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ABSTRACT 

This thesis is an exploration of the social construction and 

organization of community palliative care. The author's personal 

experience as the wife of a dying person is used to explicate the social 

relations of palliative care, through the feminist and constructivist 

methodology of institutional ethnography. The data analyzed includes a 

personal journal, working texts of the palliative care team (e.g. recording 

and reporting forms) obtained through Freedom of Information, and the 

Palliative Care at Home manual. 

The author argues that the work of palliative care is text mediated, 

and carries into the helping relationship ideas from the discourse, for 

instance about the necessity for a multidisciplinary professional team. 

These work practices construct the dying person as a set of manageable 

problems, in a way that objectifies the patient and family members. 
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