THE CROWSNEST PASS DURING TH: DEPRESSIONj
A S0CIOECONROMIC HISTORY OF
SOUTHEASTERN BRITISH COLUMBIA,

1918-1939

by
WILLIAM ALEXANDER SLOAN
BeAey Notre Dame University of Nelson, 1966
A THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT

OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF

MASTER OF ARTS
in the Department
of

History

We accept this thesls as conforming

() WILLIAM ALEXANDER SLOAN, 1968
UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA

August 1968



THE UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA LIBRAR
MARUSCRIPT THESIS

AUTHORITY TO DISTRIBUTE

AUTHOR s This theslis may be lent or microfilm copies made
avallables

(a) Without restriction

(b) With the restriction that,
for a period of five years
(until ) the
written approval of the
following is required:

(1) The Chailrman, School
of Graduate Studies

{(2) The Autheor

(3) both the Cheirman,
School of Graduate
Studies, and the Author

BEOEROWERS: The borrower undertskes, by signing below, to give
proper credit for any use made of the thesis, and
to obtain the consent of the author if it is
proposed to meke extensive gquotations, or teo
reproduce the thesis in whole or in part.

Signature of Torrower Address ate
O WERS\T { OF
r — N eyl e 0
oA | §.C 23 (ToseR (1o

® ¢\,

U ‘V_.,JL\,-.J{’-;) “'31 C;ULM /7, jbv-r\ y [AT10




ABSTHACT
Supervisors Dr. Heglnald H, Roy

The decade of the "thirties"™ had profound effects on the
economic and soclel structure of Canada, Consideradble research
haes exposed the tresuma of the vast majority, but historians have
tended to apprly the genergl trends affecting the lerger rolitical
or geographical arcas to particular locales or economic units,
The Crowsnest Pass erea of Southeastern British Columbia has
been treated in such a manner.

The three-year slump in trade postdeting the First world
Wer wes ended in most of Canada with s return to relative pros-
perity by 1923, FPut in maeny eress the much~heralded prosperity
was superficiel at best, Throughout the decade, coal and steam
as sources of energy were graduslly revleced by oil end other
easily transported fuels, The railways which had played an integ-
rel role in pre-war prosperity were in constant difficulty efter
the war. A number of costly strikes waged by the United Hine
Workers of America in fece of wage cuts and perlodic "lay-offs"
further reduced coal orders. Tre entrance of a superior Alberta
domestic coal into the market curtailed ar ocutlet formerly filled
by Eritish Columbia steam coal. Dempnds of the Nova Scotla miners
for a subsidy that would allow competition with Fennsylvania coal
for central Cansdian markets brought a r«taliatory taeriff by the

United States government on Crowsnest Pass coel supnlying the

«liii~
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American mid-west merkets, The combined result of the afore-
mentioned fectors prostrated the only major industry of the
Crowsnest Fass throughout the two decades prior to the Second
World War,

conomic stagnation of the reglion led to widespreasd uneme
ployment, Instruments for relief of the unemployed had not been
creeted in the decsde before 1929, Charity waes largely in the
hands of benevolent socleties who were often limited by e laeck
of resources. By the time the more intense effects of worldwide
depression affliétod the arca, residents were hardened to decline~
ing economic conditions,

Soelal trsums which sccompenied the disastrous economice
regession, in wreaking severe hardships on the indigent, caused
major adjustments in their thinking. Kepercussions were felt in
elmost every esvect of human relationships and endeavor, as the
character cf churches, schools, clubs, political rarties, hosp-
itals and fraternal socleties were forced to undergo changes.

The attitudes of parents snd families underwent msjor aodjustments
a8 the 2bility to properly clothe, feed and educate their child-
ren was endengered. Meny who had been sccustomed to the security
of regular incomes and savings for retirement were forced to live
on a mere subsistence with no hope for the future,

Pressure of nublic opinion on the govermnment brought action
only to satisfy minimum political expedients, FDecsuse the entire
region was cconomically stagnant the dole would not suffice.

Only a longerange retraining program could have eased the situa-
tion. As the standerd of living generally rose in Canada during
the last half of the decade the state of residents in the Crows-
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nest Pass correspondingly worsened, Dissent was promulgsted
through radical unions, unemployed assoclations and loezl pole
itical parties. The demands of the residents were not treated
seriously by 1936 because of the relstive prosperity of the rest
of Cansdeae The lack of response to the plight of this coal mining
region end the accompanying stigma that enveloped the indigents'
parasitic condition quelled all their initiative, It wes not
until the large-scale ermament bulld-up in 1939 and the resulting
increased coal orders for the Crowsnest mines that 2 premium was

placed on mine labour and the relief roles were reduced,
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CHAPTER I
LCONOMIC BASES OF THE REGION

In the traditional industrial countries population and
industry tends to concentrate around natural resources or
within ready access of transportation routes. However in
Canada, the largest coal reserves are located in isolated
areas, far from the industrial center of the nation,

In the West, vast quantitlies of coal did not become
available until the transcontinental railways and the opening
of the prairies provided a market. As a consequence of the
geological location of the coal deposits and the relatively
recent availabllity of the prineipal reserves, industrial
development in Canada was forced to resort fo other sources
of energy. The St. Lawrence lowlands in the industrial heart
of Caneda had to rely on the Appalachian coal fields of the
United States to r111.1ts requirements, Shipping of coal
from Nova Scotia and Cape Breton Island, and from the Western

Provinces could be underteken only under serious competitive

handicapa.l

The vast deposits of coal in the Crowsnest Pass area

of British Columbla lay in the shadow of this geographic dise

ly. T. Eesterbrook and Hugh G. J. Altken, Canadi [*)
History, Tor., Macmillan Co., 1967, ppe 523=524,

ole
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advantege and did not become economically important until the
last decade of the nineteenth century when discovery of ore
bodies was made in the West Kootenay. Attention was then
directed to a need for facilities to transport the necessary
coal for smelters and reduction furnaces. The history of the
development of the Crowsnest Pass area of British Columbia
corresponded with the fulfillment of this essential service
by the construction of the Crowsnest Branch of the Canadian
Pacific Rallway in 1898 and the Great Northern Railway from
Gateway, Montama in 1902.2

With the entry of James J. Hill, the American railroad
and industrial tycoon, into the directorship of the Crow's
Nest Pass Coal Company in 19013 and the completion of his
railroad into the American Midwest in the following year,
the Crowsnest Pass coalfields became indelibly linked to a
large metaellurgical and railroad market. Industry in wecstern
Montana, Idaho and Washington soon became as reliant omn these
coalfields as the St. Lawrence lowlands industrial complex
was on the Pennsylvania ooalrlelda.“

As coal markets mushroomed in response to fuel demands of

the numerous anoltorus in the Pacific Northwest and southern

2P, A. Rickard, "A History of Coal Mining in British Col=-
umbla,” The Miner, July, 1942, p. 29.

3ivad.
kgee Table XX.

SHarold A Innis, 'The xootonny Rc;ion: artor the Crowanest
Pass Rallway," Settl X e Fore z ! ne Fron
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British Columbig,a number of accessible coal seams were opemed
in the Crowsnest Pass. The oiiginal coal seams in the valley
of Coal Creek were supplemented in 1898 by devclopment of rese
erves at Michel Creek,; twenty-two miles north.s and in 1901 by
the opening of mines near the intersection of Morrissey Creek
with the Elk River, ten miles to the south.7

Prosperity of the communities which grew around the mine
sites was almost completely reliant on the state of the coal
industry, with the exeception of Fernie, whose diversity of
commercial interests attracted the residents of the smaller
towns and the lumber workers from the isolated camps. Fernie's
prosperity climaxed at the end of the First World War when
4,500 people resided in the community, The Michel collieries
developed into the most productive in the 'P.ss'e and the pro-
sperity of the town directly paralleled that of the mines; a
peek porulation of approximately 2,000 was reached in 1920
before declining in the "twentles" and "thirties"™ te about

6Twenty miners from Cape Breton Island began stockpiling
coal at Coal Creek in 1897 although the Canadian Pacific
Railway (hereafter referred to as CPR) did not reach Fernie
until 1898 and Coal Creek, five miles away, until 1899, -

7The Fernie coal basin is a pear shaped valley with its
narrow portion to the norths It has 2 length of about 3%
miles, 2 maximum width in the viecinity of Fernie of 12 miles
and covers an area of approximately 230 square miles, all of
which is underlain by coales Erosion in these fields has
resulted in providing access to the seams at the valley
level, thus not only facilitating mining operations but pro-
viding conditions for rallway communication with the site of

operations. Descriptlion in Canada, Report of the Royal
Commission on Coal, 1946, 1947, p. U4k,

8uichel coal had most desirable coking qualitles, was
easlly accessible and centrally located.
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five hundred.’

/The fate of the town of Morrisseyl® which grew around
the Crow's Nest Pass Company mines opened in 1901,was not so
fortunates The town had grown and prqsporod through 1902 and
19033 a newspaper, the Jlorrisgsey Miner, had been put inte
operation, and substantial residential and business commune
ities flourished. However, expansion of the community level-
led off in 1903 and 1904 when dangerous "outbursts® of gasll
killed a number of men and 1t was found that the coal in the
area was no longer sultable for the two hundred forty coke
ovens which had recently been oonpleted.12 By 1910 Horrissey
mines were abandoned by the Company and the community soon
disappeared.

A similar fate awalted the community of Hosmer, eight
miles north of Fernie, which had evolved around the Canadian

Pacific Railway mines opened in 1906. The mires at Hosmer

J4 later community, Natal, grew immediately to the east
end the two were united as a single connunity. nlohelolatnl.

107ywo communities were recognized at the time; "Morrissey
Mines™ located at the confluence of the ereek is what had
been commonly referred to as Morrissey, and "Carbonado",
located about one-half mile up the creek. Fernie Historical
Association (hereafter referred to as FHA), Backt
F e Historie clat s Lethbridge, Qe g thbridge
er 2 s P

11'0utbursts' were alr blasts caused by the sudden compres-
sion of air when a pillar hanging wall gave way under pressure
often releasing methane and other deadly geses. “Bumps" were
caused by a sudden collapse of a rigid stratum overlying the
coal after its removal. Rickard, op, cit., pp. 28=30,

12pHA, ope cites Pe 41,
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guaranteed a coal supply for the Canadiesn Pacific smelter at
Trall which had been paralyzed by repeated strikes against
the Crow's Nest Pass Coal Company. When the International
Coal and Coke Company of Blairmore entered into a contract
with Canedian Pacifiec to supply a superior quality of coal to
that produced at Hosmer in 1914, the community of nearly
3,000 was abandoned,l3

A company town not held in the hands of the Crow's Nest
Pass Coal Company which prospered in the first quarter of the
century was the community of Corbim. Founded in 1908 by the
railroad magnate of Spokaney, De Ce Corbin, who had consolide
ated a number of branch lines into the railway network known
as the Spokane International, the town prospered as a producer
of steam coal for Americen markets and as a source of domestic
coal in Cenade and the United States. A fire in the most proe-
ductive area of the mine reduced 1ts value considerably in
1913,1“ but production continued until 1935 when a major
strike, caused at least partially by conditions brought on by
diminishing merkets and profits,resulted in its closure and
abandonment,

The Elk~Flathead area experienced a remarkable peried of
growth which climaxed about 1920 when a population of over
6,000 was reachedsl’ The community used as the barometer of

lhbigo’ Pe 59.

1%John Fahey, I i kane,
Seattle, Univ. of Wash. 88, s De 222,

15gee Teble II.
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success of the distriet was Fernies The Coal Company obviously
considered that all of its operations in British Columbia
wouid center on this picturesque city situated on a wide shelf
above the Zlk Hiver, for no mines were opened near its towne
site and except for coke manufastured within its confines
until 1932, the community was pollution-free. At its begine /
ning Fernie had all the characteristics of the coal mining
shack town.| However, after the fire of 1908 it rose into a
vefy subsiantial well-constructed communityl® with imposing
public buildings, paved streets, and cement sidewalksj by the
early "thirties™ it could boast of a beautiful park, licensed
airport, public utilities, and an adequate waterworks and
sewer system. Labelled by the Fernle Free Press as "the
Pittsburgh of the West", the city had survived two devastating
fires and several crippling strikes, to become a stable come
munity of over b.00017 with 2 highly diversified commercial
establishment and a vigorous social climate.

The communities in the Crowsnest Pass initially were
tied neither socially nor commercially with the West c.ast.le
All roads and trails into the area had their origins in the

16prter the fire of 1908, a city by-law required all build-
ings within a ten square block area to be of fire-proof cone
struetions Interview with Mr., Dan Chester, a former employee
of the Crow's Nest Pass Coal Company (hereafter referred to
as the CNP Coal Co.) and resident of Coal Creek and Fernie
for most of the present century.

17830 Table II1Il.

185, Hughes,
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United States, and the southern interior of British Columbia
was generally held to po a part of the "Inland Empire®™ which
included eastern Oregon, Washington, western Montana and
Ideho.1? The rail conmmection via the Great Northern linked
the "Pass" to Spokane and travellers often followed American
routes when vacationing.zo News of a national nature usually
came by way of the American press and in the late "twenties"
when radio became a news medium, many Crowsnest Pass residents
irrevoecably listened to American broadecasts. School competit-
ions were held against the nearest major competitors which
were either from Kalispell, Montana or Spokene, Washington.2!

Economically the Crowsnest Pass district was more ine
clined to ties with the provinces to the east, particulsrly
Alberta. In 1897 rates favourable to tronsportation of staple
goods from the Prairie Provinces to the "Pass™ had been intro-
duced by the Canadian Pacific Railway to increase the payload
on empty boxears coming west to return with coal and ores from

the Kootenaya.zz Geographic ties with Alberta, and particul-

o 9&&‘ wf
20pdvertisements in the ss (hereafter referred
to as ) regularly inel rates economy feres on the

Great Northern to U. S. points.

21w pnymgl Debate between Fernie High School and Kalispell
High School, Local and Gﬂmm,. m’ Nove 18. 1938. Pe 5.

220n Febs 1, 1897, rates on grain, flour, hay, ete. shipped
in carlots were reduced from 10 to 30 cents per hundredweight
to twenty-one Kootenay points. Rates on butter, cheese and
eggs were reduced by amounts from 15 to 65 cents per hundred-
weight. Blanket rates were given to all Kootenay points on
dressed poultry, meats, hogs, packed and frozen fish and packe
ing house products. Innis, ope. eit., p. 308.
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arly Calgary and Lethbridge thus were more realistic than
those with the West Coast or even with interior ecities, and a
vigorous interprovincial trade developed between the districts.
Industry in the East Kootenay area was confined to coal 7
mining and lumbering during the first two decades of this cen-
tury, the latter being mainly dependent on the fortunes of the
formers The peried of rallway conztruection and opening of the
coal mines was paralleled by feverish activity in the lumber
industry., Lumber initlally was desired for camps to house cone
struction workers, to provide rallway ties and bridges, station
houses and rolling stock., With the completion of the railway,
sewmills in the "Pass"™ further accelerated output to provide
mine props, and facilities for cosl hand11n5.23 The towns
which grew around the mines were larsely of wood frame cone
struction, with the exeeption of Fernie which after 1908 was
of stone and bricke In addition, the completion of the Crowse
nest branch of the Canadian Pecific Railway provided a trans-
portation link with the Preirie Provinces which were entering
a prolific period of expansion and whose lack of timber re-
sources necessitated large-scale imports from out of the prove
inee ;. much of which was supplied by the East Kootenay area.z“
Sawmills were located in the Cedar Valley near Fernie, at West

Fernie, at Lumberton near Cranbrook and in the Kootenay Valley

T A TR LT A AT

23In 1903 there were 24 sawmills employing 1,800 men in
operation in the East Kootenayse. lbid., p. 30%.

24y, M. Mercer, "Growth of Ghost Towns," Royal Commission o
%g;gg%ﬁg. 1944, ps 12 and Harold A. Imnis, 'Tﬁe Eun%gr TF:S
a," Essays in Cenadien Feopomic iistory, Tore, Univ.
of Tore, 19650 Pe 245,
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at Vardner, Waldo and Jaffray. Tie canps in the Bull River
drainage, at Canal Flats in the Upper Kootenay Velley and at
Yahk, west of Cranbrook supplied the Canadian Paciflc with
railroad timber,>”

The cities of Fernle and Cranbrook evolved as business
centers for the logging camps which dotted the arca. Staple
commodities, accomodation, entertaimment facilities, and trane
sportation links were routed through these two commnnitles.26

The end of lumbering in the East Kcotenay area was efe
fected by the large-scale logging and numerous fires which
afflicted the area, combined with the loss of human resoureces
to the First World Ware. Particularly serious were the many
fires which hed repeatedly devastated large arcas of the coune
try, mining the soil to the state where vast tracts were tote
elly unproductive.,Z’ Furthermore the decade which ended in
1914 witnessed the virtual end of the agricultursl frontier
ani its attendant demend for lumber. After 1914 the fromtier
moved north into the Peace River country which had abundant
timber resources to support its own population. When the men
of the East Kootenays returned from the war they found the
lumber industry was almost at a standstill, NMany of the lume
ber workers moved north into the Upper Columbia River drainage
and were absorbed into newly developing forest industries.

25Mercer, ops cit., passim.

26H11ton Young, Lorly Days of Logeing on the COroms ¥ Des
ne pube, July 7, 1964, pe 25.

27Mercer, ops cites PPs 20=2l,
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A few obtained employment in the expanding metallurgical in-
dustry at Trail and Kimberley but a considerable number were
unable to obtain regular employment and were forced to Join
the ranks of unemployed which swelled with the re-absorption
of First World Var veterans.za

Agriculture as a livelihood did not become a forece in
the Crowsnest Pass. The climate of the region, though relate
ively moderate was asdverscly affected by the high altitudes2’
end the cold winters3? in combination with poor soll condit-
1ons7! 1imited agriculture to e minimum. Restricted by the
same gualifications which were favourable to the development
of mining, the shallow, stony soil required fertilization as
well as careful tillage. Grass was abundant on the few une
timbered mesdows and small-scale ranching was possible where
other crops could not be raised.s A few small farms and
ranches grew on the few arable benches along the Elk River,
The advent of agricultural assoclations in the "twenties"
influenced a2 great improvement in the standerds of agricul-
ture, particularly in the vieinity of Fernie and Elko, but

ZQLH&QO. PPe 21«23,

29p1titudes ranged from 2,450 to 3,100 feet in the lower
valley end nearby mountains ranged from 7,000 to 9,000 feet.

Denholm, CPe 2120, Pe Lo

3winter sets in during November end continues until Marchj
temperatures range from freezing level to about zero and as
low as forty degrees below zero. "Aversge Snowfall," gzzi
Jan., 22, 1932, pe 1 and "Snowfall 153 Inches," FFP, Jan. 1,

1935, Pe le

3lpritish Columbia, Department of Leands and Forests, "The

Brown Podosolic Zone," Seeond Resources Conference, 1949,
Pe 170
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geographical conditions hindered a sizable influx to the land,

By 1918 the economy of the Crowsnest Pass had reached a
prosperous plateau.s The average weekly wage of coal miners
exceeded the average industrial wage in the province by more
than five dollars. 2 The mines were at maximum employment to
meet demands for coal te smelt the vast quantity of metal re-
quired in uartlne.33 Shortage of manpower in the services had
offset the effeet of termination of lumbering in the East
Kootenays and full employmenﬁ became an zccepted fact over
the duration of the war.

However, with a return to peacetime economy, reduction
of the rates of production put many men out of work and the
situation was intensified when thousaends of returning veter-

-ans entered the labour force. Soldlers stood in relief lines
-and surveyed "obese" businessmen who had sccumulated great
wealth through wartime industry while they were »isking their
lives for their country. Consequently when ideas edvocating
public ownership and equalization of wealth were haaid. they
were well recieved by the dissident elements. |

The One Big Union was the principal manifestation of
this dissent ani galined considerable favour across the coun-
trye In the Crowsnest Pass the movement gained a following.
with magnitude second only to that of Winnipeg. In addition
to the various forees which caused a recession in the coal

industry of the area, the burgeoning radical union disrupted

32gee Table XXI.
331nmis, Settlement end the Fromtiers, P 297.
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the fulfillment of existing markets. A major strike was cale=
led in 1919 which lasted eight months and minor stoppages were
enforced in 1920 and 1922, The situation reached a c¢limax dure
ing the negotiations of 1924 when management attempted to re-
duce wages in face of deteriorating world -arkets.3“ An unsuc-
cessful strike ensued which broke the back of the labour move=-
ment in the "Pass"™ and saw miners return to work at drastically
reduced wagese.

In August of 1923 & financial calemity of a different
nature struck the citizens of Fernie. +he Home Bank of Canada,
one of the busiest branches in the eity, filed for bankruptey
and suspended the pa:leht of doposltn.35 The e¢itizens lost
heavily as deep inroads were made into the life savings of
many residents which added to a growing distrust of existing
institutions.

The first indication of declining markets for Crowsnest
Pass coal was felt immediately after the war when reduction
of governnent orders for copper forced closure of the Granby
smeltery; a2 valuable customer of the Coal Company and coe-sharer
of an ownor.36 Alberta coal entered into the British Columbia

3“3. A. Logan, . S 1
C » Chic.' Un 3
Columbia, Department of Labour,

g;_ﬁgggg; (hereafter referred to
De °
35Denholm, ODs glto’ Pe 850
36Innis, Settlement and the Frontiers, p. 289.
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market for the first time in the early "twenties" and dise
pleced a small portion of the market¢’! The Fordney-MoCumber
tarifr3® together with the use of California oil as fuel by
locomotives of the Great Northern Hailway put an end to =
profitable outlet?’ in the United States, the mainstay of
Crowsnest Pass coal markets. In addition to wresting>a§ay
the railway markets of the Pacific Northwest, the switeh from
coal=fueled steam power to oil and hydro-electric power ended
a large portion of the metallurgical industrial market of
the area.bo

Simultaneous to the deeline in coal orders and the term-
ination of logging activity in the "Pass", a decrease in employ=

ment was oxporiencod.”l Immediately following the end of the

I ponnege of coal brought inte British Columbia from Alberta:
1915 54,860 1927 187,028 1931 193,060 1935 221,758
1920 128,850 1928 262,198 1932 136,188 1936 244,928
1925 117,037 1929 247,060 1933 119,026 1937 269,023
1926 127,858 1930 227,385 193 123,968

British Columbia, Department of Mines,
%%g%g&g;_g{gﬂ;e%&. (hereafter referred to as ARMI),
A

s De A322 1937, 1938, pe G9.

PBsemuel Eliot Morison, Ing Oxfory History of the merican
m’ Ne Yoy Oxford Univ. 88, s Pe 923

yr. Neill, M. P., Comox-Alberni, "Tariffs cut off Fernie
Markets," in Canade, Parlisment, House of Commons, Official

Beport of Debates, May 9, 1933, pe 4766,

“OIymis, Settlement and the Frontiers, ppe 304, 315-317.

41lp post-war high of 1,774 men employed in East Kootenay coal

mines in 1921 deelined to 1,538 in 1922 and except during the
1924 labour strife, aversged about 1,400 until 1928 when a
slight inerease was experienced due to a burst of speculative
activity in base metals with attendant coal demands for smelt-
ings Figures of employment are not always accurate since in
slack times miners worked only one or two days per week., See
Taeble XVIII and Innis, Settlement t tiers, pe 316.
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First World War the economie problems of the area were further
acecentuated by the number of returned veterans seeking work,
A period of exceedingly low employment,; discord in laboure-mane
agement relations and increased soclal ald to indigent eitizens
was experienced. By the mid "twenties" many of the unemployed
in the "Pass™ moved on to employment in alternative industries
which were experiencing unprecedented expansions Although
migration of the surplus labour allowed the majority of resid-
ents full employment, seasonal fluctuations of markets resulted
in periodic "lay-offs" and "slow-downs".



CHAPTER II
HARDSHIP AND ADJUSTMENT

The depression which afflicted the Crowsnest Pass in
1930 was not a markedly different experience for the residents
than the recession which had been taking place in the area
since the First World Ware. Miners had expericnced a drastic
cut in wages in 19241 and had suffered periodic reductions
thereafter.? Production had decreased to the state where
annual summer layoffs were the rule, and full employment was
seldom experienced even at reduced wages. When the severe
depression precipitated by the Wall Street "crash" caused a
devastating economic recession in Western Canada, the degree
of retrenchment in the Crowsnest Pass was less drastic since
the economy of the area was already at a low ebb.3 ’

Nevertheless, the winter of 1929-1930 was a critical
period for many unemployed people since the instruments of
distributing relief had not yet been created. At Coal Creek
nearly four hundred men were permanently dismissed in the aute
unn of 1929 and the balance were working half-time or as little

lgee Table XXI.

2British Columbla, Department of Labour, ARML, 1929, 1930,
Pe L7+

3us3tuation Discussed,® FFP, Feb, 1k, 1930, p. 1.

«15«
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as two days per weok.“ A cruclial situation developed when
the limited charities were unable to accomodate the growing
relief demanda5 and the burden of providing relief and arrang-
ing public works fell on the municipality of Fernie, Employ=
ment on city-owned water system improvements was apportioned
among the indligent and permits to cut and trensport wood from
the park were 1ssued.6 The unemployed were thwarted in
attempts to obtain free coal from the Crow's Nest Coal Company,
but were allowed the same privileges as the miners who obtained
coal at less than retaill oOSt.7 Resolutions by Fernie City
Council demanding immediate 2id for the unemployed outside the
city limits were successful to the extent that highway improve-
ment projects were undertaken, but after a month's duration

these were suspended due to a lack of runds.8

“mgend More Telegrams," FFP, May 2, 1930, pe l.

5In 1929 the Fernie branch of the Cenadien Legion donated
$407.85 for groceries, bede and meals for the needys; 2400.69
was spent on rellef projects for the unemployed and of this,
$200 was donated by City Counecil while #273.15 was given to
other charities. "Fernle Legion Activities," FFP, Deec. 12,
1929, pe 6o The Ladies Benevolent Society, one of the leading
charitable organizations, provided funds for only seven famile
ies during the fall of 1929, "City Council Meeting," 1ibid.
Figures from other benevolent organizations were not published
by the FFP, but because the two quoted were the only regularly
reported donors to the unemployed their contributions would
undoubtedly represent the bulk of voluntary relief,

6By March 1930, thirty permits had been lssuad for cutting
wood in the park. “City Counecil Meeting," FFP, Mar. 7, 1930,
Pe le

7%Mayor Mekes Statement," FFP, Octe 10, 1930, p. 1l

8rhe articles "Tom Uphill Gets Busy," FFP, Feb, 14, 1930,
Pe 4. "Road Work Um.r'“’- . Febe 21. 930’ Pe 1' "City
Council Meeting," ibid., and "Coal Creek Notes," FFP,

Mare 28, 1930, Pe E'S%&tray the extent of the public works.
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Residents of the community of Michel-Natal were simile
arly affected by deelining markets. Although some miners were
only employed one or two days per week and experienced severe
hardships, there were no large-scale dismissals of the magnite
ude that afflicted Coal Creek and, by extension, Fernie.?
Michel-Natal coal, due to its superior qualities and ease of
recovery, retained a proportionately larger market than that
of the Coal Creek colliery, and the community benefited accorde
inglye.

Similar to Michel-Natal, Corbin was completely depende
entlo on the company and 1ts coal markets. However, the rese
idents of the community enjoyed the most stable conditions in
the Crowsnest Pass during the early years of the depression.
The Corbin Coel and Coke Company Limitedll relied mainly om
the steam coal market, which was reasonsbly constant and their
mines became noted for the largest per capita production of

12 1,

any field in the East Kootenays. was not until coal-cut-

ting machinery and large labour saving steam shovels were

e

%Michel end Natal Notes,® FFP, Octe 17, 1930, P ks See
also Table XIX.

10rhe Corbin Coal and Coke Company owned all property in
the townsite until a few months before the strike of 1935
when houses were sold to those who desired them.

1lin 1929, a reorganization of the company chenged the name
to Corbin Collieries Ltd. "Local end General," FFP, Dec, 6,

1929, Pe Se

121 1918 the rate of output for each men underground was
2,066 tons for a 291 day year. Highest comparative output
in Coal Creek mines was 1,355 toms in 1941 and at Michel,
1,544 tons in 1942, The coal at Corbin was close to the
surface and coal-cutting mechinery could be used, Bughes,

ODe glto. Pe 91
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introduced that union opprosition displayed by a major strike

forced closure of the mines in 1935.13

The situstion in the city of Fernie during the summer
and autumn of 1930 improved only slightly. However, a system
of registration of unemployed was introduced which put inteo
the hands of the city concrete evidence of the dilemma and an
instrument to extract ald from the provinciasl and federal gove
ernments.1* In addition, the munieipality established a local
residence qualification, which predated the federel version
and required ninety day's residence before relief could be obe
tainedsl5 Municipal relief works were undertaken during the
sumﬁer of 1930 but very little was aectually asccomplished since
workmen took the attitude that the c¢ity was construeting end
maintaining public works at the expense of the unemployed.
A few men intentionally steged "slow-downs" in order to extend
the projects as long as posslh1e16 which resulted in their
cessation except for limited wood-cutting operationz.17

The termination of large-scele hervesting operations in
the Prairie Provinces was one of the most deeply felt foreces
which affected the employment situation in 1930, The scheme
was first organized in 1921 under the auspices of the British
Columbia Govermnment Employment Service. Railways granted

11pide

lkwcity Council Meeting," FEP, Aug. 8, 1930, p. l.
15Ibides Septe 5, 1930, D 1.

161p3d., Auge 22, 1930, Do le

17#gelief Work Commenced," FFP, Oct. 24, 1930, pe 1 and
"Unemployed Problems," FFP, Nov. 28, 1930, p. 1l.
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reduced rates during a limited period, and men and women were
guaranteed a minimum wage and employment harvesting grain by
the Employment Services of the Alberta and Saskatchewan governe

18

mentss~~ The introduction of the "eombine"l? and automated

threshing after 192620 reduced the number of migrant harvest-

ers but not enough to prevent over 10,000 British Columbia
workers, the majority from the Crowsnest, Hed and Yellowhead
Passrgrpg;,ﬂf:onnpgxtlﬁipaLXngw1gw;he harjggyﬂg; 1928.21H The
destructive forece of the physical elei;;;s and the depression
of markets practically ended the annual niséation by 1930 when
only sixty-seven British Columbia residents were employed.
Thus an integral labour safety valve during the summer lay-offs
of the "twenties"™ was closed to the Crowsnest miners and re~
mained so for the balance of the depressiom,>?

The winter of 1931 in the Crowsnest Pass was extremely
difficult as money from a new relief instrument inltiated by

the federal govorunont23 was slow in negotiating bureaucratiec

18pritish Columbia, Department of Labour, op. cit., 1923,
Pe GU42.

19¢ne "combine® was a machine operated by one man which
combined the cutting and threshing operations,

20Tpne combine cut labour by about oneeseventh where it was
usede In 1927 there were 195 machines in Alberta, and by 1928,
1,095,  British Columbia, Department of Labour, op, cit., 1928,
Pe J49.

21) total of 10,812 British Columbia workers helped harvest
the 1928 crop. Ibid., 1931, p. EB8.

221p1d, |

23311 projects were to be within the conditions as set down

by the Fair Wages and Eight Hour Day Act, 1930. Onl oods
ngd naterlalsagf Cenadien ianntaotage wo%e to be usos 2nd
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channels, Rellef outlays had eroded approximately fifty pere
cent of the 1931 collectable taxes, which caused public works
to slow down after the New Year and terminate a short time

2k Destitute residents of the "Pass" created a great

later.
furor and provoked both dominion and provincizl govermments to
promise Mayor Gates of Fernle that no one was to be without
food, clothing or fuel. Unemployed woggﬁencouraged te pieck
coal at the coke oven dump, screen "sleck® along the Canadian
Pacific tracks, and cut wood in the park for which the city
would provide tremsportation.?3 A "Christmas Cheer and Rel-
ief Fund® organized by the Rotary Club subscribed a large sum

of money to provide aid during the festive season.26

and gave
the surplus to help the most severe cases of want, Unsuccesse
ful attempts to obtain free coal during the winter months were
made by the newly formed unemployed committee in conjunction
with Mr. Thomas Uphill, M. L. A. for Fernie. A cost-ofeliving
index compiled by the Fernie and District Unemployed Associa-

tion for a family of five wes used as a criterion by those on

contracts on the projects were to be granted only to Canadian
construction firms, All persons employed were to be residents
of Canada, and as far as possibley, of the locality in which
the work was to be performed, In no case was discrimination
to be made or permitted in the employment of persons whether
by reason of thelr political affilistion, race or religlous
viewse British Columblies, Department of the Attorney-General,
Correspondence, arts. 76, 77 & 78, Sept. 22, 1930,

24upinal Council Meeting," FFP, Jan. 16, 1931, Pe 1.
?1pad.
26.“]1‘11, Reaches 3261908‘5.. m. Dec. 26. 1930, p. 1.
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relief to document their demands for aid.27

Upon the recelpt of financial aid from the federal gove
ernment the munieipality proposed to extend the waterworks
and storm sewers and clear an alr stripe A further proposal
to clear 10,000 acres of arable land in the Elk valley was
rejeoted as too expensive by a meetins of the unemployed and
city fathers.28 Temporary measures to create work led the
city again to enter into the wood=cutting business-in January
of 1931.2° Within a month the venture was plagued by an

et

eighty-man strike for more wages. At the root of the discon-
tent was the bellef that the unemployed were required to work
in order to obtain relief which in other localitlies was being
obtained without performing uorks.3° The woodecutting exper-
iment carried into the spring but was characterized by dise
agreements and stoppages. The unemployed used the project as
e device to drew attention to their disapproval of the entire
relief programe -

Competition for the few jobs created under the relilef
program was extremely bitter. The eriteria for determining
recipilents of available work became increasingly complicated.
Initially married men were given priority on all projects but

the great number of married unemployed necessitated some means

27#Final City Council Meeting," FFP, Jen. 16, 1931, p. 1.
28uyayor Mekes Statement," FFP, Oct. 10, 1930, p. 1.
29%In the Wood Business," FFR, Jen. 30, 1931, p. l.
wyood Cutters on Strike," FFP, Feb. 27, 1931, pe l.
Jlucity Council Meeting," FFP, Ap. 10, 1931, p. 1.
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of further selection among them. The competitive prineiple
of priority to the most industrious workers gave way to the
degree of plight. Most single unemployed realized the family
men's dire need for relief and the few who did not, received
very little sympathy. It was difficult for administrators to
Justify to the industrious single worker who had been performe
ing a credible job on public works that a less able worker
than himself deserved his job on the basis of necoaslty-32
Instances of capable citizens unable to sustain theme
selves increasingly oocur3433 and numerous cases of want among
the aged, orphaned children, and physically incapaeitated and
mentally 1ll people appeared before City Council. Many famile
ies in the "Pass"™ who believed their problems deserved special
attention appealed to the local authorities. Three to four
hundred men were still unemployed in Fernie end many were in
danger of losing their homes if thelr petitions to counecil teo
34

work off tax debts were not granted. The Coal Company ac=-
quiesced to the request that blocks of unoccupied land at the
north end of the e¢ity be opened for gardening by the unemployed.

The city complied by supplying water to the lanc ot reduced

2upine Program Adopted," FFP, Sept. 25, 1931, p. 1.

334 mother of a family of six ranging in age from ten to
twenty stated before City Couneil that she had barely enough
food without consideration of clothes, school books and other
necessities. Demands that her husband be given more work
than the two days a week he received in the mines were met
with the reply that many were in worse stralts and were rece
eiving no employment. "City Council Meeting," FFP, June 5,

1931, pe l.
H1vid., May 2, 1931, pPe 1.
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rates’5 and the provinelal government introduced a program of
providing free garden 9006.36

If the depression was anything less than continentewide
many of the single men end a few of the heads of families
would have left the area to sesk work, but every day transe
ients who rode the trains inte Fernie to beg a2 bare subsise
tence3? were living evidence of the distress and disillusione
ment in gll parts of the country.

The various levels of govermnment were adept in utilizing
the unemployment problem in the "Pass™ as a "political foote
ball%, A visit to the district in the spring of 1931 by a
leading minister of the Tolmlie govermment must have served to
reveal the gravity of the situation in the area, but the only
solace to the unemployed was summed up in the comments Yas
goon as the Dominion government outlined its poliey in regard
to relief funds they E:ha provineial govermeng would be able
to relieve the sltuation“’a

The British Columblia governmment was soon faced with such
seute financial conditions in the munieipalities and unorgane
ized territories that by July immediate measures were taken to
alleviate the provinelel situation pending mobilization of a
new federal program. A system of registration was intro-

e o TN St

351bides May 8, 1931, pe l.

36pritish Columbie, Department of Labour, ops eit., 1935,
Pe KBh4,

37'ﬁnanploynont Conference,® FFP, June 19, 1931, pe 4.

JB“CAty Council Meeting," s May 22, 1931, pe 4 and
"Minister Pruhn Visits Fernie, FFP, May 15, i93l. Pe 1o
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duced3? and temporary highway projects were bogun.“o Shortly
after, the province introduced its program of summer relief
the federal agreement under the "Unemployment and Farm Relief
Act" ceme into effect.’ The combined sid of the two levels
of government eased conditions considerably. At Fernle, im-
préiement of the system of water supply, beautification of
the city park and improvement of the airstrip was undortaken.“z
The City Engineer as head of the relief committee for Fernie
recommended that a system taillored to local 6ond1tions be
introduced whereby registered married miners who were city
residents would be engaged on public works on Monday of each
week and unemployed married residents would work the remaining

four days of the uaek.u3 This would supplement the miners?

39The new system of reglstration regquired an unemployed per-
son to report to the local government agent personal particul-
ars which were written on a card and had to be presented to
obtain relief. The exact number of unemployed, those who were
residents, end their individual plight, whether absolutely des=
titutey; or Just requiring housing or food or both was deter-
mined. “Minister Bruhn Visits Fernie," FFP, May 15, 1931, ps 1.

40tne public works projects proposed by the provinee would
have included 2 main trunk highway from the Alberta border to
the Coast and up the east side of Vancouver Island, supple=-
mented by work in British Columbia's national perks projects.
"Relief Measures," FFP, July 8, 1931, p. 1.

ulnetweon $7,000,000 and $8,000,000 was to be spent in Brite
ish Columbia from the time of the commitment to April 1, 1932,
Of this smount the provineiasl govermment would spend about
$3,000,000, "the federals.. about the ssme or a little more,
and the municipalities the remeinder." The progrem wes de-
signed to employ up to 20,000 men on provincial works. At the
time about 50,000 men were registered as unemployad. "Fine
Program Adopted," FFP, Sept. 25, 1931, p. 1.

b2epatepayers to Decide," FFP, July 24, 1931, ps 1.

43at the time the city hed 122 part time miners on the paye
roll one day a week and 90 working four days a week. ' Fundae~
mentally the program was designed to ralse the earnings of all
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wages and at the same time permit the unemployed a comparable
incomes Residents would also be allowed to work for overdue
taxes, water, and light bills which would be deducted from
their wases.u“ The effect of financlal ald from all levels

et e e e 2 S

of govermment was to supply all of the indigent with some form
of reliét eand to raise the residents' standard of living to a
subsistence level.

As the unemployed slituation eased during the spring of
1931, the weather became increasingly hot and dry and indirectly
raised a serious social problem in Fernie. As the humidity
fell forest fires at various times threatened to wipe out More
rissey, Cedar Valley and Corbin, and a major conflagration
reduced much of the Kootenay River valley to blackened
stunps.u5 Unlike the years of prosperity when Forest Service
officlals had great difficulty obtaining fire fighters, hund-
reds of men moved into the Crowsnest Pass to seek employment,
The influx continued to such an extent that Fernie City Council
was foroed to teke steps to ensure thet the feared "hobo Jjune
gle" was confined to a particular area. City health officials
were instructed to inspect the rapldly congregsting transients

residents, miners on "short" time and unemployed, up to the
level of §30 every two weeks. "Local and Gemeral," FFP,
Oect. 16' 1931. Pe 5.

blhpyblic works were to be carried on irrespective of weather
and days could not be banked or loaned. Unemployed members of
the city fire brigade were to be given two days' work a week
to ensure that they would not be forced into relief camps and
thus endenger the c¢ity with ill-trained recruits., "City
Council Meeting," FFP, Oct. 2, 1931, p. 4.

45uPhe Fire Situation," FFP, Auge 21, 1931, pe 1.
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for typholid fever and other communicable diseasea.b6 Within
a short time it became obvious to the destitute transients
that available Jjobs fighting fires would easily be filled by
the large number of local unemployed, and with the coming of
fall rains to dampen the fires the "hobo Jungle' disappeared.

The first indication that the governﬁ;;f would assume
the major responsibility for the unonployed occured in 1931

when pgblig'works canps ‘were created in British Columbia. The
willingness ét the federal government to provide materisl aid
to‘operate the camps was basic to the introduction of the proe
gram, However, tremendous pressure had also beén exerted by
the municipalities. Thelr task of providing for the married
unemployed bankrupted thelr resources and resulted in the nege

leot of the single umemployed.'’ Thus the relief cemps were

foundcd in order to provide neans for the slngle dcatitute

,,..-««“ e

SS——

7mgp.“8

The mushrooming relief program put into motion by the
announcenment of the federal Unemployment and Farm Rellef Aot
of 1931 was set back by a request in October for the provinces
to reduce the rate of rellef expenditures as much as possibla;

It was suggested that through rotation of avallable public

46wpernie W1ll Hove Jungle,® FFP, Aug. 14, 1931, pe 1.
47ucity Council Meeting," FFP, May 8, 1931, pe l.

“erive canps were in operation in the Crowsnest Pass intere
mittently throughout the depression; two near the provincial
boundary at Crowsnest and one each at MeGinnis, Elko, Loon
Leke and Fort Steeles HRegistration in the "Pass" area had
reached 1,350 men by mid-September, 1931l. See Tgble X and
"1,350 Have Registered," FFP, Septs 11, 1931, pe 1l



27w
rublic works the relief monies be spread thinner so that
10,000 to 15,000 indigents not provided for under the present
49 To comply
with this request it was declided in Fernie that work for all

budget could be employed in the winter months,

city rellief employees would be reduced to two deys per week
conmencing December 31, 1931.50 However the critical state of
affelrs in the district permitted no lerge-scale reduction in
relief payments.sl

The mines at Coal Creek were at thelr lowest point during
1932?2 The number of days worked was half that of the ten year
average and the number of men had now dropped to slightly over.

i

49npominion Seys Go Easy," EFRy Octe 28, 1931, pPe 1l¢

50In Fernie the City Coumeil was foreced to cut salaries,
“Council Cuts Saleries,® FFP, Nove 6, 1931, pe 1l.

51Eecanse of the high expenditures felt by the provinece in
the sdng of 1932, in midesummer the British Columbia Minister
of Public Works, Mr. Bruhn, announced the halving of the num-
bers of men receiving sssistance in the provincial camps,.
*Cutting Down Camps,* s JUly 29, 1932, Pe 1o It had been
decided earlier to expel ell noneresidents and instruetions
went out ordering some 2,000 transients out of the province,
"Not for British Columbia Alone," FFP, June 24, 1932, ps 7.
This zetion led to a relief board created Jointly under fede~
eral and provinclal auspices, and the transfer of sll single
homeless men from the citles to camps where they would be
cared for at dominion expenses Under the plan the dominion
took over several provinecial relief camps which were utilized
solely to secomodate single homeless men whose relief simule
taneously was terminated in the e¢ities, The federal governe
ment bore the cost of food, elothing and maintenance while
the expense of administration end provision of camnps and
equipment was bornme by the province. DBritish Columbia,
Department of Labour, "Relief Act, 1932,"

Pe G23

52,4 Michel 159 days were worked in 19323 the ten year
average was 209.4 days per yearj see Tseble XVII,
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half those employed in 1929.53 ¥or many of the contract mine
ers the scareity of shifts was not a great heandicap since if
they had a reasonably preoductive "taoo"sh and an industrious
partner they could earn in excess of ten dollars a day. But
contract mining had 1ts negative effects in that a few very
proficient miners could fill the company's orders consequently
fewer were given employment. The average weekly wage in the
British Columbla coal mining industsy had fellen neariy ten
dollars from an alle-time high in 1920 and because most miners®
wages were at best besed on one or two shifts, the weekly rate
at Coal Creek amounted to only five or ten dollars per uaek.55

FEE,EEE_El!?t time the people of Fernie were on the verge

of starvatlon. and durinu the summer nonths ot 1932 a lnrso

number of children were ugggggg_phoo¢56 end clothes end were
generally malnourished, The status of orphaned children, ine
velids and the infirm bordered on the tragic as they felt the

effects of the depression end the govermments' failure to

53In Coel Creek, 76 days were worked; the ten year average
vas 14843 per years The numbers employed dropped from 729
in 1929 to WS in 1932. See Table XVIII,

S4wpage® or "place", We Jo Cousins, AU§§2£2=¥"§§E§9='¥§§!=‘
W. Edmone unpub. M. Ae Thesis, Ve © ’ .
Pe .

557ne wage in 1920 wes $37.64 per week; in 1932 it was
$28,04, or 35,61 per day. See Table XXI,

56Approxlnatoly 455 palrs of shoes were provided children in
schools of the elty and surrounding district, MNr, We Re Wilson,
president of the CNP Cozl Coe. initiated the fund and donated
$500 of the total #774 collected. “Communication," FFP,
Dece 16' 1932. Pe le
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assume their responsibility.57 A meeting of the Union of
British Columbia Municipalities met in Vancouver in July and
protested the federal govermment proposal that an average fame
ily consisting of parents and one child could live on twenty
dollars per monthe A prrominent provinecisl nrublic health of=-
ficer stated that the standard of unemployment relief to needy
families could not be lowered without affecting the health of
the individual, and that the sum of twenty dollars per month
was totally inadequate for food eclone. He added that pregnant
and nursing mothers should be allowed an additional stipend of
$3.50 per month in order to provide an extra qusrt of milk
daily, 58

As the status of the residents of the Crowsnest Pass
declinedy, faith in the powers of government to slleviate their
situation correspondingly plummeted. In August the federal
government announced that relief to old age pensioners would
be reduced by one-thlrd, appending an earlier reduction of ten
percent.59 Public opinion asgainst government policey was

e —————

brought to the bolling point when it wes learmed that an

———— B

57Pcrniasion to solicit a2lms in the street was not granted a
cripple. At the same meeting a sixteen year old orphan was
refused works "City Council Meeting,* s June 5, 1931, -
Pe le A provincial govermment agent informed the city they
will not pay #10 per month to an invalid fifteen year old
whose parents were on direct relief. Ibid., Sept. 9, 1932,
Pe le

58wy111 ask for More Rellef,® FFP, July 15, 1932, P 1.

59The maximum rate of $45 was cut to $40 during the summer
onlys the approximate amount of relief for s married man
without a family was reduced to $25. "Regarding Pensions,"
m’ Aug. 12, 1932. Pe le
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Alberta city was providing bus transportation for transients

S S — e ———————————
———————

to British volumbia a border points and that early in the summer

& number of unlicenced prairie autos travelled under free per-

nits to the provinee.®? This was the culmination of a situse

tion which had been avolded since the great shortages of
prairie harvesters after the turn of the century led the gove
ernment to encourage transient workers to migrate., Until the
peak of the depression in 1931 and 1932 "riding the rods" had
been an easily accesslible means of travel, The reilway police
had tended to look the other way in the fa2l1l as demand for
harvesters had grown over the years. "Coming west, they rode
in empty box-cars snd could get into very little mischief.
Going back east, they rode the grain trains on which there
was nothing to steal, "6l

At a meeting in Calgary of the politiciesns of the four
western provinces attended by Mayor Douglaes end Thomas Uphill
of Fernie, Prime Minister Bennett was requested to accept rese
ponsibility in registering and placing all single unemployed
men into relief camps. Mr. Bemnett replied that the federal
government had no power to'order men into camps with the under-
stending that if they did not stay and work they ﬁould be re~
fused relief. At the same time he announced that travelling

on trains by transients would be stopped on September 30, 1932.62

60pri tish Columbia, Department of the Attorney-General,
. ®letter from Nelson British Columbia Provincial Police to

Commissioner,™ Correspondence, srt. 332, Nov. 2, 1932

613ames Ho Gray, Zng Minter Yesrs, the Depression on the
PE&!".OB. Tore.y Macnm an Cos, 9 Do o

62001ty Council Meeting," FFP, Septs. 9, 1932, ps l.
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The restriction against entering British Columbia was
circumvented temporarily in the "Pass" by the transients by
dropping off the trains a mile or so east of the boundary then
walking or catehing a ride aoross.63 Many of the men affected
by the restraints were British Columbia residents who had gone
to the prairies in search of harvest work and after a publiec
outery on their behalf, enforcement of the restriction was
easod.éu

The situation for single unemployed residents of Fernie
was criticale As the last element to be dealt with under the
rellef system, they were left to devise their own meens of
sustenance. During the spring, summer and early autumn after
working one or two days in the mines or on public works, many
loaded a packboard and hiked into the mountains which ecireled
the communities and spent thelr time in crudely fashioned shel-
ters, sustaining themselves by hunting, fishing and picking
berriess The excursions came to represent a way of life to
some of the young men and when observed in retrospeect utri
the fulfillment of a utoplan exlstence.65

‘The men generally had an easier time than the women

throughout the depression. The women were relegated to the
dreary life of attempting to fashion a living with very meager

63pritish Columblia, Yepertment of the Attorney-General,
*Letter to Commissioner, R.CeM.P., Vancouver," Correspondence,
art. 262, Oct. 3, 1932,

64wpermigsion Asked that Transients 'Ride the Rods*," FFP,
Oct. 1“. 1932. Pe le

65Interview with Mr. Dan Chester.
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resources. T@glr days were spent in such activities as patch-

ing over clothes end preparing "hash" for meals, with no op=-

e c——

portunity to escape into any of the usual women's diversions

such as buylng new clothes or golng to a theatre or restaur=
66
ant. ™

Marriege rates in the province - as-a whole-dropped cone
sidersbly during the depression’? but in the Crowsnest Pass
and Fernie in particular, there did not seem to be a marked
dociine. This was partially due to the availability of seve
eral company houses for a very small sum of money; they were
gradually being abandoned by indigent miners leaving to look
for work and a few others had been boarded up since the pro-
sperous pre-war yoars.68

The Coal Company was unususlly compassionate to the
miners of the area. Employees on two days' pay or less were
allowed to work a full shift in thelr own "face"™ once a year.
which gave them about two tons of coal. Single men most often
sold their's to local buslnessea.69 Unemployed were allowed
to pick Company slack piles and had them reduced by 1933;

henceforth they were allowed to buy coal at wholesale cost.

661pia.
67See Table I.
68gee Table XIX.

69wcity Couneil Meeting," FFP, Sept. 23, 1932, ps 1. Each
miner would receive an extra day's work at the mines and the
coal produced was his own. Surplus cozl amounting to three
hundred tons was distributed among the unemployed. "Local
and General," Py Septe 23, 1932, pe 5. Also interviews
with Messrs. Chester and Dwarkin,
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The Company provided teams of horses and sleds for the miners
to transport firewood which was teken off Company lande Thou-
sands of board feet of old mine timbers, old in the sense that
they had deteriorated to a state where they could not be used
as timbering, were glven to the unemployed as flrowood.7°
This policy was in distinct contrast to other companies in
the "Pass" which in many instances 71 seemed to go out of their
way to persecute the unemployed.

The "Pass" as one of the most bountiful gamee~producing
areas in the world provided a great temptation for its dest-
itutes. A climax was reached in 1932 when fifteen people were
apprehended in a single day for various violations under the
Geme Act.’2 Several were sentenced which drew the ire of pube
lie opinion illustrated by the editor of the Fernie Free Press.

"While it may be good plan to insist that the full provise
ions of the game act be enforced, it seems that in view of
the hard times in this district a little more ieniency
might be exercised., Many families are bordering on stare
vation and have not the money wherewith to pay three«fif-
ty for 2 licence. It is a great temptation for many of
these people to take a chanece in the bush and whether the
game happens to be a doe or a2 buck means little to them.
It is food they are after. If the game department carries

out its present policy of strict enforcement of the 5 it
will become very unpopular in this district at least.

70 Ibid.

7lFor example, a "slack dump” at Hosmer which h=d been left
untouched for eighteen years and seemingly forgotten, was re=
sorted to by some unemployed in search of fuel. Police were
promptly brought in to prosecute the "predators", "Additional
Locals."IEZ. Septe 30. 1932. Pe 8.

724Geme Violations, Local and Genmeral," FFP, Nov. 25, 1932,
Pe 5e

73wGeme Authorities Draw Abuse, Local and General," FFP,
Nov. 25. 1932, Dpe 50
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Largely as e result of the rash of convictions and the conse=
quent outery of the public, the provincial government began a
policy of issuing free fishing licences to the unelployed.7u

Late in the fall of 1932 a number of families in the
"Pass® expressed their desire to be deported, 2 request which
under the conditions of the time did not require lengthy dee
liber-tions Eritish subjects who had resided in Canada less
than four years were given transportation to British territory,
while those who had been naturalized were sent to their home
countries’’ at the expense of the federal government.

A somewhat paradoxical situation developed in Fernie
neer the end of what had been a very depressing years. The
Imperial 0il Company ennounced that they would build a new
plant76 and within a month two bekeries were opened.?’/ How=
ever the closure of a branch of the Scott Fruit Conpanw7a was
followed immediately by the announcement by the Crow's Nest
Trading Company that they were reducing thelr department store
sizet "Due to depressed conditions the keeping open of these
departments is not warranted. Operation costs must be lessen=-
eds UWe are attempting to do so by disposing of $30,000.,00
worth of merchandiseeses®’? With these commercial setbacks

7hwpernie Jobless Protest," FFP, Auge 27, 1937, D« l.

75Throo familles totalling nineteen residents requested
deportation in December 1932, "No Relief Without Work,"

FFP, Dec. 23, 1932, pe 1.
76wImperial 011 Spend $1%4,000,% FFP, July 15, 1932, pe le
77wp3d1t10nal Locals,® FFP, July 22 end Auge 5, 1932, p. 8.
781bid., Octe 14, 1932, Pe le
79ucrow's Nest Trading Company,® FFP, Oct. 7, 1932, p. 8.
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and the announcement of further reductions in city asdministrae

tive personnel, wages and the number of working days of relief

80 any feeling of optimism rapidly disappeared.

employees,
In the provincial legislature Thomas Uphill made sn ure

gent plea on behalf of the residents of the "Pass" particule
arly the Fernie, West Fernie and Coal Creek areas, requesting
that the province urge Ottawa to advance increased relief to
the communities: "miners, many between the age of forty-five

and sixty, had had a severe three years, numbers being
laid off and others Jjust working one day a week, Half
or the city of Fernie... was on relief... 2nd the drain

mg§1c1pal funds was beyond meeting without additional
ald

The dominion govornnent anneunood e new arrangenant in

ettt

e T P . o AR e rm——— sy

' /s 3z
November whereby the outlay for rood. elothlng and general
i dbcocns i

maintenanoe or single honeleas unenpleyed men uould be rodueed

e I ——

and the _excess outlay would bo borne by the provinco. In cases
where the adnlnlstrativo board believed that a man was not
suited to camp life he wes looked after by a relief organize
%2 The effect of the

- B

ation which would provide a like amount.

aonelief employees were reduced to two days' work per week.
All reductions in wages came inteo effeet October 1 end were as
followsy; per month: electrician, from $190 to $150; engineer,
from $175 to $150; engineer trowleman, from %117 to $ 1003
eity clerk, from $160 to $150; health officer, &50 to $3§
fire chief, from 3152 to $135; truck driver, from §95 to $80,
"City Council Meeting," FFP, Octs 7, 1932, p. 1l.

8lupernie Uneble to Give Relief to Residents,” Daily Prov.,
Octe lu’ 1932. Pe 13

‘ 82A man unsuited to camp life recelved 20 cents per day for
food and an additional 20 cents for shelter. British Columbla,
Department of the Attorneye-General, "Meeting of the Privy
Council," Attorney-General's Papers, art. 374, Nov. 4, 1932,
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new relief scale was to _of the relief burden onto

the ratepayers of the various municipalitlesc83 Official

statements by the federal government that they would meet the
cost of one-third of direct relief were misleading in that
they spent one-third of a new meximum which was appreciably
below the old relief allowanoo-eu
The ennouncement of a reduction in the relief scale was
met by a stream of abuse in the Crowsnest Pass, much of which
was directed through the Member of Parliament and a member of
the ruling Conservative party, the Minister of Trade and Com=
merce, Mre. He He Stevens., Stevens met the unemployed in Dec-
ember85 end promised to press for a more favourable financiasl
arrangement.s He used the arguments that the more severe clinme
atic conditions than the Coast required additional clothing,
shelter and food and es a semi-isolated interior industrial
city, Fernie had higher commodity prices than more densely

populated aress.86 The provinecial asdministration was per-

831ne new allowance was £9 for the first adult, $3.50 for the
second and 2,50 for each child under 2l. The previous schedule
for a man and his dependent wife was: food $17, shelter $9,
water &1050. for a total of s”o m'. art. 380."“0". 25, 1932.

euAt the same time the dominion government announced the crea=
tion of "Human Interest Bonds™ which would be sold by the Chame
bers of Commerce at $1 each and it was hoped, would alleviate
some of the financial strain on the government. "Human Intere
est Bonds," }_‘ﬂi' arte 331, Nov, 1‘#. 1932,

85'Hon. He Hs Stevens Busy Here," FFP, Dec. 9, 1932, p. 1.

86The Fernie unemployed presented numerous suggestions to
improve the relief systems single men living at home should
receive the same amount of relief as those described s home=-
lessy the second sdult in the family should get the same allow=
ence as the first; men should receive cash instead of relief
"script® on the stores; and the camp system of relief should
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suaded by the Fermie and District Unemployed Association that
an additional five dollar grant per family should be provided
to extend over the winter by refusing to do any except absole
utely necessary work until their demands were met.87

At this jJuneture, over $6,000 per month wes being spent
to care for the uneuployed.88 A meximum of 300 families were
assisted during the year representing between 1,400 end 1,600
people or an average of about 280 families per monthe The
only other significant source of relief assistance during the
year had been the Christmas Cheer and Rellef und which hed
supplemented aid from the government relief agenolea.eg Until
Mareh ;933 the Fermle City Couneil hed been unable to convince
either of the higher levels of govermment of its critical pre-
dicament. However, with the announcement that the Crow's Nest
Pass Coal Company would cease operations at Coal Creek and
that the Great Northern Railway would remove their tracks, the
threatened disappearence of the ecity prompted provineisl offic-

ials to assume responsibllity for the entire unemployment pro-

blem in the dlstriotogo

be replaced since men were being treated on the same level as
“convicts" or "chattel slaves®, "No Relief Without Work,"

m’ Dece 23’ 1932. Pe 1.

87"Five Dollars a Month Grented, Local and General,® FFP,
Decs 30' 1932, Do 50

88800 Table XIV.

89upelief Discussed,” FFP, Feb. 24, 1933, ps l.

90Upon assuming responsibility the govermment immediately
restored the five dollars in assistance previously terminated

in the spring. “Govermment Will Help," FFP, Ap. 7, 1933,
Pe 1l
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Owing to the continued depression and generally decreas=
ing demand for coal it was decided to abanusn operations at
Coal Creek Colliery in late 1932, All materials and equipment
were recovered from Numbers One and Two South mines and perm-

91 During

anent seals were erected in early January 1933,
early 1933 only twe mines were operated; Number Three mine
produced coal until the end of Merch when the Comvany deeidéd
to close the operation and meterlials were removed and the mine
sealed off in June., Number One East mine operated on s limited
scele until the end of March when & permanent shutdown was
contemplated,

The possibility of permenent shutdown of the sole means
of sustenance in the city presented a most serious municipal
crisis. Bonded debt stood at $502,500, With the undoubted
drastic effect shutdown of the mines would have on ecivie reve
enue and provision for the payment of municipal debts, the
possibility of default in interest payments threatened omine
ously. FEducational facilities and essential public services
were slso in severe jeopardy.’??

The investment of the Company wes considerable, estim=
ated conservatively including mine plant, équipnent. five miles
of standard rallway, rolling stock and buildings, at about two
million dollars. Assuming a depreciation of fifty percent the
Company's physical assets amounted to approximately one million

dollars. The magnitude of their investment alone made 1t exped=-

91 ‘
British Columbia, Department of Mines, ARMM, 1933, 1934
PPe AB)g-AB“OQ ' " ’ 3 .

929The Sword Descends,® FFP, Mar. 31, 1933, p. 1l.
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ient that the Company shutdown operations only as a last rese
ortes The president, We Re Wilson, explained the clrcumstances
of suspension of operations to City Council, the Board of Trade
and members of the press on March 30, 193338 %“The Company,

after sustaining serious loss in the Joint operations of
Coal Creek Mines regret the necessity is forced upon us

to closeseees The circumstances lesding up to this unpleas
seant condition may be referred to as followss (1) A steedy
depreclation in fuel orders through the world wide depress
sion that is affecting Canada and other nations. (2) A
development of Alberta gas areas that are displacing coal
eas fuel and the installation of o0il fuel by trensportation
companies that a few years ago took from 300,000 -to 600,000
tons of coal per year from Coal Creek and Michel minescse.
One of the contributing causes of the railroadsess [reduce
ing orders] mey be assigned to the imposition of increased
dutiesses [on] coal going to the States which was put inte
force as a2 countervailing duty on Cansdisn exports., The
apprlication of this duty reduced the mumber of employees

at Coel Creek to the extent of three hundred, in addition
to decreasing the working time for the reduced number of
employees. The federal government, to aid in the securing
of greater mid Canada markets, had put into force a subvene
tion which will possibly enable the Crow's Nest Pass Coal
Company to increase its normal markets to Winnipeg and cone
tingent fuel consuming areas to the extent to possibly
thirty percent of the market permenently lost to the United
States through the countervaliling duties being put inteo
foree, This useful help will not aid the Company to oper=-
ate more thar ¥ichel mine on sufficient time to give the
employees & desirable living wage. 7To help mitigate the
trying situation that has been brought about by ecircum-
stences beyond the Company's control, the Company is cone
sidering the question of turning over to the employees

cast out of workg blocks of tillable land under some spece
ial asrrangement,

The operating policy of the Company for the three years
preceding the shutdown had been to allot seventy-five percent
of the coal orders to Migchel collieries9“ and twenty-five pere

93%Fernie Coal Mines to be Closed on Friday," Daily Prove,
Mar. 28, 1933’ Pe 1.

9%Due to Michel's higher quality, lower ash residue and
more easlly retrievable coals
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cent to Coal Creeke The total tonnage of the combined output
for the two collieries wes nearly 470,000 tons in 1931 and
340,000 in 1932.95 hence the mines at Coal Creek had produced
approximately 100,000 tons in each of the previous two years
as compared to nearly 400,000 tons in 1920. When orders fell
below 100,000 toms in 1933 the shareholders voted to cease
operations. The collapse of Fernie's only industry could not
be paelliasted by possible absorption into Michel collliery since
a marked retrenchment had also ocourred there; over one hundred
workers 'had been permanently dismissed in September 1932 and
the reméintng miners were employed only three to five days per
weeke, lMichel ecolliery would therefore fill all of the orders
diverted from Coal Creek without increasing the numbers eme
ployed.96

Fernie in 1933 was = very well constructed city, boast-
ing a highly developed system of public utilities, an airfield,
city parks and recreation areas, all capable of sustalning a
much larger populationagv Many of the residents had sizeable
investments in their homes, their only remaining meterial pose
session, and were unwilling to abandon the citys

Initial sttempts to obtain orders were unsuccessful as
pressure applied to the Cansdian Pacific Railway was warded

95see Table XIXe

96“7ernle Mines to be Closed on Friday," Dally Prov.
- *9
Mar., 28, 1933, p. 1. B

97The official assessment figures of almost $2,700,000, with
improvements alone being $1,873,596 is en indication of the
substantial construction of the city. "Shutdown Order Stun-
ning Blow to Fernie Residents,™ Dally Prov., Mar. 30, 1933,

Pe le
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otr'by the rallway's arguments that the Crow's Nest Pass Come
pany had been owned by the Great Northern, a competitor, teo
whom it had supplied coal. Canadian Pacifiec argued that they
obtained coal from Coleman Collieries, a company which was ene
tirely dependent upon their market, and if the reilway turned
to Coal Creek for orders a similar affliction would descend on

Colonan.98 However through the combined efforts of the Crow's
Nest Pass Coal Company, the Fernie Board of Trade, Tom Uphill
and H, Hs, Stevens, an agreenenf was eventually arrived at with
Canadian Pacific to place orders at the Coal Creek mines bring=-
ing total orders to about 125,000 tons. Employment would be
created for approximately three hundred men working half time
or one hundred fifty working full tine.99 A campalign was con=
ducted in the House of Commons to encourage a permanent market
in the East for Crowsnest coal, and resulted in a subvention
equivelent to $1.10 per ton on 2ll coal shipped 1,200 miles or
to the Lakehead. %°

The blicity given the apparent shutdown of the ninga

end resulting abandonment of Fernle and Coal Creek brought pres-

sure upon govermment at zll levels., Assumption of the unemploy-

ment problem in the area by the federal government followed and
the pressure of public opinion directed ageinst the Coal Company
and Canadian Pacific led to a reversal of their original stance

98ucoleman's Nerrow View," FEP, Ape 7, 1933, Pe 1.

99ucoal Mines at Fernie will be Operated Again," Daily
mo, June 20. 1933’ Pe 30

100wgon, stevens Replies," FFP, June 9, 1933, pe 1.



and re-opening of the mines. Residents of the district

benefitted from increased govermnment aid,1°1 but more import=

w

antly they felt a renewed confidence in the bellief that conecern

was felt for their plight.

101lcity Couneil reduced light and water rates to five cents
per kilowatt hour with a minimum charge of 50 cents monthly
for light and $1.00 monthly for water, "Take Over Swimming
Pool," m’ Ape 21, 1933, DPe 1le



CHAPTER IIIX
PROTRACTIVE RECOVERY

The shutdown of Coal Creek mines in the spring of 1933
marked the lowest point employment reached during the deprese
sion years as cessation of the last remaining industry sig-
nified the complete economic collapse of the Crowsnest Pass,
From this absolute low in the fortunes of the area came a
gradual decrease in the number of rellef recipients.

If the shutdown marked the turning point in the fortunes
of the area it was hardly noticeable in the months immediately
postdating it. Fernie felt some respite from the clutches of
the depression when the province assumed control of relief paye
ments during the mine closure and the city managed te lighten
the load on the shoulders of the local unemployed. 5ut news
that the full cost or unonploynont rellef for single homeless

e —— e e

men after Soptenber 1, 1933 would agaln be borne on a throe-

way basis, the municipality assuming an equal share with the

higher levels of government, nullified the effects 6?_§§}’ocon-

omic recovery.l The re-assumption of relief expendltures
opened the possibility that Fernie, hard pressed to meet inter=
est payments on past debts, would be placed in the hands of

1'Municipalit1es to Pay Share Rellief for Single Destitute,"
m. Sept. 8’ 1933, Pe 1.

43~
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a commissioner.?

Discontent arose among the unemployed of the district
during the summer of 1933 when authorities revoked the five
doller bonus which had been created to ald the "Pass"™ area in
the fight against the rising cost of living and seasonal harde
shipe A short work stoppage was held on public works projects
and the principal support came from the wives of relief workers, J
A delegation from the Fernle and District Unemployed Associate
ion carried resolutions from local orsnnizationlu to table the
needs of the district before the government in Victoria,>

The status of many of the original applicents to the prove
ince for assistance had altered considerably by late 1933. The
federal government had reduced their contribution to relief

6

expenditures  and a new registration of unemployed was proposed

29Fernie may be Placed Under Commissionership," Dally Prov.,
Dec. 15. 1933. Pe 8.

Jvomen actively picketed and were very strong in their denune
clation of the relief allowances, but when the "necessity" of
& new football field which was underway as a public works proe
Ject drew a few men back to work the back of the strike was
broken. "Unemployed Strike," Py June 30, 1933, pe 1 and
"Local and General," FFP, July 14, 1933, ps 5.

uNotable was the resolution of the Fernie Branch of the Cane
adian Legion which advocated monetary revision, a six hour day
and shorter work week, abolishment of piece work and overtime,
establishment of an age for leaving school, national insurance
and a retirement age. "Legion Resolution," FFP, Aug. 18, 1933,
Pe le

5"Delegation to Vietoria," FFP, Aug. 18, 1933, p. 1.

6Not1t1catlon was received by the province on August 1, 1933
that contributions to unemployment relief on a percentage basis
would cease and be replaced by a specified monthly sum, The
grant would correspond to the dominion's estimate of a reasone
able expenditure and because federal suthorities believed oute
lays to be exhorbitant, a considerable cut-back was expected.
The previous arrangement whereby each level of government con-
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to eliminate anyone no longer deserving govermment assiste
ances The new relief list was endorsed by the govermnment large
ely at the insistence of a public led by the business estabe
lishment and the permanent employees, the taxpaying segment of
soclety, Mre. Se Ge Blaylock, General Manager of Consolidated
Mining and Smelting Company of Trall, represented a large pvore
tion of voters in his following observations of the situation:
Work by the unemployed 1s extremely expensive. Now it is
unbelievable that most of the men in these csmps are
slackers. I believe that most of them would return work
for the velue received, but unfortunately there is no way
in the present circumstances to protect such men from the
professional slackers until a plan is in forece to pay for
work donee I belleve good results could be obtained if
there could be segregation of those willing to work. If
this could be done, and these men given better quarters
and grub and living conditions. I think that we would
then find that these men, who reallized that the expense
of their keep was being carried by those who d4did work,
would give a good account for the money spent on them, I
would _not hesitate to give the slacker camps a very poor
faro.7
Basic to the declision to reregister the unemployed was
the increassing debt being incurzed by all levels of government,
Premier T. D. Pattullo's announcement on May 29 explained that
those on relief would have two months to search for work, at
which time only those who could prove themselves deserving
would receive ailde The money saved by paring the undeserving

would be used to broaden the works program and ensure that all

tributed one~third was changedj thereafter the province was to
contribute sixty percent and the municipality forty percent of
the total outley. BEritish Columbia, Department of Labour,

ABML, 19%, 1935, n. P.

7Assoclated Boards of Trede for Eastern British Columbla,
Proceedings of th al Convention for 1 y Trall, The Assoce
iated Boards of Trade of Eastern sh Columbia, 1935, pr. 21.
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who were physically fit were wotking.a The Premier stated:

There 1s no doubt whatever... that the present vosition

of affairs is bresking down the morale of our people, So

far as 1s possible within the resources of the province,

necessary works will be carried out, and it is understood

also that Ottawa will give a program of its own.9

The city of Fernle was placed in an lmpossible situation

by the implementation of a policy to stop relief to single
transients who did not meet the requirements for the relief
camps and the simultaneous return of the Fernie relief problem
to the taxpayers. The only alternative to default of interest
peyments and failure to meet rellef demands was to recommend
that a commissioner be appointed to handle the city's affairs.
This was decided as the best means of arrenging a settlement
with the bond holders, relieving the taxpayers of over fifty
mills per year on the present assessment, and lessening the
burden on the remaining taxpayers whose outlay would have been

10 ¢

prohibitive within a year the rate properties were being

turned back to the city for tax sale.l1

BAt the end of April, 109,862 persons were on relief in
British Columbia. Of these, 21,052 were single men and
7,162 were in federal road camps. "B, Ce Relief for Thouse
ends to end August 1st," Daily Prove., Dec. 28, 1934, p. 1.

91pid.

101gx sollections in the eity for 1933 were $31,157 which
was just over 56 percent of the tax levy which totalled
$55,593.82. The collection was about four percent less than
at the same time a year earlier. "Additional Locals," FFP,
Auge 3, 1934, pe. 8 and "Recommends Govermnment Commissioner,"

m' Dec. 28, 193’4. Pe 1la

llln addition to recommending a commissioner, the city had
continued its drastic expense cutting. Insurance expenditures
on the schools, fire hall, city hall, and power house were
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A delegation led by Mayor Douglas met with Premier Pate
tulle in December 1934 to discuss relief problems and the pos=
sibility of eappointing a commissioner to handle the affairs of
the city.12 Je Ve Fisher, Assistant Minister of Finance, was
appointed Commissioner and J. C. Connick, city clerk at Fernie,
was appointed Deputy Commissioner on Januery 18, 1935. Upon
his appointment and investigation of the city's traumatic
state which was characterized by the drop in assessed value of
taxable property by one-third, cash receipts from taxes by one=
half of the amounts assessed, and the curtailment of govermment
grants, Fisher declared that the only feasible polliecy was one
of "pay as you go'.13

Little improvement in the status of the unemployed of the

e et—— s —

Crowsnest Pass was felt during the winter of 1934-1935. Rellef

instruments which hed progressively improved since 1933 provide

ed a larger subsistence allowance to more unemployed than any

slashed, representing a gross saving estimated at $656,70 in
three years. The fire truck driver was also laid off and the
chief took over his duties at a reduced salary of %125 from
his previous $155 monthly. %City Cuts Down Insurance," Py
Ape 20, 193%, pe 1 and "Council Cuts Fire Depertment," EEE:
July 6, 193%, pe 1.

12eFernie Plans Refunding Loen," Daily Prov., Dec. 18, 1934,
Pe 90

13'Mny work to Pay Taxes," sy May 3, 1935, pPe 1« In order

to straighten out the affairs of the city the commissioner
authorized the cancellation of $341,000 in outstanding bonds
which were held in the municipal sinking funds, The gross
debt of $536,000 was reduced to $197,000 by cancelling the
city bonds held in the sinking fund. Another $82,459 in the
sinking fund in other securities further reduced the overall
debt to approximately $117,000. ®“Govermment Cancels Bonds
Issued by Fernie," Daily Prov., Jan. 3, 1936, p. 18.
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single previous winter.lu A winter bonus allowance of five
dollars was granted in January and the maximum outlay which
had previously been reduced was restored to sixty dollars.15
A wood=cutting camp was agaln established at Hosmer. The
electricity rate was reduced in Fernielé and nlans were made
to have the unemployed work out taxes., Charitable organize
ations in the "Pass" were able to maintaln active relief work.
Notable was the Imperial Order of the Daughters of the Empire
which donated books to the Leglon Library, confitures to the
nurses' home and the hospital, gave prizes to high ranking
students in Coal Creek, Holy Family and Central Schools, proe
vided a sizeable sum for the Alexandra Solarium, and gave
relief to undernourished babies and school children.l?

All busic 1ndustrles oxcopt coal mining 1mprovod during

1935. The provincial 1ndustr1a1 payroll ahowod a allght ine

crease over the previous yenr and a slzable one over 1933718

Wage rates continued an upmard trend as the average weekly
industriel salary increaaod over fifty oonts.lg
Winter always wrodked hardship on the indigent residents

of the "Pass" although conditions were progressively improving.

1“800 Table XIV.
15%Requests Granted," FFP, Jans 11, 1935, p. 1.

16It was reduced from ten to elght cents per kilowatt hour.
"City Commissioner Keeps Busy," FFP, May 3, 1935, p. l.

17#10DE Annual Report,® FFE, Febs 22, 1935, Pe 1.

leBritlsh Columbia, Department of Labour, op, cit,, 1 ’
Pe K?.

19833 Table XXI.
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Rellef coal was provided by the province and the Coal Company
made available four teams of horses to deliver the fuel to
the homes of unemployed.zo Charitable organizations maintained
a high standard of service to the community and supplemented
an over-worked but continuelly improving provincial agency.
Improvement was evidenced in the decision of the Rotary Christ=-
mes Cheer Committee, orgenized in 1933 to supnply relief through
public subseription during the festive season, to vest 1ts en=
ergies in some permenent future organization.21

The eozl industry did not shasre in the improved indus-
trial scene and experienced a negligible production increase
during 1936, As industrial activity increesed in other locale-
itles and money again began to flow, the standerd of living
rose and prices became increasingly prohibltive to the large
numbers of unemployed on relief in the “Pass", Consequently
the most significant activity in the city of Fernie during the
yeer was agitstion to obtain a higher rellef allowance.22

Complasints were sent to Premier Pattullo asking for the

special consideration similar to previous years regardin: an

extra a2llowance for eclothing, fuel snd t‘oo<123 and the ususl

20mgeen and Heard," FFP, Sept. 27, 1935, P. 8. The quantity
for each reciplent was regulated by the size of the house and
fallil’. "Local and Gcneral." m, Septe. 25’ 1936. Pe 50

2lohrt stmas 1935 saw the committee send out four hundred
thirty turkeys end forty orders of merchandise to single
unemployed men. "“Rotary Xmas Cheer Committee," FFP, Dec. 27,

1935, De 5e
22%Tom Uphill on Rempage,” FFP, Nov. 6, 1936, p. 1.
23nCommunication,® FFP, Jan. 17, 1936, pe 4.
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complaints were heard against the local relief authorities and
the system of publie works in wlnter.zu In January two hundred
fifty unemployed staged a protest parade. The Honourable F.
McPherson, Minister of Labour, visited Fernie and rectified
some of the abuses temporarlly.25 In the spring the unemployed
agaln vigorously protested government action in introducing a
ten-hour work day at twenty-five cents per hour in their work
canps, which contravened British Columbia minimum wage and
26

hours of work lawse

BEritish Columble's relief situation eased during 1935,

particularly in unorganlzed territories where the average mone
thly number of married relief reciplents was reduced by foure

27 Although the decrease in the numbers on rellef

teen percent,
in the whole province amounted to six percent, the situation
in municipalities showed little improvement; a slight decrease
in the numbers of married unemployed was offset by a dispropore
tionate increase in cost.ze
The unemployment situation continued to improve during
19363 the decrease in the average monthly number of relief rec-

iplents was over ten percent while the reduction in unorganized

2bwpernie Asks Pettullo for Better Stendard of Relief Conde
itlons," Dally Provey, Nove 14, 1935, ps 7.

25%ynemployed Communication,® FFP, Jen. 31, 1936, pe 4.
26wcommunication," FFP, June 12, 1936, p. 8.

273ince 1933 there was a drop of 16.5 percent in the average
monthly number of relief recipients in the province, British
Columbia, Department of Labour, 9ps cite., 1935, p. K84,

ZEM' et
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territories was almost double the eight percent shown in mun-
icipalitles.29 A great deal of optimism was generated among
the oppressed in the early weeks of 1926 by Premier Pattulle's
announced intention to institute a medical care plan. The
proposal for a contributory system was directed to the needs
of wage earners, Public opinion led by the mass of the unem=
ployed oppeosed the plan and when the Leglslative Assembly faile-
ed to give 1t the required support, it was shelvod.3°

Conditloms continued to improve in the province during
early 1937; the numbers employed in each industry-were -the
highest since 19297 and relief totals throughout the winter

were within a few persons of being the lowest since 1931, The

conﬁinued success of the retraining programs led to a redefine-
ltion of relief assistance under three classifications:s un=
employment eid, agricultural aid and relief, and assistance to
unemployableses The stezdily increasing employment rate was
also exemplified by the federal government's eannouncement in
August that the monthly grant for relief was being further re=
duced.32

As the outlook in the country brightened the cost of

291big,. 1936, pe T83. This program remeined in effect un=
til 39 when a new agreement replaced the grant-ine-ald, the

dominion paying forty percent of the outlay to residents and
fifty to transients. In March 1939, the province took respone
sibility for all unemployables paying elghty percent of cost
for municipal cases and total cest for provincial cases in

municipalities. Ibid., 1940, pe G119.
30zee chape IV,
3lep, ., Rellef is Growing Less," FFP, fug. 20, 1937, Do l.

32wcuts Be Co Rellef Grant $30,000," FFP, Auge 20, 1937, Pe l.
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living rose. The lahour department's family budget of staple
foods, fuel, light end rent was over two dollars asbove the
1933 figure which was the low point during the depression, 33
However a rising stonderd of living over the remainder of the
country rendered the situation in Fernie more critical because
the industrial and thus the wage-earning segments of the pop=
ulation were still dormant. As residents of the Crowsnest
Pass became more distrasught, a corresponding lack of undere
standing grew 1n the relatively prosperous remsinder of the
provinces In the early "thirties" when the depression was gene
eral some ldea of problems in an economically stagnant commune
ity were recognized, since most residents were a2ble to identify
the plight of indigents with thelr own serious problems. Put
by 1937 when conditions hed improved over most of the province,
very little sympethy was given to the Crowsnest Pass,.
Complaints agalnst the insdequate relief allowances in

face of & rapidly rising standard of living reached a climsx
in April 1937 when the Fernle and Distriet Unemployed Assoce
lation orgenlized a strike, picketed the publicly owned build-
ings in the community, and demanded: "...an increase in relief

allowances at least commensurste with the constant rise in

the cost of 1iving,«ss and the institution of (a] work and

weges program to give us a few days extra work, to meet

other household necessities and requirements,

Fallure to recognize the unique problems of the "Pass®™ led to

33Tne lsbour department's budget in October 1929 was $21.963
in 1933, #15.41; and in 1937, $17.51. "Living Cost Higher,"
m, Nove 26’ 1937. Pe 1.

34wyUnemployed Statement,"® FFP, Ap. 16, 1937, p. 8.
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simultaneous strikes agaeinst the Crow's Nest Pass Coal Company
and the unemployment rellef projects as an expression of dis-
content with the general living conditloms and status of the
residents.35 The decision of the unemployed assosiation and
mine union followed prolonged efforts to secure some improvee
ment in living conditlons either by increased living allowe
ances or a supplementary program of work and wages. The labe
our dispute was settled by a slight inerecase in wages after a
short stoppage bhut the unemployment rellef controversy extended
through liey into June and consideration was given to withdrawe
ing children of the unemployed from school unless demands were
met.36 The strike climaxed on June 1l, 1937 when a mass demone
stration was held on the grounds of the provincisl govermnment
buildings and a promise was extracted to investigate condit-
ions in the distriet. An interesting situation developed in
negotiations when the majority of men agreed to the promises
but the women as a block refused to accept the offers. Thelr
refusal reflected the serious domestic crises affecting mothers
in the district. !

Dlssent was norg<pronounced 1n the spring and summer of

e —— R ————— S —

e A

1938 as the government began to close the rolief project camps

e Jo8 e r— B i

and as relief loans to the municipalities were curtailed. A

mass migration of single unemployed men was mede to Vancouver

35'May Postpone Fernie Strike,"™ Dally Prov., Ap. 12, 1937,
Pe 3o

361b1g0

37wpernie Helief Workers Hold Demonstration," Dally Prove,
June 12, 1937, DPe 3
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38 reaching six thouse~

under predominant communist leadership,
and by lMay and eventually ending in violence and a riot during
a "sit down" strike,

News that the provincial govermment had rescinded a ten
percent specieal allowance in recognition of severe climatic
conditions was met with loud disapproval in the "Pass", Weae
ther conditions in the area had not mellowed, the winter snow
was on the ground and temperatures were thirty degrees below
freezinge A group three hundred strong marched on the governe
ment bulldings where protests were met by the reply thst cone
slderation would be given to payment of en sllowance to married
unenployed with families. Board of Trade officials proclaimed
that if the new-relief regulations were enforced a "hopeless
finenciel situstion would result" and Fernie would have to ree
vert to the status of an unorganized torritory.39 ‘The FHonour=
able e lMePherson, Minister of Public Works, was told when he
visited Fernie to investigate the complaints, that eightyefive
percent of the taxes collected were utilized to meet relief
charges and with the new agreement requiring Fernie to meet
more of the rellef load, an additional fifteen to eizhteen

thousand dollars a year would be needed, This sum would re=
quire one hundred fifteen percent of present locel taxes which
were already much higher than the tax rate per capita in the

3astr1kes were led by the communist inspired National Unem=
ployed Workers® Association and the Rellef Project Workers'
Union., Margaret A. Ormsby, sh Columbi -] ’
Van., Evergreen Press, 1958, De .

39Relief Plan Forces Fernie to the Wall,"” Dally Prov.,
Ap. 6, 1938, Dpe 22.
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province generally. A committee from the unemployed met the
minister and were advised that it was the intention of the
government to open a camp in the near future to provide parte
time work, end that govermment grants in aid of the unemployed
recreation rooms and the unemploysd shoe repeir shop would be
considerod.uo

Desvite the continued large-scale unemployment in the
"Pass™ there were indications that the depression had eased.
The first tax sale in several years was held in Fernie during
September 1938. The seles hed been postponed during the worst'
days of the depression after a great deal of pressure had been
exerted by residents on the govarnnent.ul Although eaporoxime
ately one hundred were asdversely affected, relief for single
unemployed men wes discontinued July 1, 1938.42 Relief admine
istrators terminated wood-cutting and'haullng projects which
had been in operation for flve yoars.43

Provinciel =s=uthorities checking on underpsid employees
in one small community in the “Pass" in 1938 haed found that
cver a dozen employers were paying less than the minimum wage.
A year later relief investigators again visited the "Pass"™ and

came away with the impression that the Fernie residents were

bo'Hon. McPherson Visits Fernie," FFP, Ap. 29, 1938, p. le.

Ylepittle Interest in Land Tax Sale," FFP, Sept. 30, 1938,
Pe Le

%2016 Lose Rellef July 1,* Daily Prove, June 15, 1938, p. 30.

QB.Arbltrary MchOdB" m. Oct, 7’ 1938’ Pe i

Lm"Local and Generel," FFP, Mar. 25, 1938, pe 5
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too lenient and sympathetic toward the unemnloyed who were gete
ting "fat® on relief and satisfied with their parasitic condite
ion. The statement was met with a2 bitter denunclation by rese
idents., Several indigents had become satisfied with rellef
essistence and showed little incentive to become self-suffice
ient but there was slso a considerable l=ck of understanding
of the situation by provincial authorltles.us Inegquities in
the relief system definitely existed. A notable exemple was
the csse of a Fernie men discovered in 1939 to have heen obe
teining relilef since 1934 while heving a considersble sum of
money in the bank drawing 1nterest,u6

The economy of the province gonerally was becominv ine-

e e e et S

creasingly stable, although unsottled conditions 1n Europe end

e —

the Far East conbined with exceptlonally dry summers ln 1938

and 19739 caused a considerable recessionhin the 1unber induse

s g e S— .

trye. The paradoxical condition of the Crowsnest Pass comparod

samam

with the province generally wes exposed in a brief formulated
in 1939, Endorsed by the Fernie Branch of the Canadian Legion,
the Fernle Boesrd of Trade. and the Fernie local of the United
Mine Vorkers of America, the informative document was presented

to a Vancouver meeting of the Unemployed Federation of British

457ne local unemployed cited difficulty in obtaining work,
citing exemples of Fernie residents who had journeyed to Vane
couver Islend only to end up on rellef and that there were
8ix men welting for every new jJob avalleble in the metallure
gical industry in the province., "Communication," IFP,
Jane 27, 1939, Pe 4,

uéHe was fined four hundred dollars with the option of eight
month's imprisonment. "“Chisellers Sentenced," FFP, Ap. 28,
19399 Pe le
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Columbia, It outlined the depressed condition of the coal mine

ing industry despite the value as an all-purpose coal of the _

highest quality on the continent: "The sturdy city of Fernie

was built on coal mining, employment resching its peak in
1917 when 1,760 men were engaged in the mines. LayoffS.ese
reduced the number of miners to 156 now working at Coal
Creeke <+he dwellings in the vicinlty of the mines are

being graduelly dismantledeess Séme 1,550 persons in v

Fernle district are now dependent on relief and 140 more

.?{glgnwzg?zizt;z;:lziien,nccs provided by the gzovermment
At another conference of unemployed held at Cranbrook in June,
proposals were made to increase the basic scale of relief and
to begin a work end wages program which would abolish the last
vestiges of the relief system.ua

By the spring of 1939 indications that the ecomony of

the Pralrie Provinces had strengthened considerably were de=
noted by the vacant tourlst camps in the "Pass", During the
depths of the depression an endless stream of traffic moved
through the area in secarch of work and escape from a more seve
ere climates

The mining industry finally began to show signs of recove

ery in the summer of 1939 Inereased demands on the coal inde

I e

ustry ceme as a vesult of the large-scale armsment build-up in

the late "thirties", Sources of fuel were in short supply
necessitating a re-invigorated coal industrye. An announcement
by the Crow's Nest Pass Coal “ompany that twelve miners from
Fernie, formerly employed at Coal Creek and on relief, would

47wpom Uphill Talks at Nelsomy® FFP, Har. 10, 1939, p. 8.

ua'Cranbrook Conference," FFP, June 9, 1939, p. 1.

7
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be hired at Michel Colliery, marked the largest such hiring
of unemployed men since the depression began, and indicated
that orders for coal from the "Pass™ were agein being nade.u9
By 1941 production in the mines heod topped one million tons
for the first time since 1913 and the names on the company
payroll numbered over one thousand for the first time since

1932, 70

ug"Looal and General," FFP, July 14, 1939, pe 5 end also see
Teble XVII,

50gee Table XVIII.



CHAPTER IV
GOVERNMENT AID TO THE DESTITUTE

Basic to the persistence of severe conditions in the
province and the country in the early depression was the faile
ure of government to assume control of the economy or respone-
sibility for the destitute. Canada traditionally was governed
by a striect free-enterprise system and economic guldelines
were considered a transgression of suthority. At the begine-
ning of the depression governments were concerned with weath-
ering the recession and were gulded by policlies of immediate
political expediency. Consequently no co-ordinated or caree-
fully planned relief policy was set up and although vast sums
of money were allotted as conditions deterliorated, adequate
control over their expenditures by the provinces and hundreds
of municipalities was impossible, Typlcal of the problems en=
countered in allocation of public funds were the relief camps
in British Columbia.

Eerly in the summer of 1931 the governnents 1n Victoria

. e —————

and Ottawa had movod in conjunotion to aet up publlc works
camps to house the tremendous influx of 1nd1v1dua1s uho were
draining the resources of the urban centers. A total of two
hunired thirty-seven camps capable of accomodating over 18,000
men were erected, equipped and administered by the province

- 59~
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with one-~half the total cash outlay supplied by the dcninion.l
The men in the camps were provided with food, shelter,

hospltal and medical requirements, necessary clothing, and a
cash allowance.? An extensive program of road work was undere
taken and a special arrangement was made with two transcontine
ental rallways to provide free transportation to the work
campse During the winter months when work was suspended, some
camps were closed and the balance sustained the occupants with
direct rellief. 01osprgrof the camps and shrinking provincial
coffers left a number of uﬁe£;10y9¢\i1fﬁwﬁb”iéané of susten-
ance. Soﬁé of them became restive andin the winter of 1932 con-
verged on Victorie in e hunger march.’ Stories of patronage

‘and corrupt administration of funds combined with the publice

1pritish Columbia, Department of Labour, ARML, 1931, 1932,
Pe ESlo j

2During preperation of the camps a provisionsl system was
set up whereby men would work an eight-hour, five and one«half
day week and recelve 35 cents per hour if supporting depende
ents and 25 cents per hour if not, less #1 per day for food
and shelter. "“Work Camp at Crowsnest," s July 31, 1931,
Pe 4+ The basic rate was later fixed at %2 per day for a fore
ty-elght hour week and was graduated for more highly skilled
occupations; 85 cents per day was deducted for board and accom-
odation. In November 1931, the province was unable to continue
the existent rates and thereafter £7.50 per month was given in
return for twenty, six-hour days and the camps were restricted
to single men. British Columbia, Department of the Attorney-
General, "Workers Demend Better Conditions," Attorney-Genersl's
Papers, art. 151, Ap. 2, 1932.

3The demends included: three meals a day and no work or $4
a day, three days a week, no discrimination and el1 to be sent

back to the camps from which they came. Ibide

bwLetter from He Go Perry to T. D. Pattullo, Mar. 27, 1933,"
cited in Ormsby, Ops Cites Pe L47.
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atlon of the reactionery Kidd Commission Report5 tended to
accentuate an already tense situation. Partly as a consequence
of the unrest but principally because of pggz%pg}al financial
difficulties the federal government assumed the entire cost of
relief to singles homeless persons in urban centers on November

1, 1932. The situation in the provinco continued to deterior-

ate howsver, since many who had strussled along on thelr own
etforts through the preoeding yeara foupd thenaelves at the

end of thelr resources and were compelled to apply for public

assistance. Although the federal government bore the whole

financial responsibility for maintenance of the British Colume
bia rellef camps, the province administered and allocated
funds. Appointments from the unemployed to administrative
positions and awerding of contracts to supply the camps with
essentials were matters of contention among the public and
accusations flowed froely.6 In order to calm fears of misale
location of public funds and administrative appointments, ad-
ministration of the relief camps was turned over to the Departe
ment of National Defence’ on May 1, 1933.8

Under the D.N.D. single homeless unemployed men entered
the camps after proving that they were fit for manusl labour,

free from communicable disease, and were Brlitish subjects,

5Ib120. Pe 448,

6wLetter from B. B, Bennett to S. F. Tolmie," Tolmle Papers,
vm.’ U.B.c.’ Oct. 28’ 1929, Pe 3.

7Heroafter referred to as D.N.D.

BJanes FEayrs,
t Gre e
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although the latter stipulations were not always rigidly enfor=
ced.9 Persons found unacceptable to the D.N.D. remained the
responsibility of the province or municipality. The men accept-
ed were placed on the nearest project to the place of applic-
ation in which there was a vacancy: "Accomodation, clothing,
food and medical care were provided in kind and an allowance
not exceeding twenty cents per diem" was provided. "Eight
hours per day will be worked; Sundays and statutory holidays
will be observed; Saturday afternoons will be used for recrea=-
tioness."0 Medical, dental and optical facilities were proe-
vided by local practitioners retesined on a contract basis for
services rendered at the site.ll

The physical state of the camps was comparatively good
in relation to many of the logging, rallroad and mining camps.
However, investigators did not realize that the lives of orde-
inary bush workers were rendered tolerable by the prospect of
earning a large sum of money and returning to more civilized
areas to spend it. Although "the men in... the cnlp[i] are
fairly comforteble, plenty of good food, running hot and cold
water, good bunks and clean crockery to eat with...'.lz the

521016, < ngston, unnub. “Yonours T
ary Co lege of Canadn, 1962, p. 46.

llL.rrO'neg °E= O;Eo. Pe 60.

12pr1tish Columbia, Department of the Attorney-General,
"Letter from Relief Camp Investigator to the Attorney-General,"
Comlpomlnct. art. 227. Feb, 15, 1932.
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atmosphere and cooking methods were seldom conducive to
culinary enjoymente "The soup kitchen always seemed to be

located in unsuitable premises that some politically fave
oured landlord had rented to the govermmentes The odours
of the . food cooked last year mixed with the odours of last
month and last week.s To serve such masses, heavy reliance
was placed upon bolled dinners, hash and cereals. Every=
thing was usually overcooked and served on metal plates
with twisted forks end knives.l

The attitude and temperament of administrators in the
camps often varied in relation to their proximity to the intere
provinciel boundary. Superintendents of the camps unless of
the most liberal disposition, became increasingly curt toward
the transients who came into the province and requested admite
tance to the camps only to stay long enough for a meal and bed,
then proceed on thelr way. However exceptions were known and

it was relayed among the men coming west that they could obtain

a bed and a couple of meals at the more hospitable oontors.lu

Transients who "rode the rods" in from the East were less
inclined to the radical ideas that were prevalent on the Coast.

The talk of transients coming West is mostly about the good
treatment men get in comparison with the prairies and the
Easte British Columbies hospitality 1s known across the cone
tinent. French Canadisns and Nova Scotians were plentiful
and it is noticeable that the majority of these transients
are very young people, many of them Jjust [gaving left
scho0leesse One can hear a lot of intelligent taglk in refe
erence to the present depression, lots of suggestions as
to what the govermment ought to do. The prairie el.ment,
especially the farming people are loud in their denounce=
ment of the Soviets, blaming them for underselling our
farmerg' productS.cee

twnue in Kemloops| I attended the Central City

13Gray, ops oites PPe 146=147,

14pritish Columbia, Department of the Attorney-General,
"Letter from Relief Cemp Investigator to the Attorney-General,"
Correspondence, arts. 255& 256, June 21, 1932,
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Mission where meals were issueds There is a lot of kick=
ing there mostly among foreigners and Scotchmen. I also
noticed that there is a little discrimination at the Mise
sions The fellows who appeer to be civil and try to look
as if they appreclated the hand outs they received seem
to get the best deals Known Heds get pretty poor picke
ingse The difference 1s very noticeable.

While in Vancouver I distributed leaflets condemning
Cooper's garbage relief. I was right outside the relief
office on Cambie Streets At least seventy-five percent of
the people getting rellef refused the leaflets and quite a
few told me I was crazy. I was also out selling the Uneme

oyed Wo o« I took out fifty copies and had a hard

me ge ng rid of them. Japs, Finns and Swedes would
lbui] but some of the people 1 offered them to would start
an argument and perhaps want to fightesee

Upon returning to Nelson I find| The Moscow News
and The Worker, published in Toronto, are not getting as
good sales as they used to. The Hgg&gzn_ﬂgf;gr, printed
in San Francisco, seems to be most populsr.

Large-scale segregation of single men on public works

—— L —

projects at subsistence unsoahgrepgrud the ground for the este

et o e e B . g S—

ablishment of rad;cal organization on the seeds of disoontent.16
The workers' organizations had strong ties with the Communist

union organizgrn, E;Fh°“5h in some camps unofficlal working

2 A S,

arrangements developed with camp rorenén. The union's dual

role, first as idealistic propagandists and agltators against
the existing economic and soclal system generally antagonized
the administration. Their practical role was largely successful

151pid.

16Early in the depression the Single Unemployed Workers'
Association was formed and this led to a co-ordinating Central
Council of Unemployed Organizations in 19313 the Council's
leading branch was the National Unemployed Workers' Associa=
tion which was in turn connected with the Workers' Unity
Leagues Paul Phillips, eater: Centu
in B;Ltll% Co%unbig. Vene, British Columbia Federation of

bor ag roundation, 1967, pe 105, In 1936 the Relilef
Camp Workers Union was reorganized into the Eellef Project
Workers' Union. Mo. Pe 118,
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in demanding better conditions, alding recognition of camp
committees, and later under the DeNeD.'s administration, in
relaxing rigid diccipllne.17 An informer on the radical active
ities in the camps on the Lower Mainland had these observationss
I heard a lot of disgruntled talk about the National Unem-
ployed Workers' Assoclation. The ideas of the Independent
Labor Party seemed to be most favoredeee.e Quite a lot of
criticism is directed against leaders of the "NueUeWeAe"eooeo
These men are always fairly well dressed, able to bhuy the
odd beer, do a lot of talking around 61 Cordova, but are
never in front if any trouble 1s brewing, and this is note
1ced and discussed around the camp fires in the Jjungles,
especially among English speaking people. Outside of the

Russians, Swedes and Finns, and of courig. the agitators,
there is very little Red talk heardecece

Baslcally the cause of increased radical asctivity during the
depression was in the fallure of the economic system to fune
ction smoothly. The common men could see an ever-widening gulf
between his status and that of the proprietors of industry.
Economic disparity opened thé doors for the seeds of discontent,
but the failure of the traditional labour unions to provide
some form of organization fitted to the needs of the relief
camp workers further opened them to the communist organizers.
The camp ocoupants surrcrod most sevorely fron boredom

and lonelinoss. In most of the camps thero were no rocreat-

ional raoilitles and thé 1ndividuala had no_resources, nlthoush

a small proportion of the relief funds was ‘allocated to recre-

....__———/__—'—" . N\h res
ation facilities after 1935, Instances of magazines and newse

—

17pe1ler camp organizations of any kind were prohibited by
the DND, but in maeny, local administrators allowed committees
to present abuses.

185ritish Columbia, Department of the Attorney-General,
"Letter from Camp Investigator to the Attorney-General,"
Correspondence, arts. 255 & 256, June 21, 1932.
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papers supplied by charitable organizations were common. Some
of the more resourceful individuals turned to such artistic
pursults as wood-carvins and charcoal drawing while others
spent long hours debating current world problems using ideas
borrowed from the few books which were donated. But the great
majority whiled away their time story-telling, playing cards,
darts and practical Jjokes. In a communciation received by the
Fernie Free Press camp workers revealed some of thelr interestss
Would anyone be kind enough to forward any of the old rece
ords as the boys out in rellef camp have an old gramophone
of which the spring is going rusty for want of something
to dos An o0ld radio would be very acceptable, in fact
anything to cause a little amusement and while away the
aRvars, vith mo yessupanceesacdy | oy e dwit
The relief camps of the Crowsnest Pass generated compar=
atively little discontent., One disruption occured in 1934
when ebout eighty men walked out of the Eroley camp at Crows-
nest objecting to the food preparation and quality, but offic-
ials were not unduly harsh and the men were quartered in adjac-
ent camps throughout the distriot.zo As the depression ling-
ered on and the future of the indigents showed nc signs of
brightening, discontent among the relief camp workers increased.
The tense situation reached a peek in 1935 with the announce=-
ment by Prime Minister Bennett that the camp workers would be

deprived of thelr vote in the coming election.?l In April a

19.C°mm°‘t10n.. FFP, Dec. ’4, 1931. Pe 4,
20'“0&1 and General," FFP, Feb. 2, 193“, Pe 5.

21"g, C, Communists and Soclialists Unite for Enfranchise=
ment," B, C, Workers' News, Jen. 18, 1935, p. 4.
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nrumber of interior camp workers converged on the city of Vane
couver on a "work and wages" strike and demanded the right to
vote and recognition of the camp committees, A clash with
Vancouver police was not enough to induce Ottawa to enter nege
otlations and out of desveration the unsuccessful On-to=-Ottawa
Merch was begun on June 3, 1935.

The change in govermment which brought Mackenzie King to
power in the same year simulteneously rendered politically pose
sible the public denouncement of a rellef camp system which was
increasingly drawing the ire of public opinion. A relief camp
committee set up by the new government, while generally vind-
icating the administration of the camps, recommended that they
be replaced by "work and wages"™ campse The new scheme adopted
by the dominion and administered by the federal Department of
Labour established relief workers in rallway, farm and forestry
camps, marking the end of the unemployment relief camps.

Operation of public work camps by the Department of Nate
ional Defence ceased June 30, 1936 end the Department of Labour
arranged with the Canadian National and Canadian Paclific Ralle
ways to carry out maintenance work to provide some employment
for the men being discharged. Approximately 2,500 men, about
half on forestry development and the balance on public works

projects, were provided work and accomodation, 22

227ne men were paid 30 cents per hour for eight hours; 70
cents per day was deducted for board end shelter. A portion
of the earnings was withheld as a performance bond and returne
ed following termination at the rate of $4 per week until it
was fully refunded. British Columbia, Department of Labour,

Ops Citey 1936, Pe T83.
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In 1935 a youth training program was introduced by the

provincilal government in an attempt to cultivate initiative,
particularly among the young unemployed. FEarlier in the dee-
pression the provinclal government had aided woulde-be miners
to bulld access tralls (o prespective mining areas but discove
ered that an inordinate sum of money was beinz spent ¢to huild
beautiful trails to unprofitable and often noneexistent claims,
Under the 1935 scheme all detalls of claims, the stages of deve
elopment and assay results were submitted and evaluated to obe
tain a possible grant of fifty percent of the total cost of
construction.23 L

}(~In May 1935 a sizeable sum was allotted by the Labour
Department to the Forest Branch for the employment of young
single men, with the object of fitting them for employment in
the forest industry. <+he Labour Department selected the men,
preference being given to those between twenty-one and twentye
five who had been residents of the province for ten yesrs and
possessed at least partial high school education. Iraining
was given in the construction of buildines, roads, trails and
bridges, and instruction in the fundamentals of forest protect-
ion, cruising, scaling, mapping and surveylng.2¥ Announcement

23puring 1935 there were eight hundred nine individuals who
received grubstakes to enable prospecting for minerals and to

placer-mine, Ibid,, 1935, p. K84,

24The Labour Department sllotted $90,000 to the program
which permitted employment of 380 men until the end of Septem=
ber at a rate of $1.75 per day, less 75 cents for room, nete
ting them $15 to $20 monthly with an additional £10 allowance
for the season. Work was divided into three classifications:
Forest Experiment Station Work, Forest Trail Improvement and
Forest Ranger Assistants,
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of the project was received with great enthusiasm by the people
of the Crowsnest Pass and optimistic predictions were made of
the future possibilities of the scheme. Although the plan op=-
erated throughout the remainder of the decade and reached a
peak participation of five hundred men in twenty-eight camps
during 1938, the overall success was limited by a lack of funds
end a fallure of many of the Rangers, Assistant Rangers and
Patrolmen to co=cperate out of fear of losing their positions
to younger nen.25 Nevertheless a few men were placed in the
offices of Hengers as assistants, and a number of others were
given constructive escape from the relief lines during the
summer months,

The forest and mining plan in British Columbia was expane
ded later in the year into a Jjoint Dominion-Provincial Youth
Training Program, on a fifty percent share basis for projects
submitted by the provinces and approved by the dominion. Une
employed males and females between the ages of sixteen and
thirty of any race, religion or political belief were eligible,
Allowances corresvonding to the provinciasl outlays were prove
ided, with the exception that the federal scheme allowed trave
elling expenses to recelve instruction away from home, compen=
sation for accidents, plus all equipment and materials. Fernile
was one of four areas of British Columbia in which mining was

offered., After completing the mine training, those who quale

250ut of nine hundred thirty men applying, five hundred nine
were enrolled in 1935; one hundred eleven men obtained employe
ment at the end of the course, fifteen left on their own accord
end the balance were lald off at the end of the projects.
"Says Plan = Success," FFP, Nov. 22, 1935, p. 1.
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ified were gilven a further three month course in fleld methods
including lode and placer prospecting and exploration under a
qualified englneer.26 In addition to the mining instruction
which was very successful, courses in home economics and care
pentry were well attended in the “Pass" area.27

The abllity of the women in the "Pass"™ communities to
survive the depression was attested to by thelir fortitude in
organizing projects similar to the male versions, In late
1938 a group of unemployed women from Fernie met to organize
an educational and occupational training group which was to
be a Jointly sponsored dominion-provincial plan.28

On December 31, 1936 a plan came into effect to ald des-
titute farmers to re-establish on productive land. Grants were
supplied for transportation, clearance of new land, and prove
ision of farm stock, lumber and implements., A supplementary
scheme to resettle miners in the metaliferous mining areas of
the province was significant to the Crowsnest Pass arec. Howe
ever the refussl to compensete miners for their property, part-

icularly in the Fernle area where a considersble sum had been

spent in improvements led to the plan's failure in the "Pass®,??

26Trainoes received 50 cents a day and board plus 50 cents a
day bonus at its conclusion if a certirlcate of profioienoy was
sview ¢ he Domini Pra

27'Communicatlon,' FFP, Dec. 16, 1938, p. E.
28Bwyotice,” FFP, Nov. 18, 1938, p. 1.

29 totel of 156 persons were transferred from Fernie district
to other parts of the province during 193€ and 1937 at a cost of
$4,077.37. Thirty-seven were sent to other provinces or over-
seas. "193 Persons Transferred from Fernie in Two Years," FFP,
Nov. 19, 1937, P 1.
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Premier Pattullo's proposal for a contributory system of
health insurance in 1936 apnecared to initiate a new social cone
sclousness in the public of the province. kedical care by the
chosen »hysielian or surgeon, free hospital care, the services
of diasgnostic laboratories, and necessary drugs and medicines
were some of the benefits under the prcposed system which was
to be financed by contributions from employees and employers.BO
The plan was not designed to ald the unemployed who direly ne=
eded it, but was oriented towards the wage earning portion of
soclety which was capable of providing for its own medical
needs, When the Legislative Assembly falled to glve the requ-
ired support and public opinion was not particularly favour-
able toward the plan, it was permanently shelved.

Fallure of the hospital insursnce scheme typified govern-
ment attempts to ald the victims of the depression. The most
réaponsive of elected members did not feel public eopinion would
approve large~scale measures to ald the destitute, although
some soclal consciousness had been stirred. The minimum assiste
ance provided accomplished very little and large segments of
the population were retained on a subsistence level which, due
to lack of employment in unskilled trades and opportunity for
technical training, caused many to lose all initlative. Th&

few retraining schemes for unemployed, plagued by shortages of

-30The employee paid two percemt of his wages with a minimum
contribution of 35 and a maximum of 70 cents per weekj the
employer pald one percent for the insured employees with a
minimum of 20 and a maximum of 35 cents per week. British
Columbie, “epartment of Labour, op, cit., 1935, pv. KS,
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funds and maladministration, did not place many trainees in
viable employment. Although the dissemination of publie funds
to the destitute during the depression set a precedent in the
extent of ald provided, considersble improvement was needed

in thelr allocation to ensure thelr maximum utilizstion.



CHAPTER V
THE "PASS"™ MINERS; AT HOME AND AT WORK

Around the life of the miner centered the structure and
character of the soclety in the Crowsnest Pass, In the early
days the miner retsined a high degree of self respect, and as
an integral cog in the industrial wheel, was well aware of his
worthe Western steam coal mining fields were models of effice
ient operation at the turn of the centurys; the latest of
equipment and techniques were utilized and although working
conditions were poor, the prospect of high earnings offset
their influence. The company~owned communities were compare
atively well constructed and offered good accomodation.

During end immedietely following the First World War, optimum
prosperity was reached when unions by nuzerous strikes influe
enced menagement to raise wages to a standard second to none
and to improve working conditions considerablye.

In the "twenties", the mine workers of the "Pass™ exper-
ienced a lessening of union vitality as a decline in coal
orders foreced lay-offs and wage reductions, The reecession in
the 'fwenties“ 2ls0 saw mining as an occupation hold a grad-
ually diminishins stature. Many workers were forced to seek
other emnloyment and wages were no longer sunerlstive,
Improvement in accomodation had not kept pace with the times

and was a contentious issue.

73
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It had been the practice particularly in the coal mining
areas of the West for the companies to build houses and rent
them to the miners. Closed towns were a pecullar charscter-
istie of the Vest and arose as a result of control by the mine
operators of all land in the vicinlty of the pithead. Even in
areas where housing was made avallable on other than a lease-
hold basis, uncertainty of employment and low earnings tended
to deter purchaese of homess It was the policy of some operate
ors in the "Pass" to control the men through ownership of their
living quarters. In some of the camps men were employed only
if they lived in company-owned dwellings, and stores, hotels
and service utilities including schools and hospitals were
elther operated by the company or under licence from it. The
feeling of insecurity among the tenant-employees that their
lives were dominated in every respect led many operstors who
realized the strength of the sentiment to calm resentment by
selling company houses to employees at reasonsble rates. How=
ever the sales were often made under severe legal conditions
such as a clause allowing the company to resume possession
without compensation.if meetings were held in a miner's rese
idence. A common complaint that town utilities such as lighte
ing, sewage disposal and water supply were arranged at the will
of the company rather than through municipal organizations was
not always Jjustified but an aura of dominatlon did prevail,

Houses in mining cemps usually were stereotyped rows of
boxfllko structures that exhibited little creative imagination,
although a few were spacious, solid and modern in their time,
The relatively poor reputation of housing in mining camps was
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enhenced little by cenditions in the Crowsnest Pass during the
depression period. Anotable exception was the city of Fernie
where a number of large, well constructed homes owned by peo=
ple in service and professional occupations graced an attracte
ive community, but the majority of the employees of the coal
company were not inhabitants of the privately owned residences.
Miners for various aforementioned reasons preferred the com=
pany's houses which they leased. Exteriors of the houses in
the mining communities admittedly were seldom attractive and
usually were dirty and unpainted. This was a consequence of
the airborne coal dust which rendered maintenance of the extere
ior impossible., In sharp contrast however, were the interiors.
Energy which would have been wasted on external beautification
with few exceptions was turned to maintaining immaculate ine-
ternal conditions.

During the "thirties" homes in the Crowsnest communities
generally deteriorated, whether owned by the company or prive
ately. The Corbinvstrlke in 1935 was partly due to neglect
of company-owned houses and the refusal to renovate them.
Residents of Fernie who owned their honpecs were barely able to
meet tax demands and maintenance of properties ceased complet-
ely., Residents of the "Pass™ towns received utilities from
the companies and because the latter were in poor financial
straits, payment of bills was a necessity. Consequently many
of the unemployed ceased using electriclity, refrained from

using baths and a few were forced to completely suspend usage
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of water facllities.l Home owners and leasers were similarly
unable to continue ycarly maintenancegnd properties deteriore
ated rapidly from neglect.

The life of the miner in the "Pass"™ district varied only
slightly between the communities in which he lived. A majority
of the miners employed at Coal Creek Colliery either lived in
the compeny-owned and operated town of Coal Creek, or travelled
on its Morrissey, Fernlie and Michel Eallway from Fernie, the
principal service center in the area. The townsite of Michel=-
Natal, twenty-five miles north of Fernie, and all living quare
ters, stores, hotels and service facllitlies were similarly
owned or leased from the Crow's Nest Pass Cosl Company. BRese
idents of the town of Corbin were in every respect dependent
on the fortunes of the Corbin Coal and Coke Conpanyoz

Most of the miners in the Crowsnest region were employed
underground except at Corbin where the "Bilg Showing™ was mined
by an open pit steam shovel operation. Work at the “fece" as
a full fledged miner engaged less than one-third of the men
enployed.3 The majority of employees were engaged in providing
and meinteining the transportation sys‘cm end in cleaning, size

1411 utilities were rented from, and in spplicable cases,
rents also payed to the company., Sanitation and water cost $1
per month for each house and 50 cents per month for each shack.
For houses with baths an additional $1 per month was charged.
Electriclity per sixteen candle power light cost 50 cents per
month., House rentals were approxlnately slo to 315 por monthe

3 € iti plumbig Min socls al

23ee chape II, ne 1ll.

3canada, “eport of the Royal Commission on Coal, 1946, 1947,

Pe 295
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ing end shipping the coal at the surface.” Working conditions
at the "fpoce"™ were determined by the method of coal extraction
which in turn depended partly on local custom but principally
on underground conditions. The older system of "roomesndepile
lar" mining engaged two or three-men groups working independ-
ently of other teams but who wexre highly dependent on each
other. Pace, efficliency, safety of working practices and earn-
1ngs5 were largely determined by the individuals on the team
whp thus developed a strong sense of independence and self
reliance.

A high degree of teamwork was also essential in the more
modern and highly mechanized longwall mining, but instead of
two or three men, as many as thirty were engaged on each team.
Mechanlization where physical conditions permitted made possible
higher wages® for lighter work but also required substitution
of the old pioneer individualism with a high degree of dis-
cipline; the work of an entire shift could be disrupted by the
absence of a few key men. Mechanized longwall techniques were
utilized more extensively in the Michel colllery than in Coal
Creek where the room-ande-plllar methods prevailed.

Owing to the high outflow of inflammable gas and many
tragic accidents in the mines of the Crowsnest district, safety

practices were extremely important to all miners. The occupate

“Ibid.

S%Within the general wage structure they... determine how
much they earn, for they are paid according to the tonnage
they load out." Ibidc .

rost longwall mining 1s also done on a contract basis.
Ibide:
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ionel hazerd of coal miners was higher than that of any other
occupation of simller size and neture, and more than three
times that of ell Canadian males aged twenty to sixty-four.7
The rate of accidental death emong coal miners in Eritish Col-
umbia wes the highest in Cenada in the years 1931-1941, and
because of the higher outflow of gas in the Crowsnest area
then in other mining districts, accidents were common., Thus
safety procedures were rigldly upheld and became an integral
part of the industry in the districte.

Of the soclal aspects of life in the "Pass", the active
itlies of the East Kootenay Mine Safety Assoclation were under-
teken with an inherent seriousness akin to no other social
organization. <4he basiceally serious nature of the society was
mellowed by the soclal milieu in which its primary esctivity
wae held, Beginning in 1921 annual competitions took place,
originally to deal with accident victims but the aims were
soon equally directed to the more fundamental need for accide
ent prevention.8 It was discovered that the majority of accide
ents in mines was due to inadvertent carelessness and 1t becane
the purpose of mine safety assocliations to mske all mine workers
conscious of the value of safe methods. Each year demonstra=-
tions end competitions were held in first aid epplication,
safety methods and mine rescue work. Most of those taking

part were coal and metalliferous miners although a few were

7;2&.. Pe 2960

85ritish Columbia, Department of Mines, "Mine Safety Assoce
1at10m.' M’ 1932| P. Al91.
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men from quarries and logging cemps. In most of the competit-
ions, 2 number of young people from school age up participated
in 2 junior event which subsequently evelved into the Junior
Mine Safety Competition,?

In 1919 a Board of Examiners for coal mine officiesls wes
established and in the same year certificgtes for exhibiting
competency as coal miners were 2lso introduced and became vire
tual licences for undergrourd mine workers, The miner had to
satisfy the boaxrd as to physical fitness, experlience in mining,
and a general working knowledge of thi English language.l®

Over the years Coal Creek Collliery was most affected by
*bumps* or 'autburee-'.ll During 1931 three serious "bumps"”
occuredi? one of sufficient violence to be felt at Fernie,
nearly six miles from the area. No lives were lost but large
areas of the mine were rendered unworksble for weeks'> and
much of the track was torn up.

Although miners were becoming consecious of many new safe

IThe total teking mert in all competitionms in 1931 was eight
hundred., .

101n 1938, one hundred twenty-three candidates wrote the
examination and one hundred thirteen were successful.
"Board of Examiners,” ibld., pe G22,

113¢e chapes I, ne 11, Holes were often bored in the “face"
which econceivably would allow the gas to be released less
violently.

121n an attempt to gain more information, the Department of
Mines installed a seismograph in the colliery in 1932 which
would provide some warning and record of impending earth move-
ments.

137he expense and hazardous conditions brought on by the
"bump® had a bearing on the decision of the CKNP Coal Co., %o
cease operations at Coal Creek in 1933.
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ety devices and procedures, the inclidence of accidents beyond
human precautionary measures was still very highe In a weeke
end explosion at Michel Colliery in July 1938, three mainten=
ance workers were killed when a lighteninz bolt was conveyed
to a gas pocket at the mine "face"™ by the metal coal car railse.
It was a twist of fate that many more were not killed as a
shift of sixty-eight had worked the explosion area during the
week,1#¥ A few weeks later a cave-in at Coal Creek seriously
injuread a workman in Number One East Mines it preceded a seve
ere "bump" by three weeks which took the lives of three miners
and injured a dozen more who were caught under the falling
roof.l5 The following deseription was given by survivors:
They ([felt as though they] had fallen from a height,
laending heavily on their feet and then [wereé] whirled
about dizzilye. Alles.. suffered grave discom{grt from
suffocation from coal dust-laden atmosphere.

The mine unions, like the mine safety organizations,
were a most important aspect of the coal miner's life. All
company employees were eligible to join and from the members
were selected the officers and committees to meet and discuss
with the companies conditions and welfare of the employees,
The unions in the "Pass"™ had a long history and were an import-
ant aspect of community life.

The mine union as a vital force had been introduced into

the Crowsnest Pass as an instrument to ensure spfe working

l4wThree Killed at Michel," FFP, July 8, 1938, p. 1.
15waceident Fatal to Three," FFP, Sept. 23, 1938, p. 1.
16%Brave Men to the Rescue," FFP, Sept. 30, 1938, p. 1l.
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conditions in the mines after an explosion in 1902 which had
claimed one hundred twentyeeight lives. Organized labour
gradually became an institution in the life of the "Pass"
miner, not only to guarantee a reasonable standard of living,
but also as a collective force to ensure safe working condite
ions in sn extremely hazardous occupation, to ensure older
miners and disabled men of work they could perform which avoided
their being discarded when their usefulness as labourers had
ended, and to obtain special considerations for abnormel condie-
tions under the contract system of mining.

The record of wage adv:nbeient during the first twenty
years of this century paraslleled unprecedented prosperity in
the co=zl 1ndustry.17 Llhe average industrial wage for =ll male
employees in British Columbia was almost six dollars less than
thet of the coal industry in 1920. Decline of the coal markets
during the "twenties™ saw the unions graduzlly lose strength
and by the time of the "Great Depressiony organization had
reverted to small local agreements.

The "Pass" area was organized under the jurisdiction of
the United Mine Workers of Americal® during the first querter
of this century. The U,M.W. entered Western Canada postdating
development of broad coverage bargaining for the coal fields
in the central United 8tateal9 after the turn of the century.

17see Table XXI.

laHereatter referred to as the U, M. W,

198, A. Logan, The History of Trad on 0 10
Canada, Chic., Unlv, of Chic. Press, ng%, De 593.
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At that time mining wes confined to Vancouver Island and the
Crowsnest reglon, centering on Michel and Fernie. The Western
Federation of Miners hed previously attempted organization of
the area but stepped aside for the powerful newcomer in 1903
when the U.,M.W. obtalned a contract with the Crow's Nest Pass
Coal Compeny. In 1906 end 1907 the union expended and signud
contracts with most of the smaller companies along the southern
route of the Canadien Pacific Rallway. As a consequence of
this expansiony the mine owners formed themselves into the
Western Coal Operators Assocliation and signed a joint collecte
lve agreement with the U,M.W. in 1907, the first of its type
in Canadas The first major strike in the "Pass™ occurred in
1911 when a sympathy stonpage as a result of an unsucecessful
attempt by the U.M.W, to organize the Cumberland and Ladysmith
locals on Vancouver Island deteriorated into one of the longest,
most bitter and expensive strikes in Canadian hlatory.zo

During 1918 the miners of Distriet 182! staged a strike
in a dispute over the introduction of a compulsory eightehour
day in the mines. In the midst of the local strike the newly
formed One Big Union>2 called a general strike in Winnipeg, and
the resultant publicity and show of strength gained the new

union considerable sympathy among the strikers in Western

207n1s strike caused Canedian Pacific to turn to the Pen=
nsylvania coal fields to provide the Trall smelter and led
to the termination of coal orders from the CNP Coal Co.

Innis, Sott;gmgng m E!;e matlﬁz:’. Pe 285.

21pistriet 18 included the Vancouver Islend, Crowsnest Pass,
Southern Alberta and Southern Saskatchewan locals of the UMW.

22Hereafter referred to as the 0.B.U,
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Canada. Consequently, many miners Jjolned the 0,B.U. and pre-
cipitated a schism in the U.NM.W:. What began as a local com=
pany dispute became a Jurisdictional battle, and when the Wine
nipeg General Strike collapsed in the summer of 1919, the
struggle continued in the mines of the Crowsnest Pass. Virte
ually every employee of the Crow's Nest Pass Coal Company not
engaged in management was strikebound,meking it the most ef-
fective stoppage ever called in the "Pass", In 1920 the mines
were closed agaln for several weeks, and two years later the
remnants of the 0.B.U. movement staged another stoppage. The
"Pass" mines appeared to be destined to work stoppages every
time the contract between the union and the operators explrod.23

In 1924, the disrupting influence of frequent strikes
combined with a lack of coal markets caused a serious shutdown
at the Coal Creek Colliery. In the spring on expiry of the
previous agreement, employers sought major reductions in wasges,
similar to the demands thwarted by the successful strike of
1922 and negotiations throughout 1923. Desplite John L. Lewis'
controverslial slogan, "no backward step',za adopted by the
UsMeWe in face of the general recession during the "twenties",

the union was forced to yleld because of a depleted treasury.25

23Between 1902 and 1924, only the years 1904-1905, 1908, 1910,
1913«1915, 1918, 1920-1921, and 1923 were free from strikes.

Hughes, 0Op. c;t.. Pe e
2bLogan, ops oites Pe 197.

25Employers initially insisted on a reduction of fifty percent
but yielded to an overall reduction of twelve and one«half
percent. British Columbia, Department of Labour, ARML, 1924,
1925’ Pe G‘*OO
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Employers were not satisfied with the agreement and slthough
the lMichel Colliery was opened, Coal Creek remained closed
throughout a seven morxith work periocd. Not until the minasrs
broke ith the U.M.W. and made an agreement for another wage

reductlon26

through a newly formed local orgasnization was a
settlement reached.

Closure of the Cosl Creek Colliery and fallure of the
union to provide sufficient funds for the striking miners
brought to the surface a disturbing problem which grew =2xceed=
ingly worse as the decade progressed. Many of the striking
miners were advised to seek employment clsewhere because of
an expected reduction in production when the strike ended, and
"arrangements were made by the provincisl goverrment to put
rellef work in hand in order to cope with the... situation."27?

Failure to ad just to rapidly changing conditions in the
industry signified the end of the U.,M.W. as an influence in
the Western Canadien coal filelds and left a void which was
filled by 2 new union comprised of fragments of the tradite
ional industrial unions. The Mine Worker's Union of Canadaza
would never attain a following of the magnitude that the U.,M.VW.
had commsnded nor effectively improve conditions for the worke
ers in the Crowsnest district., Suspected initially of comnecte
ions with the communist movement in the American coalfields,

the redicsl tendency -of its program caused unessiness omong
workers and near panic in management cirecles, The new union

261t was for fifteen percenmt. Ibid.
271b34.

zeHeruarter referred to as the MeW.U,Cs
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partially quelled detractors in the late "twenties™ when a
more distinetly Canadian form was espoused, and affiliation
was made with the All-Canadian Congress of Lasbour soon after
1ts organizetion, but in 1931 it reverted to ties with the
Worker's Unity League, the general representative in Canada
of the Red International of labour unions. The League used
the method of working within established unions or organized
industries where no unions previously existeds "the organize
ation of the unorganized must be the main and central task of
the Worker's Unity League of Cansda,"29

In the "Pass", the union locals at Fernie and Michel
were organized separately under the BEritish Columbia Miner's
Association® after the break with the UsM.We in 1925.. Prese
sure was applied periodically on the locel bodies to realign
with an internationsl uniony particularly after 1929 when the
MeWsUsCe beceme entrenched in Colemen and Corbine, With agree-
ments due to terminaste in 1930, the representatives of the
local unions in the "Pass" met in Celeman in an unsuccessful
attempt to agree on a contract that would encompass the dise
tricts A vote in Michel and Fernie in September 1931 to join
the MeWeU.Cs which was negated after charges of stuffed ballot
boxes were lald, the news of tha tragic Estevan strike called
immedliately after affiliation with the M.VW.U.C. was made, and
the threatened refusal of local employers to negotiate with

298ritish Columbia, Department of Lebour, op. cite, 1936,
De K670

Nrogan, loec, cit. Hereafter referred to as the BCMA.
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the new union, combined to influence miners to vote down the
affiliation at a general meeting.31

Aglitation eased in Coal Creek after repudiation of the
MeWeUsCoe but 1t increased in many other centers in the Crows-
neste A strike was called in Coleman in March 1932, snd an
attempt wes made to extend the stoppage throughout the district
with optimistic hopes by the union leaders thst workers ascross
the country would stage a general strike in support of the mine
ers.32 The newly organized union was short of strike funds
which led to rejection of the stoppage by a number of destitute
miners and near riots between the disagreeing factions.33 The
five-month strike was eventually broken with the aid of a cone-
tingent of ReCoeMePe offlcers and the mines reopened on the
basis of the previous agreement with the exception that known
radicals would not be rehired.> Several leaders were jailed
which hastened the rapidly widening split between moderste and
redical unionists,J> and the determination of the radicels
hardened in the face of reactionary organizations formed to

3lin a referendum in 1929 requiring 2 two-thirds majority,
334 voted in favour of Joining the MWUC, 259 against, out of
a total of 1,350 eligible. "Vote Against New Union,"™ FFP,
July 5. 1929’ Pe u’o

32wpass Miners on Strike," FFP, Mar. 25, 1932, p. 1 and
"Bellevue Men Strike.' m. Ap. 3, 1932’ Pe le

33wgtrike Trouble at Bellevue," FFP, May 6, 1932, p. 1 and
"The Coleman Mine Trouble," FFP, May 20, 1932, pe. 1l.

3H4wRadicels Admit Defeat," FFP, May 27, 1932, p. l.
35wp11eged 'Reds' Beat Up Moderates at Blairnoro,:-igg,
FFFP,

July 15, 1932, pe 4 and "Trouble Makers on Trial,"”
Octes 10, 1932, pe 1.
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halt the extremist trends by foroa.36

There was sound basis for advocates of the existing
system to be alarmed. The most flagrant example was the town
of Bleirmore which elected a communist city council and school
board, renamed their main street "Tim Buck Boulevard'.37 cele~
brated May Day and November 7, the anniversary of the Russian
Revolution, as the sole school holidays, and actively organized
and supported Young Communist Clubs among the youth of the
community.38

The next community in the Crowsnest Pass to experience a
work stoppage and break with -the existing union largely at the
instigation of the M.W.eU.Ce was Mlchel-Natal, The M.W.U,C.
gained coasiderably more influence in lMichel than in Coal Creek
because of the latter's fear of antagonizing a management syme-
pathetic to the idea of ceasing operations completely. By 193%
the radical union leaders had succeeded in attractinz a portion
of miners away from the BeCielMeAs A strike was called in May
based on the demands that employees collect their own dues,’?
all work avallable be divided with unemployed miners who had

been suspended, and working conditions be improved. A majority

36uk1u Klux Klen," FFP, Sept. 30, 1932, p. 8.

375 large boulevard with rockeries and lighted with a huge
neon sign reading "Tim Buck Boulevard" was constructed in 1934
and eventually was dismantled when the communist city council
was defeated in 1937. "Tim Buek Boulevard, Famed 3treet in
Elairmore will soon be lMemory," FFP, Sept. 17, 1937, p. 1l.

38wrhe Government at Blalrmore," FFP, Feb. 22, 1935, p. U,
39Management deducted dues from wages in the "check-off"

system and consequently only acceptable organizations rec-
eived the funds.
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of the miners felled to support the M.W.U.C. 2nd a return to
work was successfully agreed upon without incident under terms
of the old contract.¥® The relatively tranquil settlement of
the Michel strike was ominous in the face of forthcoming events,

Typical of the labour unrest during the "thirties" was
the 1935 strike which spelled the end of a "Pass®™ community.
The town of Corbin,near the interprovincial boundary and foure
teen miles up a mountain pass from the main rail and highway
arterles, had been founded by D. C. Corbin of Spokane, a raile-
way magnate and finencier, in 1908, Corbin grew as a coal come
pany tovmj houses, stores, school, hospital, transportation
services and utilitiesul were exclusively company-owned.
Houses were built in the traditional mining town pattern with
elther a standard one or two storey frame and the stores were
leased to the operator.42 One doctor was retained ang provided
with lodging by the company to serve the miners who entered
into agreements on a monthly basisj payments were deducted from
their wages and trensferred to the physician.

Although the community wes completely dominated by com-

40pritish Columbia, Depertment of Labour, -
Pe L69 and "Michel Miners Return to Work," s June 1, 3,
Pe le

ulAll utilities were reasonsble compared to other "Pass"™
towns. Between 1931 and 1934, water was $1.50 per month, and
electric lights 50 cents per month per forty watt bulb. Use
of the compsny wash house cost each miner $1 per month and
garbage disposal was provided for 50 cents per monthe.

”zThorc was no evidence of price-~fixing. Personal intere
view with lMrs. P. Barstelli, resident of Corbin from 1911 to
the present tinme,
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pany policy, conditions were generally good¥3 end employment
was relatively higher than in other areas of the "Pass"™ during
the depression until 1935, due to a constant market for the
particular type of stesm coal mined in the arca. 't Corbin
miners had been less affected by the general retrenchment of
wages in the late "twenties™; the isolation of the town and
higher cost of living because of poor transportation facilite
les necessitated higher compensatory wagoa.us

Few employees were actively coﬁplaintive until 1933 when
a combination of factors led to a strike which drew attention
to several seeming abuses. In that year, a steam shovel was
introduced in the open-pit mine which replaced a number of men.
A level was sealed off due to an uncontrcllable fire and another
ruled as unprofitable at depression ratese The problems wsre
given voice by an extremely vocal Mine Worker's Union of Cane-

ada.*6 The leading volces of the M.W.U.C. visited Corbin and

431n 1929 at the time of the opening of a rosd into the town,
Corbin boasted fifty cars. "Corbin Road Open Saturday," E&g,
Auge 9, 1929, pe le By 1935 there werc one hundred ten, valued
at $130,000 and although no figures are available to compare
other minlng towns, the community was relatively quite prosper=
ous. "Corbin Situation," FFP, Ap. 26,1935, ps 8. Wages ranged
from a2 minimum $4,50 per day undorgrounﬂ to 2 maximum $6,
excopt for contract miners who were known %o earn $10 pcr daye.

t : - i

bliThe coal at Corbin was good quality stesm coel, close to
the surface so that large steam shovels could be used together

with other coal-cutting machinery. Hughes, op. eit., p. 91,
u5Er1tish Columbia, Department of Labour, "Coszl Miners -

Corbin," ope cit., 1934, p. Lé4.

461ne 1WUC was joined in 1929, “Red Element Meets Defeat,"
m, Mar. 18. 1932. Pe 1.
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the surrounding districts and urged a militant stend on all
demands, sollcited funds from other mining communities, and
generally agitated against the existing system. ¥r. Uphill,
Hel.eAe and member of the Independent Labour Party supported
the striker-.“7 urging thst the miners refrain from violence.
The disturbence was quelled when the company agreed to carry
on development and maintenance which required miners at
underground levoln.h8

Later in 1933 two underground levels were closed for a
veriod of thirty days. During the pericdic lay-offs due to
lack of demand throughout the year, the company's treatment of
the exployees was falr and payment of housing, water, light
and coal bills was not rigidly enforced.’? In 193% the com=
pany attempted to enact a wage reduction of four percent but
was thwarted by a one-dey work stoppls.o5° Recurring rumours
that operations were to be concentrated at the “Big 8hou1ng'51
and that lay-offs were imminent circulated through the small
community and maintained a dengerou= emotional pitch,

ihe situation reached a climex in Jamuary 1935, when a

52

minor dispute” developed into a2 major disagreement based on

479Coel Miners, Corbin," FFR, Jens 20, 1935, pe 1.

4€.Corbin Trouble Adjusted,” FFE, Auge 25, 1933, Pe l.

494 Two Coel Hines et Corbin Close," FFP, July 21, 1933, p. 1.
5°British Columbia, Department of Labour, loé, cit,

515 term used for the open=pit operation,

52The reason given wess fallure to remain on the job until

the end of the shift, although the viectim countercharged
disceriminetion in that five other men h:d accompanied him.
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demands for improved housing and working conditions>3 and the
resulting stoppage forced Canadian Pacific to cancel orders
constituting sixty percent of the total production.su lhe
cancellation caused management to lose all confidence in an
economicelly feasible settlement and to terminate negotiations.
Sporadic working of the "Blg Showing"” vas allowed throughout
the winter to supply schools and homes but with the announcee
ment in March that the company would begin full-scale operate
lons to fill outstanding coal orders, the union took a militant
stande When electricity was withheld from the workers' homes55
and Provinclial Police were successfully recruited for protecte-
lon of strike breskers, the stage was set for a major confronte
ations The presence of seventyeceven Provincial Pollco56 and
approximately four hundred ninort57 walking from Blairmore in
ald of the miners prepared the climete for strife. A riot

53British Columbia, Department of the Attorney-General,
"Report of the Constable of Corbin Detachment of British Colum=
bla Provincial Police to the Attorney-General's Department,”
Correspondence, Jan. 26, 1935,

5u2r1tlsh Columbia, Department of Labour, op. cit 1 ’
Pe X63

55Br1tlsh Columbia, Department of the Attorney-General,
"Corbin sStrike, Letter from the Constable of Corbin Detachment
of British Columbia Provincial Police to the Commissioner,¥
Correspondence, Mar, 25, 1935.

56pritish Columbla, Department of the Attorney-General,
"Radiogram to the Commissioner from the Officer in Charge
of 'B? DlVl!lon.' lblgog Ap. 20, 1935.

57A May 1 celebration in Blailrmore was proposed to organize
a march of 5,000 persons to ald the Corbin miners. British
COl\mbia’ Departnent of Labour, o cit 4 3 DPe K65. A
total of 1,700 marchers were prepared to e from Calgary and
400 Blalrmore miners were stopped by police at the interprove
incial boundary. “Corbin Situation," FFP, Ap. 26, 1935, p. 8.



ensued’® in which one strike breeker wes killed and over forty

people 1n3ured;59 twenty-two miners were convicted with sene
tences ranging up to six months! lmprisonment.6o Mining oper-
etions permenently ceased and rellef was refused to former
residents®l when they sttempted to establish residence in other
communities in the "Pass"., A number were transported to Vane
couver, Nanaimo and New Westminster by boxecar at the exnense of
the province®2 and the remainder deserted the stagnent commune
ity to filter into other industries throughout the districte.

Labour unrest declined considerably in the "Pass" after

58The following account is given by an officer of the British
Columbia Provincisl Police: "...as far as I can ascertain and
from our own observation I don't think that the driver of the
tractor was hit until the crowd wes practically dispersed. The
trector stopped about five or six yards before getting to the
crowd, lowered the blade close to the ground so as no person
could get under it then proceeded toward the crowd. I tried to
get the crowd to allow the tractor to pass but they refused.
When the tractor was within two ysrds of Them the crowd made a
rush, attacked the men on the tractor as well as thirty of our
men. Yomen threw pepper in their eyes and the men used clubs
end rocks. I consider if the traetor had stopped that all of
them would have been ummereifully beaten to death and thelir
only salvation was to get away from the crowd as soon as pose-
gsible. The tractor was only travelling about three=quarter
miles per hour, being in low gear at the timessee. A3 far as I
car make out the driver was struck by a rock, stunned and mome
entarily floored just as the crowd was dispersing, but all the
others were badly beaten up when the rush was made on the trac=
tor." British Columbia, Department of the Attorney=-General,
"Report of the Officer in Charge of 'B' Division to the Attore
ney-Genersl's Department," Correspondence, Ap. 24, 1935.

59Many of the injured were women., It was suggested with
sound basis by police officers that women were placed in the
forefront of picket lines, a tactic used in previous strikes
at Blairmore and Estevan. Ibid.

60ugorbin Situation,® FFR, Ape 26, 1935, Ds 8.

6lucorbin Men in Need," FFP, Sept. 11, 1936, pe 1.

62nL0cal and General," FFP, Sept. 18, 1936, Ds 5e
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the Corbin strike and in 1936 the miners returned to the
UeMeWe 3 marking the end of the violent obstructionism chare
acteristic of the MeWeUeCe's reign. A stoppage for recognite
ion of the U,MsWe and improvements in wages and working cond=-
itions was amicably settled in 1937 with favoursble grants to
the nlners.63 REeturn to an international union and attendant
vast financial resources indirectly intimidated the company
and an early agreement was reached.éu

Another strike by the UsM.We in 1938 served to extract
general wage increases ranging from seven to ten percent. The
short stoppage and pay increase indicated a marked economie
improvement in the coal industry and a return te a high degree
of union solidarity.®5 A significent clause in light of ensu-
ing events would terminate the contract in the event of a
nptional emergency.

Emphasis on the M.WaUsCoe as the "villain" is most often
suggested as the basis of much of the trouble during the early
"thirties" in the Crowsnest Pass and evidence supports this
interpretation, However the years of major work stoppages also
coincide with a period in which the economy of the district wes
most unhealthy and workers were the chief sufferers of the mal-

ady. Crowsnest miners' frustration and disillusiomment was

63pay increases were from fifty to seventy cents per day with
an average lncrease of twenty-five cents per eight-hour shift
end union recognition. "CIO Union Recognized," Dally Prov.,
Ape 21, 1937, Pe le

“;Anrt Fernie Mining Strike," Daily Prove, Ap. 13, 1937,
Pe 14,

65'l{1mrs Get Increase," FFP, Dec. 16’ 1938’ Pe 8.
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typified in the Corbin strike. The discontent experlenced
during the "thirties" under the leadership of the M.W.U.C.
would have been equally disruptive to the status jquo regarde
less of the label attached to the union orgenizatlion and other
volces disapproving of conditions in the mining camps would
have been branded llikewise as communistiec and treasonous.

Although the issues with which the miners of the Crowse
nest were concerned varied considerably over the decede, a
number of complaints repeatedly appeared. During the entire
twg\gggggfs q/;gr_thamriz§;~yorld War, the unions were fight-

e ————————

ing a “hold the line® policy in faca or a gonoral ccononic

recesslon ‘but partioularly of a declinlng coal industry
Failu:e to adjust to changing ecanomlc conditions and contine
uation of unreslistic demands led to large-scale lay-offs and
embittered the miners toward tﬁé fradltional lndustiialnuniona
which refused to organize the unemployed who were principal;y
former miners. The avowed communist unions thus gained con-
siderable influence among an element of soclety who could see
no other sincere expression of concern for their plight,
Although the mine unions were believed to be integral to
the livelihood of Crowsnest Pass miners prior to the "thirties",
thelr strength at various times during the depression was none
existent, Wage levels were undoubtedly rsised to a relatively
high state in the late "twenties" and they were unrealistic
when recessions in coal markets occured. Union organizatlons
were unbending in their meintenance of exlsting wage levels.

Instead of wages undergoing a relative decline in slaeck times,

e few miners were retained on contract, working long hours
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and earning high wages to fill cosl orders while large numbers
were lald off, It was a characteristic of the depression in
Canada that wages were malntained for a few while the vastly
reduced markets were compensated for by the dismissal of the
surplus labour. Consequently as the standard of living declined
during the "thirties" due to large-scale economic retrenchments
and unemployment, the few who were =till employed experienced
comparatively easler livins conditions,

Coel mining as a way of life underwent a marked transite
ion by the end of the depression, Skilled workers were unwile
ling to venture to employment in mines of alternative areas
whose future was cloudy, and thelr msrked lack of confidence
displayed throughout the depression wes partly due to the lack
of oprortunity to utilize theilr only highly developed skills,
The self-gsteem of individuels skilled in the trade gredually
lessened as the reputation of the cousl miner went from a res-
pected occupation with higzh remunerstion and integral wvalue
to soclety to & state where the industry was considered by
most individuals by the late "thirties"™ to be a livelihood,
parasitic in nature, that would disappear without public support.



CHAPTER VI
INSTITUTIONS IN THE REGION

The unique character of the Crowsnest Pass communities
was principally attributed to the nature of their livelihood.
The coal mining industry and its partieular companies exerted
no less an influence on the growth of the institutions of
church, hospital and school. Dependence was basic because
fecilitles and property were owned by the company in all come
munities except Fernie. Financial fortunes hinged on the econe
omic prosperity of the company and indirectly it influenced the
policies of the institutions. Similarly the institutions in
the "Pags" reflected the community's needs end aspirations and
in this way developed particular peculiarities.

Several ecclesiastical bodies entered the Crowsnest Pass
district at the beginning of the rallway period and, as in all
ploneer communities, they went through difficult times provide
ing for the spiritual welfare of the residents. BRoman Cathe
olic, Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian and Baptist churches
end the Salvation Army were all founded in Fernie before 1900.
Although miners were not known for their piety,l the religious
institutions became an integral element in the sociel 1ife of
the communities. Responsibility for forging a strong link

1Forn1e was described by an early cleric as the "Sodom of
the West", FHA, ODs Cltey Pe 73s

=96
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between church and community ley with men of the stature of

the Reverend Hugh Grant. His Tuesday evening gatherings which
were attended by individusals from 21l denominastions, and his
colourful background as the son of a logger who had "shantied"?
along the Ottawa Valley, brought the people into close commune
ication with the church and 1ts teachings.

During the years of comparative prosperity prior to the
decade of the "twenties", the policlies of churches largely
reflected the viewpolints of the community leaders who were
inclined to look with disdain on persons without work in a
land of opportunity. After the recession of 1920 many Canade
ians were unemployed and because government provisions for rele
ief were inadequate, the burden for thelr welfare fell on the
shoulders of charitable institutions. In the early years of
the "Great Depression" the expanding indigent populstion soon
impressed the churches with the necessity for greater involves
ment in the relief of the unemployed. Accompanyins the reale
ization that the swelling numbers of destitute citizens were
not responsible for thelr personzl plight was an increasingly
eritical attitude by the church toward the economic system.

At the Synod of the Dioecese of Kootenay in 1931, government

relief cemps were advocated which would be "purely... instite-
utionfs| for relief -gainst distress, and that only the very
lowest wages, if any, be paid in addition to the rellefseee™

2) term for a Canadien lumberman's shack used to connote
hastily built shacks and the transient nature of early logging.

J8ritish Columbia, Department of the Attorney-General, "Rese
olution Adopted by the Synod of the Diocese of Kootenay in Ses=-
sion at Vernon, May 28, 1931," Attorney-General's Papers,
art. 170.
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Later in the decade the churches began to realize the
real despair of the indigents and urged that the dominion gove
ernment "give due consideration to some form of unemployment

insurance, framed in such fashion as to place the burden
of financial stress upon soclety as a whole rather than
upon the shoulders of a comparative few.'

A few institutions took a very radicel stand: "We believe
that the competitive system must be transformed into a
co=operative oney, and that production and di=stribution,
together with the whole fiscal system, must be controlled
in the interest of human need rather than for private
profit.”

The national moderator of a Canadian church asserted the
position of his religious organization while visiting Fernie
in 1934, illustrating clearly the very far-reaching change of
thinking which some of the religious bodies had experienced.

The churche..s must stand for a greater o0ld sge pension
and an earlier period to recelive it... for contributory

unemployment insurance... for a minimum wage and the
enforcement of the lawses [and] that it is made impossible
for anyomj go work for = mere pittance, [t'o:f’ starvat-
Ol WagCSes e

However this was not to say that all religious bodies in the

Crowsnest Pass were turning to a more humenistic view of 1life.

Some still maintained that the nation's i1lls would be eased by

2 "back to the Bible® movements "the outstanding need of the

hour is that of & great religious revival'.6

In 24dition to broed philosophical stands on indirect

¥British Columbia, Department of the Attorney-General,
"Resolutions of the British Columbia Conference of the United
Church of Canada, May 13-19, 1931,"% ibid., art. 155.

5vDr, He Grant's Message," FFR, July 27, 1934, p. 8,

éuCchurch's Moves to Relleve Depression," FFP, Jan. 30, 1931,
Pe 1le



99

alleviation of the depression, the churches took an active
interest in direct immediate assistance to people in need,
Facllities were provided for recreation and for social intere
course.7 Beading materials and clothes were collected and
sent to the dostitute.8 funds were raised to provide basic

sustenance for the 1ndlgent,9

and equipment was donated to
hospitals and schools.10

In addition to providlng charities, recreational facile
itles and caring for the baslo sp;p;tual and inspirational
needs or their parishion.rs, one raligioua body also provided

e

a vital community service 1n tho torm of an educatlonal instlite

AR e e e

ut}pn. An eight;rﬁon school end auditorium was established by
the Homen Catholic church in 1929 and elthough it was vital to
the educational needs of the community, a difficult and largely
unsuccessful struggle was carried on to obtain funds throughout
the "thirties". In 1933 the Holy Family School announced that
it would close should the municipality refuse its demand for a
per capita grant and for the removal of taxes levied by the
municipality on the school and 1ts grounds. The school rec=-
eived no tax monies and was supported by persons who also pald
taxes for public schools, although approximately $10,000 would
be required annually from the terpayers of the distriet to

79Catholics Plan Hall at Natal," FFP, Mar. 11, 1938, p. 1.
8vCommunication," FFP, Nov. 18, 1938, p. 4.

9"Local and Genmeral," FFP, Decs 29, 1938, pPs 5.

10%United Church Meeting," FFP, Feb. 4, 1938, p. 1.
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replace i1t.ll Its contimued existence saved Fernie from a
serious educational crisis as the numbers of students remaining
in school increased greatly during the "thirties",

Although the populetion of the "Pass" towns steadily
decreased after 1920, the remaining families were more stable
and settled then earlier inhablitants. Meny residents brought
thelr wives and children from Eastern Canada or Europe and new
immigrants brought their families resulting in en increased
number of school age children to occonodute.lg By 1922 enrolle
ment at Fernie Central School necessitated implementation of a
double shift system, which solved overcrowding of classrooms
but resulted in an overworked and undermanned teaching staff.
The situation was eased when the provineciasl govermment decided
to amend the Public Schools Act limiting a class to thirty-
five pup11n13 and by the addition of a four-room extension to
Fernie Centrel School. Overcrowding was further alleviated in
1929 by the construction of the Holy Family School in Fernie
and a twelve-room stone school in Michel=Natal.

The new facilities kept pace with normal student attend-
ance until the mid-depression era when an inereasing number of
young people, who in earlier years would have sought employ-

ment at fourteen or fifteen, remained to complete high school.

llucity Council Meeting," FFP, Febe 19, 1932, pPs 1.

12Fernie Central School was the largest in the "Pass" with
approximately seven hundred students. There were schools in
Michel=Natel, and one and two room buildings at Elko, Morrissey,
Coal gfoek, Hosmer, Corbin and Crowsnest. Denholm, op. cit.,
Ppe 96«97,

13wschool Board Meeting," FFP, Febe 15, 1929, pe le
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The provinclal government amended the Public Schools Act and
the compulsory starting age was changed from seven to six.lh
The resultant strain on existing fescilities led to constructe
ion of a four-year Jjunior high school in Fernie in 1936,
Improvement in the volume of tax collections and other munice-
ipal revenues enabled the construction of a new technical
school in 193715 which provided adequate facilities for the
duration of the decade. Consolidation of school faclilitles
during the "twenties" and "thirties"™ took place in Fernle and
MicheleNatal principally 2s the result of the decline of the
smaller towns and the consequent movement of the heads of fame
ilies to more stable employment. Secondly, the trend to
greater centralization of school facilities was initiated by
the desire to reduce costs and was rendered possible by ime
proved transportation services.

The teaching staff in the schools of the Crowsnest Pass
were victims of the austere financial policles during the
depression. In addition to the doubling of classroom loadsl®
séne of the most drastic salary cuts felt by =2ny loecality in
British Columbia took place.in the "Pass".l7 Along with a fif=
teen percent forced salary reduction the teachers in Fernie and
Michel=Natal acquiesced when asked to voluntarily comtribute

1“The starting age changed in 1936, "Compulsory School Age
Changed from Seven to Six im B. C.," FFP, Ap. 17, 1936, p. 1.

15#pernie City Finances," FFP, Jan. 22, 1937, p. le
16'30h°01 HOtCB.' m. Sept. “’ 1931. Pe 8.
17ul0cal end Genmeral," FFP, Jume 17, 1932, p. 5.
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another ten porconela to the municipsality in aid qr the unem-
ployeds1? By 1933 ratepayers in ichel=Natal hed reduced the
salary ocuts from twenty-five to seventeen and one-helf percent.Z0

Children of the unemployed constituted a serious problem
for the school administratorse Farly in the decade a plan for
providing textbooks for th: indigent children was sdopted and
was sugmented later by prrovisions for clothing and optical
eids.?l In 1933 the president of the Crow's Nest Pass Coal
Company began & fund to provide shoes for children of the des-
titute which prompted the provinelal govermment to promise
that all indigent children would have elothing and school sup=-
pnes.22 The indigent status of meny parents and the inabllity
of school boards to raise sufficient tax monies rendered prove
ision of textbooks impossibdle, obliging puplls to copy necessary
notes and information from them.2>

Despite the hardships school children endured durins the
depression, a number of asnmual social highlights brightened
their outlook, Interschool athletic competitions throughout
the "Pass" were common and Fernmie High School compoted athlete
ically and academically ageinst other British Columbia towns

—

18uci1ty Council Meeting," FFE, Octs 7, 1932, Pe 1.
191bides Hove 4, 1932,

20ugono0l Notes," FFP, Nove 17, 1933, Pe 5e
2lugonool Board Meeting," FFE, Sept. 29, 1933, pPe le

2Zugovernment to Buy Shoes for Fernie Tots," Dally Prove,
Septe 6y 1933, Pe 1o

23u5chool Boerd Meeting,® FFE, Sept. 29, 1933, ps 1.
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and across the interprovincial and international boundariea.z“
One such highlight was the annual debate against Kalispell
High 3chool at which questions of contemporary importance were
deliberateds A typical example pertinent to the time was the
topic of 1938: "Resolved that the United States should maine
tain its present policy -of isolation in international affairs",
Academically the difficult times did not appear to harm the
achlevement of the district's high school which rated near the
top in the province, particularly in the sciences, 25

Whereas school facllitlies were overcrowded on the eve of
the "Great Depression", hospital bulldings and equipment were
in a reletively good state. An extension completed to the
Fernie General Hospltal afforded the city and surrounding dise
triet adequate accomodation and modern equlpnent.26 A small
company-owned clinic and one doctor in the community of Corbin,
and a similer building in Michel-Natal served the needs of the
citizens although a larger and better equippred faclility was
built in 1936, 27

2bwrocel end General," FFP, Nov. 18, 1938, p. 8.

25In 1931, Fernie High School attained the highest collective
grade twelve average in the province in algebra end chemistry
and the second highest in geometry. Ibid., Aug. 28, 1931, De 5.

26, new kitchen, operating, snsesthetic, dining and isolation
rooms, and six sdditionel beds were provided along with the
latest equipment., "Hospital Extension,® FFP, Aug. 16, 1929,

Pe 1. ' :

27previous to 1925 the doctors of Fernle owned all equipment
and bulldings, and provided services through an agreement with
the miners' union, similar to that in operation in Michel=Natal
and Corbin throughout the depression., The provincial and mune
icipal governments each provided a third of the totel $15,000
outlay for the institution. "“Local and General," FFP, Nov. 13,

1936, De Se
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In 1925, the Fernie Hosnltal Board hsd been formed to
take over the administration of the community's medical needs
and facilities from the doctors who had previously operated
under an esgreement with the Crow's Nest Pass Coal Company and
the miners' union.28 The hospital operated on the basis of a
local agreement whereby miners paid a fixed yearly sum?? to
insure themselves and thelr dependents, Patients from the
municipality not employed by the Company were required to pay
seventy cents per day3? and in a 1932 agreement, 2ll residents
were given the opvortunity of Joining the insurance scheme.31
Membershlp carried free publiec ward accomodation, access to
operating room facllities and ordinary medicines, while an
extra charge for a private room end one«half the usual fee for
Xerays were levied. The Fernie Hospital Board fulfilled social
end cheritable fun tions as well as administrative ones, and
instances of campesigns to ald seriously 111 members of the

insurance scheme were conmon.32 The adequate locsl hospital

281n 1930 an sgreement fixed a sum of £27.50 a year for each
miner and his family, guaranteeing full medical attention and
hospitel facilities. Hospitals in Michel-Natal and Corbin had
like agreements., "Interesting Meeting," FFP, May 16, 1930, p. l.

291p14.
30mcity Council Meeting," FFP, July 17, 1931, p. 1.

31An energetic campaign was waged to include all residents in
the scheme at an annual expenditure of %10 per person. "Hospe
itel Fees Now Due," FFP, July 29, 1932, pe 1 and "Mayor Douglas
at Nel!on'. F P’ Septe. 15. 1933. Pe l.

325 notable exsmple saw the MicheleNatal Medical Committee
hold a dance to raises funds to permit 2 member's wife a six
months' recuperative period in a dry climate after a serious
lung disesse, "Local and General," FFP, Ap., 1, 1938, p. 5.
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scheme was the principal reason for the rcpudliation of Premier
Pattullo's proposal for a universal insurance plen in 1937.33
The hospitels in the distriet experienced grave economie

problems throughout the decade due to the large number of
indigents requiring care. Although govermments spent large
sums to support the institutions in the district, wage reduct-
ions were necessary, and when requested to accept a twenty-five
percent reduction in 1932, the staff agroedﬁh In the spring of
1933, Fernie doctors approached City Council with requests for
protection of accounts by the unemployed whom they estimated
were leaving unpaid bills totalling three hundred dollars per
monthe 32 The city in turn approached the federal government
as part of a delegation from the Canadian Medical Association.
ihey were met by Prime Minister Bennett's reply thet the admine
istration of sdditionsl assistance to the destitute lay within
the jurisdictlon of the province,36

Z;ilntegral to the dilemma faced by the municipal hospitals
in the province and particularly in the Crowsnest Pass, was the
logs of revenue from the sale of liguor which in the past hed
been turned over to the municipalities, The onset-of prohibition
and the consequent drastie deeline in liguor sales considerably

reduced municipal revenues while the provincial government

334 pletiscite on Premier Pattullo's proposed hospital insure
ance scheme wes rejected by Fernie residents who voted 1,672
against to 1,087 in favour. "Plebiscite LKesults," FFP,

July 2, 1937, pe 1. Also see chap, IV, n, 30.

Mupospital Needs Your Support,® FFP, Jan. 9, 1934, p. 1.
35%city Council Meeting," FFP, Mar. 17, 1933, ». 1.

36upedical Ald for Unemployeds” FEF, Octe 135 1933, De ke
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provided no counterbalancing compensation.

Fallure of the provinclial authorities to aid hospltals °
in the depths of the depression thrust the burden of providing
additional revenue into the hands of private citizens and chare
itable organizations, #esidents of the city and surrounding
district donated preserves, fresh vegetables, clothing, large
quantities of coal, butter, 0533.37 oarpeta38 and an operating
table.3? A local hospital sweepstake was organized in contra=-
vention of provincial regulations,*0 and the twenty-five year
old ambulance was replaced by public subscription in the mide
depression yoars.“l Largely as a consequence of the energy of
Fernle and district citizens in organizing sports days, fund
drives and collecting staple donations.“z the FPernie General
Hospltal encountered less financial difficulty as the decade
progressed.

The effect of_Egg}dcprotaion on the institutions of the

dl“ﬂg,t__m“@muanngn,ql_sgeim#?ix_"_cact with individual
citizens. Churches were forced to meke a genuine effort to

understand the trauma and provide some form q{mrollef for the

e ————————

indigent, Educational facllities matured during the "thirties®

37wHospital Shower," FFP, Nove 18, 1938, p. 4, "Local and
General," FFP, Nove 11, 1937, Pe 5 and ibid., Ap. 22, 1938,

38Ibid., Auge 28, 1936, pe l.

391p1d., Dece 27, 1935.

401pia,, May 25, 1934, De Se

41;2;5,, Nov. 18, 1938,

¥2wLabour Day for Hospital," FFP, Auge 2, 1935, pe le
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as many destitute who were confused by the complexities of the
depression attempted to learn more about the world or influen-
ced their children to acquire optimum knowledge. Hosp;tals
which had been a barely adequate service doninatod by the oon~

i Al i i

panies came undor public oontrol and 1n splto or the pressures

B PP S ——

and hardshipa of the 'thirtios'. grew into a stable oomnunity

USSP —— ————— i

servlqo.



CHAPTER VII
POLITICS IN THE “PASsS"

The most striking feature of the political activity in
the Crowsnest Pass was an early and falthful adherence to soc=-
ialist theory. This left-wing tendency was exemplified in
the career of Thomas Uphlill, the representative for nearly onee
half century in the Legislative Assembly and a long-time civie
administrator. Mr. Uphill, as the Labour member for Fernie,
represented a certain disillusiomment with the form of highly
competitive democracy prevalent in Canada. The disillusioné
ment manifested in the switech to Labour representation parale-
leled the gradusl economic retrenchment in the area with its
attendant socisl disruption and hardshipe. A recession and the
accompanying turn to a more soclalized order came to the Crows=-
nest Pass in 1920, whereas ighgggp;gh Columbia generally, the
effect of gggm}q;ggt_ggpygggiqg'Aggak;pgéméhsociéi 9§;;$i§us-

——————————————— e m———

ness which did not find expression until 1933.1

e et S

As the most obtrusive politicfl figure in the "Pass"
over the last halfe-century, Uphill was the Independent Labour
member of the provinecisl legislature from 1920 to 1960, Born
near Bristol, Englend in 1874 he lived most of his early years

lone exception was Jemes Hurst Hawthornthwalte who repres-
ented Nanaimo as a Labour member at the beginning of the
century.

=108«
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in the cosl mining areas of VWsles., Uphill began work in the
mines at the age of fourteen., Later, after serving in the
Boer War where he was awarded the King's and Queen's Medals
eand acquired a less desirable distlnetiong he became active
in the labour movement which was pulsing the srea and held an
executive position for several years. He decided in 19063 to
emigrate to Canada where he ggined employment in the Coal Creek
mines, Continued active participation in the labour union
movement led to his election to the position of secretary.
During the First World War he served as an alderman for two
terms and then was elected Mayor in 1915, 1916 end 1917, was
defeated in 1918, and then was re-elected by accleamation in
1919, Defeated as a union-supported provinclal Conservaetive
candidate ir 1915, Mr. Uphill was not to be denied in 1920
when he was elected as an Independent Labour member in the
provincial logislature for Fernie, a position he filled for
forty years through eleven consecutive elections,

Plctured widely as a man of lively good humour and of
non-conformist, outspoken, and sometimes blunt nature, Uphill
was known by his electorate as & very practical and common=
sense many one who was belleved to be most capable of under=-
standing the needs of a large mining population within the
perspective of the province. Several of his seemingly amusing

%He was acquitted in = court martial for sg¢nding war news
home to Fngland, "Death Still Salts Wit of Tom Uphill,"

Dal_]_.lz gm!o’ Febe 19, 1962. Pe 7o
3nThe GAft of Laughter," Viet. Daily Times, Aug. 18, 1960,

Pe 5.
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statements reflect a deep seated "homespun" philosophy. On
the problem of the world depression he once stated: "the
world needs more men who can tell whether a wheelbarrow is
upside down"3 on parliaments "that's the trouble with too

many of us these days, we're afrald of good e¢lear fun,

We all take ourselves too seriously. Why it wouldn't

matter a bit if none of us was here tomorrow, there's

others, and better, to carry ons
and regarding his constituentss "beer is to a miner like
milk is to a babys Let's have plenty of it for a happy,
contented nation'.u

Although Uphill was an individuslist unencumbered by a

p;rty caucus, philosophically he was inclined toward the left.
A statement at the height of the Second World War reflected
disenchantment with the status quo and the bent of his pol=
itical leaningss "the diectators say democracy had falled.
Democracy has not faileds It has never been tried'.5 He
fought for larger pensions, improved standards of living for
the workers, particularly coal miners, championed the liberal=
ization of divorce laws and legalization of hospital sweep~
stakes, andi criticized govermment contrel of liguor outlets,
When the provinclel government "viewed with alarm® the rising
divorce rate in British Columbia nhieh was the hlghost 1n Can-

e ——————

ada and one of the leadlng 1n North Anorica. and the Attorneya-

e 2

Genexal suggested that “sonething should be done to tighten up
divorce laws", Uphill replied: "widen them not tighten them.

baypniiy,» ne, Ape 15, 1950, P. 56.

SIpid.
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If you don't widen them ~-= and I give you fair warning -
it means free love, right in this province"., He then remarked
to the House that Members of Parliament were usually elderly
and no longer interested in the romance and excitement of
swapping partnerse "Ageees is & great leveller, it's age
brings on this 'holier-than-thou talk".6

Mre. Uphill was respected greatly in the Crowsnest Pass.
His record of years as thelr representative stand higher than
words as an indicator of this regarde He was Xnown snd apprece
lated most for his practical sensibility in times of crisis,
particularly during the "thirties". The depression period was
one of great-lnstabilityvln the Crowsnest as numerous strikes,
hunger marches and protest parades threatened to cripple the
regions At times the extremists among the unemployed and mine
workers threatened violence and revolt against the status quo.
Mr. Uphill, as a man who had worked years as a miner and earned
as little as thirty cents per day as a young men in the United
Kingdom, understood the problems and commended the respect of
the unemployed miners where conventional politicians had no
bases of communication. He was able to forstall the radicals
most notably during the 1935 Corbin strike when nearly five
hundred sympathizers marching to ald the strikers were convine
ced that only violence would result in & severe reaction,

The depression period, as one of great instability in
British Columbie politics, set the climate for a platform which

in earlier times had found expression in various progressive

61pid.
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parties and in 1933 would manifest itself in a new political
partys The Coeoperative Commonwealth Fodoration.7 a novement
organized in Celgary in 1932, proposed to establish a socialist
government by democratic means, The Party began to organize in
British Columbia in the spring of 1933 and before the end of
the summer h:d nominated candidates in fortyesix of the forty-
seven ridingss The lone exception wes Fernie where Mr. Uphill
was the Independent Labour candidate,

§;>In the 1933 election in Eritish Columbla, & revamped Libe
orallparty led by Te Dufferin Pattullo stole much of the new
party's thunder by espousing e platform of extension of governw
ment services and in Pattullo's words, "rrastical idealism"™
against "visionary aoolallln'e whereby the govermment would
begin a program of economic plamning by the rewly formed Econe
omic Councils The sweep to the left was manifested in the
election results which gave an overwhelming victory to the
left-wing parties.’

“‘he Liberals had been very active in the Crowsnest Pass

before the election and much groundwork was laid for the candie
date, Mayor Harry Douglas, in an effort to unseat Mr., Uphlill,

Fayor Douglas ran on & platform to eliminate unemployment

e

7The Co=operative Commonwealth Federation came to be krown
as the CCF,

8gasth Dobie, "Party History im British Columbie, 1903
1933," Poeific Northwest Ougrterly, 27:164, (Ap. 1936).

90ut of a total 47 seats the Liberals won 33 CCF took 73
Tolnie Conservatives 13 Independent NonePartisan (Bowser's
followers), 2; iIndependents 23 and Labour l, In the popular
vote, out of a total 357,53, the Liberals nolled 159,131%
the CCF, 120,185; Independents, 101,896, ' Ibid.
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through highway construction, reform of municipal financing,
and freedom to cross party lines on 1ssues.1° Similerity of
rolicy and the obvious ascendancy of the C.CeF. over the Indee
rendent Lebour Party led to pressure by the CeCeFs to have
Uphill run under their ticket,but this was repudiated largely
at his personal insistence due to a desire to meintein his
independence, unencumbered by the disciplines of a party caucus.

The 1937 provincial election in Fernle riding was a lively
contests Harry We. Colgan, a Vancouver lawyer, was asked to
stend for the Liberal partyl2? and he waged en energetic came
paign sgainst the well-entrenched old campaigner from Fernie,
who received endorsation from the C.C.F., the local miners"’
unions at Michel and Coal Creek, and the unemployed assoclations
of Fort Steele and Jaftray.13 Liberal support came from the
professional people and surprisingly, from the ranks of the
unemployed in the district. Many were frightened by Colgan's
statement that "the plums"¥ would be terminated in Fernie if
a Liberal supporter were not returned to the Legislature, Cone
sequently Uphill's majority in the eleetion relative to that ef
1933 was cut in all polls exeept two in Fernle.

10uyayor Douglas Liberal Cholce," FFP, Septe 29, 1933, Pe l.

1lrotal vote, less one poll, was 2,8393; Douglas polled 1,245,
Uphill, 1,584, "Thomas Uphill Elected by Large Majority,"
FFP, Nove 3, 1933, pe 1.

12wy, J. Colgan Chosen," FFP, Hay 7, 1937, pe 1.
13eyphil11's Plank,” FFP, May 28, 1937, pe l.

luﬂeanins unemployment relief. "Fernie to Lose Plums,"
Dail! Prov., Ma’ 8’ 1937’ Pe 1.
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Although little improvement was experienced in the econ-
omy of the Fernie area, the populearity of Tom Uphill did not
wane. In 1946 when Fernie elected its first mayor after ele=-
ven years under the administration of a provincial commissioner
the honour went to Mr. Uphill. He continued to represent the
East Kooteney riding in the provinciel legislature until 1960
when he retired after forty years service in the Legislative
Assembly.

Civic politics was extremely hectic throughout the depres-
sion, and because of theilr proximity to the unemployment prob=
lem, the immediate pressure on municipesl leaders was greater
than at any other level of govermment. Also a lack of substane
tial funds after the exhaustion of local tar collections dic
not allow latitude for solving the relief problemes At the same
time the local taxpayers, property owners and professional peo=
ple were applying pressure, particularly earlv in the depres-
sion, to keep the "dole" at an absolute minimum. The sentiments
of this group were manifested in the late "thirties" in Fernie
by the Property Owner's Association-ls

Mre Je Le Gates was Mayor of Fernie during the early
depression years and although finsnces were not healthy, the
majority of taxpayers were still able to meet thelr assessments
thus funds were available to relieve unemployment, By the time
He Ee Douglas' term as Mayor commenced in 1931 meny of the rese
idents were either unemployed or working part-time, Ciltizens
were reneging on thelr taxes and the abllity of the city to

154L0cal and Genersl," FFP, Mey 13, 1932, De 5.
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relieve the situastion had rapidly deteriorated to the state
where 1t was directly dependent on federel and »rovincisl aid.
Mayor Douglas was not contested in the election of 1932 for the
firat time in the history of the city, an indication of the
unpopularity of the positlon bacesuse of the inordinste demands
vlaced upon the chief civie ;dalnistrator. Py the sutumn of
1932, the city was deeply 1in debt, had defeaulted on interest
rayments for the previous year, and was foreed to roquest fure
ther logns from the provincial and federal govermments, HNayor
Uougles continued in office throughout the ensuing three ysars
but determined no fisecal poliecy and acted chiefly as an admine
istraetor of relief furds supplied b the higher levels of gove
ernment. VYhen Dougles decided not to seek ree-election in 1935
& request wes made, with the unanimous approval of City Coun-
cil, for a2 commissioner to take over the affsirs of Fernie,
cdnsequently Je Ve Fisher was appointed by the rrovineclel gove
ernment in January, 1935 as commissioner of the city, & posite
ion which he retained until 1946,

Although the proximity of civic administrstors to the
unemployment problem in the "Pass® rendered them more vulnere
able to criticism, the fortunes of the area were determined in
Victorie and to a greater extent, in Ottewa., As the depression
progressed, the federal govermment remained as the only governe
ment agerncy with enough financial power to relieve the wide~
spread distress of the nestion, The realization by the people
irn the "Pass®™ of the significance of their federal represent-
ative in determining their fate was reflected in the vigorously
contested elections throughout the depres=ion,
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As the election of 1930 approcached and the economic state
of the country continued to worsen, people were increasingly
impressed by the sound business record and personsl success of
Mre. He Be Bennett, Leader of the Opposition, At the same time
they became disillusioned with the tactics of Mr, We L. Macken-
zle Kinge On a2 vicit to Fernie Mr, Bennett was entertained at
e reception in the "beautiful grounds®™ of one of the district's
wealthlest citizens, end he favourably impressed a number of
people with indictments on the selling out and "burning up" of
netural resources.16 Mr. Bennett continued on to "stump" Brit.
ish Columbia, In a five week tour he mede over sixty addresses,
stressing the great potential of the province and the incompet=-
ence of the existing administration, arguments which appesled
very much to the near destitute Crowsnest residents who sat on
millions of tons of coa1.17

In the ensuing Conservative sweep of the country, "Mickey"
McLean, a Michel miner, was elected but resigned when H, H,
Stevens, the proposed Minister of Trade and Commerce in the new
government, was defeated in his Vancouver Center constituency.
MclLean gave up his seat and was aprointed to a position on the
Vancouver Harbours Board.18 Mr, Stevens was elected by acclame

ation and represented the riding as a Conservative until his

lémyonourable Bennett At Fernie,® » Auge 30, 1929, D,
and "Bennett Reception,® FFP, Aug. 1929, pa ke

17wpogsibilities of B, Ce Great says Mre. R, Be. Bennett,"

221}1 c°1°m3t’ Sept. 5. 1929. Pe 30

18john Munro, Interview with H. H, Stevens, no. 9, June 14,
1966 9 De 28.
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split with the Prime Minister over the Price-Spreads Commission.
In the period from 1930 to 1935, the Conmservative Party

falled to ald the unemployed effectively to improve their statu=

e

?!il- The position of the leader of the Party wss rovealed to
the destitute areas of the country aend the stapge at the zame
time was set for the 1935 election result when the recommand-
ations of the Price-Spreads Commission, headed by Stevens,
advising supervision of business practices snd repression of
unfair methods, was repudlated, Under pressure for statements
‘he hed mede regarding Cenadian business, Stevensz resigned and
formed a new partye

The Reconstruction Party did not advocate a great econe
omie and social upheavel but proposed s somewhat vague program
of falr waeges, restraint of unfalr competition, limited public
works, and the adjustment of the system of tex collection,l?
Workers were impressed more by the coursge of “tevens, few
having forgotten his efforts to re-openm the mines after the
shutdown in 1933 and his outspoken opposition to the leader of

20 Stevens' program contained reforms

the Conservative Party,
which were advocsted by the leftewing political theorists withe
out the large-scele social upheeval suggested by the radicsl

parties, He thus was able to obtain the votes of not only the

unemployed but also was supported by many of the businees and

19Carl wittke, W, Tor., Melelland and
Stewart, 1941, p. .

201t §s sald by Meclean's magazine thet if Harry Stevens
could run in every constitueney in Canada there would be few
other candidates elected.® "“Editoriel Notes," FFP, Aug. 9,
1935, Pe Mo
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professional people in the constituency who generally opposed
radlcal changes. |

The extent of support for MNr. Stevens in the Kootenay
East constituency was exhiblted by a meeting in the Grand
Theatre at the close of a speaking tours The crowd was so
great that the overflow had to be accomodsted in the adjscent
Victoria Hall to whom he communicated via a loud spesker. He
totelly won their sentiment by stating: "I belleve this depres=
sion has been felt more acutely in Fernle and district than
eny plece in Cenada®, 2t

The campalgn for the Kootensy East riding in 1935 was
one of the most bitterly contested in the history of the areas
A local resident hed been selected originslly by the East Koote
enay Liberzl Assoclation to contest the election, but he was
replaced by the former Liecutenant-Governor of British Columbla
who hed retired to England, the Homoursble R . Bruce.?? The
entry of Social Credit and C.C.F. candidates to contest the
riding heightened suspiclions of a consviracy to split the vote?3
end provoked the following statement from a very partial "Free
Press®™s "As the word has gone out from St. Jomes Street that

He He Stevens is to be beaten at any cost it is quite conceiv-

2lwpgeked House Greets Harry," FFP, ‘uge 16, 1935, pe 1,

227neve were sccusations to the effect that the menagement of
Conselidated Mining and Smelting Company of Kimberley put prese
sure on their employees to support Mr. Bruce., "What Our Voters
Should Know," ‘zg, Octe 4, 1935, Pe 1 2and "Hitler Tactics in
East Kootenay," FFP, Octe 4, 1935, pe 1.

230nly one other Social Crediter wes nominated ia British Col=
umbia in the 1935 election. "Complete Lineup of Fleetion Candie
dates in British Columbla," Daily Colonist, Oct. 8, 1935, p. 1.
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able that a few more csndidates may yet be placed in the fleld
to split Stevens' voto....'zh Everyone in the "Pass" was cape
tured by the election fever. The two major contenders, the
Liberal and the Reconstruction Parties, put on major public
relations campaigns; thelr newspaper publicity measured whole
pages and the new medium of radio was used extensively for the
first time in addition to the usual "stumping®.

When election results were tabulated, the Liberals had
swept the country except in the Crowsnest Pass where the final
count gave Stevens & majority of only five hundred sixty-five
votes over Bruce in a riding where elghty-one percent of the
eligible voters cast their ballots, a figure much higher than
the national aweraso.zs

Representation from the Crowsnest Pass on the national
scene during the "thirties" appears on the surface to contradict
the socislistic tendencles prevalent provincially. The support
given to Re BE. Bennett's govermment in the person of H, H.
Stevens in the 1930 election was a question of the lesser of
two evilse The Mackenzle King goverrnment had shown a reaction=-
ary bent in the late "twenties", particularly in dealings with
the Nova Scotian miners whose livellhood was closely related
and of ablding interest to the "Pass" miners.26 King's unfave

24wpolitics Werming Up," FFP, Sept. 27, 1935, pe 1.

25Bruce polled 3,339; Stevens, 3,904; Bryard Everson, CCF,
1,553; end Ernest W. Sjodin, Social Credit, 1,262, Total
votes polled were 10,177 out of 12,708 registered voters.
"Honourable Stevens Majority 565," FFP, Oct. 18, 1935, p. 1.

26E. Re Forbes, The Rise and Fall of the Conservatiye Pg
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ourable attitude to the miners, complemented by Bennett's
campaign bagsed on federal responsibility for unemployment
convinced the electorate of Kootenay East to support the

Conservative Partye.



CHAPTER VIII
LEISURE TIME ACTIVITIES

During the first forty years of this century economie and
gsocial activity in the Crowsnest Pass converged on Fernie, its
largest and most vigorous city. Fernie was the center of a
burgeoning lumber industry, built on millions of tons of coal
and optimistic of becoming the center of 0111 end phosphate
1ndnstrles.2 A remarkable degree of social activity sccompanied
the growth of this "boom"™ city as clubs, fraternal socleties, v
hotels, schools, churches, political parties, organized athlot—(@
ies, theatre and vaudeville flourished.

Prior to the First World War a brewery, brick factory,
winery, macaroni factory, school, power station, a hospital,
opera house, post office, American consulate, five churches
and eleven hotels of forty rooms each were connected by twenty

miles of streets and sidewalka.3 Lodges included the Masons,

1011 had been first discovered in the Flatheed erea, south of
Fernie, at the turn of the century and repeated efforts were
made to recover it. "Drill for 0il in the Flathesd," FFP,

: ]

Oct. 4, 1929, pe 3 and see Re Ae Price, Flathead IV
British Columbia end Alberta, 1966, p. 15%.

2In the late "twenties™ the Consolidated Mining and Smelting
Company explored phosphate deposits in the Hockies near Fernie
with a view to developing them. "Will Soon Commence," FFP,

May 31, 1939, pe 1 and British Columbia, Department of ﬁlnss.
s 1932, pe Al4l,

3FHA, Ope ELE" Pe 75

-1 21-
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Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Knights of Columbus, Eagles,
Foresters, Owls, Woodmen, Rebekahs, Eastern Star, Orangemen ./
and the Independent Order of Good Templars. HKNumerous clubs of
which the most notable were the Five Hundred Club, a Benevolent ()
Society, Race Track Association, Dancing Assembly, and Civilian
Rifle Assocliation involved themselves in charities, provided
recreation and became soclal alacnblieciﬁ ihe thriving community
of Coal Creek kept pace with the development of Fernlie and a
Library and Athletic Club, high callbre soccer and hockey teans,
e male voice choir, outdoor skating rink and three churches
provided outlets for the residents,

The district had not lost its exelting frontier perscne
ages and on weekends the numerous hotels, gambling halls and
other "clip joints® flourished. “Bootlegging® prospered during -
tho oarly railrcad dnyl. remained in existence throngbout the (D

Bt —— e ——

pro-var po;iod. and by tha time prohibition was proolnlno&. if

et s

not the most highly respoctod profession, lt was s oo-nunlty-
wide acooprod ocoupation./ Justice was severe but practical, as
illustrated in the January 1912 Fernle Free Pregs: "The chain
gang did some effective work on the side walks durins the thaw,
removing humps from the straight and narrow", An added quip
related how police removed six men from boxcars: "“five beling
found fit, were put to work on the streets, but the sixth,
being erippled and of no use, was ordered to leave town,"%
Fernie was long the center for the lumber wottora.’ and

MM.’ Pe 79
5see chape I concerning lumbering in the Crowsnest Pass,
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hotels as well as gambling and dance halls were able to exist
largely on their patronage. The end of large-scale lumbering
and the general recession experienced by the cosl industry fore=
told the end cr this entertaimment, In the early “"twenties"
the "Pass" experienced a considerable mellowing in the tempo of
activity although not to the extent of the province generally
which was influenced by prohibitionist tendencies. Assimil-
ation of the frontier labourer from the 1solated camps into
settled communities, accompaenied by scceptance of soclal rese
ponsibilities, ended the wlld revelry which had been charesctere
istic of the early years of the century. Indicative of the
transformetion was the order in 1930 by the Fernie Couneil
instrueting the Chief of Police to close the gambling halls
operating in the city.6

Although the economic situation did not suggest i1t, a pere
lod of soclal stabillity previously absent in the "Pass" was
exhibited during the “twentles". A cultural level was main-
tained through s Theatre Guild, musical festivels, and ethnic
and cultural socleties. In athleties, the status attalned over (O
the first twenty years of the century when the distriet was
recognized nationally as a lacrosse, baseball, basketball,
soccer and hockey power was enholllshe¢ by e broasdening of
interest to recreation of 2 less vigorous nature. This was
manifested in the establishment of a golf and country club and

| ko
T AN y (24 q Al Cawry

curling rink,
As the economic psralysis slowed industrisl activity in

6nCommissioners Put on Lid," FFP, May 16, 1930, De 5e
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the "Pass" the sociasl climate correspondingly erperienced fare
reaching changes. A community economically secure enough to
enact an Anti-loafers Law in 1918 underwent remerkable ad just-
ments in thinking throughout the leote "twenties™ and "thirties®,
when very little prejudice was directed towsrd the unemployed.

The 1llegal liquor trade, although economically motivated,
1llustrated the sociasl milleu as the last vestige of a stormy
rioneer period of rugged individuslisme The end of the "rum Gé
running® business in British Columbila marked the close of a /
distinet phase in the history of the province. The days of the
"Whiskey Sixes",? the soclally sccepted and independently weale
thy "bootleggers®, vaudeville=type "girly" shows, twenty-four
hour gambling halls and large-scale pay-offs to police officers
which eccompanied the 1llicit ligquor trade ceased with the

_ repeal of prohibition,

With the exception of the 1llicit liquor trade and its -
attendant business, the life in the Crowsnest Pass wes similar
to that in other contemporary communities. Prior to the depres-
s{gp the greater flaw of revenue from spectator sports allowed
org;;;;;arsoolal clubs, axhlotic assoclaftbﬂ!’éﬁ&“leasues to fé>
flourish, but as the majority of residents became increasingly
devoid of a regular income and talented unemployed athletes

moved to other mining camps in the Kootenaya,a spectator sportl

T R ——

7MeLaughlin Puicks because of their size, speed and durabile
ity beceme known as "Whiskey Sixes". F. W. Anderson, The Rum
Eunners, Calgary, Frontlers Unlimited, n. d., pe 33.

8The mining towns of Kimberley end Trail rose to world prom=
inence in amateur sport in the late "thirties" by winning
world championshipse.
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deg&}ggg_gfggfically. Interprovineial and intercity competit-
ion ceased and field sports were played solely at the local
levels Service clubs which in the past had sponsored "“sports
days" on speclal occasions to perpetuate orgenized athletics, ,ﬁb
increasingly promoted gala holiday festivities to solicit funds
for needy institutions, service facilities and indigent indive
iduals. in the community.

The largely destitute population in the Crowsnest Pass
gravitated toward the more sedentary recreational outlets.
Avallability of money for sports eculpment was partislly rese
ponsible, but a more drastic factor was the poor nutrition of
the unemployedes A lack of initiastive and an indolent outlook
have been characteristics of chronically malnourished people
and the fallure of Canada's unemployed to exhibit the inecline
ation to improve thelr status during and postdating the depres=
sion was largely attributable to this faotor.9

Facilities in the district to meet the needs of the large

indigent population developed prineipally at the instigation

IThe impairment depends upon the degree of malnutrition.
"Life is probably shortened as a2 result of a long-continued
poor diet, and... working efficlency, endurance, mental alert-
ness and ability to learn are definitely impeired." Ceaneda,
Department of National Health and Welfare, R Nut
ion e Productio ibution -of Food, s Do
While "the behaviour of people in advenced semiestarvation is
characterized by sluggish intellectual processes, decreased
abilities to concentrate, and dramati¢c incapacities for suse
tained mental efforts. ‘ﬁghey develop| «s¢ 2 tendency to day=-
dreem, become restless irritable [e some become sullen

and obstinate.ese” F. Go Benedict, Humen Vitallt

et i e sl el el TEHGE
Washe, Ee Mainsprings of Civi
gtion, John Wiley and Sons, N. Y., 1945 as ¢ n Normen

We DesBosier, Attack on S;a;!gtiog, Westport, Conn.,, The Avi

Pube Cosy Ince., 9 Do
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of charitable orgenlizations. Unemployed readins rooms were' v
opened early in the depression and were furnished with daily
end weekly newspspepers, snd the proceedinss of the House of
Commons.lo Whist drives and dances were held weekly and the
destitute were admitted at reduced prices. While membership
in the Golf end Country Club was impossible, admission prices
for the unemployed to festivitlies sponsored by the various
service clubs were reduced end fees for curling were worked

out in exchange for membership.ll

A yearly picnic sponsored
by the Unemployed Association in conjunction with the miners'
union was held in the city park to which the Coal Company proe
vided a specisl train for Coal Creek residents.

In Coal Creek the Library and Athletic Cludb provided
reading and recreation facilities, and week-end socilals and
dances. The Grand Theatre building in Fernie was used as a
social and meeting room for the Unemployed Assoclation and the
Canadlan Legion opened their e¢lub and librsry to the indigent.
Michel-Natal had experienced a major rejuvenation of company=-
owned facilities in the late "twenties" which included a new
theatre, a remodelled dence hell and new hotel. Although rec~
reation facilities there were not so extensive as those of
Fernie and Coal Creek, they were less in demand due to the
higher rate of employment throughout the depression.

Ethnic socleties enriched the culture of the "Pass" from

the esrliest mining days, and throughout the depression lively

10#ynemployed Reading Room,* FFP, Mar. 23, 1934, p. b4.
111pid., Jane. 11, 1935, pe l.
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and colourful national celebrations provided an escape from a
somber existence. Eegimnning with the wild celebrations acoo.-‘/
panying Ste Patrick's Day and followed by the feasting on
haggls, oat cakes and scones charscteristic of the Caledonian
Society's LHobbie Burng' Day banquet, interspersed by soclals
héld by the Flor de Italla, and climaxed by the Slavonic
Christmas festivities, the soclel life in the district was
varied and rich. Later in the decade ethnic social functions
increasingly emphasized benefit and charitable enterprizes.

Despite a large non-British populatlon}2 residents held
the Erltish monarchy in esteem and memorable events in the life
of the Royal Famlly were celebrated by extensive soclial active
1fieu. A climaex of these events during the depression era was
the 1935 celebration in Fernie in honour of the Silver Jubilee
of George V and Queen Mary.13

Radio was the newest 1nnovation and providod a constant

B R S

social outlet throughout the 'thirtles' A radlo olub was

AL e A =
U ARV i

——————

organized in 1929 and the fornatlon ot a local station was
underteken as operators and repairmen recruited from the dist-
rict donated their services. There were at least a dozen
"soap operas’ every dey on the American networks, and half of
them were carried by Canadian stations, Musical entertainment
was typified by "big bands" such as Glen Gray's Casa Loma
Orchestra, and by vocalists led by Kate Smith and Lily Pons.

Canadian commentators of an unprecedented celibre such as

123¢c Tebvle VIII.
13%311ver Jubllee Celebration,” FFP, Ap. 26, 1935, De 4.
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George Ferguson, B. K. Sandwell, Willson Woodside, VWatson
Kirkconnell and Frank Underhillln discussed the more serious
of world events and conditlonse.

Fotion pictures were a very special treat, but were
seldom enjoyed by the indigent population, However two theatres
were sustained in Fernie throughout the "thirties" along with
e playhouse. It was a momentous occasion when the Natel Opera
House initiated their "talking" pictures in January, 1930 by
providing special buses from Michel and staging a parade bete
ween the twin conmunitlec.ls

Local amateur stage productions which had reached an
unprecedented success with "Facts and Flgures" in 1929 contine
ued with vigor to present such appropriate and wellepresented
stage plays as "Be an Optimist®™ which was well received in
1931.16 City bandes were a2lso popular and showed exceptional
talent during the "thirties", particularly the Fernle Band and
Choral Society who won every eligible award in 1936.17

A distlnct parudox of the depression wes | the exclusive

concern of the individusl citizen with his personal nligntla

e ——— st

while simultanoously sustalniggmpﬁgxqazaz awareness of national

1“An article by Margaret Prang, "The Origins of Public Broade
casting in Cenada," H gcal Review, 4631-31, (Mar.
1965), explains the impact of public control of resdio broad-
casting in Canada.

15%L0cal end General," FFP, Jen. 31, 1930, P. 5.

16wpe an Optimist,® FFP, Mare 2, 1931, Dpe b

17wpernie Captures Two Cups,™ FFP, Nov,. 6, 1936, pPe 1.

18A netursl occurence in times of need is to become increase
ingly involved with personal satisfaction only.
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’fgg_!gg;g,happaninss. The latter concern was & new experience
accentuated by the megnitude of the depresaion end the seeming
futility of any individual effort to alter its effects, Cone
sequently many people, including the destitute, were struck by
the need to obtain & grester understsrding of the worlde In
Fernle moving plctures of the Spanish Civil War and the war in
Chine were presented to capacity audiences and refurned volune
teers from the Mackenzle«Papineau Battalion in Spein made publie
speaking engagements to an enthusiastic though often naive
populaca.19

Az the decade drew to a close end the war threet became
more ominous, there was incressed activity in the reserve, and
the threat posed by Germany and Japan instigated a government
campalgn to impress citizens with the need for greater defence
expenditure,s In March 1939, all exe-servicemen under sixty
along with women of ey-gervice organizations were required to
register in Fornlo.zo The news that war had been declared by
Britein first reached the district in a one o'clock radio btule
letin on the afternoon orASeptcnbcr 1, 1939 which included the
mobilization call to Carade's cntire military forces2: Although

met with apprehension, newe of the declarstion initiasted a

19Tho editor of the "Free Press™ made the following observa=
tion after hearing the Alberta president of the Leasgue for
Peace and Democracy: “Internetional trade and capitalism was
clarified end explzined in such a simple way that 21l gresped
the situation immediately." "'War in China' Huge Sucecess in
Fﬂrmeg' mg Feb, 2“. 1939. Pa 8e '

20w19 A1l Exeservicemen," FFP, Mar. 24, 1939, ps l.
2lwratest on War News,* FFP, Sept. 1, 1939, p. 1.
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flurry of activity diverting the attentions and energles of
the "Pass" residents away from the previously alleengaging

depression toward preparation for the weging of another war.

)
C

et A4V

S T

The recession in the Crowsnest Pass region had begun
earlier and protracted longer as a result of complete depende
ence on & single industry and the decline of its markets.
Beginning in 1920 unemployment was a serious problem, end with
the exception of a short period in the late "twenties"™, it was
not alleviated until markets were restored by the large-scale
armement builde-up in 1939, The effect of the extended period
of relative poverty and insecurity of employment had serious
révarberations on the residents.

Similar to the treuma of the unemployed individuals in
Canada generally which was epitomized by the hundreds of trane
slents "riding the rods" in search of work, indigents of the
"Pass" were personally unsble to repair their statuses. Over
the years, mine workers had become reliant uporn the unions to
guerantee employment and satisfactory working conditions and
when out of work, they turned to the church and service organe
izations for alde Trust which had been plsced in the mine
unions was abrogated when unrealistic hard-line wage demends
and refusal to organize the unemployed weakened their position
and rendered them ineffectual. Charltable orsagizations dist-

rlbuted rellef to e subalstenoe level but also plaoed the unem=

T ————— S —————

ployed 1n the posltion of permanent welfare recipients with

it s sreasem— AN

little hope for the futures As the depression worsened, the

—

S s

— —
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workers sought solutions from the government but were disilluse
ioned because goverrment at all levels was not inclined to set
economic guldelines or sponsor retraining programs. This dls-
inclinstion ceme partly as e result of a tradition of non-
intervention and also bqggnagAQtwthgmmagnlggggwqgmthe unemploy=
ment problem, -

| ;ﬁéustomed to a regular income and its accompanying
luxuries, large segments of the population were reduced to a
destitute level and were forced to subsist on bare necessities.
Tlme previously spent in employment was a burden and was passed
without monetary expenditure in pursuits which taxed previously
untapped reserves of imaginations People used to the seonrity
of a Job and hope for the future becane completely aimless with

no prospect of saving money or of security 1n thelr old ase.
w

et A B T e A T - e e m— o

Children were reared with the undoratandlns that thelir future
depended wholly on thclr porsonal abilities and 1nasination.

e ——— s e

Individuaa,jperseverance and gbility to surVIVe were taxod to
the utmost, but paralleling the increased self-interest was an
awakening of 9V36o1a1 consg;ouananaﬂhsr.tarore;nggwgggquenood
mceﬂs.d,g-

Coming as a result of the desire of tho destitute for a
greater share of the "spoils", social measures in the publie
interest at the same time grew out of a fear by the business
establishment and other influential people of the country that
their soclal statuses and personal material wealth were being
threateneds The menace of a reveltuion in Canada was never

before so acute as during the depression, and it was felt by
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many that the destitute would have nothing to lose by a social
revolt which could result in the complete fall of the estabe
lishment, Byhgggnalng minimum dgggnds for sociel legislation

A s e

to the poorer segnents othsqpioty,"pggggg;gwgggw;pf;;n of
existing institutions was essed end the majority appeased,

while the wealth and status qr thq_;gt;gggp{g; were minutely
affected,
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TABLE 1
Report of Vital Statistics for British Columbia, 1929-1939,

Year Pop'n, Eirths Deaths VMarrieges
1929 659,000% 10,378 6,761 5,195
19130 676,000 10,867 6,759 k4,758
1931 69442632 10,404 64447 3,880
1932 704,0001 10,577 6,166 3,644
1933 712,000 10,013 64236 L,698
1934 725,000 10,616 64393 4,821
1935 735,000 10,987 6,927 54020
1936 750,000 11,186 79254 54,465
1937 751,000 13,033 74981 64232
1938 761,000 13,812 744558 64158
1939 774,000 13,176 7,626 7897
Year Illegit, Rate Nat. Inf. Mort, Divoreces
Birtas Iner. / / 1000 Live

1000 Pope Births
1929 273 6404 55¢k
1930 26 6460 51.7
1931 28 617 49.4
1932 348 577 46,7
1933 350 h,72 45,8
1934 346 4e73 434 5
1935 320 4e29 45,9 283
1936 377 L,k4é 43,9 463
1937 435 4440 55-33 536
1938 510 6e 59 - 652
1939 501 6e27 - 608

lpopulation in 1929-30, 1932=39 is estimated by the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics as cited in the Report of Vitel Statisticse.

2Populatlon is exact in 1931, a census year.

3Attributed to an abnormal number of deaths of Indian babes
under one years

4Infent mortelity rate caleculation discontinued,

5piverce act in force May 1, 1935,

Sourcet British Columbia, Provincial Board of Health,
Heport "4 tal S tic 29= s Victoria,

ng's Printer, .

=146=
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TABLE II
The Population of the Fernie District.

Town or District 1901 1911 1921 1931 1941
Fernie 1.6“0 3,“16 b‘31"3 2’732 2'545
Elk-Flatheadl 476 4,812 6,078 4,814 4,016

‘lThia is the whole area east of the Elk River and north of
forty-nine degrees latitude. Known as Fernie District until
1911, it was changed to the present district and name for
the 1921 census., In 1901, Fernie District was probably

Michel only.

Source: Canada, The Dominion Bureau of Statistics, .
Dominion Census, Ottawa, King's Printer, 1901-1941.

TABLE III
Area and Population of East Kootenay.

Area
13,367.11 square milesl,

Year Ees Koot. Pop. Fernie Pop.
19212 19,137 4y343
19313 22,536 24732
1941 22,345 24545

lsourece: British Columbia, Manual of Provineial Information,
Victoria, King's Printer, 1929, De 55

280ur¢ca British Columbia, Hggual of ggovinglgg Information,
Victoria, King's Printer, 29,

3source: Cansda, The Dominion Buresu of Statisties, %go
Seventh & th Do on C s Ottawa, King's

rinter, .




~148-
TABLE IV

Average lMonthly and Annual Temperatures of Fernie for 1916-1954
in Degrees Fahrenheit.

Jan. Feb. MaT. ADT. nay June July
17 20 30 41 50 56 62
Auge Septe. Oct. Nov. Dec. Year.
60 51 42 29 20 - e

Sources C. C. Kelley & P. No Sprout, British Columbia,
Department of Agriculture, Soil %urvez"og the
Upper Kootenay & Elk Valleys, awa, Cloutier,
1956, Report #5, appendix.

TABLE V

The Frost Free Period of Fernie, Michel and Newgate.

Fernie Vichel Tewgate
Elevation (ft.) 3305 3800 2800
Years on record 33 4 32
Average last spring frost June 1 June 19 June 3
Earliest lest spring frost May 4 June 4 May 4
Latest last spring frost July 12 July &4 July 4
Average first fall frost Sept. 7 Aug. 19 Sept. 4
Earliest firet fall frost July 19 Aug. 4 July 27
Latest first fall frost Octs 7 Aug. 29 Oct. 13
Average frost free period 98 days 60 days 93 days

Sources C. C. Kelley & P, N. Sprout, British Columbia,

Department of Agriculture, Soll Survey of tEe
Ugger Kootenay & Elk Valleys, Ottawa, outier,
9 Pe 3.
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TABLE VI

Average Monthly and Annual Precipitation for the Years
Shown, in Inches, of Newgate, Flko and Fernie.

T3 OO T TR SN ) TR S Apre HNay  June July
Record

Newgate 1918-54 1,44 1,08 0,97 0.76 1l.21 1.64 0,88

Fernle 1916‘5“ ho 84 30 7? 30 39 2e 37 2e 60 2,90 1, 56
Aug. Sept Oet, Nove. Dec. ¥Year

Nelgato 0. 86 O, 89 l.12 1.°8 1. 68 13. 81

Elko 1.33 1e56 1e82 1.53 1.95 20,10

Fernie 1.60 2 56 “'Q kD ¢ l&. 24 S5e 66 39. 60

Source: C. Co Kelley & P. N, Sprout, British Columbia,

Department of Agriculture,

Upper Kootenar & Elk Valleys
19 g Be'port + 9 Poe .

801% Survey of t?e
' awa, outier,

TABLE VII

Extreme Temperature and Average Snowfall of Newgate, Elko
and Fernie for the Years Shown, in Degrees Fahrenhelt and

Inches.
Station Years on Temperature Snowlall
Record High Low
Newgate 1918-53 103 =40 4l.2
Elko - - - u9o 9
Fernle 1916-53 97 =40 131.3
Source: C. C. Kelley & P, N, Sprout, British Columbila,

Department of Agriculture,

oil Su ]

Ugger Kootenag & Elk Valleys, Ottawa, outier,
1 s Report s De 15,
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TABLE VIII

Ethniec Distribution of Population in Fernle, East Kootenay
Region and British Columbia.

Nationallty Fernie Ee KOOL, B. Ce

Fnglish 897 7,463 272, 501
Irish 195 2,001 71,612
Seoteh 430 3,657 125,038
Other Brit. 58 373 10,772
French 54 721 15,023
Austrian 52 247 3,891
Belgian 9 78 1,597
Czech=Slov. 124 875 2,759
Duteh 20 146 6,234
Finnish 5 165 6,858
German 8s 631 16,986
Hebrew - 11 2,743
Hungarian 15 : 92 1,313
Italian 511 1,718 12,254
Polish 162 ‘ 809 by599
Roumanian - 189 1,163
Russian 20 209 10,398
Scandinavian 32 1,851 38,854
Ukrainian 10 163 2,538
Other Europe. 10 262 4,990
Chine=Jap. 25 473 b9, 344
Other Asiat. 7 30 1,607
Indian-Esk. - 383 244599
Unspeecified 2 19 1,544

Source: Canada, Dominion Bureau of Statisties, The Seventh
Dominion Census, Ottawa, King's Printer, s

Bulletin 22.

TABLE IX

Natlonality of Employees in the Coal Industry of British
Columbia.

Country of Origin Males Females
Cenada & Nwflnd. 648 i
Gte Brit, & Ire. 1377 1l
U. S. ’42 -
Australia -
Belgium 8 -
France 6 -
Italy 284 -
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Country of Origin Males
Germany & Austria 2

Cent. Europ. & Balkans 248
Scandinavian W
Russia & Poland 164
Other Europ. Countries b
China 125
Hindustan -
Japan 29
All Others =

Sources

Females

British Columbia, Department of Labour, €¥gg%l
ng's

Eeggﬁt of Minister og Labour, Viectoria,
inter, 9 Pe °

TABLE X

Projeets Carried Out by the Department of Nationsl Defence
for the Department of Labour, 1932~1936.

Tocation Type of Work Ven-days
Relief to
June 30, 1936
Yahk Intermed., Land, Field 73,542
Kitchener Intermed. Land. Field 64,858
Salmo Intermed. Land, Field 62,569
Princeton Intermed., Land. Field 30,901
Hope Intermed. Land. Field 70,093
Cranbrook Rifle Range 2,961
Victoria Diste He Qey Mse De 11,
Administration 32,886
Hope end, Hope=
Princeton High. Highway Construction 300,933
Princeton end, Hope-
Princeton Highe Highway Construction 316,523
Vancouver Island
West Coast Road Highway Construction 229,025
Kingsgate, Eastport,
Yahk Highway Construction 45,007
Crow's Nest, Michel Highway Construction 150,265
Kimberley-Wasa Highway Construction 93,070

Long Beach, Nelsone
Fraser's Landing

Highway Construction

108,816
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Type of Work Manedays
Relief to

June 30’ 1936

Location

Goatfell, Creston-
Goatfell
Nelway, Nelway~
Nelson
China CreekeCastlegar-
Trail
Shoreacres-Nelson=-
Castlegar
Rockcreek-Tadanat
Sheepcreek-Rossland-
Cascade
Yahk-Kootenay
Long Beach-West Koot,
Niskolinth Forest
Reserve?
Rosedale~Hope
Agassiz-Harrison Mills
Work Point, Rodd Hill
& Heal's Rifle Range
Ft. MecCauley, Esquim,
Boston Bar, Hope-Bar
Hope
Princeton
Sooke
Cranbrook
Herrltt-Princotgn
Trail-Fruitvale
Balfour-Kaslo~
New Denver?
Mount Oldfield? -
Spence's Bridge
Spence's Bridge-Merritt
Spence's Bridge-Lytton
rence's Bridge=~
gaohe Creek
Salmon Arm
Salmon Arm-Sorrento
SalmoneArm-Sicamous
Newgate~Roosville
Cutoff
East Thurlow Island?
Revelstoke
Revelstoke North-
Big Bend
Revelstoke-Sicamous

Highway Construction
Highway Construction
Highway Construction

Highway Construction
Highway Construction

Highway Construction
Grpe. He Qo High, Const.
Grp. He Q. High, Const.

Forestry
Highway Construction
Highway Construction

Rifle Range
Highway Construction

Grpe He Qe Highe Const.
Grpe He Qs High. Const.
Grp. He Qo ngh‘ Conste.
Municipal Alirport
Highway Construction
Highway Construetion

Highway Construction
Highway Construction
Grpe He Qe Highes Const.
Highway Construction
Highway Construction

Highway Construction

Grpe He Qe Highe Const,
Highway Construction
Highway Construction

Highway Construction
Forestry
Grp. He Qo High. Const,

Highway Construetion
Highway Construction

129,149
56,414
58,835

67 91044
654379

2,863

10,195
12,265

192,381
268,157

52,231
329,888

9,672

165,684
128,392
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Location Type of VWork Man-days
Relief to
June 30, 1936
Point Grey Highway Construction 120,967
Boston Bar Intermed. Land. Field 77 ¢ 540
Point Grey Grpe He Q¢ High. Const. 13,039
White Rock Highway Construection 234.571
Aldergrove Highway Construection 0,745
Ender Harbour
Half Moon BayJ Highway Construction 175,525
Squamish Highway Construction 52,766
Boston Bar Warehouse 248
Taghum Highway Construection 45,527
Aldrige Highway Construction 51,051
Kamloops Grps He Qe High. Const. 1,976
North Thompson River Highway Construction 17,543
Dead Man Creek-Kamloops Highway Construction 6#,292
Kelowna Grps He Q. High. Const. 5,172
Oyama Highway Construction Ll 479
Nahum Highway Conmstruction 59,8138
Naramate Highway Construection 8,264
North Vancouver Blair Rifle Range 55,083
Yahk Highway Construection 31,377
Kitchener Highway Comstruetion 355183
Roek Creek Intermed. Land, Field 234206
Canal Flats Highway Construction 48,206
Oliver Intermed, Land. Field 30.507
Lytton2
Midway Intermed. Land. Field 3,665
Pendleton - Intermed, Land, Field 15,907

lradana should resd Tadanse
2Pro jects contemplated but not sterted by March 31, 1936,
3Ender should resd Pender

Source: Canada. Department of Nationnl Defence, Final
on the Unemployment Rellef Scheme for th

? ;. ﬁgggni7g;s p. 99 3s PPe
c ted y 0 G. M. Fresne. The goigl

Twenty Cent ¢ unpublished Honours Be. Ae esis,
Hoyal Militery College of Canada, 1962, ppe 204-11.
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TABLE XI

Numbers Reoeiving Direct Relief from 1930-1940 in British
Columbia,

Year Mon, Families Single Total
19301 5,166 14,214 19,380
Fem, Head Depend.
19712 17,716 2769 36,065 106,550
1932 Sept. 15,906 ga 2645 18,279 82,830
1933 Mar, 24,969 73.302 30,587 128,858
Septe 18,562 52,801 17,007 88,370
1934 More 22,930 65,ou6 27,749 115,725
Sept. 16,213 46,850 - 15,749 78,812
1935 Mar, 20,913 58,206 22,963 102,082
19136 Mar, 20,493 57,538 16,207 94,2138
Sept. 14,793 kOo,476 11, 661 66,932
1937 Mar, 17,4579 49,700 15.“93 €2,772
Sept. 9,875 26,182 33 43,110
1938 Mar. 15,369 43,078 10 0 70,799
Sept, 11,723 31,342 8, 612 53,199
1939 Mare. 17,162 474737 12.976 774875
Sept. 11,630 29,830 9,766 81,226
1940 Mar, 1u 986 38,653 12,502 65,#?9

ijumbers receiving relief date from Sept. 22, 1930 to
Apr,. 30’ 19310

2Numbers receiving relief date from May 1, 1931 to
Apr. 30, 1932,

Source: British Columbia, Department of Labour,
e of the Minister of L Q= ’
Victoria, King's Printer, - .
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TABLE XII

Distribution of Costs of Rellief,

Relief to Munieipal Districts

Direct Relief Relief Work
Date Fed. va. Mune P‘do Pro‘. Mun.
Sept. 22, 1930 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/4 1/4 1/2
Jan., 2, 1931 N 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/4 1/4 1/2
June 26, 193} 1/2  3/10  1/5 /8 1/4 1/2
July 8, 1931 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/4 1/4 1/2
Sept. 16, 1931 1/2 1/4 1/4
1932 1/2 1/2 - 1/2 1/4 1/4
19333 5 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/2 1/4 1/4
Auge 1. 193u - 3/5 2/5
Nove 30, 193 - /5 1/5
Apre 1, 1939 - /5 1/5
Relief to Unorganized Districts
Direct Relief Relief Work
Date Fed. Prov. Fed. Prov,e
Septe 22, 1930 - - 1/2 1/2
Jane 2, 1931 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2
Apre 1, 1939 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2

lTemporery scheme for direect relief cases only until scheme
worked out by 2ll levels of government,

2Por residents only, retroactive to June 19, 1931, Prov.
& fed., gov'ts. each pald 1/2 cost of feeding transients,

Jrransients now administered on a 1/3 basis retroactive
to June 1, 1933, instead of 1/2 fed.-1/2 prov. basis as
pre=June.

"Percentase basis of feds, 21d to provinces ended; fed.
assistance received was in form of a monthly grant-in-aid
of $115,000; 2ll ménies administered by provinces. MNost
of relief now given in return for work,

SNew agreements provided that fed. gov't. pay 2/5 of actual
expenditures for residents and 1/2 for transients, Prov.
gov't. continued paying 4/5 of cost for municipal residents
& full costs for transients residing within municipel limits,

Sources:

British Columbia, Department of Labour,
h

Fernie Free Press, Fernmle, Bs C., 1930-1939.
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TABLE XIII

Single Homeless Men Eecelving Relief through Government Camps
and Projects in British Columbia, 1932-1940,

rinter,

Tyve
Jan, Jane Jan, Jan, Jan. Jan. Jan, Jan. Jan.
July July July July July July July July July
Camps - 64101 386 413 - - - - ‘-
64741 2,725% 369 21§ « o ' =» - -
Nat. Def. - - 7. 69 7'760 = - - - -
Canps - 2.#32 6.“69 2,922 » - - - -
Hospe - - - - 196 196 162 162 166
Camps - - - - 177 183 102 127 114
ForeSt. - - - - - - e = -
Camps W - - 4092 4573 474 571 275 -
Nat. For, - - - - - - - = =
Projects - - - - - - - 425 -
Fors Dev, &
Pubs Wrks. - - - - - - 24019 2,110, -
Proj. Cemps = - - - - 331 - 1,3926 -
Pub. Wrkse. - - - - - e 16 - L
Pro jects - - - - - - - - -
Plac. Min. - - - - - - -y - .
Camps - - - 100 1533 153 11 175 =
Farm - - S | 23 - 2137 - 249 -
Place, 2 - - - - 2000 o - -
Hostels - - 2,181 1,499 = - - - -
1,651 2,252 906 697 = - - - -
Bellef o - - - - P - ES -
Organ. 1,195 = - - - - - - -
Urban - e - - - - = - -
Centres 10,299 5,739 = o - - - - -
lprovineial from 1933 onward.
2Classified as a camp from June, 1935 onwarde
3classified as Training camps July 1936
hclassified as Farm Improvement & Employment Plan,
5Classirlod as Farm Placement & Improvement Projlect.
6Figure for Forestry Development projects only.
Sources British Columbla, Depsrtment cf Labour, Ann
Re of = o) bour, Vietoriae, King's




Relief and Public Works Expenditures in Fernie District
for Fiscal Years 1929-1939, in Dollars.

Year 71%0%. fmp. _WEOt. Pube f)irect

Rellef Works Rellef
1929«30 - 194,069, 30 -
1930«31 - 229,796.33 -
1932-33 95,886.85 134,050.70 -
1933-34 565778401 82, 560495 -
1934-35 150,895, 28 192,591, 66 874 566,43
1935-36 2°2o236o08 235o198 79 107,273.62
1936=37 183,434,78 228,902, 30 117,409,112
1937-38 171,402, 34 2254119457 114,712.25

Source:

Britlsh Columbia, Departnent of Public Horks,

TABLE XV

Annual Payrolls in the Ceal Industry in British Columbla,
1927-1940, in Dollars.

Year  No, of Total Year Nos of Total
Firms Payroll Firms Payroll
1927 27 74502, 9#6.98 1934 25 3,198,911, 30
1928 26 7 438,948,90 1935 24 3,064,399.10
1929 28 ,508.572.73 1936 27 3,416,428,00
1930 26 5,6664528,68 1957 27 3.716 206,00
1931 25 4,671,819, 52 1938 23 3.339o6u6-00
1932 27 3.684,582.87 1939 26 3,687,824,00
1933 23 2,862,277.99 1940 2k 3,811,341,00
Source: British Columbla, Department of Lgbour, egggE%
R f th er- of bour, Victoria, ng's
Printer, 355 Pe 2, 940, ps E8.
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TABLE XVI

Comparison of Output and Per Capita Production of Coal between
East Kootenay District and British Columbia, 1910-1940,

Year Ares Gross Tons HMen at Tons  Men Tons per
per Year Prod'ing per Under- Underzr'nd
Mines Man ground Man
1910 E.K. 1,365,119 3,111 439 2,374% 575
BeCe 3,139,235 7,758 4o4 5,903 532
1915 E.Ke. 852,572 1,748 488 1,183 721
BeCe 1,972,580 4,978 396 3,695 534
1920 E.XK. 847,389 1,582 536 1,062 798
BeCo 2,696,774 6,349 425 4,191 643
1925 EJKe. B54,480 1,466 82 989 864
1926 E.Ke. 848,448 1,43 592 962 881
BeCoe 24330,036 5,322 437 3,757 620
1927 E.K. 907,519 1,494 607 1,033 876
1928 E.Ke 1,001,523 1,621 617 1,15 886
' BeCe 2,526,702 5,33% 473 3,81 662
1929 E.Ke. 886.706 1,503 589 1,116 794
1930 E.K. 689,230 1,252 550 931 740
BeCo 1,887,130 4,645 Loé 3,380 556
1931 E.K. 661,426 1,211 546 909 727
BeCe 1,707,590 4,082 419 2,957 577
1932 E.Ke. 587,875 1,001 87 752 781
BeCe 1,534,975 3,608 25 2,628 584
1933 E.Ke 477,677 698 684 522 g%z
BeCe 1,264,746 3,094 408 2,241
1934 E.K. 627,619 754 832 551 1,139
BeCe 2,347,090 2,893 465 2,050 657
1935 E.K. 407,110 819 497 614 663
BeCe 1,187,968 2,971 399 2,145 554
1936 E.Ke 470,606 606 776 459 1,025
BeCo 1,346,741 2,814 478 2,015 668
1937 E.K. 459,136 628 731 Lé2 972
BeCe 1,444,687 3,153 4,58 2,286 632
1938 E.K. 434,068 693 626 467 972
BeCe 1,309,428 2,962 hy2 2,088 gzz
1939 E.K. 561,958 731 768 538 1,
BeCe 1,477,872 2,976 496 2,167 682
1940 El.K. 976,518 731 1,062 550 1,412
B.Ce 1,667,827 2,874 580 2,175 766

Source: British Colﬁmbia. Department of Mines, f&&!&l
n

Report of the Minister of Mines, cited
« Hughes, f HlstoE% o§ Hlnéfe 15 EEG East
Koote Dis o S s Unpube
ished M, Ae. Thesis, Univ. of Alta., 1944,
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TABLE XVII

Number of Days Worked and Output in Tons per Man of East
Kootenay Mines, 1926-1940,

Coel Creex Michel Corbin

Year Per Man Per Days Per Man Per Days Per Man Per Days
Under- Man Wrkd Under- Man Wrkd Under~ Man  Wrkd
ground ground ground

1926 741 536 205 891 592 248 1,976 878 244
1927 810 594 250% 899 585 2488 1,131 735 289
1928 820 606 282 757 S40 247 1,572 928 278%
1929 666 518 217 812 585 2141 1,295 881 261
1930 590  Lhh 155 700 503 178 1,088 847 238
1931 436 330 118 738 539 167 1,196 928 225
1932 362 269 76 760 55 159 1,131 1,013 250
1933 4L8s 376 90 930 684 202 1,149 858 189
1934 789 614 150 1,140 818 232 1,363 983 267
1935 724 564 147 1,007 799 211 53
1936 790 603 165 1,104 834 240
1937 919 713 174 1,020 737 226
1938 826 622 171 968 627 230
1939 915 680 158 1,079 793 24k
1940 1,059 789 181 1,507 1,136 276

lllllu
i

Source! Britlsh Colunbia. Dopartnent of Mines,
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TABLE XVIII

Number of Total Men and Men Employed Underground in East
Kootenay and British Columbia Coal Mines 1920-1940,

Ce CTK. Michel Corbin Eest Koot. Brits Col.
Year Und., Tote Unds Tote Unds, Tote Und. Tote Und. Tot.

1920 648 849 338 581 76 152 1,062 1,582 4,191 6,349
1921 702 909 &1s 720 90 1k§ 1,207 1,774 4,722 6,885
1922 641 812 360 613 62 113 1,063 1,538 4,712 6,644
1923 575 759 336 593 47 82 965 1,434 4,342 6,149
1924 530 573 301 810 66 104 797 1,147 3,894 5,418
1925 549 760 362 1382 78 124 989 1,466 3,828 5,443

1926 494 682 408 614 60 135 962 1,431 3,757 5,322
1927 519 708 399 609 115 177 1,033 1,494 3,646 5,225
1928 564 763 475 665 114 193 1,153 1,621 3,814 5,339
1929 565 728 421 584 130 191 1,116 1,503 3,675 5,028
1930 356 474 379 526 196 252 931 1,252 3,389 4,645

1931 359 475 335 459 215 277 909 1,211 2,957 4,082
1932 256 W5 282 1379 214 277 752 1,001 2,628 3,608
1933 111 143 222 302 189 253 522 698 2,241 3,094
1934 116 149 256 357 179 248 551 754 2,050 2,893
1935 120 154 1308 388 186 277 614 819 2,145 2,971

1936 116 152 343 454 459 606 2,015 2,814
1937 121 156 341 472 462 628 2,286 3,153
1938 128 140 339 523 467 693 2,088 2,962
1939 113 152 425 579° 533 731 2,167 2,976
1940 117 157 433 574 550 731 2,175 2,874

Sources British Columbia, Department of Mines,
Re of the er of Mines Q- ’
Vietoria, ng's nter, 21le .




Coal and Coke Production of East Kootenay Mines, 189821940, in Tons!.

Year

1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940

Coal Creex Michel Corbin
Coal Coke Coal Coke Coal
9,334 361 - - -

102,610 29,658 - - -
196,837 65,915 9,966 - -
322,245 111,683 - - -
238,776 78,4490 113,853 29, 347 -
215.776 84,321 2354 347 64,818 -
345,901 118, 551 235,256 95,685 -
425,493 123,593 309,505 124,705 -
426,793 93,171 273,497 964214 -
522,783 884775 353,728 117,766 -
441,003 102, 322 412,185 131,176 4,111
379,968 117,268 390,462 1064174 60,824
622,564 78,420 457,581 95,239 126,851
206 556 28,519 114,384 25,641 81,718
696, "BL 148,924 253,862 70,030 122,263
825,185 157,905 216,224 68,469 72,788
5774299 143,460 201,104 56,406 744312
511,904 147,129 278,124 93,292 62.5#&
569,131 128,020 24k 4119 112,101 69,020
323, 561 754187 127,125 544312 101.065
402,463 85,730 206,412 78,350 123,989
306,191 13,494 172,868 43,573 79,747
431.?83 - 2644592 67,792 151,014
413,523 - 278,301 59 ¢4 34 67, 931
291,671 - 216,668 41,400 46,022
u33.836 - 258, u29 58 919 48,266
98,025 - 1»7,805 30,615 27, 1688
464.133 28,850 3214535 u6.335 68 812
36640 54 35,011 3634795 58,435 118,599
420,706 32, W6 356,696 52.726 130,117
462,733 21,985 359, 547 39.385 179,243
3764 304 - 24143 168,259
2104262 28,042 265,262 37,768 213,412
156,708 284263 2474515 37,137 257,203
92,879 11,840 214,305 17,705 280,691
53,874 - 2064591 Sellly 217,212
91,604 - 292,027 22,178 243,988
86,879 = 310,258 244,168 9,973
91,645 - 378,961 304 366 -
111,265 - 37,871 43,209 -
105,736 - 328,332 48,751 -
103,375 - 458,583 514205 -
123,963 - 6524555 59,788 -

«lfble=

TABLE XIX

lcoel is welghed in long tonsi coke in short tons,

Source:

British Columbia, Department of kines, 2
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TABLE XX

Coal Seles of East Kootenay Mines to the United States and
Canada, 1929«1940, in Long Tonse.

lrneludes 562 tons of coal sold to other countries.

gls Pripter

Sources

British Columbia, Department of Mines,
f the Minister of Mines, Victoria, Ki

Coal Creek “Nichel
Year Canada U, S. Total Canada Ue Se Total
1920 58,546 338,466 397,012 74,354 70,130 1h4, 484
1921 49,535 320,410 369,945 35,932 133,889 169,821
1922 80,680 191,566 272,246 44,000 102,453 146,453
1923 113,316 284,264 397,580 115,483 33,806 149,289
192 bo,124 43,643 83,767 85,488 7,897 93,385
1925 159,641 223,209 382,850 234,804 1,233 236,127
1926 112,948 174,684 287,632 258,332 574 258,906
1927 102,814 239,502 342,316 258,724 - 258,724
1928 176,275 220,075 396,350 283,582 - 283,582
1929 110,984 212,838 323,822 263,446 - 263,446
1930 102,312 55,478 157,790 195,780 - 195,780
1931 77,389 27,354 104,743 184,775 - 184,775
1932 61,633 11,394 73,027 179,130 - 179,130
1933 464300 4,366 50,666 192,627 131 192,758
1934 79,270 9,279 88,549 234,025 722 234,747
1935 63,042 20,615 83,657 266,218 1,737 267,955
1936 59,675 29,250 88,925 302,535 9,315 311,850
1937 71,370 33,068 104,438 247,948 9+950 257,898
1938 68,163 34,500 102,663 225,201 12,900 238,101
1939 69,611 30,930 100,541 315,095 26,890 341,985

Corbin

Year Canada U. Se Total Year Canada U. S. Total
1920 72,176 70,746 142,922 1930 158,841 21,274 180,115
1921 18,794 41,032 59,826 1931 218,887 15,669 234,556
1922 14,055 39,432 53,487 1932 225,363 16,271 241,634
1923 7+997 35-633 43,652 1933 170,310 14,091 184,401
1924 39249 19,1 22,383 1934 191,794 13,531 205,315
1925 36,671 24,994 61,665 1935 8,940 739 9,679
1926 47,444 21,975 69,419 1936 - - -
1927 83,940 32,493 116,433 1937 - - -
1928 127,691 19,948 147,639, 1938 - - -
1929 100,177 18,817 119,556* 1939 - - -

o) I 2 ia, ng's Printer,
Oe
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TABLE XXI

Average Weekly Wages for All Adult Male Employees and Those in
the Coal and Lumber Industries in British Columbia, 1920-1940.

~Year All Ad, Male Coal Lumber
Employees Industry Industry
$ $ ]
1920 31.51 3764 32. 47
1921 27.62 32,83 24,70
1922 2729 33.96 25.29
1923 28,05 36496 25,92
1924 28. 39 35.73 26,15
1925 27.821 304 52 25,40
1926 27.99 30.06 25, 56
1927 28,29 2979 2593
1928 28,96 304 50 26+ 53
1929 29,20 30,18 264 54
1930 28,64 29.03 25,69
1931 26.17 28,40 21,09
1932 23.62 28,04 18.73
1933 22. 30 26,80 18,00
1934 23 57 28,11 21, 32
1935 24,09 28,49 22.41
1936 264 36 28475 24,83
1937 26,64 2746 26.81
19138 26470 28,20 26459
1939 26.80 29+ 39 27.14
1940 28,11 28,04 28,83

1The Hours of Work Aet ceame into effect in 1925 and the Male
Minimum Wage Act in late 1925, Consideration must be given
that between 1924 and 1925 there was a general lowering of the
hours of work in many industries; in some cases where workers
were being pald an hourly rate this led to a reduction in the
weekly wage.

Sources
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TABLE XXII

Estimated Value of Production of the Lumbering Industry,
including Loading and Freight in British Columbia, in Thousands
of Dollarsy 1929-1939.

Froduect 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933  19%
Lumber 50,140 32,773 164,738 13,349 15,457 20,337
Pulp & Paper 14,400 164,520 13,508 11,156 10,852 12,373
Shinglﬁﬂ 8'300 4,161 2'721 2.805 “’500 b.375
Boxes 2,437 2,287 1,315 1,100 1,313 1,632
Door' - - - - - -
Piles, Posts, iy

Mine Props 5,500 4,726 2,453 772 h50 487
Cordwd,. , Fece. P

Posts, Mine Tie 1,73% 1,596 1,405 1,576 1,850 1,335
Rallway Ties 2,116 1,253 1,044 502 250 485
Wood-using

Industries 2,100 2,387 1,350 1,014 1,200 1,320

Laths & Mise. 2,400 1,500 1,500 1,125 1,000 1,100
Log Exports h,124 2,492 2,370 1.7Bg 24228 1.93%
2

Pulp Wd. Export 50 42 43 55
Xmas Trees -~ - - - - -
Total 93,301 69,737 4h4,447 35,157 39,155 45,461
Product 1935 1936 1937 - 1938 1939  Aver.!
Pulp & Paper 12,414 14,950 17,214 11,066 16,191 13,625
Boxes 1,720 1,629 24122 1,964 24039 1,712
Doors 1,693 2,718 2,971 1,353 737 . 97
Piles, Posts,

- Mine Props 810 1.“3" 2y 3“‘6 1, 615 1’556 1’665

Cordwd., Fce.
Posts, Mine Tie 1.#23 1,489 l.“29 1,455 1,495 1,511
560 60 0 640

Railway Ties 7 623 5 26
Wood=using

Industries 1,300 1,350 1,500 1,400 1,500 1,432
Laths & Misec. 1,100 1,200 1,400 1,300 1,400 1,263
Log Exports 2,820 2,646 3,782 3,238 3,852 2,709
Pulp Wd. Export 23 11 5 - 11 26
Xmas Trees - - - - 141 14
Total 56,941 72,010 80,872 67,122 88,221 59,912

lAverase is over the years 1930-1939.
Sources British Columbia, Department of Lands, R t o

rinter, - °
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TABLE XXIII

Value of Production of Gold, Silver, Copper, Lead and Zine
in East Kootenay District, 19201939,

Year  Placer Lode Silver Copper Lead Zine

Gold § Gola & 000's & 8 000's $ 000's §
1920 35 500 - 398 341 2.006 2,796
1921 3,600 20 336 .- 1,583 1,948
1922 3,000 - 631 - 3,022 2,511
192 2,000 - 754 - 54677 2,919
192 50200 - 1’812 9 11:769 3.957
1925 b,489 - 2,173 238 17,898 7:274
1926 721 6,636 3,082 1,313 17,043 9,467
1927 2,499 19,452 2,290 7 14,231 8,196
1928 391 15,173 3,266 5§ 13,412 .251
1929 510 4,733 2,682 - 14,697 8,774
1930 119 83 1,991 - 12,330 8,286
1931 3,079 - 1,256 - 64673 59217
1932 9,833 - 1, hoo - 5e312 4,581
1933 11,866 248 1.882 - 6,421 5,984
1934 14,841 379 3,107 - 8,329 7+239
1935 19,144 - 44353 - 104535 64906
1936 19,474 - 3,190 - 14,101 7,718
1937 24,804 2,274 3,711 - 20,71 13,048
1939 19,824 29999 35230 - 11,820 7,001

Sources Brltish Columbia, Departnent or Mines,
Re t of the Minlister o S 5 oltod
. Hughes, A History !Iﬂ",- 1) -

oil3313!11l313553 : unpu

X G
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o 088. Unive. of So g ol s Pe 139,
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TABLE XXIV

Mine Disasters in the Fernie Distriet, 1902-1938,

Date ~ Type Town Deaths & Inj.'s
May 22, 1902 Explosion Coal Creek 128 dead.
Octe & 1903 Outburst Morrissey b dead.
Nov. 18, 1904 Outburst Morrissey 14 dead.
Jan., 8, 1904 Exrlosion Michel 7 deads
Aug, 8, 1916 Explosion Michel 12 dead.
Apre 5, 1917 Explosion Coal Creek U dead,
Aug. 30, 1928 Blowoutb Coal Creek 6 dead,
Apre 13, 1929 Explosion Coal Creek 10 injured.
Septe 20, 1938 Bump Coal Creek 3 dead.
July 5, 1938 Explosion Michel 3 dead.

Source: Fernie nistortcal Association, Back i ui
Il i . 2 Soclal [y Lethbr ey -

TABLE XXV

Number of Pupils in Schools and Average Dally Attendance
in Fernle. 1928‘19“00‘

Yeer TNo. of Aver. Daily  No. in _ No. in

Pupils Attendance g;;do Sr. Matriec.
1928«29 823 749,68 10 -
1929-30 813 729.74 9 -
1930«31 831 771. 22 6 -
1931«32 786 7404 37 - -
1932«33 748 671.81 19 -
193334 686 654440 30 -
1934=35 685 634, 36 27 8
1935=36 652 607+ 55 19 -
1936=37 674 609, 2k 34 -
1937=38 648 594, 58 30 11
1938«39 620 577.92 20 11
1939-40 619 573.80 32 8

- Sources British Colunbla. Superintendent of Eduegfiog,
nnual R , Pub) s, ]




TABLE XXVI

Revenue Derived from the Sale of Firearms Licences, and
Game Tags, 1929-1939, in Fernie, in Dollars.

Yeer Amount Year Amount
1929 2,642, 50 1935 24396425
1930 2o837o50 1936 24360475
1931 6624 50 1937 1,921.00
1932 3.16”.25 1938 24291.,00
19;3 24875450 1939 2,118.75
19 3.“25075
Sources

British COIunbia, Departnont of the Attornoy—
, ncial Gam nn g

TABLE XXVII

Revenue Derived from the Fur Trade, Fines, and Sale of Fur
Licences in British Columbia, 1929-1939, in Dollars.

Year Fines Fur Trade Licences & Fees
1929 9,008,00 474329.89 142,028,222
1930 99572.75 45,161.11 147,660,00
1931 8,645.00 464,091.08 1374:233.31
1932 59493 50 40.363-79 141.269-55
1933 39531.00 Ll ,167.48 135,876.94
1934 59227.82 47,102,811 149,955,111
1935 49399 50 49,831.95 148,689, 64
1936 34965,00 52, 196.2 157, 647.30
1937 59332, 50 3306970 8 177.771-33
1938 597294 50 +963.87 192,024,07
Sourcet British Columbla, Department of the Attorney-

e Provincial Game C issio
ng's nter, - .

General, Re [}

1929-1939, Victoria,
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TABLE XXVIII

Arrears of Taxes in Fernle, 1925-1939, in Dellars.

Year Amount Year Amount Year Amount

1925 20,723 1930 18,079 1935 264924

1926 21,928 1931 19,872 1936 275797

1927 20,743 1932 25,910 1937 25,423

1928 244971 1933 324755 1938 22,092

1929 20,431 1934 29,4537 1939 18,507
Sources

Britiah COIunbla. Department of Munlolpal Arraira.
Report of the ster of Munic

TABLE XXIX

Sales of Liquor, including Beer in Fernle and Michel,
19281939, in Dollars.

Fernie Michel
Year Net Profit Year Net Profit
1928«29 67 ,425.00 1928-29 27,414,00
1929«30 59,001,.87 1929~30 27,445,10
1930-31 62,024, 28 1930~31 23,117.21
193132 684874405 1931=32 19,3174 59
1932«33 374 3684 20 1932-33 13,253.18
1933=34 279664 24 1933«=34 11,066,63
1934=35 23,4964 30 1934=35 13'987043
1935«36 23,009.31 1935=36 12,967.31
1936=37 24,051.41 193637 17,710.53
1937=38 2542044 54 1937-38 18, 287.81
1938«39 26,165492 1938=39 18.6380
Sources

British Colunbia, Liquor COntrol Board,ax
! nt :




«169=

/

-ordews ‘Lbbi A&ut\Cnh s,bury ‘emeyQ ‘QrpI[EO) WO co_mm_Sccou_omom.m.id.o +40d3Yy ,mmmc@U :979n0Gg

Youl 1 O SI1W 00r :3(edG

Tdvw

Ry UIBY4ION }€2u5) =
Ay P1IP™Y ueIpeuRy) o




~170=

B.C. Alla,

Koofenay R.

W

%

)
il R. :
al
snest
Voohnaq R ke
B:';‘l’zv
Fernie Qlorbin
Ward
Jd#ralf .
Elka
Scale: ILmiles torinch - ® Canadian Faufic Ry.

@ Coal-bearing Strata = Great Northern Ry.

=% Fastern Berhish Columbia Ry
=+ Morrissey, Fernie® Michel Ry.

MAPIL

Source Canadu D:,par‘fmen#afm-nes Coal Fields of
DrlhshColumbe Otlawa G'uvemmenf?rmhnq

Bureav, 1915, diaqram I.°




[N

.
§ = M
i
.
-
.
«
£ B

.

-

Ty e

ke O3

2
S



Surnemes _SL0AN Given Nemess JW//L//7) [AUEXANDER

Place of Births DRUMHELER ALTAH Date of BATths SEATEWIBER I/, /92>

Educational Institutions Attended, with Dates of Entering
and Leavings

NOTRE DAME CNIVERSITY OF /VELSON /963 te /764
to

Degrees, Diplomas, Etc., Awarded, with Dates and Names
of Institutionst

B.A. 1966 MNotre Dapme (/hll/é’/é‘/? or Ne/sor

Honours and Awardss

Univers oy of ictora. School of Cradva . Styaies (Fevared
J

1966/6 7 and 1967 /6%

Publicationss






