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Introduction

While Iittle read today, Mary Elizabeth Braddon was a bestselling Victorian author, whose
novels, along with those of Wilkie Collins and Ellen Wood, helped found sensation fiction,
a popular 1860s literary genre whose shocking and mysterious content delighted readers.
Lady Audley’s Secret (1861-62), Braddon’s most famous novel and the one that launched
her career, scandalized readers with ILady Audley’s murder attempts and bigamy,
challenging Victorian norms of femminity. Contemporary reviewers of the novel, such as
Henry James, attributed the novel’s populanty to Lady Audley’s famihiarity with modern
technologies: “The novelty lay in the heroine being, not a picturesque Itahan of the century,
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Timekeeping and Detection

Social historians such as E.P. Thompson and Wollgang Schivelbusch have shown
how the industrial revolution engendered the mternalization of time-discipline (a
soclal order wherein workdays are structured around clock time rather than solar
time), and the expansion of the rallway in Britain necessitated the standardization
of timekeeping, making timepieces essential tools of mdustry and producing by
the mid-nineteenth century a Victorian populous obsessed with tme. Lady
Audley’s Secret 1s especially time-conscious 1n 1ts narrative preoccupations with
chronology, suspense, and timekeeping. Vain and materialisic, Lady Audley
covets timepleces both as markers ol her newlound class posiion and, more
practically, as tools to perfectly tme her nefarious deeds, embodying a modern
industrial tme-discipline at odds with the novel’s pastoral setting. Moreover, the
text metonymically conflates Lady Audley with timepieces when her secret
abandoned child can only remember her as “the pretty lady” who “gave |him his]
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rejects his lite of aristocratic leisure and internalizes the industrial time-discipline
that governs Lady Audley’s nefarious actions to reveal her dark secrets. Robert’s
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