
counterparts? l uspe.ct .. like 1na.Je manager and leaders, it i~ _un in.djv idual 
- made of character experience1 opporrunltie~ and per 'onal values - who 
teadt). Tf tlrntpe:r on ·happens to be a woman., wby restrict he:r to' per 
gen·der'l" (Po tey. Marcb/April 1992: 8). 

" ... , the as urnption that the court order is gender-bia ·ed, may not b 
statistically con'e<,:t .. ,. the allegation that a "vorna.n 1can perjar • hers If 
with jmpunity' and that 'a woman i~ exempt from most cow:t orders' are 
se, · t and mi ·leading" (Robertson:, Summer 1992 : 3). 

(2) Social i t Profeminist Narrathes 

. I) Seos.ibiliti · - The cnltural ·ensibilities described by .this co.de invo[Ve the m~ed to 

que tion truditimrn[ gender roles and tructures.as tb·ey affe 't men. impae;,1: women and 

dl.i.ldre11 and maintain banie.r between hetero:·ex.uals and gays, lesbians aod bi'se, mus. A 

l:Ommon ,heme- aero:· these narratives i. a.:critical analysis of men·\ power and privilege. 

ocia:li t-pro eminist nsibilltie • .involve creating a o iety based on collective 

decL ion-making and shared re.'outce ·, eli.minating oppress.i ve· couditfon- th·at exist far 

woroen in soe:111L cconornic and political <..:Ontexts, establi ·h freedom and jndependem; fo r 

women. e.galitarian.ism and so oa 
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(2 l Frarnirig - The diag110 tic frame .. ·ituat men as holding an inordinate amount of 

power mu.1 pri · l.ege. over women, children and 0th.er men in a. wide number ,of ~onteKt ·. 

Progno:tic ft mes fo u- dn ways of ending male doHti.nation. Sociau-i..,profemirusr 
narrative," fot:us 01 'the way patriarchy and capitalism intersect in the oppression of women. 

These n:mativ · ero,pb· ize "the importance of changi.o_g basic u-u rure · of. ociety wbil.'.)1 

privilege some group· (men, capitalist . white. ·i of people over others (.women. workers, 

people of colour). Socialist profemin:ists either analyze cap1talist~patriar hy toP"ether a. a 

unified tonc~pf or ~~para.rely· . dual opp-re slve· sy temr. The import.a.nee of a material 

grounding i~ emphasized. although thi gronncting can vary (e.g. ari hi .. torically gmu11ded 

mode of production or reproduction/sex ality). 

(3) Fe.minisn1 - The s.ociall :t profemin.ist narratives are onstru te<l to be 1n alignment with 

th,. goals of the women' movement Por. example: 

11Essoofut1 to the. understand,ng of the l)IQblem, we face. -per oni\ly and 
~ocietallyis th c-0nceptof'patriarchy', We may want to shy away from 
feminist critique. However, an .appreciation of a global imbalance n1 terms 
o who holds power and privilege and who hears osts, i cn.iciul" 
(Teixeira. S.ummer 199 l ; 7) •. 

·''.,. , y,ou have included tu.ff about-the way we, a: m~n1 pll~ ·~m::h athe1· 
down. · ontinuing the cycles of oppr~s.s.ion we ·aw and learned ·a1 .an -early 
age. Orte ·pecific example of this I hav,ett't seen portrayed yeti. the ·shame .. 
anger illld inferiority rnany poor and lU1em.ployed men feel. The ·ocial 
pressure to earn money, proyide f.or others and . limb the ladder up i: a 
coercjve one. And here'is. the crux of tlli issue-in m_y e-..x7J:erience the "e 
p sure come to a poor man from another man: bo se social worker 011 it 
may be the well-ofJ .man on the TV .screen. Being poor, having. received 
welfare. currently being on nnemployment i.nsuran . e.1 lu.cv . feJt tJ1e e 
pre-sure~,and struggled agafost thern.. lt help having the. upport of £ii.encl'>. 
BuL many aren't o fon.unate" (Parsons, Spriag 1992: 5). 

Our a~tivis:rn involve· cbul.lenging sex.ism, homopbpbJa. raci. rn, 
rnaiufesflltions of men's ,·uperfority and sy.stemk inequality (Fisher 1993: 
') ..... .. 

Y ~ , men are hurt,. too~ Ye . men .a1 a need to ·_top r'.he violence that we do­
to e.acl1 otl1er, Yes. we need to get in touch wlth mrr fee.ling , our humatiity. 
:our self-worth. Yes. we must . t.op hurting tl1e women in our lives. Bur 
equally important we must take re ~pon&rbilit.y for stopping otl1 r men·.­
V'iolence, n.otju r our own ... (Men1s Network for Change 1993. I). 
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(3) Radical P ofeminist. 'arrati re 
{ 1 i Sen. ibi.1 itie - Rndica.l profemini 0 t oarrati e"' are in line v.ritb the other profemini•st 

facti.on. ho reject 8eparatism and que tion men' "disproportionate economi<.;, political 

-und ·o<..ial power ave women" en's Network..for Change, Spring 1992: 16). A core 

:erdbility i. that i.nen need to rethink their Jive as m:eo, e pecially their parti :i'pati.on in 

violence in rder to re~create o.ciety. Unl.ik. the other profemin.ist , the radii..:al 

profemini i-. · eem to construct all men as oppres ors ctespite racrnl. exual or .1.:la~s 

differenc . that may limit or create •ctifferentia:l ac e to oppr5sive power. Far example, 

tbei r claims that all m n are rapi ts o.r all men practice violence o er women. 

(2) Framing - Wo.m~ 11
• ·oppression j viewed.a · being deeply entrenched in the 

patriar hal ·ex/gender sy ·rem. The male birth right of privilege-and dominance over wornen 

rve u · the b ·i · of other forn°1s of oppression ·uch a· e~onomic. exploitation of the 

en 1irorunenL Meo are dearly 1deotified over so ietal or environmental factors as. acti.v ly 

forcing women i11fo ·ubordinated gender aad ~exual roles. 

(3) P mini •· n - Thes m.1.rnitive · convey strong.support for the women' movemen4 

p · .ially for women who are determined to expose and transfonn the s~x/gender ·ystem 

and to g_8 in fte.edom from the world of male supremacy. For example:: 

lt wouJd be a coUe rive Ios: if the.first Men and ·exual Abuse theme i. ue 
of a profen:iinist magazine merely dtscu ·sed .e ual abu5e a o:mething 
, ll.i1.-h men survive. It Lv easier to Sllf1/ive when one i the abuser. Ind ed. it 
is not ·a.~ me11 that ome men are OCGa:ional.ly sexually abused, but it i ru: 
men (free, autonomous, , elf-intere ted holders of gender p1ivilege) that 
men sexually abn e women aod ometimes men. ft i. n.ot eu~y· to peak and 
rllink of one elf as a ,·exual abuser, a ' oft' r.apist. It means taking .at face 

al ue your targets' asses ment of what you did1 when the very mer hod by 
wh ich you did it was dosing your elf to that per on\ wtlL (I am referriug 
to women since mo t meu choo. e to· rape women and lo feminize the m 11 

rhey rape. as men). (Dufresne-, W1mer J 993). 

(4) Uberal Masculinist Narratives 
( l) · .en:ibilitie -The article· des -ribed by thi narrative code articulate wiiver ·a.Hst 

:en ·jbilitie:,, sud1 a~: equal dghts, fi.xe_d and rational rdentities and ·individualism. l11e 

narr.n:ives dra from tnid.itiona! liberalism to articu1a.te < men\· righ agenda. These 

:ens1bilith:~s include: demands for ·ocial and politil;al change that would elirrun te tbe unju r 
advantagts wome.n entertain in divorce a:nd child cu:tody decisforu and e·wbli Ii equal 

rights for men on issues (e.g ... ham ment. rape, media image.-;) in which men are 

di.·crimrnated a,guin ~ 



(2) Framing - Member.· ofthe men'1-i movem.e01 drawing on this narrative tend to foeu. 

on· ·ue·s n1· --ed by the women's movement... The liberal masculinist narratives try ro 

IiquLdate tbe concerns ni ed by feminists, e.g .. framing meo' violence a family violence. 

femate c ircumoiston a genital mutilation, dare-rap as _a kind of third degree rape · nd o 

on. 

(3 1eminL m - Women's i •sue . fentini m, women' · ri.ghr · are c:o.nstructed a· 

unlr:1.hmced and ·c.- i (i.e .. us .advocating an ll:genda of in.equality, by focu. ing oiely on 

worn n . right /experiencet--). For example: 

Entering in a div r e,.aman can count on two thing': A woman ·an go· 
into ourt and perj_ure herself w.ith impunity, a11d b~ · exempt froni rn ·t 
court ord.ers,,.A wo.rnan does not have to . how the-man i violent or ha1-
ever been knO\.Vl to be violent. Just the slight ' Ogg._e ·tion of anger h b -ell 
known to ·end a judge currying to po.l his/her name on a pi ce of paper 
(Charlancl, Ma.)r/June 1992:· 6 . 

'Zero Tolerance' a.re.the polltically-cone.ct.b.uzz words these day for 
ferni:nistadvocacy group and !.heir p(0fessional groupies. Zero t,oleran e· of 
docrol' who have . ex with female patients, zero tolerance of men who 
harnss women in the wo.r.kplac.:e and zero tolerance of wife batte.1:eJ . Zero· 
ToJeran .e: Abra Kadabrn ... The fel)1llli 'TS have fal ~eiy endeavored to J1av 
1zern tolerance' apply predominantly. to women. They try to ba ,e husban ( 
battering . wept, under the rug'. During the past year l've had the oppoJtuuit 
to peak to everuJ battered husbands. Tbey face 1l1e same problems and 
experlenc the same emotions. I did a a battered wife (Robert,;;on, 
· ovember/December 1992 199 l: 2). 

(5) Rea tionary Masculin.ist Nan♦ati ves 
I ) Sen.-ibilitie ·~Artie] &· described by tllis cod claim that the vi timizatfon of men ls ii 

dfred re·ult af frmhu t domination_ The narrative points to men as being victunizecl 

th.rough: military deaths during ·war ti.roe. entertaituueur/pop_u1ar culture narratives, femini~t 

theory, cusrody/cliYorce ettlements, violence, 1 anrs meot und 'O on. 

(2) f-1ramlng,-The diagnostic frame.., of r.he reactionary naJTativ~- empha~rze me problem 

of womeu'.- subordination of 111en in various contexts. The progno. tit 'frame · em:oded. io 

lhe.-e narrativ~ try to demon 'trat how men me legitimate victims of women's dominuLion_ 

vilify (emini t: as ~exist ha.te~mo_nger often com11aring femlni-;.ts to Nazi. m) and fr.l1meor 

feminist di course · a distortion ·Anisrepre enrntion of men1 and omen's e perience- ·. 

(3) emii.w rri ~ TI1ese nanativesrefle<.;t a strong reaction i'n oppo ·ition to fem:i.nixt 

db,l..ourse nod politic I smne ies. For exa, :iple: 
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"If one man cmntnir· a rime.. rnu, t.all inen ·hare the guilt7 .. , · ure.ly hi: 
possible to admit a balanced picture without either trying to excus ~1e guilty 
or excu. ing one elf ~Y presenting an emofiom:1Uy-· - charg~~, one-srde.d 
-attuck' ... en usually either sens or know that many femuu. ts and 
pro-feminist.S are not pre. en ting a whole o accurate. picture, bu_t it : 
dangerou . to protes We might have to face female anger or re1ect1on. a:nd 
ever · ce we were two year old and mo.ther WM1ted u~ to behave on her 
tenr1s

1 
we men have bad troubk with that" (Balterbury . Spring 1992: 1 g}, 

"All viol.en .e onies from .a victim. Don't bla:me the vi tim'/ I.·-ay. 'Don't 
look anywhere el el' 011ce I ~ee myself u a vi tirn, all manner of vioJe.ot; 
()an ernanate from roe and l will think it wa more than ju.stified. ,,,J see 
violence a.s a □antral human mechanism of elf- urvival where. wh n lam 
threatened by being overwhelmed. l abruptly po h back. TI1e fear of being 
overwhelm&f is at tbe core of ioleuce. I experience ti ' fear as l am beiog 
pJ1y ically pu hetl around or psychologically ;ha.med ... .I .can recognize that 
we au have. thi nece·smy ra!,ru1g Bea t wjthin and yet I can be ome ·killed 
a.t nN relea if\g that Beast from inside. or i£ I do, by keeping fhe. Bea~t on a 
hmt chain through disdp.iioe. ... and finally I may even be able to tell 

my elf the truth that I can feel plea ure, feel alive, while in a violent: state. 
There j • a ertain beauty in ·ome violenc.e" (Ogilvie, Spring. 1992: 8). 

<6) New Age Narratives 
( I ) Sen. ibilitie. -Thi: code emphasize the need for ma cuUne elf-awareneK~. A core 

sensibility is the e ·pression of the wi.d~. t po ihle per pectives on ma cu tini.ty. 111e 

meanino: of ma.'culin.ity reflect a :trong conuuitment to group proce,·: and personal 

iturospection. Jdentitie are viewed in a more plurali tic ense as oppn ·ed to being fixed in 

time. 

(2) Framing.- 1en'~ need to explore ma .. culinity · framed as a proce. s requiring <J .• afr. 

et op n context. Con 1entional L 1ascullnity i:s framed as being blocked becuu e of 

competitio1t, ~haming pent-up feelings, lack of same,..gender :upport- and so on, The 

solution of heighLening the awarene ·.: of ma.sculine identities i connecr.~d to the arti ·uiation 

of new age political/ou1tura1 u-ategie , e.g., poetry, myth, dance, ritu::iL etc is cle:lrly 

articu fated. 

(3) etnini m - New ag narrutives are neither supportive of or an.1biva.lent about 

femini~m. Femm.ism i viewed as providing for women wbar the men\; mo ernent 

pre:ently need to provl'de for men ( upport, vaJui1Jg ma culinity, etc.), lt ls accepted that 

tnen's work or intro pe .tion mu ·t proceed according to men'· experience:.and vie'1vs­

not by addr slngfemin.i:tin igh · or challenge . For example: 



"All I can do is. ti:lke a moral (inte11ec.tual) position. Make di ·tinctfon:-. 
between force and v10leuce· adly allowing tJ1e fom1er1 ¼Tathfully 
1..:ondemning the latter. 

Wrarhfiil/y'! Ya h 1Jocriw! i, wrarh not an emotion?! ?l? 
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You're tight. I do get hot under the l,o.llar when J bear of rape, hi:ld abu.e 
or wife-be ting. A· 1 10l1ow th.is tendril of self-examination I begin to 
r cognize he aftert.a ·te of fear und~ th~ addity of ri hteot1s anger. 

Atratd? OfVv'hai? 

Th - Whjpping 
The yank at tJ1e ea.r. 
The l10U:ting. 
Father's icy a u ·atioa. deri ·ion, o_ntempt. 

LET'S GET THE-HELL OUT-A HERE!!! Let' head back t.o the .air 
cond.itioned comfort of rea, on i:µ1d ·cuttle Lo the djctionmy: .. , " ( Raman, 
Spring, "f992: 20). 

"The con.fensu v.ras ·thatviolence was a.complex j oe·of ·pecia.l 
importun<.:e t.omen that hould be i::liscu. ·ed a:sfuUy aspos'ible .... 'Ne 
wanted the widest range ·of viewpoints... ·and dec:ided that there was ·uffident 
differenc;e of opinio_n pr ent to ensure that most major positions wouJd be 
represented .... This is not the 1a. t word on vialem;e. Som of u. are­
unhappy that the clarion calls of reform and sturlng, olutions are absent 
other are satim~d to at lea ·t -ee us engaged in a pro e of di 'Cov ry, r.o ee 
our awar _nes h ightened, our ignorance and ·elf-det;eptioo illwninated'' 
(editor. Spring 1992: 3)< 

" ... . let u · cultivate oUt c-apacit_ to dance.. The dancer move, in cin:le · of 
power m~dlaLing between n.nd unifying. all power source bur. only taking 
~ides long enough to define them. before beading back into th·e: centre" 
(Nordstrom. Winter 199(} 10). 



APPENDJ.X I 

COOING PROCEDURE FOR APPEND[)( G DA'fA 

Pre-Coding Procedn;re~ 
( l) Revi" . etb.nogruph.ic no.te and coded note. ·. 

2-) Review re ·earch q11eBtion , 

(3) lde.ntiJ'.)1 pos.sible narrati.v.e and dis ow· codes ba.:ed on revie\-\1• 

(4) Rcvi primary texts and make eneral n_ot son type of- uarra6ve. and d1scour~ "·· 

(5J Re ·ew eL·ondary texts and make notes as neoe sary. 
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(6) Con. truct a coding typology of common narrativ~ and d. co_urse type based on thil:i 

r iew of texll 

0) Con: rru.ct a 'table to ch.an' out codes by topics, 

Cudii g Procedures for Identifying Genres and Discourses by Topic in 
Prl mnry Te ts. 
( l") Re 1 iew em.:h i.ndivi'dual tex.t (e.g., article, poem IL t, journ_als .and. o on) and code the 

appropriai:e narrative and discourse for each text In situations in which it i. clear that more 

than on namaive app.Lie1> cod -the t;Wo mo. t dominant narrative based on the coding 

criteria C.ode 011 ly the most clearly articulated d iscqur e for each lext based on the cocling 

criteria. 

(2J Rt:. ord both narrative and discourse codes directly on the text and in the table. 

(3) Write. futther r search note: in the proce" · of coding, i.e.,. 'Ummarize finding , map 

ne-two.i:ks/cannection.- acros. SMQ's, review pos ible compati ons, -ae cribe methods 

JRe-fonnul(tte researcl1 que1.: tio1r and code as appropriat.el-
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APPENDIX J 

GENE_RAL ABBREVIATIONS 

Island Men',· et\ ork 

Mov ment for the E tabli ·Iuuenl of R al Gender EquaJjty 

Men, Me11toriog ;iud Networking 

Men' · etwork for Change 

New Social Movement 

Re_.ourc Mobilization Theory 

Soc.:UtJ Mo emeot Organization 

Whire Rj bboo Campaigo 
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