
RELATIONSHIPS WITH PLACE, CONSERVATION, AND DEVELOPMENT:
 ZINCTON RESORT CASE STUDY

Context

Located in Southeast BC

Between New Denver and Kaslo

Methodology
Website and Document Analysis 

Interviews

Zincton is a ski resort proposal set apart by their vision for creating an accessible, low impact backcountry experience.
The site is located on Sinixt, Sylix, and Ktunaxa Territory

Valhalla Wilderness Society
Forestry consultant/ land-use
conflict specialist

Opponents:



Silversmith generator owner/ operator
Zincton team member

Proponents:



Focused on material from the Autonomous Sinixt, the Valhalla Wilderness Society, and Zincton 

Backcountry oriented

Environmentally sensitive

Research Questions

How can framing help us
understand the conflict around the
proposed Zincton Resort?

How do proponent and opponent
relationships to place help explain
their position in the conflict?

Purpose
This study highlights how narratives of

place and land-use are framed
differently by competing stakeholders
in order to influence public perception
and gain local support. The purpose of
this research is to better understand

the conflicting perspectives
surrounding the Zincton proposal

within the unique social, cultural, and
economic local contexts.

Analysis

Findings

Theory

Discussion

Extractivism operates beside
assimilation in serving capitalism

and settler-colonialism. It is
more than the material process

of industrial development, “it’s a
mindset—it’s an approach to
nature, to ideas, to people”

(Simpson, 2013).

The ski industry in BC operates
under settler-colonial ideologies

that separate humans from nature
and conceptualize land as a
commodity: Powder is the

commodity and skiers are the
consumer.

Qualitative data collected throughout the project was analyzed with the
framing analysis tool shown above. Frames were identified in
stakeholder arguments to help make sense of the conflicting

perspectives. 

Scale of resort framed differently by opponents and
proponents.
Sense of place discussed throughout interviews without
prompt.
Framing as an effective tool for analysis.
Processes of delegitimization: science and truth
questioned on either sides of the debate.
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