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Supervi sor· Professor M. H. Scargill 

ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this thesis , s to determine 1f there 1s such an 

entity as Canadian Engl 1sh s lang , by using the resources of the 

Lexicographica l Centre fo r Canadian Eng l ,sh, University of Victoria. In 

the v,ew of several academics, like Eric Partridge , H. L. Mencken , 

Mark Orkin, the bulk of Canadian Engl ,sh slang ,s composed of American 

English slang. Through logical reasoning, one must believe that 

Canadian English has w1th1n ,ts bounds a Canadian Engl ,sh slang, To 

assume that part of it ,s of Canad ian or1g1n is no more astonishing than 

to assume t hat part of Amer ican Engl ,sh slang ls of American or1g1n, and 

part of British English slang 1s of Br1t1sh origin. 

, What 1s s lang? It 1s a part of our language , but a part some 

lexicographers wou ld rather not think about, Why7 Because it is usually 

ephemeral, ,t i s composed of coinages, a r bitrari l y changed words, 

abbrev1at 1ons , metaphors and s1m1les; because 1t is often picturesque or 

str1k1ng , earthy, humorous , ( t oo) exact ,n defin1t1on, and euphem1st1c , 

It 1s highly informal, often 1mpol1te, and it ,snot normally 1n use by 

speakers of proper Standard Engl , sh, and these people are for whom most 

lex icographers compile dict1onar 1es, 

The words dealt with, 1n this thesis, to prove the ex i stence of 

Canadian slang have proved to be categorized as words not listed any­

where; words 11sted as American or British, but antedated by Canadian 

quotations 1n the f il es from the Lexicographical Centre; words which 

may be e ither Canad ian or American in or1g1n, words listed in 

d1ct1onar1es but without a date of or1g1n , and words ~nown to be, and 
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11sted as, of US or19 1n and use . These words \1ere supplemented by 

extensive l 1st1ngs 1n the D1ct1onary of Slang and Unconventiona l Engl 1sh. 

Are the claims true that Canadian Engl 1sh slang 1s eighty percent. 

o r nine-ten t hs Amer ican? Are there many Canadian Engl 1sh slang terms of 

Canad ian or19 1n, or are they mostly bor r owed Americanisms? Is t here a 

substantial percentage of Br 1t1sh Engl 1sh slang 1n that of Canad ian 

Eng l ish , or do we , i ndeed , thi nk and speak 1n American? Should further 

at t empt s be made to c l aim a sepa rate Canadian Engl ash and Ame.r1 can 

Engl 1sh , o r shou ld the r e be a type of Eng l 1sh class1f 1ed as North 

American Eng li sh? The resu l ts of this thesis wall deliver some sor t s of 

so luti ons to t hese problems. 

The probl em so lved mos t 1mmed1ate l y i s whethe r or not the r e 1s a 

Canad ian Eng li sh slang. Of 4306 l ex ical i tems examined , 2540, or f i fty­

ni ne pe r cent of t he total, proved t o be Canadian 1n or19 1n or 1n exclu­

si ve Canadian use , and 2128 items , o r fo r ty-n ine percent of the total, 

pr oved t o be Canad ian in orlg , n. 

As fu rther evidence of the existence of Canadian slang , 

a lt hough t he ev idence 1s sl aght indeed , one can turn to the 

Dictiona ry of Canadianisms on H1stor1cal Pr1nc1ples which labels 

as s lang a smal l proportion of its entries, Such entries, wh ich 

a r e a l so an the unpubl ashed files as dupl icate ent r ies, are 

ma r ked with an as t erisk in List (6). 
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1.0 Sl ang 1s a topic of language study frequently neg lected or only 

l 1ghtly treated by lexicographers. With an apparent trend toward a 

more relaxed, informal type of speech and wr1t1ng, s lang and co ll oqu1al-

1sms are becoming prominent in everyday use, and their study should be 

1ntens if ted. Sl ang can be defined for the purposes of this thesis as a 

variety of non-standard speech, for example, biffy = "bathroom", drag= 

" influence (n.) 11
, hustler= "prost1 tute11

; composed of coinages such as , 

~ = "coffee", rubby-dub = " drunka rd" , cheechako = "newcOl'ler"; 

a rb1 tra r1 ly changed wo rd s as, cagnas from "caserne" (French) , d l 1nk1e 

from "drink" , hummers kew f rom "humoresque"; abbrev ia tions such as, 

muskie from 11muskel l unge11
, natch from "naturally" , Squ ibbley f rom 

"Esqu1malt", fig ures of speech such as metaphors , backhouse flush= " a 

poor poker hand", man- ki ll e r= "a piece of man-operated mach inery geared 

to run at a fast speed", ma r bl e orchard= "cemetery" , and similes,~ 

a hand 1 ike a foot = "to be dealt a poor hand of cards" , al 1 dol led up 

like a ba rber's cat= "dressed up", dark as the inside of a cow= " p i tch 

black" ; str1k1ng or picturesque words such as , bald-headed prai r ie = 

"the Canad ian Prairi es" , C.P.R. strawberries = "prunes", come-to-Jesus 

co l lar = "a ful 1-dress co ll ar" , honey car t = "a (human) refuse wagon"; 

ea r thy speech, such as, she ' s bui l t 11ke a brick shit- house= " she 's got 

a nice f igure", honey thighs ... "an endearr,ent said of an attractive girl", 

the north end of a horse going south= "an ass"(f ig .) , words (too) exact 

1n defin1t1on such as, the b ig noise= "the boss", boarding-house reach 

= "a l ong reach at a d inner table", id iot 's lantern= " a televis ion"; 

humorous ,terns as , take (one's) last d ri nk= " t o drown", Massey- Harris= 

"cheese" , whale(-) bel l y = "a type of coal -car--because 1t 1 s caver nous"; 

initt a ls, such as , S. O. L. = "short of luck", A. K. = "arse ove r kettle", 
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G.O . K.= "God only knows 11
; euphemisms such as, shoot!= 11sh1t! 11

, my l and! 

= 11my Lord!", glory be (to Pete)! = "glory be to God! ". Slang 1s also 

composed of the other non- s t andard varieties of speech suc h as , collo­

quia l isms , moose= 11a huge, powerful man11
; cant, have a monkey on (one's) 

~ = 11be a drug addict" ; Jargon, p lant= 11 to insert an incident i nto a 

story t ha t, although unnot iced at f irst , wi ll eventua ll y influence the 

outcome of the story"; dialect, stag (off)= 11 to cut something"; argot, 

Ja ke= "sat isfactory"; and it 1s noted for its usua l ephemeral na ture. 

A brief discussion of the non- standard vari et i es of speech ts 

needed to understand the proper position of s l ang 1n the l anguage 
1 

' chain '. This 'chain' beg ins wtth Standard Eng l t sh {S.E.), which 1s 

l anguage encompassing those words and expressions which are used , under­

stood and accepted by the maJ or1ty of the speakers of Eng l ish, no matter 

what the level of formality 1s when 1t IS spoken or written. It is a 

'l ink' of the language chain which is very ordered , t hat is, the 

definitions of the words used 1n 1t are stated emphatica ll y for a ll to 

use and unde r stand, and t he spel l 1ngs and pronunc iations of its words 

are prec i sely given. 

Colloquial speech 1s the next 'link' of the 'chain', and its 

vocabulary consists of i nforma l words , those that could be used in a 

fam 1T1a r conversati onal or friendly written manner. They are wo rds and 

express ions which could be unde rstood by almost anyone. Thi s aspect 

associates it with the S. E. 1 11 nk 1 and d issoc iates it from the lower 

1 1 i nks ' of the 'chain ', namely dialects, cant, Jargon, argot , and slang. 

The third 'li nk ' of the la nguage ' cha1n 1 is dialect items. These 

are regionalisms, that is, words and their pronunciation, and 1d1oms, 

which are pecul 1ar to a par ticular g roup of speakers and the geographica l 

area they may occupy. 
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The fourth and next to last 'link' can be desc ri bed as embracing 

cant, Jargon and argot, Cant 1s the peculiar brand of language which 

enables members of certain occupations, classes, age groups, or other 

sub- groups to communicate with each other without those outside the sub­

group being able to fathom their mean,ngs- -it ts, as such, a secret 

language, Ja rgon is the spec1f1c language of one of the sub-groups, its 

technical language and hence, to outsiders, its secret language. Argot, 

the last member of this ' l ink' , covers both cant and J argon while adding 

a new 1ngred1ent , that being the cr1m1nal sub-group . This group as a 

whole, then, can be descri bed as the language of 1nd1v 1dual sub-groups, 

that i s , thei r secr et language. 

The l ast '1 ink ' draws from each of the previous ones some points 

wh ich when moulded together make up t he c lass of words and express ions 

known as slang. From S.E . 1t takes a word and s l lghtly changes i ts 

meaning to refer to some novel event which doesn't have a current word to 

descr i be i t . This process a l so enables taboo words and expressions to 

have the i r shock value, that , s, of a double meaning. Its relation to 

colloqu ia l speech 1s through , ts informa l tty, but unlike the common 

understanding associated with colloqu ial isms , slang whe~ used by someone, 

identifies him as a member of a certain sub-group--one whose language, 

a l though known by large numbers of people, defies just plain informa l ity 

and familiarity by i ts declaration of brashness and 11 , n the know" 

superior ity . The conversion of cant, Ja rgon and argot words to something 

e l se is what relates them to slang. These converted words become slang 

because of thet r c larity of def1nit1on , their colourfulness, or even 

thei r vagueness of def1n1t1on for some s1tuat1ons. When the sub-group 

loses ,ts word to the outsiders, it then no longer can be thought of as 

being cant, J argon o r argot and another word must be introduced to 
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replace 1t or the secretiveness of the sub- group disappears. The 

converted word might stay 1n the secret l anguage wi th a change 1n 

def1n1t1on. Th i s semantic trickery 1s s1m1lar to that mentioned earl 1er 

with S.E. and s l ang words, and once again the secret bar r ie r is rep laced 

and the outsider 1s left wi th his new word, and sti ll no understand ing 

of the secret languages. 

Some of the pr eviously ment ioned sub-groups contributing to slang 

are na rcotics, dr i nking, gamb l ing, the armed forces , ra1 lroad workers, 

musicians and unde rworld members. Examples of these are : 

narcoti cs 

d r inking 

gambl 1ng 

a rmed forces 

ra ilroad workers 

mus 1c 1ans 

underworl d 

the back- end, mainl 1ner, percs 

alchy, Joy- Juice, bug- Juice , lush, 
rubby- dub, snootful , ~ 

spl 1t, skin-game , no d ice, pass in 
one's checks 

goon suit , honey wagon, Slackers, 
Squibbley, wh i r yblrd, zombie 

brakey, gandy-dancer, hoghead, 
hit the ties, yard goose, hogger 

tin- horn , brass, double in brass, 
git-box, gob- st ick, wood-pile 

gang up on, deader, drifter, roller, 
kiss-off, phoney-man 

Slang by its very nature of being colourful and humorously 

descr 1pt 1ve i s subject to change when a new Idea or descr 1pt1on appears. 

The usua l ephemeral nature of slang is one of its maJor points. A l arge 

number of slang words and expressions are nonce words . These words , 

although apt enough fo r a particular s1tuat1on, don't always become 

popular enough to remain 1n the language. The same holds true for idio­

syncrac1es, a l though they might conform to the rules def1n 1ng slang, 

they do no t achieve the popularity necessary to become permanent 

add 1t 1ons to the vocabulary of slang. To speak of the ephemeral natu r e 



of s l ang 1s not to deny i ts lasti ng qua l ities. SO'llc s l ang ha s been 1n 

use fo r many years- •1t has escaped both the usuu l ephemeral na tu re of 

sl ang , and the r1c;e to the nex t l evel of speech . When an i tem becomes 

sl ~ng , one of three thi ngs happen t o ,t 1) ,t will rema in as a slang 

term, 2) because of It s usua l ephemera l natu re, i t wi ll disappear 

quickly, 3) 1t wi ll proceed t o a hig he r l eve l of speech use , namely, 

coll oqu ia l o r s. E •• What 1s dea l t with 1n thi s t hesis Is the constant 

sl ang term (no . 1) . 

5 

Lexicographers concede that there 1s a vari ety of Engli sh spoken 1n 

Canada that 1s substanti a ll y d ifferent from either Ame,ica n Engl i sh (AE) 
2 

or Br 1t1sh Eng l l sh (BE) and 1s referred to as Canad ia n Eng li sh (CE). It 

ls an accepted fact t hat Eng l 1sh 1n genera l has within 1t a body of words 

known as s lang . Amer ican English has such a body , as does British 

Engli sh, but l exi cographers hesitate t o say t ha t any such thi ng ex ist s 

in Canad ian Engl 1sh . Apparent ly the proxim i ty of Canada to the United 

States prec ludes any ex i stence of CE s lang , but why Just s lang? I t i s 

admitted that there a re dial ec t areas, such as the Ottawa Vall ey, 

Newfoundland , and Nova Scotia, in Canada tha t d iffer from Amer ican ones, 

1t 1s also adm i tted that Canad ians use l ex ical I tems t ha t brand them as 

Canadians, such as chec;terf1eld == " sofa11
, !!11pa ired. == "drunk", ho l 1days 

-= " vacation", and which are lncomprehen:. ibl e to speaker s of Amer ican 

Engli sh. Canadians though, appa rently do not use s l ang terms t ha t differ 

from the Amer ican Eng l l sh or Bri t i sh Engl 1sh inventor ies . CE s la ng ls 

composed of "e ighty percent American , \'iith the remainder rather mor e 
3 

Engl ,sh than nat1vc-Canad 1an" t erms, so says Eric Partridge. He a lso 

says tha t 
11

1n another fifty years (from 1933) (CE slang) wl t J be a lmost 

as American as the slang of the Un i ted States, an America nizat ion that 



4 
will affect the general speech almost as much as lt does the s l ang . 11 

H. L. Mencken , s quoted by Partr idge as wr1t1ng, 11t he impact of this 

flood (of common-speech, non-fash ionable American i sms) is naturally 

most apparent 1n Canada, whose geographical proximity and common 

interests completely obliterate the effects of Engl 1sh political and 

social dom1nance,,.and Ameri can slang 1s everywhere used; turn to any 

essay on Canadianisms, and you w, 11 frnd that nine tenths are simply 
- 5 

Amer1can1sms. 11 And Partr idge adds, "(Canada's) peop l e may thi nk as 

Britons but they must perforce think 1n Amer,can •••• A full glossary of 

Canadian soldiers' slang would yield valuable mater ial for lingu istic 

general 1zers, but 1t would not , I bet , eve , rebut the genera l Amer1can-
6 

ization of Canadian slang . 11 To bel 1eve the above ccmments without so 

6 

much as a second thought 1s to sad ly underestima te the creativity of the 

Canad ian people. Canadians, from an h1stor1cal standpoint, have much to 

favour their own creation of slang--Canada's immigration history, her 

1ndustr 1al endeavours, he r sports, her pol 1tlcs--all lend themselves to 

the development of a Canadian English slang. This is not to say that 

Canad ians are wholly creat ive 1n their language nor that they need to be, 

Mark Orkin, when wr1t1ng about Yor kville, Ontario slang 1n his work on 

Canadi an English, states that it " partakes of the characteristics of 

Canadian slang in general· i ts 1dicm 1s largely American, and much of 
7 

it is far from new. 11 He bears out my prev ious l y stated r emarks by 

writing, "Given the dearth of Canad ian English studies, one should not 

be surpr ised to find that Canadian slang has shared 1n the genera l 

neg lect . The fact seems to be , however, that Canada has made a small 
8 

but genu ine contr 1but1on to thi s fie ld of 11 nguist 1cs • ••• " 

Thi s thesis 1s prepared to refute the claims against CE s lang ,f 
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indeed, they do appear refutable. Because of the size of the corpus 1n 

use for this paper , 1t 1s d1ff1cult to state any thing def 1nit1ve abou t 

CE slang as a who le, other than a well - qual 1fied opinion . To be noted 

though, 1s the attempt by Partridge to say something def1n1tive about CE 

slang by examining only what he thinks is the prime source of it, that 

be ing soldiers' slang. CE slang, as men tioned earlier, derives its 

material from many sources , the mil 1tary be i ng only one, That CE slang 

is eighty percent American or nine-tenths American 1s another cla im that -
this thesis will attempt to render null and void. A flag - waving pride in 

Canada and things Canadian is sonething that will have to be subdued 
9 

when analyzing the terms for this d1ct1onary of CE slang. One has to 

11g1ve a l 1ttle11
, and admit that AE does play an important role in the 

formation of Canadian Engl i sh slang, but not to such an extent that it 

overwhelms native Canadian Eng li sh. 

The thesis deals with a body of mater ial collected, but not used, 

for "A D1ct 1onary of Canadianisms on Histor ical Principles", published 

in 1967. This body of mater ial makes up the slang f iles in the 

Lex 1co9raph1cal Centre for Canadian Eng l 1sh, Un iversity of Victor ia , and 

Is hereinafter referred to as " the ftles 11
• The material is most ly slang 

in compos1t1on, but there are some co ll oquial and S.E. i tems present, 

The total number of words and expressions in the files is roughly 3300. 

The choice of dictionaries fo r analysing the material was Influenced by 

the wish for a balanced ana lytical approach to CE. To achieve this 

balance , a dictionary of Brit i sh English was chosen, and t\-10 of 

American Engl ,sh. The dictionary of BE included items fro~ all parts of 

the Br1t1sh Commonwealth 1nclud1 ng, natural l y, Canada, The two AE 

d1ct1onar1es were chosen to cover items found over a wide span of 

years--the one d1ct1onary admirably serv i ng this purpose, whi l e the 



other d ictionary f il led ,n miss ing materia l fr oo1 the forme r dict ionary 

and updated the entr i es because of its later date of publi ca tion. The 

size of the corpus and the dictionar ies se l ected for use in this thes l~, 

outl ine the scope of the proJeCt as I have dealt wi t h It, and no pre­

t ence to greater wo r k is Made . 

8 

2.0 All materi a l used as a bas is for conc l usions In the thes i s ex ists 1n 

publ ,shed works ,n a wri tten form, with no verba l quotes inc l uded , 

Accurate documentation Is the reason for t his choice of material , because 

verbal accounts are so difficult to authenticate. "I n no Instance can 

1t be assumed the (ear l lest Instance 1n pr int as cla imed by a d ictionary) 

was i ts fir st appearance In print . Indeed , nearly a ll wo rd s a re used 
10 

ora ll y, sometimes for years, before they appea r i n a publi shed source ." 

Becau~e of the att i tudes taken about CE slang, there i s a not ice· 

ab l e lack of wr1t 1ng dea li ng with It. The re was no CE s l a ng dict iona ry 

that I could f ind , so I had to f i nd any CE s l ang by a l aborious process 

of e l 1mi nat1on. The way c hosen for the attack on the masses of words 

and eYpress,ons was one of fi nding which Items were American Eng li s h 

and Br 1t 1sh Engl 1sh , and assum i ng that the rema inder was Canadian 

Engl 1sh. The task was made much mo re bearab l e by the inc l usion ,n the 

BE dictionary of a grea t amount of CE slang which enlarged the body of 

CE mate r ia l already at hand . 

The d ictionaries used i n the preparat ion of th i s thesis are as 

1) Briti sh Eng l 1sh 

2) American Fng ll sh 

A Dictionary of Slanq and Unconventiona l 
English, Er ic Partr idge (SUE) 1937 (1961 , 
1"§"61> 

A Dict 1onarf of Anerfca nrsms , Mttford H. 
Mathews {DA 19~1 (195G) 
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3) /\mer1can Engl 1sh " D1ct1onary of American Slang", 
H. Wentworth & S, Flexner, Eds, (DAS) 1960 

These three wor ks are substantial enough to cover the field 1n quest ion 

for th i s thes i s . Al l three a re good d1ct1onar 1es but each has i ts 

downfa lls. For the purpose of undertak ing a writing of a d1ct1onary 

based on historical pri nciples , these d1c t 1onaries help, but on ly to a 

certa i n extent. SUE fail s 1n this respect because of ,ts inab ,1 1ty to 

provi de exact dates for i ts entries, that Is, for examp le, they a re often 

labelled only as be longing to the nineteen th century or the late 

n ineteenth century, with no year given for authen ticat ing the ir or 1g1n, 

DAS also fa il s here by l 1st1ng a number of i ts entr ies with no da te 

given at al l for thei r or1 g1n . DA f a il s by Its exc lusion of a ll tdboo 

words and phrases, wh ich are inc l uded 1n both DAS and SUE. And as all 

d1ct 1onar1es do, they fai l because of thei r date of publ 1cat1on, by 

missi ng reams of data be ing produced after publlcat 1on--only a minor 

point. I chose DAS to suppl ement DA 1n this rega rd, and SUE was of 

recent enough publ1 cat 1on not to need a supplement, Both SUE and DA are 

remarkab le fo r the i r deta i led authent1cat 1on of a wo rd by hi s torical 

evidence , and a ll three provide exp l ,cit def 1nl t 1ons. It was often 

the case that no improvement could be made In the defi nition of a word 

as given 1n a d ict ionary and 1n t his case , the def ln lt 1on 1s 

reproduced, usua l ly 1n total, 1n the thes is. An attempt will be made 

1n t hi s work to prov ide an exact da t e for every ent r y, and to i ncl ude a 

11 st of taboo words and expressions • 
. 

On the basis of informat ion gleaned f ran these d ictionaries, 

was able to devise separate 1 , sts of words deal Ing with di f fe rent aspects 

of d 1ct1onary compi lat1on. These l ists are as follows , 

Li st of 1} words found 1n SUE and labe ll ed as Canadian, \\lh1ch 



also exist 1n the files 

2) words not found 1n the files but which exist 
as labelled Canad1an1sms 1n SUE 

3) words whose f ile date antedates its d1ct1onary 
1 ,sting date 

4) words which emerged 1n Canada and the United 
States at approximately the same time 

5) words, mainly from DAS, which do not have a 
date listed, and which could perhaps be 
Canadian in or1g1n 

6) words not found listed 1n any of the three 
dict1onar1es consulted 

7) taboo words 

The subJect matter of each of these files will be d iscussed fu lly 

when the l 1sts are presented later 1n the thesis, but for the sake of 

clarity at the moment, let us examine severa l examples from each of the 

lists. 

From 11st (1), there 1s bindle stiff, defined as "any poor, 

homeless, J obless , unskilled tramp, beggar or wanderer". The files list 

its first observed occurrence as 1961, while SUE states that it 1s 

Canadian from c1910, or iginally of Amer ican use; DAS l 1sts 1t as from 

c1900, and DA notes its or 1g1n as 1925. This word, then, i s an examp le 

of a bor rowed Amer 1can1 sm, occurring 1n Canada roughly ten years after 

its entrance into AE. Here, also, are examples of m1ss1ng an early use 

of a word and having to rely on a later date as a date of origin . Both 

the fi l es and DA are guilty 1n this case. Another example from this 

11st 1s g1mnick , defined as "any device or plan or t r ick calculated to 

ensure success". The files have it as 1958, SUE as from the mid-1930's, 

presumably of Canadian der1vat1on; while OAS lists a 1947 dater and 

DA 1949. Here, the Canadian date clearly antedates t he American ones 
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which gives rise to the existence of a Canadian item spreading to AE. 

A third example 1s goon suit, meaning "a f l ak apron , as worn by members 

of the RCN when f 1r1ng the ship's guns in a battl e". SUE I 1sts 1t as 

Canadian from the Second \forld ~Jar (1939-45), while the fi l es 11st 1t as 

1945. There are no AE entries l is ted for this item and only the SUE 

reference to it as used by the RCN ; therefore , we can quite definitely 

cal l ,t Canadian. 

From 11st (2) , we have apple-polishing, defined as "toadying-­

before giving an app l e to his teacher, a pupil often pol ,shes 1t to 

curry favour with the teacher'' . SUE 1 ists this as Canadian with a 

C 20 date (a general -type date, meaning the i tem a rose sometime f rom 

1900 to the present), while the item does not ex ist in the fi l es , and 

there are no AE listings for 1t. Another word 1s sticker, mean ing "an 

awkward or difficult quest ion asked of a li brar ian by a member of the 

pub li c (presumably also an awkward question as ked of anyone) " . Thi s 1s 

not listed 1n the f iles but SUE li s t s 1t as Canadian from c1920, and 

there are no AE 11st1ngs. Presumab l y these may be called Canadian 

English slang words 1n both or1g1n and use . 

List (3) has to have (someone} over a barrel, meaning 11to have the 

better of one, to have an advantage over someone" . This item exists 1n 

the files with a date of 1910, while DAS, the on ly dictionary 11st 1ng 

1t, has 1t w,th a date of or1g1n of 1939. The files ' date clearly 

shows tha t the term had currency ,n Canad ian Eng li sh ma ny years before 

,t entered American Engl 1sh . To horse (something) up 1s defined as "to 

refuse to do something serious l y, to do sanethtng in a Joking manner". 

This ex ists 1n the files with a date of 1952, while 1t ex ists 1n DAS 

wi th a date of 1954 . Th i s ,snot a wide margin of difference, but ,t 



does show that the expression was found to exist 1n Canadian 

I 1terature two years before i ts ear l 1est American appearance. Both 

these examp l es are demonstrative of antedat 1ng-- a process used by 

12 

-lexicographers to t ry to(!!iore precisel])det enn,nev the date of orig i n for 

a word. It invo l ves looking for an i nstance of the word be ing used in 

some publ ,cat ion ol der than the one c ited in a dictiona ry c l a1m1ng to 

have the word ' s date of or 1g1n . This procedure gradual l y pushes the 

earl ies t recorded date further back through the years unt i l a 

def 1n 1t1 ve da te of o r ig in t s found. 

From 11st (4) , there 1s t o beat (one's)gums , def i ned as " to be 

loquacious". The f il e has th i s as from 1945 , SUE as Canadian, c 1945, 

f r om AE , wh il e DAS shows 1t t o be from 1945. This uniform i ty ,n dates 

l eads one t o bel 1eve t hat th i s 1s the ear l ies t date of origin. It a l so 

causes one t o wonder ,n which country the phrase a rose, Canada o r t he 

Uni ted States . A second exampl e f rom the l ist 1s two- spot, meaning 

11a t wo do l la r b i ll ". The da t es for this are, files· 1905 , DA: 1904, 

DAS: no date given in the li s t ing. In th i s case, the f i les ' entry onl y 

post-dates the AE one by one year. I t i s therefore li kely, that the 

word could have occu r red simu l taneously 1n Canada and the Un i ted States ; 

o r 1t 1s J ust as li kely that the p l ace of o rigin, that 1s, Canada or the 

Un ited States , 1s not known and it could be from e i ther. When dea l ing 

wi th items wh ich could be c lass 1f1ed under this category 1t is 

d1ff 1cu l t t o es t abl 1sh a t ime per iod that 1s cr itical for determin i ng 

where a word originated . Whether the time d 1fferent1al should be s,x 

months, one year, or two years , 1t is hard to imagine setting an 

arb i trary t ime 11m1t on language movement, and therefore next to 

1mposs 1bl e to say, 1n some instances, whether a word first appeared here 

or there. 



List {5) contains miscel l aneous file Items and is a list of 

"poss ibl e-Canadian i sms" . say "posslb le11 because the only da te listed 

anywhere for these words ls the date found ln the fi les. This l s 

because their dictionary l1st 1ng contains no date, Just a def1 nit1 on 

and usage category (hobo, rai l road, youth , etc. ) and possibly a n 

etymology . 

List (6) gives us answer back. defined as 11t o sass , t o speak 
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f l 1ppant l y 1n reply to someone" . This phrase exists In the fi Jes as 

found in the year 1902 , however, 1t doesn't exist anywhere else 1n the 

works consulted. This situation l eads to one of two cunc lus1ons · it 1s 

CE slang, and by coincidence does not appea r i n any dictionary of slang; 

or ,t 1s an item from some other l eve l of language, o r 1t Is a nonce 

word wh ich has not the appea l to become popular. The quest ion ar ises 

t hat i f 1t 1s a nonce word, should i t rightly be called slang, o r 1s 1t 

to be dismissed as someone ' s idi osyncratic expression? The so lution 

appears to be, 1f it fa ll s withi n the bounds set by the def1n1t1on of 

s l ang, then It should be treated as such, and because of t he usua l 

ephemera l nature of slang , an id 1odyncrat ic expression need not be said 

to last any less time than a slang word wh ich has become popular . 

From 11 st (7) , we find beachcomber, defined as "a \.,,h lte man li ving 

with an Eskimo woman11
• It i s found 1 i sted In SUE and is sa id to be used 

primarily in the Canadian Arct ic; its date of or ig in ls 1913, and by 

1960, 1t 1s becom ing obso lete. Anothe r example 1s black as Toby ' s arse, 

meaning 11pitch-bl ack , and usua lly said of the darkness of a night", and 

thi s expression a rises c1910. ~Jhile these words and expressions may 

seem perfectly proper and natural for some people, it i s by my own 

Judgement that they are c l as s ified as taboo. was somewhat guided tn 

my dec i sion by a book by E. Sagar1n which deals wi th how taboo words 



are formed, their relations with standard or col loquial speech, and 
11 

their meanings, and a lso by a dictionary deal 1ng with terms relevant 
12 
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to the young generation of our society. E. Partridge writes 1n an entry 

of a taboo word, "In C 20, to be classified as (farnll 1ar) S.E. even 

though the expression 1s completely ignored by the standard d1ct1onar 1es. 

One of the most remarkable lacunae of lexicography is exhibited by the 

failure of the accred ited d1ct 1onar1es to include such terms. One 

readily admits that the reason for these admiss ions is excellent and 

that a very difficult problem has thereby been posed. The result , s 

that students of Standard Engl 1sh (British and American) are obl iged to 

seek the def1nit1ons of Standard words either in dict1onar1es of slang 

• •• or in encyclopedias and spec1al1st g lossaries of sex--where, probably 
13 

they won't find many of the words they seek." This list of t a boo items 

was included after much wrang ling over mora l s and academic eth ics , and 

the I 1ke, with a final decision tn favour of their presence, with 

academic eth ics in mind. Since this thesis 1s being prepared for 

academ ic c1rculat1on and not for general consumption, the \vords were 

entered; 1f, however, 1t were the other way around, the taboo list would 

probably be deleted or at least, edited. 

3.0 Is there a Canadian English slang? Yes, of 4306 lexical entries 

examined, 2540 (59%) of them proved to be exclus ively Canad ian 1n use. 

This leaves 41 percent of Canadian English slang of American use or 

or191n. British English, compris ing for this thesis, British, 

Aust ral ,an and New Zealand Engl 1sh, played an insign1f 1cant role, as 

compared with that of Amer ican English, 1n the build-up of Canadian 

Eng l ish slang, and Br1t1sh Engl ,sh is therefore included 1n the totals 



of American Engl 1sh contr1but1ons. 

Of the 4306 items examined, 2128 (49%) a re of Canad ian or1g1n. 

This f igure and that of the 59 percent exclusively Canad ian in use, do 

much to rebu t the claims of 75-90 percent American English of Mencken, 

Partridge and Orkin. It also defies the claim by Partridge that "the 

remainder (20%) 1s rather more English than Canadian (1n origin)". 

These items also compose 84 percent of the previously mentioned 2540 

items , n exclusive Canadian use. This leaves 2178 items (51%) of the 

total slang examined (4306 items) as of American Engl 1sh origin, and 

only 16 percent of the items of exclusive Canadian use as of Ameri can 
14 

origin. 

1 5 

Should the type of Engl 1sh spoken 1n North America be referred to 

as 11North American Engl ish11
; or should there be further attempts made to 

prove the ex i stence of at least two types of English spoken 1n North 

America, namely, "Canadian Engl1sh11 and "Amer ican Eng li sh"? It is a 

well known fact that American English exists as an entity apart from 

British English, for example, but 1s there enough evidence to prove the 

ex i stence of Canadian English as an entity apart f r om American Engl 1sh? 

If the results of this thesis had borne out the claims made by 

Partridge and Mencken, then there wou ld have been 1 ittle in the way of 

l ex1cograph1c evidence that could have been presented to prove a case 

for the existence of Canad ian English. It 1s a fact, however, that 

almost ha l f the items examined for t he thesis proved to be Canadian 1n 

or 191n or use. This result, even when viewed as a m1croco. sm of the 

whol e of Canadian Engl 1sh slang, 1s si gn 1f1cant 1n the attempt to 

prove the exis t ence of the slang. It also shows that about every other 

slang word uttered by a Canadian is of Canad ian English origin (on an 



average, of course). It also shows that Canada 1s not a l 1ngu1st1c 

satellite of the United States, but 1s a country which 1s productive 

of its own l anguage . 

16 

Canadian English as a separate entity frOM AMer tcan Engl ash has had 

to fight against encroaching Amer1 can 1sm. _C__anada 1s tied to the United 

States in many ways, for example, economically: the exchange rate of 

the dollar, natural resources treaties; socially: as shown by the 

standard of 11ving, styles of clothes, mu sic, television, and rad to; ---
pol 1t1cally· by Vietnam, N.A.T .O., and legal battles about 011 passage 

from northern Canada to the United States; and, logically enough, 

11ngu1st1ca l ly: as shown by the 41 percent of the total lexical items 

examined, and 53 percent of the files, which are American Engl ish 1n 

content. So, any attempt to divorce Canadian English from American 

English as separate ent 1t1es should be tempered by the recognition of 

the ties which Canada has with the United States, and these ties should 

be evaluated in any discussion of the Engl lsh as spoken an Nor th 

America. Should there be a 'North American English'? No, the evidence 

of this thesis supports a claim for at least two types of English as 

spoken tn North America, and further research to more clearly define the 

1soglosses between the two types of English should be carried out. 

Is Canadian Engl 1sh slang worthy of future in-depth research, as 

separate research from that for American English slang? Yes, because 

even wtth t he small corpus examined here, as compared with the whole of 

the Canadian Engl 1sh slang available for study, there has been sufficient 

enough, and significant enough , proof offered to make future an-depth 

research valuable as a means of further substant1at1ng the proof of a 
15 

Canad tan Engl 1sh slang. 
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For a more comp lete d 1scuss 1on of this topic, see Dictionary of 
AMer tcan Slang, Preface, pp. v1 - xv 

Speaking Canadian English , p. 3 

Ys'1ang Today and Yesterday, p. 292 
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5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

Ibid. 

~-. p . 293 

~ - , p. 294 

Speak ing Canadian Engl 1sh , p. 223 

~- . p. 224 

Wi th reference to the quote footnoted as 11411
, Partridge writes, 

11Al l ow1ng much f or h i s (Mencken ' s) very natural and proper pr ide 
1n Amer ica , we must still recognize the authoritativeness of his 
op 1n 1on. 11 

D1ct1onary of American Slang, Explanatory Notes, p . xvi , 

The Anatomy of Di r ty Words 

The Underground D1ct1onary 

01 c t1onary of Slang and Unconventional Engl 1sh (SUE), I I , 1025-26 

For a complete stat1st1cal evaluation of the results, please refer 
to the TABLES, pp. 22- 24 

As an added sou r ce of Canad 1an1sms, an 1nterest1ng book to which 
to refer 1s John Sand t lands ' Western Canadian Dictionary and 
Phrase Book, 11 the first dictionary ever pr inted 1n Canada", and ,t 
1s avai lab l e at the Prov 1nc1al Archives , V1ctor1a, B. C. (# NW 427 
S217 w.2) 

17 
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TABLE I 4.0 TABLES 

Total Number of Lexica l I terns Exam I ned 

4306~ 3342 Lexical I terns 1n the FI les 
I ~ 

964 Lex ical I terns in SUE 

Total Number of Items Per Lette r 

A 38 N 55 
B 446 0 52 
C 286 p 204 
D 189 Q 6 
E 24 R 165 
F 169 s 466 
G 257 T 140 
H 285 u 14 
I 25 V 12 
J 11 6 \.I 74 
K 68 X --
L 119 y 20 
M 104 z 8 

TABLE 11 

Total Number of Items rn each Lex ica l List (1 -7) 

List(l) 160 List(5) 11 5 
Lr s t(2) 964 Lrst(6) 997 
L1st(3) t 1 4 Ltst(7) 170 
Ltst(4) 20 



TABLE Ill 

Tota l Number of Lexical Items used 1n CE Slang 

2540----.' 59% Percentage of 4306 I tems 

I .. 576 
C: 964 

l exical Items 1n the Files 
lex I ca I Items from SUE 

Total Number of Lexical Items 1n the Files that are AE 

1766 

I · 41 % 
C::: s3z 

TABLE IV 

Percentage of 4306 Items 
Percentage of 3342 Items 

Total Number of Lexica l Items of CE Origin 

2128--~-~49% Percentage of 4306 Items 
4 84% Percent age of 2540 Items 

1-,1 016 Lexica l Items of Def 1nite CE Orrg 1n 

24% Percentage of 4306 Items 
40% Percentage of 2540 Items 

4111 2 Lexical Items of Probable CE Origin 

19 



TABLE V 

SUMHARY 

Tota 1 Number of Lex I ca I Items Examined 

4306 

Total Number of Lexical Items 1n the Files 

3342 

Total Number of Lexical Items of CE Slang 

2540i-----.)~59% Percentage of 4306 Items 

Total Numb~r of Lexical Items of AE Slang 

1766 C 41% 
53% 

Percentage of 4306 Items 
Percentage of 3342 Items 

Total Number of Lexical Items of CE Slang In the Files 

1576---;> 47% Percentage of 3342 Items 

Tota l Number of Lexical Items of CE Or ig in 

2128 c:49% 
84% 

Percentage of 4306 Items 
Percentage of 2540 Items 

20 
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5.0 What follows are the seven alphabetical 11sts which comprise the 

d1ct1onary. It was decided to use separate 11sts rather than one long 

alphabetized d1ct1onary , because too much impor t ant 1nformat 1on would 

have been lost. 

Preceding each I 1st 1s an explanation of its contents. These lists 

are also described earl ier, 10-14 . 
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LIST (1) 

LABELLED CANADIANISMS 

Thts 11st contains lexical ,terns l abe ll ed as 1 1Canadian11 in the 

Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional Engl 1sh (SUE), which also exist 

, n the f, 1 es. 

SAMPLE ENTRY: 

AS· 

LI ST 

B 

lex ica l item. Def1n1t 1on; file date, SUE date, any other dates 

buck. A dollar bill; the sum of $1 .oo; 1958, SUE late 
C 19-20, ex US, DAS c1850, coll., DA 1856 

bean ie. A peakless skull cap, used by un1vers1ty freshmen , 
and by school children, 1964, SUE c1946, DAS c1945 

belly up. To approach saneth,ng straight on; to move straight 
ahead, fig., to push one's be ll y toward or up to something; 
as 1n ' belly up to the bar, boys '= crowd up for a drink; 
1910, SUE C 20, DAS 1953 

biffy. A bathroom, toilet, outhouse; 1958 , SUE C 20, DAS nd, 
'not common ,n the US' 

big deal! A sarcastic remark, referring to anything or anyone 
un1nterest1ng or unimportant to the speaker, often used as 
a bel1ttl1ng exclamation to def late another's enthusiasm, 
as in reply to a suggest ion or an eager proposal, 1962, 
SUE 1945, DAS c1940/c1946 

bindle stiff. Any poor, hOMe less, jobless , unskilled tramp, 
beggar, or wanderer; 1961, SUE c1910, ex US, DAS c1900, 
DA 1925 

bitch. To complain; 1963, SUE c1 925, DAS 1941 

bl ind baggage. On a tra , n, ,t 1s a baggage car--at each end 
of the coach 1s a curtained-off part which is used for 
passing from one coach to anot her on a cor ri dor tra1n­
th1s 1s the Blind, the bl ind fac ing the back- end of the 
eng 1ne 1s unused, and so provides a sma l l space wh ich 
affords a good foothold and good protect ion from the wind; 



t ranps ' , C 20 

Bl uenose . A native or resident of Nova Scotia , a New 
Englander or Canad ian (DA def 1n1t1on), 1955 , SUE 
ct 840 , ang l1c 1zed as coll., ori g. 1830 (US), DA 1830 

bone up (on) . To study; esp. to study or revi ew a 
spec 1f1c subject 1ntens1 vely du ring a short period; 
1959 , SUE c1910 , ex US , DAS nd , DA 1948 

bone- ya rd. /\ttr1b ,, A cemetery , 1909 , SUE (n . ) late C 19-
20, DAS (n . ) c1870 , DA (n . ) 1862 

boomer . A mig ratory, 1t 1nerant or transient \/Orker , 1960 , 
SUE c1910, DAS nd, DA 1926 

booth 1l l Boot Hill. A graveyard, Miners' , 1949 , SUE C 20 , 
ex US , DA 1901 

brakey brak 1e . A railroad brakeman , esp. on a f re ight 
t rain, 1906 , SUE c1890, ex US , DAS cl 88 5 (hobo), DAS 
c1910 (RR) , DA 1887, coll. 

brass pounder . A te l eg rapher , 1960, SUE c1925, DAS c1925, 
obs . 

break , An opportunity , l uck, a stroke of fate, either 
good or bad ; 1955, SUE l ate 1920's , DAS c l 925 , coll. , 
DA 1911 

breed. A per son of mixed racial descent , esp. one of 
Indian and whi t e b lood, 1905 , SUE mid C 19- 20 , coll., 
DA 1892 

broad. A woman or girl, 1960 , SUE c1925, ex US, OAS 1932 

buck. A dollar b i l l; the sum of $1 . 00 , 1958 , SUE late 
C 19- 20, e~ US , OAS c1850 , co ll. , DA 1856 

buff . An enthus ias t; a fan, a devotee of some field of 
interes t ; 1959 , SUE c1940 , DAS 1930 

buffalo. To confuse another purposely , t o trick , deceive, 
1917 , SUE cl920 , ex US , coll . by 1945, OAS c1870 , DA 1903 

bug. A defect , a fla\1 , 1950 , SUE c1945, ex US , DA 1934 

bug. An automob 1le , esp. a sma l l one ; 1958 , SUE cl 919- 39, 
OAS cl 920 

bug. A sem 1-automat1c te l egraphic ~ey , operating from 
side to side instead of up and down , \Jh1ch sends 
' clashes ' automat ical l y , speeding message send ing , 
1960 , SUE c1 910 , DAS c1920 
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bughouse. Attrlb . , insane, crazy, eccentric, nuts, 1910, 
SUE early C 20, OAS 1894(1891), DA 1895 

bug JUiee . Liquor, esp. whiskey; 1884 , SUE C 20, also US, 
DAS c1875, DA 1869 

bu ll . A pol 1ceinan, a l aw enforcement off icer of any kind , 
as a uniformed policeman, detec ti ve, plain- clothes man, 
ra i lroad policeman, pr i son guard; 1961, SUE C 20 , ex US, 
DAS c1800, DA 1900 

bull sess ion. Any discussion, short or long, either serious 
or f or the purpose of passi ng id l e t ime; 1956, SUE 
c1919, OAS c19~0, DA 1939 

bunk. Baloney, exaggera t ion, I res; a term of disapprova l 
for anyth ing d 1sl 1ked or unwanted , 1913, SUE c1 920 , 
ex US, OAS 1927 , DA 1900 

bush . Attrib. , sma ll t ime, ama teur i sh; 1958, SUE late 
C 19- 20, DA 191 O, col 1. 

bushwa(h) . A po l 1te euphem i sm for ' bu ll - shit ', nonsense ; 
1955 , SUE c1 916, DAS c1920 , DA 1924 (see under ' bul l' , 
#6) 

bus t er . A name for anybody whose rea l name may or may not 
be known to t he speaker, usu . but not necessarily 
peJ orat 1ve; 1963, SUE c1920 , ex US , DAS nd 

C 

cabbage. Paper money; 1950, SUE C 20, cant; becom i ng (low) 
s l ang , c1950, OAS nd, co l l. 

cackle(- )berrles (/cackleberry) . An egg, usu. plura l ; 
1920, SUE late C 19- 20, ex US, DAS nd, obs. 

can. To fire a person from h i s Job; 1952, SUE 1910 
( In s.c.), DAS 1912, DA 1913 

Char ley Chapl in's Army Corps . The Canadian Casua l ty 
Assembly Centr e at Shorncl i ffe,- England ,-1 949, SUE 
1914-1 8, mili ta ry 

chicken- feed . Small change, 1934 , SUE C 20(1932), DAS 1836, 
DA 1836 

cli p Jo int. A nightclub or restaurant , where the prices 
are high and the patrons are f l eeced or gypped; 1950, 
SUE c 1930, ex US, DAS 1939 

coke. Any soft dri nk; soft dri nks in genera l ; 1961, SUE 
c1935, DAS nd 
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corny. Old-fashioned , hackneyed, sentimental, esp. 1n an 
outmoded way; 1945, SUE 1930 , DAS 1935, becoming obs., 
DA 1948 

cow. Milk, 1924, SUE late C 19-20, DAS c1900 

cows come home , til l the, An 1ndef 1n i te t ime; forever; 
1918, SUE mid C 19-20, ex US (1824), orig. Eng , (1610); 
co 11. 

crow- ba i t. A lean or bony horse, esp . 1f old , 1962, SUE 
c1895 (also South Ame r ican, among Engl lshmen there), 
DAS nd, Western, DA 1860, coll. 

cut out . To depar t , 1919, SUE 1957, ex US , DAS 1912 

D 

dead ri nger. An exact 11keness; the sp i tting image; 1958 , 
SUE C 20, DAS 1891 , DA 1909 

dim bulb. A very dull person; 1945, SUE c1918- 4o 

doodad (/do- dad) . A th1ngummy; something for .,.,hich one 
cannot remember the name, or for wh ich the name i s 
unimportant; 1958 , SUE c 1930, ex US, OAS nd, DA 1908, 
co 11. 

do-gooder. An i nveterate busybody, intent on reforming 
everybody ' s sou l but hi s own; 1959 , SUE c1 946 , col l ., 
DAS 1949 

drag . Influence; pul 1, an '1n ' with important and 
1nf l uent 1a l people, 1917, SUE c1910, DAS c1890, 
common c1920, obs., DA 1896 

drag . A tra in, esp. a heavy freight train, 1961, SUE 
- 1931 (RR), DAS ct 920 

dry run. An exper imental rehearsal; 1959, SUE c1925, 
co 11 • , DAS nd 

E 

eager beaver. One who pitches ri ght 1n, sometimes to the 
d i smay of l ess highly geared colleagues, and sometimes 
none too inte l ligently; 1958, SUE cl940, ex US, DAS 
c1940, DA 'beaver', 1850 

F 
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fink. An unpleasant, esp. 1f felt to be untrustworthy, 
person ; 1958, SUE c1965, ex US , DAS c1925, DA 1935/1948 

f lannel-mouth. A person who speaks 111 of other s, 1919, 
SUE= a well -spoken person, C 20, DA 1912 (first meaning) 

flop . A bed, a cheap night ' s lodg i ng; 1961, SUE -1931, ex US 
(RR), DAS 1949, DA 1916 

f l unk out. To fail 1n a task, esp. an exam 1nat1on; 1963, 
SUE 'flunk ' lat e C 19-20 , ex US, DA 1823 

fo rty-rod forty rod Forty Rod. A type of illicit whiskey, 
invariably of over- proof strength, so t hat 1t might be 
doctored by the retail vendors-- in most cases It was 
little other t han colour ed a lcohol , 1873, SUE c1885, 
DAS 1929 , DA 1863 (see also ' redeye') 

frosty Friday , a. A phrase i nd1cat1ng the l ow probability of 
someth i ng occurri ng ever again; perhaps never; 1963, 
SUE c1940 

fuzz, the. Po l icemen, 1963 , SUE c1956, DAS 1931 

G 

gandy-dancer . A section hand on the r ai lway ; a labourer 
who lays the ties for the rails; 1954, SUE 1908 (RR) , 
also US , ex US cant , DAS c1915 (RR , hobo, lumbermen) 

Gatt gat . A revo lver; 1919 , SUE -1 914, ex US, DAS cl910, 
becomi ng obs. 

gay cat . A tramp that hangs about for women; 1961, SUE C 20, 
DAS 1907, DA 1897 

get the lead out. To get moving; to work with more vigour, 
to stop be ing l azy, 1964, SUE c1940, DAS cW'~2 (1948) 

gimmick. Any device or plan or trick calcu lated to ensure 
success, 1958, SUE mid 1930's, DAS 1947, DA 1949 

gimpy. Att rib ., lame, (of a l eg) ; 1959, SUE c1930, ex US 

goo. Any sem1-liqu1d or viscous matter ; 1936 , SUE c1912, 
ex US, DAS c1900, DA 1911 

goof bal l(s). (Rare 1n s i ngu lar), drugs that , 1n pi ll 
or t ab let form and whether taken alone or In a dr ink, 
produce exh1larat1on, some are dangerous; barbituates 
or tranqu1l1zers wh ich , tn certatn 11qu 1ds, produce 
effects opposite to the normal result of t he drugs- ­
'the first step toward drug addict ion'; 1958, SUE c1 945 , 
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ex US , DAS nd {addicts ' ) 

goon suit . A fl ak apron, 1945 , SUE 1939-45 {RCN) 

greasy spoon . Attr1b., and n., any sma ll, dirty restaurant, 
ex the state of the cutlery, 1960, SUE n., -1931, 
DAS 1951 

H 

ham 1t up. To act a par t extravagantly; to wreck something 
by 1ll -adv1sed conduct; 1959, SUE c1930, ex US, DAS nd 

handout . A mea l handed out to the 1nd1gent, 1908, SUE late 
C 19 , ex US , OAS c1 880, DA 1882 

hangup. Frus tra t ion, de lay, prob lem; 1968, SUE c1956 

harness bull . A uniformed policeman; 1958 , SUE l 930 's, low, 
ex US, DAS c1915, DA 1903 

hassle . A fu ss, a disagreement, a row, a ruckus. 1957, SUE 
cl86o, ex us, DAS 1949 

hen fruit. Eggs; 1910, SUE C 20, DAS c1850, DA 1854 

hep. In the know, having good taste; 1958, SUE c1925 , SUE = 
' shrewd' , late C 19-20, rural dial. , a l so US, DAS c1915, 
becoming common c1935 , replaced by ' hip ', c1945, DA 1908 

hi gh-tail 1t. To leave speedily; 1944, SUE C 20, by 1950 , 
coll., DAS nd , DA 1927 

hit the hay, To go to bed; 1942, SUE c1900, ex US, DAS 
c1910, DA 1924 

hit the ties. To ' tramp the ties' or walk along the 
railway track; 1955 , SUE c1905, ex US, sanewhat obs . 
by 1959, DAS 1907, DA 1907 

hoghead. A locomotive eng ineer, 1955, SUE -1931 (RR), ex 
US, DAS c1910, orig. Western RR , hobo 

honey bucket. A lat r ine receptacle for excreta; 1931, 
SUE 1914 mil 1tary 

honey wagon . A ni ght-cart (onl y in ou tback towns); 1n the 
Canad ian Army, 1914-18 1 the corresponding truck ~,as 
called the 'honey- cart ' , 1959, SUE C 20 , DAS= farm 
use, c1 915 , DAS~ Army use, WW 2 

hood . A gangster, hood l um ; 1950, SUE - 1949, ex US, DAS 1930 
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hook, off the, Out of a d1ff1cult or embarrassing s1tuat1on, 
1955, SUE c1945, DAS 1950 

horse- and -buggy. Attr1b., old - fashioned, antiquated, 1963, 
SUE c1925, coll., ex US(7) ; by 1955, S. E. 

horse around, To play practical Jokes, 1959, SUE 1 hors1ng 
around', 1939, Servicemen, DAS 1 horse 1

, 1954 

Husky husky. An Esktno or his language ; esp. an Eskimo dog; 
1 962, SUE 1864, co 11 , t 1 11 C 20, then S. E. 

hustler . A prostitute, 1950, SUE c1925, ex US, DAS 1952 

J 

Jack up. To reprimand for slackness, 1903, SUE c1920, 
DAS c1 895 , coll., obs,, DA 1896 

Jag, (A bout of) 1ntox1cat1on, 1897 , SUE late C 19, 
orig. C 17- 20 (Eng. dial. , obs ,), becoming Eng. and 
US slang 1n late C 19-20, DAS 1893, col 1. 

Jane. A wcrr,an, a gi rl, 1927, SUE c1918, ex US, ex Aust .(7), 
OAS c1915 (sometimes capitalized) 

Java (/Java). Coffee; 1955 , SUE C 20, DAS c1850, coll. , 
DA 1947, col 1. 

Jawbone Jaw-bone. Credit, 1866, SUE c1860, becoming 
mil 1ta ry c1880, DAS nd, DA 1900 

Joe- Job, An unpleasa nt Job; 1955, SUE c1940, soldiers' 

L 

L1 mey. An Eng l 1shman; esp. a Canad ian name for a Br1t1sh 
seaman. 1945, SUE c1925, DAS 1938, DA 1940 

loco. Attr1b. , insane, crazy; 1936, SUE c1930, ex US, 
DAS 1887, DA 1887 

long- hand l ed underwear. Men ' s extra- warm winter woollen 
underclothes, with long legs and sleeves, 1959, SUE 
c1950, DAS ' l ong-handle underwear•, 1945 

lush. A drunkard, 1950, SUE (Eng. date c1890, low, obs,), 
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M 

or SUE nd, 1 st1ll common 1n Canada and m-1es something 
of i ts currency to the wide spread use of the term 
1n c 20 us•, DAS c1920 

make (1t). To cope with anything, 1961, SUE ct942, ex US, 
DA 1912/1949 

mazuma. Money, 1953 , SUE -1914, ex US, ex Yiddish , DAS 
c1915, DA 1907 

mickey. A pint (13 ounces) of liquor; also US; 1950, 
SUE c1920 

miffed. Offended , annoyed, 1910, SUE late C 19- 20, DAS 
C 1935, CO 11 • 

moose milk. Any of various home brews concocted in the 
Yukon, one cons1st1ng of condensed milk laced liberal ly 
with rum; 1963, SUE c1920 

muskie, A mask1nonge or muskel lunge (a large p1ke--a type 
of fish); 1947, SUE mid C 19-20, DA 1894 

N 

natch! natch. Of course!, natural l y!; 1959 , SUE c1 945, 
ex US, OAS cl940, obs . 

no dice , The deal's off; because of adverse conditions, 
what had been planned 1s no longer possi ble to 
accompl 1sh; 1958, SUE cl 940, OAS 1952 

0 

one(-) horse. lns 1gnlf 1cant , very small, tri v ta l; 1898 
(1960), SUE c1885, 1n the 'Colonies ', or ig, (1854) 
US, coll . , OAS c1850, DA 1853 

p 

pard, A partner, a chum, ex 1 pardner 1
; 1878, SUE cl 885, 

1n the 'Colonies• or ig. (-1 872) US, co l l . , DAS cl850, 
co 1 1 • , DA 1850 

pass 1n (one's) checks. To die; 1878 , SUE ct 890, orig , 
(-1872) US , DAS cl870, DA 1 hand 1n (one's checks) ' 
1857 

pass the buck . To evade respons 1bil1ty, usual ly by pass ing 
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the Job on t o someone else , but of t en by simply 
1gnor 1ng 1t; to evade a d1ff1cult question in an 
argument, 1919, SUE nd, ex US , DAS c1910, coll., 
DA 1912 

Peasoup pea- soup. A French- Canadian; 1930 , SUE late 
C 19- 20 , DAS nd, ' not common ' 

pt le, make (one's) . To make a for tune ; 1859, SUE c1 850, 
'mostly Colonial and US ', co ll., OA 1850 

pill. A ci ga rette; 1931, SUE C 20 , DAS c1 915-c1930, 
' never common ' 

pimp stick. A cigarette; 1927 , SUE C 20, l ow, DAS c1925 

pl ug , An 1nfe r1 or horse , 1903(1913) , SUE nd , 1 Colon1a l 1
, 

s lang becoming coll. c1920 , probably ex US (1 872) , 
DAS c1870 , DA 1860, coll. 

plug , An obnoxious , obJec t1onable fellow , 1926 , SUE 
late C 19-20, ex US 

pooch . A smal l or mong re l dog, any dog; 1944, SUE= 
small or mongre l dog, late C 19- 20, SUE= any dog, 
c1920, OAS a any dog , 1951, DA= both defs., 1927 

punk. Bread; 1942, SUE c1900, DAS c1880, DA 1891 

put (her, at) there! Shake hands !; 1912, SUE late 
C 19- 20, 1 Co 1 on I a 1 ' , co 11 • , DA 1 903 

R 

ral. A d isorderl y fell ow, a rowdy, 1954, SUE C 20, 
(Nf ld.) 

ratty. Wretched, miserab le, mean; 1909, SUE -1 885 , al so 
US, DAS 1952 

redeye. Whiskey; invariab l y of over- proof strength, so 
that 1t might be docto red by the retail vendors-­
i n mos t cases 1t was 1 i ttle other than coloured 
alcohol ; (see a l so ' forty rod '); 1889, SUE c1 885, 
(i n 1914-18, the Army app l ied 'redeye ' t o rum), 
DAS c1 820, DA 181 9 

r1bb1 ng. Then. corresponding t o t he v, 'r ib ' , meaning 
to make fun of , to pul l someone ' s leg; 1960 , SUE 
nd , but v., c1925, a lso Cockney 

rubby-dub rubby- dubby. A dr i nker of cheap spirit s or 
wane; or ig . and properl y, a drunkard that drinks 
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rubbing a lcohol , 1957, SUE c1920, low 

r ush the growler. To take a bucket or pat 1 (growler) to 
a beer pa rlour, have 1t filled with beer, and carry 
1t home, to buy a bucket of beer; 1905, SUE C 20, 
DAS 1914, DA 1888 

s 

screwball. An eccentr ic, a nut , also adJective ; 1942, 
SUE 1930's, ex US, DAS c193 5 

scrub. An 1nfer 1or bull or cow; 1962, SUE c1920, rural, 
DA 1823 

seat-of-t he- pants. Attr1b., Reference to a bush-pilot's 
1ns t1ncts, knowledge of the country over which he ,s 
flying, and lack of dependence on instruments for 
nav1gat1on; 1967, SUE 'seat-of - the- pants flier •, 
c1925, coll., mostly h1stor1cal after c1950, DAS 
'by the seat of (one's) pants ', nd 

seat-of-the- pants fl yer. A bush pilot, one who fl 1es as 
described ,n the preceding entry, 1967, SUE c1925, coll., 
mostly h i storical after c1950 

shebang. A thing, matter , business, esp. tn 'the whol e 
shebang'= everythi ng ; 1959, SUE C 20, ex US (-1 895) , 
1not unknown 1n the Br1t1sh Empire', DAS c1 870 , 
slang, now coll . , DA 1895 , coll. 

shoot off (one's) mouth. To tal k, esp. to talk boastfull y 
or Indi screetly; to tell all one knows; 1919, SUE 1925, 
ex US (1887) , DAS 1880, DA 1864 

shucks! Darn 1t!; 191 1, SUE c1910, ex US, DA 1847, coll. 

shy. Short, l ack ing, s hy of, 1959 , SUE late C 19-20, 
DA 1887, co 11 • 

s1de- k1ck s1dek1ck. A close companion, a mate; occ . an 
ass istant, on a Job, 1927 , SUE 1914, (al so Aust . ), 
ex US, OAS c1910, DA 1922 

sit-down. A meal, offered t o a tramp, to be eaten s1tt1ng 
down, as contrasted with a 'hand -out' ; 1927, SUE late 
C 19-20, ex US hoboes 1 col l . , OAS c1850, DA 1926 

S1wash. A mean and/or miserab l e seaman (nautical mean ing); 
a genera l te rm of derogation sa id to a d1sl1ked , 
wretched, miserable person, esp. a white man and not 
an Indian, 1921, SUE c184o, Nova Scotia and US , DAS 
c1930, DA 1902 
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Slackers. Hal 1fax, Nova Scotia, esp. the naval base located 
there, 1945, SUE 1939-45, RCN 

smacker. A dollar bill, the sum of $1 . 00, 1955, SUE c1925, 
ex US , OAS 1921, DA 1920 

smooch. To caress amorously, to kiss; 1958, SUE C 20, OAS 1937 

snootful. A consumption of 1 iquor, esp. 1n 'get/have a 
snootful '; 1959, SUE 'have a shootful ', c1940, ex US, 
OAS ' get/have a snootfu l ', c1920 

sod buster. An agri cultural (not a pastoral) farmer; a person 
from the Pra1r1es (Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba); 1958, 
SUE C 20, also US, DAS cl890, DA 1927 

squawk. A complai nt ; 1944, SUE c1935, ex US, DAS nd 

squawkbox squawk- box. An off ice 1ntercommunicatlon system ; 
an intercom; a t wo-way radio 1n a taxi; 1960, SUE c1945 

Squ1bbley. Esqu 1malt, Br i t ish Columbia, esp. the naval base 
there, 1945, SUE c1930 RCN 

stick-up. A hold-up robbery, 1955 , SUE cl941, coll., ex US, 
DAS 1929, DA 1945 

strapped. Pennil ess, broke, 1862 , SUE late C 19-20, a lso 
English, DAS c1860, coll., DA 1851 

T 

talk turkey. To talk bus iness, to talk sense; 1959, 
SUE c1890, coll . , ex US, DAS c1920, coll., DA 1830 

thirty 30. The end, conclusion, 1955, SUE c1910, DAS 1949, 
'we ll known', DA 1889 

t le one on. To get (very) drunk; 1963, SUE cl 935, ex US , 
DAS nd, 'very common ' 

t1nhorn gambler tin-horn gambler. A pet ty gambler; 1912, 
SUE c1912, ex US, DA 1885 

tough 1t out. To endure, to bear, face up to (esp. a 
difficulty, hardship), 1911 , SUE 'tough ', c1905, prob. 
ex US 'tough it'= to rough 1t, DA 1830 , coll. 

turn down. To reJect (an appl 1cat 1on); curt ly say no to 
(a request, suggestion, 1nv1tat1on), refuse to accept 
(a suitor for one's hand) , 1910, SUE cl 900, '1 n the 
Dom1n1ons 1

, ex US (c1890) , DA 1891 , or DA 1897 
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u 

under the wea ther, Unwe ll, 1936, SUE late C 19-20, coll, 

V 

vag. To charge someone under the Vagrancy Act, now 
h1stor1ca l, since abol 1t 1on of the Vagra ncy Act and 
the r esulting abol 1t1on of vagrancy charges, 1911 , 
SUE late C 19- 20, ex US, DAS nd, DA 1876, or DA 1891 

w 

well(-)hee led. Wealthy, 1910, SUE c1910, ex US, DAS 1951 , 
DA 1897 

whir l yb ird wh 1rly-b 1rd. A helicopter; 1958 , SUE c1950 , 
RCAF and comm, a1 r l1nes, DAS 1957 

wino. A drunkard on (cheap) wine; 1961, SUE c1 925, ex US, 
DAS c1 920 

y 

yard goose. (usu, pl .), a (train) yard sw itchman, 1949, 
SUE -1931, ex US , (RR), OAS nd (RR) 

z 

zombie. A consc ript 1n the Second Wor ld War, esp. a 
French-Canadian; 1953 , SUE 1939-45 

Zomb ie. A Canadian 'Horne Guard ' not a ll owed to serve outside 
North America , usu . a French-Canadian conscript; 1953, 
SUE c1940-45 
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LI ST ( I I) 

SUPPLEMENTAL LIST OF CANADIANISMS 
NOT FOUND IN THE C. E. FILES 

34 

This I 1st contains items found 1n the D1ct1onary of Slang and 

Unconventional Engl 1sh (SUE), which are not to be found ,n the files. 

Al l these words a re labelled as Canadian i n SUE, or a re labelled as 

Colon1a l --these are included 1f there 1s an accompanying US date , wh ich 

may 1nd1cate that they a re Canadian as well. 

SAMPLE ENTRY: 

AS . 

LIST 

A 

lexical item. Definition; SUE date 

bald-headed prairie. The great tree less and shrubless 
plains; c1880, co ll . 

A.K. Arse over kett l e , sa id of how someone falls; WWI 

act bored , superior, etc . To behave as if bored, superior, 
etc.; c1920, orig. a solecism, but by 1955, coll. 

Adam and Eve on a raft. Two poached eggs on toast; C 20 

African harp , A banJo; ex US (c1925); 1930 1 s 

aft. Afternoon, as ,n ' th is aft ' ; c1910 

after you, my dea r Al phonse--no , after you, Gaston . A 
meaningless cp, or ig. ' after you, Claude--no, after 
you, Cecil; 1940 1 s obs. by 1959 

a ll do l led up I 1ke a barber ' s cat. Dressed resplendentl y; 
C 20 

all the traffic wil l bear, (that's). A cp rel at i ng to 
fares fo r public transportation being raised; ex US, 
c1948 

all wet. Attr,b., very fool i sh, very stupid , dull, in 



error; also Aust. and Eng .; c1920 

a ll 1gator. A fan of 1 sw1ng 1 musi c , popular in the late 
1930's and 1940 ' s ; 1946, obs . by 1959 

Ameche. A telephone, 1946, obs. by 1959 

amp. An amputee; medi ca l and hospital use, c 1946 

app le- pol ishing. Toady1ng, --befo re g 1v1ng an apple to 
his teacher, a pup1l --sometimes ostentat1ous ly- ­
pol1shes 1t; C 20 

arena rat . A fan or an idler who spends much t ime a t a 
hockey arena; sporti ng ; 1957 

B 

backhouse. An outdoor toilet, an outhouse; nd 

backhouse flush . A very poor poker hand,--one that is fit 
on l y for the backhouse (outdoor toilet); poker players'; 
c1955 

bag of bones. An a irplane used by a bush p i lot; c1942 

ba ld- headed pra1r1 e . The great treeless and shrubless plains 
which s tretch across Alberta , Saskatchewan, and Han ttoba ; 
c1 88o , coll. 

ba ll, have a. To have a thoroughly good time; ex US; c1935 

bal l of fire. A nota bl y energetic and effectual person 
(usu. mal e), often this c p ts used sarcastica l ly and 
tn the negat ive, as 1n ' he ' s no ball of fire'; ex US 
c l 930 

bang water. Gasoline; c1920 

barber-shop ha rmony. A der 1s 1ve cp said of male qua r tettes 
( 7 ) , 1909, coll. by 1962 , S.E . 

barn-stormer , A person who d id acroba ti cs, w1ng-walk1ng, e tc. 
on a irplanes whi l e ln the air; also any pilot who put on 
a show for the small-town people of the country; c 1919- 22 

bawl out . To r epr imand ; ex US, c1910 , col l. 

Bays . Shares in the Hudson's Bay Company ; Stock Exchange 
use; -1 895 , coll . 

be a good g irl and have a good ti~e. A cp addressed to 
someone l eaving for a party, usu. followed up with 
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' Well , make up your m1nd! 1
, c1930 

beat, the. The musical rhythms of J azz; ex US, c1950, coll. 

beat rt!, put an 
elaboration 
away ('17). 
1 beat It' = 
1 950 IS 

egg 1n your hat and. Supposedly an 
of 'beat 1t 1 = (of cr1m1nals) to run 
More probably 1t 1s an elaboration of 
go away, don't bother me anymore; late 

beautifu l but dumb. A cp and an op1n1on satd of ' dizzy 
~tondes 1

, many of whcm are beaut i ful and far from 
dumb; ex US, c1943 

bed springs , A guitar , ex US (c1925); late 1930's 

beef. A complaint, ea rl y C 20 

beef to the heels, A derisive cp describing a girl 1 5 thick 
ankles , which run from calf to heel in ' one sad, straight 
1 1 ne 1 

, c 191 0 

behind the eight-ball. In an extreme ly diff icult position, 
at a g rave d i sadvantage, ex US; c1945 

bel ly up to the bar, boys! The drinks are on the house; C 20, 
see also ' be lly up ' 

bi g cheese, the, The boss, one ' s employer, C 20, by 1959, 
becom ing obs . 

b19 front , (A fe ll ow with) new or good clothes, carnivals'; 
c1910 

big noise , the . The boss; -1 910 

Brg O, the, The Canad ian cruiser, H.M.C.S, Ontario, scrapped 
1n 1959; nava l; c1939 

bindle. A blanket ro ll, one's belong ings wrapped In a 
blanket and carried over one ' s shou l der as one t rave ls 
about; a swag; ex US, mainly hobo; c1890 

birthday suit. Naked, unclothed; 'in Canada, (this expression) 
has rema ined far mor e general than 1 in the altogether' ; 
C 20, orig. 1771, 1n England 

blabber-mouth bl abbermouth. A person who cannot keep a 
secret, one who talks too much; ex US; -1 944, col l, 

Black Troops. Dom 1n1ons Air Forces personne l--sel f - named; 
1 ron , c; 1940- 4 5 



bl 1tz- buggy, An automobile, 1946, obs, by 1959 

blow, To play any instrument, as 1n 'He blows nice 
piano , ', ex US (c1925), mus1c1ans 1

; late 1930's 

blow up blowing up. A scolding, a reprimand, 1820-21 

blunderbuss. A punning cp, mean ing a baby carriage, 
c1925(?) 

board's aga inst me, the. The ( RR) signal 1s 'no' , RR ; 
C 20, co 11. 

boarding- house reach, A cp used 1n referring to a particularly 
long reach 1n reaching for food at a table; Joe.; C 20, 
co 11 • 

Bohunk bohunk. A Pol 1sh or Slavic labourer; C 20, 1910 1n 
B. C • , DA 1 903 

bo il er-plate , News stories already set, on stereotyped plates, 
for fill 1ng up pages of a newspaper; printers', C 20 

bo1ng! This 1m1tat1on of the noise made by a suddenly rel eased 
spring, became a Cdn . cp used on any occasion, no matter 
how 1nappropr1ate(?); c1955 

Boley Bol y. A Bol,ngbroke a1rcraft--a Cdn, version of the 
Blenhe im; RCAF; 1940-45 

bone- box. A person's mouth; 1946, obs. by 1959 

booby hatch, A lunatic asy lum; ex US, C 20 

book. An issue (of a magazine); printers ' and publ 1shers' ; 
c1 920, coll. 

boom or bust. A cp appl 1ed to western towns, mines, and other 
such enterprises as are subject to varying fortunes; 
late C 19-20 

boots to, put the. To Jump on a person with one's spiked boots; 
lumbermen's; C 20 

borax . Cheap furniture, salesmen's; c1920 

born tn a barn? , were you, A cp directed at someone who leaves 
t he doo r open, late C 19-20 

Bossy. A common Cdn. name for a cow, late C 19- 20 

bottle-arsed. An expression referring to pr 1nt1ng type so 
long used that the base 1s no longer a solid rectangle, 
and so the type wil l not stand in a gal l ey without being 
tied ; pr inters'; C 20 

37 



bow wave, A novice sai lor, RCN, c1920 

bra in, the, The boss; c1935 

brains , the. The boss , c1905- 40 

brass, top. The of ficers 1n the arMed forces, a var iant of 
' Brass'; ex US, 1939 

bread barge, A wooden keg fitted with brass bands a nd a 
circular wooden 11 d , 1n wh ich the mess ra ti on of bread 
was kept, RCN, c1900-25 

break 1t up! Disperse, or, get mov i ng and keep mov ing! , 
ex US; a Cdn , off1c1al cp (?} ; c1930 

bright eyes (/br ight-eyed} and bushy-tai l ed, Attr 1b,, a cp 
meaning alert and active , and ready fo r anything; c1955 

bri ng anythi ng wit h you?, (d id you) , A cp meaning, have you 
any narcotics with you 7 ; c1950- 60 

broomstick, A rifl e or shotgun; -1 909, obs, 

brown ie . A cake or other confection, ex US; C 20, coll. 

browni e . A bad mark on one's ach ievement record; RR; c1908 

brownie box . A super intendent's carr1age--so ca lled because 
tha t's where ' brownies ' (see above, 'brownie' c1908) 
are issued; RR, C 20 

buck private. An ordinary priva t e with no str ipes a t all; 
Army, WWI 

buff. A person who, protesting that he has been swindled, 
threatens to go to the po li ce; carniva l; C 20 

buffalo. A robe made of a buffalo hide; also US; 1856 (OED), 
DA 1922 

bugger . A person (usu. male) who is very energetic or ve ry 
skilful, as 1n 'he's a bugger to work' - he wor ks very 
hard, cl925 

buggy. A caboose , passenger or box car, RR ; also US; C 20 
(-1931) 

bugle , A person ' s nose; C 20 

bu ll - dogging. See 'stee r-decorating' ; c1910- 45 

bull f iddle . A bass v io l , C 20 

bull of the woods . The foreman, RR and lumbermen ' s; c1910 
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bull-peddler . See 1 bull, peddle the 1 

bu l l , peddle the . hence bull-pedd l er. To talk nonsense; 
and one who does this, c1 945 

bu ll , shoot the. To tal k nonsense, to talk idly; c1 919 

bull 1t through. To accompl 1sh someth1ng--esp. an outdoor 
task--by sheer strength rather than by skill and 
plann i ng; C 20, col l . 

bully. Attrib. , splendid, good, ex US, c1860 

bum steer, g ive (someone) a. To g ive bad advice , 1nformat 1on 
or d1 rect1ons; c1925 

bunch. To abandon (a Job, esp . ) , c1 910 

bunk 1n with. To share a b1vvy or a funk hole with another 
sold ie r ; Army , 1914 , col l. (See a l so 1dosh 1

) 

bunker- cat. A low-class f ireman, nautical, late C 19- 20 

bus- boy. One whose duty It 1s to c lear the tables 1n a 
restaurant ; ex US; c l 935 

bush( - )league. Att r 1b,, second- rate , amateurish; ex US, 
and mi nor baseba ll l eagues, c1930 

bushed , At tr1b. , suffer ing f r om mi ld or ser ious menta l 
derangement caused by long sol i t ude in t he bush (/forest, 
outback) ; late C 19- 20 , col l . 

Butch. A ni ckname given to boys by father proud of the i r 
own musc les and v i r i lity, and desirous of the same 
qual1t 1es 1n thei r offspring; ex US, ex S,E. ; c1920 

but ton (up) your I 1p! Stop talk ing (right now) ! say noth i ng 
(la t er) ! ex US; c1935 

Byng boys , t he. The Canad ian troops f1ght 1ng 1n WWI, from 
Lord Byng, who commanded them 1n 1917; m1l1tary; 
1917- 1918 

C 

C.P . R. st rawberries . Prunes; RR; c1 918-40 

Cadborosaurus (/Caddy) . A mythical(?) sea mons t er often 
reported near V1ctor1a, B.C., and named a fter Cadboro 
Bay, \1here , twas first reported; C 20 

cage . A caboose; RR; C 20 
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cagnas. Barracks, from the French Army via French Canadian; 
m 1 1 1 ta ry; WW I 

CaJun. A person of French Canadian descent 1 iv1ng 1n the 
south-eas tern US, esp. Lou1s1ana; nd, coll. 

can, the. An outdoor toilet with a can or other receptacle 
under the seat; now mainly mean i ng a bathroom, a to i let 
(usu. indoor}, C 20 

can(s}. Earphones used by techn1c1ans 1n radio and television, 
c1950 

can. Usu. 'be canned', (of a piece of equipment} to be 
taken out of service; RR; -1931 

canader. A Cdn. canoe, from the Oxford 1 -er'; - 1909 

Canady. A solecism meaning 1Canada 1 ; C 19-20 

canagger . A Cdn . canoe, from the Oxford 1-er'; 1880 1s, 
rare after 1940 

canary. A girl singer with an orchestra; also US; c1945 

C(/c)anpacs. Shares 1n the Canadian Pac1f1c Railway 
(C. P.R.), Stock Exchange, -1895, coll. 

Canuck occ . Canack K(a)nuck. A (French- ) Canadian; also 
US; 1855 

Canuck. A Cdn. horse or pony from the preced ing , ex US 
(1860), c1920, coll. 

car knock (/ca r toad, /car tank, /car whack(er). A (RR) 
car repa irman, RR; -1931 

careen. To career, to go wildly and rapidly, to travel out 
of control, esp. said of an automobi le; also US; c1935 

carney. A carnival show, hence, a man employed there; 
ex US; c1930 

carni guy. Any person connected with a carniva l (a t1cket­
taker, ride-operator, huckster, and the like), ex US; C 20 

carry the torch for (somebody, /a cause). To be enamoured 
of someone; to be devoted to a cause; ex US; c1945 

cat-skinner. A dri ver of a caterpillar tractor; lumbermen 1 s; 
c1930 

catch on the fly . To board a train while it 1s moving ; orig. 
hoboes'; C 20 
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Cats, the. The Canadian ~ux1 l 1ary Territor ial ~ervice, 
'most l y Cdn7', WW2 

cau l k off . To sleep, esp. 1f surrept1t1ous ly, a var iant of 
' cau l k'= the same meaning; nautica l , 'mostly Cdn.'; C 20 

caulk up . (Pronounced as 'cork') to stomp, with ones spiked 
boots, on a man, lumberman ' s , C 20 

cement. A solec i sm for concrete, as 1n 'cement sidewalks, 
cement piers ', also US; c1920(?) 

century. A $100 bil l; RR , ex US cant; -1 931 

chariot. A der1s1ve word meaning caboose, occ . a passenger 
car; RR , -1 931 

chaser. A man who thinks of himself as a lady's man , and 
who chases women to prove h i s v1r1 l tty; ex US; c1935, 
co 11 • 

chasing the red. (Of a RR flagman) goi ng back with a r ed 
flag or a red langer n to protect a train, RR; -1 931 

cheaters. £ye glasses; orig . underworld; C 20 

cheechako. A tenderfoot , a newcomer, ex Chinook J a rgon, 
1 - chee ' = new, ' chako ' • to come, Yukon and Northwes t 
use; la t e C 19-20, obs. by 1949 

chew (someone) out . To rep r 1mand someone severe y; C 20 

c h icken! A der 1s1ve cry hurled at one who shows s igns of 
cowardice, or even of commendable prudence; coward! 
teenagers', cl950 

chicken. Attr 1b. , petty, 1ns1gn 1f1can t, pett i ly cheating; 
c1910-40 

chicken. Attr1 b., cowardly, c191 0- 40(?) 

Chinese landi ng. (Of an aircraft) a landing made with one 
wing lower than 1t should be; a pun on ' Wun Wi ng Low ' , 
a description couched 1n Chinese- style words; airmen's; 
c1 940 

chip on (one's) shoulder, have a. To bea r a grudge aga i nst 
everyone, to appear cocky; ex US; c1890, coll. 

chippy. A sem1 - profess1onal prost i tute ; ex US, also Aust .; 
c1 942 

chippy. Att r 1b. 1 cheap; -1949 
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chips, cash (/throw in) (one ' s). To die , ex US , c 1880 

choppers, (China), False teeth; -1 949 

Chr1st1an pon(e)y. A handcart man, esp. 1n the East 
(of Canada); c1860- 1905 

Chr i stmas tree. A complex ar rangement of pipes and valves 
at the head of an 0 11 wel l to control the flow of 
011; 01lmen 1 s, c1950 

Chuck, Charles ; also US, m1d- C 19- 20 

chuck- wag(g)on . The cowboys' cook-wagon ; Cdn , western 
Pra1r1es use; c1910 

chucklehead. A stupid fellow, Nfld . use , ex US; cl 920 

cigar box . A viol 1n; ex US (c1925), late 1930's 

cinder cruncher , A RR switchman, RR; -1 931 

Clear Grit. A member of the Liberal Party of Canada; 
1884-87 

club-winder. A RR switchman, brakeman; RR , ex a club used 
to 1 w1nd 1 the brake; -1 931 (c t 880- 1910) 

clunk. An 111-bred or ill-mannered person, late 1950 1 s 

clunky . Attr1b., tll-bred or tll-mannered; la te 1950's 

coal, pour on t he. To increa se speed, a Cdn. variant of 
'put the coals on '; adopted by all veh ic le drivers; 
c1950 

Coast, the. Br 1t1 sh Columbia , and its coast; C 20, coll., 
(except, naturall y, 1n t he Eastern maritime provinces) 

cocky. A term of endearment, ' except among Canad ians and 
Cockneys'; c1680 (Br1t1sh date), col l. 

cod-hauler, A sh ip or a per son from Newfoundl and ; naut ical, 
m1d-C 19-20 

cod-whanger Cod Whanger, A man engaged 1n f i sh-curing in 
Nfld,; nautical , late C 19-20 

cold turkey, Door to door se lli ng ; travelling sa l esmen ' s; 
cl930 

column of lumps, A Cdn , vari ant of 'co l umn of muck- up 
(euph , for fuck- up)= column of route (reference to a 
type of ma rching?); Army; 1915 
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come, To become, esp . 1n 11 1 don't know what w111 come of 
h1m 1 = I don't know what will happen to him, non­
cultured use; late C 19-20, coll. 

come- to- Jesus collar. A fu ll-dress collar (because 1t was 
affected by r ev ival 1st preachers), C 20 

con, the. Conf1dence- tr1ckery, as 1n 'I ain't a shark 
trying to throw the con i nto you fellows '= I am no 
swindler trying to trick or cheat you people, C 20 

cool . (Of Jazz) attr1b., good and modern; ex US; c1935-40 

cool. (Of a singer) attrib., slow and husky-voiced, 
ex US; c1938- 43 

cool. Attr1b. , very pleasing, attractive, satisfactory; 
teenagers', ex US, c1955 

copaset1c. Att r1 b., all safe , all c l ear, excellent, most 
attractive ; a Cdn. var iant of AE 1copessett1c ' 
(/copacet1c, /copeset1c , /kopaset 1c, /kopeset1c, 
/kopasetee, /kopesetee) (US 1926); cl 925 

cornfield meet. A head-on meet ing of two trains trying 
to use the same ma in 11 ne; RR , -1931 

corral. To get hold of , acquire, esp, mid-west Canada; 
c1 920 

cosy! A catch-word mean i ng , that's very pleasant , that 
promises some very pleasant opportunities, c1950 

could eat a hor se , if you took h is shoes off , (one) . 
mean ing one 1s very hungry, a variant of ' could 
hind l eg off a donkey', C 20, coll, 

A cp 
eat the 

cou ldn't hit the inside of a barn. A cp directed at a bad 
marksman ; a pol 1te var iant of 'couldn't h i t a bul I 1n 
the arse with a scoop shove l', C 20 

Count No- Account, A facetious title for one who, lacking 
funds, cl a ims an ar1stocrat1c background; c1895-1914 

Cousin Jack. A Corn1sl'vnan , miners'; late C 19-20, coll. 

cow cage. ft RR car o r van for 11vestock; RR ; -1931 

Coxey's army. An i ll - prepared, or ill - equ1ped army; 
mi l 1tary, ex US, WWI 

crab the act . To frustrate (a plan , etc . ), by one ' s actions 
to cause someth ing to not happen as planned, a Cdn, 
var iant of 'cruel the p i tch', ex US theatre, c1930 
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crawfords. Steel 1U1 - shaped supports used as legs to hold up 
the end o f a mess table, RCN, c1910-25, coll, 

crazy, Attr 1b,, extraord1nar1 l y 1nterest 1ng, fasc1nat1ng; 1957 

creep. A girl not voted into a sorority; universities' , c1945-60 

creep. A ' square' , a person who does not follow the s tyles, 
morals , and the 11ke of modern society, a socia l outcast; 
1957 

crew-cut. A man's hair style, cut short and en brosse, popular 
among athletes and the would-be man l y types; ex US; c1951 

crib, A caboose; RR; -1 931 

cripple, A defective RR car, RR, -1 931 

Cr1q, Brandy; ex French-Cdn, , C 20 

c rowd, To be nea r , to verge on, as 1n 'he must be crowding 
for t y (years of age) ' = he must be 38 or 39 years o ld, 
c 1 9 3 5, co I I • 

crown ing him. Coupl 1ng a caboose to a train already made up; 
RR, -1 931 

crud, An expression of contempt for another person, as In 
' what a s ill y 11ttle crud he 1s 1

; ex Cdn, and US dial.; 
also Aust . , c1930 

cru i ser . A t axi that cruises the streets 1n search of fares , 
c1935, coll., S.E. by 1960 

crumb-hunting, House work; 1946, obs, by 1959 

crummy, A caboose , RR; -1931 

crust. Insolence; c1910 

cry (/say) Uncle, To admit defeat, to cry for mercy; c1925 

cufuffle. A row, brawl, disturbance; c1930 

cuke. A cucumber , grocers', c1 910 

Cur l y Navy, the , The RCN, during wartime; naval--var1ant of 
' wavy-navy'; c1939 

cut! Stop!, desist 1n whatever one 1s doing; orig. cinematic 
slang, c194S 

cut out . To detach (an animal) from the herd , late C 19-20 
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D 

danc ing on the carpet. Summoned to the superintendent's 
office for 1nvest1gat1on or reprimand, RR, - 1931 

dark as the 1ns1de of a cow (tail down and eyes shut). 
(Of a night) pitch-black, C 20 

dayl 1ght 1n the swamp! It's time to get out of bed, C 20 

dazzle dust. Face powder (cosmetic); 1946, obs, by 1959 

deadhead . A RR brakeman, RR , -1 931 

dead- head. A locomotive that, not under power, 1s being 
hauled back to the yards 1n another train, RR; C 20 

dead-head. RR personne l r1 d 1ng back to the yards without 
work ing; 1n use as both n. and v.; RR, c1910 

dead low. A very low barometer reading; c1910, coll. 

dead matter . Type that has been run and could now be 
d istributed, printers ' ; C 20, coll. 

dead matter . Anything that, used or f1nrshed, can be 
returned torts place, or discarded; c1920, coll. 

decorate. To ride on top of a f reight car; RR, - 1931 

decorate the mahogany. To put down, on the bar, money 
for dr inks , c1 905, but chief l y between c1890-1914, 
obs. by 1959 

d iamond-c racker. A RR fi reman; with a pun on black 
diamonds and coal, RR; -1931 

dig . To become aware of, to look at and enJoy something; 
ex US; c1938 

dig the drape. To buy a new dress; 1946, obs. by 1959 

Digby chicken. Smoked herring; 1880's 

Digby duck(s). Usu. pl., dried herring; Nova Scotia and 
nautical , late C 19-20 NB . , both this entry and the 
one 1mmed1ately preced ing are references to Digby, 
Nova Scotia. 

dingbat . A th1ngamaJ1g , c1920 

dish ,tout. To hand out punishment, i nformat ion or indeed, 
a nyth ing else, wrth ease and rapidity; c1926 
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di tched , be. To get in to trouble, to be abandoned; ex US, 
C 20 , cant 

dizzy blonde, A hi gh ly conspi cuous blonde, both 1n appearance 
and behav iour , ex US , c1935 

di 1nk1e . A facetious and pseudo-Juvenil e and pidgin word for 
1dr1 nk 1

, c1920 

do a f ade, See ' fade, do a ' 

do-mo re , A sma ll raft, made of two logs , so called because a 
r1ve rman can do more on two logs than on one, lumbermen ' s; 
late C 19- 20 

do- re-m1, Money, f rom ' dough ' ; ex US, late 1930 ' s 

do te l l ! Rea ll y?, ' you don ' t mean 1t 1
, often Iron ic or 

sarcast ic, ex US (c1920), c1 950 

dodger, A leaf l et; pri nters ', Jou r na l 1sts ' ; C 20 

dog a long. To fare passably, tolerably , C 20 , co ll, 

dog-house , A ca boose , RR, -1 931 

dog - house. A bass v iol ; e>-. US (c1925), late 1930 ' s 

dogan. The predominant Cdn, form of ' dogun ', meaning a 
Roman Catholic; 1920 

dogun Dogun . A Roman Catholic; late C 19- 20 

do ll . An attract ive per son of e i ther sex ; ex US; c1935 

0om 1n1 on , the , Canada , C 20, coll. 

don ' t be f unny! A c p mean ing, ' don't be r1 d1 cul ous, I 1d 
never do such a thing ' , c1930 

don ' t tah.e any wooden nickels! A cp meaning, don ' t a l low 
yourse lf to be cheated, c1909 

doo f l 1cker. Any mechan ical tool, gadget o r instrument ; 
m1l 1t a ry, 1915 

dooh ickey, Any mecha nica l device a pe r son can ' t r emember 
t he name for, Services , esp. Navy , ex US; c1930 

dosh. A b1vvy, a temporary she l ter; m1l1ta ry; 1914 

dosh . A funk-ho le, any place of refuge, esp. a dugout; 
m1l1tary, 1915 

dot, on the , At exact l y the right ti me , or place; n lso 
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Eng., cl 920 

dough, Honey, ex US (-1851), c1870 

drag. A harrow, late C 19- 20, coll. 

d rag , A dance or ball, c1925-30 

drag. Anything bor ing or tedious, also a person who is a 
bore, c1950 

drag. A particular kind of dance, as 1n the number entitled 
' Dorn ' the Vars i t y Drag'; c1 930 

dragger . A f1sh1ng boat usi ng the otter trawl; nautical; 
C20,col1. 

d rool 1n with school In, A 'grind'= anything bor1ng or 
tedious, 1946, obs . by 1959 

drop dead! A cp meaning, ' go away!', sai d to someone not 
11ked, ex US, c1946, '1n general use ' 

drug-store cowboy. Any lout that loiters around a corner 
drug- store, talks tough, and gives the girls ' the eye', 
ex US; c1935, coll. 

drummer , A RR yard conductor, RR , -1 931 

duck bumps. See ' goose bumps ' 

dust of the Burma Road , Bread; RCN , 1942- 45 

Dutch, 1n. (of a person) tn trouble, under susp icion, 1n 
disfavour; cl 925 

dynam i ter . A RR car with a defective a1r-mechan1sm that 
inopportune l y appl 1es the brakes; RR , -1 931 

dyspepsy . Dyspepsia (1nd1gest1on) ; rura l, l ate C 19-20, coll. 

E 

eagle-eye. A locomotive eng inee r; RR; -1931 

easy. Attr1b., ea s i ly imposed upon; C 20, coll. 

easy as ta king candy from a kid, (as). Refer ring to some 
task very easy to do, very easy; also US, late C 19- 20, 
co 11 • 

eat (someone) out. To reprimand seveie)y ; c1930 

edge on (someone), have the. To have a slight advantage over 

47 



someone , ex US; C 20 , coll. 

egg-head. A scho lar , an erudite person , one interested 1n 
intellectual matters, ex US, c1953 

1 88, the . See '1vor1 es , the' 

engl,sh. The spin on a bal l, whether, as or,g. and usu., 
,n bil l iards , or in baseball; c1918 

even Stephen (/Steven). (of the d1v1s1on of something) 
d1v1ded evenly; sha re and share alike, also Aust., 
ex US; C 20 

ever. An 1ntens1f1er--a usage adopted by non-cultured 
Canadians, as 1n, 'did he ever t ie one on ', a l so the 
Cdn. teenagers' cp ' was 1t ever!', as ,n 'Was 1t a 
good dance? Was 1t ever!', c1940, coll. 

(E(/e-)xc1tement, the. The go ld rushes which took place 
before the Yukon strike of 1896, as 1n 11 He stayed on 
after the excitement', c1859, co ll . 

F 

fade , do a. To d isappear without paying one ' s rent; 
carnival, C 20 

faded, have got (someone). To have sOMeone at a disadvantage, 
esp. 1n rel at ion to the game of craps , and perhaps from 
1t, c1940 

fag hag . A gir l who smokes cigarettes; 1946, obs. by 1959 

fake. (Of mustc and mus1c1an) to 1mprov1se, to play by 
ear; now used by anybody and with the same meaning; 
c1920-36 

fancy pants, Any male , esp. a boy dressed i n his good clothes, 
or 1n new clothes, c1925 

Fa rmer's Bible, t he. A mail - order catalogue of the 'T. Eaton 
Co.'; c1918 

Fatso . A common nickname for any fat person, esp. a fat 
youth; ex US, c1945 

feaze . To harm, trouble, C 20 

fee l no pain. To be (very) drunk; c194S 

feel of. To feel , to touch, as 1n 'He fe lt of his teeth to 
ascertain whether any had been dis lodged ', ex US, 
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solec i sm , c 1945 

fil e on to . To grab, t o take, -1932 

f i ne as frog ' s hai r. Frne, whether of d1mens1on or physica l 
well - being ; c1910 

frreboy . A locomotive fireman, RR , - 1931 

first reader . A train conductor's train book, RR ; -1931 

f i sh . One who pl ays a ga~e where he has no chance of 
wrnn,ng , ex US cant, ca r nival , c1920 

f i sh, cl ean (/feed) the. To lead on, or ' sk in' the victim 
(of a f ixed game) , car niva l; c1920 

frsh-horn. A soprano saxophone; ex US (c1925) ; music ians '; 
late 1930 ' s 

fi t to be tied. Attr1b. 1 very angry and f rustrated; ex US ; 
c1908 

f i t to go foreign . Attrrb., ready for any and every 
undertak ing; RCN , c1940 

five by f ive (/Mr . Five by Five). A very short, fat man 
(f ive feet t a ll and f ive feet w1de--f 1gu rat1vely); 
cl 930 

f ix. To prepa re, plan, a r range, as 1n ' he ' s f 1x1ng to 
shoot me' ; ex US ; c1910 

f ix ( someone ' s) clock. To settle a dispute wrth someone, 
usu . by f ight ing , clock= face{?), c1940 

fl ag . To work under an assumed name; f rom ' sail under a 
false flag '; ex US; RR , -1 931 

fl ake (out ). To go to bed, or merely to take a nap; 
c1940 

f lanne ll er f l annell i ng. Agent 1a l and verbal nouns for 
' f lannel-mouth '; C 20 

flanne l-~outh. A well - spoken person , one who does not 
speak 111 of others; NB . The US meaning is directly 
opposite t he Cdn. one , rt 1s 'one who speaks 111 of 
others ' and dates from 1912 (DA); C 20 (See also 
'flannel-mouth' 1n LABE LL ED CANAD IAN ISMS FILE) 

fl 1p. To approve wild l y of something, to become del1 r 1ously 
e lated; ex US , orrg. ' flip (one's) wrg'; 1957 



fl 1p. To 11 teral ly, go mad, 1956-57 

f l I p. At tr I b. , f I I p pant; c 1 91 8 

float (one's) hat, To get soaked, to lose one's hat 1n 
the wa ter; lumbermen's, C 20 

floater. An employee always on the move, also known as 
a ' boomer', RR, -1931, but DA 1858 

fluff . A spoonerism or other vocal error on the radio, 
c1945 

flush. A fellow with plenty of money, esp. 1f he is a 
free spender; carnival , c1910 

fog. Steam, RR, -1 931 

fog-dog. The lower part of a rainbow; Nf ld., nautical; 
m1d-C 19-20 

frang1ne, Brother; ex French-Canadian; C 20 

Frankl 1n teeth. Pr0Ject1ng teeth--pr0Ject1ng, hence 
'a1r-cooled 1

, ex the Franklin automobile with an 
air-cooled engine, ex US , c1920, obs. by 1935 with 
the disappearance of the car 1n the Depression 

freeloader, One who crashes 1n on cocktail parties, 
luncheons, and other such affairs that are part of 
a publ 1c1ty campaign, or otherwise accessible; what 
he does 1s called 'freeload1ng 1 and the v. is 
'freeload' ; ex US; c1955 

fresh out of. To be short of some supplies , to have 
none; storekeepers' and general use; ex US; c1910, 
co 11 • 

fridge. A refrigerator; also Eng., Aust., and elsewhere, 
c1938 

fr1z(z). A female member of a show or ca r nival; ex their 
frizzed hair; carnival; c1920 

from there on 1n, From this, or that, point forward, as 
1n 1 1 'JI get the thing set up for you, and you can 
play 1t from t here on 1n.' = I' ll start 1t and you 
f1n 1sh 1t from there on 1n. 1 = I ' II start it and you 
f 1n 1sh 1t; 'perhaps mostly Cdn., bu t not unknown 
elsewhere' , c1925 

front. A large d1a~ond t1e-p1n or ring, usu. genu ine, worn 
by vaudev1l l 1ans to 1nd1cate prosperity , c1930 

front. To be the I eader of a band (of mus I c ians), esp. 1 n 
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the bi g-band era of the 30's , late 1920 ' s 

funn ies . /\ cO'Tl ic section (of a magaz ine or net,.,1spaper); 
c1 920 

fussy, not. Not pa r ti cu la r l y keen, as in ' I'm not fussy 
about gett ing all dressed up'; c1920 

G 

G. O. K. An abbrev ia ted euph . for 'fod on l y knows ', sa id 
for a doubtfu l d1agnos1s; Army doctors' , \.!W I 

gaff. The brake wl th \1h 1ch the man ( the operator of the 
gamb l 1ng whee l) stops the wheel i n a gambling game ; 
ca rn Iva 1 ; C 20 

gaff J0 1nt. A game of chance where there Is no chance of 
w1nnrng; carnival; C 20 

gaffer. The mdn who runs a gambl ing game or devrce, 
ca rn Iva 1 ; C 20 

gaffer . The brake which stops the whee l of the gambl Ing 
device at any desired number, carnival; C 20 

ga l lop ing Irons. Spurs, for r 1d1ng, Joe .; c 1930 

garden , A RR freight yard; 1ron1c , RR; - 1931 

gas boat, Any sma ll craft powered by gaso l ine; c1920 , 
co 11 • 

gas round, To chat idly with anyone available, C 20 

gasser, Someth Ing wonderfu 1, wery successfu I, o r 
exceptional, ex US; -1955 

gate . A RR switch; RR; -1931 

gee, look it! A ch i ldren ' s cp mean ing, a display of 
astonishment o r great interest ; ex US, cl950 

Gene ra l, the, The RR yard master; RR; -1931 

George. A common vocative to a Meg ro whose name Is 
unknown ; c1920, by 1960, becoming obs. 

Georqes man. A vesse l f1sh1ng on the Georges Bank (off 
the coast of Nfld.?), fishe ri es '; la te C 19-20 

(get a) load (on). (To becorie) tipsy; also /\ust. ; l ate 
C 19 

get a p ick on (someone). To quarrel with someone, to pick 
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on, or 111-temperedly mark out, C 20 

get your ears dropped! A cp meaning , have one's hair cut; 
c1955 

giant. Dynamite, because of the tremendous power a stick 
of 1t has; miners', esp, Cdn., C 20 

91lderoy , A proud person; as 1n '(as) proud as Gilderoy 
(/Gui lderoy) ' ; Nfld; C 20 

9 1mm1ck, A synonym of ' gaff ' (see above); ex US; carnival, 
c1920 

g,t-box. A gu itar, ex US (c1925); mus1c1ans 1; late 1930 1s 

give beans. To reprimand, sco ld someone; C 20 

give (someone) fits. To scold thoroughly; C 20 

give (someone) the brush-off, To d1sm1ss, to snub someone, 
ex US; c1925 

give (someone) the business. To tnfl ,ct punishment, either 
physical or mental, upon someone; ex US; c1945 

give (someone) the road, To avoid (meeting or seeing) 
someone; c1910 

give with the gas. To explain something in detail; 1946, 
obs. by 1959 

gl 1mmer. A sw i tchman's lantern; RR; -1 931 

glory. Death by accident, or, a string of empty RR cars; 
RR; -1 931 

glory be! A cp expressing astonishment, a euph. 
abbrev1at1on for 'glory be to God!', ex US; c1910 

glory be to Pete! A cp expressing mi ld astonishment; a 
euph.; Cdn. Pra1r1es 1 use; c1925 

gloss ies. Magazines printed on paper with a smooth, shiny 
f1n1sh, ex US; c1945, by 1950, coll, 

go, To digest, as 1n ' your poor pa, he couldn't even go 
pork an 1 on ions', late C 19-20 

go bush. To retire to the bushes 1n order to relieve 
oneself (to urinate), RR; - 1909 

go, man go! A Jazz cp mean ing, get with 1t, sw1ng;--
1gone1 1s what happens when you 'go, man go!'; ex US ; 
also Eng.; c1948 
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go to the top of the class' A cp said to one who has made 
a quick and accurate answer, a l so Eng., c1948 

goalie. A player who plays the pos1t1on of defend ing the 
goal; a goa l-keeper, hockey, c1910 

goat. A RR yard engine, from all the 'butting' (of RR cars) 
1t has to do, RR ; - 1931 

gob . An Ameri can sailor; 'adopted (by Eng.?) from 
Canadi ans (who go t 1t from the US?) 1 , 1940 

gob(-)st 1ck. A wooden spoon; ex US; m1d-C 19-20 (?) 

gob- stick. A clarinet, mus 1c1ans 1
, ex US (c1925); late 

1930 IS 

good goods! A cp said to one who has donned a new suit, 
and said with Jewish 1ntonat1on and an 1ndustr1ous 
feel 1ng of the qual 1ty of the cloth, c1950 

goose bumps . Goose p imples , a shiver running through 
the skin and t he accompanying bumpiness of the skin; 
'most l y Cdn. ' , C 20, JOc. 

grab l eather. (of a cowboy) to take hold of t he saddle 
hor n whi l e r iding a bucking horse 1n a competition, 
ex US, c1925 

grabber . A train conductor; RR, -1931 

graveyard watch. A period of work lasting from midnight 
to eight a .m.; RR, -1931, NB . Not necessar i ly RR use, 
more 1n general use now 

Grays (/Greys), the . The officers of the old Northwest 
Fur Company; so cal led because the colour of their 
uniforms was grey, as opposed to the sky- blue of the 
H. B.C. men; c1815-1900, coll. 

greasy spoon. A ra i lroad eat i ng-house, ex US, -1931 

green-back. A do ll ar bill, c1905 

g reen- back. A frog (?) used for re-ra1l1ng roll i ng stock; 
RR ; - 1931 

Grid (/grid), the. An ~~er1can- football field; short for 
' gr1d1ron'; ex US (c1915), c1925 

grub- stake. To provide a gold- prospector with food, and 
1f necessary , equipment , western Canada, and S.W. 
United States; DA 1863 (1849 in Cal1forn1a (7 ); c185t 
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grunt- horn . A tuba , ex US (c1925), mus1c1ans 1
; late 1930's, 

co 11 • 

gun. An 1nJector on a locomotive ,..,h1ch forces water from 
the tank to the boiler (on a steam engine), also US, 
RR, -1 931 

gunk. Chemical compounds, esp. those wh ich provide so l 1d 
fuel for space rockets--NB. , now has a muc h wide r 
app l ,cat ion; 1958 

H 

half a, a. A so leci sm for ' half a (pint, mile, hour, 
etc.)' ; C 20, by 1955 , uneducated coll. 

half-a rsed. (Of thi ngs) imperfect ; (of per sons) 1neffect1 ve, 
1ndecis 1ve, late C 19- 20 

hall elujah hel l-sniff le of a (something) . A cp said of 
something that 1s really awful , someth ing bad; -1 932 

halvers. An equal div1s1on of something, as 1n 'We'll go 
ha lvers on t he l oot--$100 for me and $100 for you. •; 
la te C 19- 20, col l. 

ham. A(n) (1nfer1or) telegraph operator ; RR, -1 931 

hand 11ke a foot, have a. To have a very bad hand of 
cards ; C 20 

hang (/tie) one on . To get (very) d runk; ex US ; c 1935 

harness . A passenger-train conductor's uniform; RR, -1 931 

Hat, the. Med 1c 1ne Hat, Al ber ta; c1920 

hawk. To pu ll (v, 1ntrans1t1ve); C 20 

head pin . The ch ief brakeman; RR; -1 931 

heap . An o l d ca r, esp. t f owned by you t hs; c1939 

heavy- handed . Attr1b., said of one who makes h i s drinks, 
and those of others, too strong (wi th too much liquor), 
c 1 9 5 5, co 1 I • 

he tfer( - )dust. Meaningless or informal ta l k, euph. for 
1 bull-sh1t 1

; ex US(?), c1930(?) 

Heine He1n1e Hiney. A soldiers• name for a German 
sold i er (later also adopted by US), ex German name 
'He1nr1ch'; WWI 
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hell - bend ing . Preaching, esp. 1f fervent; c1910 

hell-box. A gal l ey stove in a ship; nautical (most freq. 
used 1n Cdn. and US ships), late C 19-20 

hell of a note! , that's a . A serious s1tuat 1on, ex US ; 
c1950 

hep cat . An enthusiast for Jazz (or sw1ng)~us1 c, later 
replaced by ' hipster'; ex US ; c1925, obs . by 1950 

herder. A RR employee that, at a stat ion, couples and 
uncoup les roll 1ng- stock (RR cars), RR; -1 931 

Her e- Before-Christ Company, the. The Hudson 's Bay Company, 
f r om the company's 1n1t1a l s (H.B.C.) and its long 
presence 1n Canada; c1910, becoming obs . by 1960 

here's hair on your chest! A fa i rly common drinking toast ; 
c1920 

he 's a prince . A cp meaning, someone 1s a fine person; 
c1 930 

hickey. A long, hard ' suc t1 on '-type k is s that raises a 
welt or bl 1ster, hence, the welt or bl 1ster so caused; 
c1930(?) 

high. Attr1b., under the influence of a ba rb1 tuate or 
other exh1larat1ng drug , c1925 

high-ball. The railwayman 's signa l to proceed; RR ; c1910 

high-ball 1ng . (n. and attrib.) travell ing fast, succeeding; 
cl 925 

high-grad ing . The process of stealing, or dea li ng 1n, stolen, 
processed go ld ore, illegal t rading 1n gold from a mi ne; 
mi ners'; c1918 

h igh-line, the, A method of logging with high-boom 
transport; lumbermen's ; c1920 , by 1950, S. E, 

high spots, hit the, To do something superf1c 1ally ; c1925 

h1gh-ta1 l 1ng . The act of running away without looking 
behind , bolting away, C 20, coll. 

hip . Attr1b., equi pped with enough \~1sdom , philosophy and 
courage to be sel f -suff1c1ent and independent of 
soc iety, ab le to feel comfortable 1n any s 1tuat1on, 
ex US-an a lterat ion of ' hep ' ; nusic1ans, 1956, obs. by 
1961 
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hire ,t done. To hire someone to do something, as 1n 
'I never mow my own lawn. I hire , t done. ' , c 1930, 
co 11. 

h i tch. A term of enl , stment for armed forces personnel; 
Services ' ; ex US, c1935 

hog . A locomot,ve , RR ; ex US; - 1931 

hogger. A locomotive engineer; RR; ex US; - 1931 

hold ' er Newt! She ' s a - rar1n 1 ! A cp tha t 1s pseudo­
rural, with a twinge of contempt for the rust ics ; 
ex US , Prairie use, c1948 

ho l ding the nose bag , be. To be left 1n a r 1d1culous 
pos1t 1on after someone has stolen the proverbial 
horse, an elaborated vers ion of ' be left holding 
the bag • = to be 1n an embarrassing pos1t1on as a 
resul t of someone ' s unexpected conduct; c1 950 

ho l t . A spec ialty (7 ), - 1932 

honey. Anyth ing choice or excellent , as 1n 'i t's a honey ' 
= 1t 1 s nice , c1945 

honey cart . A cart, o r wagon used for the haul 1ng away of 
t he r efuse from ' honey buckets ' ; army ; WWI, see also 
'honey wagon ' 

hoofe r . A dance r; c1925 

hook up with. To Join forces with, to encounter someone; 
c1910 

hooked . Attr 1b., hopeless l y addicted to dr ugs; also US; 
c1925 

hooky . A name given a cow who 1s prone to using her horns 
for defence , ru ral; m1d-C 19- 20, coll . 

hoosh. Cor ned beef prepared as a hash with potatoes , RCN; 
c1 900- 25 

hooshgoo. A cook; --poss1b ly ex 'hoosh' = corned beef • • • 
etc ., or 'hoosh' = a thick soup with plenty of body 
(SUE 1905, Eng.) , C 20 

hop and hang a l l summer on the white spruce. A meaningless 
(?) cp ; lumbermen's , c1890 

hop the tw ig. (Of planes and f l iers) to crash fata l ly, 
RCAF, ' esp . Cdn . 1

, WW2 
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hopped up. Attrib. , under the influence of an exhilarating 
drug; ex US; c1935, cant, becoming slang by 1945 

horn. A saxophone, trumpet, cornet, ex US (c1925), 
mus1c1ans 1

; late 1930 1 s coll , 

horse. A practical Joke; probably ex S.E. 1 horse-play 1
; 

Un1vers1ty of Alberta use, c1930 

horse and horse. When shaking dice, 1n best two out of 
three, if the first two throws result 1n a tie, the 
players have 1 a horse ap1ece 1 or are said to be 
' horse and horse' ; perhaps ex 'neck and neck '= tied 
( 1n points, score); dice- players'; C 20 

horse on (one), have a. When rol 11ng the best of three 1n 
dice (two out of three), to be one down (In the score), 
dice-players ' ; c1925 

hospital bum. A young doctor who, having completed his 
medical tra1n1ng, can't persuade himself to leave the 
hospita l and enter genera l pract ice, medical use, 
late 1950 1 s 

hostile, Attrib., 1n1m1cal, esp. towa rds hoboes; tramps'; 
late C 19-20 

hot-box. An overheated axle- bearing on a railway car , RR; 
C 20 

hot rod. A very fast motor-car; ex US; motorists' , 1948 

how's about? A solecism for ' how about ' or 'how would you 
like to ••• •, as 1n, 'how's about a drink?'; ex US; 
c1953 

hummerskew. A Jocular solecism for 1 humoresaue 1 = a musical 
composition typically whimsical or fanciful 1n 

compos1t 1on; c1950 

hung up. Attr1b. , (fool1shly) involved or entangled; stalled 
or frustrated; c1956 

hungry rock. 
m1ners 1

, 

A rock with 11ttle or no mineral content; 
late C 19-20, coll. 

hurry- up wagon , A pol ice prisoner- van ; a 'bl ack Maria', 
c1945 

hustler. A pedlar of peanuts, soft drinks , hot dogs, and 
the like, at a fair, carnival; C 20 

hut. A caboose, cab of a locomotive , RR, -1931 
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(/(s)he) wouldn't know . A cp Meaning, 'don't ask me, 1 
couldn't be expected to know. ' , 1 I 'm ignorant of the 
whole affair, and intend to stay so. ', c1 94O 

ice -cream su i t, Men's summer c lothing, 11ght 1n \-Je1ght 1 

and cream or white 1n colour ; also US; C 20 (?) 

1d1ot ' s lanter n. A telev1s1on set; ' mostly Cdn . '; c1955 

1f you ' re go ing to buy, buy; 1f not , would you k i ndly 
t ake the baby's bottom off the counter! A cp said 
by butchers t o customers and v ice versa, c192O 

I 1 11 be a monkey ' s uncl e ! A cp express i ng as t on i shment; 
c1945 

11 11 buy that. A cp meaning , 'I'll agree to that (p lan, 
/dec1s1on, /explanation) ' ; c193O 

, n a gazel le, A cp mean ing, 'I'm feel 1ng good', 1946 , 
obs . by 1959 

inboa rd. A motor permanent ly installed 1ns 1de the hull of 
a boat, c1935 , col l. 

Ind ia n, he ' s a r egular . A cp appl 1ed to hab itua l d runka rds , 
esp . t o one t o whom 1t 1s i llegal t0 sell 1 iquor 
( 1t 1s ti l ega l to sell li quor to Indians coming from 
any of t he r eserves); c1925, a l so Sand 1land 1912 

Indian 11st, he ' s on the, See " Ind ian , he ' s a regular ' 
above (See a l so 1 s1wash') 

i n land navy (/water bor ne) . Terms applied by the Army to 
Br1 t1sh a nd Cdn. troops us ing Ducks and Buffaloes 
(amph t btous vehic les?) for fighting 1n the flooded 
areas between NiJmegen and Cleve (where7 ); 1944- 45 

inter rupter . A J oe. m1spronunc1at1on of ' interpreter'; 
C1v1 l Serv ice, c191O 

Ir ish harp . A long-hand led shovel; RR; c19O5 

iron sku ll. A bo i lermaker, RR; -1931 

1s al l. A shortened form of 'that 1s a l l ' , as 1n 'I'm 
t i red, 1s a ll' ; ex US, c1947, co ll. 

1t didn't fizz on me . A cp meaning , 'this affair (/action) 
had no effect on me', c1945 

it' s you r ba ll . A cp meaning, 'the init1at1ve l ies with 
you' , ' you get 1t (= the plan, affa i r) going, and then 
we 'll he l p you' , c1946 
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1vor1es, the. A piano, ex US (c1925); mus1c1ans'; late 
1930's, (see also 1 88, the') 

J 

Jack. A locomot1ve; RR; -1 931 

Jackeen, A rascally boy, Nfld,; late C 19-20, coll. 

J a 1l -ba 1t. A g i rl under the legal age, from the point of 
v iew of her as a sexua l partner--(prosecutlon and 
conviction of the offence of having sexual relations 
with an underage gi rl ~eans a pri son sentence) ; ex US; 
c1940 

Jake. Adverb , well, profitably, honestly, genuine l y; 
ex ' Jake ' = attr1b,, c1905 

Jake with the lever up. Excellent, extremely satisfactory 
or pleasant; an elaboration of 'Jake'= att rib.; c1920 

Jam-buster, An ass i stant ya rd~aster , --he disentangles the 
snarled-up rolling-stock 1n a sta t ion yard; RR; -1 93~ 

Jeep. A member of the Roya l Canadian Nava l Vo lunteer 
Reserve (the R.C.N.V.R.), c1938 

Jeep . A ut1l1ty Serv ice van or s~al 1 truck; --from 
I G. p. I = .ieneral .e.urpose vehicle; ex US, 1939 

Jet Job. An extremely fast rac1 ng car; 1948 

Jib show, A show featuring only girls, carnival; c1920 

J 19 1s up, the, A cp saying, ' the l ast 11ne of print has 
been set, and the form can be locked and put on the 
press '; printers'; C 20 

31nker . A (person/thing) bringing bad luck; f rom 1Ji nx 1 

(Jinks); Nfld.; c1920 

Jltte rbuggery . A style of dancing known as 'jitterbug '; 
teenagers'; c1952 

JO, A banJo, C 20 

Joe boy, One who 1s s i ng led out for doing the unpleasant 
Jobs ('Joe Jobs') nobody else wants; Army, c1940 

Joe Erk. A comb1nat1on of 'Joe ' (Cdn, abbrev1at1on of 
'Joe Soap'= an un1ntell 1gent fellow who 1s 'over­
w1ll 1ng 1 and therefore made a 1w1ll1ng- horse ' ) and 
'erk' (Eng.) and 1 J erk ' (US)= a dull -witted fellow, 
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an un1ntell ,gent fellow who 1s will 1ng to help 
anybody and who therefore 1s made the 'patsy• for 
anyone wanting to shirk a Job, RCAF, 1939 

J ohn. A pol iceman, perhaps from ' John Darm • (gendarme '); 
c1910 

Juggler. A RR employee that has to find and remove part 
of the contents of a freight car; RR; - 1931 

JUiee Joint. A stand where refresh~ents are sold, carniva l; 
C 20 

Jump-down. The last place one sees 1n the course of 
construction on the outskirts of civil 1zed 11fe; 
c1880-1910 

J ump on the binders. To apply the brakes in a car, 
Serv ices ' ; also US; 1939 

Jump- rope. (n. and v,) A sk1pp1ng rope; to use a skipping 
rope; ex US; c1 950 , coll. 

Jumper. A 11ght, horse-drawn buggy , from the buggy's 
Mot ion, a crude, horse-drawn sled, c1830 or 1840, 
but DA 1823 

Junior \-10Jf. A younger brother, a 'kid brother'; 1946, 
obs. by 1959 

Junk. Op ium; drug- addicts'; ex US; c1925 

K 

kebrock, A cap; ex French-Cdn,; m1l1tary; WWI 

keeley. A water- can for cool 1ng heated bearings; RR ; -1931 

keen. Attr1b., excel l ent, highl y desirable, as rn 'John 
got a new btke, ts rt ever keen'; ex US; teenagers' 
c1955 

keep tabs on (someone). To observe someone for a long 
time very closely, 1n order to see what he has been 
doing, or to see how he ' s gett ing on (=his physical 
we ll-be1ng), ex US, c1909, coll. 

kettle. A locomotive (steaM), RR; -1 931 

k icker. An aux 1l 1ary motor fitted into a sa1l1ng ship ; so 
called because of its action on the slow progress of 
the sh ip, nautical; c1890, coll. 

kicker. A triple valve that functions eccentrically; RR; -1931 
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ktll 1ng a snake? A cp sa1d to golfers taking many strokes 
1n a sand trap; JOC., c1930 

King. 0cc. means a yardmaster, but usu. a fre1ght-tra1n 
conductor; RR, -1931 

k1 ng-s1ze . Very large, ex Aust. , c1930, coll. by 1950 

King's ex! Time out, pax, t1nes, a call for a stoppage 1n 
play, a Cdn . va r . of Eng . 1 fa1n1ts 1 = a call for a truce, 
a statement of oppos1t 1on; schoolboys', c1918- 40 

k1ss1ng bug. A young man intent on k1ss1ng (as many g1rls 
as many times as possible); C 20, obs. by 1940 

k1ss1ng cousins. Cous ins suff1c1ently close or fam1l 1ar 
to allow mutual k1ss 1ng, hence, loosely , friends 
unrelated by either blood or marriage who are on a 
fam1l ,ar basts; late C 19- 20, coll., by 1940, S,E . 

klootch. An Indian woman of the Cdn. Pacif ic coast, an 
abbrev1at1on of the synonymous 'klootcrman' (a Chinook 
Jargon word), C 20 

knee-h igh to a grasshopper. (of a person) very small or 
very young, ex US (1824); late C 19-20, col l . 

knowledge box. The yardmaster ' s office, RR; - 1931 

knuckle down to (something) . To settle down to a task, 
esp . 1f arduous, tedious or disagreeab le, C 20, coll . 

L 

lam, on the . Attr1b., on the run (from Justice), wanted 
by the police for having committed a crime; ex US; 
c1935 

land! my . A mild oath, euph. for 'my Lord! ' ; ex Eng. 
dial.; also US, m,d- C 19- 20 

last drink, take (one ' s) . To die by drowning; lumberrnen's, 
late C 19- 20, coll. 

Lauras. Chocolates, made by 'Laura Secord Cand1es 1
; the 

name ' Laura Secord' 1s of a hero ine of the War of 
1812, commemorated by the candies; c1930 

l ay an egg. To put on a performa nce that fails to please 
the aud1ence,--th1s appl ,es to a single performer or 
to the show as a whole, also US; show business use; 
c1910 
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l ay into its coll a r. (Of a horse) to pull ha rd, to work 
to ,t s maximum effort, late C 19- 20, col 1. 

lead ,n (one's) arse. A cp meaning , laziness, torpor, as 
, n 'shake the lead out of your arse' or 'he ' s not 
sick, he's Just got lead 1n his arse 1

, labourers' use 
esp. ; cl 945 

l ead- p ipe ctnch . An absolute certa inty , frOfll the 
effectiveness of a lead ptpe as a weapon, c1945 

leather-head. A sw indler; c1870, obs. 

legal beagle. A lawyer more keen than average , wi th a 
sharp nose for errors and ornm1ss1ons ,n legal 
proceedings , ex US 'l ega l eagle ' c lawyer, mostly 
Journa li stic , c1950 

legi t JO&nt. A game of chance wher e the genuine p layer 
(not a sh ill) has a chance of w1nn1ng; a game of 
chance that ,snot ' fixed'; carniva l; C 20 

l emon. A ca r t hat has many defects , discovered one after 
another; motorists'; c1945 

'l ess l ess . An abbreviated form of ' unless '; also US; 
m1d-C 19-20, coll. 

l et down (one ' s) hair let(one ' s) hair down. To enjoy 
oneself thoroughly , to let oneself go, to be very 
f ri end ly or 1nt1mate, to be at one's ease; also 
Aust~ US , Eng., c1925 

let he r fizzle. To keep on all possible sai l tn a strong 
wind; nautical; also US; c1870 

l et her roll. A cp mean ing , 'let's have 1t ! 1
, ' on with 

the show' , 'l et's get the proceedings under way'; 
lumbermen 's; C 20 

letters. Certificates of merit received while one has 
been 1n the emp loy of the railroad; RR , - 1931 

l evel. To speak or act honestly and frankly, to tell 
someone the truth, as ,n 'level with me about t he 
acc ident , don 't worry about the consequences ' , ex US; 
C 19 50, CO] J • 

11 berty boat (/- bus). A boat t aking leave-personnel 
ashore, f r ee vehicular transportation for men on 
leave, ex US Navy and Army ; also Eng., 1940, JOC, , 
'not col l. - - much less slang' 

light stags . Shoes, esp. lumbermen's; a quote from SUE 
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'Loggers and raftsmen used to 'stag' their trousers, 
by cutting off a few inches from the bottom, so they 
came about half-way down the calves, clea r of the 
boot - tops', c1905 (=shoes), DA (=trousers) 1902 

l 1ghtn1ng slinger , A telegraph operator, a Cdn, va riant 
of 1 11ghtn 1ng Jerker (/squirter)', RR, c1910(?) 

l 1ke the ma n who fe l l out of the balloon (/lifeboat, 
/ ' plane) --he wasn't in 1t. A cp said to a man who is 
out of touch with current styles and trends; said to 
someone who Is 'not with 1t '; ex Eng. (c1890); 
'common throughout the Br it ish Dom1n1ons 1

; C 20 

l1me- Ju1cer. An Engl ,sh sa 1l 1ng- vessel ; ex US , c1860, obs. 

11ttle boy 1n the boat. A person ' s navel (with a pun on 
' naval 1

) , a Cdn . variant of 'litt le man 1n the boat•, 
c1908 

11tt l e green men . A cp meaning , mysterious beings a l leged 
to have been seen eMerg 1ng from (myth ica l ?) flying 
saucers ; 1957 

11 tt l e monster . A child, esp. 1f obJect1onable; c 1950 

L1 veyer (e) L1 vyere. A permanent 1nhab 1tant of the 
Labrador coast; perhaps from '1 1ve here 1 , - 1901 , coll. 

l ,v ing end, the . A cp meaning, someone or something ~,ho 
(/that) ts perfection , the ult imate , t he Ideal; c1955 

logger 1 s smal l-pox. The markings on a ( l umber - ) man ' s 
face wh ich a re caused by a man ' s stomp i ng on it with 
h i s sp iked boots-- an act1v1ty known as 1 putt 1ng the 
cau l ks (p ronounced as 'corks') to a man', 1umbermen 1 s; 
C 20 

lolly . Soft ice beg 1nn1ng to form 1n harbours in extremely 
cold winter temperatures , Nfld.; C 20 

Long Johns. See ' long- handled underwear' 

look1t (something/someone)! Look at something; f r om a s l ur 
1n pronunc1at1on; c1880 

lop. A wave tha t , 1n a choppy sea, 1s b ig enough to break 
inboard 1n a rowboat or dory; Nfld.; late C 19- 20, coll. 

loss(- ) l eader . A superior article offered at a very low 
price, a Cdn. variant of 'draw- boy' ; C 20, coll, 

louse cage, A caboose, RR, - 1931 
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lulu. A very good show- place, where much money 1s made 1n 
profits; carnival, ex US, cl925 

lunch. Any mea l other than breakfast, a large dinner, a 
supper, a meal at any ti me of the day, esp. if 1t 1s, 
1n some way, out of the usual run of events, -1932, coll. 

lung. A drawbar; RR, -1931 

M 

Mac . HcMaster Un1vers1ty, Hamilton, Ontario, C 20, coll. 

Mac. A non- cultured form of address to a man of unknown 
surname, as 1n 'hey Mac, could you lend me a c19arette1 ' ; 

ex US(?); c1930 

mad money. Money that a girl carries as a precaution 
aga i nst any such quarrel with her boyfriend as might 
leave her monetarily stranded; money that can be used 
to provide her t ransportation home 1f ditched by her 
boyfr iend ; also Aust., c1918 

mad on, have a. To be ,nan angry , feisty mood; c1870, coll. 

main iron (/stem, /pin). The primary or main RR track 
(RR 11ne); or an off1c1al, an executive, RR; - 1931 

make like a bo1d . A cp meaning, 1go away!' , from ' bold' = 
btrd, and its resultant flying away; 1946, obs. by 
1959 

make st range. (Of a child) to behave shyly, as in ' See 
the n ice lady? Don 1 t make strange now. ' = Don ' t be 
shy with st rangers, C 20, coll. 

man- k 1l ler. A piece of machinery geared to run so fast as 
to t i re the men who operate it, for example, a cement­
m1xer; c1925 

man who brings home the bacon, the. The family wage­
ear ner , t he 'bread-winner', also US; C 20, coll. 

ma r bl es , have lost some of (one's). To be not quite sane, 
menta l ly disturbed; ex US; c1930 

marbl e orchard. A cemetery, c1 920 

mash- note. A love letter, c1920 

mashed (the) potatoes for the Last Supper, he (/she). 
A cp descr1b1ng someone who has been known to someone 
else for years, someone who has been around for a long 
time, c1940 

64 



Hassey- Harris. Cheese; from the 'Hassey- Harris self- binder' 
and the cost iveness of cheese, C 20 

master, the. The conductor of a train, RR; -1931 

master maniac (/mind). A master mechanic, a tra1nmaster, 
yardmaster, conductor, or tra1n- d1spatcher; RR, C 20 

mean. Attr1b., so good as to be unfair, as in ' he swings 
a mean bat'; he 1s a good (baseball) hitter; ex US, 
c 1 91 0, col l • 

milk 1n the coconut , that accounts for the. A cp meaning, 
'Ah! that explains everything', said of an explanation 
which solves a dilemma; ex US, late C 19~20 

mil k the bushes. To hau l a small boat upstream by the 
boat's occupant(s) pull 1ng on the bushes growing along 
the banks of the river to move h1Mself and the boat 
along aga i nst the current; northwest Cdn. , esp. Yukon 
use, c1910 

mi ll . A locomot ive; or a t ypewrite r , RR; -1931 

mill kettle. A locomot ive, RR; -1931 

mill - pond. The Atlantic ocean, esp . the part traversed by 
sh i ps going from England to Canada and the US; 1885, 
S,E . but almost co l l. 

miss (one's) guess. To be mistaken; ex US ; C 20, coll. 

miss not having (something). A solecism for ' to miss 
having ' , as 1n I I miss not having a car'= I once 
had a car and now, 1n i ts absence, I miss 1t; c1920 

m1tch 1ng. The act of playing truant; ex Eng. dia l. ; m1d-C 
19-20, co l l. 

mocassin (/moccas in) telegraph, the. The spreading of an 
unfounded report or ruMour, usu. by one per son tell 1ng 
another, and he tell 1ng still another, and so on; a Cdn. 
variant of 'bush telegraph' and 'grapev i ne'; c 1910 

moldy. A Cdn. spell 1ng of 'mouldy'= a torpedo; naval , 
1915(?) 

monkey(-)b1te. A mark left, often on the shoulder, by 
amorous b1t 1ng, c1930 

monkey house . A caboose, RR, -1 931 

monkey on (one ' s) back, have a. To be ridden by the drug 
habit; ex US; c1945, cant, becoming low slang by 1950, 
and a l so pol ice use 
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monkey see, monkey do! A cp said to one who 1~1tates the 
actions of another, or as a warn i ng not to do such and 
such because someone , usu. a child, might 1m1tate rt; 
c1925 

monkey suit. A uniform provided for employees by carnival 
proprietors; carnival, C 20 

moonlighter. A person who holds two pard Jobs at the same 
trme, he usu. f1n 1shes hrs first Job then starts hrs 
second Job (usu. a n1ght-t1me one, hence, done by 
moonl ight , as opposed to h rs other Job done dur ing the 
daytime), cl930 

moon ! 1ght 1ng. The practice of a moonlighter, c1930 

moose . A huge, powerful man ; C 20, coll. 

more beef! A cp yelled out when a heavy load or a hard 
task demands the help of one or t\vO more men; c1910 

most, the . Something that is the best, very good, extremely 
attractive, as 1n 'He's the mos t'= I really like h im, 
he ' s very n ice; c1955 

Mount , the, Mont real, Quebec, tramps ' ; C 20 , cant becoming 
low slang 

Mountie Mounties, the . A member of the R.C.M . P.; the Roya l 
Canadian Mounted Police (R.C.M,P.), established 1n 1873 , 
whose duty 1t now 1s, to enforce federal laws throughout 
Canada, and prov1nc 1al laws 1n all provinces except 
Onta ri o and Quebec, c1890, slang, becoming co ll . c1930 

mud chicken. A surveyor, --because he has a muddy job; RR ; 
-1931 

mud(- )hop (/mudhop). A yard clerk; RR - 1931 

mudder. A horse that races well on a wet t rack; sporting; 
C 1925, CO} J , 

mug. To garotte someone, to rob and beat up a person; 
also US; c1860(?), low 

mug-up, A lunch, snack; far northern Canada use, esp. 
fur-traders ' and trappers', -1934 

mush- rat . A solecism for 'muskrat'; late C 19-20 

my arse 1s dragging. A cp said by someone who 1s utterly 
exhausted, and who feels he cannot walk another step, 
c1916 
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N 

neat . Attr1b., very pleasing o r attract ive , c1 956 

N1tch1e . A name fo r a Pra1r1es Indian , derog.(?); c1910 

' n1t1ated ' n1t 1at 1on . A c l 1pped pronunc1at 1on of ' 1n1t1ated 1 

and ' 1n 1t1at1on 1
; lower classes' , lumbermen's ; c1920 

no k1dd1ng ! A cp meant ng , ' t r u l y, honestly, you ' re not 
foo I I ng 1 

; ex US, c 1 91 0 

non- ai r (/no- bi l l). A non- un,on RR employee; RR; - 1931 

noOfTlony . A so l, for 'pneumon ia', lower c l asses ', C 20 
(19321 ) , verging on col I. 

not much you woul dn' t! A cp mean i ng, ' you certa inly wou ld 
(do , say something) 1

, as 1n 1 1 wou ldn't hit you in the 
nose, . .. Not much you wouldn't ! (sa id whi le ful ly 
expecting t o be h i t 1n the nose) '; ' a no tably Cdn . cp ' , 
l ate 1930 1 s 

no t t oday , baker! A c p refusing an offer o r a suggest ion , 
connot ing ' Oh, no! you don't catch me I 1ke t hat! ', c 1945 

Nova Scot ian pump , A bucket with a I 1ne a t tached, to draw 
water from over t he side of the boat ,--referring to 
t he hard wo r k 1n Nova Scot ia sh ips, nautica l , late C 19- 20 

Nova Scotian soda. A comb1nat1on of sand and canvas 
supp l ied , i nstead of soda , for cleani ng paint- wo r k 
on a boa t ; nau ti cal; late C 19- 20 

Nova Scot ian (sun) 11ght. The moon(! 1ght) , --a moonl 1t ni ght 
be ing, 1n a hard \JOrking N.S . boat , considered as 
opportune for doing some Job deemed unnecessary by the 
men, nauti ca l ; la t e C 19-20 

Nova Scotian tow i ng . The towing of a boat wi th the dor ies 
out forwa rd, to save t he expense of a tug, Grand Banks 
fishermen ' s; late C 19- 20 

now Mrs. Rowbottom, 1f you p l ease! (\./1th the ' 1f 1 stressed) 
a cp mean i ng, 'I'm r eady when you a re.' , c1 930 

number dummy (/number grabber). A yard c l erk, RR , - 1931 

nut . The rent for a stal l or side- show, or stand at a 
fa i r ; ex US ; ca r niva l; C 20 

nu t ( - ) s p 1 i t t er • A mac h I n I s t , RR ; - 1 9 3 1 

nuts ! Nonsense!, partly a euph. for 'balls !' ex US , c1940 
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nutty as a fruitca ke . Insane, mentally unwel l, ex US(?); 
1930's 

0 

of. A sol. for 1have', as 1n 'I should of done it'= 
I should have done it, spoken use only(?) , common 
among both I iterate and 1Jl1 terate, but not 1n cultured 
speakers' use , C 19-20 

Ogopogo. A (mythical?) lake-dwel l 1ng monster believed to 
1nhab1t Okanagan Lake 1n the southern interior of 
Brit i sh Columbia, ' Ogopogo ' the word 1s from an Eng l 1sh 
music hall song and was first given to the monster in 
1912 , folklore, late C 19-20 

Oh, muMmy! buy me one of those! A meaningless fad cp; c1920 

okay (/0.K.) by me, it's. A cp meaning, ' as far as I 1m 
conce rned, everything 1s fine for you to do (something)' ; 
ex US; c1938 , col l. 

O,K. by you? A cp meaning, 'I s 1t all right with you 1f I 
do (someth1ng)? 1

, ex US; c1938, coll. 

old battle-axe. An old, or elderly woman t ha t is resentful 
and voc iferous, thoroughly unpleasant, usu. arrogant , 
and no beauty; ' Canada and other places 1n the 
Br1t 1sh Commonwealth', c1910 or early 1920 1s 

old socks. A term of add ress to a person; C 20 (1934) 

old unspeakables, the. Silent mot ion pictures; ' cul tural, 
not at all 1n general use, mostly, or at least, orig. 
Cdn. ', c1945, becoming obs. by 1960 

on. To the d isadvantage of (someone) , as 1n 'It go t away 
on me ', 'He did 1t on me ', ' esp . common 1n Canada', C 20 

one for the book, (that's). A cp remark ing upon a joke so 
funny, or a n event so extraordinary , that it deserves 
inc l usion in ' the book ' (= Joke book of t he best Jokes), 
ex US; c1 950 

one for the record, (that ' s). A variant of 'one for t he 
book, (that's)'; late 1950's 

one o'clock, (it ' s). A wa r ning cp meaning , ' one of you r 
fly-buttons 1s undone ' , a lso Aust ., c1910, now obs. 
(w i th the advent of z ippers) 

one of the bones . An emp loyee who is a member of a reduced 
work force, known as a ' skeleton staff', C1v1l Servi ces, 
c1930 
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oaf. Money; late C 19-20, low 

open a can of worms . To introduce an unsavoury subJect 
i nto conversation; to introduce a controversial topic 
into conversat ion, c1955 

operate. To operate on (someone), 'at first 1t was a 
solecism , but by 1909 1t was coll,, almost Joc,, but 
st i ll to be deprecated; used as 1n 'they operated her 
twice', med ica l, c1930( 7 ), should be -1 909(7) 

ornament. A station master, perhaps because he Just sits 
there and does nothing (one viewpoint); RR; derisive; 
-1 931 

outdoor plumbing. An outside toilet, an outhouse; 1ron1c, 
since there 1s no plumbing, a l so US; C 20 

outfit. A m1l1tary group, such as a batallion, battery, 
an airplane squadron, and the 11ke; also Aust., US; 
m I l I ta ry, WW I , co 1 1 • 

outlawed. Attr1b., said of a work crew that has worked 
s ixteen hours, the statutory l,m1t (of consecutive 
working hours) (1t may no\'1 be less), RR; -1931 

outs ide. Attr1b., 1n/1nto c1vil1zed life, as opposed to 
backwoods 11fe; 1827 

over-'omer. An Engl 1sh 1mm1grant to Canada who talks 
constantly of how much better things are done 
' over-'ome', --he 1s naturally d 1sl1ked and told how 
much better we \Jou ld l 1ke 1t ,f that's where he was 
(over-'ome), C 20 

p 

pad. A person's l1v1ng quarters, often a bare room with a 
matt ress on or near the floor; c1956 

paddle. A semaphore signal device, --because of its shape, 
RR; -1931 

palace. A caboose, 1ron1c , RR; -1 931 

pan. Bread, ex French ' pain '; naval; C 20 

para. A paraplegic (a sp inal cord paralyt ic pat ient), 
med ical, c1946 

pardon ~e for 11v1ng! A cp expressing an elaborate mock 
apology, used by someone chast1zed for some minor 
error; c1945 



pa r1sh-r1g. A poorly found ship, or an 111 - clothed man; 
ex S.E. 1 par 1sh- r1gged 1 = cheaply ri gged, a l so US, 
nautical; late C 19-20 

parlor. A caboose; 1ron1c; RR, -1931 

pa rl or man. A rear brakeman or flagman on a f re ight train; 
RR, -1 931 

pash . At tr1b., passionate , as 1n 1 pash pants 1 = non­
r egulation trousers affected by some officers; Army ; 1914 

pay off . (Of plans, ventures, attempts) to prove successful; 
c1940 

pea-soup, talk. To speak French-Canadian, or loosely, to 
speak French ; C 20 

peavy. A cant-hook designed for lumber- \>1ork on the ri ver ; 
lumbermen 1 s, C 20 

peep. The car belonging to a Command Headquarters; perhaps 
f rom 1J eep 1

, Army 

Peg , the (/ 1 Peg, the) . W1nn 1peg, Ma nitoba; C 20 (1932) 

pen and i nk . A prisoner-of-war cage , Army, 1941 - 45(?) 

pen bait. An under-age gir l t hat fl 1rts wi th boys working 
1n a carnival; --from ' pen ' : 1 pen 1tent1ary, the 
dest1nat1on of men taking advantage of under-age g irl s , 
C 20 

pern1cated dude. A swagger ing dandy, a foppish person; 
c1885-1910 

peted. Attr 1b., (very) weary, physically exhausted, from 
' peter out 1

; c1 860 

pick on. To ftnd fault with, also Eng. , c 1910, col l. 

pee 1n the sky when you die. Good things, or good times 
that, though promised, never come about ; ex US; often 
der 1s1 ve; -1 943 

p eg . A locomot ive, RR, - 1931 

p ig. A prostitu te; c1930, low 

pig mau l er. A locomot ive engineer; RR ; -1 931 

p1g(-)pen. A locomot ive roundhouse; RR; -1931 

p ig' s eye . 1n a . A cp used to convey negat ive fee l tngs 1n 
an emphatic way , as 1n 'I can hit the bal l over the fence 
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•••. In a pig ' s eye, you can!', ex US , c1945 

p1g 1 s eye, the. The correct thing, excellent, sp l endid; 
-1 932 

pike, hit the . To take to the road , to start trave l I 1ng, 
ex US(?); c1910 

p i ker, A person who ventures t1m1dly into a nove l venture; 
ex US ; cl930 

pile, have a, To have a d1ff1cult task, o r a hard time, 
as 1n 'a p1 le of trouble', late C 19-20, col 1, 

p1lgr1m, A newcomer, whether human or animal; Western Cdn. 
and US, late C 19-20 

pin for home. To go home, RR ; - 1931 

pin (/pinhead), A brakeman; RR, -1 931 

pink t ea, A more than usual formal tea party; deri sive; 
c l 925 

pipe. To look at; ex US, c1930 

pitch, A plan, trick, late 1940 1 s 

pitch 1n. To set v igorous ly t o work at something; 
'chiefl y US and Colonial'; 1847, co ll, 

pitch 1t (mild(!)). (usu. 1n the 1mperat1ve) 1 'don't 
exaggerate '; late C 19- 20, coll, 

plant. To insert such an incident, etc. , i nto a story as, 
although unnoticed at first read ing , wi l l eventua lly 
prove to inf l uence the outcome; authors ' , free-lance 
Journalists', c1945 

plaster. A mortgage , c1920 

play hard to get . (Usu . of girls) to res ist amorous 
advances, all t he while intending to acqu iesce 
eventually, also US; c 1925, col 1. 

p lay 1t c lose to (one ' s) chest. To hold one's cards close 
to one's chest so that nobody can see them , card players '; 
also US, c1910, coll. 

play 1t close to (one's) c hest . To be secretive or cagey, 
prob. from the preceding l exical item; also US , c1925 

p lug . A small Jam of logs (in a r iver) , lumbermen's, C 20, 
co 11 • 
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p lug. A small uni mportant passenger train, RR, -1 931 

plugger pl ugging. An impersonator, an 1mpersonat1on 
(both terms have to do with elect1ons---presumably 
one who attemp ts to vote more than once, and hence, 
the actton of voting more than once), 1897, coll . 

plunder. One ' s equ i pment and persona l belongings; c1905 

pod. A mar 1Juana cigarette , mar1Juana, c1956 

pool(-)shark. One who ts, or be li eves himself to be, 
exceptionally adept 1n the game of pool , ex US, c1925 

poor man ' s piano . A meal of (dried) beans, --because of 
the amount of gas 1n the bowels which 1t produces ; 
c1 885 

poorboy. Something substant ia l and i nexpensive, such as 
a b ig bottl e of cheap wine ; c1956 

possible sack. A bag conta 1n1ng such art icles suff1c1ently 
valuable t o be deposited , as a pledge, with a pawn 
broker , ex US, where 1t means , •a bag for prov i sions 
and personal belong 1ngs 1

, c1895, coll. 

pot. MartJuana; ex US; c1945 

prem ie. (Pronounced as ' pri me.' ), a premature l y bor n ch i Id , 
med ical, also Aust.; c1925 

Pri ncess Pats, the. The Princess Patr icia ' s Reg iment; 
mt 1 itary; \~\41 

pub l 1c, (the). One who ava1 Is himself of the personal 
fac 1ltt1 es of a public l i brary, --' He not only ts a 
member of t he general public, but also he makes a publ 1c 
convenience of the place (the l i bra ry) . He ts a l so one 
who, although not a reader, app lies to a l i brary for 
ass i stance in a problem i nvolving knowledge.'; l1 brar1a ns ' ; 
c1920 

pucker pa int. L1pst1ck; 1946, obs. by 1959 

pull (something) on (someone) . To cite something as an 
excuse for not doing, or not having done some task; 
a l so US; C 20 

pu l l (one ' s) load . (Esp. as ' pulling (one 's) load ' ), to 
do everything one poss i bly can (1n a Job , 1n a d1ff1cult 
s1tuat1on), to do one's fair share of the \1orv, 'mostly 
Cdn. 1

, late C 19- 20 , co ll. 

pu ll the pin . To res ign, t o quit a Job, from a pin- type 
method of coupl 1ng RR cars in the ear ly days of the 
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RR--such a coupl 1ng was apt to coMe apart; RR, - 1931 

punch the breeze. See ' take 1t 1n the neck ' 

punk. A young fel lm-1 that , having Just started to work for 
a carnival, thinks he knows everything, carnival, ex US, c1910 

pusser's dirk. A Service clasp- kn ife; Naval, nd 

put down. To reJect, to be! 1ttle something; ex US ; 1956 

put the bite on. To ask someone for a loan of money; 
c1910 

putty. Steam, --from Its co lour, RR, -1931 

Q 

queer as a three-dollar bill . (Something) very odd, or 
s trange; f rom the fact there a r e no three-dollar bills 
1n existence; late C 19-20 

Qu1ns, the. The Dionne qu intuplets of Canada, born 
May 28, 1934, Journal1sts 1 use mainly; 1934 , coll. 
(Br1t1sh use) 

Qu ints, the. The Cdn. var iant of 'the Qu1 ns', see the 
preced 1ng I tern; 1934, col 1. (?) 

R 

rack, on the. Attr1b., a cp said of someone always on the 
move , --from an abbrev1at1on of ' racket ' = snowshoe, 
c 1 8 60, co 1 I • 

rail. A RR employee 1n the tra nsportation service of the 
RR company, --from abbrev1at1on of 1 railroadman 1

; RR; 
-1 931 

rai se he ll and sl 1p a shingle (/shim) under one corner 
(/under 1t). To make a tremendous noise or d i sturb­
ance, western Cdn. , c1908 

rat on. To fail someone, to betray; mostly , to inform the 
police about (someone), ex US, c1925 

rawh1der . A conductor, driver, who is hard on men or 
locomot ives, RR, ex US, -1 931 

red, 1n the. Having failed to make one's expenses 1n the 
money taken 1n during a stay at a poor site, carnival; 
C 20 

73 



red, 1n the . In debt, 1general co l l. 1n the Br1t 1sh 
Commonwea Ith 1 

, c 1920 

Red Mike . A man who 1s a woman hater, 1946 , obs. by 1959 

red on ion. A RR eat i ng house (because it's rough and sme lly); 
RR, -1 931 

reefer. A RR refrigerator car , ex US ; RR , -1 931 

Reemy Reemee. The Royal Canadian Elect r ical and Mechanica l 
Engineers; 1n use despi te the C-not be ing t here, perhaps 
Tt IS ex Eng . 1 Royal Elect rical and Mechani cal Engineers ' 
( R.E . M.E. ) , 1942- 43 (1 Eng. date), coll. becom ing-Joe . 

ri de. To Jeer, t o g ibe at, as 1n 'It 1s not ri ght to ri de 
t he home t eam when they're losing ' = don 1 t boo t hem , or 
throw insu lts at them; C 20 

ride the cushions . To travel illegal l y , and free, on a tra i n; 
hoboes' , late C 19- 20 

r i ffs. Musi c; 1946 , obs . by 1959 

righteous. Attr 1b., appl 1ed by mus 1c1ans to good Jazz and 
to those who recognized 1t , as 1n 'A good chorus would 
be greeted with cries, from other band members, of 
"Righteous, brother ! Righteous !'"; ex US ; 1920 1 s-ea rly 
1930' s 

ringmaste r. A yardma s ter; RR , humourous; -1 931 

r1ng-ta1 l. A novice, a tenderfoot; ex US ; l ate C 19-20 

ri p- track, the . The repa ir shops for RR carr iages ; RR , 
-1 920 

ri ver (hog I p ig). A lumberman special 1z 1ng 1n raver work; 
lumbermen 's, C 20 

rocks, on t he. (Of a dr ink made with ha rd liquor) wi thout 
water, or other mtx, and simp l y pou red over the rocks 
(lumps of ice in the g las s ) , ex US; c1945 

rough neck. One who , in a carnival , does the hard physica l 
work; carniva l; C 20 

round up. See 'corral 1 

rouser . A spri ng ton ic, usu. of shot - gun type(?); 
eastern Canada, -1 875 

rubberneck ca r. The observa t ion car of a t rain ; RR ; -1 931 

rubber- dubber. An old fell ow t hat fo llows a carnival for 
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what he can pick up, and who spends most of his money 
on d ri nk; carnival, c1920 

ruckus. A disorder , qua rrel, no i sy disturbance , or 
struggle; also US, nd 

rule G. 'thou shalt not dr tnk', --probably from a 11st of 
regulations governing behaviour while working for the 
RR company ; RR ; -1 931 

rumble. A gang figh t, often carefully planned , and esp. 
among teenagers, also Aust.; c1944 

rummy. A term of address to someone, -1932 

r ump- sprung. Att r1b., sa id of a woman's dress that, 
through much wear and a good deal of bending , has 
taken a permanent bulge over the rump, --knitted 
dresses are esp. vulnerable to this, c1940, coll . 

runty. A dwarf signal (1 ), ex US, RR, -1 931 

rush the bucket. To send the printer ' s devil for a bucket 
of beer; to send anyone to the beer par lour for (a 
bucket of) beer , esp. pri nters', C 20 

rustle. To scrounge, to 'come up' with someth i ng, ex US 
(= to stea l cattle), Army, \/1,11 

rustler . One who sc rounges; see ' rustle ', ex US (= a 
cattle stealer), Army , WW I 

s 

S. O. B. A euph. abbrev1at1on of 'son of a _!:itch '; ex US, 
a l so Aust.; c1925 (Aust. date ?T 

S. O. L. Unlucky , a euph. for •~hit (/short) :!,_f ]_uc k' , C 20 

sadogue. A fat , easy- going person , Nfld ., C 20 , coll,/d1al, 

salt chuck, (the) . The ocean , salt water , the sea; 
British Columb ia use; C 20 

same difference, it ' s the. A cp meaning , 'there 1s no 
difference, it's the same thing'; c1940 

sand. Sugar , late C 19- 20 

sand(-)ve1n. The notochord (chorda dorsal 1s) seen as a 
da rk 11ne down the back of a prepared shrimp, late 
C 19- 20 , col 1./d 1al. 
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Santy . A ch 1l d 1sh(?) variant of ' Sant a Claus '; 'Mostly Cdn .'; 
late C 19-20 , col I. 

say when you're mad! A cp said by one wo rkman to another 
mean ing , 'tell me when you ' re ready to 11ft (soneth1ng)', 
wor kmen's ; c 1930 

scan. To skim, t o read something quickly wh i le Just not i ng 
the importan t po ints, as 1n 'I was too busy to do mo r e 
than scan the paper', a sol., a l so US , C 20 

Scand1hoov1an . A Scand 1nav1an person , western Cdn. and 
naut.; C 20 

Scand1weg1an . See ' Scand 1hoov1an' 

scene. Something that ' s happen ing , or the place where 
it's happening , c1955 

sc hnozzle schnozzola . A person's nose ; ex US; c1940 

Scoweg 1a n. A Scand1nav1an; weste rn Cdn. , and naut. ; late 
C 19- 20 , (See also 1 Scand 1hoov1an 1 and ' Scandiweg 1an 1

) 

screwed up. Att r1 b., (utterly) dest royed, spoiled, wrecked , 
fouled up; a euph. fo r ' fucked up', c1930 

scruff. The lowest stratum of Nfld . society; Nfld ., 
c1 860-1 900 

scut. A dirty, mean person; Nfld.; C 20 

secret works . The automat ic air-brake app l 1cat1 on ; 
1ron 1c; RR , -1 931 

see (someone) over the s ide. To accompany someone t o the 
doo r tn b 1dd1ng them ' good - bye ' , ex Navy; c1945 

see you l ater a ll 1gator! A cp meaning, ' good - bye ! 1
; t he 

cp response 1s ' 1n a wh il e, crocodile!' , 'this sort 
of r hym ing cp Has, c1953-57, a vogue--1 t has left a 
meagre res idue of a very f ew phrases' , c1948- 60 

send. To a ffo rd Much pleasure , to exc ite, as 1n 'H is Mus ic 
doesn 't send me.'; ex US( 7 ) ; c1935 

sevens and e levens, ever ything 1s (/was , /w 1ll be). 
mean ing, ' everyth ing 1s (etc.) perfect, a ll 1s 
--from d1ce-s hoot1ng, 1r1here ' 7s' and ' lls ' are 
des irable scor es, c1910 

A cp 
\-le 1 1 1 , 

sewed up . At tr1 b. 1 (1n the gaMe of pool ) (to have been) 
put into such a pos1t1on of ball placement that 1t 
1s d 1f f1cult to p lay, c1 925 
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shack , A brakeman, RR, c1900 

shake the lead out of your arse! A cp meaning , 'start 
\vork1ng!, get a move on!', workmen ' s, c1930 

shanty. A caboose, der1s1ve, RR, - 1931 

sharonsed, Attr 1b,, nonplussed, Nfld,; C 20, dial,(?) 
rather than slang or coll. 

sharp. Att r1b , , rather too smartly dressed, as 1n 1a 
sharp set of drapes '= a too smart-l ooking suit, 
c1940 

shav 1ng- m1ll, An open boat , sixteen oared , of a type 
used by privateers 1n the Wa r of 1812, 1812 

shi l l, One who plays or bet s a t a game, and who is allowed 
to win by the game operator, to attract genu ine 
customers to 1t , carnival; C 20 

shi ll 1ng . A ci r cular hammer-mark (an 1ndentat1on t n the 
wood around the head of the nail, which 1s the sign 
of a poor carpenter; C 20 

shimmy, To osc illate or to v i brate, esp, said of the 
front wheel s of an automobile, c1924-39 

shin-plaster. A piece of currency (a bank note) valued 
at 25~, the production of t hem ceased 1n 1923; late 
C 19- 20, ma inl y h1stor 1cal since cl930 

sh1n 1ng t ime. The t ime of the day when one awakens and 
prepa res to s tart the day ' s work , starting time of 
one ' s JOb--at the r1s 1ng of the sun (early); RR; -1931 

sh1te- poke, A b i rd known as a bittern, and so-called 
f r om the popul ar be l 1ef that 1t has only one straight 
gut from gul let to ex i t, and therefore has to s i t 
down promptly after swal lowing anything; and actually 
called 1 sh1te-poke ' because 1t habitua l ly defecates 
on taking fl 1ght when alarmed; c1880 

s h1 va reen . A Cdn, variant of 'sh1varoo 1 (Aust. 1888) , 
and ex US 1 sh 1varee 1 (DA 1843), itse l f ex ' charl var 11 

(French), and al l mean ing a loud, bois terous party, 
a no i sy dtsturbance, esp. for a newly-wed couple on 
the i r wedding night, c1870 

shoot! A euph . for ' sh i t !', meaning frust ration, or 
annoyance; 1t 1s an expletive; C 20 

shop . To shop at ( -- the 'at' being omitted ) some store, 
as 1n 1 Shop$1, 49 Day, Wood\vards'; advertisers• and 
radio, c1957, coll, 
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shunting . A sw i tch eng ine, deprec 1atory; RR , -1 931 

shut(-)out (/shutout), have (/got) a . (Of the goalie) to 
have no goals scored against oneself during t he 
course of a hockey game , (of a team) to play an enti r e 
game (and usu, w1nn 1ng 1t) \Jlthout al low ing the 
oppos ing team to score any goals against your team; 
(ice) hockey; 1936 

s1dedoor Pullman. A boxcar; ex US, RR ; -1 931 

S1fton 1 s pets . Eastern European, esp. Ruthen1an and 
Gal 1c1an, 11r.m1grants, these were 11mn1grants a l lo,.,,ed 
into Canada under the 1mm 1grat1on scheme of the 
Hon ., afterwards Sir, Clifford S1fton (1861 -1 910), 
at the time M1n1ster of the Interior, esp. Ma ni toba 
use ; c1 900-10 

s i n- bin. The penalty box 1n the game of hockey; hockey 
players', commentators', and Jou r nal 1sts 1

, c1946 

since Caesar was a pup. A cp say ing t ha t a person in 
question has been around for a long time, as i n 
'I' ve known h im for a long t1me-- he 1 s been around 
since Caesar was a pup . ' -1 932 

s1wash . To put on the 'lndtan Ltst 1 a person's name to 
whom 1ntox1cants may not be sold; C 20, obs. by 1959 
(see ' Indian 11st, he 1s on the') 

sk in and whipcord , all. (Of a person) extreme l y fit, 
without an extra ounce of fat, in good physical shape; 
' US and Colonial', c1880, coll., becoming obs. 

skookum . Attr 1b., satisfactory, as 1n ' everything ' s 
skookum', strong(?); west coast of Canada use , 
ex Ch inook Jargon , late C 19-20 

skookum house. A Ja il; C 20, s l ightly obs . by 1952 

skunk. (In er I bbage) to defeat by a 1 arge score, usu. to 
defeat one's opponent by winning befor e he reaches the 
ha l fway mark 1n his scoring, (in other ga~es) to 
defeat one's opponent by not allowing him to score any 
points, ex US , late C 19 

Sky- Blues. The officers of the Hudson 's Bay Company, so­
called because of the colour of their unifor~ ; ct815, 
obs. by 1940 

sky- hook. A useful, but mythical, piece of appara t us 
which enables a pilot to hover over one spot, --1t 
can also be used for any difficult JOb of 11ft1ng; 
esp. loggers', 1909 
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slab. A sandwich, 1946, obs. by 1959 

slats. A human 's ribs, --from their resemblance to the 
staves of a barrel; ex US; -1 916 

slick. Attrib., neat, smooth, at tract ive , desirable, 
as in 'that's a slick chick', ex US; c1946 

slicks. Magazines printed on glazed stock; journalists', 
printers•, publishers', newsvendors'; cl930 

slide your Jive. To talk freely; 1946, obs. by 1959 

sl1eveen. A deceitful person; Nf ld.; late C 19-20 , coll. 

s linge. To play truant, to stay away f rom work; Nf ld.; 
C 19-20, col 1. 

s lap-horn. A trombone; ex US (c1925); musicians'; late 
1930 I S 

slip stick. A slide rule; engineers' and architects'; 
c1940 

s loe. To get out of the way (of something , /someone); 
Nf ld .; C 20 , coll. 

slouch at, no. To be very adept at something, as ln 'He 
was no slouch at the tailor business '; also US and 
Eng.; late C 19-20 

slum. Cheap prizes, esp. for children; carnival; C 20 

slush-pump. See 'slip-horn' 

smart alee (/Alec). A train conductor, perhaps because he 
1s a 'know-it- all ' person; RR; - 1931 

smoke . A RR fireman, from the nature of has Job; RR; -1931 

smoke ' em . An Illicit yet frequent method of getti ng 
from one station to another--by moving a long slowly 
and watching for the smoke of an approaching, or 
overtaking train; RR; -1931 

smoker. A locornot 1ve; RR; -1931 

snake , A sw1tcmian; RR; -1931 

snakes, bag of . A girl, esp. a very lively one; c1955 
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snapper-rigged . (Of a ship) poorly r igged and found, 
(of a man) poorl y clothed; eastern Cdn, and US; 
nautical, late C 19-20 (see also 1 pa rlsh-r1 gged 1

) 

snargasher. A tra1n1ng a ircraft, from a corruption of 
•tarmac smas her', a1rmen 1 s, RCAF(1), 1939 

snazzy, Attrcb. , nice, 1 smooth 1 & Jazzy', good- looking ; 
1946, obs. by 1959 

snte (/sny) . A hole filled with \tater, a hidden pool (of 
any s ize); ex French-Canadian 'chenal 1 =acanal-11ke 
water course; C 20, coll, 

snooty. Attr1b. , unpleasant, cross, 1rr 1table, super­
Cl 11ous , ex US(?) , c1920 

snoozer . A Pullman car, RR, -1931 

snorting pole. A foot brace at the end of a bed , 
l umbermen ' s; C 20 

snow aga in! (/snow again, I didn't get your drift). A 
cp mean ing , 'please repeat what you Just sa id, I 
d idn ' t understand (/hear) what you mean t (/said); 
c1930, obs , by 1959 

sober-grudge f ight. A fight ar1s1ng out of a long- standing 
quarrel; -1 932 , coll. 

soft(-)bel ly. A wooden frame RR car, RR, - 1931 

So lomon Isaac. A Jewish person; c1870-1914 

something else. A cp said of something so good, interesting, 
(as abreast of contempora ry music, for examp le) ct 
def ies descr1pt1on, a l so as en 'She was something e l se' 
- she was such an attractive , pleasant girl that she 
defied desc r1 pt1on; c1956 

sooner (dog). A dog that would rather (/sooner) ' do it's 
business ' indoors than outdoors; c1908 

souped(-)up . (Of a car) supercharged, motor ists' ; 1945 

sourdough. An experienced old-timer 1n the northwest, the 
term arose during the Yu~on gold - rush and refers to 
the sourdough carried by the miners for use en 
emergenc I es, late C 19-20, by 191 O, co 11. 

sow- belly. Any type of pork, salt por k; Navy, m1l1tary, 
c1870 , obs . 

spark. To court a g irl, ex US, C 20, obs. by 1959 
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sp i t or get off t he cusp idor. A euph, cp for 'shit or 
get off the pot' (see TABOO 11st1ngs), c1940 

spod 1od1, A mixture of cheap por t and bar whiskey , 
affected by the Jazz world, c1955 

spook , To render a horse , or other quad ruped , nervous, as 
1n ' Don ' t s hm~ him t he wh i p, you'll spook h1 m1 or 
' You ' ll never catch him now, he' s spooked '; c1930 

spot, To set a box car , or other freight car, 1n the 
r ight place for load i ng or unload ing; RR , c1905, by 
1920, col 1. 

spotter, An emp loyee assigned to watch the behaviour of 
other emp loyees; RR; - 1931 

spotter, The same meaning as the preceding item , but 
--1 n use on trams , - 1931 (?), obs , by 1959 

spread, Jam, marmalade , o r anything else that 1s spread 
on bread ; late C 19- 20, by 1940, coll, 

spr ing , To get a man released from prison, esp. as a 
resu l t of a technical 1ty; ex US ; cl935 

square. An o l d- f a sh ioned person, esp. about dancing and 
mus ic ; ex US ; c1938 

square , A per son who doesn ' t dance ; 1946 , obs, by 1959 

square , An honest person, anyone of hea l th il y conventiona l 
mora l s and conduct , ex US , c1955 

Squaresv il le, The mythica l or1g1n of all 'squares ' and 
convent iona l people with thei r convent ional behaviour; 
as 1n 11H1m? Oh, he's strictly f rom Squaresville!", 
ex US (or ig , Jazz slang), c1 960- 61 

squawk. To complain, ex US, c1 935 

stag (off) . To cut sonet h1ng; lumbermen ' s ; ex d ia l . 
(mid l and ' s), -1 932 (see also 'light stags ' ) 

stag , go. To at t end a party, or othe r social occasion , 
wi thout a fema l e companion; ex US, c1925 

staggering Bob. A calf; also Aust ,; M1d- C 19- 20 

stake. A (usu. large) sum of money , as 1n ' He made a 
stake 1n gold -m1n1ng ' , lateC 19- 20, co ll. 
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standby, An opt1m1st1c air passenger 1n the habit of 
standing by the reserva ti ons counter 1n the hope that 
a rese rvat 10n w1 11 lapse for another passenger, and 
he can fly 1n his place, NB , The meaning has since 
changed--1t 1s now a common and standard term as 1n 
'to fly standby', 'He's going standby ' --less 
expensive fares are cha rged to a passenger, usu , a 
student or a pensioner, will 1ng t o fly standby, that 
1s , wi thout reservations and with the hope t hat there 
w,11 be a vacant seat available for h im, (orig.) air­
travel co ll. verging on JOc,; c 1954 

start 1n, To s tart, to beg in doing saneth1ng, as In 
' Now, don 't you start 1n wor ry i ng , '; solecism; C 20, 
co 11 • 

stash, To hide something , to put money into a bank account, 
as in ' He ' s got thousands stashed away ', ex US ; c1 925 

stay home, A sol , meani ng ' stay at home ' , as In 'I'm 
awfu lly tired so why don 't we"""j""ust stay home tonight?' 
c1920, coll. 

steer-decorating . A rodeo method of throwing a steer by 
grasping one horn and the muzz l e , and tw1st1ng the 
neck; c1945 

stews. Men, when crowded together, or when closely 
associated; --from •~dents', ex US, C 20 

s tick 1n it, with a. (of a drink, esp. tea and coffee) 
with a dash of brandy, ' Colonial and US '; C 19-20 

sticks (/stuck) out 1 ike a sore thumb, he. A cp meaning , 
to be conspicuous , to be easily noticed; c1920 
(see a lso 'st icks (/stuck) out 11ke the balls on a 
bulldog , he ', TABOO l1st1ngs) 

stick-up. To hold up and rob; ex US; c1930 

sticker. An awkward or d1ff1cult question asked by a 
member of t he public to a 11 brar1an; l ibrarians 1, 

c1920 

sticker, (two- , /three-, /four - ). A two-, etc , masted 
ship, esp . a schooner on the Cdn . and US coasts, 
nautical ; l ate C 19- 20, coll. 

stinger. The bowsprit on a sa1!1ng ship, perhaps from 
the bitter, st 1ng1ng cold weather endured while 
work ing on 1t 1n winter, a lso US; nautical , C 20 

stinger. A brakeman, also US, RR; - 1931 

st 1nkeroo . A poor show place with few customer s, carnival ; 
c1920, (cont r ast ' lulu ' ) 
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stoop. An imp roper usage when used to mean a porch or 
verandah, 1t should refer to 1 an unroofed platform 
( the steps) 1 n front of a house 1 (Cone I se Oxford 
D1ct1onary def1n1t1on), also US, late C 18-20 

Stops-the- Way Company, the . The Hudson's Bay Company; 
c1840- 90, col I. 

storm and strife. A Cdn . variant of 1 trouble and strife' 
= a wife; late C 19- 20( 1 ) (NO. th is 1s the ' trouble 
and str1fe 1 date) 

straight. (Of an alcohol 1c drink) und1 luted ~11th a mix, 
neat, as 1n 1 11 11 take mi ne straight, thanks.', 
ex US; c188o, coll. 

straight rush. The simplest prepa ration of a Joint of 
beef , employed when time was short, The meat was 
placed 1n a baking dish, some fat spread over 1t, 
peeled potatoes placed around 1t, and the whole 
affair roasted. The dish got its name from the 
'straight rush' from the beef screen to the galley; 
RCN; c1900- 25 

str Ike . (Of employees) to stop a 11 work for the company 
as a result of contract differences, such as pay 
scales, work ing hours, fringe benef i ts, or the l ike, 
usu,(?) 1nvolv1ng union workers, 1959, coll. 

st ri ng, 
'on 
a I l 
pa id 

str Ing s . 

The publ 1shed materia l that, each week, a writer 
space rates• gets paid for; he pastes 1cl 1ps 1 of 
h i s publ 1shed ~,;or k in one long 1 str1ng' and is 
on th i s evidence, Journalists•; C 20 

Telegraph wires, RR, -1931, JOC, 

stump. To chal l enge someone to do someth i ng , esp, to 
f 1ght; -1932 

swamper. A man, often partially incapac i tated (as a 
resu l t of an 1nJury) , who keeps the bunkhouses clean 
( ' swamped out') 1n a logg ing camp or on a ranch; 
C 20, co 11 • 

swank. Attr1b , , showy, pretentious, grand, 'swanky' , as 
1n 1 that was a swank pair of cuffl1nks he was wearing,•; 
c1917(Eng . date?) 

sweat pads . Pancakes; c1945 

swell head, A superintendent, alluding to the swelled or 
swollen head of exh1b1ted self-conceit; RR; -1931 

swiling . A sol. for 1 sea l 1ng 1
, Nfld .; nautical; late 

C 19- 20, col 1. 



sw ing. To get t he feel of a s1tua t1 on, to coMprehend the 
truth or beauty of anything worth attention ; to impart 
the same truth or beauty to ot hers, c1956 

sw,tche l. Cold t ea; ex US, Nfld . ; late C 19-20, coll. 

T 

t ake ! Al l right!, all correct!, certainly!, perhaps an 
adaption of 'Jake', C 20 

take a powder. See 'fade, do a' 

take 1t 1n the neck. (of hoboes) when 1 r1d1ng the cushions' 
1f one sits looking back, one ,s sa,d to 'take 1t (= 
the wind) 1n the neck', conversely, 1f one sits facing 
ahead, one 1s said to be 'punching the breeze', 
hoboes ' ; late C 19-20 

tallowpot. A locomotive fireman, --from his can of g rease; 
RR; -1 931 

tank. A locomotive tender, RR, -1 931 

tanker. A heavy drinker, C 20 

tea-kettle. A leaky, old locomotive, RR; -1931 

tea squall. A tea pa rty , c1810-1 850 

Teddy. The law that no member of a train- crew sha ll work 
more than sixteen hours at a stretch (may now be less); 
RR, -1931 

tell. To say, as 1n ' Tell him good-night . 1
, and 'Tell her 

good-bye.' , also US, m1d-C 19-20, coll . 

tennis, anyone? A cp by way of opening a conversation or, 
with gir l s, a fl1rtat1on; 'mostly Cdn.? 1

; c1956 

thanks for the buggy ride! A cp expressing t hanks for some 
small service; C 20, obs. by 1960, often ironical 

that makes the cheese more b1nd1ng! A cp meaning, 'that's 
the stuff! ' , cl945- 55 

that's not hay ! A cp meaning, a large amount of money, as 
1n 1 1 sold 1t for $40,000, and that's not hay . ' ; ex US, 
c1945 

them's the Jockeys for me! A cp applied to anything del 1c1ous 
or des irable, c1950 
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thousand-miler. A starched blue shirt with an attachable 
bl ue collar, 1.,,orn by railroad men, -- it's good for a 
thousand miles before one has to change 1t, RR, -1931 

through, be . To have f1n1shed (a Job , or the 11ke), also 
US, c191 0 , coll. 

ticks. Moments, as 1n 'I ' 11 be ~11th you tn a few ticks, 1, 

1946, obs, by 1959 

tie 'em down. To set the hand - brakes, RR, C 20, coll. 

till 1kum, A friend, ex Chinook Jargon; West Coast use; 
c1930 

toad, A mechan ical dera 1 ler, from its shape, RR, - 1931 

toddle- em- buck . The game of chance called 'Crown and Anchor ', 
C 20 

toe( - )path . The running- board on a tra in , RR; - 1931 

toggy, A heavy overcoat for use 1n co l d regions, 1715- 1910 

tolo. A dance at which the girls pay the adm1ss1on cha rge, 
rather than t he men ; perhaps ex S,E . 'toll'= a tax , or 
ex Nf l d. ' tole'= to entice with bait; c1955 

too t 1n 1
, you're damn ' (/darn ' ). A cp meaning, 'you're 

absolutely ri ght .' , c1 908 

tough(-)gut. A hardy, rough and ready fellow, men's; - 1932 

town, on the. A cp applied to one who has gone into town 
1n search of sexual or other entertainment , c1920 

tra1n( - )deta1ner . A tra1n-d1spatcher, RR; -1 931, JOC. 

tram. See 'sl 1p- horn 1 and ' slush- pump ' 

tramping the ties . Walk ing on the rails, the ties are the 
sleepers (the large lengths of wood) on which the rails 
are laid, late C 19- 20 

travell 1ng grunt (/man). The road fo rema n of engines; or a 
travelling engineer, or a travel I 1ng fireman, also US , 
RR; -1 ~3 1 

trick, A tou r of duty , a turn at the whee l, RR , and others', 
-1 931 

T(/t)runks, Shares of the Grand Trunk Ra il way of Canada; 
Stock Exchange, -1 895 , coll., obs .(7 ) 
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universal subject, the, (The subject of) smutty t alk; 
c1930, col l., verging on S. E. 

up agai nst 1t (wtth vengeance). In serious d1ff1culty, 
confronted by a serious d1ff1culty, ex US (1896), 
1 91 0, co I 1 • 

V 

varnished wagons . Passenger-train cars; RR, - 1931 

Very Litt l e Wate r Society, the. A most informal and fluid 
group of Nor th Ameri can anthropologists , who take their 
11quor 'on the rocks', --from a play on the name of a 
real secret soc iety of the Iroquois tribe, the 'Little 
Water Society', c 1950 

w 

wa l k i ng-orders (/- papers, /-ticket). A (notice of) d1sm1ssal 
from one's jOb, 'esp. 1n the Co lonies '; ex US (1830 1 s); 
C 20, jOC. 

wannegan. A store, a shop, ex an Indian word, C 20 

want down (/1n, /off,/out, /up) . The omiss ion of the phrase 
'to get' 1n the expression ' want to get down (/1n, /etc.) ', 
as 1n 'He wanted out of prison, so he escaped.', ex US; 
c1954 

want-to-was(s)er. (n. and attr1b.), an athelete or 
pug i list hopeful but past his pr ime, (of an athelete) 
hopeful of good results but past his pr ime in his sport ; 
C 20, very rare, obs. 

wash out. A si gnal of cancellation, made by wav i ng flags 
1n a downwa rd arc, complet ing a sem1c1rcle; at night, 
a lamp 1s swung tn a wide low sem1c1rc l e ; RR; - 1931, coll, 

watch works . (A person's) brains; 1946, obs, by 1959 

waterborne, See I inland navy' 

water horse, Sa l t fish, jUSt washed from a vat, Nfld ,; C 20 

ways, A (grea t) distance, as 1n 'We ' ve got a long ways to 
go. ' , ex US , late C 19 

~,ear. To perfume onese 1f, as In 'women ~-1ear perfume', to 
use something as an accessory, as 1n 'cr ipples wear a 
cane '; to carry someth ing on oneself , as 1n 'strikers 
wear p lacards', ex US, 1930's, coll . , virtually S. E. by 
1960 
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weeno . Wine, --from 1 vino 1
; carnival, C 20 

we re you born 1n a barn? A c p sa id to one who leaves a 
door open, also Eng., Aust. , NZ , m1d - C 19- 20 

wet, all . See ' all wet 1 

whale( -) be ll y . A type of coal car , - -because 1t 1s 
cavernous , RR ; -1 931 

W(/w)hanger . A ma n engaged 1n f1sh -cur1ng 1n Nfld., 
nautica l; -1 867 , (see a l so 1 cod -whanger 1

) 

what a long tail our cat's got ! A cp said to, or at, 
sorr,eone boasting, c1 920 

when do you shine? A cp mean i ng , ' What time have you been 
cal l ed fo r 7 ', ' When do you get up? •, RR , - 1931 
(See also ' shining time') 

when (/whi l e) you 're talking about me , you're g1v1ng 
somebody else a r est . A cp 1mply1ng slanderous 
gossip , 'mostly Cdn. 1

, -1 949 

whing ding, A head cover ing, a scarf , hat, cap('), 1946, 
obs . by 1959 

wh 1skey(-)Jack (/wh1sk(e)y John, /wh1sk1 (- )Jack, /whisky( - ) 
J ack, /whisky Jack. ( In a ll t wo word items , the 
second wo rd may be capi t a l 1zed), a popu lar name for 
the common green Jay of Canada, ex Indian word 
1weskucha n1 s 1 (OED), tn order we have: c1770 , nd. 
C 18, C 19-20 1 nd ; al} are co l 1. , verg 1ng on S.E. 

wh i s tle- punk. The boy who conveys s igna l s from loggers to 
the donkey- eng ineer, l uMbermen's , c1920 

whistle-stop. A very smal l town; ex US; c1 925 

wh1te- ha1red boy. A favou ri te or darl ing (person), said 
by someone J ea l ous of the favoured person( 7 ); also 
Aust. and NZ, C 20 

whole k i t and caboodle, the. The lot, everyth i ng ; ex US 
(DA 1888); c1 920 

wig , A scene, act , such pl ay ing as will render t he 
audience ecstatic , J azzmen ' s; c1956 

wigg le. A 'wriggle', as 1n ' get a wiggle on ' = move 
faster, hur ry up, C 20 

Wi l d Indians, the. The Pri nce of Wa le's Le1nster Reg iment 
(Royal Canadians); m1J 1tary; 1870's , obs . 
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Will 1e. A way~; RR, -1931 

wing her . To set the bra kes on a moving t ra i n, perhaps 
from sportsmen's S.E. 1 to \>/Ing a b1rd 1 = to shoot 1t 
1 n o rder to stop It (?), RR, - 1931 

wise up . To get wise , as 1n 1you 1 ve got a l i ttle way to 
hike a lone, ana you ' re not wised up 1n everything , so 
l t sten to me!' 1905 

with 1t , be . To be one of the ca r nival or fai r-ground 
c<ew, carniva l ; also US; C 20 

wobb1e (/wobby) . A member of the Internati onal Wor ker s of 
t he World , workers•, NB. In t he US the variant 1s 
' wobbly ' or 1wabb l y 1

, c1920 

wood- pile. A xyl ophone ; ex US (c1925), Mus1c 1ans 1
, late 

1930 1 s 

woozy . Attr1b., d1 zzy, C 20 

worr ied as a pregnant fox 1n a forest fi re, as . An 
elaborate cp mean ing 1worr1ed 1

, c1920 

wrath of God, li ke the . Terri ble, 'still common 1n Canada 
a t least as l ate as Hay, 1959 ' , c1936 

y 

yard . To corral, to round up, to get ho ld of someone, as 
In ' We ya rded Ted and Al ice (into t he car) and tooled 
off to the dance.'; la t e 1950 ' s 

yellow-Jacket . A wasp, ~ 1d-C 19-20, col l. 

you can 't f l y on one wing . A cp 1nv itat1on to one more 
dr ink before leaving a party to go home; c1945 

you can ' t win. A cp expressi ng the 1mposs 1b1 l 1ty of 
com ing out on top , and the futility of f1ght1ng 
against those who are seem ingly agai ns t your success; 
usu . said after some thing one has done (which one 
t hought would be successfu l ) has fa il ed miserably; 
c1950 

you shred It, \4heat. A punn Ing , r hym Ing cp mean Ing , 
' you sa id 1t 1

; 1946 , obs. by 1959 

you're the doctor ! A cp mean ing , 'I 1 11 agree wi th 
whatever you say, ( fo r) you 're the one do ing 1t. 1

, 
1 you 1 re the author ity, or the expert, o r the man in 
charge--and the respons1b1 l 1ty for the outccme is 
yours .•; also Eng ., c1 945 
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you've got a sm i le like a can of ~1orms . A cp expressing 
d1sl 1ke for someone, c1925 

z 

zoon bat. Attr1b ,, funny- looking , 1946 , obs. by 1959 

Zulu . An emigrant outf it, esp. a t rain for either 
emigrants o r 1mm1grants; RR , ex US , - 1931 
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LIST (3) 

ANTEDAT INGS LIST 

This I 1st contains lexical items that antedate the earl 1est 

date of or 1g 1n 1n any of the d1ct1onar1es consulted. 

SAMPLE ENTRY: 

AS · 

LIST 

A 

lexical item. Def rn1t 1on, f 1Je date , antedated dict 1onar 1es 
and the ir dates 

bee ' s knees , the . Anything or anyone that 1s remarkable, 
note- wo r thy, exce ll ent, or the I 1ke, 1924 , DAS nd, 
SUE c1930 

a - Jay fo r (one) , to . Hait for someone 1n order to pounce 
upon him; t o waylay one, 1896, OAS 1947 

B 

Ba rrel, have (one) over a . To have the better of one; 
to have an advan t age, 1910 , OAS 1939 , SUE -1 950 

bee ' s knees , the . Anyth1nq or anyone that 1s remarkable, 
noteworthy , excel l ent , or the I 1ke, 1924, OAS nd, 
obs ,, SUE c1930 

bel t, under (one's). Successfully accomp l ished; to one ' s 
credit, 1910, OAS nd, coll., SUE c1930 , Austra l ian 

bend, A spree of dr 1nk1ng; 1862 , OAS 1887, DA 1887, 
SUE 1887(US) 

bite the dust. To dte, 1844 , OAS c1870 

b I ankety-b lank. A euphem Ism for any taboo v1ord or 
expression , 1945, OAS 1953 

b last, A cr1t 1c1sm , a bawl 1ng out; 1945, OAS 1950, 
SUE C 20, nava l 
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bl ind p ig. A spea keasy. an cstabl 1sh~ent where li quor 
1s ill ega ll y sold, a bootlegging operati on, ex US, 1908 
c1920, can t unt il cl929, then sla ng 

blooey. Not operat i ng prope rly , fallen apar t, 1920 , 
DAS 1931, DA 1929, SUE 1942 , ex US 

blow. To fa, 1, to l ose one's chances of success , 1919 , 
DAS c1 920 

bohunc bohunk Bohunk . A rough l ooking character; 1913, 
DAS nd , DA 1927 

booster. A gambler 's or p i tchman ' s assistant who pretends 
t o buy or wi n 1n order to start the rea l buying or 
gambli ng, 1898 , DAS nd, DA 1906, SUE 1909(US ) , coll., 
almost S.E. 

bootl eq-bottle. HOMe- brew 11quor; 11 l ega l and potent 
11 quor , 191 8, DA 1920 

bootleqger . A dea ler 1n, or sel ler of, 1 l l 1c 1t 11quors, 
1912 , DAS nd, co ll., DA 1948 , SUE 1919(US) , now S. E. 

bug. An obsession , an interest , 1911 , DAS 1932 

bugs. Crazy, 1909, DAS 1922, SUE C 20 , ex US, Cdn , 

bug sharp , An entomolog 1st, a natu ral 1st , 1870, DAS c1875, 
DA 1877 

bull -pen . A lounge, a company-ma i ntained dressing or s l eep ing 
room , 1907 (1908), DAS c1935(?), DA 1944 

bu l lpen. A bunkhou se , dressing or sleep i ng room , 1913 
(1958), DAS c l930 , or DAS c1 935 

bun. A dr1n~ 1ng f it , a Jag or spree; 1913, DAS cl 920 , 
DA 1915 

C 

caper . A prank, any spree, 1920, DAS nd, o r DAS c1945 , 
SUE c1920, or SUE - 1851, co l l . 

Ch i nk. Att r 1b . , Ch inese, 1910, DAS 1938 

Ch ippy , the . The sh ip's carpenter; 1945, DAS 1948, SUE= a 
n ickname given to a man named ' Carpenter ' late C 19- 20 , 
military 

chuck 1t , To disca rd a n idea, or plan, to stop doing some­
thing, 1936, DAS 1951, SUE C 20 
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cold turkey. Extreme matter-of- fac t p l ainness , 1910, OA 1916 

counter- Jumper. Store clerk , 1829 , DAS c1835, SUE 183 1, coll., 
(US?) 

cow's breakfast . A straw slouch hat, 1900, SUE C 20, Cdn . 

cut loose. To act or speak wi thout restraint; 1910 , OA 1931, 
co 11 • 

0 

dippy- . Attr1b., crazy ; 1910, DAS 1933, SUE nd 

down and out. Broke; penniless; 1910, OAS 1949, DA 1917, 
or DA 1948 

F 

fade . To leave, go away, 1936, DAS 1949 

fakery. The practice o r product of faking, false o r 
pretended manner s , ideas , or t he like, 1912, DA 1925, coll. 

fanta bulous. Attr1b., fantast ic, exc1t1ng, good ,--from 
'fantastic '+ ' fabu lous ' , 1958, SUE c1961-64 

fi r st base . To be at l east moderately successful, usu. 
used 1n negative contexts ; 1907 , DA 1931 

f looz1e fluz ie. An und 1sc1p l 1ned, prom i scuous, f l 1rtatious, 
1rresponstble gi r l or woman , esp. one out for a good 
t ime and concer ned about l 1v1ng off the generos ity of 
men, 1935, DAS 1942, SUE c1940, ex US 

G 

gate, be g iven the. To be d1sm1ssed f rom one's emp loyment, 
to be fired; 191 9 , DAS 1951, DA 1921 

Gesundheit Gesund act. An eJaculatory good wi sh addressed 
to one who has Just sneezed; 1866(1962) , DA 1909 

ge t 1t off (one ' s) chest . To tell soMeone what 1s botheri ng 
one , to tell what one is th1nk1ng; 1919, SUE C 20 
Australian , coll. by 1930 

get 1t on (someone) . To have an advantage over someone, to 
be successful at someone ' s expense, 1916, DA 1926 

get next to (someone) . To become a confidant of someone, 1n 
order t o secure 1nformat1on; 191 1, DAS 1950 
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go Dutch. Each person 1n the company pays his own way for 
treats or entertainment, 1913, DAS 1914 

good, be careful,-- 1f you can't be. A parting catchphrase 
exhorting one to good behaviour, 1910, SUE c1912 

good head . A ntce guy, an agreeable person, 1945, DAS c1950 

go snacks with you. To be partners with; 1828, SUE 1891 

gr rt Gr rt{s). A member of the liberal Party; the Liberal 
Pa r ty, 1882, SUE 1887 , Cdn. 

gunsel. A tough guy; a gunman, a thug, hoodlum; 1950, 
DAS 1951 

H 

handout(s). Government funds , grants, 1904, DA 1949 , 
DAS nd 

handou t . To give, 1915 , DA 1929 

hasher. Wa i t ress , 1927, DAS 1930 

head . A hangover ; 1909 , DAS c1920 

he ll -ho le. Any unpleasant place, 1909 , DAS 1947 

h igh ball. Approva l, sanc ti on, 1915, DA 1920(?) , SUE c1925, 
Cdn . 

h igh, wrde and handsome . Very successful l y , going a l l ou t, 
1934 , DAS nd, DA 1949, SUE C 20, col l. , Cdn , 

h i t t he ball. To work long and we l l; go at a 11ve l y rate; 
1 925 , DA 1939 

holdup . A r equest for a raise 1n pay, usu. supported by 
imply ing an offer of a better- pay i ng J Ob elsewhere, 1903 , 
DAS 1916, DA 1910 

hor se (something) up. To refuse to do something seriously; 
do somet h ing 1n a Joking manner; 1952, DAS 1954 

hot . Stolen, dangerous because of ,ts being stolen; 1912, 
DAS 1932 , SUE cl925, ex US, Cdn. 

hush-hush. Secret , conf1dent 1al; 1940 , DAS 1950 

hust le. Hur ry; work hard; Aug 8, 1889 , DAS nd, DA Dec 31, 
1889 , SUE nd , co l l. , but S.E . for More than a century 
(-1 861?) 
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J 

Jake. Attr1b., satisfactory; a ll right , approved of ; 1915, 
DAS 1924, DA 1921, SUE C 20(Colon1al 1910(7 ) & US) - -NB. 
Part. 'Und. ' 1914 

Jaw, call (one's). To live on credit, 1885 , SUE c1 890 , 
Cdn . 

Jolt. A drink, esp . of 1 iquor , 1897 , DAS 1920, SUE c1900, 
Cdn. 

Joneses, keep up with the , 
front ; to strive to not 
by one's neighbours, or 
equals, 1923 , DAS 1926, 

K 

To spend money to keep up a 
be outdone socially or f1na nc1ally 
others regarded as one's social 
SUE c1950, col 1. 

k ick. To compla in; 1845 , DAS 1914 

L 

l eather, the , A kick; 1910, DAS 1946, SUE C 20, cant 

like a milli on do l la r s , Extremely ftne , well , 1920, DA 1945, 
co 1 l • 

Lobster-J 19, The spell of duty overlapping the day shift 
(= J 19) and the night shif t , commencing 1n the afternoon 
and f1n 1sh1ng about m1dn1ght , 1913, DA ' lobster' -attr1b , 
1930 

locoed, Attr1b. , crazy, crazed; 1910, DA 1912, DAS nd, 
obs. 

lone- wo l f. Attr 1b. , (of a person) to live without socia l 
contacts, and without r~vea l 1ng one's actlv 1t1es; with 
no c lose friends, 1954 , DAS 'as n, ' 1957 

look crosseyed a t (s0Meth1ng/someone) . To commit the 
smallest fau lt ; to do any tr1v 1a l thing out of the 
ordinary, rega rdless of ,ts wrongness o r ri gh t ness ; 
1 91 8 , DAS 1 9 51 

M 

ma rk . A sucker; an easy v1ct1m, 1835 , DAS 1941, DA 1889, 
SUE 1885, cant 

H(/m) 1ckey M1 ckies m,ck mi ke. An Irishman, the Iri sh people , 
1854 , DAS nd , derog,, SUE 1869(US), ang l, c 1890, more 
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general 1n Canada, Austra l 1a, NZ 

milestone. A huge wave on the ocean; 1945, SUE C 20(1946), 
naval 

muffin . A g 1rl f r1end, 1854, OAS nd, not common, SUE 1856, 
obs., Cdn. 

N 

no-good. A worthless person, 1919, OAS 1951 , coll., 
DA 1924 

noodle . A person's head, 1910, DAS 1929- 30, NB. ' noddle' 
DAS 1905 

nut. An enthusiast about a particular act 1v1ty, 1945, 
DAS 1951 

0 

one-and- only. A person ' s sweetheart; 1926, DAS 1947 

on the house . Free of cha rge ; 1919, DAS 1951, DA 1949, 
co 11 • , SUE C 20, co 11 • 

on the up and up . Honest; fair; leg1t1Mate , on the level; 
c1862(1958), OAS 1930 , DA 1863, coll ., SUE c1919, ex US, 
cant 

p 

p i n (someth i ng) on (someone) . To accuse; to impute a 
wrong- do ing to soneone, 1936, DAS 1939 

plunderbund , A group engaged 1n explo1t1ng the public; 
1906, DA 1914 

pl unk down. To pay money, hand over 1n payment; 1919, DAS 
1934 

primed , to be. Drunk; 1903, DAS c1920 'more common in Eng. 
than 1n US ' 

push. The person 1n charge; a leader; head man , 1904 , 

R 

DAS 1930 = 'foreman' ( l umbercamp), SUE -1 932 = 'foreman' 
( l umbercamp) 

raw deal. Very unfair or harsh, ma l 1c 1ous, or d1scr1m1nat1ng, 
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treatment of a per son or persons, 1910 , DAS 1952, 
SUE c193O US 

real , for, As genutne, authentic, possible, 1912, DAS 
c195O 

real cheese . Any important obJect , (or person) , 1910 , 
DAS 1924 

real McCoy , The genuine a r t icle, or person; anything 
superior, dependable, or greatly 11ked; 1916/1922 (?), 
OAS 1951 , DA 1922, SUE 'McCoy ' nd (US), ex ' Rea l 
McKay ' - 1900, orig . a Scotch phrase 

run a sandy on, To play a t r rck on, to dupe, swindle, 1906, 
DAS 1939 

rush the can , To drink free l y at a ba r or 1n a saloon; 
1905, DA 1930 

s 

shellacking , A defeat , a complete fa il ure , usu. used in 
sports to mean a rout or utter defeat , 1942 , DAS 1952 

shot. A glass of l 1quor, usu . whiskey ; 1901, DAS 1938 , 
SUE nd, US, co ll . 

sk in. To gyp , to swindle, 1910, DAS 1953 , co ll. 

sk in game. A sw i ndle, 1912 , DA 1947, SUE C 20 

snm1ba 11 1 n he 11 , as much chance as, Not much chance at 
a ll , 1904, DAS ' snowball chance' nd, SUE 'as much chance 
as a snowflake 1n hell I c191O , Austral 1an coll, 

sock at to (someone) . To gave at to a per son, 1866(1962), 
SUE ' sock at (to) 1 1890 

soup to nuts, from. Everything, 1931(1957), DA 1938 

sporting Joint , A brothel, 1912 , DAS ' sporting house' 1939, 
DA ' sporting house ' 1946 , SUE ' Joint ' = brothel, 1932 , NZ 
cant 

square , A meal; 1871, DAS 1894, DA 1882 

squa re head, A du l l-w i tted, slo,..1- th1nk1ng person, 1913, 
DAS c1915 

stand-i n , One who takes the place of another, a substitute, 
1910 , OAS nd, DA 1949, SUE c1 925, serv ices ' col 1. 
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stone- Jug . A bank, 1815, SUE C 19 

string with. To stay \11th , to follow someone as a leade r, 
to agree with; to trust, to accept another's dec1s1on, 
op1n1on, or advice, 1910 , DAS ' string along w1th 1 1937, 
SUE ' string a long w1th 1 c1930, ex US , co l l. 

stud. Attr1b., male ; 1912, OAS nd, SUE c1925 

sunny side up . An egg fried on one s ide on l y, so that the 
yolk remains soft; 1910, DAS nd , SUE c1920, Cdn. 

T 

tar out of, knock t he . To defeat soundly; to thrash , 1890, 
DAS 1930(7) DA 1923, SUE c1920 

tie a can on (someone). To d 1sm1ss someone from a Job, to 
f ire a per son , 1942 , DAS 1952 

ti n- horn. A gamb ler, esp . a small - time gamb ler , 1910, DAS 
1945 , DA 1950 , but NB . DA ' tin- horn'= a pretentious 
per son who spends l it tl e, 1885 

t rots. Ha rness racing, 1954 , DAS 1956, SUE C 20 , Austral 1an 
co 11 • 

u 

umpty ump t h. Any unspec 1f 1ed ordinal number of times , usu . 
a l arge number, 1nd1ca t1 ng a repeated act; 1903, 
DAS 1937 

w 

whole shoot ing- match, the. Everything; the whole lot, 1902, 
DAS nd , DA 1946, SUE c1915 
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LI ST { 4) 

CLOSE OR SAHE DATES LIST 

The lex ical items contained ,n this 11st have file dates wh ich 

are the same as the earl 1est recorded date of origin 1n the 

d1ct1onar1es consulted or which a re w1th1n a year or so of that 

date of o r1 g 1n 1n the d1ct 1onar 1es . This 11st 1s tncluded because 

the lexical items may be or1g1nally Canad ianisms as a result of the 

items arising 1n both the US and Canada at or about the same t imes. 

SAMPLE ENTRY: 

AS 

LIST 

B 

l ex ical , tern . Def 1n 1t1on , f il e date , d ict ionaries and 
t he i r dates 

bull. Stup1d1ty, 1ns1ncer 1ty, idle talk, exaggeration, 
lies, and the l ike, 1916, DAS c1915, DA 1939, SUE 
C 20, naval 

beat {one's) gums . To be l oquacious; 1945 , DAS 1945, SUE 
c 1945, ex US 

bull . Stup1d1ty; 1ns1nceri ty, idle talk; exaggerat ion, l ies, 
and the 11ke, 1916, DAS c1915, DA 1939 , SUE C 20, naval 

buncomb buncombe bunkum. Nonsense ; bunk; 1848, DAS nd , 
obs ., DA 1847 , SUE - 1827(US), and c1856 {Eng) , becom ing 
co 11 • 1 n C 19 , and S. E. 1 n C 20 

C 

cau li f l ower ear. An ear so deformed as the resu l t of an 
1nJury , usu. 1n boxing or wrest! 1ng, as to suggest a 
cau l ,flower , 1909 {4 Dec,}, DA 1909 (31 Hay} 

D 

Doll ardom. A place where getti ng money 1s the primary aim 
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of the people, 1853, DA 1852, rare 

doll a r s to doug hnuts, It 1s practically cer tain (def, from 
DA), 1905, DA 1904, SUE= long odds, uncertainty c1920, 
low, coll. 

dump. Any unattractive , cheap. shabby, or wretched house, 
apartment, hotel, thea tre, or t he l Ike; a Joint; 1904, 
DAS 1930, DA 1903, SUE 1932 (tlZ), 1942 (Aust.) 

G 

guff . Empty or foolish talk, ch1d1ng, exaggerated, or 
pompous talk, wr i ting, or th1nk1ng, baloney ; 1890 , 
DAS 1888 , DA 1888 , SUE c1888 (US) 

H 

hound. A person, as 1n ' government hound ' , 1919, SUE 
c1919, slang verg i ng on co ll., of the upper- middle 
clas ses 

J 

J i tney, A ca r , usu, one owned by an 1nd1v idua l , used to 
carry passengers a long a standard route for a small 
fare, 1916, DAS 1924, DA ' Jitney bus' 1915, or DA 1947 

L 

119htn1ng. Inferior whiskey, 1859, DAS c1880 , col 1., 
DA 1858 

M 

mut(t) . A stupid person, a person easily disl lked, 1910, 
DAS 1910, obs, by c1940, SUE 1910 (US), DA 1910 

p 

p lank . To pay, to put up money; 1825, DAS 1824, DA 1824, 
SUE 1824 (US) 

R 

r tpstaver . A person or thing regarded as marked l y super ior 
or str 1k1ng , 1833, DA 1833 
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s 

sk1doo. A humorous nonsense word to attract attention or to 
attest to the speaker's being modern and wise; 1904 
(4 Aug) , DAS 1905, DA 1904 (31 Jan), SUE 1907 

soda Jerk. A person , usu . a youth, who prepares and dispenses 
refreshments at a soda fountain; 1950 , DAS 1949, coll., 
DA 1949 

spi ll the beans. To revea l a secret inadvertently; to spoil 
a plan or the 11ke by saying the wrong thing; 1919, DAS 
c1920, coll., DA 1919, SUE nd (US} 

spl ,t. A d1v1s 1on of profits; 1919, SUE -1 919, low 

T 

tangle-leg. Li quor, esp . cheap whiskey, (n., attr lb.); 
1860, OAS c1860, obs., DA 1861 

two-spot. A two-dollar bill; 1905, DAS nd., DA 1904 
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LIST (5) 

NO DATE GIVEN LIST 

This 11st contains items which exist 1n only one of the d1ct1onar1es 

consulted, and which do not have a date of or191n given 1n that 

d1ct1onary. The only availab l e date of or191n for the item 1s the one 

wh ich exists 1n the files . Therefore 1t 1s a matter of doubt as to 

v1h1ch may be the earl 1est instance of the item , the d1ct 1onary c i te, or 

the f ile cite, consequentl y the item may be a Canad1an1sm. 

SAMPLE ENTRY· 

AS 

LI ST 

A 

lexical item. Def1n1t1on, file date , d1ct1onary with 
no date 

buddy up with. To combine resources , 1936, DAS 

a lchy a l k1 . A drunkard ; an a lcohol ,c, 1962, DAS 

alfalfa. 14h 1skers; a beard, 1919, DAS dial . 

angle. That part of a plan , action, or scheme from wh ich 
a person hopes to prof i t or benefit; 1955 , DAS 

ass-backwards. Wrong, confused, 1968, DAS taboo 

B 

base, off . Desc r1 pt1ve of an unfounded statement or a person 
who ut ters such a statement, 1954, DAS 

bash. Any exc 1t1ng, memorable party , 1959, DAS 

bat . A gossipy or mean old woman; a shrew, 1910, DAS, co ll. , 
(Part • 'U nd • 1 181 P) 

bear, loaded for. Angry , ready for a fight , 1897 , DAS , (but 
DAS= drunk, 1896), obs. and dial. 



bell y laugh. A deep, loud , l ong , un 1nh1b1ted l augh, 1956 (1 960) , 
DAS co 11 . 

belt . To hrt a blow with t he frst, 1962 , DAS co l I . 

big hole the arr . ' b ig hole ', n. , The low gear of a truck 
or an auto~ob1le , 1942, DAS, (fil e has the verba l fo rm 
of the noun= to gea r down a vehi c l e to Its low gea r) 

bl ock of f, knock (someone ' s). To hit someone very hard , to 
knock someone unconscious, to give so~eone a severe 
phys ica l beat ing, 1923 , OAS 

blow-in. A spree ; 1912, DAS 

boffo. A loud laugh , 1959, DAS 

bras s . Executives , a n off1 c1a l, off 1c 1als , influenti a l 
people, per sons rn authority, 1955 , DAS 

buddy-buddy. Attr 1b. , too fri end ly, presuming; 1963, DAS 

buddy up (w i th). To comb ine resources, 1936, OAS 

bug . A bacterium; a germ or microbe or vi rus , any micro­
organ ism , 1953 , DAS col 1. 

bu ll -headed . Att rrb., stubborn, 1856, DAS co l l . 

butterball. Any plump person , 1959, DAS 

C 

catch 1t (1n the ear). To r eceive a complaint, ~trong 
cr1t1c1sm, a bawl rng out, puni shment, or the l ike , 
1 963, DAS co 11 • 

Commy Commie commie . A member of t he Co~mun1st pa r ty or 
the 1nterna t1 onal Commun ist movement, a Communi st , a 
Commun ist sympath izer , 1959 , DAS coll. 

C(/c )owboy . A ktng 1n a deck of playing cards; 1964, DAS 

crock . A bottle of l 1quor; 1943, DAS 

D 

dead . Attr1b. , complete ly , entirely , as i n 'dead broke '= 
entire ly wi thout f unds , ' dead out ' = complete ly f inished 
(referring to one ' s l uck, fortunes , etc . ), 1903(1 913), 
DAS col I . 
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deader. A dead person, a person tn such serious trouble that 
he would be better off dead, 1913, DAS 

d tng. To beg, esp. fro~ passersby on a street, 1959, DAS 

d-0 (one) up. To beat up a person , 1825, DAS 

dope. A pred1ct1on made from evaluating all the facts , 
gossip or news, 1910, DAS 

double In brass . To do any t\.JO d I ff erent k Inds of work; 
to be able to do more than one thing \1el l , 1955, DAS 

drifter. A vagabond; a wa nderer, a person without a steady 
Job, occupation, or permanent address, 1911, DAS 

drop. An ostensibly respectable place of business used as 
a cover for t llegal business or as a h 1d 1ng place for 
stolen goods or contraband, or as a p lace for the sale 
of stolen goods, 1963, DAS 

E 

emcee. A master of ceremon1es--a spell 1ng of the letters 1n 
the abbr, 'M.c. 1

:- 1962, DAS 

F 

f lubdubbery. Nonsense, bunk, 1936, DAS 

foofaraw. A l oud disturbance or 1nterrupt1on ; a commotion, 
1 960, OAS d I al • 

footsie. Frg., any instance of friendly or Intimate act ion, 
esp. as 1n courting bus iness favours or to atone for 
past unacceptable behaviour, 1959, DAS 

frank. A frankfurter, a we1ner; 1957, DAS coll . 

funny house, An insane asylum, 1963, DAS 

G 

gang up (on). To unite against someone, as ,n a fight, 
argument, or the 1 tke, 1945, DAS co ll. 

geek. A degenerate, one who wil l do anything , however dis­
gust Ing , 1 n order to sat I sfy or get money to sat I sfy 
degenerate desires, (often used fig., as an insu lt) , 
1959, DAS 
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goop . Any sticky or greasy 11qu1d, such as a chocolate 
syrup, or mud; 1951, DAS 

go overboard . To go on a spree, to be who leheartedly and 
perhaps 1rrat1ona ll y 1n favour of, 1954, DAS 

go places. To be successful, to have a successful career, 
1956, DAS 

go to town (on). To respond (to), perfor~; plan o r wo r k 
without restraint o r qua! 1f 1cat1on, 1959, DAS 

green I 1ght. Approval; perm1ss1on to proceed, a go- ahead 
s 1gn, 1955, DAS 

grunt and g roaner. A wrestler, (from the excessive facial 
grimaces and groans from the wrestlers to increase 
the populari ty of wrest! 1ng with their fans) ; 1950, DAS 

H 

ham and . An order of ham and eggs ; 1896, DAS 

hard-sell. The act or an instance of sell 1ng or adver ti s ing 
merchandise 1n an aggress ive , loud, unpleasant 1\lay; an 
aggressive p i tch, 1959, DAS 

hash foundry. A cheap restaurant ; a char i tab l e i nstitution 
t ha t prov ides free meal s to the destitute; 1919, DAS 

have 1t made . To be assured of success at or ,n something, 
esp. without f urthe r work; 1958 , DAS 

heis t . To stea l, to t ake by robbing; 1959, DAS 

heister. A hold- up man , a professiona l robber , 1959, DAS 

he l l to pay. A severe punishment, penalty, or bawl 1ng out , 
1919, OAS 

hogger. A railroad engineer, 1961, DAS 

hole 1n the (/one's) head). A mythical symptom of stup idity ; 
1921, DAS 

home free. Assured of success or w1nn1ng, having such a 
large advantage , or lead 1n a contest, that one is sure 
to succeed or wi n, 1959, DAS 

hotbed. A place or r egion that fig. produces, breeds, raises , 
or she l ters many creatures of a spec 1f1c type, for example, 
trou t 1n a deep pool, people 1n a defined geog r aphical 
area, 1963 , DAS 
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J 

Joker . That wh ich gives one an unfair chance, that which 
makes a task or plan 1~poss1b le or d1ff1cu lt to achieve , 
11terally, the small pea used by a gamb ler 1n t he shell 
game; 1881, DAS 

Joy-Juice. Liquor , 1909, DAS 

K 

kick around. To discuss , consider, or med i tate on a topic, 
proposal, or plan ; 1958 , DAS 

k il l-Joy. A gloomy person ; one whose actions o r remarks 
depr ive others of pleasu re, a pess1m1st, 1957, DAS coll. 

k i ss- off. Death; the fatal end of an adventure, or manoeuvre; 
1928 , OAS 

kooky. Attr1b. , crazy; odd , eccentric, 1959, DAS 

L 

laying off lay off. Of a bookmaker, or gamb ler, the g1v1ng 
of , (o r t o give) , part of a bet to another bookmaker , or 
gambler, t o reduce his rotent ra l losses , 1964, DAS 

loaded f o r bear . Ang ry; prepared to expose or ruin someone ' s 
reputat ion; ready for a fight; 1958, DAS 

long-hai red. Fig., intel lectua l , h ighbrow; eccentric, fa r­
out , 1936 , DAS 

l ushed up . Attr1b . , Drunk, 1928, DAS 

M 

ma 1nl1ner . A drug addict who takes his narcotics by intra­
venous 1n1ect1on; 1963, DAS 

make . To atta in success, fame, money, or the l 1ke, as in 
'make the pr ice of a meal'; 1961, DAS 

Mo l ly Hogan. Any comp li cated or puzzling thing, mainly 
confined t o logg i ng ; a mythical person who rece ives the 
b l ame for some puzzl 1ng or unfortunate occurence, such 
as a man fall ,ng off a log, 1966, DAS 

mon . Money; 1910, DAS 
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N 

Newf1e, A person from Newfoundland , a Newfoundlander; 
1962, OAS 

n1ght1ngale. An informer, one who squeals to the 
author1t1es ; 1963, DAS 

no-account . Attr I b., worth 1 ess, untrust\torthy, 1 rrespons i b 1 e, 
191 2, DAS 

nogoodn1k. A worthless person, 1959, DAS 

0 

once over l 1ghtly. Cursorily, quickly, of a topic: treated 
1n a li ght manner , not profound ,n thought, not treated 
,n gr eat depth; 1957, DAS 

on the nose. Correct, right, exact; 1959, DAS 

ornery. Attr,b., Unp leasant, bad-tempered, intractable; 
acc., ordinary; 1903, DAS 

p 

paste. To strike someone a hard blow with the fist; 1952, 
DAS, (SUE has 'paste', v., = to thrash, implied in 
1851, (Mayhew)) 

patsy. A weak or cowardly man; 1963, DAS 

patsy. The per son who 1s given the blame for any crime or 
d1ff 1cult s1tuat1on, esp. by others who were actually 
involved, a scapegoat; 1967, DAS 

phoney-man, A peddler, street vendor, or auctioneer of 
cheap or im1tat1on Jewe l ery; a swindler, or con-man ; 
1927, OAS 

p lay. A role of leadership or authority, control of a 
s1tuat1on , the situation 1n one's life where one feels 
most comfortable and at ease, 191 0, DAS 

plow-Jockey. A farmer, l ,t., a man who works with a plow; 
a rustic, 1959, DAS 

pot\-101 loper . One who washes pots; more general ,zed riean1ng 
of a domestic, 1902, OAS 

puke. Fig., any obJect, person or situation t hat 1s terribly 
1nfer 1or, obnoxious, ugly, o r d1sl1ked ; 1912, OAS 

107 



put on. To act affected ly, to conduct oneself ostentatiously, 
to put on airs; 1909 , OAS 

R 

redhorse. Corned or pickled beef; 1964, OAS 

roller. One who robs men who are drunk; 1923, OAS 

rope. To gain the confidence of a per son, or pose as a 
friend, in order to deceive, trick, cheat, or swindle; 
1960, DAS 

roughle. A working man 1n a c i rcus; a circus labourer; 
one who assembles and knocks down t he carni val shows; 
1958, DAS 

s 

sa lty. At t r i b., audacious , daring; 1955, DAS 

scared stiff. Fri ghtened greatly, literally, to death; 
1910, SUE 'US' 

scratch. A horse that has been withdrawn from a race after 
midnight of the night before the race--the withdrawn 
horse's name usuall y 1s listed on a ' scratch sheet'; 
1964 , DAS 

seat-of-the-pants, (by the). By instinct; in aviation, a 
pi lot who f lies his route by a combination of instinct and 
thorough knowledge of the countryside over which he is 
flying, perhaps mixed with a l ittle bit of luck; 1967, 
OAS 

seat of (one's/someone's) pants, (by t he) . See preced ing 
entry for def inition; 1967, OAS 

sitt ing duck. Lit., and f ig ., an easy target, as for scandal, 
danger , o r t he l ike; f ig ., an easy mark; 1960 , OAS 

sk in head. A bald man; 1962, OAS 

smakaroo. A dollar; 1964, DAS 

smart money. Money bet or invested by those In the know, 
or by influential or wealthy peop le who a re supposedly 
in a position to know that thei r bet or Investment will 
be profitab le; 1959, DAS 
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snoose . A potent, mo Is t snuff, 1 t Is usu . chewed or sucked , 
rather than snuffed, 1 Snoose 1 1s a specif. brand name of 
one such snuff, 1963, DAS 

sonofab1tc h. A despicable man, sometimes, t hough ra r ely , a 
v,oman, 1954 , DAS taboo 

sou r app l es , fo r. Unsuccessfully , poor l y; as 1n ' He can ' t 
talk French for sour apples 1 = he speaks French poor l y; 
usu . used a l one or 1n several phrases 1nd1cat1ng 
1ncredu l 1ty or l ack of faith 1n another' s ab 1l 1ty ; 1903, 
DAS 

sozzl e . To render mo i st , 1923 , SUE 'US ' 

squeaker. A c lose resu l t , as 1n a game v~n by a small ma rgin; 
1957, DAS 

stanza . Any un i t of time o r act ion , esp. 1n sports a round 
of a pri ze f ight, an 1nn1ng of a baseball game, a qua r ter 
of a footba ll game, a period of a hockey game; 1955, DAS 

Sunday d ri ver . A poor automob il e dr iver , one v1ho d r ives 
unce r ta in ly and e rrat ica ll y, as one \/ho dr ives ve ry seldom , 
fo r examp l e on l y on Sundays , 1964 , DAS 

T 

t h i nk- tank, The brain ; 1964, DAS 

tub. A sh ip o r boa t ; 1921, DAS 

Tur k. A s t rong man ; a la rge, st rong , energetic, overbear i ng 
man , a man qu ickly aroused to anger ; a stubborn man, 
one ha rd to deal with, 1883 , DAS 

'y/ 

weirdo . A we ird per son , an eccent ri c, o r unusual person, 
1963 , DAS 

wh1ngd 1nger . An un1 nh i b1 ted , bo i sterous celebrat io n; 1959 , 
DAS 

y 

ya rdbull . A ra i l road gua rd or detective assigned to duty 
in a f re ight ya rd , 1955 , DAS 

ya t ter. To talk loquacious l y or inanely, 1962, DAS 
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1 l 0 

LIST (6) 

FI LE ITEt--5 NOIIEX I STENT I N CONSUL TED SOURCES 

This l 1st 1s composed of al l wor ds a nd expressions wh ich exist 1n 

the f il es, but which do not exist 1n any of the t hree dlct1ona r1es 

consu l ted (DA, DAS, SUE), or which exi st in one of the d1ct1ona r 1es wi th 

a sl 1ghtly d i fferent mean ing to the item 1n the fil es , o r wh ich ex ist 

1n one of the d1ct1ona r1es 1n comb1nat1 on with anothe r word a nd with 

the same meani ng. Some of these words may also exist 1n d1ct1ona r1es 

other than the three consulted . In t h i s case, the d ictiona ry 1s no ted 

with its 1nformat1on. 

The semantic 1nforma t1 on conta i ned 1n this 11 st may or may not be 

correct , but 1t 1s based on 1nformat 1on g iven In the quote conta 1n1ng 

the word, and where the 1nformat 1on 1n the quote i s not suff 1c1 ent to 

confirm a semant ic 1nterpretat 1on, this 1s noted by t he use of a 1 ? 1 

1n the sema ntic part of the l ex ical entry. Any item not exp l1 c1tly 

def ined 1n th~ quote has been g iven a def 1n1t 1on based on the 

1nformat 1on, context, and so on, of t he quote a s much as poss ib le. 

SAMPLE ENTRY • 

AS: 

LI ST 

A 

l ex ica l item . Def 1n1t1on , fr l e date, any d ictiona ries ' 
dates 

staky , Att r 1b-. wel 1-off, rich, as 1n ' he was never 
ve r y staky ' = he was never t oo ri ch, 1919 

ad man adman. A man emp loyed ,n the adve rti si ng business , 1960 



a i tch . Euph. fo r '!2,e ll ' , 1951 

"al l for George" boys. The regular forces 1n \/W2; 1945 

al low. To admit, acknowledge a fact, or the 11ke; 1919 

amour. One 's sweetheart, g1rlfr1end; 1963 

Ananias. To 11e; 1889 , but DA 1888 as n. '11 ar 1 

annex. Outhouses, 1956 

answer bac k. To sass, to speak fl 1ppant ly to someone, 
1902 

arbitrator. Dice; 1962 

Armstrong Ho is t. A hand-operated windlass , 1922 

armstrong route. ( In canoeing) to paddle a boat rather 
than use a motor; 1920, but DAS ' armstrong' = at tr1b,, 
operated by hand, requ 1r1 ng musc l e power (said of too ls 
and machinery), nd 

around, have been . To know something of 1 ife, to be 
experi enced, 1945 

arty- far t y. Attr1 b. , ostentatious (?); derogatory; 1960 

as all he ll. Adverb , extremely, as in 1 1 was t ired as a ll 
hell.'= I was extremely t ired ., 1964 

ass-busting. Attr1 b. , difficult, hard, 1960 

away up. ?, 1962 

B 

baby breath blast ing. Blasting with care not to damage 
the surround i ng areas, 1947 

baby sprinkler. A euph . fo r a Bs- er , 1924(1933) 

backbite . To argue strenuously, to conduct a contest \-11th 
lots of name call 1ng (usu. associated with pol 1t1cs); 
191 7 

back- end . (Drugs) the person who cuts the drugs with 
sugar or milk to he l p the profit along , 1954 

back-end. (Gambling) the person who actually makes book, 
--the t e rm 1s bor r m-1ed from drug terminology, 1964 
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bagosh. A sol. for ' by gosh! 1 ; 1899, d ,al.{?) 

bat I out of, To Jump f roM a car, 1960 

baldheaded Mackinaw, by the. An oath=?; 1934 

baled hay. Tobacco or cigars with wh ich a sMoker has 
become d1ssat1sf 1ed, or the ' trash ' that someone else 
smokes , 191 3 

ball , carry the. To act as messenger or leader, 1958 , 
but 1n Webster ' s 3rd 

bamboo sl 1de , on the . Attrtb., down and out, in someone's 
bad books, 1953 

bang. A drinking spree; 1963 

bangles. Handcuffs, 1919 

bash(1ng}. Dr1nk(ing), 1957 

bash . To shoot, 1964 

bean-headed. At t r 1b., crazy, 1919 

beat, Attr1b., broke, penniless, 1935 

beat t he can off. To physica ll y beat up a person, 1942 

beef parade. A protest march ; 1955 

beer, A po l iceman, 1909 

beJeepers . Euph. for 'by Jesus'; 1959 

belly l augh ing. Att r 1b., funny ; 1958 

be lly red, ?; 1955 

belt, close to the. Ca refu ll y; 1955 

berries, the clear . Attr i b., good stuff; 1962 

b t ff. A strong push, 1903, but DA= a b low, a punch--1904 

btff. A mistake, 1909 

b1ff . A toilet , 1963 

big Auger. A b ig shot , an important person; 1953 

Big Dipper . Cheap potent rum, Nf ld,; 1965 
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big shot1sm . A pretence of importance, 1957 

b1l1ary (/b1bulary) calculus . Overdr1nk1ng , 1870(1963) 

Btll(y) - be-damned , li ke. (Of something) done \-.'ell, 1954 

billy- ho. The devi l, 1962 

bingo. Cheap wine; 1963 , but SUE= sp 1ri tous 11 quor, esp. 
brandy--C 17-1 8 , cant , becom ing slang C 19 , no\-1 obs. 

bingo . A prison riot, 1965 

b1tch 1ng . Comp l a 1n1ng ; 1963 

b itching-post. A comp laints department 1n a store, office 
o r the I 1ke; 1961 

black- ba lled. Attr ib ., t hro~-1n out of. eJected from , 
dismissed; 1960 

black-beaned . Same ~ean 1ng as 1n preceding entry ; 1925 

blackJack. A swarthy person , 1962 

Black Monks . ? ; 1955 

blast-off . A tant r um , flare-up, outburst ; 1963 

blaze-belly . Liquor; 1953 

bleatn1k. A teenager who consta ntly listens t o his trans i s t or 
rad 10, 1964 

bl eed freely . To talk , confess, 1825 , but Part. 'Und. ' 1666 

bloop. To fa ,1, to do poor ly, 1958 

blow over . (Of a pr ed icament , scanda l, o r the 11 ke) to 
pass into t he forgot ten past , out of memory; 1903 

blow- up. A sudden increase tn t he value of a COMpany's 
stock, 1956 

blue. Attrib., unfavourable; 1912, but SOD c1600 

Bl ueboy . A per son wi th a JOb and soc ial stab1l1ty during 
the Depr ess ion, 1955 

blue- Jo int. Wh i skey, 1962 

bl ue shr ieks. Adverb, fiercely, hard; 1912 
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boar's nest. A filthy room , from--a pigsty, 1964 

boche . A French Canad1an 1 s name for an English Canadian, 
1919 

bohunk. A pro- Germany sympath izer 1n \./\./2 ; 1959 

bo i ler room. An investment brokerage, 1959, but in 
\/ebs ter I s 3rd 

boiler shop , Attr 1b., the Method of telephone soli citing 
for buyers of secur 1t1es , 1952 

boll 1x . Confusion, hassle; 1963, but DAS ' bol l 1xed up 1 = 
confused, mixed- up--1937 

bomb. To drive nowhere 1n particu la r; esp , 1n phrase to 
'bomb around ', 1964 

bomb , To fa il miserably , 1968 

bone. A mistake, a boner; 1924 

bone, to the. Adverb, completely, 1919 

bones , ro l l ing the . Playing d ice; 1938 

bone- shaker . A saddle, 1922 

boob. A mistake , 1958 

boondocks . The outer extremeties of an area, for example, 
the distant parking places 1n a large parking lot, 
1963 

bootlegger. Attr1b. , Illegal; 1960 

booze c ru i se , ? ; 1961 

booze- f 1ght1ng show. A saloon; 1943 

boozereno. Booze, 11 quor; 1896 

booze runner . A rum- runner, an illegal exporter of 
whiskey; 191 9 

bored out. Attr1b,, tired , worn out; 1922 

boss . The best of something , as 1n 1 Th1s party rs the 
boss.' = This party 1s the best I 1 ve seen in a l ong 
t ime. , 1889 

bottom, the. An account (of what one owes) 1 n Illegal 
gamb l Ing, 1964 
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boxes, on the. (Narcotics) ?, 1955 

boy! An expletive showing surpr i se, pleasure, 1942 

boy. A guy, a fellow, 1910, but OED 1866 •us • 

boy. A miner, 1955 

boy- 0 1 - boy ! An exp letive showing surprise , 1961 

boys 1n blue. The city pol tee, 1963 

brass1e . A brassiere (bra); 1928 

brass-pound ing. The operation of a telegraph key; 1954 

break up . To cause to laugh , 1959 

brew. Home-made bee r, 1929 

brewpot . A container fo r home-made beer, 1951 

broker. Att r ,b., ?, 1955 

* bronc(h) o. An Eng l 1shman who st, 11 cl tngs to Old- Country 
manners and speech; so ca l led because he requi res some 
11br eak1ng- 1n11 

- When 11broken-1 n11
, he may be descr i bed 

as an 11 lr;,proved Br1t1sher 11
, 1918, but 1n Sandiland, 1912 

brothel s iren. A prost i tute, or pimp , procurer for a brothel; 
1883 

bubble- wate r . Champagne; 1910, but DAS 1 bubb l y 1--Br i tish 
WWI s lang 

buck- brand . Merchandise selling for one dollar; 1906 

bucket (down) . To trave l , esp . fast , 1942 

bug. Tubercu l os is, 1919 

bug- li st. A 11 st of people to work on pest control; 1955 

' bug ' wi ng. The sect ion of a prison where mental prisoners 
are kept , 1932 

bugger a round. To behave 1n an aimless manner , 1955 

bu l l bucker. The lead hand, foreman of bucking (logging slang); 
1919 

bul 1 con. A euph. for 1 bul l shit'; 1910, but Part, 'Und , 1 

1930 
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bu ll-horrors. A fear of pol ice; hoboes' (?); 1955 

bull pen. The backbench area in politics; 1964 

bullee. A t ype of tinned meat , --from 'bul l y beef'; 
1850, but SOD 'bully ' as 1n ' bu lly beef' --1 883 

bulling. Attrib., tough; 1963 

Bull's Ball. A stag party; 1888(1890) 

bum- boy. A follower, one easily swayed by another; 1965 

bumfousul. To fool, dupe someone; 1906 

bundle. Twenty-five capsules of heroi n; 1960 

bung. To bang, to hit against; 1958 

bunk. A cell in a pol ice s tation; 1889(1964) 

burn. To eat; 1960 

bush-rat. (A transferred meaning) a no-good per son ; de rogatory, 
1936 

bush-scythe. A razor; 1927 

bust. To stop, to break up something; 1919 

bust (someone) one. To hit someone, 1951 

bust!, --- or . To succeed a t something no matter what the 
cost, or suffer the consequences of defeat; 1910 

bust through. To enter forcefully; 1927 

buster. Attr,b., a euph . for 1 he11'; 1917 

bust1f1cated. Attr1b., broken; 1913 

butt. To extinguish a cigarette, or cigar; 1962 

buzzard-head. A stupid an imal; 1962 

by gum. An expression of surprise or delight; 1878 

by hok(e)y. A euph. interJ ect1on for ' by God'; 1824 

by J acquers! A euph . interJection for 'by God'; 1835(1837) 

C 

caboosh, (whole). The lot, everyth ing; 1948 
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cal1co- sn1pper . A dressmaker, 1910 

call. Turn, as 1n 'I t ' s My call. 1 = It's my turn (to 
do something), 1910 

call the shot. To dictate pol icy , 1957 

can. To defamate , to adversely cr1t1c1ze, 1915 

can, give (someone) the . To fire someone from his Job ; 
1943 

canary. Attr 1b., fearful, cowardly, 1908 

cancan. A euph. for 'bull shit ', nonsense, 1895 

caper. A field of interest (7 ) ; 1959 

care a sou, not to. To be d1s1nterested 1n someth i ng, euph. 
for ' not to give a daMn'; 1899 

~ Caribou. A mixture of pure alcohol and cheap port wine; 
1964 

cass . A euph . for 'ar se', 191 8 

cat . Property considered unl 1kely to produce ore; 1912 

catcher. (Gamb l 1ng) the person who wr ites down the par1 -
mutual r esu lts passed to h im by the ' pitcher '; 1964 
(see also ' p i tcher ' and ' peek operator ' ) 

catch wit h (one's) pants down. To be taken by surprise, 
to be unprepared; 1960 

caval 1er 10. A man; 1912 

cavalry casino. A horse race; 1968 

cart. Certainly; 1909 

chaffy. Anyt h i ng worthless; Eastern Rock ies ' use (Alberta), 
1962, but OED 1594, fig. 

cheap affair. A lowly person , derogatory, 1919 

cherry-pi cking . The process of crane loading of logs ; 
logging; 1966 

chestnut (argument). An argument used too often; 1895 

chew on . To ponder over something, to think about ; 1944 

11 7 



* ch1cam1n. Money, from Chinook Jargon; 1927 

chicken. To inform to pol ice, to get scared; 1963 

chicken. A person, a fellow; 1887, but DA• chum, friend--
1888 

chicken crap show. A no-good outfit, a poor group; 1942 

chipper. A prostitute; 1958 

chipper up. To cheer up; 1909, but OED 1873 •us• 

chapping. (Narcotics) 7; 1960 

~ chippy. A hockey player with a chip on his shoulder; 1960 

~ Ch1rper. A Britisher; 1965 

chop, the. A dismissal from one's job, a firing; 1959 

chrisely. Attrib., euph. for 1 Chr1stl y 1
; 1955 

Christmas month. December; 1955 

chucks, be worth. To be without value, worth nothing; 1883 

Cincinnati chicken. Pork; 1962 

city bust. A trip into the city; rural use(?) ; 1958 

clamjamfry. 7; 1925 

clean out. To ransack something; 1860 

clear dope. The real thing, something genui ne; 1910 

climb a tree. (Of a person) to be lynched; 1910 

clip. A fine, a t icket (for breaking the law); 1898 

c1 ipperino. 7; 1952 

coin-op. A coin-operated l aundry facility; 1960 

coketail party. A teenager-style cocktail party, with soft 
drinks; 1965 

cold , (stopped). (Stopped) completely; 1959, but DA 'turn 
down cold'= to completely refuse--1905 

cold-deck. To make someone a loser; 1919 

cole-slaw. Euph. for 1 bul l shit'; 1961 
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collard with, be, To be stuck with, to be left with the 
work or respons1b1ltty; 1963 

comeback money. Bets Made on the favoured horse 1n a race 
to bring down the odds and the payoff , 1964 

cook of the mess. The cook on a ship; RCN; 1945 

cooler. The penalty box, hockey; 1955 

cool off. A cr1M1nal 's hide- out; 1964 

cornba l l. Attr1b., crazy, zany; 1959 

cotton hat, not to give a . Not to care, t o be d1s1nterested 
1n, 1889 

country Jack. A country person , a rube, 1908, but DA 
•country J ake' 1884 

country Jockey. A rancher, farmer, 1830 

cowboy . To drive reckless l y, 1959 

Cowtowner, A native of Ca lgary, Alberta; 1963 

coyote. ?, synonymous wi th 1 shavetall', 1g1ffin 1
, 'rooster' , 

' p1eb1ter ', 'r 1ngtalled snorter ' , 1900 

Crack 1ty! An 1nterJect 1on and euph. for 'C hrist !'; 1946 

c razy as a coot, Attr1b, , crazy, mentally deficient , 1956 

crazy as a cut cat. Same def . as 1n preceding entry; 1960 

crazy as hel l 1n a frost, Same def. as 1n preceding entry, 
1956 

crib-sucker. A derogatory name for a horse(?); 1924(1933) 

cr ime sheet . A person ' s personal record f1 le; RCN, 1954 

crimp. A press-gang agent, 1883 , but 1n Webster's 3rd, and 
Part. ' Und .' 1931 

crimps to, put the. To stop, to d1m1n1sh the activity of, 
1955 

cruise the drag. To drive up and down the marn street 
(look ing for girls), 1966 

crush. A ha t , esp. a top hat, 1887, but 1n Webster ' s 3rd 
as 'crush hat' 
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cuffer . A tall tale , a highly improbab l e story; 1937 

curbstoner, A real estate salesma n working without a home 
office ; 1890, but DA 'curbstone broker ' 1848, 'curb­
stone operator ' 1861, 'curbstone agent ' 1884 ; and SUE 
' curbstone broker' c1865 

curve, A person's habit, his way of doing things; 1910 

curve off . To go away; 1912 

cut a swell. To make an 1mpress1on, to appear to be 
important; 1829 (Contrast 'cut no figure ' ) 

cut country. To ta ke a shortcut across country, to not 
travel by the main route, 1963 

cut no figure. To make no 1mpress 1on, to be unimpressive; 
1912 

cut out for, be. To be able to accompl ish a t a sk, to be 
matched t o the task set fo r one to do, 1915 

cut the buck. To be worth what another person thinks you 
are, to ' cut t he musta rd ', 1958(1960) 

cut the crooked stick. To do something ill ega l, to l ive 
outside the law; 1853 , but DA, DAS 'crooked stick'= 
a dishonest person-- 1848 

D 

damn all! Toh--- wit h everyth ing; 1936 

dash . To run, hurry on an e rrand , 1954 

dead Indian. 7; 1957 

dead-panned. Attr 1b., 7; 1964 

dead soldier. A nonce word(?) , an old TV sho~" ; 1963 

deadwood. The discards 1n a card game, 1903(1913) 

deezy-wheez les . 7; 1939 

de- Ju1c1ng . The reMoval of sta tic elec tr1c1ty f ron Meta l 
obJects- - fror, "Juice"= electr1c1ty , 1955 

devil with, be a. To be exceptionally adept at handling 
someone, 1915 

devil for, be a . To be enthus1ast1c fo r, 1923 

120 



dew1e. a dew-worm, (used for f1sh1ng?); 1971 

dibble. Refers to a particular method of f1sh1ng ; 1960 

d1bby dab. A type of person, not comp l tmentary, 1945 

d1b 1n. To invest, to share the cost of something by 
severa l people contr1but1ng to the total cost; 1963 

Dick- and-Harry. Attr1b,, cOMnon; 1944 

dictator. A gun , revolver; 1919 

dido. A frivolous article of clothing, something sho1,1y, 
1836 , Webster' s 3rd nd 

D1ef . John Diefenbaker, leader of the Progress ive 
Conservative Party and Prime Mini ster of Canada, 
1957-1 962, 1962 

Diefenbaker. Government surplus canned por k, a staple 
handou t 1n western Canada missions, 1961 

.. 

Diefenbaker French. A type of spoken French used by Eng l 1sh­
speaking people 1n Canada, characteri zed by English 
stress, 1n tonat1on, pronunc1at1on, etc. , so- called 
because John Diefenbaker (PM of Canada) used this type 
of French when he was addressing French- Canad ian 
aud I enc es; 1 963 

D1efenbunker. A smal l fam1ly- s1ze bomb she l ter reccommended 
by PM John D1efenbaker--a blend of 'D1efen(baker) 1 and 
1 bunker', 1964 

D1efendollar. An 1m1tat1on banknote supposedly worth 92½ 
cents, 1t was circulated by the Liberals 1n their 1962 
federal election campaign , and intended to discredit 
and ridicu l e John Diefenbaker and the Progressive 
Conservat ives for t hetr government ' s devaluation of the 
Canadian dol l ar by 7½% as compared to the US dol l ar at 
1 OC%; 1963 

d ig. To work hard at the game one ts playing ; in hockey, to 
check hard, to try to ga in possession of the puck and 
try to win; 1962 

di gger. A player 1,1ho works hard throughout the game 
(hockey) , 1963 

d ig-up. To ' ra ise the wind ' (?); 1962 

d i nged, Euph. for 1 darrned 1
; 1918 

d1ng-gasted . Attr1b ,, euph. for 'damned 1 ; 1913 
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dip. A pocket; 1910 

dip. A salty yarn; 1945 

dippy- house. A mental inst1tut1on; 1910 

d1psy doodling d 1psey doodling. Attr1b. , refers to a type 
of skating and puck handling 1n hockey , whereby the 
hockey player carries the puck with his stick first on 
one side of him, then on the other, whi le weaving around 
oppos1t1on players; 1955 

dodgasted. Euph, for 'god-damned'; 1918 

dog from every town, a. In cards, esp . poker, it refers to 
having been dea l t a hand of cards 1n which none match-­
all are different and not ab le to be matched up-- in 
this case the player withdraws from the hand; 1964 

doghouse. A workman's changing room; 1957, Webster' s 3rd nd 

do-gooder . Att r1 b., refer s to people who Invariably Interfere 
1n others ' l ives and try to change them for the ' good' ; 
1962 

do up. To cheat, to get the better of someone; 1911 

do1n's doings . Events, happenings; 1921 

doozer . Saneth ing that 1s exceedingly fine In qual i ty; 
something that is extraordinary, either for the good 
or the bad; 1966 

dopey. A user of dope (drugs); 1950 

double harness, 1n. Attrib., married; 1937 

doughbaby. A dollar; 1915 

doughface. A softy, a coward; 1863 

dough-nut . A dumpling, used 1n restaurant language; 1962 

douk. A Doukhobor-member of a religious sect of 
immigrants who settled in the B.C. interior; 1897 

Douky. A Doukhobor; 1959 

down on (one's) luck. Extremel y unlucky; in a depressing 
state of mind when nothing one does seems to work out 
t o one's benefit; 1903 

D.P. A d i splaced person; a person forced out of his country 
for some r eason, who comes to another country as an 
1nvnigrant ; a foreigner; 1961 
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dr i l l doc t or. A man who f ixes drills {in m1n 1ng) ; a 
machi nist; 1958 

drunk as a coot . Extremely drunk; 1945 

druthers. A choice , from: "I'd rather" slu r red to 11 1 'd ruther" 
and ncrnina l 1zed; 1959 

dry. Sober 1918 

dry. A change house(?); 1957 

drygulch. To defeat decisively, {in a headline) ; 1958 

duff. Dessert a t a dinner; 1945, but SUE• food, coll., 
late C 19- 20 

dumbwi ldered. Att r I b., confused , befudd led--f rom: ''dumb­
founded" and 11bewlldered11

; 1959 

dummy. A person that does not gossip, one that says nothi ng ; 
1915 

dumpy. Attrib., depressed, 'down 1n the dumps'; 1921 

dusted. Attrib., said of a miner suffering from silicosis, 
suffering from 'black lung'(?); 1964 

dust out of. To drive {an animal) out of somewhere; 
transitive v.; 1909 

dusty. Attrib., Jazzy, styl l sh , smart; 1920 

E 

eagle bird. A US gold coin ; 1919 , but DA ' eagle ' = $10 
gold coin, 1786 

ear ly 1 ine, the . The s t a rting odds on the outcome of a 
sports event, used in gamb l ing circ l es; 1964 

economy, on the . On welfare , a t t he expense of the 
taxpayers; 1959 

e ighteen carat. At t rrb., real, genuine, 191 0 

elephant hunter . An o ilman who searc hes t he Arctic i slands 
for large and valuable pockets of 01 1; 1967 

equal izer. The tying goal 1n a game (hockey); 1958 

Ethiopian . A negro; 1911 
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Eyetal ,an. An Ital ian- -from the often used pronunciation, 
1964 

F 

fag up on. To cheat(?), to do something the easy way(?); 
1909 

fairy. A prost1tute(7 ) , 1910 

fake app l es . V • , ( 7) ; 1 909 

fanny. Attr1b., refer ring to the human posterior; 1957 

fast - talk. To try to convince by arguments 1n favour of 
some th Ing, 1960 

fatl,ng. A fat person, 1910 

fat pork and sundown . Tr1v1 a lit1es(?); 1919 

fazzl e . An uproar , confusion, tizzy, 191 9 

feather-merchant. Refers to men who stayed 1n c1v1l1an 
11 fe during the war (WW2) , and got ri ch wh, le other s 
went off in to the M1l1tary to fight, and came home 
almost broke, 1959 

female. A ma r e , female race horse , 1968 

f igh t-wa ter. Li quor, 1909 

fi l l-up . A meal, 1919 

fin. $500 . 00 , 1968 

fink sparrow. An i nformer, perhaps t he entry should be 
d 1v 1ded into ' f ink', attr1b . = d1sl 1ked ; and ' sparrow' , 
n. = one who squea l s , an informer; 1963 ' 

f irst off t he bat . Number one on the 11st, the first 
thing one has to say, 1960 

f ished . Torpedoed , 1945 

f1shhead sai lor . A fresh wa ter sailor ; or an inshore 
fisherman , o r a sa i lor who spends h is time at sea on 
a sh i p as opposed to a f l 1er i n the navy, 1961 

fist. An at tempt , effort (?), 1960 

fix. An event that has a predetermined outcome because of 
betting on one of the contestants to ei t he r wi n or lose; 1964 
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fixing. The practice of illegally predetermining the 
outcome of sone event; 1960 

fiz(z) on (one). To make an 1mpress1on on, to bother some-
one; 1944 

flab. Fat, caused by overeating; 1958 

f lannel-mouthed. Attrib., harsh-spoken, rude; 1903(1913) 

f lash up. To f ire up, to get up a head of steam (as in a 
ship's boiler); 1945 

flop- house. Attrlb., cheap; referring to the qualities (or 
lack of) of a flop- house; 1959 

flop-J o int . A place where one can obtain a cheap night's 
lodgings; 1936 

flopper . A goalie (in hockey) who throws himself down in 
front of a shot In an a ttempt to stop the puck from 
going past him into the net for a goa l, this type of 
player i s in contrast to one who stays on his feet 
usually, a nd tries to block the shots with his stick, 
feet, and hands, 1967 

fly-away. A prostitute that has decided to quit her 
profession and go stra ight; 1913 

folknik . A proponent of folk music, a relaxed way of life, 
and a different sty le of l1 v 1ng to the maJor1ty of society; 
1962 

follow- up. An approach to a prospective customer after 
initia l contact, In order to clinch the deal; a 
particular approach to someone after he has been sold 
someth i ng, to learn what the buyer thrnks of the product; 
1922 

food-trap . Mouth; 1910 

foofy. Att ri b., ?; 1953 

foo li sh house. A Mental inst1tutron; 1910 

fox-hole. A small , dirty, disliked apartment; 1953 

frazzle, wear to a . To reduce to a state of chaos , to 
reduce something to nothingness; 1910 

frazzle. To cause something t o wear out ( 11 ke one ' s nerves), 
t o comp lete l y demo! 1sh the stability of a situation; 
1945 
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free lance. A person wi ll 1ng to do anything or go anywhere 
JUSt for the pleasure or exc itement of 1t (?), 1919 

fr ee- loader. A person VJho 1s no t a member of a union, but 
who nonetheless rece ives all the benefits of t he un ion 
without the cost , 1958 

French-safe. CondOM , 1946 

fresh Al 1ck. A sma r t aleck, a practical Joker ; 1903 

frewfe raw. A hassle , red tape , 1958 

Fr1tz 1e . Attrib., German, 1944 

k frog . A French- Canadian; 1968 

frog - hopping . Crouching on one ' s hauches and hopping forward 
(a type of punishment 1n the navy('», 1945 

front end , Referri ng to the betting trade, a leg1t1 mate 
f ront , o r business used to dece ive the author 1t1es, 
1t received the bets and relayed them to the bookie , 
or ' back end ' , who placed them; 1964 

fr u 1t- legg1ng . The practice of se l l 1ng fruit at road side 
stands to tou r ists much to the detriment of the local 
f ru 1t - pac k1ng industry , 1963 

Fuhrer . Leader (1 ), 1961 

funny fa rm, A menta l 1nst 1tut1on; 1959 

fuzzle. To del 1berately dispose of a drink by other means 
than dr1nk1ng 1t, such as sp il l 1ng 1t, or pouring 1t 
somewhere out of sight, 1953 

G 

gabble- guts. 7 -- some reference to excess talking (?), 
1924 (1 933) 

gaff l e . To snaffle, 1960 

gaggle . To be struck speechless (?), 1957 

gandy- danc1ng . The process of tapping fresh grave l under 
the t ies with a shovel, RR use; 1966 

gas-house, the. The House of COl"r.lons 1n the Canadian 
Par ! 1ament --so named because of the amount of talk i ng 
(gass i ng) that goes on there; 1963 
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gate-crash. To enter a country ill ega lly; to enter any­
thing ill ega lly; 1955 

gears, g ive (someone) the. To string someone along, to tell 
exaggerations to someone; to disappoint (?); 1966 

geewh1l1cker! An expression of amazement ; 1926 

genu ine article, the. The real thing (1 ); 1911 

get action on. To be successful with something; 1910 

get good on. To become successful at a particular task; 
1951 

get in on. To become a part of, to enter into some interest; 
1832 

get made. To be prepared; to get set; 1910 

get (his, their) man. Of the RCMP, to capture a criminal; 
1928 

get (one's) marching orders. To be fired from a Job; 1912 

get onto. To take note of , look at; 1912 

get (something) out. To say something. 1910 

get the parchment. To receive a promotion, literally a 
scroll showing this promotion; 1948 

get personal. To say things that tend to pry into one's 
private affairs; to question one's private affairs; 
1959 

get (one's) wares crossed. To go crazy, to lose cont rol of 
one 's senses, 1936 

91ff1n. A tenderfoot, a newcomer(?); 1900 

gimm1ni crickets! An expression of amazement, 1902 

g11nnin1 whack!, by. Euph. for 'by Jesus'; 1902 

gin-busted. (In this cite, it ,s predicate ncrnlnative), 
euph. for 'damned', as in " I'll be gin-busted!"; 
191 3 

ginning up. A reprima nd {?); 1906 

give the shirt off (one's) back. To be generous with 
someone, to do without something so that someone else 
can be made more comfortab le; 1910 
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give (someone) the wall eye. To take a quick look at 
someone, to squint at someone, 1910 

glad hand ing . The process of sha king peop l e 's hands to 
gain the i r s upport, sympathy , friendsh ip, or the 11ke, 
1914 

g l uck. Some sta t e of pollut ion, perhaps a fil m of refuse 
over top of the land or water, 1966 

go back on (one's) grub. To lose one's appetite , or to 
lose one ' s ner ve (7 ); 1909 

gob l 1ned . At t r1 b. , ?, 1919 

go by- bye . To go to s leep , 1919 

go down t he road . To qu i t a JOb , or to be fired , 1942 

go down t he road t a l k i ng to (onese l f), To be fi red from a 
Job , 1962 

go for broke . To risk everyth i ng on a chance of winning a 
great sum o f money, or losing everything wagered ; 1964 

go ing concer n, A successfu l enterprise , a fortunate or 
successful person ; 1934 

go l lyf ox 1ng . ?, 1916 

gone- doll ar. A do l lar wagered and lost (7 ) , 1891 

gone duck . A l oser, an unsuccessful person ; 1831 

good pay . A sol 1d investment (said of men though t to be 
worth the i r wages); 1909 

goods, hand out the . To present the facts , or to present 
f a l se ideas and 1mpress1ons 1n the hope of deceitfully 
attrac t ing someone to a cause; 1911 

goofbal l . Attr 1b, , crazy , nonsens ical, 1964 

goofed up , get . To become drunk; 1962 

goofus. A derog. name for someone = stupid, 1955 

goo-goo, A baby, --from the ir noises, 1923 

goon 1sm . The employment of thugs (goons) to act as 
d i sturbers of the peace , and as ~uggers , or even killers; 
1963 

goose- egg . Noth ing , as 1n 1 \./e expected goose- eggs .'; 1961 
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go over . To be a success, 1959 

gorgeous. A dollar , as 1n 1 30 gorgeous'= $30.00; 1962 

goshfry' Euph. for 'God', as an 1nterJect1on; 1946 

gospel factory . An irreverent term for a church or chapel; 
1913 

got rocks. A derog. term for a ri ch man , 1960 

grabs, up for. To be won, as 1n '500 dollars up for grabs' , 
1958 

grass, Attr1b., fat, as 1n 1a grass belly ' = a pot gut , a 
fat stomach, 1912, but DA 'grass bellied'= fat, pot gutted, 
1902 

grasshopper farmer. A farmer who has a part of his land 1n 
grass(?), a far~er who runs his farm only during the 
growing season (?) , 1964 

g rease, v.,? as 1n ' grease the sk ids ' (a t ransferred mean ing?), 
1966 

g reat horn. An intens1f1er, with no particular meaning (?); 
1904 

green 1n my eye?, 1s there any . Do I appear easily foo l ed?, 
perhaps frOM ' green'= 1nexper1enced, new, 1901 

Green l and. Attr1b., cold, angry, as 1n a 'Greenland gaze ' ; 
1908 

g r een one . A mountainous ocean wave; 1945 

g r ey back. A louse, 1883 

grit and go . ?, 1900 

g rog shop. A liquor store , perhaps spec1f1cally 1n B.C., a 
gover nment con trolled 11 9uor store, 1960 

gucky. Attr1b,d1rty, st1c~y , obnoxious; 1960 

guesstimate. To form some sort of prediction based on scanty 
facts; 1959 

guest 1mator, A person with 11~1ted knowledge who bases his 
dec 1s1ons on this knowledge and good luck; 1942 

guk guck, A substance of unknown compos1t1on , not necessarily 
sticky, or dirty, but obnoxious to the speaker for some 
reason, 1962 
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gun brag. The brand1sh1ng of weapons wrth t he intent of 
fr1ghten1ng peop le, 1957 

guns ! ,ck. A gunman , a thug, 1954 

gussied- up. Decorated , made better looking; 1959 

gussy (onese l f ) up. To dress up, to att ire oneself 1n 
fancy or formal clothes , 1960 

'gut ' issue. A basic problem 1n pol 1t1cs, a problem that 
affects a great ma ny people persona lly, such as "farm 
income, unemployment, welfa re benefits, and the l 1ke11

, 

1963 

gut-tw isting. Attrib., terr1fy 1ng , painful l y frightening to 
the extent that the nerves and stomach muscles tighten 
up ,n response, 1962 

gut wagon . The slei gh used to transport the mid- day mea l 
to the loggers work ing 1n distant pa r ts of the woods 
and unable to retu rn to the caMp to eat; 1913 

gut wagon. A box car or an old caboose converted to 
passenger carrying by the add1t1on of a few wooden 
benches , and used to ca rry t he Men t o and froM work; 
1942 

gym rat. A person who spends much of his ti me around a gym, 
per haps spending too much time 1n relat ion to t hat spent 
at other act1v1t1es, 1966 

H 

hat ch ick. A hat- check gi r l, 1950 

ha ir on you! Good for you !; ra re, 1912 

hairy. Attr1 b., moul dy , 1932 

as hands me as. ? 1822 

ha ~g t ough. To keep try ing , 1953 , but ' tough' = persistent, 
d1l 1gent; 1930 

hard. Coin, as used 1n gamb l 1ng; 1962 

hard case . A t ough s 1tuat1on , 1916 

ha rd-case hardcase . Attr1b., tough; 1945 

ha rd case , 1n . Penni less, broke; 1921 
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hard nose. A steelhead trout, 1961 

harness rack, A lean, bony animal, 1962, but DA 1 rackbone 1 

= a lean person or animal --1 854 

harpies. Prostitutes {7 ); 1898 

hash- and- clothes people. People who work for a low salary, 
1909 

hasherette. A wa itress , 1927 

hash house sl 1nger. A waiter, o r wait ress; 1900 

hash Joint. A cafe, 1910 

hassel. To fight, to annoy, 1959 

hatchet Job. ?, 1959 

hat trick. Three goals scored by one player 1n a hockey 
game, orig. from English cricket (?); 1955 

haul. loot; 1936, but OED 1776 

haul. A discovery, claim, find, 1958 

have the pri ce. ?; 1927 

hawkeye. ?, v.; 1916 

haywire. Equipment not up to the peak of operating 
eff1c1ency; 1942 

head over teacup, (To fall down) 1n a tuMbl 1ng mot ion; 
1946, but SUE ' head over heels' c1770, 'head over tip' 
1824 

he ll 1n a half pint. liquor(?), 1910 

hell-popping. An intens1f1er = 7 ; 1957 

hell-runner. A person who sol1c1ted business for saloons, 
brothels, gambl 1ng houses, and the like, 1883 

he-mutt. A man, 1920 

herr ing-back. A Mar1t1mer, c1875 

herring-gut. A thin animal or person; 1919 

herring trailer. A person who lays false clues (?); 1916 

h1cker. A tangle in a f1sh1ng line, Nf ld., 1963 
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hi gh falut 1n1tes. ?, 1882 

high 11 fe. Bootleg scotch whiskey, 1945 

hi gh- ro ll er. A hobo, 1963 

high rol 11ng. Gambl 1ng , 1963 

h1 ll, go over the. To d ie , 1944 

hit me (easy) . Li quor, 1910 

hit t he h igh places. ?, 1910 

hit the spot. To feel good ; 1955 

hit the trail . To go on a spree, 1911, but SUE= to go, 
travel along --nd ' US ' 

h it the turnpike . To t rave l, esp. by road , 1910 

hobble on, pu t short . ?, c1862 (1958) 

hobby horse. A pol 1t1cal cause or pos1t1on, 1908 

hobby-J obby . ? , 1948 

hog. ?, a reference to horses, v ., 1954 

hog-root . To dig up; 1910 

hold (one) to 1t . ?, 1825 

hold-up man ho ldup man . A robber , 1904 

ho ler , three- . An outhouse with fac1 l1t 1es (three holes) for 
t hr ee peop l e at the same time ; 1948 

ho 11 e r bu I I ! To ca 11 the po l ice; 1927 

Holy didd l e ! An expression of surprise; 1961 

ho ly doodle! As 1n the preceding entry; 1960 

ho l y Mack i naw! As 1n ' ho 11 er bu 11 ! ' ; 1910 

holy Hi ke ! As 1n 1 ho 11 er bu 11 ! 1 
; 191 9 

Holy Willy. A preacher; 1963 

home brew. Liquor ; 1966 (see also 'brew ' ) 

.,_ homer. A referee part , a I t o the home teal'l, 1967 
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honey-bug. A term of affection ; 1909 

honey-peloozer. Sor,eth1ng of great size , strength or force , 
1953 

hook, get the, ?; 1908 

hook, the. An exit from , or f1n1sh to, a performance; 1910 

hoop . To score a basket ( t\10 po I nts) 1 n basketba 11, 1955 

hopper , A grain e levator, 1913 

horned, An 1ntens1f 1er, 1926, but DA 'horn' 1842, 'horned' 
1943 

horn- swaggled . An 1ntens1f1er, 1910 

~ horseman, A member of the RCHP, 1960 

horsesh1t, old. A member of the RCHP; 1956 

hosing . A defeat, fig. a beating, 1967 

hot - bra in . ?, 1912 

hot cap . Straight (undoctored) heroin, 1960 

hot-Jointed, At tr1 b., weak, 1n reference to race horses, 
1919 

hot paper man. A person passing forged, stolen company 
cheques; 1963 

hotshot system , A pol ice 'Al 1 points bul let1n 1 (APB); 
1958 , but DAS ' hot shot ' = news a nnouncement, message, 
recent news bulletin --1 948 

hot stuff. A mixture of ta ll ow, tar and sulphur pa inted 
on hul l s of ships (wooden hulls); 1799 (1958) 

hurroar . Fuss, uproar; 1912 

ice palace . An arena for hockey , skating , and the like; 
1955 

1d1ot st ick. A low priced Indian souven i r pole , 1964 

Ind tan 11 s t . A 11 st of people proh,btted from buying and 
us ing a lcohol, 1960 , but SUE 'he's on the Indian I 1st' 
c1925, Cdn , 
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i ron ch ink. A mach ine which cleans f ish -- a Job fornerly 
done by Chinese labourers, 1955 

Iron-Heel Bennett . The Prime M1n1ster of Canada , 1930- 35; 
1963 

,ron mi ke. 1, a reference to f1sh1ng 1 1958 

l tey ' s . Ita l ,ans; 1959 

J 

Jacket wetter , A Bapt i st (?); 1924 (1933) 

Jam- packed , Att r 1b., tightly scheduled (1n the case of a 
prograrrme of events) , filled to capacity ; 1957 

J apaneesy. Look ing I 1ke a J apanese, hav ing the character1st1cs 
of a J apanese, 1921 

Jaunty . The mas ter-at-a rms rn the Royal Canad ian Navy; 1960 

J eeper 1 s sakes , for, Euph . for ' for Jesus sake', an exclamation 
of surpr i se; 1955 

Jeesless. Attr1b., euph . for 'Jesus-less ' , derog; 1952 

J ees ly . At tr1b., euph. fo r 1Jesus l y 1
, a meaningless adJect ive 

said for something to say; 1949 

J e rkeroo. A Jerk, a useless person , one who ,s d1s l1 ked; the 
-eroo suffix sometimes conveys fam 1l1ar1ty, or indi cates 
hype rbole, 1950 

Jerry, by, Euph. for 'by Jesus '; a nean ,ng less 1nterJect 1on; 
1943 

Jer ry mug, A chaMberpot , from 'Jerry ' = chamberpot (SUE 
c1825), 1924 (1933) 

J ig , In pr1nt1ng and certain other trades , rt means a day's 
work, or tha t period between starting and leav i ng off, 
1913 

Jim crow, A r ed serge shirt (7 ); 1859 (1958} 

Jimmy. The First Li eutenant , origina lly 'Jimmy the One' 1n 
the Royal Navy, usu . referred to as such by the men, not 
the officer s; 1945 

J rng-banged , Euph. for 'damned ', as in 11 1 1 11 be J 1ng- banged 11
; 

1913 
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J 1nn1ke r. A type of p itch 1n baseba ll (?), 1962 

Jock. The common \•10rke r , labourer , 1940 

Joe Bagstock. ?, 1910 

Johnnie Bull . An Engl 1shman , from 'John Bull 1 = the typ ical 
Engl 1s hma n (or 1g 1na t ed by John Arbuthnot , phys ici a n and 
writer); 1910 

JOY rags . A person ' s d ress clothes, or glad rags; 1912 

Juda s , the. Euph. for 1 t hehe11 ', consc iousness , 'the 
day! 1ghts, as 1n 1 11 11 beat the Judas out of h1n.'; 
1910 

Judas priest ! Euph . for 'Jesus Chr1st ! 1
, an exclamation of 

surpr ise, anger ; 1909 

Jukebox JO 1nt . An estab l 1shment wh ich has Jukeboxes (record 
playing device) to supp l y the music for dancing or 
I Is ten Ing , 1959 

Jump, go . To go away; an express ion showing one 's wish to 
t erm inate someth ing by the other person(s) leaving-­
often sa id 1n anger , 1936 

Jump 1n ' cats ! Euph. for 'Jesus Chri st ! ' , a meaningless 
exc lamat ion , 1909 

J ump ing Jesus, by the . An 1ntensi f1 er, an ang ry excl amation , 
1829 

Jung le hut. A hollowed brushp 1le floored with dirty wet 
excels ior and sour rags , used for shelter (7 ); 1955 

K 

keelbone . A spine (of a per son); 1954 

keep (one's) face s hut. To remain qu iet , and not tell v ita l 
1nformat1 on to someone , 191 0 

keep a Jump ahead of (somet hing) . To be prepared for a l l 
event ual 1t 1es , 1957 

keep (one ' s) skirts c l ear . To stay out of troubl e , 1893 

keep up side, To manage not to fa l l beh ind 1n one's duti es , 
1765-75 (1 933) 

keep the wires hot . To telegraph cont i nuous ly (7 ); 1919 
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ke~p (one's) tail up. To be courageous, to keep faith 1n 
oneself; 1912 

kef ff le. A mix-up, a confused happening, a hassle, 1959 

Kenty cooker. A native Nova Scotian, 1830 

kerplump. Adverb, directly, straight, as 1n 'he ran kerplump 
i nto them '; 1918 

kick, To qu i t doing something, as 1n 'kick the habit'; 1959 

k1clk 1n, 
1963 

Kid McCoy. 

To break into a place, for the purpose of robbery; 

The best there 1s, referring to a person; 1922 

kisser. A derog . name, perhaps meaning a weak or effeminate 
man, 1924 (1933) 

kit and dice, the whole, Everybody, everything considered 
together; 1924 (1933) 

k 1-yoot, An un i 1ked person, one who wil l stoop to anything 
1f the price for do1ng 1t 1s 11keable to him, 1955 

kn1ck1ng, ?, 1903 

knock-about. A person (child) employed to do odd Jobs, one 
who doesn't stay too long at one Job before he 1s made 
to do another; 1926 

knock-about . A vagabond , a rolling stone; 1935 

knothead. A horse; 1962 

knotheaded , Attr1b., stubborn, strong minded (said of a horse); 
1954 

knot the count. To tie a score in a game; 1958 

L 

labour-faker, A pol 1t1cal cand idate who uses labour union 
support to further his efforts towards election but who 
has no plan to aid the unions when he 1s elected , 1959 

lack-of-foderob 1a. An acute lac~ of food for animals to 
eat, resulting in their deaths; 1876 

Lady. A queen 1n p lay ing cards, 1964 
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lamrny. A duffel coat, a cowled overcoat made of wool, 
or191nally worn by seamen working 1n severe weather; 
1962 

lammy- coat. Attr1b., and n., a duffel coat, and pertaining to 
a duffel coat, 1954 

late line. The bookMaker ' s odds on t he result of a game 
calculated Just shortly before game time, as opposed 
to 1 t he ea rl y l1ne 1 and the 1mtdweek 11ne 1 ; 1964 

ley 1n. To take into one's stock, to increase the quant1t1es 
of goods 1n the inventory of one's shop, or the 11ke, 1890 

lay 1n. To sleep in, to remain 1n bed after the time one 
should have risen, 1929 

la out. A mea l, a spread of food, 1962 

lay root. A potato, 1834 

le d pad. ?; 1919, but 'lead Joint '= shooting ga ll ery, 
DAS nd 

le ther-pusher. A Mountie(?), a horseman(?); 1924 

le thers. Shoes; 1909 

li k. A try. an attempt at f 1sh1ng (1 ), 1963 

11 k(s). A blow with the fist, a beat ing, 1962 

11 e-saver. Wh i skey, 1962 

Lt ey. The Eng l 1sh language spoken with a Br1t1sh accent; 
1961 

L1 e, the. The odds which a bookmaker has on the outcane 
of some event , 1964 

11 e up. In sports, to single out a player of the 
oppos1t1on 1n order to check him hard, and usu. 
i l 1 eg a 11 y , 1 96 3 

l 1qu1date. To drink 

loal ed to the muzzle . 
with ideas ', 1910 

11quor , perhaps to excess, 1919 

Full of, as 1n ' loaded to the muzzle 

!oafish. Attr1b. , having the appearances of betng an idler, a 
tramp, 1849 

lobsterback. A Br1t1sh soldier of severa l centuries ago, 
when he was attired 1n a scarlet tunic , 1942 
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locy. Attrib., locomotive, as 1n 'a locy operator'= a 
locomotive engineer; 1958 

loner. A drink, usu. drunk ,n a bar when by oneself; 1905 

1 oner. 7; 1959 

lonesome, on (one's). Alone, by oneself, away from other 
people; 1912 

loney. Alone, by oneself, as 1n 'all by my llttle loney' 
• by myself; 1944 

loot. A trophy, a prize, as in 1Her MaJesty•s loot'= the 
Queen's Plate trophy in horse racing; 1968 

lose (one's) cool. To become upset, angry, frustrated; 
1968 

losh Josh me. ?, 1903, 1902 

Lousetown. ?; 1948 

low-browed. Attrrb., low-class, referring to something 
dealing with a poorer quality patronage, as in a 
'low-brewed shop'= a pawnshop; 1890 

low-browed. Attrrb., uncouth, unscrupulous; 1916 

lulu. Something exceptional in size, 1ntens1ty, goodness, 
or badness, or the like; 1959 

~ lumber. A hockey stick; 1963 

lush around. To display quite freely; to spend money 
freely; to lose money heavily; 1910 

H 

maddie. An angry person , one who is mad; 1944 

magnifico. A person in charge, the boss; one who because 
of his position thinks himself better than those under 
him; 1912 

mahogany. A store counter; 1913 

~ mail-order wife. A wife obtained through a lonely-hearts 
c I ub; 1958 

make. To be j a iled, to spend some time In Jail, as 1n 'I 
made 30 days in M1mico last winter for begging.'= 
I was jailed for 30 days; 1961 
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make . To stay at , to board, as ,n 'I've made a few m1ss1ons 
when I had to.'~ I've stayed at a few m1ss 1ons , 1961 

make a play. To pretend, to try, to attempt soneth,ng; 
1910 

make (one ' s) sneak. To exist, to leave quickly and ~11thout 
ceremony; 1890 

man. Attrib., aggressive, tough, 1919 

mrnana belt, the. Vancouver, B.C., and surrounding area, 
because of the 'I couldn't care less ' attitude of the 
people there( 7 ), 1963 

Manntngcare . Medicare as establ ,shed 1n Alberta on Oct. 1 , 
1963, under the government of Premier Manning and the 
Social Credit gover nment, 1964 

map out. To study, to think over, 1919 

mash- master. A distiller, 1968 

mat, go to the. To fall, to be down- and-out, from the sport 
of box ing, 1910 

mate lot. A sailor; 1945 

matman. ?, 1950 

mazuma emporium . A bank, 1910 

meat- eater. A man; 1912 

meatground. Attr1b., bothered, agitated, as 1n 1 1 was 
meatground by automation', 1962 

met- post . A meteorological station ; 1954 

met- stat ion . A meteorological station, 1958 

mickey. The detonation device 1n a (ha-nemade) bomb; 1963 

Mickey Mouse (course). An easy course; something simple 
and a cinch to do well at; perhaps 'Mickey Mouse' 
1mpl ,es chi ld t sh qual 1t1es; 1971 

m I dweek 1 1 ne . The bookmaker's odds on the outcome of an 
event calcu lated shortly before the event takes place; 
1964 

m,tty. A drink of I tquor(?), 1959 
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mix- In. Business, affairs , as 1n ' I t 's none of our m1x-1n. 1 

c It' s no t our bus iness ; 1953 

mo ll y-hogan. Att rl b. , refers to somethi ng be ing wrong, or 
to someth ing havi ng a catch attached to i ts completion , 
as 1n a 'molly-hogan deal 1 = a dea l with somethi ng ~~ 1ss , 
o r with a catch; 1966 

~ Honeas . A greenhorn ; 1900 

money punch ing . The c1rcu1t of rac ing (horse-racing) wh ich 
will bring the w1nn1ng horse ' s owner the prize money(?), 
perhaps 'money punch ing ' 1s an abbreviated form of 
'money punching circuit' (?}, 1968 

moochigan. ?; 1948 

mooning . The ac t of indecent l y exposing oneself, 1964 , bu t 
' moaner', DAS 1958 = one who comm its such an act 

moose. A m1n1ng c l aim that is wor th less , non- produc tive and 
which could be put to better use as moose pas ture land; 
per haps 'moose ' i s an abbrevia ted form of ' moose pasture'; 
1909 

motorcycle cowboy, A motorcyc le r ider , perhaps because he 
s i ts astride his cycle as a cowboy s its ast ride his 
horse; 1957 

Mr. Tang lefoot. Liquor ; see also 'tangle-leg'; 1883 

muck a round. To be with someone, t o create troub le by 
aim lessly 'hang ing a round ' someone; to do nothing , t o 
l oaf around; 1944 

mule. A hor se; 1919 

mulligan mixer . A camp coo~ whose speci a l ty ls stew; 1919 

Mur phy. A cl ai rvoyant, a for tune t e ller, 1845 

murphyism. An inconce ivab l e blunder; 1959 

mutton. 7; 1853 

N 

need le r. A person who constant ly ls agg ressive In his 
att i tude towards another , one who 1s always try ing t o 
find f laws in something tha t another person Is do ing, 
1958 

nervous 1n the serv ice. A phrase In use ma inly with the 
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WRENS 1n the RCN , meaning?, 1961 

neut ra l . Attr 1b,, not completely 1n favour of French­
speaking education, or Engl 1sh- speak 1ng education, or 
not completely 1n favour of a separate Cat ho l 1c school 
system or a prov1nc1ally- ru n Protes tant system, 1968 

Newf1e . Newfound land, 1958 

Newfie , Attr 1b., referring to a person from Newfoundland, 
a s a 1 Newf 1e f i sherman'= a fisherman from Nf ld., 1958 

Newf1eJohn. The city of St. John's, Newfoundland; 1945 

Newf 1e Screech. An ( 1l legal l y) brewed potent 11quor 1nd1genous 
to Nf l d. ; 1 965 

nick 1n (one's) ho r ns , have a . To be sexually nature(?}, 
1832 

n igger , treat l 1ke a . To behave cruelly to"'1a rds someone , 
to treat one no better than one would treat a negro 
slave, 190 I 

n1gger head sailor . A fresh water sail o r , one who frequents 
the sha ll ow waters near land; 1936 

n 1ghthorse, t he, A nightmare, a bad dream, 1915 

n1g ht- r 1de, To rust l e catt l e by n ight , 1959 

n 1ght- t ra1 l, The practice of rust! 1ng, 1954 

n i nny. A s t up id person, a n incompoop, 1909 

0 

October blonde, A woman with reddish- blonde hair; 1936 

office hog. A person who once elected , tries to r emain 1n 
off ice by running for re- election time and again; 1890 

off t he hand le. Attrib, , c razy, loco, 1933 

Old Alky, Whiskey, 1962 

Old Creatur old creatur, Whiskey; 1962 

0 1 d Fe 11 er , The d ev I l , 1 9 3 3 

o l d gal l . Mother(?), 1863 



old stuff . A rout ine of action that has been done many 
t ames before, someth ing done so many t ames that the 
outcome 1s generally known before hand; 1919 

one- ho r se . Att r 1b,, tough, rugged- looking, barren (of 
countryside), 1901 

on the bottle . Attr 1b,, drunk, dr1nk1ng, 1965 

on t he nut . By cred i t , on t ime wi th no cash needed ; 1963 

on the snow. Attr 1b., addic t ed to heroin, 1963 

otter-sk ins. Money, 1962 

ozone. Whiskey; 1962 

p 

packed . At tr1 b., (of a g roup of people) to be so l idly 1n 
favour of one thing or person , and completely opposed 
t o something else or someone e l se, 1959 

pack ing , go . To l eave (by request or order), 1944 

pack- sack c 1t 1zen. A t r amp, a vagabond; 1966 

padd l e pusher . A canoe is t, 1957 

pae- san . ? , 1950 

paper. Bad c heques , forged cheques , 1963 

papertowner. A c1t 1zen of a town wh ich manufactures paper(?); 
1955 

paperwe ight. A hot b1scu 1t, 1962 

pas t ure pool. Go l f(?); 1968 

patch. A lawyer who 1 f1xes ' court cases-- by either having 
a cha rge d 1sm 1ssed or reduced ; 1968 

Pat ri ck. An I rishman, 1959 

Peace-man. A bouncer 1n a saloon or dance ha l l, 1954 

peacheroo. An excellent th i ng, someth ing superlative , with 
the add 1t1on of the 1 - eroo ' suffix, 1955 

peanut- roaster. A man thought to be sma l l 1n his outlook, 
a petty pol 1t 1c1an; not referring at a ll to the 
profess ion of toasting peanuts ; 1904 
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Pebble Pup. A Jun,or rock-fancier, a child who co llec ts rock 
spec ,mens , 1962 

peek operator In gambl 1ng, a man hired to watch the par , 
mutuel boards at race tracks, and pass the information 
to the bookie by phone , 1964 

penalty pew. The penalty box 1n the game of hockey, 1967 

penc il bait, (reference to fox hunting} , the writing In 
the ledger books of larqer number s of game killed t han 
was actually k1lled;the cooking of the books to show 
more than the actual f1qures, 1934 

penny-in- the-slot, /\ttr1b. 1 refers to the miserly qua! it1es 
of a business, to the cheapness of the business when 1t 
comes to spend ing its money, perhaps, a l so to the size 
of the business, a 'penny-in-the-slot company '= a sma ll, 
'two b i t' company ; 1919 

percs'. (refers to drug tak ing}, the cooking of heroin in 
preparation for 1nJect1on-- perk 1ng(?), 1963 

perfesh. The professional ranks of card players, or the 
l 1ke, as 1n ' He 1s of the perfesh' = he i s a profess ional 
player; 1964 

pesky. Attrlb., bother some, 1918 

pick, A p ickere l--a type of (fresh water) fish, 1958 

piddle about. To idle about, to waste t ime do ing nothing, 
to do someth ing for no appa rent reason other than to 
waste time, 1958 

p1 ep1ter, ?, 1900 

Pier Sixer . A large fight with thugs Joining in the f ray-­
perhaps called so because of fights among longshoremen 
on the piers which were perhaps known for the ir fierceness 
and size , 1950 

piq. To I 1ve s lovenly, to go around dirty and unkempt, as 
a p I 9 1 1909 

pig brains. Some part of the human bra in located at the back 
of the head(?); 1924(1933) 

pig's ear, 1n a . A phrase 1nd 1cat1ng non- belief 1n someone ' s 
ab1l1ty to do something, 1961 

p Ike. To wager some th Ing (?), 1910 

p1k1ng, Attr1b. 1 cheap, sti ngy, miser ly, 1919 
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Pineapple Belt. An area of land rich 1n minerals , an area 
of land good for speculative purposes (?), 1952 

pine pastor. A preacher ,-.,ho works 1n the lumber camps; 1958 

Ping. Attrib., ?; 1960 

ping merchant. An Asdl c operator--an operator of an Anti ­
Submarine Device; 1945 

pin-head. At t rlb., flighty, dumb , simple-minded ; 1915 

Pink Lady. A drink made from "Ster no", that ls canned heat, 
strained through a si lk stock ing, and CO'llmon among the 
bums along the waterfront; 1961 

pinko bunfight. Lltl, a Commun ist or Socialist tea party ; 
a gathering of soc ial i st-minded people, 1955 

pint-si zed , Attr,b., sma ll, insignificant; 1955 

pip. To place under susp ici on of committing a c rime, to 
ar rest (?); 1919 

pistolling, Dr1nk1ng from poc~et f l asks of liquor called 
' p Is to ls' ; 1849 

pitche r . In bookmaking, the ' pitcher ' is the person Ins ide 
the race track who relays the parimutuel results to 
the 1 peek opera tor' (see above); 1964 

pi zen. Anythlnq worth less••used on the eastern side of the 
Rockies; 1962 

pl ay along. To agree with the majority of people t o avoid 
being on the losing side of a dispute, l952 

plaza. A suburban shopp ing area , a shopping centre; 1964 

plug. To saunter away, wander off, as in 'He was p lugging 
In to the wilderness ' = he was wandering off Into the 
wilderness; 1936 

plutegewump. A per~on of Importance, perhaps a blend of 
'.e..!..:!!. - ocrat' and 'mu - gw~mp' (?); 1953 

polecat. A man; 191 2 

Polish flyrod. A stick of dynamite thrown Into the water with 
the purpose of killing the fish with its concussion, 1959 

pollack around. To rummage throug h discarded items, usu , ln 
a dump, for the purpose of finding salable i tems; 1963 
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pony soldier. A member of the RCHP (?); 1923 

poobah. An important person, one with influence and wealth; 
1958 

pop Pop. A popular person, the most popular boy 1n college; 
1913 

pork-trough. Attrib., unimpressive, unprofound, as In 
'their pork-trough profundities• = their umirnpressive 
statements; 1962 

prairie plow jockey. A pra1r1e farmer, esp. one from 
Alberta or Saskatchewan; 1966 

pressure. To force someone to do something by either physical 
force or argument; 1959 

prison-punching. Guard duty in a jail, 1954 

prize-broker. A person whose Job is to talk manufacturers 
into donating their products in return for the publicity 
gained at a show; 1963 

prob1e. A student nurse in the first year of training, a 
probationary student; 1959 

puffer. A Journalist for a newspaper , a writer; 1891 

pug-uglies pug-ugly. Ruffians, thugs; 1958 

pukey. Attrib., bad, no-good, as in a 1 pukey trick 1 = a nasty 
trick; 1965 

pull (someone' s) chicken. To take advantage of soneone; 
1849 

pull the pin. Of union members, to go on str ike; 1960 

pull the stick. To draw lots 1n order to determine who will 
do or get something; 1923 

pull the rag out. To hurry; or to do everything possible (7); 
1965 

puppy puppies. Foot/ feet; 1936 

pusher. A person who likes to push ahead in lines, one who 
tri es to get ahead of everyone else in line-ups; 1960 

puss. An unfaithful woman, one who leaves her husband for 
another man; 1912 

pusser issue. A uniform (uniforms) i ssued to a sa ilor when 
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he JOlns the navy--government issue un1forMs not tailored 
to fit an 1nd1v1dual man, 1945 (see also 1 t1ddl1es 1

) 

put 1n (one's) I 1p . To give an unasked for op1n1on, to intrude 
i nto someone else 1 s affa i r s , 1910 

put 1t for. To travel, to go, as 1n 1 1 put 1t for home'= 
v,ient home, 1933 

put (one's) Money on (s0f11eone/someth1 ng). To wager one's 
money on the outcome of a ma tch by betting exclusively 
on one pa rt1c1pant ; 1910 

put (something) on the map . To make popular, we ll known, to 
Make a p lace wel l known to a lot of people, 191 8 

put the 11 d on (one). To make one be quiet, to shut one up, 
1910 

put (someone) through. ?; 1866(1962) 

putt-putt. A motor boat, esp. one with an outboard motor; 
1938 

Q-patch. The quarter- deck on a ship; 1945 

quartz sharp . A man who 1s a specialist 1n ores ; 1870 

R 

rabbit ears. The cond1t1on acquired by a (hockey) player of 
being aware of J 1bes from the crowd; 1963 

racew1res. A news network that supplies r egular press networks 
with news from the race tracks (horse racing) with the 
understand ing t ha t they wi ll not resell the 1nformat1on 
to bookies or ill ega l racew1res, 1964 

rack. To check a player i nto the boards by taking a run at 
him and thumpi ng h im into the boards (hockey); 1965 

racko. ? (s0Meth1ng to do with gambling?), 1950 

rag cook. A bank tell er, f r om 1 rag' = paoer money ; 1829 

ra il hopper. A vagabond who travels from place to place by 
hopping onto freight trains and concea l 1ng himself from 
author1t1es, 1956 
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raise the wind. To get together the required capital to 
finance an undertaking (?), to put together an outfit ; 
1854 

rake-off. The main body of competitors left out of t he 
running, the ruck, 1897 

rake-off. Attr1b., r eferring to i ll egal doings, and the 
acceptance of graft money, 1904 

ratf1nk . To squeal to the pol ice, to inform , 1966 

rattl e -snake. Bacon, 1962 

rattle- trap . A car (?); 1923 

razoo. To razz someone, to anger or fluster someone; 1890 

Red Curtain Sister. A doukhobor \..-oman (?); a saloon girl (?), 
1896 

Red Par lor, ?, 1891 

Red -ri ver granite. ?; 1886 

reel. A fire truck, spec 1f1cal l y a reel truck (one with all 
the fire hoses on 1t), 1957 

r~ubarb. Muskeg or brush along the road, 1963 

ri ng-dogs. Handcuffs ; 1919 

rock . A tough person, a rugged 1nd 1v 1dual ; 1887 

Rock Docto r . A geologist, 1952 

Rock 1n' Chair Money. Unemp loyment Insurance money, received 
from the government when one ,s unemployed and doing 
nothing but s1tt1ng 1n one ' s rocking chair; 1959 

Rocky Mounta i n feathers. Dry wood shavings used for starting 
cam pf I res; 1962 

Rodney. A warmed-over stew, hash or the 11ke, 1872(1877) 

rollings. Hand- rolled cigarettes (?), or the tobacco used 
to make the cigarettes (?), 1965 

rooster. A person (as 1n 'chicken, bird , duck'), 1956 

root-catcher. A botan i st, a natural 1st; 1832 

rooting. The pr actice of shouting obJect1onab le remarks at 
the referee of a game, and quest1on 1ng his dec1s1ons at 
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ever y point, 1912 

rough- neck. Att r1b., tough, crude, said of sooeth,ng, as 1n 
' a sma l l rough- neck n1n1ng comnun1ty' = a sna il town 
1nhab1ted by tough , crude people, 1959 

rough- necked. Attr1b., tough , crude , unmannered, (referr ing 
to people); 1910 

r ubber- necking for drinks. The practice of appearing 
desperate for a dr ink (of l 1quor), or a refil l of l 1quor, 
by gaz i ng around l ooking for a waiter or fo r someone going 
to the bar to get himself a dr,nk, 1n the hope t hat he 
\11 l l get the rubber-necker a drink too (7 ); 1920 

run 1n. To substi t ute someth ing 1n place of what one Is 
accustomed t o having , 1910 

run into the ground. To defeat dec 1s 1ve l y, 1961 

rush ( someone) • 7 ; 1919 

s 

Saloo . 7 , perhaps an express ion r esembl 1ng 'sure as shoot in' 
or 'by George ' (?), 1950 

sandbagg ing. The practice of p1l 1ng sandbags , as a dike, 
protect ive covering , or the 11ke (?), 1944 

sashed. Att r1 b., d runk, 191 0 

sca ll ywag off . To go somewhere , perhaps wi th the inten t of 
caus ing trouble , or m1sch 1ef, 1925 

scam. Information , the ' low- down '; 1966 

scaredy-cat. Att r 1b., af raid, 1955 

scatterga t. A shot gun , 1965 

scattergunner. A hunter who uses a shotgun, 1963 

scawf house . A restaurant, f r om ' scoff '= food , a mea l , 1963 

sched run. A scheduled trip by a plane, train , etc., as 
opposed to a non- schedu l ed tr ip such as a charter trip, or 
an emergency t r ip, 1957 

schnoggered . Drunk, 1961 

schnoose . A variant pronunc1at1on on 'snoose', which 1s a 
type of snuff , which 1s sucked or chewed, (see a l so 
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'snoose ' ) , 1 965 

scoff up . To display, to bring out, to hand over someth i ng , 
as money, or merchandise, 1944 

scoopograph . An elegant form of 'scoop'= an advance 
know! edge of sane news, as In 'I 1111 sorry to \•/Ork the 
scoopograph on you, she sa id' = 'I'm sorry to beat you 
to the 1nformat1on--sorry to find out about saneth1ng 
before you '; 1891 

Scotcher. A Scotsman (?) , 1912 

scrapp1ng- h1tch. Some type of fight, maybe a free- for - al I 
scrap (7 ); 1900 

scratcher . ?, something to do \'11th horse racing(?); 1968 

scratch, from. 1-1,th nothing to start with , from the beg1nn1ng; 
1961 

scrounged. Att r,b., found, begged, or borrowed, stolen or 
somehow got ; 1961 

scruffy . Att r,b., di rty, dishevelled , unkempt; 1945 

scrumpshy. An ignorant , stupid person; 1964 

scrunch. To hunch, to squeeze doivn; to fit into s0Meth1ng 
v11th great d iff iculty owing to i t ' s small size; 1959 

set of rods . A ca r , 1963 

set (someone) on (his/her) fee t. To back f1nanc1ally , n order 
to he lp him out of debt, 1945 

shade. To accornpl 1sh a task before the maximum tine a ll owed 
for it 's completion , to do something before a spec1f1ed 
date, 1959 

shaft. To severe ly cr1t1c1ze, to pan (a show, programme, or 
the li ke); 19b6 

shaker . An enthusiastic worker for an idea, or cause; 1962 

shake note , An 1nstruct1on memo left for a man to instruct 
him to cease his s leep period and go on duty; 1945 

shampoo. To shoot someone, 1919 

sharper. A cheat or swindler , perhaps from ' sharp ie'; 1863 

sharp- shooter. A 'sharper ', a person out to make a fast 
buck and to take whatever he can get from someone e lse; 
1920 
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sheets and a shadow, l 1ke two, A very poor appearance, sickly, 
as tn 'you l ook l tke two sheets and a shadow'= you don't 
look very well at all, 1949 

shell. To defeat dec1s 1vely 1n a game, to win by a lopsided 
score, 1958 

shine. A party , a get-together , 1911 

shipping bundle, A package conta1n1ng the clothing and 
worldly goods of the prospective gandy-dancer; 1964 

sh ipwrecked . Attr1b,, of eggs, scrambled, 1910 

sh I rt ta 1 1 • ? ; 19 5 2 

sh 1rt-ta1 l cousin. Someone or something distantly related to 
a person or thing, 1963 

shiver a lance. To argue with, to 'shake a st1ck 1 at (?); 
1926 

shoe-string. Poor, penniless, as 1n ' a shoe- string travel ler• 
= a person travel! 1ng on a tight budget; 1958 

shoot (one's) Jaw. To obtain credit, from 'Jawbone'= credit; 
1869 

shoot square. To be on the level with someone, to be honest 
W I th, 1936 

shotgun (one) i nto marriage. To force a person to marry, 1960 

show money. Honey used by a shill, 1n order to ent ice others 
to wager their money at the game or sport, 1919 

show skin. To leave the smallest v1s1ble clue to later 
1dent1f1 cat1on as the culprit of the crime , 1960 

Shylock. A money-l ender , esp. one out to make a bundle for 
h imself 1n interest on the loan, 1903(1913) 

Shylocktng. The process of sw1ndl 1ng, gypping, or duping the 
publ 1c, 1964 

side of meat . A racehorse, 1968 

s1dew1nder. A rail road locomotive (see also 1 stemw1r.der'); 
1942 

sitter , A piece of Jou rnal ism, a story left unpublished with 
the intent of pub l 1sh1ng 1t at a later date to re- engender 
interes t 1n a particular topic (?) ; 1962 
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s1wash. To do someth ing 1n a sl 1pshod manner , as to tie a 
rope around someth ing 1n a loose knot, 1943 

scallawag scalawag. A person up to no good , a rascal; 1888 

ska tathon. A marathon ice skating contest, 1955 

skedaddle. To scatter a group of people (or things?), to 
drive someone (or something?) off, as 1n 11He 1 11 help you 
skedaddle the rebels"= He'll help you to dr ive them away, 
to seat ter them11

, 1922 

sk1rm1sh1ng l 1ne. A mythical type of rope or line, such as 
a greenhorn wou ld be sent to f1nd --much to the amusement 
of the o ld-t imers 1n the know--another item sought after 
1s a 'l eft-handed monkey wrench', 1945 

skullbuster. Cheap whiskey, 1968 

sleeper. A drunken person (1n undernorld Jargon); 1963 

slim . To perform a task 1n a shoddy manner, to finish 
something quick l y by leaving out the non- basic touches; 
1826 (1829) 

sl ,m(m) 1ng. The act of do ing a task 1n a shoddy manner, etc.; 
1826( 1829) 

sl 1ver-ass. A derog . name for a person disliked; 1959 

slosh. Gift money; (from earlier than) -1 951 

small -t imer. A person who operates a bus iness on a sma l l 
budget; an owner of a business that 1s small 1n i ts 
cl 1entele; 1958 

smang about. To wander aimlessly, 1944 

Smoked Scotchman . The offspring of a marriage between an 
Indian woman and a wh ite man--perhaps from the smoked 
appearance of the Indian's skin and the pr evalance of 
Scotsmen 1n the pioneer days of Canada; 1960 

snaffle on to. To take something, to grab hold of, to claim 
as one's own, 1955 

snag. To lay c laim to something, to partake in something, 
as 1n 'Try to snag a bit of rest '= Try to go to sleep ; 
1936 

snake-room . A beer parlour, or cockta1 I lounge; 1961 

snark 1ly. Adverb, saucily, rudely, 111 - temperedly, saracast1cally, 
1964 
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snipe. To work the claim of another miner after the claim 
has supposedly been worked out, 1n the hope of f1nd1ng 
some sma ll traces of gold that might have been or1g1nally 
missed, 1909 

snoose . To use chewing tobacco; to snuff dope(?); 1944 

snoozer . 1 , used 1n ref erring to the sun, 1910 

snoozer . A slow person, one who 1s lazy; 1904 

sneezer . A vicious storm, such as a bl 1zzard; 1919 

snuck. The past tense form of the verb 'sneak', used in 
p l ace of the a l ternate past tense form 'sneaked', 1946 

sock a\1ay. To eat, esp. to eat 1n great quantities; 1959 

socked-i n. Attr 1b., foggy to such an extent that vis1b1l ity 
for land ing an aircraft 1s near zero, usu . said of 
a I rports; 1958 

sock off. To sleep, to go to s l eep; 1962 

soft1e. A person who 1s physically unfit, one viho is wea k 
and f labby; 1959 

some snuff . Attr1b. (?), high society, socially superior, 
1924 (1933) 

sort (someone). To reprimand, scold , or chast1ze; 1926 

souped, get . To receive nothing for one 1 s work, to go 
unrewarded, 1910 

soup- bowl. Att r 1b., refer ring to the seemingly endless 
l rne- ups one has to stand rn , as 1f one were 1n a 11ne for 
the soup kitchen wa 1t1ng to be served, 1959 

sour-assed. Attr 1b., unfriendly, cold- hearted, unsympathetic; 
1955 

sour- dough stiff. A person, usu. a vagrant (?) pecul lar to 
the Klondike rn the Yukon, who wr II eat only sour- dough 
bread and not baking powder bread, 1899 

souse. To Make someone drunk; 1959 

South Vanner . An 1nhab1tant of South Vancouver; 1955 

spar rov,. An 1mm 1grant from London, England (Sand1land's 
1912), 1918 

* speak \"h1te(!). Speak Engl rsh, not French, 1968 
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speed . Hethedr1ne--a drug used to get 1 h1 gh 1 with , 1968 

spiel the shells . To work a shell gane (a game of 'chance ' ) , 
1898 

spin. A dance, 1910, but ' sp in ' , v., DAS c1935 

splat. A quarrel, disagreement, perhaps from ' spat ' = 
d1sagreenent, 1955 

spoofy . Attr1b., confused (?), 1926 

sprog. Usu. pl., feet , usu. referring to big or coarse o r 
dirty feet, 1958 

squaring . At tr1b. , equal 1z1ng , evening out , as 1n ' He 
d 1str1buted a few dol lars for squar ing purposes , n his 
saloon ' = He gave a few dollars to the losers at his 
game to even their losses out; 1900 

squ1ff. To drink (heavily) 7, of 11quor ; 1959, but DAS 
' squ1ffed 1 = drunk 

squ1ffy. Attr 1b. , angry , peeved, 1925 

staky . Attr1b . , well -off, rich, as 1n 'he was never very 
staky ' = he \las never too rich, 1919 

staked off . Att r1 b. , of a gir l , engaged, or going steady; 
191 5 

stats . Stat 1st1cs, esp. the sta t1 st 1cs as invo lved 1n a 
sports l eague stand 1ng --show1ng the number of games 
played , wins . losses, po ints and the 11ke; 1963 

staved up. Att r1 b., stiff 1n the J01nts, because of l ack of 
exerc I se; 1920 

steam. Att r 1b., out of date, ant iquated, as ' steam' was 
rep l aced by better means of power, 1t became ou tmoded , 
1958 

s t eam. Vigor, energy, 1960 

Steam-beer. A local group of Libe rals (in the Yukon}, so 
named because their l eader was the president of a 
brewing company, 1938 

stem, score on the. (Of hoboes) to successfully beg for money 
on the street , 1961 

sterm-,1nder. A train locomotive, one t ha t 1s geared, 1942 

stepp1es . A type of woman ' s undershorts , 1928 
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stew-bum. A cook 1n a lumber camp, 1919 

~ stick Indian. ~n Indian from the bus h country of the i nterior of 
B.C.; 1956 

stiff as a boa rd. Attr1b., usu. of clothing, frozen ha rd , 
1910 

stink-wagon. A tractor, (as described by an Indi an) , 1920 

stockma n . A rancher , a hired hand on a ranch 1-.,ho tends the 
stock, 1962 

straw-foot. A person ' s ri ght foot, as opposed to the 1 hay-foot 1 

= the left foot, 1909 , Eng l 1sh c1 896 (?) 

st raw- push. A foreman, or a n under-foreman, 1964 

st retcher, A t a ll tale, a yarn; 1827(1829) 

stri ve, on the . Attempting to p ick up someone of the oppos i te 
sex on the street, without proper 1nt roduct1 on ; 1891 

~ stubble J umper. A farmer from the Pra iri es , anyone from the 
Pra Ir I es, 1966 

stuffing . The process of placing ill ega l ballots 1n a bal lot 
box during the voting tn a n election, the process of 
voting ~ore than once, or of voti ng for a non-existent 
pe r son, thereby supplying ext ra support for the cand idate 
of one ' s choice , 1908 , DA as v. , 1854 slang 

stumblebum. A lou t, a fool, a clumsy person , 1946 

stumpology. The science of stumps, perhaps forestry; 
1827(1 829) 

sucker-bait . A person susceptible to any g1Mmick, t rick , or 
the l Ike, 1955 

Sunday name . ?, a n ickname(?), 1909 

supe , To supervi se , manage a per son ( 1n sports)(?), 1910 

su r t> pop. As sure as shooting, as 1n ' you 'd lose your l 1cense , 
sure pop 1 

, 1890 

swear I 1ke a pira te. To use much profanity; 1905 

sweet-bugger-all, Nothing, sane th1ng of no va lue, 1946 

sweet t ime , t ake (one ' s) Ol>Jn. To do saneth l ng, or go some1-1here 
1n an unhur ri ed manner, 1960 
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Swift Camp. A lumber camp with ;:i tough foreman, where one 
can be hired and fired 1n a matter of minutes, 1908 

swinger. A person , usu. a girl, who 1s an extrovert, one who 
enJoys a good ti me ; 1964 

swipe, A binge, a dr 1nk1ng spree; 1883 

swonked, Attr 1b, , exhausted by labour; 1953 

T 

Tab . A local group of Liberals (1n the Yukon), so-called 
because hotel - keepers gave credits on 1,0,U ,' s or ' tabs' . 
After the election (1902) the tabs we re repudiated and 
un redeemed , and the party responsible (the Liberals) 
we r e n icknamed 1Tabs 1 as a result, 1938 (see also 'Steam­
beer ' ) 

Tad , A member of t he Conservative Party , as opposed to a 
1 Rad 1 = a member of t he Li bera l Pa r ty, 1852 

Tadpol e . A Fr ench- Canad ia n, a person from Lower Canada, 
1853 

t a i l , step on (one ' s). To apply pressu re on a person to make 
h im work ha rder ; 1942 

ta 1l - tw 1ster, A horse , 1965 

take t o the bush , To travel off the main route , by way of a 
tra il th rough the woods , or underbrush ; 1874(1926) 

take up with. To become f ri ends with someone, to become a 
companion of someone, 1960 

talka t hon, A marat hon round of talking, 1959 (see 'skatathon') 

t a ll s t uff , The forest, where the trees are ta l l; 1919 

ta ll y- ho. Att r, b,, upp 1tty, snobbish , styl ish{?); 1890 

t ank up. To f il l up on water, to take a drink of water 
(both said of cattle), 1958 

t ater bug, A potato bug; 1949 

* telegraphing. The 1rnpersonat1on of leg1t 1mate voters to 
enable one to stuff the ballot box ,n someone ' s favour, 
1960 
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tent-pegs . Beef- steak cut into st ri ps for camp use, esp , 
1f frozen; 1962 

Teut, A German, from ' Teutonic', 1969 

the ~a n, The leader of a gang , t he boss, 1963 

th1ev1n 1 iron, A person 's hand , 1909 

thi nk- pan . A person's brain, 1919 

throw (someone) a duck, (Of a ho rse) to unseat i ts ri der 
by throwing him off his back, 1965 

thunp 1ng . Attr1b., an 1ntens1f1er, euph. for 1daMned 1
, as 

1n 'a thump ing good idea ' , 1927 

t1ddl ,es . A sa ilor's tailor-made uniform , as opposed to hi s 
government issued one, his best uniform; 1945 (see also 
'pusser i ssue') 

tie on ( something) . To take part 1n, to enJoy to t he fullest ; 
1952 

t,e-pass , Force (phys ical), brutality(?}, 1912 

t ie - up. A Ja il, 1n western Canada , 1952 

Ttffy. (In the navy) a Sick Bay attendent ; 1945 

tin ea r on (someone), put a. To ignore by pretending 
deafness ; 1920 

Ti nse l Set . High society , so-ca l led 1n Mont rea l; 1945 

tippler. Someone who drinks 11 quor (ti pp les); 1924 (1933) 

T. O., o l d . Toronto, Ontario , 1964 

Toadsk1n. A do llar bill, 1912 1n Sand1land 1 s 11\/estern Canadian 
D1ct 1ona r y11 

tomahawk . In government, to defeat a Bill , by voting It down; 
1836 

~ Tomalky. A drink cons1st1ng of cheap a lcohol and tomato 
JU I Ce , 1 952 

t ongue-thrash . To chast1ze , reprimand someone ; 1924(1933) 

tongue-thrashing . A reprimand, a cr1t1c1sm, 1924(1933) 

tongue- wagger. A person prone t o goss,pp,ng , or s landering ; 
1936 
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top-brassism. An over-abundance of execut ives; 1961 

towni e . A per son who lt ves 1n the city, one who i s Ignorant 
of country life; 1946, OED 'townee ', 1897, DAE 1853 , as 
opposed to 'student' 

track snipe. A labourer on a ra ilroad track, 1952 , but DAS 
'sn ipe', c 1915 

tranpet te. A prostitute; 1950 

tranquilizer. A soap-opera on t e l ev isi on, because it bores 
one to s l eep (?); 1962 

trim. To overcome someth ing , as in ' th is time 1'11 trim it' 
= I'l l overcone it; 1959 

trim to a fin i sh . To financia ll y ruin a person, to leave a 
person penniless; 1910 

tri ple X. At tr1b., the finest , the best there is; 1898 

trot. A follower of, or member of, a Trotskyite club, as 
opposed to a Stalinist commun is t c l ub member; 1962 

t umble off the wagon . To give up one's state of not - dr i nking, 
to start dr1nk1ng again after a time of giv ing it up; 
1932 

t wiste r . A pair of handcuffs; 1958 

twist the tiger's t al l. To defy someone, thus getting into 
wor se trouble; 1953 

twit terat ,on. A state of such exc itement that one shakes all 
over because of it; 1855 

t wo-forty-one- an '-a half. Attrtb., fast , perhaps because of 
a horse-race be ing run in that time , and cons idered to 
have been a fast running; 1903 

two on a raft . (Of eggs) t wo eggs, poached or fried, placed 
on a piece of t oast; 1910 (see also ' Adam and Eve on a raft') 

u 

Uncle Shy lock. A mythica l per son used tn reference to the 
~n,ted ~tates, as in 'Uncle SaM' ; 1961 

under the bush. ( In relation to chi ldren) begotten 111eg,tt­
mate ly; extra-marital sexual activities; 1960 

under the gun. Attr ib., pressured , forced to do something 
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because of c i rcumstances, and expected to do 1t v1ell; 
1964 

unhand l ed . Attr1b., untit l ed, not of nob1l 1ty , 1960 

Un 1ver s1ty of Hard Luck. The bad experiences of 11fe-­
exper 1ences worse than those expert enced by peop I e \1ho 
l earned 1n the 'School of Hard Knocks'; 1910 

untie. To open a bottle (of liquor) and pour the contents 
out , 1889 

V 

vaude house. A theatre 1n which vaudeville 1s perforMed; 
1950 

wa ll op (the) dayl1ght(s) out of (someone). To physically 
beat someone, 1910 

way-off beer. A type of beer with a very 101~ alcoholic 
content that can be sold tn grocery stores 1n some 
prov, nces; 1957 

way up in the red. Deep ly 1n deb t ( 7 )--'in the red'= in 
debt, 1962 

weed sha r p. A botanist, 1870 

well hooked-up. Att rt b., r ich, aff l uent, 1962 

Wets. The canteen 1n a ship where l 1quor could be purchased 
and drunk, as opposed to a regular canteen where only 
foodstuffs could be purchased, 1945 

whack about. To roll around 1n bed, to toss and turn; 1932 

whacked out. Attr I b., exhausted by over\'JOr k, 1958 

whack up . To gather together one's goods (7 ); to leave one's 
belongings with another fo r safekeeping (?), 1903 

wham. A spectacular occurence, sooe th1ng large in size, 
1936 

what have you . A catchphrase meaning etcetera, and the l 1ke, 
the odds and ends; 1955 

what kill ed Aunt ie. Home brewed l iquor , 1945 
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whipper. ?, 1968 

wh1sk1f1ed. Attr,b., saturated by whiskey, drunk; 1916 

wh, stlepecker. A derog. name s1gn1fy1ng ~ scrawny, 
1ns1gnif1cant person, 1952 

wh,tefeet . A white person; 1832(1952) 

white savage. A crew member of a Canad tan Tr i ba l Class 
destroyer 1n the Second Wor ld \·Jar, so-called by Br 1t 1sh 
sailors, 1945 

whiz k id. A high l y intell ,gent person , one who learns things 
easily; 1963 

wholesale, A store which sells ,ts merchand ise at wholesale 
prices, 1960 

whole-wool . Attrib,, genuine; 1923 

Who 1 e Works. A lead Ing c , t i zen of a commun I ty- -one who 01,,ns 
almost everyth ing and everyone ,n the town; 1927 

whoop- de-doop. A party, a loud, fun celebration, 1959 

w1dehorn. An ox , usu . yoked to a wagon to pull tt, 1935 

w1ggy. Attr1b., insane, c razy; 1963 

wind gambler. A per son who pretends importance while it 
favours his pos 1t1on, but who quits and disappears when 
things go against h,rn, he makes hts plans according to 
the way the 1w1nd of favours ' blows; 1919 

window- dresser . A person who has a very shallow personal 1ty, 
one who ,s pleasant outwardly, but who 1s s1n1ster 
inwardly; 1920 

wind- warbler. A shrewd sa l esman , one with a gl i b tongue; 191 6 

w1ne- w1nner, A va r 1at 1on of 1 bread-w1nner' = the person 
supplying the bu lk of a fami l y 's income; 1910 

wolf - Ju i ce. A type of home brew made of hundred percent g rain 
a lcohol, 1963 

y 

yahoo, A rustic person , used 1n t he cite along with ' Bluenoses •, 
' Peasoups ' ; 1930 

yakking. Att r ,b. , talkative, noisy, as 1n a ' yakking l 1ttle 
band of school chi l dren ', 1958 
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yakett1ng . Talking, senseless talking JUSt for the sake of 
hearing oneself talk, 1959 

yard. The area around a tra i n depot where railroad cars 
are assembled into outgoing trains, and where railroad 
cars are stored and shunted about, 1955 

yardcop . A pol iceman, usu. hired by the railroad company, 
who patrols the rail yards looking for hoboes who are 
wa1t1ng to hop a tra1n--h1s duty 1s to prevent them from 
hopping tra i ns; 1955 

yeller stiff. 
'yeller'= 

A no-good person , a coward--a combination of 
cowardly, and 1 st1ff 1 = a person, fellow , 

1916 

yips. The J itters, a case of nervous tension ; 1963 

z 

zing . To travel quickly , to move at a fast speed, 1954 

zoot . A zoot su1 t--characterized by a Jacket with heavily 
padded shou l ders, large lapels , many buttons on the 
sleeves , and h1gh- wa1sted trousers with sharp pleats, 
cut full 1n the legs and tapered sharp l y to the narrow 
cuffs; popu l ar 1n the 1930's and early 1940 1 s; 1950 

zoot suit r1ot(s). Outbreaks of violence between the 
c 1v1l 1an ma l e popu lation (those that d id not en! 1st 1n the 
forces to fight 1n the Second World War), and the seamen 
who had been at wa r and \1ho resented the c1v1 I ,ans who 
shirked their duty , 1944 

zyzzle. The extra output that a person gives which creates 
success, usu. appl 1ed to describe a date ' s dress that 
has everything, 1951 
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LI ST (7) 

TABOO 

Th Is I I st con ta Ins \-1ords and express I ans deemed taboo In my 

est1mat1on. These are items \-1h 1ch dea l with sexual act1v 1t1es, 

curses, phys1o log1cal act1v1t1es, and the 1 ike. 

SAMPLE ENTRY• 

AS 

LI ST 

A 

lexical item. Def 1n1tion; d1ct1onary date (a l 1 lexical 
items are from SUE) 

another countr y heard from . A cp used when one of a 
company breaks wind, or 1nterJects s0Meth1ng into 
the conversat ion , c1930 

Anglo-I nd ian back, have an. (Of a g i rl) to have dead leaves 
adhe ri ng to the back of her dress as she returns from 
a 's t ro 11 ' ; c 1908 

anothe r country heard f rom. A cp used when one of a company 
breaks wind, or 1nterJects something into a conversation; 
c1930 

Are you keeping 1t for the worms? A cp addressed to a female 
reJect1ng sexua l advances , here, 1 1t' = her v i rg 1n1ty; 
c1945 

ass- hole was drilled, dug , seamed, bored or naturally 
evaginated, t hat guy don't know 1f his . He 1s a complete 
foo l , the phrase 1s mo re usu . ' •• . was punched or bored ' , 
used by Cdn. Army off 1cers, WWZ 

a r se over kettle . (Of a person fall 1ng down) head over heels; 
C 20 

ass . The female pudenda, late C 19-20 

ass . Arse, buttocks, C 19- 20, dial. and late coll., 1 the 
general US pronunc1at1on, Canadian also ' 
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8 

balls 1n an uproar , get one's. To becoMe undu ly excited ; 
Army; WWl 

bang. To have sexual intercourse ~<11th a wonan, C 20 

beachcomber. A \-1h1te man l 1v1ng \.,i1th an Esk1Mo woman, Cdn. 
Arctic; 1913 , becoming obs . by 1960 

better than a kick 1n the ass wi th a f rozen boot. A cp 
meaning that one should be sat1sf1ed with what one 
gets; C 20 

black as Toby's arse, Pitch-black, usu. said of a dark night, 
c1910 

bleed (one's) turkey. (Of men) to urinate; not 1n common use; 
c1925 

break the sound barrier. To break wind; ' orig . and mostly 
Cdn,', c1960 

Brown, good old. A cp •mply1ng sodomy, ' bro,-m' = anus; C 20 

built 11ke a br ick shit- house, (he's/ she ' s). One 1s 
physica ll y well-built, one has a good physique or figure , 
C 20, low 

bull-fuck. Custard, RR construction crews', c1910 

bum-fucker, A pederast, C 20, low 

C 

cat house. A brothel; c1925, ex US 

cherry. A young (wo)man's v1rg1n1ty (physically speaking); 
C 20 

ch1cken-sh1t. Information received from a superior, c1920 

chicken-shit. Attr1b., petty, 1ns1gn1f1cant, c1910-1930 

ch1cken- sh 1t 1n one's b lood, have. To be a coward; c1930 

corn- holer. See ' bum-fucker' 

crotch(-)rot. A form of skin fu ngus that attacks the area 
between the buttocks and around t he gro1n--an ext r emely 
common aff l 1ct 10n, 'mostly Cdn , '; C 20 col 1. 
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D 

dead- end street, The female pudenda, c1930 

d1c~(e)y dido. The female pudenda, C 20, by 1960, becoming 
obs . 

diddl e, To d191tate sexua ll y and successfully, C 20 

d1nk. The penis , -1 949 

Dirty Dick' s (/Dic ks) , The venereal ward 1n a mil 1tary 
hospi t a l, ' most l y Cdn . 1

, C 20 

do 1t the hard way ( stand ing up 1n a hammock) , (That's right!). 
A cp shouted at an awkwar d \/Orkman s trugg l 1ng at his 
J Ob, c1 910(7 ) 

do what the s t eer did . To , at the least , try to do something; 
'from the observed efforts of these underpr1v1leged 
an ima l s to l ead a norma l love- life' , c1~20 

do you spit much with tha t cough? A cp said to one who has 
JU St broke wind , c1910-30 

dong , See 1d 1nk 1 

don ' t get your sh it hot ! Simme r down, keep ca lm, C 20, low 

dose of salts through a serpent gir l, 11ke a, Adverb, ve ry 
quick ly; c 1930 

doubl ed over 11 ke a dog fuck ing a football . Doub led right 
over, Army; WW2 

drain (one ' s) rad iator . See ' bleed (one 's ) turkey ' 

E 

eyes 11ke two piss- holes 1n the snow, Deeply sunken yellow 
eyes , C 20 , low co l l. 

F 

fart 1n a gale , 11ke a. Utterly helpless ; C 20 

fart 1n a wi nd- storm, as much chance as a , A cp mean ing no 
chance at a l l , c1910 

Fort Bushy. The fema le pudenda ; C 20 

fucked by the fickle finger of fate , Down in one ' s luck, 
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done for; Army off 1cers, \.1\./2 

fuck i ng the dog . An 1rr1tat 1ng and sense less occupati on ; 
occ . elaborated to 1 forn1cat1ng the poodle', C 20 

fucking the dog. The avoida nce of work by appearing to be 
busy at a useless task ; cl920 

fucks I 1ke a mink , she. A cp 111ean1 ng a \IOMan 1s amorous and 
promiscuous ; c1920 

fu ll of p i ss and vinegar . Robust 1n heal t h, and fu l l of 
energy, 1 v1negar 1 has a connotation of sex , C 20 , 
l ow, also US 

G 

get a ma r ked tray. To catch a venerea l d i sease ; ' perhaps ori g . 
a euph . = to avo id 1nfect1on 1

, hospitals '; c1910 

gifted , (Usu , of men) homosexua l , as rn 'Is he g ifted? ', 
c1925 

g rggy. Anus , C 20 , low 

g rggy!, up your . A cp of contempt uous reJect1on; C 20 , low 

go a ll t he way . (Of a gi r l ) to permit sexual inte rcour se as 
we ll as petting, c1920 , col l . 

go take a fly i ng fuck at/of a gal l oping goose ! Go away, 
bea t 1t; Army ; \/W2 

goose . To Jab a finger into the anus of someone, 1n order 
t o surpri se or annoy ; c1910 

gooser. See 'bum- fucker' 

H 

H. T. ~~ . S. s. T. K. S. Mason ic 1n1t1als sanet1mes interpreted , 
f acetious ly , as ' Hot- ta i led Y1ll 1e shou ld stop t1ckl 1ng 
~t ,e's ~ex', c191 0 - - -

hammer. See 1dink ' 

hard (/ t ough) t rtty! A cp meaning 'too bad, hard luck ' , 
often used 1ron1cally, c1930 

haul arse. To go away, often qu ickly; c1930 

hau l (one's) ashes . To co1t; late C 19-20, low 
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he could fall into a shit- hole and come up smell 1ng of 
v1olets 0 A cp said of an exceptionally lucky fellow , 
late C 19- 20, low 

he ' d drink the stuff 1f he had to strain 1t through a shitty 
cloth. A cp mean1n9 'he 1s a hopeless drunkard ' , c1920, 
low 

he wouldn ' t say ' shit ' {even) 1f he had a (/his) mouth full 
of 1t. A cp descr1b1ng an excessively mealy-mouthed 
man, c1930, low 

' hel l ! ' c r ied the duchess and f lung down he r cigar. A 
mean i ngless elaboration of 'hell!', C 20 

hey , Mudder, give my brudder the udde r udder! A cp with 
no meaning, used almost as a tongue tw ister, and 
c lear l y derived from one, never 1n very general use; c1930 

honey th ighs . An endearment to an attractive gi r l; c1945 

horse 1 s arse hoss' s ass. A name g iven to a per son disliked 
or d i s t rus t ed, Army, C 20 

hor se going south , (the) north end of a . A JOc . elaboration 
of the preced ing, C 20 

horse ' s neck. A po l 1te fo rm of ' horse ' s arse' , c1920 

hot as a f i re- c r acker. At t r 1b. , sexually hot - blooded and 
prom i scuous, c1910 

hungry enough to ea t the arse out of a dead skunk. Attr i b. , 
famished, C 20, low 

haven ' t laughed so hard s ince my mothe r caught her (left) 
t it 1n the wr inger . I haven ' t laughed so hard 1n a 
long time, C 20 

need ( /want) a piss so bad my back teeth a re floating . 
need (/want) a p i ss so bad I can taste 1t. Cp's 
expressing a strong need, C 20 , low 

need (/want) a sh i t so bad my eyes are brown. A cp expressing 
strong need , C 20 

wouldn ' t give you the sweat off my balls or the steam off 
my shit . A cp said to saneone detested, C 20, low 

I'm off 1n a shower (/a cloud) of s hit. A cp meaning 
' goodbye' , Army, ~/W2 
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1n the wo rds of t he Chinese poet •• • What Chinese poet?, •• Ah 
Shit, the Chinese poet . A very e laborate way of 
expressing disgust on hearing of bad luck or unpleasant 
1nstruct1ons-- 1f a friend hears the first part of t he 
expressi on , he asks the second part, thu s affording the 
speaker the opoortun1ty to express the l ast part; c1910 

J 

Jerk (one ' s) gher kin. See 'pump (one 1 s) p ickle ' 

Johnson . The pents(?), mtd C 19-20, by 1950 , obs. 

K 

knackers, the man with the brass. See 'man with the brass 
knacker s ' 

know (one ' s) arse from a ho l e 1n the ground, not to. To be 
1nord 1nately stupid, c1910 

know t he d iffer ence between sh1tt1ng and tearing hts arse, 
he doesn ' t (/don ' t). He 1s stuo1d(?); 1920 1 s 

knov, whether (one) 1s Ag nes or Angus, not to. (by males 
only) a cp used 1n very cold weather , or after sw1mm 1ng 
1n co ld wate r , c1930 

L 

lay . A gi rl , esp , one who 1s usu. compliant, ex US ve rb 
' lay ' = t o co1t with a girl , c1945, low 

li ke shit through a goose. Very fast , C 20, 101-.,, see also 
' dose of sa l ts through a ser pent girl, l ike a' 

11 tt le friend, (one ' s) . A euph . meaning the menses (female 
use); ex the fact that the menses are of t en we lcome as 
a sign of non- pregnancy; c1920 , also Aust. 

H 

maidenheads , Parentheses, prin ters ', late C 19- 20 

make, on the, (Of either sex) seeking sexual adventure; 
c1920 

man with the brass knackers, t he. The boss, RR, -1 910, 
general labourers ', - 1914 
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mi l es and Miles and (bloody) Miles of sweet fuck- all. The 
Cdn. Pra1r1es, ' ruefully JOc . 1

, 1919 

monkey, cold enough to freeze the balls (/ears--for refined 
co~pany) off a brass . Exceedingly cold, C 20, low, coll. 

monkey- farting. Useless employment, a waste of time, silly 
behaviour, n . and adJectrve, C 20 

muff- d iver. A c un il 1ng1st; C 20 , low 

my mother to l d me there wou l d be days li ke t h is , but she 
didn ' t say t here ' d be so many . A cp aopl 1ed to a ' tough ' 
time, esp . 1n the Army, with an obl 1que reference to 
menstrua t ion; Army, W\~ 

N 

nava l engagement. Sexual 1ntercou rse--pun on ' navel ' ; Mavai 
officers, becom ing more genera l , c1940 

next t ime you make a pie , will you give me a piece? A 
male cp sugges ti on to a g ir l that she shou l d co-operate, 
c1895- 1914 

n1bbet s. Deposits of fecal or seminal matter 1n the hai r 
about t he anus or the fema le pudenda; late C 19- 20, 
low, coll. 

north end of a ho r se go ing south, the . See ' horse go ing 
south, (t he) nor th end of a. ' 

0 

Ol d l ady Five Fi nge r s . Mastu r bation, 'mostly Cdn. ' , C 20 , 
low 

on p l easure bent . A cp appl 1ed to a bOI-J- legged \mman; c 1950 

p 

pecker. The pen is, obs. 1n most places except Canada, where 
st ill 1n wide use, C 19- 20 

pee-Willy. An effeminate male, c1925 

p ig-fucker (/the P. F. man- -a politer form). The man in a 
lumber camp who looks after the tools , l umbermen's, C 20 

p1g - st1ck1ng . Sodomy, c1920 , low 
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piss hard-on, a. A ma tut1nal erection caused by the desire, 
and need, to urinate, C 20, lov1 

piss- pot Jugg ler . A chamberma id 1n a hotel, C 20 

piss (/pee) -1r1armer. A h ighly cor1pl 1mentary term for anything 
wel l - I 1ked; C 20 

p iss- cut t er . A term Meaning the same as the orecedtng one ; 
tJavy, -1 952 

poontang. Copu l a t ion , esp . with a coloured woman and a white 
man; variants · ' poong ta , 1

, ' poong ka i'; common also 
among homosexua l s for sexua l relat ions, C 20 

poontanger . The penis ; l umbermen ' s, C 20 

po t t o pee (/p i ss) 1n, doesn ' t (/didn ' t) have a. A cp 
i nd1 cat1ng extreme poverty, c1905 

propos 1t 1on. n . and v . , To suggest sexua l 1nt1macy, hence, 
then.; ex US(?) ; c1940 

pump (one ' s) p ickle. To mastu rbate, C 20, l ow 

put a bit of hai r round ,t for you? , shall I. A cp said t o 
a wo r kman having t roub l e 1nser t1ng something into a hole, 
C 20 

pu t ou t . To pe rmi t, even 1nv 1te , sexua l 11ber t 1es, as 1n 
' Oh , she 'll put out , al l ri ght ', ex US, c1950 

R 

r emember t he gir l who went out to buy a kn tck- knack and came 
back wi th a t1 tb1t. A punning cp, 1939- 55 , lm-1 

round heels , she has (/she ' s got) . A cp sai d of a gir l who 
1s sexua ll y compl 1ant--a g irl wi th hee l s so round t ha t 
t he least push wi l l pu t her on her bac k, c1925 

s 

same o ld sh it but (/on ly) more of 1t. The equiva lent of 
'SNAFU ' = s1tua t1on normal, a ll fouled (fucked) up; Army; 

WW2 

saw off a chunk (/piece). To have sexual re la tions wi t h a 
woman, c1920 

sca red fa r tless. Very much afraid; C 20 
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scared shrtless. Scared to death, afrard, ' most ly Cdn . ', 
C 20 

shack up. To l 1ve together al though unmarried, ex US, c194S 

shat on from a great height. Reor1Manded by sa,eone of much 
higher rank, Services', WW2 

she walks 11ke she's got a feather up her ass, A cp applied 
to a woman with a m1nc1ng, self-conscious gait; C 20 

sh r t. An exp letive, very common tn the earthy speech rn 
Canada; C 20 

shrt, Short for ' bull - shrt' meaning hot arr, baloney, as rn 
'don't hand (or feed) me that shrt' = I don't bel reve 
you, Army, W2 

shrt a brick, yeah, you could, A cp of d1sbel ref Mean ing 
'lrke hell, you could'; c1930 

shrt-ass luck, Extremely bad luck, C 20 

shit (/be sh rttrng) br1c~s. To be really worried; C 20 

shrt hrts the fan, when (/shrt'll hrt the fan, then the,). 
A cp 1nd1cat1ve of grave or exerting conseauences; an 
allusion to the consequences of throwing this mater ial 
into an electric fan ; c1930 

shit- hot. Enthusrastrc to the po int of unpleasantness, as 
rn 'He's sh rt - hot on spit and pol 1sh 1 , ArMy, 1914 

shrt house in the fog, stands out 11ke a. A cp 1nd1cat1ng 
that something 1s very clearly v1s1ble; C 20, Im, 

shit-house luck. Very bad luck, C 20, low 

shit! mother, I can ' t dance. A cp 'Just for something to 
say ', Joc., c1920, low 

sh i t or get off the pot! A cp directed at a drce player 
unab 1 e to crap out, Army, WW2 Nm, , I be 1 r eve, the 
meaning rs , make up your mind and do something, don't 
Just stand there. 

shrt , shave, shower, shoe- shrne and shampoo, I 1ve had (/1 
had) a, Prepared for whatever happens, esp. for an 
import ant da te; Army In 1,/\/2 , cl 930 

sh1t- d 1sturber. One who by his actions, causes everybody 
unnecessary trouble, late C 19-20, low 

shrt we ighs heavy! A cp directed at a boaster; late C 19-20, 



low 

shoot the sh i t. To talk idly, to tell tall tales , Army ; WW2 

skeletons fucking on a t,n roof , a noise 11ke (/rt rattles 
l 1ke) two (/a pair of). ~ loud , annoying no i se, also 
US, 1920 1 s, l ater (c1940) Bri t . and Aust. 

skin a turd, he'd. He 1s pars 1J11on1ous; late C 19- 20, low 

skin dog. A male 'sexual athlete ', c1 950 , low 

stacked , we ll. (Of a g i r l) possessing la rge and attract ive 
breasts; ex US, c1942 

steamed-up. Attr1b., ready for sexual i ntercourse, 'turned 
on', c1930 

sticks (/stuck) out li ke the ba lls on a bulldog, he. (Of 
a person) to be conspicuous, c1920 

suck- hole , To t oady , to cringe , as 1n 'he won 't suck- hole 
to anyone', C 20, low 

sucking the h1ndt1t. (Esp . 1n pool roOMs, but also 1n genera l 
sporting slang) to be we ll behind •~ points, or in 
a r r ea r s , c 1 9 3 0 , 1 m-1 

T 

t ake ,t out , n trade. To have sexual intercou rse with a 
g irl one entertains for the evening; Joe ., c1946 

tear off a p iece. To copulate wi th a woma n, also Aus t. and 
US; late C 19- 20 

t hat remains t o be seen , as the monkey said \-ihen he shat 1n 
the sugar bowl . A facet ious e l aborat ion cp of 'that 
rema ins to be seen ' , c1930 

this tra 1n1ng reall y t oughens you you get musc l es 1n your 
sh It. A mean Ing 1 e ss cp, Army; \4\42 

tight as a bul 1 ' s arse 1n f ly- ti me , he 's as, (a lso. he 's 
so t ight he squeaks). To be c lose- f isted , mean , stingy ; 
1930 IS 

t it ,n a ti ght crack, have (one's) . To f ind oneself 1n an 
awkwa rd and uncomfortab l e pos1t1on, whe t her physical or 
emot ional , c1 920, 1 0••1 

tough titty! See ' hard t1tty!' 
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u 

under the weather . (Of a woman) menst r uat ing , also US; 
C 20, co 11 • 

up and down l 1ke a shit- house seat. A cp refe rri ng to a 
gambler ' s luck, Army ; \/\/2 

up the di r t road. A cp refer r ing to sodomy, - 1950 , l ow 

up your ass, wi th a hard- wire brush (/crooked st1ck,/red- hot 
poker) ! A cp sa id 'Jus t for something to say; a fellow 
doesn ' t mean anything uncomfortabl e \-.Jhen he says 1t'; 
Army In ~/W2; C 20 

up your ass with a charged condenser . A va riant of the 
preced i ng; post 1945 

used- beer department . A latri ne 1n a d r 1nk1ng establ 1shment , 
c1925 

use l ess as t I ts on a bu 11 (/on a ,..,hore) • Comp I ete 1 y use 1 ess; 
late C 19- 20, low 

useless as t i ts on a canary . A variant of the preceding; 
c1945 

V 

varn ish (one ' s) cane. (Of the male) to coit; C 20, Im" 

\ I 

,..,et deck. A harlot subrn I tt Ing sexua 11 y to several, or more, 
men 1n qu ick succession, a Cdn. variant of ' bu ttered 
bun 1 

, 1 ate C 1 9- 20 

y 

you p l ay I 1ke I fuck. A cp said t o a poor card - player, 
Army; W2 

you wouldn ' t sh i t me (/don't shit the troops). A cp showing 
d1sbel1ef 1n wha t has been sa id , Army, \•i\./2 

your ass- hole 1 s suck ing wind. A cp mean ing , you don't know 
,..,hat you ' re t a lking about, Army , \f\./2, low 

your ass 1s sucking blue mud . A cp say ing you are 1n error; 
cl 925, 10\-.J 
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your cock 1s out a foot . A variant of the preceding; c1925, 
low 

you're so full of shit your eyes are brown. A cp expressing 
a violent d1sl1ke, Army, \./\/2 

172 



1 73 

6 . 0 BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Avis, Walter , S., Ed, - 1n-Ch1ef. A D1ct1onary of Canad1;,in1sms on 
H1stor1cal Pr1nc1ples . \/, J. Gage ltd., Toronto, 1967 

Crate, Charles , The Natu re and Sources of Current Canadian Youth 
Slang . Unpubl 1shed Paper. 

Fowler, H, W. & Fowler , F. G,, Eds. The Concise Oxford Dictionary 
of Current Engl 1sh . Clarendon Pr ess , Oxford , 1964 . 

Hulbert, J. R. D1ct1onar1es British and American . And re Deutsch 
ltd. , London, 1955 (1968 Ed1t1on). 

Landry, Eugene, E. The Underqround D1ct1onary . S1Mon & Schuster, 
Mew Yori-.., 1971 • 

Mathews, Mi tford, M. A D1ct 1onary of Amer1can1srns on H1stor1cal 
Pr1 nc 1ples . Un1ver s 1ty of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1951 (1956 
Ed 1t1on). 

Hencken, H. L. The Amer ican language. Alf red A, Knopf , Ne\J York , 
1929 

Hurray, James, A. H. The Evolution of Enql ish l ex icography . 
McGrath Publ 1sh1ng Co ,, College Par~ , Maryland, 1970 . 

Orkin , Ma r k, H. Speak1nq Canadian Engl 1s h. General Publ1sh1ng 
Co. Ltd ., Toronto , 1970. 

Partr idge , Eric . A D1ct1ona ry of Slanq and Unconventiona l English . 
vols. I & t I. Routledge & Kegan Paul ltd ., London, 1937 
(1961 & 1967 Ed1t1ons). 

Partr idge , Er ic . Slanq Today and Yesterday. Routledge & Kegan 
Paul ltd. , London, 1933 (1970 Ed1t1on). 

Partridge, Eric . The Gentle ~rt of lex1cograohv--as pursued and 
experienced by an addict. Andre Deutsch ltd ., London , 1963. 

Sagar 1n, Edward. The Anatomy of Dirty Words . Lyle Stuart, 
Mew York , 1962. 

Sand 1land, John , Ed. Western Canadian D1ct1onary and Phrase- Book. 
also pub! 1shed by John Sandlland, \/1nn1peg , Manitoba, 1912. 

Went\-1orth , Harold & Flexner, Stuart, Berg , D1 ct1onary of American 
Sl ang. George G. Harrop & Co. Ltd . , London, Toronto , 1960. 



VITA 

Su rname PRESTON Given Names : DONALD WESLEY ------------- ------------

Place of Birth: VICTOR IA, B.C. Date of Birth · JUNE 19, 1948 ---------- ____ .....;~-'--,.;;...----

Educationa l lnst1tut 1ons Attended , wi th Dates of Entering and Leaving: 

UN IVERS ITY OF VICTORIA , VICTOR IA, B.C. 1966 to 1973 

Degrees , Di plomas, Etc . , Awarded , wi th Oates and Names of Institutions · 

B. A. (Honours) 1970 University of Victor ia, V1 ctor1a , B. C. 

Honours and Awards· 

Government of B.C. Scholarships, 1967/68 and 1968/69 and 1969/70 

W. J. Gage ltd. Fe l lowship , 1971/72 and 1972/73 



PART IAL COPYR IGHT LICENSE 

I hereby grant the righ t to lend my t hes i s (the ti t le of vJh1ch 1s sho•,,n 

below) to users of the Un1vers1ty of V1ctor1a lib r a r y , and to nake 

sing l e cop ies on ly for such users or 1n response t o a request from t he 

library of any o t her un 1vers1ty, or s1rn1lar 1nst 1tu t 1on , on its behalf 

or fo r one of i t s users . I fu rther ag ree that perr, 1ss1on for ex t ensive 

copy i ng of th i s t hesi s for scholarly purposes r,ay be gran t ed by me or 

a member of the Un1vers1 t y designated by me . It 1s understood that 

copying or pub l1 cat1on of this thesis for f 1nanc1a l ga i n shal l not be 

al l owed wi thout my wr i tten pe r m1ss1on 

T itl e of Thes i s 

A SURVEY OF CANAD IAN ENG LI SH SLAMG 

Signature 

DONALD WE SLEY PRESTON 

Name 

APR IL 30, 1973 

Date 




