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Overview Types of Annotation

Manicules Victoria, McPherson Library, MS Eng.1, a late fifteenth-century copy of John Dots and Shanks

Lydgate’s The Fall of Princes, is one of few complete medieval manuscripts -
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Edwards assessed it in the journal Manuscripta and claimed, “the Victoria

Little hands pointing out [Lydgate] manuscript is unlikely to be a text of great significance to students.”

areas of subjective interest.
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multiple avenues of research on medieval and early modern readership
DOOdles and book ownership. Although the main text is Middle English, the
7 , marginalia is trilingual—Middle English, Latin, and French—and it consists of .
i e structural markings (e.g., section labels or titles not introduced by the original Later Notes of Envol
scribe), scribal notations and corrections, an early modern signature =
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Victoria, McPherson Library, MS.Eng.1 houses a variety of marginalia and
annotation, but it Is, perhaps, most interesting to note notation that is

ey o Fol.47r specific to women. There area multitude of notes of envoi throughout the
é' g whole of the manuscript, but there is one instance where the envoli
9( & My m iIndicates that it is a “L’'envoi p[our] les femmes” (fol.7v). This is not the only
Fol.scs?)m%ﬁ-, 3}" occurrence in which a marginal note in The Fall of Princes has been
. B specifically directed towards or about women. The Longleat MS (a
% T et comparable MS housed in Somerset, UK) also contains a “nota for
o 5> .v\/v\‘) BT {L el i wemen” (fol.159.15r) directly opposite a passage that discusses the
P a P & | Lombard princess Romilda, who is rejected by Cacanus after spending the
e ReSe . Fol.9r .x./, e . . . . . . -
~ e night with him and late dies impaled on a stake. Another item of interest
regarding women and readership can be found in the bracketing and
- braces that annotate our manuscript throughout. The annotator has
Owner Slg natu rE? explicitly singled out passages which address women or their character.
This is, potentially, indicative of either a female reader or a special interest
In female characters in the context of The Fall of Princes.
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Victoria, McPherson Library, MS.Eng.1 is not the most attractive manuscript in
the world, but what it lacks in style it makes up for in content. The differing
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