
THE CRO ES P S DURING ~ DEPRESSIO I 

SOCIO CO O IC BI STO I OP 

SOUTHEAST B I TISH C0LU lAt 

1918-1939 

by 

ILLI AL XANDER LO .. 

B •• , .1 otr D Uni r 1t or l on, 1966 

A THE IS SUB UTT I ARTIAL FULFILL NT 

0 · UIR • TS O T E D E 0 

M 

1n th 

© I I 

U IV 

0 ARTS 

or 
1 torr 

O VIC 0 IA 

19 8 

LIB:,-.. 
Victoria, 8 C.. 



UT ORa 

St 

I SITI O VIC10RI LI 

A ruse IP ESIS 

AU O ITY ODIS I U 

y lent or 1orot1l co 1 am e 

(a) 1tho tr tr1ot1on 

(b) W1th th tr1et1o th t, 
ror a r10d or r1 1 ars 
(un 11 ___ ,......,.."P'II'-'_) th 
written p v l of th • 
follow1 1 r quires 

(1) 

utb r ( 2) Th 

( 3) th tb C 
School ot 

tud1 , 

, School 
S Ud1 

• t Author _______ _ 

belo, o 1v 
or th he 1, 

nt or he uthor 1r 1 1 
n 1 e quotation, 
1 whol or 1n 

1 tur or orro r d.r •• te 

~~ l l)~-S \"'I'{ 0 F=" 

~ \Ci?)~IA I ' . C ' 



TRAC 

u erv1 ora Dr. ld • 07 

h decade or th "th1rt1es" had rotolllld tteots on th 

eoono 1c and oc1al tructure of c nad . Con id r ble r oh 

h s xpo ed th tr ot h t jor1ty• but h1 tor1 n haT 

t nded to . l:, h gen r ftee 1n th r ol1t1cal 

or eogr ph1cal ar 

Tb Crow n t P 

top rt1cular loo lea or cono 1c unit . 

rea of South• tern Br1t1 h Col b1 h 

n tr t d 1n uoh 

h thr - ye r l 1n tr o td t1n the 1 t orld 

r w nded 1n mo t 1th e return t or nro -

r1ty b 19?). u in ., re h uch- h rald ro r1t7 

w a u rt1c1al t t . 0 t the d C , co t 

a ourc of ner y er r u ly ,'Dl C d b 011 her 

ea 11 tran ·orted tu l • T e r 11 h1ch h d 1nte -

rel role 1n pr - ar ro p r1t er 1n con tent d1ff1culty rter 

the ar. number t co tl tr1 g d by th 1t d 1 

orker of r1c 1n toe of cut · e.nd r1o 1c 1 :,- oft" 

further r duo d co order . ntrano of u r1or 1 rta 

do es 1o coe1 1nto t curt 11 d ar outl fltrly tilled 

by r1t1 h Colum 1 te coal .. of the 0 1 1nere 

fo a ubs1dy t h t ould allo . co t1 1on 1t1tb nn 11 n1 col 

for centr 1 Cansdian 0 r _t 11 tor t ariff the 

Unit d Stat n t p co 1 u "'ll 1n h 

-1 • 
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r1 1d- e t ar t • h co · 1 d re lt ot th tor -

tio d f ctor ro tr d e onl 

Crown t P s . throughout t h to d c 

orld W • 

jor 1 tr t th 

pr1or to h s com 

heono 1 s tion of the r 1on l d o 1 ' e r un -

loJm nt. Inatru n s tor rel1 r of th un lo ,d h d no n 

creeted 1n h c d befor 1929. Charity w ly 1n he 

of e olen 001 t1 ho r ften 11 1t d b . 

o r ouro s . . . th t1 th or 1 n f'fect of orld. e 
' 

depre 1on ff11ct d th r -•• r 1d t er h ned to ecl1n-

1 cono 1c oond1t1on • 

o 1al .r u ·hi e cc n1 the 1 trou cono 1e 

r e ion, 1n e 1 sev r hlp on h 1 di nt, cu d 

Jor adJu t nt 1n h ir th1 • rou ion r t lt 1n 

a st v r c c of hwa r 1 1on hips the 

ch C r of o ur ch • cho l • 

1t frat r oc1 ti 

Th t 1tude 0 nt f 

th .b111ty to 0 rly elo 

red . who 

of r vin 

cl b • ol1t1 

r fore d to 

111 u er n 

educ 

to 

for r t1r nt 

t 

rt1e, ho -

ch 

to 

• 

s ur1ty 

11 

on a r ~ ub 1st no with no h tor t P. futur • 

Pr r ot u 11c o inion on th ov r t ro ht ction 

only to at1 f 1 1 um 11 lcal e 1 nts. C th en 1r 

r 0 cono 1callf t dol uld tt1oe. 

0 ly • 1 tr 1n1 could h ve th 1tua-

t1o th rd of 11 1 roe 1n C da dur1n 

l th t t h d oad h t t 1n tb Crow• 



n t P in 1 or d . 1 nt w • ro l 

thro h rad cal union• un plo oc1 t1o loo. l 1-

1t1oal part1 • he demand.a ot t he re 1d nt were not tr t d 

r1ou 17 b1 19:36 cause of h r 1 Rt1v ro r1ty of th r t 

of C da. 1'he 1 k ot r ons t o th l ght or th1 col 1n1ng 

r ion aJ'ld th 000 panying st1 th t en lo d th 1 1genta• 

par 1t 1e cond.1tio u lled all th ir 1n1 t1at1••• t not 

ult1ng 

1ncre ed coal o r tor th ro n t 1nes h t r 1 WU 

pl c don min l bour and her 11et rol aw ,re reduc d . 
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CHAPTER I 

ECO OMIC BASES OP THE BEGIO 

In the trad1t1onal 1ndu tr1 l countr1e popUlat1on and 

industry tends to conoentr t a.rou n tural resource or 

w1th1n ready access of tral'lspor t t1on routes. However 1n 

Canada, the large t coal res rv s are loc ted 1n 1 olated 

areas, far from the lndu trial enter of the t1on. 

In the West , vast quant1t1 s of coal did not beco 

available until the transcontinental r 11 ys d th o n1ng 

of the prairies provided arket. As eonsequenc of the 

g olog1cal loe t1on of the coal deposits and the relatively 

recent ava1lab111ty of the pr1ne1p rs rves, 1 u trial 

d v lop ent in C nada was fore d to re ort to other ource 

of energy. The st. La nee lowland 1n th 1ndustr1al heart 

or Canada had tor ly on the Appal ch1an coal field of the 

United States to fill its requ1r ents. Sh1pp1ng of coal 

from Nova Scotia and Cape Breton Island, and from the Western 

Provinces could b und rtaken only und r serious cop t1t1ve 

handicaps . 1 

The v st deposit of co 1n·th Cro n st Pa are 

of British Col b1a lay 1n th shado or this geographic dis• 

1w. T. Easterbrook and Hugh G. J . Aitken, Canadian Eeono 1c 
H1stori, Tor., ac 111 Co., 1967, PP• 523-524. 
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v t did not beco e econo 1cally 1 port tun 11th 

lat decade of the nineteenth c ntury n 1 cov ry or or 

bod1e ade 1n the Wet Koot nay. Att ntion a then 

d1r ct ·d to n ed for fac111t1es to tran rt thence s y 

coal for s elter reduction furnac • The history of th 

dev lo ent of the Crow nest P e of Br1t1 h Columb1 

nd d 1th th fulfillment of th1 es nt1al service 

by the con truct1on of the Cro n t ranch of th Ca 1 

Pac1f1o Rail ay 1n 1898 the Gr at orth rn Rail ay fro 

Gat BYt ont 1n 1902.2 

1th the ntry of J es J. Rill , the riean ra1lro 

and 1 ustr1 tycoon, 1nto the d1r otor h1p of th Cro •s 

e t P s Coal Co pan, in 19013 and the co pl tion of bi 

ra1lro into the 

th Cr wsn st P 

er1can 1d 

co field 

t 1n th toll . ng .. 
ind libly linked to 

larg etallurg1eal ra1lro t. I u try 1n we tern 

Mont , Idaho w h1ngton oon b o reliant on the 

coalfields the st. La enc lowland 1ndu trial co 

a on the Penns lvan1 coalfield . 4 

As coal 

th numerou 

kets mu hroo d 1n r pone to fuel de and or 
lt r; 1n the P c1f1c North st and outh rn 

2T. A. D1ckard, • B1 tor of Cal n1 
b1 ,• The 1ner, July, 1942, • 29. 

4 e T bl XX. 

in Br1t1 h Col-

Saarold • Inn1 • • ft r the Crown t 
P l • ... s~e .. t .. tl;;;:.;;;;pp~-=---~~~~--................. 1.n1 ... ne; ___ F_r_o_n_t_1_e_r __ , 
Tor., I cmillan co. , 



British ol b1 , n ber of cces 1ble co 

1n the Cro sne t P ss. Th or11 coal s 

eams e ope d 

1n the Vall 7 

of Coal Cr ek ere supple ent din 1898 b evolo ent of rs• 

rv sat 1chel Cre k, tw nty•t ile north,6 and 1n 1901 b7 

the op ni of 1nes ar the 1nt r 

with the Elk B1v r, ten 1les to the 

Prosp rity of the co :un1t1 

ction of -Morrisey Cre ~ 

outh. 7 

h1eh gre aroulld the mine 

sites as o t oompl tely rell ton the state of the coal 

industry, w1th the xception of P rn1e, whose d1vers1ty ot 

commercial int re t att~act d the residents of the mall r 

towns and the lumb r worker fro the 1sol t d camps. ern1 's 

prosp rity cl1 axed t the end of th F1r t orld War n 

41 ,SOO opl resid d 1n th co un1ty._ The ohel coll1er1es 

d veloped into the t duct1v in the •p ss•8 and the r -

sper1ty of the to d1rectl7 p all l th t of the 1 s; 

e population of pro:rl.m tely 21 000 as r oh din 19 0 

b tore declining 1n t he •t nt1e • "thirties" t 

nty 1ner fro Cape Br ton Island began toe 111n 
co t Coal Cre kin 1897 althou th C 1an P c1f1c 
R 1lway (hereaft r rer rred to CPB) did not reach mi 
unt111898 and Coal Cr , f1v 1le a , until 1899. 

7The F rnie coal ba 1n 1 p ar shaped v ley 1th 1 t 
portion to th north. It ha le th ot about J4 

ax1 um 1dth in the v1c1n1ty of ern1 of 12 1le 
oov rs an are of approx1 t ly 230 quar ile 1 11 of 

hieh 1s underlain by co • Ero ion 1n these field h 
r lted in prov1d1ng aces to the sat the valley 
1 v 1, thu not only f c1l1t t1 ini oper t1ons but ro~ 
v1d1ng co it1ons for r 11¥ co unic t1on th the 1t of 
o er t1ons . D scr1pt1on 1n C a, R pgrt of the Roy 
Comm1 s1on on Co 1 1946, 1947, • 44. 

Michel co had o t de 1r bl coking qual1t1 t w s 
1ly ace ss1ble and c ntr ly locat d . 

\ 
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f1 hundred. 9 

/The f te ot the to of orr1 :,10 which ew aro 

the Cr 's e t Pa Co 

fortunat • The to h 

1903; new pr, 

p y ine 0 

gro 

ned 1n 1901, not o 

h 1902 and 

en tint 

er d thro 

op r t1on1 and ub tant1al r s1dent1al bu ins co un-

1t1 flouri hed. Ho ev r, xpan ion or the co unity 1 v l• 

led off 1n 1903 and 1904 wh n dangerou •outbur t • of gas11 

ill d n b r of n and it w fou th t the co 1n the 

are no r u1t ble for th two hundr d forty co 

ov ns h1ch h rec ntly n co plet d . 12 By 1910 orris y 

in wer bando d by th Co an7 the co unity oo 

d1 pp • 
1 11 f t t d th co unity of o er, ei ht 

11 north of P rn1e, h1ch h e olv d around the C ad.1 

P 1f1c 1 y 1n o n 1 1906. Th mine 

9A l co unit 1 
the re un1t 

J . J . D 
H1stor:y 
of Br1t1 

ll•ou 
ion of 

otten r t 
caus d . coll 
eo t t r ov • 

12FH I op. c1t. , P• 41. 

• 

ly tot 

b:, th 
s ve 

ly gs 
t t 

e1t. , PP• ---
t 

• 
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aranteed coal upply for the C 1 P c1f1c melt r t 

T:r l wh1ch had b en p alyzed by r peated strike ga1nst 

th Crow• Net P s Coal Co pany. Uhen the Intern t1onal 

Co Coke Co P&DT of Bla1rmor nter d into contract 

with Canadian P 1f1c to upply up r1or quality of coal to 

that p duced t Ho er 1n 1914. th co unity or n arly 

J,OOO a b on d. 13 

A company town not hel 1n th hands of the Crow's et 

P'as Coal Co pany hich prop rd 1n the first qu rt r of th 

century a the co unity or Corbin. Founded in 1908 by the 

te of Spokane, D. c. Corbin, who had co olid-

t d n ber of branch line into the r 11w y n t rk kno 

s the Spok e Inter t1onal, the town pro pered s produo r 

of t co for eric ourc of do tic 

fir 1n the ost pro-

ductive are of the mine reduc its value considerably 1n 

1913,14 but prod ct1on cont1nu d until 1935 h n jor 

tr1k, cu 

d1m1n1 h1 

bandonment. 

at le t p t1ally by condition bro ton by 

ark t profit , r ulted 1n its clo 

Th • Fl th ad e r1enc d a remark bl r1od of 

growth hich cl1 x d bout 1920 when 

6,000 s reach d. 15 The co unity u d 

pul t1on of ov r 

th bro et rot 

14John ahey, =I=nl===--=w.-.;.;.••-D~• ...... c~•---=--=-=..-i;:;;;;;...,.;:;.,__..i;:;:;,._ 
e ttl, Univ. of W , 1965, 
15s T bl II . 

, 
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suco o t e 1 tr1et F rn1e. Th Co Co bv1ou 1:, 

co~ider d th tall of 1ts op r at1on 1n Br1t1sh Col b1 

o ~d cent r on th1 1ctur squ c1ty itu ted on d helt 

Elk Biv r, for no in r op n d ne r it to .. 
s1t XC pt tor co 1thin it contin s 

until 1932, the co unity w llution-free. t 1t begin-

n1ng rn1 h all th char ct r1 tic of th co 1n1 

h ck to • f( Ho ver, ft r th t1r of 1908 1t ro into 

very ub \;anti well-construct d co un1t:,16 1ng 

public build1 • V d tr et, nt 1d • b:, th ' 
e ly *th1rt1e • 1t could 

1r rt, public ut111t1e; 

e r y t m. Lb ll d by 

t of utitul p k, lie 

q t ate or and 

•th 

Pitt burgh of th st", the city h SU 1v d t O d V t ti 

f1r ' vr cr1 pl1 trike• to 00 table co -

unity of ov r 4,00017 th h1ghly di r ified co rc1 

t bli h nt vi orou oc1 cl1 t • 

Th co un1t1 in h initially ere 

ti d n 1th r 001 ly n r co ly th th 

All road tr 11 into th had th 1r or1g1 

16Att r th fir ot 1908 1 city by• l r quir 
1 1th1n t · b to be of fir 
truetion. I nt th Ch tar, a fo 

of the Crow' t Co o 1 (h tr 
th CNP Co o r nt of Co 

for o to th pr c ntury. 

17 e T bl III . 

18J . Hugh 
1strict of on. , un 

t Co t . 18 

in th 

1 buil -
of con .. 

r lo7ee 
t rred to 

P rnie 

t 

I 
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Unit d St tes, the south rn interior of r1t1sh Columbia 

a gen rally held to p rt ot the •1n1 E p1re• which 

1nclud de tern Oregon, W h1ngton, w t rn ont 

ldaho. 19 The r l connection vi th Gr t orthern 11nk 

the •p s• to Spok e and tr vell r oft n follo d erican 

routs when vaoat1onlng. 20 es of t1o l ture u ually 

C by w y of the Am r1can pr s 1n th l t •t nt1e • 

wh n r 10 bee e new ed1um, any Crow net P re 1dents 

1rr voo bly 11st n d to r1oan broadc t. ohool co 

r held ag 1n t the n ar st ajor cop t1tors h1ch 

ere 1ther fro K 1 p 11, ont ors kan , w n1n ton. 21 

Econo 1c ly the Crow st P district a or in-

cl1n d to ti with the province to the t, part1oul ly 

Albert . ' In l 97 rate t vour bl to tr n rt t1on of t ple 

good fro the Pra1r1 Pro inc to the •p s• h d been intro-

due d by the C di P 1f1c R l y to in.er s th 

on pty boxc 

th Kootenay 

co 1ng wet to return th coal 

22 • Ge tie 1th Alb rt, 

l9lb1d. 

2 vert1 nt in th 
to FP) arly inc 
Gre orth to u. s. 

p 

:,lo 

or fro 

t1eul-

2l•A6-·•-al D bat b ten ern1e High School Kali 11 
High School, Loe and Gen r ,• ..,.l, Nov. 18, 1938, P• 5. 

22on F b. l, 1897, rate on in, flour, h , etc 
1n carlots ere reduced fro 10 to 30 c nt per h 
tot nty•o Koot nay o1nt. tes on butt r, ch 

ggs re redue d by ount from 15 to 65 e nt p 
weight . Blanket rt s re g1v n to 1 Koot y o 
dr d poultry, ats, ho c d frozen f1 h p -
1 house product . Inn1 , cit. , p. 308. 
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tho 
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1 h th 

th r1 

t Co tor 
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r or r e 1 t1c th 

n wl h in ertor c1t1 , a 

v1 rou int r v1nc1 lo d t th 1 trlot . 

I tr:, in h t Koo n ar • conr1n to co 

1 d.ur1 th of th1 cen-

tury• th 1 tt r 1 

fo r . h 

coal. 1n 

r1 01' r 1 con ru t1o 0 n1 

t h 

th 

1 u try. L ber 1n1t1 ly w 1r tor c to hou con-

rue 1ori or r , top ov1 rail 

hou s roll1 toe • 1th th 

111 1n he •Pa • tu.rth r c 

prop ·• d f 111t1 

1ch he 1n a 

tructlon, 1th th of Pr le 

d1t1 n, h c f tone 1c • 

n t br hot the C 1t1 

11 with th 11 P vine 

rol1f1c er 1 1 

n C l 

1 ' uch ot h1oh 

• tat1 
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t ardner, aldo and Jaffr Y• T1 c p 1n the Bull 1 r 

dra1 e, t Canal Flats in the U per Koote y V 11 y and at 

Yahk 1 we t of Cr brook upplied the C 

railroad ti b r . 25 

1 P c1f1c with 

The c1t1 s of Fern1e Cranbrook evolv d s bu in s 

enters for th logging c p h1ch dotted the ar • taple 

eommod1t1 • coo od t1on, enterta1 nt f c111t1 

sport t1on link were rout d throu h the two co 

The end of. lumbering 1n th East Kootenay 

t tr -
26 un1t1 • 

et-

feet d by th large- oale lo g1 and n erou firs h1cb 

afflict d the are• co b1ned with th lo s of hum r ou 

to the 1r t orld ar. P rt1cularly erious wer th any 

fire which h re et dly de t ted l r are of h coun-

try, mini the 011 t o the t te wher st tr cts ere tot-

ally unproduct1v . 27 rthe or the deed h1ch ended in 

1914 1tn sed the virtual e of th gr1cultural frontier 

and 1t tt ndant d mand for l ber. After 1914 the front1 r 

mov d north into the Pace B1ver country which h 

t1 b r resoure to up rt 1t o po ul t1on. nth en 

of the East Koot nay return rro th ar thy fo th 

l ber 1ndu try was almost t tand t1ll . y of the l -

b r orker oved north 1nto t Upp r Columbia Riv r ~dr 1 

and er bsorbe 1nto newl~ v lop1 fore t 1nd.u tr1e . 

25 ere r, o . cit . , p 

26ii11ton Young, E 
n. b. , Ju1y 7, 19 

27 ercer, op. c1t. , PP• 20-21. 

3g1P5 o the Cro , n. •• 
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A f e obta1n de plo nt 1n th ex and.1 tallur 1cal 1n-

dustry t Tr 11 am K1 b rl y ut cons1derabl n b r r 

r fore d to join plo ent 

the rank or une ploJed which s 11 d th the r -a or tion 

of F1rst World War v terans . 28 

1oultur 11vel1hood did not beco fore 1n 

th Crow net Pas. The ol1m t of the re 1on, though r l t-

1v l od rt w v r ly th h1 h t1tu e; 29 

and. the oold 1nter JO 1n co bi t1on with or oil oond.1t-

1on Jl 11 1t d 1eultur to 1n1 • R tr1ct d by he 

qu 1f1c t1on h1ch re r vour bl t o th develo 

or 1n1ns, the sh lo, to o1l requ1r d fert111 t1on a 

w 11 s c reful t1ll w bund on the f -
ti rd ow and ranch1 

oth r crop could not b ra1 ed. A fews all f 

ranoh on th f w bl nch s o the 1k River. 

The ad ent ·of a !cultural soc1at1on 1n the "t nt1 • 

influenced gre t 1 ro n in the t ard cul­

t ture, p t1cularly in the Ticinity of P r nie o, 

29Alt1tudes ranged fro 2,4SO 
v l y n by ount 1n r 
D nholm1 op. c1t., P• 4. 

JOw1nter et during 
te pr tur . r e fro f 
low a forty de e s b lo 
J • 22, 193 , l and •~W'l, .. ~·ft 

1935, P• 1. 

to J,100 t et 1n th l o 
d fro 7 , 000 to 9, 000 f 

r co ues unt1 
level to ou ro 

r 
t . 

•Aver e no 1,• _ 
lSJ Inch , • FFP, Jan. 1, 



g ograph1cal co 1 t1ons h1 ered 1z ble influx to th l 

By 1918 the econo y or the Cro n t P h r ched 

prosperous plateau. Th aver we kly w g of coal 1ner 

exceeded th averag 1 u trial w e 1n the province by ore 

than five dollar . 32 The mine wer t max1 e plo 

eet dem s for coal to lt the vast quantity ot et r -

quired 1n warti e . J) Shorta of anpo er 1n the rvic shad 

offs t the eff ot ofter 1n tion of l beri 

Koot nays and ful.1 emplo ent b c e an c ept 

th durat1on of the ar. 

in the E t 

fact ov r 

How er, 1th return top aceti e cono y, reduc 1on 

of the rt s of production put any men out of or the 

s1t t1on as inten 1f1 d en thou r turn1 v t er-

· an ent .r d the l bo foro . Sold1 r 1n rel1 f 11 A 

· and survey obe e• en who h cc e 

alth through art1.me 1 u try 1le th re ,-1 1 

live for their country. Consequently h n id s voe t1 

public o rsh1p equal1 t1o or al.th re 

er well r c1 v d by the d s1dent l nts. 

The One Big Union th pr1nc1 anife tat1on ot 

th1 d1 nt a1ned con 1d r bl.e f vour cro th coun-

try. In the Cro ne t p th 0 ent rollo 1ng . 

w1th agnitUde co only 0 that of W1 • In 1 ion 

to the var1ou fore hich c 1n th ooal 

industry of the e t th on1n r 1c un1on d1 rupted 

328 T ble XXI. 

:3Jinn1s , Settl • 297. 

• 



th fulfillment of x1st1ng arket . Am jor strik s cal-

led in 1919 which last d eight months 1 or stopp ere 

nforo d 1n 1920 and 1922. The s1tuat1on reached a cl1 ax dur-

duce wages int ce of d t r1or ting rld arkets . 34 An un uc­

c :fUl str1k en u d h1ch broke the b ck of th 1 bour ov • 

ent 1n the •p s• aJ'Jd aw 1ners return to ork t dr st1c 117 

r due d w g s . 

In August of 1923 financial calamity of diff r nt 

natur struck the c1 t1z ns of rn1e . · 'he Ho e B of Canada, 

one of the bus1e t branches in th e1ty, f11 d for b rup~c7 

suspend d th p ent of d sit . 35 The eit1z n lot 

h :v1ly d p inroads r 

any r ident which add d to 

institution . 

1nto the lif 1ng of 

wi d1stru t of xi ting 

The t1r t 1nd.1e tion of d clin1 ar et tor Cro net 

hen r uction p ss co flt 1 ed1 t ly ft r the 

of gov rnm nt order for copp r forced closure of th Granby 

sm lter, valuable custo er of the Coal Company co- h r 

of an o er. 36 b rt co ntered into the British Col b1a 

3Snenho , o. cit. , P• 85. 



market tor the first tie in th e 11 tw ntie • and d1 • 

pl c d small portion of the mar et_ 7 h Fordney- oC ber 

tariff 38 tog th r .. 1th the us of Cnl.ifornia 011 s tuel by 

locomotive of the Gre t Northern 1lway put an nd to 

prof1tabl outlet39 1n the Unit d St te • the ma1nst of 

Crowsnest Pass coal m kets. In addition to est1Il$ way 

th railway ark t of the P c1f1c orthw st, th s 1toh from 

co -fuel d steam pow r to 011 and hydro-electric po er el'lded 

a large portion of the eta1lur 1cal 1 ustr1 

th r a . 40 

Simultaneou to the d ol1ne 1n ooal orders the term• 

i tion of logg1 ct1v1ty 1n the "P ss, decreas in em loy• 

ment wa exp r1eno d. 41 I di t 17 follo th end of the 

37ironnage ot coal brought 1nt Br1t1 h Columbi froJI Albert a 
191.5 54,860 1927 187,028 1931 193,060 1935 221,758 
1920 1281850 1928 262,198 1932 lJ6~188 1936 2441 928 
1925 117,0.37 1929 247,060 1933 119,026 1937 269,023 
1926 127,a;a 1930 221,JSs 1934 123.968 

· Department of Min , Am1Ual . Report of the 
~~......-..--~~ioiiiioii~• ( hereafter r r rred to as ARMI: ) • l o, 

• P• !iJZ, 19)8, • G9. . 

38samuel El1ot or1 on1 Th tory of the American 
Peo e, • •• Oxford Un1v. P• 923. 

39Mr. Neill, M. P., Como nu., "T iffs out off Pernie 
· GUC:i.i.4•• Parl1 Bou e or ons, Official 

Y 9, 1933, P• 4766. 
40Inn1 • s ent and the 304, 315-Jl?. 

41A post-war high of 1 1 774 men mplo7ed 1n Est Koot nay oo 
ines in 1921 d 11n d to 1,538 1n 1922 and exc pt dur1ng th 

1924 l bour strife, aver ed about 11 400 until 1928 hen 
light inore se was xp rl e d du to b rt of peeulativ 

aot1 v1 ty 1n bas etal w1 th ttendant coal de ands for melt-
1 • F1.gur of employment not alw y ecur te s1nc in 
sl ck times miner orked only on or t day p r week. S e 
T' ble XVIII and Inn1 • Settle ent afJd th . Frontl r I P• Jl6. 
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First World War th economic problems of the rea er furth r 

ace ntu ted by the number of r e turned veterans se ki or . 

period of exceed1ngly lo ployment, d1soord 1n labour• -

ageme. t relations nd 1ncreased oc1al aid to indigent c1t1z ns 

s exper1 need. By the m1d tt nties" many of the unemploy d 

in the "Pa "mov on to plo ent in altern tiv i ustr1ea 

h1oh w r ex ri nc1ng unprecedented expan 1on. Al though 

m1grat1on of the surplus l bour allowed the ma jority of res1d~ 

ent fuJ.l employment, seasona1 f uctuat1ons of 1mar ets resulted 

1n p r1odic "lay-otts0 and •sl .w•downs•. 



CBAPTEB II 

H.ABDSHIP AND ADJ1.1STMENT 

The depre ion which ffl1cted the cro sne t P 1n 

1930 not a k dly differ nt exp rienee for the r sident 

than the reoess1on which had 

since the First World W • 

en taking place in th area 

1ner h d xper1enc d dr tic 

cut in ages 1n 19241 had suffered per1od1c reduction 

th r ft r . 2 Production had decreased to the st t here 

annual umm r l yotf were the rul, and full employm nt s 

seldom exp r1enc ven at reduced ages . When th ver 

depression prec1p1tated by the all street "er sh" cued 

devastat1 oono 1c rec ion in Western Canad I t he de 

of r tr nchment 1n the Cro net P s • less dr st1c 1ne 

the economy of the area wa r e t lo bb. J I 

everthel as, the nt r of 1929-1930 s a critic 

period for many unemploy d p ople s ince the in trument of 

d1 tributing relief had not yet be n created. At Co Cr e 

nearly four hundred en er pe ently d1 m1 sed in the aut• 

umn of 1929 and the bal ce were rk1ng half-tie or little 

ls e T ble XXI . 
2Br1 ti h Col b1 , Dep ....... ,l".Wlant of Labour, ............... -1Wiiii .. , 1930, 

P• L7. 
J•s1tu tion Di cu sed,• P, Feb. 14, 1930, p. 1. 

-15-
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as to days per week.4 A cruc1al situ t1on developed when 

the limited charities were unable to aocomodate the growing 

relief demandsS and the burden of providing rel1et am rrang-

1ng public works fell on the mun1o1pal1ty of Eern1e . 

ent on cit -o ed water yste 1 prov nts s a portioned 

among the indigent and permits to cut and tre.nsport wood t'rom 

the park were 1ssued. 6 The unemployed were thw rted 1n 

attempt to obtain free coal from the Crow's Net Co 1 Co pany, 

but were allo ed the same privil ge as the 1ner who obt ined 

coal at less than retail oost.7 Resolutions by Fernie City 

Council demanding immediate aid tor the unemployed outside the 

city 11m1ts were sucoesstul to the extent th t highway improTe-

ment project were und.ertaken, but fter onth' dur t1on 

these were suspended due to a 1 ck of funds. 8 

4•send or Telegrams,•_, Y 2, l9JO, P• 1. 

Srn 1929 the Fernie branch of the Canadian Legion donated 
407.85 for groceries, beds and eals for the ne dy; 400.69 

wa spent on rel1et projects tor the unemployed and of th1, 
200 wa don t d by City Council while 273.15 was given to 

other charities. • ern1e Legion Aet1v1t1es,• FFP, Dec. 121 
1929, P• 6. The Ladies Benevolent Soo1 ty, on of the le ing 
char1tabl organizations, provided tullds tor only seven t il-
1es during the tall ot 1929. •c1ty Council ~eet1 ,• 1 1d. 
Figures from other ben volent organizations were not ubl1shed 
by the FFP, but beoau e the t quoted re th onl re arly 
reporteddonor to the unemployed their contributions would 
undoubtedly represent the bulk or volunt ry rel1 r. 

6By M rch 1930, thirty e 1t had been 1s ue fr cutting 
wood in the park. •city Council Meeting,• Ff, ar. 7, 19301 
P• 1. 

7• ayor Makes Statement,•__!, Oct. 10, 1930, p. 1. 

8The t1cles •To U h111 Gets Busy,• FPP, Feb. 14, 19JO, 
p. 4, •Road work Underway,• FP, Feb. 21-;-!930, P• 1, •city 
Council Meeting,• 1 1d., d--W-Coal Creek ote ,• FFP, 
ar. 28, 19JO, P• tr'portra,- the extent or the public works. 



es1d nts of the co unity of 11chel- tal er 1m11-

ly ffect d by d ol1n1 rkets. Although so e ner er 

only e ploy don or t d ys er e k exper1ene d s ver 

hardships, there 

Ud th t a1"f11ct 

re no large-so e dismissals of the agnit-

Co Creek , by xt ns1on, Fern1e. 9 

1chel• at co • due to its superior qual1t1es e of 

recovery, re tained pr oportionately l ger rket than that 

of the Co Creek colliery·, the co unity benefited ooord-

1 Y• 

S1m1lar to ichel- atal, Corbin was compl etely d end• 

ent10 on the co pany and i ts coal ket . How ver, th r • 

id nts of the co unity enjoy d the os t s t bl condition 1n 

the Crow net P s dur1 thee r ly ye s of th de r ion. 

Th Corbin Coal Coke Cop Li it dll relied inly on 

the ste coal ar et , h1ch r son bly cont t th 1r 

1nes bee e noted for the larg st per c pita production or 
any f1 ld 1n the t ot It not un 11 00 -cut-

ting aoh1n ry l rg l bour :v1 ste shov 1 r 

9• 1chel tal ote ,• FPP, Oct. 17, 1930, P• 4. 
also Table XIX. -

lOThe Corbin Co and Cok Co any owned l pro rt 1n 
t he towns1te unt11 a f w onths befor the str1k of 1935 
wh n hou es sold to tho hod 1red th • 

ll1n 1929, reorgan1z t1on or 
o Co 1n Coll1 r1 Lt . •Loe 

1929, P• 5. 

h 
• 6, 

121n 1918 the rt of out ut for ach m underground 
21066 ton for 291 d y y • 1ghest co par 1ve out ut 
1n Coal Creek ines as 1,355 ton 1n 1941 t 1chel , 
1,,544 tons 1n 1942. The co Corbin was clo e to the 
urf c d ooal-cutt1ng r could b u d . H gh • 

op. c1t. , P• 91. 



-is ... 
introduced tha t union op 1t1on d1 ply b jor trike 

fore d elo ure of th in in 1935. 1 3 

The 1tua t1on 1n the c1ty of P rni du 1n the er 

and autumn of 1930 1 prov d only 11 tly. Ho v r, a syst 

of r g1 tration of une ploy d w 1ntroduc d which ut nto 

the hand o th city conor t e 1d nee o t he d1l nd 

nt o extract d fro 1nc1 l r ov-inst 

ernm nt • 14 I n add1t1on, the 1 t 11 hed l ocal 

res1 ence qua.l1f1ca t1on, which 

and r eq ired ninety da' r s1d c 

t 1n d . 15 un1c1 l rel1 f or 

summ r of 1930 but very l 1ttl w 

ted th fed r v r 1on 

for r lief could o 

re u 

tuall 

r en t ook the tt1tud th h ci t 

n dur1n th 

cc 11 h d 1nc 

cont ot1 

1n1 public t th xp ns of th n 1 y • 

A f w en intentionally d •lo-do • 1n or er o ext nd 

the projec t a lo s o sibl l6 h1ch r ul 1 h 1r 

ces t1on except for 11 1t d 

The t r 1 t1on of l 

od-cu t1 

- e 

o er t1o • 17 

o er t1on 1n 

the Prair1 Provine w on of th os t d p y flt fore 

h1ch aff ct d th em lo n 1tuat1on in 1930. Th ch 

fir t org 1zed 1r1 1921 r the u ices of th r1t1 h 

Col b1a v plo nt erv1c . 11 gr ted 

lJTb1d. 

l4"C1ty Council M ti 

15~. , Sept. 5, 1930, 

.,• _ , 
• l. 

16Ib1d. • Aug. 22, 1930, P• 1. -

• 1 . 

17• e11 f Wor Commenc d,- _ , Oct. 24, 1930, P• land · 
"Un ployed Problems," FFP, ov. 28, 1930, • 1. 



r dueed rt s dur1 11 1ted period , d men o en ere 

gu ant 1.ni wage plo ent h rve ting sr n by 

th nt Services of the Alb rt and skatch go ern-

nt . h introduction of the combine 19 _au~o ted 

thre h1 20 fter 1926 reduo d the number of . ant h st-

ers but not nough to prevent over 10. 000 Br 

~~~~~12--~n..t.~ro ~e Cr~ -~Nl~~J __ ed Yello had 

a~~-~ _ •--- f~ :e_rt in the harvest of 1928. 21 // Th 

de truet1ve f ore of the physic element th depression 

of ar eta ractio lye d the annual migr t 1on by 1930 hen 

only s i xty- seven r1t1sh Col bi r s1dents ere employed. 

hU an int gr . l bour SQ ty V e ur1 th s er l Y•Off 

of the t ntles s closed tote ro snest 1ner re-

a1 d sc for the balanc · of the epr slon. 

The inter of l9Jl 1n the Cro sn t P ss as extre el 
•,, 

d1ff1cult s oney fro an r 11et 1n trum.ent 1n1t1 ted by 

th f der o r nt23 a slo in negoti ti bureaucratic 

l8Br1 t1 h Col b1 t De t nt of L bour, op·, cl t 1 , 192J. 
p. G42. 

1 9The co bine as chine op r ted by on · an ieh 
eo b1ned the cutting thr hi o r t1on . 

20 h co b1ne eut labour ton • s nth er 1t 
u ed. In 1927 th r ere 195 1ne in b rt, by 1928• 
1 , 095,. · r1t1 h Columb1 , De nt of L ur, op, o1t11 1928, 
P• J49. 

2'! - tot of 101812 Br1t1 h Columb1 orkers h 1. d harve t 
th 19 8 crop. Ibidzr 1931, • E8. 

2213a1g. 

23A11 
1 the r 

teri 

r to b 1th1n the eond t1on s t down 
and Eight our Dy ct, 1930. Only good 

Canadi n · anu1°acture re to be us d and 
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chann l. R 11 f outl y h rod d pprox1 t 17 f1ft 

cent of the l9Jl coll ct bl t e • d u 11 

to · lo do aft r th N Year t 1n t hort t1 

l ter. 24 De titut r 1d nt of th t 

furor d vok d both do 1n1on ro 1nc1 vermn nt to 

pro 1 or Gt of F rn1e th t no on to 1thout 

food, clot h1n or fuel. Une loy d r eneour cl to 1c 
Sl~°l -co t h co ov n dump, er en• .. 0 th C 1 

P e1f1c tr C • cut od 1n hep r 1eh th c1 y 

ould provide tr portat1on. 2S "Christ Ch rand Rel -

1 f • organ1z d by th Rot Club b eribed l ar sum 

of oney to provide aid dur1 th t t1v on, 6 

the r lu to help the o t v e se of ant. U uce -
ful tt pt to obt 1n fr co d r1 -he 1nt r on h r 

ad b7 t h ne 17 fo dun ployed co 1tt e 1n conJunct1on 

with Mr. Tho as Uphill, • L. 

1l'ld % co piled by the Fern1 

for Fern1e. A co t-ot- 11v1ng 

D1str1et Une ploy 

t1on for f 11 of f1v a u d cr1t r1on by 

oci -

eon 

contract on t h project wer to be gr _ t d onl to 1 
construc t ion firm . l r on e ploy d r to b r 1dents 
of C a, and f pos 1ble, of the locality in h1ch 
the t ork s to b erformed. In no c di cr1 1 t1o 
to be ad or e 1tted 1n th e plo nt of r on h th r 
bf re on of their 11t1cal ft111 tion, r ce or r 11 1ous 
views. British Columb1, D part ent of the Attorney-Gener , 
Corre nd~nc, arts. 76, 77 78, ept. 22, 1930. 

24•p1na1 Council ti •" _, J • 16, 1931, • l . 

25Ib1d. · _. -
26• in.ally each 
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r 11 f to doc ent their d ands for 1d. 27 

U n the r ce1pt of f i nancial i d fro the feder l gov­

ernment the un1c1p 1ty propo ed to xte thew terwork 

and to e ers and ele ran air str ip. A t'Urther propo al 

to ele r 10,000 cres of arabl l and 1n the Elk v lley 

r eJeot too expensive by a et1 of the une ployed 

ci ty ' f ther . the 

c1ty ~~~~Y--l~~,..----nto-th·e-wo1m:-=-trortttitls--l,uer1-fl:&&e-;bn---IsLI1Ua% 

of 1931. 29 W1th1n l gued by an 

1ghty- an strike fo r _ ~e e . At the root of the lscon-

tent as th b lief th t the unemployed w r · r e u1red to work 

in order to obt 1n r 11 f h1ch 1n oth r localities was betng 

obtained without perfor 1 wor • 30 T od-.cutti exper-

1m nt carr1 d int o th spr1 

agre nts ,ui.a. toppage . 

but w characterized by di -

he un loy d u ed th proj et a 

d vie to dr w attention to their dis pprov or the nt1r 

rel1 f progr • 31 

Co pet1t1on for the f w job created und r th r 11 t 

ro as xtr ly bitter. e ori t r1a for d te 1.ni 

r c1p1ents of v wor bee e 1ncre 1n.gly co lie ted. 

I n1t1 ly ere g1ven r1or1ty on l rojects but 

th et -H~--r of marr1 dun lo d neces it ed om e 

27"F1nal C1 ty Council Meet1 , ~ FPP, Jan,. 16 , 1931, "P• 1 . 

2811 ayor M es t t nt,• , Oct. 10, 1930, P• 1. 

29•1n th ood usiness," _ , Jan. JO, 1931, P• 1 . 

JOttwood CUtt r n Str1k , • J, F b. 27 , 1931, • 1 . 

Jl City Council e ting,• P, Ap. 10, 1931, • l . - . 
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of furth r lect1on ong th • Th cop t1t1v pr1no1 l 

of priority to the ost 1ndustr1ous wor rs gav . w y to th 

degree of plight. Mot single unemployed realized th f 111 

n• dire need for r l1ef and the f w who did no re 1v 

err little symp thy. It s difficult for adm1nistr tors to 

justify .to th 1ndu tr1ous single or er who had 

1ng a er d1ble job on public works th t less 

than hi lf des rved his job on the basis of nee 

n perform­

ork r 

1ty. 32 

Instances of oap ble c1t1zen unable to sust 1n the -

selv increasingly occur 4JJ and num rous ca e of want ong 

the g . , · orphan d childr n, and physic ly 1nc p c1tated and 

entally 111 peopl appear d before C1ty Council . any f 11-

1es 1n the •p s • who b 11 ved their probl ms d rv d p o1al 

attention ppealed to the local uthor1t1es . Thr to four 

hundred men er till un 107 in P rn1 and. any re 1n 

danger of lo ing th ir hoe if their p t1t1on to council to 

work oft tax debt wer not ted. J4 The Co Co pany o-

qui ced to the request th t block of unoccup1 d 1 nd t the 

north end of the city be o ned for gardening by the une plo ed. 

Th city complied by supply1 vat r to th l ·at r due d 

32•F1ne Progr Adopt d,• _ ,Set. 25, 1931, P• 1 • 

. ))A mother of family or ix rang1 1n ag fro ten to 
twenty t t db fore City Council th t she had bar ly. nough 
food without consid ration of clothes, chool book and oth r 
nece . 1t1 s . De that her hu band be g1v n or rk 
than the t day eek h r c 1 v d 1n the mine · were et 
with the r ly that many er in or tr ts a 
e1v1ng no plo nt. •city Council e t1ng,• 
19)1, p . 1 • 

.'.34tb1d. , y 2, l9Jlt P• l . 
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duced39 and t r ry h1ghw y projects ere b gun. 40 Shortly 

att r , the rov1nce 1ntroduc d 1t progr of s r rel1 r 
th federal agre ent under the "Une plo ent and Farm lief 

Act" c e 1nto eftect. 41 Th co b1ned a1d of the two level 

prove nt of the syst of ater supply, b ut1ficat1on of 

the o1ty park and improvement of the airstrip 

The City Engineer as head of the relief co 1tt 

und rtak n. 42 

for F rnie 

recommended that a system tailor d to loc conditions be 

1ntroduc d her by reg1st r rr1 d 1n r ho wer city 

res1d nt uld b ng g d on ublic orks on r onday of e ch 

eek a une ployed arr1ed re id nts uld ork the r a1n1 

four d y of the ek. 4 3 Th1 uld supplem nt th 1ners' 

.39Tbe ne y t or reg1 tr t1on r quir d an une r -
son to re ort to th local v r ent nt p rso t1oul.-

wh1ch ere 1tten on card and had to b pres nt d t 
obtain r 11 r. Th ex ot number of une ployed, tho e ho r · 
re 1dent , and th 1r 1nd1v1d pl ight, whet h r ab olut ly d -
t1tut, or just r qu1r1 hou 1 or food or both d t r-

1ned. "M1n1st r Bruhn Vi it Pern1 , " P, y 15, 1931, • 1 . 

40The bl1c work proj cts propos db the province ould 
h ~ includ d ain trunk high• fro b rt bord r to 
the Co st up the east 1de of Vancou r Island, u ple-
ment d by ork 1n Br1t1sh Col bi •s t1onal pe..rk projects . 
•Rel1 f e sures,• _n, July 8, 1931, p. 1 . 

41 Bet en 7,000, 000 and ,000,000 
1sh Columbi from the t1 e of 

to be 
ent to 
ould 

p nt 1n Br1t ­
Apr1l 1, 1932. 

or th1 ount the prov1nc1 e bout 
3. 000 , 000, •the fed ral ••• little or, 

th mun1c1p 1t1e the re 1 er. • ThP pro 
d toe ploy u to 20 1 000 men on provincial or 
bout 50 1 000 n er reg1 tared as une ploy d . 

Adopted," ~P, S pt. 25, 19311 P• 1 . 

42•a t payer to Dee1de , • _ , July 24, 19311 P• l . 

d -
At th 
in 

4JAt the tie the city had 122 part t1 e m1ners on the p • 
roll one d y w and 90 r 1 four d y w k . · Fund -

nt ly the progr d s1 to rai e thee rn1 of 1 



g and at th time pr 1t the une ploy co arabl 

income. Re 1dents would al o be allowed to or tor overdue 

t&Jte, ater, and light bill which would be deduct d fro 

their ages . 44 he effect of f1nanc1 ---
of gov r ent s to supply lo t 1g t 1th o e form 

of rel1 f and to raise the r id nt • tandard of 11v1ng to 

ub 1steno lev 1 . 

As th une ployed s1tuat1on e sed during the spring or 
19Jl, the we ther beoam 1ncr 1ngly hot and dry 1nd1rectly 

ra1 d a seriou soc1 probl in Fernie. As the humidity 

f 11 forest fire at various t1m thr tened to ripe out or-

r1 ey , Ced Vally and Corbin, and a ajor confl gr t1on 

reduo d uch of the Kootena7 Riv r vall y to blacken d 

tump •45 Unl1k they ar of prop r1ty hen For t Service 

officials had gre t difficulty obtain1 fir fighter , · hund-

r ds of m n moved into th Cr nest P s to ek plo nt. 

The influx cont1nu d to ueh xtent th t F rn1 City· Council 

wa forced to take steps toe ur thet th fared "hobo Jun­

e" w s conf1n d to a particular are . City he 1th off1c1 s 

ere 1 tructed to 1ns ect the r 1dly congregating tr 1ent 

residents 1ner on •short• tie • une ployed, u o the 
lev 1 of 30 every two k . •Local an General , " FFP, 
Oct. 6, 1931, P• S• 

44publ1c rks r to b 6arr1 don 1rr spect1ve of e th r 
and d ys could not b b nk d or lo ed. Une ployed ber of 
th c1ty f ire brigade r to g1v n two d ys' wor e k 
to en e that they ould not b fore d into rel1 re ps alld. 
thu end er the city 1th 111- train d r cru1t . "City 
Council eet1 , • ___f, Oct. 2, 1931, P• 4. 

45"The F1r Situ t1ont" ~• u . 21 , 1931, P• 1. 



for typhoid fev r 

a hort ti 

oth r co un1cable 1 46 

obvious to th d t1tut tr 

W1 hin 

1ent 

th t availabl job f1 ght1 fir 1ly be f1lle by 

the large number of l~c unemploy d, with th comi ot 

fall r 1ns to d pen the fire th "hobo jungle" 1 pp ar d. 

Th fir t 1nd1cat1on that th governm nt would a ume 

the jor r n 1b111ty for the une ployed occur d 1n 1931 

h n public ors c p er ore ted· in Br1t1 h Col umbia. The 

1111 e of' the f d r l nt to rov1 e ter1 aid 

to op rte the c ps w b 1c to the 1nt duet1on of th pro­

gr • Ho ver, tr m ndou pr ur h al ob n ex rted by 

he un1c1 al.1ties . Their t of prov1d1ng for th arr1ed 

un l ,oyed ba$rupt d th 1r r ource and r e ul ed 1n the neg• 

lect of the 1n employ 47 
• the relief c r 

founded 1n order to 
-

men. 48 

The u hroom1 r 11 f ro t into otion y th 

announcement of the feder Une plo ent el1 f ot 

of l9Jl a et b C by a requ tin Octob r for th rov1nc 

to r duce the rate of r lief xpend1tur uch o s1ble . 

It as SU e t d that thro~gh rotation of av 1labl ubl1c 

46. rnie 111 V Jun .. _ , g. 14, 1931, • 1. 

47"C1t Council et1 e, 1931 , • 1 . 

48F1ve c p ere 1n o r 1on 1n th Crown t P 1 tr-
m1tt ntly throu hout th d re ion; ton r the ro 1nc1 
bound y t Crown st ch at cG1nn1s, Elko, Loon 
Lake nd Port Stele. r ion 1n the •p • ah 
reached 1, 350 en by id- Sept r, l9Jl. S X and 
•1,350 av Res1 tered,tt J, s pt. ll, 1931, 
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0 . 000 to 15, 000 1 1 n t 

ud. t could b 

r 

c1t T 11 f 

co 

r 
r 11 f 

49•"'"".iil.l.a.U 

50111 
•co 11 

u 

h 

n 

plo in th 

t 1t a Cid 

ould b 

r Jl , 19)1. 0 

d1 tr1c 

• 
0 C 

. " 

r 

ere 

r th1nn 0 h 

fo und t 

To 0 0 1, 
m1 th t 1 

UC to t d r 

0 r th r1 1~ t ot 

o l - C r ctton 1n 

t th 1 lo 1 t 

h th t f th t ar 

t 11 tl V r . 

• 2 , l 31 , • 1 . 

1 • 

r 

; th ar 
XVI • 



- -
h f hoe ploy 1n 19 9. S 
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assume heir respons1b111ty. 57 eet1 of the Tn1on of 

Br1 t1 h Columbia un1c1pal1 tie · m t 1n Vancouv r in Jul 

protested the r r go e:rnm nt ro s th tan ver f "" 

1ly con 1st1 of ar.nts an one child coul 11 eon 

dollars pr onth. A romin nt prov1nc1 l 11c h 

nty 

th or-
f1cer stated that ·he standard of unem loym nt rel1 f ton dy 

f 1l1es could not e lo ered thout affect1n the h al h of 

the 1ndiv1dua1, and that the um oft enty doll per month 

was otally 1nadequat fo foo 

and n rs1ng others should e 

one. R d 

n addi o 

t p gnant 

t1 end ot 

3. 50 per month 1n order to prov1 e an e tra quert of ilk 

da1ly. 58 

As the status of the r sid nt of the Cro ne t Pas 

declined, faith int e o er of ernm nt to 11 v1 t heir 

1tu tion corre nd1ngly 

government announc 

be reduo d y one-th1rd, 

peroent.59 Public opinion 

eted. In August t 

f to old age p n oner uld 

government policy 

brou t to the boiling po1n · hen 1 t s learned th tan 

S?p r 1 ion to 
cripple. At th s e 

1n the str et not t 

r fused r . •c1ty Council 
P• l . A prov1nc1al ove nt 
will not ay 10 per onth to 
who nts were on direct r 
P• 1. 

1zte n year old or. han ffl 
tin ,• FFP, June 5, 1931, 

nt informed th city thy 
1nval.1d f1ft en old 

lief. Ib1 • t S t. 9, 193, 

58 • 111 Ask for · r R 11 t, • , Jul 15, 1932, • 1. -
S9The m rte of 45 c to 40 duri the umm. r 
only; the pprox1.m t ou.nt of r lief for arr1ed an 
without a f ily was reduc to 25. "Regardi Pension," 
FFP, ug. 121 1932, P• l . 

n 
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t1on fort 

to 

number of unlicencad 

mits to the prov1nce . 60 Th1 a the c 1 inatio of 1tu ... 

t1on hich h be n avoid d 1nc the et ho ta of 

prairie harve ter after the turn of th century led the gov. 

ernment to ncourage tran 1 nt o r o 1 t • Until the 

the ro "h peak of the depression 1n 1931 nd 193 •r1d1 

h d tend d to loo th oh r 

o tr vel . Th r 11w y l1c 

in he f 1 

• "Co 1 et, h 

for 

rode herve ters h d gro 

1n empty box-car 

over · h 

could t into very 11ttl mi ch1 r. 
o1ng back est, they rod th gr n tr 1n on h1ch th r 

w s noth1 to te . •61 

11t1e1 

or Dou 1 

of th four 

astern province ttended 

of Fern1e, Prirne 1n1st r enn t 

pons1b111ty 1n re 1ster1ng 1 c1 

men 1nto r lief c ps . Mr. B nnett 

government had no power to ord r n 

standin that 1f they did not t 

d ho 

r qu ted to 

all s1 1 

11 th t th 

into e p 1th 

ork they woul 

rs-

ral 

b 

re-

fu r 11ef. t th s t h announced th t tr lling 

on tr 1 by tran ient 

OBrit1 h Col 
•~ tter from e o r 
co iss1on r, o s , 

61 e H. Gray, 
Pr s, Tor. , c 

sto don Sept ber JO, 

of th Attornay-G-n r • 
bi Prov1nc1 Police to 

• 332, ov. 2, 1932 

1on on th 

62•c1ty Council ting,• _ , s pt. 9, 1932, P• l . 

1932. 62 



The restr1ct1on gain tent ring Br1t1 h Columb1 a 

circumvent d t rar1ly 1n th •p ss• by t he tr s1 nt by 

droppi 

walki 

off th tr ins 1le or o eat of the bound ry then 

or c tch1 a ride cro • 63 any of the n affect d 

by the re traint re Br1t1 h Columbia residents ho had gon 

to the prairies in search of han- st ork and ter a public 

out ry on th ir b h t 1 enforce ent of the restr1et1on a 

ea ed. 64 

Th . 1tu t1on tor 1ngl un ploy d resident of P rnie 

w s or1t1cal. As the lat le nt to bed t 1th under th 

relief system, they w re left to devise their own ean ot 

su tenane . Dur1 the spring, umm r early autumn aft r 

orki one or t d s 1n the in or on bl1c orks, any 

ckboard 

the co un1t1 s 

hiked into the ounta1n h1ch c1rcl d 

1r time in crud ly f hioned hel• 

ters, ust 1n1 th elves by hunting, f1sh1 p1ck1 

way of lif to berries. The xcurs1ons c e to repre nt 

so e f t he yo en and h nob erv 1n r tro pct 

the f'Ulfillm nt of a u top1an ex1 tence. 65 

The en s nerally had an e ier t1Jne than the o en 

throu out the depr 1on. The mn ere rele ted to the 

dreary life of tte pt1 to fashion a 11v1 1th ery eag r 

6)Br1t1sh olumb1 , D pr ent of the Attorney-G neral , 
•L tter to Comm.is ion r, R. C • • P. , Vancouv r," Correspond nc 1 

t . 262, Oct . 31 19J29 

64"Perm1s 1on Ask d th t ·1.,,.£~~~1 nt 'R1d the Rods•,• PPP , 
Oct. 141 1932, P• 1. 

6Sintervie th Mr . Dan Che ter. 
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r ourc s . Their d s pent 1n as patch-

1ng over clothe 1. with no op• 

usual n's div r 1ons 

uch buying ne or go1 

ant 66 

Marr1 ge rate 1n th ed con-

t d rably dur1ng th 67 but 1n the Cro sne t Pas 

F rni 1n part1cul , ther e di d not ee to be ar ed 

d cl1ne. Thi s partially du to th v 11 b111ty of ev-

eral co pan:, house for very small sum of on y; they ere 

adually being abandoned by indigent m1ners l vi to look 

for ork and f w other h been boarded up inc th pro-

perous pr -wary ar . 68 

The Coal Co pany a unu u ly co p ssionate to he 

in r of th ar • ploy e on to days' pay or le s er 

allowed. to rk a full sh1ft 1n the1r o • r ace• one year . 

h1eh gav the bout to ton of coal. S1 l en o t otte 

old th 1r' s to local • 69 Une ployed ere lo ed 

to pick Co pany slack p11 bad th reduced by 19JJ; 

hene forth they w r allo d to buy coal at hol al cot. 

66Ib1d . 

67s e Table I . 

68s T bl e XIX. 

6~•c1ty council eet1ng•• pt . 23, 1932, P• 1. oh 
min r uld rec 1v an extr rk t the mine the 
coal produc d s h1s own. u.r lu col ount1ng to three 
hund.red .ton d1str1 uted o t he une ployed. •Loo 

General•" PPP, Sept . ?J, 1932, p. 5. Also int rv1 s 
w1 th Me r • Chester and Lew 1n. 



The Cop pr v1d te of hor e sled for the 1ner 

to tr port f1 od wh1ch taken oft Co pany land. Thou-

s of board te t of old 1ne t1 rs, old 1n th sen e that 

thy h d t r1orated to stat wh re they could not b u 

as t1 ber1ng, 

Thi policy 

re given to the un ployed f1r ood. 70 

1n d1 tinct contr t to other co pan1 1n 

the "P s "which 1n any 1n tances 7l seed to go out of the1r 

w to per eeute th une ployed. 

The •p s• as one of the o t bountiful g - producing 

rea in the orld prov1d gr t te t t1on for it d st-

itut . cli as reached 1n 1932 hen f1ft en peopl ere 

ppr h nded 1n 1ngle d y tor var1ou 1ol t1on under th 

G Act . 72 s v ral re n enc d which drew the 1r of ·b• 

11c op1n1on Ulustr te by the 

ile it a1 goo lan to 1 1st th t the full rov1 -
1on of the g ac t be ntorc d, 1t th t 1n vi ~r 
the hard ti s 1n this di tr1ct 11ttl ore leniency 
m1ght b :x rc1 d. Many r 111es are bord ri on t 
v t1on have not th on y r with top y three- tit-
ty tor a 11cene . It 1 gr t t pt tion for ot 
thes people tot ch c 1n the bush h ther the 
game h ppens to be a do or buck ans little to th•• 
It 1 food they are aft r . f the g e dep rt ent c 1e 
out 1t pr s nt policy of trict ntorce ent of the ~t 1t 

11 beco v r un ular 1n th1s di tr1ct t le t . ¥3 

70.ll!!-J!. 

71For x ple, 
untouched for 1ght 
orted to y o un ploy d 

pro ptly brought in to pro cut 
Loe , " · , s pt. 30, 1932, 

Hos r which h d 
em1 17 forgotten, r • 

eh of fuel . ol1c ere 
•pr dator • • "Add1t1onal 

72•G Violation• Local n ral,• , ov. 25, 1932, 
P• 5. 

73.G Author1t1 Dr w Abu I Local 
Nov. 25t 19)2, P• s. General," m, 



rgely as re ult of th rah of conv1et1ons the con ., 

quent outcry of the public, the provincial government beg a 

policy of 1 suing fr e f1sh1ng licence to the une ployed,. 74 

L te in the fall of 1932 a number oft 111es in the 

•p ss• expre s d their desire to b de rt d, r qu t h1eh 

und r the cond1t1ons of the tie did not require le thy de• 

liberation. r1t1sh ubJect ho had r 1d din Canad le 

th four years g1v n tran portation to Br1t1sh territory, 

while those ho h been natur iz d were sent to the1r ho .e 

countr1es75 at the ex ns of th · f d ral vr nt. 

A somewhat paradox1cal 1tu t1on develo d 1n Fern1 

ne the end of hat had b en v ry depre s1ng y ar. The 

Imp r1 

plant76 

ver th 

011 Co any announced th t they ould buil d ne 

and thin a month to b rt. s er op n d.7? Ho .... 

closure of a branch of the Scott Fruit Co pany78 

follo1ed i ed1at ly by the announce ·ent by th Cr • N st 

Tr din ~~mpany th t they ere reduci the1r d part ent store 

s1z 1 "Due to depre sed conditions the keep1 o n of th s 

d part ent 1 not arr ted. Operation costs must be le en• 

ed. We are tt pti to do o by d1spo ins of 30,000. 00 

worth of merch ndise •••• •79 W1th these commercial setbacks 

74"Fern1e Jobles Protest , " __,;.t Aug. 27 , 1937, p. 1 . 

75Three families totalling n1n teen r s1dnts requ ted 
deport tion in Dece b r 1932. • o Rel1 f Without ork , • 
FFP, Dec. 2J, 1932, P• l . 

76"Im rial 011 sp nd 114,ooo,• P, Jul~ 15, 1932, P• 1 , 

7711Add1t1onal Loe s , " fFP, July 22 and Aug. 5, 1932, P• 8. 

7Sib1 • t Oct . 141 l9J2t P• l . 

79•crow•s est Trading ompan,, • ..1?, Oct. 7, 1932, P• 8. 



and the announe ent or further ~eductlons in city 1n1 tr• 

t1ve personnel, w, and th numb r of rk1n day of rel1 f 

employee , 80 any fe 11 ot opti 1 appeared. 

In the provincial l eg1sl atur Tho Uphill d an ur-

gent ple · on beh . f of the re 1dents ot the "P s " · art1cul­

arly the F rn1e, W t F rn1 and Coal Creek ares, r questing 

th t the prov1nc urge Ottaw to ad.vane incre d relief to 

the co un1 ti 1 • 1ners ,, any between the g of forty-f1 ve 

Nov 

and sixty, had had a severe three years, number bing 
laid off a oth r jus t ork1ng one d y eek. Ralf 
of the city of Pern1 • •• wa • on r 11 r ••• and the drain 
on ijfeipal :fUnds w s beyo eeting thout additional 

1d.-

nt 1n 

outlay for food, cloth1 

ma1ntenance of single ho eless une ployed en would b reduc d 
- -- --------- - --

and the excess outlay ould borne by the prov1nc . Inc e 

here the admin1strat1v board b 11 ved th t an not 

suited to c p lite he a loo 

t1on h1ch ould prov1d 11k 

after by r 11 for an1z• 

ount . 82 The ftect of the 

80 e11ef e ploy e · due d to t o day ' ork p r eek~· 
All reductions in w g o e 1nt o effect October l wer s 
fol:lo ., p r montha electr1c1 , from 190 to l,50; engineer, 
fro 175 to 150; eng1n r tro le an, from 117 to 100; 
city clerk, from 160 ·t o 150; h th officer, SO to $35; 
f1r chie f, fro 152 to 135; truek driver, fr 95 to 80. 
•ctty Council Meet1 •" FFP, Oct. 7, 19J2t P• l . 

81•F rnie Un bl to Give Rel1 f to Resident,• D 1lz Prov. , 
Oet. 14, 1932, P• lJ. 

82A an unsuit d, to c p 11f r ceiv d 20 cents er day for 
rood and add1t1onal 20 cent tor shelter. r1t1sh Columbia, 
Dep rtment of the ttorney• Gen ral 1 e ti of the Privy 
Council,• Attorn -General' P pers, art. J74, ov. 4, l9J2. 



new elief scale t e relief burde onto· 

the r tepayers of the variou . ,SJ Official 

state ents by the fed ral gov rnment that they would m t the 

cost of one-third of direct relief wer mislead.in 1n th t 

they s ~ent on -third of a ne 

belo the old relief allo anc • 

axi um h1ch w sap r c1ably 
84 

The announc ent of a r duct1on in the rel1 f scale w 

met by stre of buse 1n the Crow nest P s, uch of h1oh 

as direct d through the ber of P rl1 nt and 

the ruling onservat1v party, the n1st r of Trade Co -

meroe, -tr. H. H. St vens. t ven et the un loy d 1n eo-

ember85 and pro 1 ed to pre for a ore favour bl f1nanci 

arrangement. He us d th ent that the mor ev r el • 

atic conditions than the Co tr qu1r d d1t1o 1 clot h1ng1 

helt rand food and as a 1- isol ted interior 1ndu tr1 

city, rn1e had h1 r co od1ty price th or de el7 

popul ted are s . 86 Th provincial 1n1 trat1on a r-

8>.rh n allo anc 9 for fir t lt, 3. 50 for the 
econd an:l 2. 50 fo oh ehild r 2l• pre 1ou ch ule 

for a man an h1 d nt wif s1 fo 17, helt r 9, 
wat r 1 • .50, for a of 3 • Ibid. • art . 60, · ov. 25 , 19)2. 

84At the s e tie the dolllin1on government announc d the er e • 
t1on of 'Human Inter t Bond wh1eh ould b old b th Ch -
b r of Comm.ere t . l ach 1t as hoped, lOuld vlat 
so of h. f1nanc1 tr 1n on the gov nun nt. -a Inter-
st Bonds," ~ • , art . 331, ov. 14, 1932. 

85"Hon. H. H, st ven Bu •" --!• D c. 9, 1932, p. 1. 

86The Pern1e une ployed pr nted numerous t1ons to 
1mprov th rel1 r yst ma le en l1v1n hoe hould 
r ee1ve the same ount of r 11 fa those d cr1 d hom -
l ; the s cond adult 1n the f ly should get th s e allo -

c a the first; en should r ee1ve c h instead of rel1 t 
•script" on the tores; the camp sy te of rel1 f houl d 
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u d b th F rn1 D1 tr1ct Un ployed Associ t1 n that 

add1t1 five doll r r t per f 11 hould e ovid d 
to the wi r r :fu 1 to do y except ab 01 .. 
utel n ce ary r until their de d e t . 87 

At h1 .1unctur, ov r 6,000 Pr onth b 1 ent 
t o car for th n - loy d. 88 

ax1mum of JO 11 11.ies r 
s 1 ted du:ri th y ar repr ting b t n 1,400 1,600 

p o l e or ver of about 280 f 111es per onth. 
only oth r 1 1f'1c nt souro o f' r 11 f 1 t drn h 

ar h ' b nth Chr1 C r hieh h d 
ent d a1d fro th gov r 

11 f 

nt r 11 enc1 • 89 ntil 

ch 193 th Fern1 City Council h e un ble to con 1no 

either 

dicam nt. 

\hr l v 1 o f ov rnment of 1t orltic pr ~ 

1th the ounce ent th t th Crow' t 

P ss Co Co any would ce se o er t1on t Coal Cr e 

th t th Gr t orth rn Bail 

thre t ned d1 

1 

bl e 

to 

1n t 

sumer son 1b111ty for the 

1 triot . 90 

be replaced 1nce en " er 
convict" or "chattel l v 

FFP, D c. 23, 193, • 1. -
87" 1ve Doll 

Dec. JO, 193 , 
88se bl 

llonth Gr . ,. 
XIV. 

1 
• • 

t 

tr t 
• 0 

, Loo 

nt1re un 

n r 

89• 11 f Discus , " L, e . 24, 1933, • l . 

r e 
1 
P• 

90u 

lo ent 

l 1 
o k," 

• 
t - · 
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o 1n to the continu d d 'P ion an gener 11 decre -
1 d for coal 1t was d c1 ed to ban :iYL 0 er t1on at 

Co 1 Cre k Collier in l te 1932. A1 t ri l and equt ent 

r r covered fro N b r One d o S uth in e -
anent s eal ere r ct d 1n arly January 1933. 91 ring 

arly 193J only two ine w re oper ted; umb r Tr e mine 

roduc d col until h end of M rch hen th Cop y decided 

to close the o r tion and t r1 l ere re ov d the mine 

d oft 1n Jun. umber On E t 1ne o r ed on a 11 ited 

o 1 until he nd of arch h n 

contempl ted. 

rm ent hu own as 

Th o 1b111ty of r ent shutdown of the ole eans 

of u t n c in the c1ty pre ented a o t serious unio1p 

cr1s1s . Bond d d bt tood t 502,500. 1th the undoubted 

dra tie effect shutdown of th 1ne ould h v on o1v1c rev-

enu nd prov1 ion for the p nt of un1c1p debt, the 

o 1b1l~ty of d fault 1n 1 ter t paym nts thr tened o in-

ou ly. Educ t1onal f e111t1e s s ent1al public rviee 

wer also· in ever jeo 

The inv tent of the Com an eon id r le , e ti -

at con erv ti ely 1ncludi 

of tand rd rail ay, roll1 

million doll r . Assum1 

ine plant, qu1p ent, f1v 1le 

too and building, at bout to 

d reci t1on of fifty ercent the 

Co pany's physical as ts amount d to pprox1 ately one m1111on 

doll • The ma 

91Br1t1sh Col b1a, De 
PP• AJJ8• Aj40 . 

92•Th S ord De cends,• fff• 

1t exped-

nt of Mines, ' 1933. 1934. 

• Jl, 1933, P• 1 . 



1ent that th Co pany hutdown operations only last re -

ort. The pre 1dent, • • 11 on, plained ~he c1rcum. tances 

of u pension of operation to C1ty Council , the Board of Trade 

and me b r of the pres on arch JO, 1933• • he Company, 

after susta1n1 seriou loss in the joint op~r t1on of 
Co Creek ins regret the necessity 1 fore du on u 
to clo e . ... he c1rcum tances lead1ng up to th1 unpl • 

t condition m 1 be referr d to as follo s (l) Aste y 
d pr c1 tion in fuel order through the world wide d pr -

1on th t 1s f ct ng C ad and oth r tion . (2) · 
develo ent of Al.berta gas are th t re d1splac1n co 

fu l th 1 t 11 t1on of oil fu l by tr o t t1on 
co_..,. ___ e th t f y ars a o took from 300,0.00 ·to 6 0 . 000 
tons ot co 1 pry fro Co Cre · 1eh l ins •••• 
One of th contributing causes of the railroad ••• (Eeduc• 
1 ord r tl b ign d to th 1 po 1t1on of 1ncre se 
dut1 s. .. @n] coal going to the tate whi ch w s put into 
force count 111 duty on C 1 ex ort. The 
plica t ion of th1s duty reduced the ber of e ployee 

at Col Cre k to the extent of three hundred, 1n dition 
to d ereas1 t he ·or 1ng t ie for the reduce n ber of 
employe s. The r deral ov rnment. to aid 1n th curing 
of greater id C d ar ts, had put 1nto fore a subven-
tion hioh ll po 1bly e bl the Cro 's N t P Coal 
Co anr to iner e its nor markets to 1nni con-
ti nt fu 1 co 1 to the extent to po 1bly 
thirty ercent of the ar t permanently lot to th n1t 

t through th count rv 11 dut1e b 1 ut into 
force. Thi us ful help 111 not aid the Co-M•~M~ to 
ate more th . Mi. ehel 1ne on sufficient t1 to v 
employee d 1r ble liv1 g . To help m1t1 at 
try1 1tuat1on that h en brought bout b c1re -
stances beyo the Co any' oontrol, th Cop y 1 
1der1 the question of tu.rn1 over to th loy 

c tout of or A block of t1ll ble land under so e p C• 
1al ,.....,,.,,..,..ge ent. ~J 

for th tr y r 

pr ceding the hutdown had be n to lots 

of th coal order to 1chel colli r1 s94 

nt -riv reent 

93 .. Fernie Coal 1nes to b Cloe on ridaJ, 
r. 28, 19 J, P• 1. 

tw nt •f1v r • 

lz Prov. t 

94nu to 1chel's higher q 1 y, low r hr 1due 
ore e 1ly retr1evabl co • 



cent to Coal Cr ek. The total tonnage f the combined output 

for the two coll1er1e nearly 470 1 00 tons in 1931 and 

340,000 in 1932,9.5 hence t he mines t oal Creek had produced 

pprox1 ately 100,000 tons 1n each of the previous to years 

s comp red to near ly 400 ,000 tons in 1920. hen orders fell 

belo 100, 00 tons in 1933 the sharehold rs vot d to cea e 

operation . The collapse of ernie sonly industry could not 

be p 11 te by o s1bl absorption into 1ch l 00111 ry since 

m ~ d retrenchment h d o ooourr d there; ov r one hundr 

th re 1 min rs ere e loy d only three to five d y per 

eek. Michel colliery ou.l r fore f1ll 11 o the orders 

diverted fro Coal. reek 1thout 1ncr s i ng then ber e • 

ployed. 96 

Ferni 1n 1933 · ery 11 constructed city, bo t-

1 highly d v lop d s t of publ1c ut111t1 , rfield, 

c1 y parks and recreation eas, 11 capable of u t 1n1 

much l arg r popul tion. 97 any of the residents h d iz bl 

investments 1n their hoe, t e1r only re r1 

es io • and ere un 1111 to b on the city. 

nitial tte pts to ob 

pr u a lied to the Canad.1 

w re unsucc sful a 

P e.ific Rail y w arde 

95s e T bl XIX. 

96., _ rn1. M1n to be Clo on r1-d y, • D 11Y Prov.• 
Mar. 28, 1933, P• 1. 

0 -

97 e offie1al a ment fi of ost 2,700,000, 1th 
1 provement alon b 1ng 1,873,596 1a an 1nd1c t1on of th 
subst t1al construction of th city. "Shu o Ord r Stun-
ni Blo o Fern1e Re 1d nt ,- D lJ Prov. , • 30, 1933, 
P• l . 
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otf by th r 1lw • arguments th t the row's t Pas Co -

p 1 h db n owned by the Gre t orthern, co e.t1tor, to 

whom 1t had supplied coal. C 1 n P c1f1c r d th t they 

obt 1n d eo fro Cole an Co111er1e, cop ny hich n-

t1rely depend nt upon their mark t, and 1f th r 1 turned 

to Coa1 Cr k for ord r a 1 1lar flic t 1on uld de cend on 

Cole • 98 Bow v r t hrou h the co 1ned ffort of the Cro • 

est Pass Co Co pany, the F rn1e Bo of ad• o Uph1 l 

•• Stevens, an a s v ntu lly arrived at with 

C 1an Pacific to pl c o r t the Co Cr e 1n bring-

1ng tot ord rs to about 125,000 ton . plo en old be 

creat d for approx1 at ly thr e hul'ld.red en half tie 

or one hundred fifty rorkin full ti e . 99 Ac con-

duct d in the Hou e of Co 0 to encour e per ent r t 

1n the Ea t for Cro sne ... t co • d re ult d 1n sub nt1on 

equi'V nt to l co hi ped 1 . 200 1 or 

to the Lakeh 

1 . 10 p r ton on 
100 

• 
h publicity given h shutdo n of the 1nes ~----------------

re ht pr s­

pt1on of th un ploy-
• 

ment robl in the r a ,by the f d r gover nt follo ed and 

the pr ur of bl1c opinion irected ag ins th Co Co Pa?l1' 

and C 1 Pac1f1o 1 d to r v rs of their original. stanc 

Vi ,• - • P• ?, 1933, P• 1 , 

99 Coal ine t rn1e 
rov. , June 20, 1933, P• 
lOO•Hon. St v n R 11 

o er ted 1 ," D 11Y 

• • __?, June 9, 1933, P• 1 . · 



and r -opening of th m1n s . R 1d nt of the d1str1ct 

benefitted fro 1ncre sed overnment a1d,101 but ore 1 port• .., 

antly they f elt rene ed conf1dence in th bel1 f th t cone m 

wa felt for their plight. 

lOlc1ty Council reduc d l ight 
r 110watt ho 1 h 1ni 

for 11 t and 1 . 00 onthly for 
Pool," FFP, • 21• 1933, P• l . -

rat to f1ve o nt 
e of 50 cents monthly 

ter. "T e Ov r Sw1 1ng 



CHAPTER III 

PROTRACTIVE RECO RY 

The hutdo of Coal Creek m1ne 1n the s •ring of 1933 

marked the rowe t o1nt employment reached during the depre • 

s1on years s cess t1on or the last re a1n1ng industry s1g­

n1f1ed the oo plet eoono 1c collapse of the Crow nest Pas ., 

Fro t his absolute low 1n th fortunes of th are c e 

gradual deore se in the numb r of relief recipients. 

If the shutdown m rked th turning point in the fortunes 

ot the area it wa hardly noticeable 1n the onth 1 diatel7 

postdating 1t. Fernie flt some re p1te fro the clutches of 

the depre ion when the province as um d control of r lief pay-

m nts dur1 the ine elo ur the city manag d to lighten 

the load on the shoulders of the local une ployed . ut new 

that the full cost of une plo71lent relief for singl less ---­men a1'ter Septemb r i. ·19..JJ ould g 1n be borne on three• 

way b is , the mun1o1pal1ty a uming an equal 3har e w1th the 

higher levels of government , nullified the effects of 8?17 econ­

o 1c recovery. 1 h re- s umption of relief expendi 

opened the poss1b111ty th t Fern1e , hard pr s ed to tinter-

est p yments on p t d bts, would b pl ced in the hands ot 

l• un1c1pal1ties to Pay Share lief for Single De t1tut , " 
__!, Sept. 8, 1933, P• 1. 

- 43-
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a co 1ss1oner. 2 

Discont nt arose ong the unemployed of the district 

during the summer of 1933 when authorities revoked the five 

doll r bonus which had been er ated to aid the •p ss" are 1n 

the fight ag inst the r1s1ng cost of 11v1 ands asonal hard-

ship. A hort wor stoppage held on public orks project 

and the pr1nc1pal support came from the wives of relief orkers . 3 

A deleg t1on from the Fern1 and District Une ployed Associat• 

1on carried resolution fro local organ1z t1on 4 tot ble the 

need of the district before the government 1n Victoria, S 

The tatus of any of the original ppl1cants to the prov-

1nce for sistance h alter d consider bly by lat 1933, The 

federal go ernm nt had reduc d their contribution to relief 

expend1tures6 and a new regi tration of un ployed propo ed 

2• rn1e may b laced Under Commission r hip,• D 1lf Prov. , 
D c . 15, 1933, P• 8. 

Jwomen actively pick ted and were very trong 1n their denun­
c1 t1on of the r lief llow cs, but when the •no ss1ty• ot 
a new football field which was underw y as a public orks pro­
ject drew a few men back to ork the back of the strike w 
broken, •une ployed s trike,• P, June JO, 1933, p, land 
"Local and _General," FFP, July l , 1933, P• 5·. 

4iiot ble was the resolution of the Fern1e Branch of the Can­
adian Legion which advocat d onet ry rev1s1on~ six hour d y 
and short r work w ek, abolishment of p1ec wor and ov rt1 e, 
e tabl1shment or n ge for le v1ng chool, n t1onal 1nsuranc 
am· a retir ment g , nLe ion Resolution,• P , ug. 18, 1933. 
P• 1 , -

s~Delegat1on to V1ctor1 ,•_,Aug. 18, 1933, P• 1. 
6Not1f1eat1on a rece1ved y the province on August 1, 1933 

th t contr1but1ons to unemplo en relief on a pero ntag · b sis 
would c se and be re 1 c db p c1f1ed onthly sum. The 
grant would c~ne pond to the do inion's est1 ate of re son-
ble exp nd.1tur and because feder al uthor1t1 s believed -out­

lay to b exhorb1tant, a c~nsld r ble cut-back w 9 exp ct d . 
The pr v1ou arr 8e nt whereby each le 1 of gov rment con-



to 11m1nate anyone no longer de erv1ng government a 1st-

anoe. The new rel1ef list endor ed by the government larg-

ely at the 1n 1st nee of a publ1o led by the business estab-

11s ent and the p rm.anent e ployee , the taxp y1ng gment or 
oci ty. • s. G. Blaylock , Gener Manager of Consolidated 

M1n1ng and elt1ng ompany of Trail , represented a large i,or-

t1on of voter 1n his follo 1 obs rvat1ons of the situations 

Work b th une ployed 1 extremely expensive. ow 1t 1s 
unbel1 vable hat o t of the men in th camps are 

1 ckers . I believe that ost of them would return ork 
for th r ee1v d, but unfortu tely ther 
in the pr s nt o1rc stanc to protect uch en fro the 
professional lac er until a lan 1s in force to pay for 
work done . I believe good r e ults could be obtained 1f 
th re could be egreg t1on of thos willing to work. It 
this could be done, and thee en given tt r quart rs 
nd ~band 11v1ng conditions. I think t hat woUld 

then f1Dd th t these en, who re 11zed that the e~pense 
of th 1r eep a being carried by those who i d ork , 
ould give a good ccount tor the mon&y spent on the , I 
ould

7
not he 1tate to give the slac er camps very poor 

tar • 

Ba ic to the d c1s1on tor reg1 tr the une plo7 d was 

the 1ncre sins debt be1 1nour~-ed by all lev ls of governm. nt. 

Premier • D. Pattullo ' s announce ent on ay 29 explain d th t 

thos on relief would have t month to search for ork , t 

which t1me onl7 those who could prov th elves d serv1n 

would receive 1d. The oney ved by paring the und serving 

would be used to broaden the rks progr and ensure th tall 

tr1but done-third was changed; there ft r the province was to 
contribute 1xty p reent the un1c1p 1ty forty percent ot 
the total outl Y• r1t1sh Col b1a, Depart ent of Labour, 

1 1934, 19JS, n. P• 

7Assoe1 ted Boards or Trade for E st rn Br1t1 h Col b1 • 
roceed1 s or the Annual Convention for l , Tr 11., The Assoc­

iated oards of Trade of Eat rn ritish Co umb1a, 1935, P• 21. 
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who were physically fit ere orking. 8 The Premier stateda 

ere is no doubt whatever ••• that the present po ition 
of att 1rs is breding down the morale of our people. So 
far as is possible within the r sources of the province, 
nee s sary works will ·be c rried out, and t 1 understood. 
also t hat Otta a 1 11 give a progr of its own.9 

The city of Fern1e was placed in an impossible situation 

by the implement tion of a policy to stop relief to single 

transients who did not meet the requir ements for the r 11et 

camps and the simultaneous return of the Fern1e r lief proble 

to the t xpayers. The only alternativ to default of inter st 

payments and f ailure to met relief de~ands was to r ecommend 

that a commissioner be appoint to handle the city's atta1rs. 

This w s decided as the best eans of arranging a settle ent 

with the bond holders, relieving the taxpayers of o er fifty 

mills per year on the present asses ment, and less n1ng the 

burden on the remaining taxpayer whose outl y ould have been 

prohibitive within a year10 t the rate propert1e ere being 

turned back to the city fort x sale.11 

8At the eud of April, 109,862 persons were on relief in 
Br1t1sh Columbia. or thes , 21,052 er single en and 
7,162 ere in federal road camps. "B• c. Relief for Thous­
ands to end August 1st,• Da1lz Prov., Dec. 28, 1934, P• l. 

91Rli• 

lOTax oollect1ons in the cit y for 1933 ere Jl,157 mioh 
was just over 56 percent of the tax levy which totalled 
55,593.82. The coll ct1on as bout four p rcent less than 
t the same time a year arl1er. "Additional Local," F P, 
ug. 3, 1934, P• 8 and "Reco ends Government Co 1ss1oner,• m, Dec. 28, 1934, P• l. 
111n addition to recommend.1 commission r, the eity had 

continued 1ts drastic expen e cutting. Insurane ex end.1tur s 
on the schools, fir hall, city hall, and power house were 
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A d leg t1on led by M yor Douglas et 1th Premier Pt-

tullo 1n December 1934 to di cu s rel1 f roble sand the pos­

sibility of appointing commissioner to handle th affairs or 
the c1ty. 12 J . v. Fisher, 1 tant 1n1 ter of Financ, w s 

appoint d Comm.1 s1oner and J . c. Connick, city clerk at Fern1e , 

w s pointed Deputy Commission r on J nu y 18, 19JS• Upon 

his appointment d inv tig t1on of the ci ty•s tr umat1c 

tate which wa char cter1z d by th drop in sse sed value or 

t bl ro rty by on -third, o h rece1 t fro taxe by one-

halt' ot the ount 

ant, i hr d cl 

of •p y as you go• .13 

s d the curt 1lment of go 

th t tbe only te 1bl policy 

ent 

one 

L1ttl ent 1n the t tus of the unemployed of the 

Crow nest Pass e11ef 

instruments h1oh had progres 1 ely 1 proved since 1933 provld• 

ed a larger sub 1st nee allowanc to ore une ployed th any 

slashed, repre ent1ng a gro av1ng est1 ated at 656. 70 in 
three years. Th fire truck dr1v r was al o l 1d otf the 
chiet too ov r hi dut1 t reduc d alarr of 125 fro 
hi pr v1ou 155 onthly. City uts Down ·In urance,• P, 
A . 20, 19.34, P• l nd •council cut F1r D p rte t,• • 
July 6, 19)4, P• l . -

12• rn1e Plans Refunding Lo , D 117 Prov., ec. 18, 1934, 
P• 9. 

1 3" ork to P 1 Taxes,• • 1 3, 1935, P• l . In order 
to str 1ght n out the aft ir -;;f the city th co 1ss1on r 
uthoriz d the cane 11 t1on ot 341,000 in outstand1 bonds 

which wer held in the un1o1 1nki fund . The oos 
d bt of 538,000 was r due to 1971000 by canoell1 the 
city bonds held 1n the 1nk1 fUnd. . Anoth r 82,4;9 1n th 
1nki tu.nd 1n other secur1ti further reduced the overall 

debt to pproxi ately 117,000. •Government C c ls Bond 
I SU d by Fernie ,• D 117 Pro~ • • Jan. J, 1936, P• 18. 
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s1ngle previous w1nter.14 A winter bonus allowance of five 

dollars wa granted in January and the aximum outlay which 

had previously been re uced was restored to sixty doll r s.15 

A wood~cutting camp was again established at Hosmer. The 

l ectr1c1ty rate 16 as r educed in Fern1e and lans were ad 

to have the unemployed work out taxe. Charitable organ1z• 

at1ons in the •Pass• were able to ma1 ta1n active rel1et work. 

Notable was the Imperial Order of the Daughters of the p1re 

which donated books to the Legion L1brar7, oont1tures t o th 

nurses' hoe and the hosp1tal 1 g ve prizes to high ranking 

students in Coal Creek, Hol7 Fam117 and Centr!\l Schools, pro­

vided sizeable sum for th Alexandra Solarium, and gave 

relief to undernourished b b1 sand school chl ldren.17 

All b sic industries except coal 1n1ng improved during 

1935. The pr ovincial industrial ayroll showed slight in---------- --
crea e over the previous year an a sizable one over 1933.18 

Wage rates continued an up ard trend as the average weekly 

industrial salary increased over ritty cents.1 

Winter always wreaked hardship on the indigent residents 

of the "Pa s • although conditions were progressively improving. 

14see Table XIV. 

15"Request Grant d,• --E,, J • 11, 1935, P• 1. 

16rt as reduced from t n to eight cents per kilowatt hour. 
•city Commissioner Keeps Bu 7,• m, My 31 193.5, P• 1. 

l7"IODE Annual Report,• L, eb. 22, 1935, P• 1. 
18Br1t1sh Columb1 1 Dep rt ent or L bour, op. c1t11 19J5• 

P• K7a 

19s ee Table XXI. 
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R 11et col as provided by th rovinc and the Coal Co pa.ny 

made a a1lable four t s of horse to deliver the fu 1 to 

the homes of une plo1 d . 2° Char1t bl or n1zat1ons a1nt 1n d 

a high standard of service to the co unity and upple ented 

an o er-worked but cont1nu lly 1 proving rov1nc1al agency. 

Ip ove nt as evidenced 1n the decision of th otar Chr1 t -

Ch er Co 1ttee, org n1zed in 1933 to u 1 r 1 er through 

public subscription dur1 the fe tive sea on, to vest 1t en­

ergies in some perm nent future or an1z t1on. 21 

The co 1 1 stry did not sh re in the improved 1ndu -

trial cen end x er1enced 

d r1 19 6. ndustri 

ne 11 ible roduc ion increase 

ctiv1ty 1ncre ed 1n other local-

1 1es nd oney gain be an to flo, th tan rd of living 

rose and rices became inor as1n ly oh1b1t1ve to the lar e 

numbers of unc ploy don relief 1n the N s • • ons qu ntly 

the ost 1 ific nt ct1v1ty in the ci t of Fern1 duri th 

y ar a it ton to obt 1n high r r 11 f llo 

Co pl 1nts re nt o re ier P ttullo for th 

sp c1 con 1d r t1on s1 11 

e tra allo ce for cloth1 t 

20•se n and He d," FFP, 
for ach r ci ie t r~~~ ..... ~ 
f ly. "Loe and General, 

21chr t 
thirty turk 
une loyed 
1935, P• 5. 

1935 w th 
for yo 

•Rotar 

22•To U hill on R 

to rev1ou e r r in .. · n 

lend food 23 nd the u 

27, 1935, P• 8. Th qu t1ty 
y the size of the house and 
s pt . 25, 1936, • 5. 

1 t e send out four hundred 
erchan 1se to n le 

er Committee , " FFP, Deo. 27 1 

ov. 6, 1936, P• 1. 

• 17, 1936, P• 4. 
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compla1nt were h ard against the oca.l relief uthor1t1 sand 

the syste of public ork in w1nter. 24 In anu ry to hundred 

fifty une loyed t ged a prote t rade . The Honourable F. 

cPher on, inister of Labour • v1 1t d Fern1e 

so of the abus s te por rily. 25 In th spr1 

rectified 

th un ployed 

g 1n vi orou l y protest d government action 1n introducing a 

t n-hour or day t t enty-f1ve c nts per hour 1n th ir work 

camps, w lch oontr vened Br1t1 h Columbia m1n1 um age and 

hour of ork l s . 26 

British Col relief 1935, 

p rt1cul rly 1n unorganiz d t rr1tor1 the aver mon-

thly um r of 

t t 27 een ere n . 

rr1e relief r c1p1ent w s reduc d by four­

lthough the deore se 1 th number on relief 

1 h whole prov1nc ount d to six percent , the 1tuat1on 

in n1c1palit1es show d littl improve ent ; light d ere e 

in th numb rs of m rr1ed une ployed 

t1ona.te inc ease 1n cost. 28 

s offset by d1s ropor-

Th une ployment 1tuat1on continued to 1 prov during 

1936; the ecrease 1n the ver e monthly numb r of relief rec­

ipient w s over ten percent while th r duct1on 1n unor iz 

24 pr 
1t1ons , 

25"Un mploy d Co 

ttullo for B tt r St ard of Relief Cond.­
ov. 14, 1935, P• 7• 

un1oat1on, M .,2, Jan. 31, 1936, P• 4. 

6wco un1c tion," t une 12, 193, P• 8. 

27 1nce 1933 th re sad op of 16. 5 percen 1n the ver e 
monthly number of r llef rec 1ent 1n the province. British 
Columbia, Department of bou , op. cit., 1935, P• K84. 

2elb1i• 



territories 

ic1pal1t1es. 29 
s almost double the eight percent hown 1n mun­

great d al of optimism as generated ong 

the op re sed 1n th early eeks of 1936 by remier Pattul lo' 

announced intention to 1n t1tute edical care plan. he 

propo al for a contributory sy tem as d1rected to the needs 

of wage earners . ubl1c opinion led by themas of the une -

nloy d opposed the lan and rhen the Leg1 lat1ve Aase bly fa11-

d to g1v it the required upport , it as helv d . JO 

Cond1t1ons continued to improve in the rovince durin --
early,--=lc,c....,,-. e ploy 

hi hest since 192931 and rel1 

ere 

continued suece s of the retr 

u try w :pe he 

throqghout the inter 

the lowest since 19Jl. The 

pro ams led to re efin-

1t1on of relief assistance under thre class1f1cat1onsi un-

employment aid, agricultural aid and relief, d as 1st ance to 

unemployables . The steadily increasing employment rate as 

also exemplified by the federal government's announo ment 1n 

August that the monthly grant for relief as be1n further r -

duced. 32 

s the outlook in th country brightened the cot of 

29Ib1d. 1 1936, • T8J. Thi progr re ained 1n effect. un­
til 1939 when a new greement re 1 ced the grant-in- id 9 the 
do 1n1on paying forty percent of the outlay to residents and 
fifty to transients . In ~ arch 1939, the province took respon­
s1b111 ty for all une ployabl s ay1ng 1gh percent of cost 
for municipal c ses tot cost for ro 1ncial cases in 
mun1o1pa11t1 s . Ib1d. 1 194 , • a119. 

JO ee chap. IV. 

Jl B. c. R lief 1 Groin ,~ F P, u • 20, 1937, P• 1. 

32•cuts • c. Relief rant 30 , 000 , • , Aug. 20 , 1937, P• 1 . 



11v1 rose. Th 1 bour d p rtm nt•s family budget of t ple 

foods, fU l, 11ght nd rent s overt o doll r abo e the 

1933 figure h1ch · s the lo 1 po1n during the de res 1on. J3 

owever a ris1 st~ndard of 11v1ng over the remainder of the 

country rend red the situation 1n F rnie ore critical beoau e 

the industrial and thus the age-e rn1 se ent of he OP-

ul t1on were till dorm t . A resident of the Cro nest 

P ss becam 

standing r 

ore d1 tr ught, corresponding lack of under-

1n h relat1 ly prosperous r ma1nder of th 

province . In th e rly "h1rt1es" he the depr sin s gen• 

eral ome id a of roblems in an cono 1cally s 

r reco 1zed, sine ost r id nts ere able to identify 

th pl1 ht of 1nd.1gents 1th th 1r o ser1ou ro 1 s . ut 

by 19J7 hen co 1 1on had 1 oved over ost of he rov nee , 

very littles p thy w s given to the Cro snest P • 

Complaints g inst th 1nadequat r 11ef allow cs 1n 

f ce of a r pldly r1 ing st d d of 11v1ng re ched a cli x 

in April 1937 h n the Ferni District Une ploy d A oc-

1at1on organized strike , picketed the publicly on d build-

ings 1n he co uni y, a de " ••• an 1ncr a e 1n r 11ef 

allowance t least co 
the cost of l1v1ng, ••• 

gs program to give u 
other hou ehold nee ss1t1 

ensur t with the con tant 
he 1nst1 tut1on of [.~ 

te days extr ork. -to 
aJld requirements . ~ 

Failure tor oogniz the unique roblem of th "P 

rise in 
rk and 

eet 

led to 

JJTh l abour department• 
1n 1933, 15.41; and 1n 1 37, 
l:l?, ov. 26, 1937 , P• l . 

tin October 1929 21. 96; 
"L1v1ng Cost H1gh r,• 

34wune ployed tate nt,• _ , P• 16, 1937, P• 8. 



si ultaneous strikes again t the Cro 's est s Co Company 

and t he une plo ent relief roj ct as n expr s1on of d1 -

content th the general 11v1 conditions and t t us of the 

re 1dents. 35 Th dec1s1on th un loyed oc1at1on nd 

ine union follo ·ed prolo ed efforts to eeure so e 1 rov . 

et in 11vi conditions either by 1ncre d l1v1n llo -

nc s or su .. lementar 

our dispute a settled by 

ogr of ork and a e • The lab• 

11ght increase 1n a es after a 

short sto age but the unem 1oyment re11ef controver y extended 

through y into Jun con ide t1on as 1ven to ithdra -

in ch1ldr n of the unemployed from school unles de ands r 

t . 36 he tr1 e cl1 axed on June 11 , 1937 hen a S8 demon• 

strat1on held on h grou of t r ov1nc1al over ent 

building nd a promise w xtract d to in est1 te oondit-

ions in the district. An int r ting 1tuat1on d veloped 1n 

negotiation h n h jorit o n ed o h 0 1 s 

a block refu to cc t th . off r . The1r 

refusal refl cted th seriou doe tic crises f ect1 

1n the di trict. 37 

others 

1 sen -1938 as the government began to ----
and as relief lo s t o the 

mas 1gr t1on of single une plo ed men 

ri- r ot 

projec t camps 

led. A 

m e to ancouver 

35., ay ostpone 
P• J. 

rn1e tr1 e , • ~a1ly Prov., p. l • 1937 , 

37a ern1e el1 f orkers Bold Demonstration, " Daily rov •• 
June 12, 1937, P• J. 
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under redo 1nant co un1st lead rsh1p , 38 r chin 

and by iay and ventual1y end.1 

a "a1t down" strik. 

1n 1olenoe and 

1x thou -

riot during 

Ne s that the rov1nc1 l overnmen had r sc1nded at n 

percent special allo ance 1n recognition of severe cl1 tic 

co 1t1ons as met 1th loud disapproval in the "P ss" . We -

ther condi t ions 1n the area had not ello1ed, th inter no 

was on the round and temperatures wer thirty e . ees belo 

fre zing. group thre h rd stro arched on the overn-

ent bu1ld1 s here protest ere met by the r ply thr· con-

side: tion ould be given to p y ent of an ello anoe to marr1 

unemplo~ed th families . 0 of Trad off1o1 ls proclaimed 

that if the n ·relief re at1ons ere enf c d "hopeles 

fin no1e tuat1otl oul reuul "and F rn1 would h V tor • 

vert to t. h tatus of an unor an1zed t rr1tory. 3? -The Ronour-

ble F. .c herson, ,1n1ster of bl1c rs, as tol 1en he 

visited Fe_n1e to 1nvest1gat th co plaint, th t 1 ht - five 

percen of the ta..~e collected ere ut1l1zed to ee r lief 

charges and with the new ree nt re u1r1n Fernie to et 

mor of the el1ef load , 1t1onal fifteen to 1ght en 

thousand dollar a year would be needed. his sum ould re-

quire one hundr d f1ft n re 

were l . e dy uch h1gher 

of r ent local t h1ch 

h he t r t r C t>1t 

J8str1ke ,ere led by th t 1n p1red t1on 1 Un -
ct or r ' 

i stor i. 
ploy d o ers • A oc1 tion 
Uni on. Mr aret A. Ormsby, 
Van., Evergreen Pres, 1958, 

39° el1ef Plan Forces rnie to the all , 
Ap. 6, 1938, • 22. 

rov., 

d 
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prov1ne · generally. committee from the une ployed met the 

minister and were advised that 1t as the intention of the 

government to open c p 1n the near future to prov1d part• 

time work, and that government gr nts in aid of the unemployed 

recreation rooms 

considered. 40 
d the unemplo ed sho re air shop would be 

Despite the continued large• ea.le une ployment in the 

"P ss" th re ere 1nd.1cat1ons th t the depression had eased. 

The f1r t tax s e in eTeral year wa held 1n ern1e during 

September 1938. ·he sales had been postpone during the worst 

days of the depression after great deal of pres ure had been 

exerted by residents on the overnm nt. 41 Although approxim­

ately one hundred were adv rsel7 affected , relief for ingle 

une ploy d en w s di continue July l, 19JB. 42 el1ef in• 

1str tor t rm1nated wood-cutting and hauling projects which 

h d been 1n op ration for f1ve years. 43 

Prov1nc1 author1t1 ch ok1 on und rpaid e ploye 

in ~hes ll com unity 1n th as" 1n 1938 had found that 

over dozen employers 1 l h th 1n1 
44 ere p y ng ess tan e mum wage . 

A yea· 1 ter r l1ef 1nvest1 tor aga1n visit d the Pass~ and 

came a ay with the impres ion th t the Fernie res1d nt were 

4o"Hon. cPherson V1s1ts Fernie , t U,l, Ap. 29, 1938, P• 1 . 

41" 1ttle Interest in L ax Sale , FFP , S pt . 30, 1938, 
P• 4. 

42"To Lo Relief July 1,• D lY Prov. , June 15, 1938, P• JO. 
4 J"Arb1trary M thod ," _ ,Oct. 7, 19J8, P• l . 

44"Local and Gen r ," _ , r . 2.5 , 193 , P• 5• 



too len1 nt ands thet1c to th une loy d •· o ere et• 

ting "fat• on relief ands t1st1 d with their ar s1t1c cond.1t-

.ion. The t te ent me 1th b1tt rd nunc1 t1on b res~ 

1dent . Several 1n 1gents h b co e ti f1ed wi t h rel1 f 

1 

1 nt ut the 

ho d 11ttl inc n 1 e to beco e self- uffic-

1 o a con d r ble l~ck of under tanding 

of the situation by provincial uthor1t1 s . 45 Inequities 1n 

th r lief te d fin1t 1 x1st d . A not ble xem le w s 

th c a se of Fez·n1e d1 cov rd 1n 1939 to h Ve een ob-

t 1n rel1 f 1 ce 19'.34 hile ha ing con id rable sum of 

oney 1 th d a int r t . 46 

Th 0 th p ovinc n rally in 1n-

creas1n ly t t al hou h unsettl d co 1n ope 

the E st 0 ind 1th XC lly drys 1n 1938 

and 1939 C U ed con rec 

Th adox1c cond.1 ion of he Cro d 

th he rov1nce g n rally ex o ed 1n a riet fo ul 

1n 19 39. E or db th F rn1 r ch of h C d1 Le ion, 

the Fernie o 

11ne orkers of 

of Tr de-, Femi loc l of h Unit d 

er1ca, th 1nformat1v doc nt 

to ancouv r et1 of the Un loyed F der t1on of Br1t1 h 

45The local unemployed cit difficulty 1n obta1n1 
cit1 xemples o f ern1e re idents ho had j urney d 
oouv r Isl .nd only to end up on relief and that th r e 
six en a1 1 for er n o available 1n t 
1oal 1ndu try 1n th ravine . Co u.n1c t1on,• U, 

J • 27, 1939, P• 4. 

or , 
to van­
ere 
llur-

46H as fined four hundred oll 
onth's 1mpr1sonm nt. •chi ell r 

1939, P• l . 

th the option of eight 
ntenced,• P, Ap. 8, -
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Columb1a. It outlined the depressed condition of the ooal min-

i industry desp1 te the value as an all-purpose coal of the ✓ 

high st quali ty on the continenta "The sturdy citJ of Fern1e 

was built on coal mining , e loymen re c h1ng its p akin 
1917 hen 1,760 men were engaged 1n the mines . Layoff ••• 
reduced t he number of miners t o 156 no ork1n a Coal 
Creek. t he dwellings 1n the vicini t y of the mines are 
being gr duall y dismantled •••• Some 1, 550 persons in ✓ 
Fernie district are no de endent on relief and 140 more 
are on ubs1stenee allowfl,llees rovided by the overnment 

·f1 l d i'elf re ervices. 'i-7 

At another conference o f un ployed held a t Cranbroo.k in Jun , 

proposals ere ade to increase t he basic scale of r elief a.nd 

to gin a o:ck end a ges pro am which ould bol1sh the last 

vestiges of the relief s yste • 48 

By the spr1 ~ of 1939 indications tha t the ecomony of 

the Prairie Provinces hto,d trengthened consider bly were de-

noted by the vacant touri st c ps in the "Pas~ . Dur1 the 

depths of t he depre sion an ndless s tream of tr f f1c oved 

t hr ou the area 1n s arch of ork and escape fro more ev-

ere clim t e . 

./ 

he 1n1ng industry finally began to sho s1 s of recov• 

ery in t he summer of 1939• ncrease demands on th ind-

ustry e e as a :result of th ent build- up in 

the late "thirties"• Source of fuel w re in short upply 

necessit t ing a re-1nv1 gor ted co 1 industry. An announcement 

by th ro • s Nest Pass Coal op y th t t elve miner f~om 

Fern1e , formerly employed at Co Creek and on r lief, ould 

~?"Tom Uphill Talks t Nelson, • _FP, 

48"cranbrook Conference , • , un -
ar. 10, 1939, 

9, 1939 , P• i . 

• 8. 

✓ 



be hired at 1ohel Colliery, red th largest such h1r1ng 

of unem lo d men 1nce the d pre s1on b gan, and indlcat d 

th t order for coa1 from th •p s • ere again being m de. 49 

By 1941 oduot1on 1n the mine hed topped one 1111on tons 

for the fir t t1 · inoe 1913 and the name on th eo any 

p yroll n 

1932. 50 
redo er one thou and tor th first ti 

49"Local d Gen ral," 
Table XVII. 

5°s e T ble XVIII . 

F ' - ul 14, 1939, P• 5 

since 

also see 



CHAPTER IV 

GO NT AID TO THE DESTI TUTE 

Basic to the persistence of sev re conditions in the 

province and the country 1n the ear ly depression was the fail• 

ure of government to assume control of the economy or reepon• 

s1b111ty for the destitute. Canada traditionally was governed 

by a strict free-enterprise syste and economic guidelines 

were considered a tran gres 1on of authori t y. At the begin­

ning of the depression governments were concerned w1 h ath­

ering the reoes ion and ere guided by ol1c1es of 1mmed1 te 

political e xpediency. Consequently no co-ordinated or care­

fully plann d rel~ef policy was set up and although vast SUlls 

of money were allotted as condi t ions deteriorated• adequate 

control over their expend.1tur s by the provinces and hundreds 

of mun1c1pal1t1es was imposs i bl e. Typical of t he probl ms en-

counter in allocation of ublic funds were the relief camps 

in r1tish Columbia. 

Early in the summer of 1931 the goTernments in Victoria 

and Ottawa had moved in conjunct ion to set up public works -
camps to house the tremendous in1"lux of individuals who were 

draining the resources ~£ t he urban centers . A total ot two 

hundred thirty- seTen camps capable of ocomodating over 18,000 

men were erected, equipped and adll1n1stered by the r ov1nce 

-59-
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with one-half the total cash outlay supplied by the dominion. 1 

The men 1n the camp were provided with food, shelter, 

hospital and medical requirements, nee ssary clothing, and a 

cash allo anoe . 2 An extensive program of road work was umer­

taken and a special arrangem nt was made with to transcontin• 

ental rail• ys to provide free transportation to the work 

camp . During the winter months when ork was upended, some 

camps were clo ed and the balance sust 1ned the occu ant with 

direct relief. Closure of th camps an shrinking provincial 

coffers 1 ft a numb r of unempl67ed with no means of susten-

ano . s~me ot th became re·sttrv ·and1n the inter or 1932 con-
- ----

verged on V1otor1 1n 

and corrupt administration of funds combined w1th the public-

1Br1t1sh Columbia, Department of Labour, .AR?:Ite e 1931, 1932, 
P• ESl• 

2nuring prepar tion of th c p a provisional ystem was 
set up whereby en would work an eight-hour, five and one-half 
day w ek and receive 35 cent pr hour if suppor 1ng depend• 
ents and 25 cents per hour if not• less 1 per day for foOd 
and shelt r . "Work C pat Crowsnest," , July Jl, 19Jl, 
P• 4. The basic rate was l ter fixed at · 2 per day for a for­
ty-eight hour week and w graduated for more highly skilled 
occupations; 85 cents per day was deducted for board and aocom­
odat1on. In Nove ber 1931, the province was un ble to cont1nu 
the existent rte and thereafter 7. 50 per month was given in 
return for twenty• six-hour daJ' and the camps were r tricted 
to single men. British Columb1 , apartment of the Attorney-­
General, "Workers De and Better Cond1t1ons ," Attorne7- General ' s 
Papers , art. 151, Ap. 2, 19J2. 

JThe demands included.a thre eals a. day and no work or 4 
ad Yt three days aw ek, no d1scr1min tion and 11 to be sent 
back to the camps from which th 1 came. 

4"Letter fro H. G. Perry o T. D. Pattull.J, Mar. 27 , 1933,• 
cited in Ormsby, op. cit., P• 447. 
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ation of the re ct1onary Kidd Commission ReportS tended to 

accentuate an already tense situation. Partly as a conse uence 

unrest but ..!"1,1lc1_pal_!.7- bee use of prov1nc1a;_r1nanc1al 

d1ff1oult1es th federal government ssum d the entire cost or -
relief to in l e homeless p rson 1n urban c nt rs on ove ber 

1 . 1932. The situation 1n the province cont1nu d to det r1or­

te how v r . 1nc many who h d struggled Jllon on their own 

efforts t hrough the preceding year found 

end of their resources and were compelled to a pply for public 

a s1stance. Although the fed ral government bore the whole 

financial respons1b111ty for maintenance of the tlr1t1sh Col • 

b1a relief c ps. the prov1nc administered and llocated 

fund . A ointments fro the un ploy d to · adm1n1 tr t1ve 

positions and awarding of contracts to supply the camp with 

essentials were tters or contention on,g the public and 

ccu at1ons tlow d rr ely. 6 In order to calm fear or 1 al• 

loo tion of public tunds and 1nistr t1ve ppo1ntments . ad-

1n1strat1on of the rel1 f c ps was turned over to the Depart-

ment of N t1onal Defence? on 1 , 1933. 8 

Under the D. N. D. 1ngl homeles unemployed en entered 

the camps tter prov1 

tre from co un1cable 

Srb1d., P• 448. -

that thy were f1t for anu 1 bour. 

, and wer British ubject • 

6"Lett r from R •• Bennett to s. F. Tolmie . Tolmi e Papers , 
Van., U. B. C • • Oct. 28 • 1929, P• J. 

?Here tter ref rred to as D •• D. 

8James Eayrs , 
tbe Great D pre 

ar to 
P• 126. 



although the l atter st1pulat1ons were not alw ys r1g1dly enfor­

ced. 9 Persons found unacceptable to the D. N. D. r ma1ned th 

re pons1b111ty of the province or :un1o1pal1ty. The men cc pt­

ed were pl c don the neare t proj et to the place of ppl1c• 

at1on 1n which there was a vacanc s "cco odat1on, clothing, 

food and med1oal care war provided 1n kind and an allowance 

not exce d1 twenty cent per d1e • wa prov1d d. "Eight 

hours per day will be worked; Sundays 8l1d st tutory holidays 

will be ob erved; aturday afternoons w1ll b used tor recrea­

t1on •••• •10 Medical, dental and opt1cal fao111t1es w re pro­

vid d by local pr ct1t1oner retained on a cont r act ba 1s for 

11 rvic rendered t the sit . 

he physical t te of the c ps wa compar t1vely good 

1n rel t1on to many of th logging, railroad and mining c ps. 

How ver , 1nv t1g tors did not realize th t the live of ord-

1riary bush ork rs w re rend rd tolerable by the pr os ct ot 

earning a large um of money returning to or c1v111zed 

ar as to sp nd. 1 t . Al though •the en 1n •• • the c p (: ~ are 

fairly co fortabl , plenty of good food, running hot and cold 

ater, good bul'lk and clean crockery to • 12 t with ••• , the 

9a • • Lefr sne , 5498 '.ll!ent 
;;.;;.i;;:::.p~;.;,~P"""'"~t-1_0_na__._l....,;;;"'"""=-...,_=-----;;....~~-r:--af_-="U..,n..,;;e~.....,.~ ........ ~r.ir..--• 

ton, unpu . onours • A. Thea 
. f Canad , 1962, P• ~6. 

10 structions tor the M!P1n1otr t1o! of 
Une for S1ngle 1 Homel9s I Unemploye en, 
19 . , P• • 

11Letr n , op. cit., P• 60. 

12Br1t1 h Columbia, D par ent of the Attorney- General , 
L tter fro Relief c p Invest1g tor to the Attorney- General , • 

Corr a Ddene , art. 227 , Feb. 15, 1932. 
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atmo phere and cook1n ethod wer seldo condue1 e to 

culinary enjoyment. •The soup k1tehen ways seed to be 

loc t d 1n unsu1t ble premise th t o e politic ly fav­
ou d landlord. had rented to -the gover ent. The odours 
of the '... too ·. cooked. last y ar mixed w1 th the odour of l t 
month and 1 t week •. To s rve such a e • he vy reliance 

s pl ced upon boiled dinners, ha hand cereals . er7-
th1ng was u ually overoooked and erv don etal plates 
with twisted fork and kn1v s . 13 

The tt1tude and te per ent of adm1n1str tors 1n the 

camps often ar1ed in relation to th 1r pron 1ty to the int r -

provincial boun:lary. Superintendents of the c unless of 

the o t liberal d1 position, became inor singly curt to a.rd 

the tran 1ents ho came into the ov nc n r qu t d admit-

tanc to th camp only to tay long enough for eal b d, 
I 

then proc d on th 1r way. Ho v r exceptions er no d 

it 1f r l yed amo the en co 1ng w t that they could obtain 

bed and couple of eal at the ore ho p1tabl c nter 14 • 
Tran 1 nt who •rod the rods• 1n trom the East er le s 

inclined to th radical idea th t ere prevalent on the Coast. 

The talk of tr 1ent eo 1 e t 1 o tly about the good 
tr tent en get in co par1 on 1th the r 1r1es the 
East. Br1t1 h Colwnb1 ho p1tal1ty 1 no across the con­
tinent. enoh Canad.1 and ova Seot1ans er 1 nt1tul 
and ~t 1s not1c able th t th ajor1ty of .J;hese transients 
ar very young people , ny of th m ju t Lhav1 il left 

chool •••• One can hear lot of intelligent talk in ref• 
er nc to the present d re ion, lot of sugg tions as 
to wh t th government ought to do . The r 1rie el~ment , 
e p c1ally the farming peopl are loud in their denouno -

ent of the Soviets , bl 1 the for under ell1ng our 
farm r,; product • • • • .:, 

l!fu1le in K loop!J I ttend d the C ntral Cit 

lJor , op. o1t., PP• 146- 14?. 

14z3r1t1 h Columbi , epar ent of the Attorney-General , 
•Letter fro R lief C p InTe t1g tor to the Attorn T- G n r ,• 
Correspol'Jdenc , art . 255 S6, Jun 21, 1932. 
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11 1on where m ala were issued. There 1s a lot of kick­
ing there mo tly ons foreigners and Scotchmen. I also 
noticed that ther 1s a little d1 cr1 1na t1on t the M1 -

ion. he fellows who appear to b civil and try to loo 
as if they ap reei at d the h d out they eee1ved see 
to get the best deal . Known Bed get prett y poor p1ck-
1 • he difference is very not1c able . 

hile in Vane uver I d1str1but d leaflets condemning 
Coop r' g bage relief. I w right outside the r el1 f 
off1oe on C bi Street. At least ev nt -f1v pero nt ot 
the people getting rel1 r r fu ed th leaflets and quite a 
few told e I wa crazy. I w s also out selling the Une -
ploy d orker. I took out fifty copie h d hara--
time g tting rid of the . Jap , inns and Swe es ould 
[buy] but o e or th people I ottered th to ould start 
an ar~ent and perh ps want to fight •••• 

[u on returning to l on I f1n!J The Mosco ews 
and The Worker, publi h din Toronto, re not getting as 
good sale s they used to. The western wo1~er, rinted 
in San Franc1 co• ems to b ost popul • 

Larg - cale greg t1on or s1ngl m non ublic works - -

bl1 hm n t of r d1cal organization on the s ds of d1seontent. 16 

h workers• had tro t1es 1th th Co unit 

n off1c1al blaoklis ot 

although in so camps unoff1c1al ork1ng 

arrangements developed with o 

role, f1r ta 1deal1 t1c Pl"OP~c:u.AL1st and agit tor 

dual 

inst 

the ex1st1ng conom1c and social y te generally antagoniz d 

the adm1n1strat1on. Their practical role w a largely ucc sful 

16E rly 1n the depr ss1on th Singl Une ployed Workers' 
oe1at1on s formed and th1 led to a co-ordinati ng Central 

Council of One ployed Or aniz t 1on in 19311 th Council' 
leading branch as th Nat1ona1 One ployed Jorker ' A oc1a­
tion which was 1n turn connected with the or er' Unity 
L gue . Paul h1ll1p, No o r Greater• Century of bot 
in Br1ti h Columbi , Van., ri 1 h Col b1 Federation of 
Labor & Bog oundation, 1967, P• 105. In 1936 t he Belief 
Camp Workers Union as reorganized into the R lief Pl~oject 
ork rs' Union. Ibid., P• 118. 



1n demand.1ng b t r conditions , a1d1 recognition of e 

comm1tt es, and lat r under the D. N. D.' s administration, 1n 

relaxing r1g1d di cipline. 17 An informer on the radical aot1Y• 

1t1es in the camps on the Lower . inland had the observations a 

I hard a lot of di gruntled talk bout the ational Une -
ployed Worker ' Association. The 1d a of the Independent 

bor P rty see ed to be oat f vor d •••• Quite a lot ot 
crit1o1s is d1r cted against lad.er of the" . u. w. A. " •••• 
These n are al ays fairly well dressed, ble to buy the 
odd beer, do lot of talking around 61 Cordov, but ar 
never 1n front if any trouble 1s brewing, and thi 1s not­
iced and discu sed around the c p fires in the jungles , 
e pecially among English s peaking people. Outside of the 
Russian , Sw d and Finn, and of cour e, the agitator, 
ther 1s very little Red talk h ard •••• 1~ 

Basically the caus of 1ncre ed r d1cal activity during the 

depres ion wa 1n the failure or the economic y t m to fun­

ction smoothly. The common an could see an ev r-wid n1ng gult 

b tw en h1 st tus and that of the proprietors of 1ndu try. 

Economic di parity op ned the doors for the seed of discontent, 

but the failure of the traditional labour unions to prov1d 

some form of organiz tion fitted to the needs of th relief 

camp workers further opened the to the communist or an1zera. 

The camp occupant __ rely from boredo 

and lon 11n In o t of th c 

1onal fac111t1es and the 1nd1v1duals had nor sources, although 

a small proportion of the relief funds was allocated 

at1on fac111ti s after 1935. Instances of agazines and new• 

17R 11et camp organ1z t1on of any kind ere roh1b1ted by 
the DND, but 1n any, local 1n1 tr tor allo d co 1ttee 
to present buses . 

18 r1t1sh Columbia, Depar t of th Attorn y-Gen ral , 
•Letter fro Camp Investi tor to the Attorney- General,• 
Correspondenc, art . 255 256, Jun 21 , 19)2. 



papers uppl1ed by ohar1tabl organization were co on. So e 

of the more resourc fu.l indiv1du 1 turned to uch artistic 

pursuits as ood- carv1n J and ch coal drawing while others 

spent long hour deb ting curr nt world problems us1 id 

borrowed fro the few books which were donat d . But the gr at 

majority whiled away their time story-t lling, pl y1ng card • 

darts and practical joke . In a co unc1 t1on received by the 

.F .............................................. camp work r reveal d som of the1r inter t 1 

Would anyone be kind nough to forward any of the old rec­
ords s the boy out in relief camp h ve an old gramo hon 
of which the spring is going ru ty for ant of something 
to do. An ol d radio would be very accept ble, 1n fact 
anything to cause little amusement and while aw y the 
hours . orking out in the c&f~ 1 of a very slow am dull 
nature w1th no reoompen e •••• ~ 

The relief camps of the Crow net P s gen rt d cop -

ativ ly little di content . One di rupt1on occur d 1n 1934 

when about eighty en alked out of the Eroley c t Crow -

n st objecting t o the tood pr parat 1on and uality , but offic­

ials were not unduly harsh and the en w re qu tered inadjao• 

ent camps thro hout the d1str1ct . 20 s th depre sion ling­

ered on and th future of the indigent how d nc s1gn of 

brightening, di content amo the rel1ef c p orkers increa d . 

The tense s1tuat1on reached a eak 1n 1935 with the announce­

ment by Pr1 e Minister Benn tt that the camp or ers would 

d pr1v d of their vote 1n the co 1ng election. 21 In April a 

l9•commun1c t1on, • ..ff., Dec . 4, 1931, P• 4. 

20•Local and General , " M, b. 29 19.34, P• S• 
2l•B. c. Commun! t and oc1al1 ts Unit for ranoh1 -

ment," B1 c, Wo , J • 18, 1935, P• 4. 



umb r of 1nter1or camp orker converged on the ci y or V -

oouv r on "ork and ages" str1 e and de anded th right to 

vot and recognition of the oamp committee . A clash with 

Vancouver polio was not enough to 1nduo Ott wa to enter neg-

ot1 t 1ons ou t of d erat1on th unsuccessful On•to- Otta 

arch gun on Jun 3, 1935. 

The change 1n governm nt which brought M ck nzie King to 

po r 1n the ame year simultaneously rendered pol1t1ce.lly po -

s1ble the public denounoement ot relief camp yst m wh1ch 

1ncrea 1ngly drawing the 1r of public opinion. Ar 11 f camp 

co 1ttee st up by then w government, while g ner lly vind- · 

1oat1ng the ad.m1n1str t1on of thP. camps , recommended that they 

be replac d by •wor and wage" camps . Tb new sch e adopted 

by the do inion inist red by the f d r D art nt ot 

Labour est bl1sh d r lief orker in rail y, t rm and for stry 

camps , ark1ng the end of th un plo ent :relief camp . 

Operation o public wor c ps by th D artment of t -

1onal D fence oea d June 30, 1936 and th Depart nt of Labour 

arranged with the Canadian at1onal nd Canadian P c1f1c 11• 

ways to carry out aintenance ork to provide so e e ployment 

for the en being di oharg d . Approx1 ately 2,500 en, about 

half on forestry d v lop ent 

project, were provided work 

the balance on ubl1o or 

acco od tio 22 

22The men wer paid JO cent er hour for 1ght hours1 70 
cent pr day a d ducted for helt r . A portion 
of the earnings was 1thheld anoe bond and r turn-
d following termination t the rate of per wee until 1t 

w full7 refund d . Br1t1sh ol b1a, Depart ent of L bour, 
op. cit., 1936, P• T8J. 
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In 1935 youth training program as introduced by the 

provincial government in an attempt to oult1vat 1n1t1a t1ve , 

p rt1cula.rly amo th young une ployed. Earlier in the de-

pres ~on· the provincial government had aid d ould- be 1n r 

to ild aooes tr 11 o pro pectiv ining areas but d1soov-

ered th t n inordinate sum of money wa being epent to build 

beautitul tr 11s to unprof1t ble and often non- exi tent cla1 • 

Under th 1935 sche e all d t 11s of cla1 s , th st ge of dev­

elo ent and assay resUlts were su 1tted and evaluated to ob­

tain po s1ble grant of f i f ty percent of the total cost or 

constructlon. 23 

In y 1935 a sizeable sum was allotted by the L bour 

Depart ent to the Foret ranch for th emplo ent of young 

single en, with t he object of fitting them for employm nt 1n 

t he forest 1ndu try. 'J.he Labour Department selected th en, 

preference being g1v n to tho e betw en t enty-one and tw nty­

f1v ho had be n resident of the prov1nc fort n e r s and 

possessed at le t partial high school education. raining 

was given 1n the onstruct1on of bu1ld1 s 1 roads , tr 11s and 

bridges , and 1ns truct1on 1n the fundamentals of forest proteot-

1on, cruising, scaling, pp1 and survey1ng. 24 nnouncement 

23nur1ng 1935 ther were eight hundred n1ne individual who 
r ceiv d grubstake to enable prospecting tor 1nerals and to 
pl c r- 1ne. Ib1d. 1 1935. • 84. 

24The L bour Dep rt nt allott d 90 1 000 to the progr 
which permitted mplo ent of 380 men until the end of s pte -
ber t rate or 1. 75 per day, le s 75 cents for roo , net• 
ting them 15 to 20 monthly with an additional 10 allowano 
for these son. ork was d1v1d d into three clas ifications1 
Foret E r1ment tat1on rk, orest Tr 11 Improve ent and 
Foret Rang r Assistant . 



o the project was reoe1v d with great ent hu 1asm by the people 

of the Crowsnest ass and optim1st1c predictions were made of · 

the tuture possibilities of the chem.e . ilthough the plan op­

er te throughout t he· reaa1nder ot the decade and reached a 

peak art1c1pat1on of five hundred men in twenty-eight camps 

during 1938, the overall suoces was limited by a lack of tu.ma 

and a failure of ■any of the Bangers , Assistant Rangers and 

P trol.men to co- operate out of tear ot losing their positions 

to young r men. 25 evertheless a tew en were pl ced 1n th 

offices of angers s as 1stants , and a number of others were 

given constructive eacap from the relief lines during the 

summer months . 

be for t al'ld mining plan in Br1t1ah Columbia was expan­

ded l ter in the 7 ar into a lo1nt Dom1n1on- Prov1nc1al Youth 

Training rogram. , on a fifty percent share basis tor projects 

submitted by the p ov1nee and approved by the do 1n1on. Un­

employed males and females between the ages of sixteen and 

thirty of any race , religion or political belief were eligible. 

Allowances correspond.in to the provincial outlays were prov­

ided, w1th the exception that the f deral scheme allowed trav­

elling expenses to reoe1ve instruction way from home , compen• 

sat1on for accident , plus 811 equipment and materials. Fernie 

was one ot four areas of Br1t1sh Columbia 1n which in1ng wa 

ottered. After co plet1ng the mine tra1n1 • tho e who qual-

25out of nine hundred thirty men ap lying, fiv hundred nine 
were enrolled in 1935; one htmdr d eleven men obt 1ned em 101• 
ent at th end of the course, t1tteen left on their own ooord 
nd the balanc ere laid off at the en of the projects. 

•says Plan suoces , • PPP, ov. 22 , 1935, P• l . 



1f1ed ere g1ven a furth r thr e onth course in field ethod 

1nolud1ng lode and plac r pr ospect1ns and exploration under a 

qualified e:ng1neer. 26 In addition to the mining 1nstruct1on 

hich 1 very s ccessfu1 , courses in home economies and car­

pentr y re well tte?Jd d 1n th "ass• area. 27 

he b111ty of the women in the "Pass• communities to 

surv1v th d press1on was ttested to by their fortitude 1n 

organizing projects s1m1lar to the male versions . In late 

1938 group ot unemployed women from Fernie met to organize 

an educational. and occupational training group which was to 

be a jointly spon ored dom1n1on-prov1nc1al plan. 28 

On December Jl, l9J6 plan came into ettect to aid d • -

t1tute farmers to re-establ1 hon productive land. Grants ere 

supplied for tran portat1on, clearance of ne land, prov-

1s1on of farm stock, lumber and implements. A supplementary 

scheme to resettle miners 1n the etaliferous ~1n1n res or 
the province was s1gn1f1cant· to the Crowsnest ass are . ow­

ever the refusal to compens te miners for their property, part-

1 cularly 1n the rn1e area h re a consider ble sum had b en 

spent 1n 1m rovements led to the plan's f ilure 1n th "Pas " . 29 

26Tra1nees received. SO cents a day and board plus 50 cents a 
day bonus at 1ts conclusion if a certificate of prof1c1enc7 was 
won. Canad.a, Department of Labour, R v-
1nc1al Youth Tr n1 Pro for the 
1 1 , 1939, 

27"Commun1cat1on, 11 FFP , Dee. 16, 1938 , P• 8. 
28"Not1ee,• , Nov. 18, 1938, P• 1. 
29A total of 156 persons ere transferred from Fern1e d1str1ct 

to other parts of he province dur1n 1936 and 1937 at a cost ct 
4,077. 37. Thirty-seven were ent to other provinces or over­

seas .. •193 Persons Transferred. from Fern1e 1n Two Yeara,• FPP, 
Nov. 19, 1937, P• l . 



Prem1 r Pattullo's proposal for a contributory syste of 

health 1n urano 1n 1936 apryeared to 1n1t1at new soci con-

ciou ness in the publ ic of the province. ed1cal care by th 

chosen physician or surgeon, free hospital care, the service 

of di gnostic labor tories , and nece sary drugs and medicine 

er some of the benefits under the proposed system which wa 

to be financed by contributio fro employ es and employer • 30 

The lan w not esigned to aid the une ployed ho direly ne­

eded 1t1 but was oriented towards the wage earning portion of 

society hich was capable of providing for its own edical 

need • hen the L g1slat1v A sembly failed to give the requ-

ired support nd public opinion ~as not particul rly f vour-

able to ard the plan, it s permanently helved. 

Failure of t he hospital 1nsuranc sche e typ1f1 d govern-

ment tt mpts to aid the v1ct1 of th d pre sion. he ·oat 

respons1v of rs did not tel public opinion would 

approve lar ge-scale easure to aid the de t1tut, t ugh 

some social consciousness h d be n st1rred. The m1n1mum a sit• 

ance provided accomplished very little and large se ents of 

t he popul t ion were r ta1ned on a sub 1stenoe level hioh, due 

to lack of employment in unskilled trades and opportunity for 

technical tr 1n1ng1 caused m to lose all in1t1 tiv . The 

few retraining schemes for une ployed , plagued bJ shortag of 

,JOThe employee paid two percent of h1s wag w1 t h m1n1 
contribution of 35 and a maxim of 70 cents · pe~ . w ek ; the 
employer p 1d one pre nt . r the insured employ es 1th a 

1n1mum or 20 and a ax1mum or 35 e nta per wee . Br1t1sh 
Columb1 1 Uepartment of Labour, op. ctt. 1 1935. P• 8. 
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fund and mal 1n1strat1on, did not place any trainees 1n 

viable e loyment . Although the d1 se 1 t1on of public funds 

to the de t1tute during 1on set r cedent in the 

x ent o f a1d provid d , cons1d r abl e 1 prove ent w n eded 

1n their alloc tion to ensur e 1r ma~4Mw- ut1l1zot1on. 



CHAPTER V 

THE "PASS• MINERS; AT ROME AND AT WORK 

Around the 11fe of the miner centered the struetur and 

character of the society in the Crowsnes t P ss . In the earl7 

days the miner retained a high d gree of s elf respeott and as 

an integral cog 1n the industrial wheel, was well aware ot his 

worth. ' estern steam coal m1n1ng fields were models or etfic• 

ient operation at the turn of the century1 1 t tor 

equi ment and techniques ere ut1l1zed and although working 

conditions wer poor, the rospect of high earnings otfset 

their influence. The company-owned communities were oompar­

at1vel7 well constructed and ottered good accomod t1on. 

During and 1mmed1at91Y following the First 'orld 'ar, optimum 

pro perit a reached when unions b7 nu erous strikes influ-

enced me a ement to raise wage to a stamard secom. to non 

am to i prove working com.itions considerably. 

In • ent1es•, h 1ne workers of the "Pa a• exper• 

1enced a le en1ng or union it 1ty decline 1n coal 

order f orced l ay-offs and 1age re ucti o • Te re ion 1n 

the •t ti es " al o sa 1 an occu on hol gran-
ually 1 1 1 h1n~ s t a ur . orker er for ced to ek 

other loyment an wa e er o lon r u erl a i ve . 

I provement in acoomodat1on had not k t aoe 1t h the times 

and was a contentious issue. 

-73-
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It had been the praot1oe particularly 1n the coal mining 

reas of the West for the companies to build houses and rent 

them to the miners. Closed towns were a peculiar character­

istic of the West and arose as a re ult of control by the mine 

operators of 11 land in the vicinity of the pithead. Even in 

areas where hou 1ng was made available on other than a lease­

hold bas1s, uncertainty of emplo1111ent and low earnings tended 

to deter pureh se of homes. It was the pol1cy of some operat­

ors 1n the "P s "to control the men through ownership of their 

living quarters. In some of the camps men were e ployed only 

it they lived in company- owned dw lllngs, and tores, hotels 

and ervice ut1lit1es includi schools and hospitals were 

either op rated by the company or under 11cenoe trom it . The 

feeling of insecurity among the tenant-employees that their 

lives were dominated 1n every respect led any operators ho 

realized the strength of the sent1 ent toe 1m resentment by 

selling company houses to employees at reason~ble rates. How­

ever the sales were often made under evere legal condition 

such as a clause allowing the co pany to resume os slon 

without oompens t1on.1f meeting were held 1n a iner' s rea­

idenc . A common complaint th t town ut111t1 s uch as light-

ing, sewage disposal and water supply were arranged the will 

of the company r ther than through municipal org nizations was 

not always justified but an ur of domin t1on did prev 11. 

Hous sin mining camp usually ere stereotyped rows or 

box- like structures that exhibited 11ttle creative imagination, 

although a few were spacious, solid and 

The relatively poor reputation of hous1 

odern in their time. 

1n mining camps was 
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enhanced little by o 1t1on 1n the Cro nest Pass during the 

depression per1od. .A notable exception was the city of Fern1e 

where number of large• well constructed homes o ned by peo• 

ple 1n service and professional occupations graced an attract­

ive community• but the majority of the employees of the oo l 

company were not 1nhab1tant of the privately o ed residence . 

Miners for var1ous aforementioned reasons preferred the co• 

pany's houses which they 1 ased . Exteriors of the houses 1n 

the m1n1ng commun1t1es admittedly were seldom attractive and 

usually were dirty and unpainted. This was a consequence of 

the airborne coa1 dust which rendered maintenance of the exter• 

1or impossible. In sharp contrast ho ever, were the interiors. 

Energy which would have been asted on external be ut1ficat1on 

with few exceptions w s turned to maintaining immaculate in• 

t rnal cond1t1ons~ 

During the "thirties• ho es 1n the Crowsnest co unities 

generally deter1orated1 whether owned by the company or pr1v­

tely. The Corbin strike 1n 193.5 was partly due to neglect 

of company-owned hou es and the refusal to renovate the . 

Residents of Fernie their ho es were barely able to 

meet tax demand and maintenance of properties ceas d complet• 

ely. Residents of the "Pass- towns received ut111t1es fro 

the companies and because the latter were 1n poor financial 

straits, ayment of bills w a necessity. Consequently arr, 

of the unemplored cea ed u 1ng eleotr1c1ty, refrained from 

using b ths al'ld. a few ere forced to completely suspend usag 
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of water fac111t1 s . 1 Home owners and le sere were similarly 

unable to continue arly maintenance n:l properties deterior• 

ated rapidly fro neglect . 

The lite of the miner in the "Pass• d1 tr1ct varied only 

slightly between the communities in which he lived. A majority 

of the miners employed t Col Creek Colliery either lived in 

the company- owned and operated town of Coal Creek, or tr velled 

on its orr1ssey, ern1e and Michel Ra1lw y fr 11) Fern1e 1 the 

principal service c nter in the area. The town 1te of Michel• 

Natal , twenty-. ive miles north or Fernie, and all living quar­

t r, tores, hotel and serv1c fac111t1 s were 1 ilarly 

own d or lea d from the Cro' est Pass Coal co any. Rs-

1dent of the town of Corbin wer in every resp ct dep lld nt 

on the fortunes of the Corbin Coal and Coke Companr. 2 

ost of the 1ners in the Crowsnest region were e pl07 d 

underground except at Corbin here the "Big Showing• ined 

by an open p1t ate shovel operation. ork at the •t c s 

full fledged miner ngaged less than one-third or the men 

he jor1ty of e ployees ere engaged in providing 

nd. a1nta1n111g the trans r tation sys ... em and 1n cleaning, s1z-

lA11 ut111t1es wer rented tro , and 1n ppl1oable c ses , 
rents also payed to the co Pa!l1'• San1t t1on and w ter cost 1 
per month for each house and SO cent pr month fore ch shaok. 
or houses with baths an additional $1 pr onth was charged. 

Electr1c1ty per sixteen candle power light cost SO cents per 
month. House rentals were pproxi ately -10 to .15 per onth. 
Contract b teen Br1t1 h Col bi 1ner • As ociat1on of Coal 
Cre k and CNP CoaJ. ~o18 1931, n. p. , n. pub. , n. d. , P• • 

2see chap. II, n. 11. 

Jcanad, eport of the Roya1 Commission on Coal 1 1946, 1947, 
P• 295• 



ing and shipping the ooal at the urt'ao 4 • • orking conditions 

at the "toe• were determined by the ethod of coal extraction 

which 1n turn dep nded partl7 on local cu to but pr1nc1pal17 

on underground conditions . he old r system of "r oo • and• pil• 

lar" m1n1ng engag d two or thre - en groups working 1nd pend­

entl7 ot oth r -te s but who we~e h1gh17 depend nt on each 

other. Pace , eff1c1enc7, s fety of working practices and earn-

1ngsS were largely determined by the individuals on the tam 

who thus developed 

rel1ano • 

stro sense of 1ndep ndence and selt 

A high d gre or teamwork s al o essential in the ore 

modern and highly m chanized longwall 1n1ng, but inst ad of 

two or thre en, as man, as thir ty were engag don each teu. 

echan1zation wh re physical colldit1on p rm1tted ad possible 

higher wages6 tor lighter work but also required substitution 

of the old pione r 1nd1vidual1s with high degree ot dia­

c1pl1ne1 the work of an entire shift could be disrupted by the 

absence of a few key men. chan1z d longwal.l techniques were 

ut111zed ore ext naively 1n th Michel colliery than 1n Coal 

Cr ek where the room-and- pillar ethod prevailed. 

Owing to the high outnow of 1nflam.m ble gas and 7 

tragic ac 1dent in the mines of the Crowsnest d1str1ot , sat ty 

practices wer extremely important to all 1ners. The occupat-

4tb 

5"W1 t h1n the g neral wag structur they ••• det ine how 
much the7 earn, for they a e p 1d according to the tonnage 
they load out." D?.!s•. · 

6 ost longwall m1n1ng 1s also done on a contract b sis. 
I 1 • -



1onal hazard of coal 1ners was higher than th t of any other 

occup t1on of s1 1lar s1z and nature , and or than three 

t1m th t of all Canadian mal s a ed twenty to ixty- four. 7 

The rte of accidental de th emong coal 1ner 1n r 1t1 h Col­

umb1 w the high tin C da 1n the year 1931- 19411 and 

b o u e of the high r outflow of ga 1n the Crowsnest area 

than 1h other 1n1ng d1str1ct, oc1d nts were co on . Thus 

st ty procedure were r1g1d1y upheld aJld bee 

part of the industry 1n the d1str1ct . 

Of the soci 1 a ect of lite in the •p 

an 1nt gral 

"• th otiv• 

ities of the Eat ootenay 1ne Sat t7 Association were under­

taken with an inherent er1ou ness akin to no other social 

organiz tion. ibe ba 1ce.lly r1ou ture ot th soc1 7 was 

mello ed by the social ilieu in which 1t pr1 ary ct1v1ty 

held. Beginning in 1921 annual co titlons took pl ce , 

originally to deal wi t h accid nt victims but th i were 

oon equ lly directed to th or fund ental n ed tor a o1d-

ent prevent1on.8 It was di cov rd that the jor1t of aco1d-

ents 1n mines was due to 1nadv rtent car l asne a and: it bee e 

the purpo e of 1ne atety oc1 tions to all 1ne workers 

consc1ou of the valu of at • thods. Each ear de onstra• 

t1on and. co petition w re hel 1n fir t a1d ap 11c t1on, 

s tety me hod and 1ne r scu ork. o t of tho et 1 

t w re coal etall1ferou iner although a few were 

7Ibtd•t P• 296. 

8 r1t1sh olumb1 , epartment of 1n s 1 "1ne Safety Assoc• 
1ations , " .AR 1 1931, 1932, P• Al91. 
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ety devices and procedures, the 1noidence of accidents beyond 

human precautionary easures was still very high. In a eek• 

er.id explosion at Michel Colliery in July 1938, three ma1nten• 

ance workers were killed when a 11ghten1 bolt was conveyed. 

to a gas pocket at the mine "face" by the metal coal ear rails. 

It was a twist of fate that many more were not killed as a 

shift of sixty-eight had worked the explosion area during the 

week. 14 A few weeks later a eave-in at Cea1 Creek seriously 

injuren a workman 1n Number One East Mine; 1t preceded a sev• 

ere "bump" by three weeks which took the lives of thre 1ners 

and injured a dozen more who were caught under the falling 

roor. 15 The following descr1pt1on was given by survivor 1 

They _(relt as though thei} had. fallen from a height• 
landing heavily on their feet and then ~er~ h1rled 
about d1zzlly. All ••• suffered grave d1scomto

6
rt from 

suffocation from coal dust-laden atmospher . 1 

The mine unions, like the mine safety organizations, 

were a most 1mportant aspect of the coal iner•s lite. All 

company employees were eligible to loin and fro . the ember 

were selected the off.1oers and committees to meet and d1- ouss 

with the companies ooDi1t1ons and welfare of the emplo7ees. 

The unions in the •Pass• had a long history and were an 1 port­

ant aspect of community lit . 

The mine union as a vit force had been introduced 1nto 

the Crowsnest Pass as an instrument to ensures re ork1ng 

l4"Three Killed at Michel,• FPP, July 8, 1938, P• 1. 

15•Acc1dent F tal to Three,• FFP, Sept . 23, 1938, p. 1 . 

l6•Brave Men to the Rescue,• J::ll, Sept. JO, 1938, P• l. 



conditions in the m1nes after an xplo ion 1n 1902 which h 

cla1 ed on hundred twenty-eight lives. Organized labour 

gradually bee e an 1n t1tut1on 1n the lite of the "Pass" 

mi ner, not only to guarantee re onable t and 

but also as a collective force t o ensure s fe ork1ng cond.it• 

ions 1n en extremely h zardous occupation. to ensure older 

miners d d1s bled m nor ork they could p rform ih1eh avoided 

t he1 being d1se rded when their u etulness l bour rs h 

ended, and to obt 1n speci al con 1d.erat1ons tor abnormal cond1-

t1on und r th contract sy te of 1n1ng. 

Th · record of wage ad anc nt dur1 the f1r t twenty 

ye r of th1 o ntury parall eled unprecedent d pros p r1ty 1n 

the coal 1ndustry. 17 i he aTer industrial age for all ale 

employe s 1n r 1t~ h Col1 bia w almost 1x dollars l ss than 

that or th coal industry 1n 1920. Decline of th col 

duri t he "twent1e • w the unions gradually lo e rength 

and by t he t ie of the "Gre t epr s ion~ organiz 1on had 

rev rt d to small local e ents . 

The •p s" area as or aniz d und r the jur1 diction of 

the Un1ted Mine or ers of erie 18 during the f1r t uart r 

of t h1s c ntury. The U. M. w. ent red We tern Can d tdat1ng 

developm t of broad coverage rga1n1ng for the coal field 

in the central United St te l9 after the turn of the century. 

17se Table XXI . 
18 ereafter ref rred to a the u •• w. 
19a. A. Logan, .,.Thiii,ii,,,iii,e_H_1 ___ s t .... o ... r ... 1_0...,f_....._ad.......,e_.,.u_n1.,_o_n ...... or~e;an1.....,.._z_a_t_1_o_n__,,1_,.n 

Canad.a• Chic . , Univ. of Chic. Pr , 1928, P• 193. 



t that t1 e 1n1ng wa cont1n d to Vancouver Isl nd nd the 

Crowsnest region, cent ring on Michel and Fern1e. The Wes t ern 

Fed r t1on of Min r had rev1ously tte t d or an1z t1on ot 

t are but st ped aside for the powerful newcomer in 1903 

when the U.M. W. obt 1ned a contr ct with t e Cro • s est Pas 

Coal Company. In 1906 and 1907 the union expand d and signed 

contracts with oat of the s all er oo pan1es alo t he outhern 

route f the Canadian Pac1f1c R 11 ay. As consequence or 
th1 expansion, the 1ne o e for ed the selves into the 

Western Coal Oper tor As 001 t1on and signed a joint collect• 

1ve greement with the U. M. w. 1n 1907, the f1 t of it ty e 

1n Canada. Th first ma~or strike 1n the •p ss• o curr din 

1911 hen as pa~hy so pag s a re ult of an unsucce sful 

attempt by the u • • w. to organize the Cumberland and Ladysmith 

local on V ncouver Island deter1orat d into one or the longest, 

most bitter and expensive strikes in Canadian h1story. 20 

During 1918 the miners of Di tr1ct 1821 staged str1k 

1n a dispute over the introduction of a compul ory eight- hour 

day 1n the 1ne . In the 1d t of the l ocal strike the newly 

form d One Big Un1on22 called general str1k 1n Winnipeg, and 

the resultant ubl1city and ho of strength gain d the new 

un1on cons1derable sympathy ong the strikers in Western 

20Th1s strike caused Canadian P cific to turn to the Pen­
nsylv n1 coal fields to provide the Trail smelter nd led 
to the ter 1n t1on of coal ord r from the C Coal Co . 
Inn1 , Settlement and the Frontiers, P• 285. 

2ln1striot 18 included the Yancouver Island, Crowsnest Pass , 
South rn Alb rt and outh rn skatche an locals of the UMW. 

22 reafter r ferred to as the o •• u. 



Canada. Consequently, any miner jolned the o. B. U. and pre­

cipitated a sch1 m 1n the u •• w. What began as a local com• 

pany disput became a jur1sd1ct1onal battle, and when the Win­

nipeg General Strike collapsed in the sUDUller of 1919, the 

struggle continued 1n the m1nes of the Crowsn st Pass . Virt­

ually every employee of the Crow's Nest Pass Coal Company not 

engaged 1n anagement w s str1kebound, aking 1t the most et• 

fect1ve stop age ever called 1n the "Pass". In 1920 the mines 

were elosed aga1n for several weeks, and two year l ter the 

remnants of the o. B.U. mov ent staged another stoppage. The 

•Pass• mines ppeared to be des tined to ork stoppage every 

time the contract between the union and the operators expired. 23 

In 1924, the disrupting influence of frequent strikes 

combined with a lack of coal arkets caused a serious shutdown 

at the Coal Cr ek Colliery. In the spring on expiry of the 

previous agreement, employer sought major reductions in wages ., 

similar to the demands thwarted by the success ful strike of 

1922 and negot1 tions throughout 1923. Despite John L. Lewis' 

controversial logan, •no ckward step•, 24 adopted by the 

U.M. w. in face or the gener al recession during the •twenties• , 

the union was forced to yield because of a depleted treasu17. 25 

23Between 1902 and 1924, onl7 the year 1904-1905, 1908, 1910, 
1913-1915, 1918, 1920-1921, and 1923 w re free fro strikes . 
Hughes, op. o1t., P• 94. 

24Logan, op, cit., P• 197. 

25Employers initially ins1 t on a reduction of fifty percent 
but yielded to an overall reduction of twelve and one- half 
percent. British Columbia, Dep tment of Labour, ARML1 1924, 
1925, P• G40 . 
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Employers ere not sat1 fied with th agreem nt and although 

the 1ohel Colliery as opened, Coal Creek rem ined clos ed 

throughout a seven mo~th work period. Not until the i n r 

brok.e ·1th the u. • w. · and mad an gre nt f r another wage 

reduction26 through an wly formed looa1 org 1zat1on as a 

ettl ment re ch d . 

Closur of th Coal Cre k Colli ery and failure of the 

un1on to prov1d uffic1ent funds for the striking m1n rs 

brought to th surface a di turb1n roblem h1ch gr w xceed• 

any of the tr1k1ng 1 l re s the deed ro essed. 

miners wer advised to see ployment else her because ot 

an expect r duction in. production when the trike net , and 

•arrangements w re mad by the provincial gov r ent to put 

relief rk in hand in Ord r to cope with the •• • it t1on. •27 

F ilure to ad.Just tor p1d1y changing cond1t1o in th 

industry s1gnif1 d th end of the u •• w. as an 1nt'luenc 1n 

the We tern Canadian coal field and left a void which was 

filled by new union compr1 d of fragm nt of th tr d1t• 

1onal 1ndustr1a1 unions. The in worker 's Union of Canada28 

ould never tt 1n a follow1 of th agnitude tha t e U. M. W. 

had commanded nor effectivel7 improve conditions for the work-

u pected 1n1t1all of connect-ers in the Crowsne t d1 tr1ct. 

1on with the communist mo 

the re41oal tendency -of 1t 

nt 1n the er1can coalf1 lds, 

work r and near 

26It was fer fifteen percent. 

27Ib1d. -28Her atter r ferred to as th 

c :used une ne !=I 

Ib1d. -
. • u.c. 
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part1ally quelled detr ctors 1n the late "twenties" hen a 

more d1st1notly Canadian for as espoused , and affiliation 

was made with the All-Canadian Congress of Labour soon after 

1ts z tion, but in 1931 it rev rted to ties th the 

Worker's Unity League, the gen ral r pr sentative in Canada 

of the Red Internat ional of labour unions. The League used 

the method of working within established unions or organiz d 

1ndustr1es wher e no union previously existed.a •the organ1z­

at1on of the unorganized must b the main and central task or 
th P rker • Unity Le gue of Canad ,•29 

In the np ss• , the union locals t Pernie and ichel 

were organized separ tely under the British Col bia Miner ' s 

Associat1on30 after the bre with the U.M.w. i n 19 S• Pres­

sur was applied periodically on the local bodies to realign 

with an intern t1onal union. particularly fter 1929 hen the 

M. w.u. c. bee e entrenched in Col men and Corbin. 1th agree- · 

ments due to terminate in 1930, the representatives of the 

local unions 1n the •Pass• et 1n Coleman in an unsuccesstul 

att pt to agree on a eontr ct that would eneo p ss the dis• 

trict. A vote in Michel and Pern1e in September 1931 to join 

the M. w.u. c. which was neg ted after charges of stuffed ballot 

boxes ere laid, the news oft J tragic Estevan strike called 

1mmed1at l y after att111at1on with the M.w.u. c. aa made, ar..d 
the threatened refusal ot local employer tone t1ate with 

29Br1t1sh Columbia• Depar ent of Labour, op. cit., 1936, 
P• K67. 

JOLogan, loc . cit . Here tter referred to as the BCM.A. 
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the ne union. oo b1ned to influence iners to vote down the 

aft111at1on at a general meet1ng. Jl 

Agitat1on ea d 1n Coal Creek after repudiation of the 

. w.u. c. but 1t increased 1n many other centers 1n the Crows­

nest. A strike was called in Coleman in March 1932, and an 

attempt was made to extend the stoppage throughout the district 

with optim1stic hopes by the union le ders thet workers across 

the country would stage a general strike 1n support of the min• 

ers . 32 The newly organized union as short of strike funds 

which led to rejec t ion of the ·stopp ge by number of destitute 

miners and near riots betw en the d1sagree1ng fact1ons . JJ The 

five- onth strike was eventually broken 1th the aid of a con­

tingent ot R. C •• P. ott1oers and the mines reopened on the 

basis of the previous agreement with the exception th t known 

radicals would not be rehired. 34 Several leaders were jailed 

which hastened the rapidly widening split between moderate and 

radical un1on1sts,JS and th determination of the radicals 

hardened in the face of re ct1onary organizations formed to 

Jlrn a r eferendum 1n 1929 requiring two- thirds ajorit7• 
334 voted in favour of 3o1n1ng the wuc , 259 against, out of 
a tota1 of 1,350 eligible, •vote Against New Union, " !?f,, 
July 5, 1929, P• 4. 

32"Pass 1ners on Strike , • U, ar. 25 , 1932, p. land 
•Bellevue en Strike, • FFP, Ap. J, 1932, P• l . 

33•str1ke Trouble at Bellevue,• fil• ay 6, 19.32, P• land 
"The Coleman Mine Trouble , • fil t y 20 , 1932, P• 1. 

34•Radtoals Admit D feat , • • ay 27 , 19J2, P• l . 

35"Alleged ' Reds ' Beat Up oderates at Bl irmore , • FPP, 
July 15, 19.32, P• 4 and "Trouble alter on Trial t " f!1, 
Oct. 10, 1932, P• l e 
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halt the extremist trends by foroe . 36 

There was sound b sis for advocate of the ex1st1ng 

syst em to b alarmed. The most flagrant example was the town 

of Blairmore which elected a communist city council and school 

board , renamed their main street •Tim Buck Boulevard• , 37 cele• 

brated y Dy and November 7, the anniversary of the Ru s1an 

R volut1on, a the sole school holidays , and actively organized 

and supported Young Communist Clubs among the youth of the 

commun1 ty. 38 

The next community in the Crowsnest Pas to experieno a 

work stoppage 8J'ld break with -the existing union largel7 at th 

instigation of the M.w.u.c. wa Michel-Natal. The M.w.u.c. 
gained coas1derably more i nf luence 1n Michel than in Coal Creek 

because or the latter' s tear of antagonizing a management sym­

pathetic to the 1dea of cea 1ng operation oomplet ly. By 1934 

the radical union leader had succeeded in attract1 a portion 

of miners aw y from the B. C • • A. A strike was called 1n ay 

based on the demands that employee collect their own due , J9 

all work available be d1v1ded with unemployed miners who had 

b n suspended , and working conditions be improved. A maJor1ty 

J6"Klu Klux Klan, " FFP, Sept. JO , 1932, P• 8. 

J7A l arge boulevard w1th rocker1es and lighted with a huge 
neon sign r eading "Tim Buck oulevard" was constructed in 1934 
and eventually was dismantled when the communist city council 
w s defeat ed in 1937. "Tim Buck Boulevard , Famed Str eet 1n 
Bla1rmore will soon be Memory , • ..U, Sept. 17, 1937, P• 1. 

38•The Government at Blairmore , • FFP , Feb. 22 , 1935, P• 4. 

J9Management deduct d dues fro ages in th "check- otr• 
system and consequently onl7 cc ptable organizations rec­
eived the funds . 
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or the miners failed to support the M. w.u.c. and a return to 

ork was succes fully agreed upon without incident under terms 

of the old contract .40 The relatively tranquil settlement ot 

t he Michel strike was o 1nous 1n the race of forthc oming eTents. 

Typ1cal or the labour unrest during the "thirties" was 

the 1935 stri ke which spelled the end of a •p s• community. 

The town of Corb1n, near the 1nt r rovinoial boundary and tour­

teen miles up a mountain pass from the ain rail and highway 

arter1es, had been founded by D. c. Corbin of Spokane, a rail• 

way magnate and financier ., 1n 1908. Corbin grew as coal co • 

pany to ·ms houses, tores, school, hospital• transportation 

service and t111t1e 41 were exclusively oompany• owned. 

Houses were built in the t r aditional 1n1ng town p ttern with 

either a tand&rd one or two storey frame and the stores ere 

leased to the oper tor. 42 One doctor was retained and provided 

with lodging by the company to serv the miners who entered 

into agreements on a monthly basis; payments were deducted from 

their wages and transferred to the physician. 

Although the community was completely dominated by com-

40Brit1sh Columb1, Depar ent of Labour, op. cit. , 19'341 
P• L69 and "M1ohel Miners R turn to Work," mt June 1 1 1934, 
P• 1. 

41All ut111t1es were reaso ble compared to other "Pass• 
towns . Between 1931 and 1934, water was 1. 50 per month, and 
eleotr1o lights SO cents per onth per forty watt bulb. Use· 
of the company as , houRe cot each miner l per month and 
garbage disposal wa prov1d d for ;o cents per month. 

42Th r as no v1dence of pr1ce- f1x1ng. Personal 1nter­
v1ew with Mrs •• Baratell1, re ident of Corbin from 1911 to 
the present t1m . 
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pany policy, conditions were generally good4J and employment 

was relatively higher than 1n other areas of the "Pa s " during 

t he depres 1on unt11 1935, due to a constant market for the 

particular t e of s t eam coal mined 1n the a ea . 44 Corbin 

miner had been l ess affected by the general retrenchment of 

wages 1n t he l a te "t ent1es".; the i •solation of the town and 

higher coat of 11v1ng ~•caus of oo t ranspor t a tion fac111t• 

1es necessita ted higher compensatory ag • 45 

Few emp101ees were act1vel7 compl 1nt1ve until l9JJ when 

a combination off ctor 1 d to a strike h1oh drew ttent1on 

to severals ming buse . In that year, a st am hovel was 

introduced in the open•p1t mine which replaced a number of en. 

A level was sealed off due to an uncontroi lable fire and another 

ruled as unprofitable at de .ressi n rats. The proble s W$re 

given voice by an extremely vocal Mine Worker's Union or Can-

ad • 46 The leading voices or the M. w.u.c. v1 1ted Corbin nd 

4Jin 1929 t the tim of t h o n1ng of a road into the town, 
Corbin boasted f1tty cars . • corb1n Boad Open Saturday, • FFP, 
Aug. 9, 1929, P• 1 . BJ l9J5 there r ne h ndred ten, valued 
at lJ0,000 and al.though no t1gures are available to co pare 
other m1n1n town, th co uni 1 w s r a t1v l y quite prosper­
ous. •corb1n Situation,• . ., P• 26,19 3.5, P• a. Wages ranged 
from a m1n1mum 4. 50 per day underground to a ax1mum $6, 
exc pt for contract miners who w re known to earn 10 per d Y• 
A9:eement betw en Corbin Coll1 r1es &td, ~nd Corbin Miner• 
Assoc1at1on1 Effective Ap. 1 1 1931 1 exm1nat1ns Mar. 311 1935, 
Calgary, West Pr1nt 1ng Co. , n. d. 

44The oo 1 t Corbin as od quality tam eoal, close to 
the surface so th t l arge ste hovels could be used together 
1th other coa].- cutt1ng machinery. Hughes, op. c1t . 1 P• 91. 

4SBri 1 h Columbia, Dep rt n of Labour, "Coal Miners -
Corbin, op. cit. 1 l9J!t, P• L64. 

46The WC was joined 1n 1929. •Rd El ment Meets Dete t,• 
FFP, Mar. 18, 1932, P• 1. 



the u.rround1 di tr1ct• urg d 111t nt t on all 

fund fro oth r lni co un1t1 , nd 

generally g1 t ted ag in t th :i:1 1ng y t • r . Uphill , 

, .L. A. me ber of the Ind p ndent Labour P rty u ort d 

the tr1ker , 47 ur 1ng th t the 1ner r rr n tro v1olenoe. 

The d1 tur c • quel l d when th 

on develo ent n1 1nten oe h1ch roqutr d 

underground level •48 

ed to OarJ:7 

X'S t 

Later 1n 19)) two under o levels wer clos d ~or a 

th er1od1c l y- oft• due to period or thirty day . Dur1 

l ck of m nd throughout th • th cop ?17' tr nt of 

th plo e was ta1r and D nt of hous1 • w ter, 11 t 

and coal b1lls was no r1g1dl7 enforc • 49 In 1934 he co -

attem d to naot er uo lon ot tour rcent but 

w • thwart by a on a toppage. ~O 

th t o er t1on w re to b eon e rt d at th • 1 

d that l 7• otts w r · 1 1n nt o1r ulated throu b th 

co unlt7 a1nta11'led ro ~ e ot1onal pitch, 

ours 
.s1 
l 

'•h 1tu t1on re oh a ol1JI x 1n Janu 7 1935, wh n 

minor die te52 d • lope 1nto a jor d1 agree nt ba on 

48" orb1n Trcu l dju t d, _ , Au . S, 1933, • 1. 
49• o Coal in t Corin Cloe,• , July 21, 1933, P• l . 

50 rt t1eh Col bi a-r,r:m 1111•nt of bo r, loo • . e1 t . 

51A t u d for r t1o 

.52 
t he 
d1 c 

1v n f 
sh1tt, h 
1n th t r 1v 

to · on the lo un 11 
h vi oountercn r 4 
r en h ''d acco_.-___ 1 h1 • 
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demands for 1mprov d housing and working cond1t1ons53 and the 

resulting stoppage f or oed Canadian P o1f1c to cane l orders 

constituting sixty percent of the total production. 54 he 

cancellat1on eaus d anage ent to lose all confidence 1n an 

eoonomicall7 fe s1bl ettl e ent and to terminate negot1 t1ons . 

Sporad1o working of the •B1g Showing" ra s allo ed throu hout 

th winter to supply schools and homes but 1t h the announce­

ment 1n arch th t the company would begin full - scale operat• 

ions to f1ll outstanding coal orders, the un1on t ook a militant 

st nd. When electr1c1ty wa withheld from the wo ker • ho ea55 

and Prov1nc1al Pol1ce were succ sstull7 recra1ted for protect• 

ion of strike breakers , the st e was set tor a ajor con1'ront­

at1on. The presence or seventr- seven Prov1ne1al Pol1ce.56 and 

approx1 a tel7 four hundred 1ners57 walking fro Bla1rmor in 

a1d of th 1ners prepared th clill te for strife. A riot 

53Brit1sh Columbia• Depart ent of the Attorne7- G neral , 
"Report of the Constable ot Corbin Detachment of r1t1sh Colum­
bia Provincial Pol1ce to the ttorne7• General' Department , • 
Correa ondenoe, J n, 26, 1935 • 

.54Bri ti sh Columbia, Depart ent of bour; op. 1 t •. 1 1935. 
P• l6J. 

5%r1t1sh Columb1 , Depart ent or the Attorney-General, 
"Corbin trike , Letter fro t h Const ble of Corbin Detachment 
of Br1t1 h Columbia Provincial olice to the Co iss1oner ; • 
Correspond.enc , Mar. 25, 1935. 

56Br1t1 sh Columbia, Depar ent of th Attorney-Gen ral, 
"Radiogram to the Commissioner fro the Officer in Charge 
of ' B' Division," llis_. , Ap. Ot 1935. 

57 May 1 oelebr t1on 1n Bl ore was ropo d to organize 
a march of 5,000 person to id the Corbin miners . British 
Columbia , D{?partment of Labour, op. o1t. 1 193~, P• K6,S. A 
total of l,JOO marchers wer prepared to h1ke fro Calgary and 
400 Bl irmor 1ners re to by pol ice at th 1nterprov-
incial boundary. "Corbin S1tuat1on, ~ U , Ap. 26, 1935, P• 8. 
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ensu d58 1n which on strike breaker skilled and over forty 

peopl 1n jured;59 t enty-t o •miners wer convict d withs n-

t nee rangi up to s1x months' 1mpr1so ent . 60 Mining op r • 

ations per anently ce sed and rel1ef was refus ed to fo er 

res1dents6l when they tt mpted to establish r s1denoe in other 

communities 1n th •p s s " . A number er transported to van­
couv r, a.naimo and e Westminster by boxcar at the expense ot 

the prov1nce62 and the remainder d erted the tagnant oo un• 

1ty to filter into oth r 1?'Jdustr1e throughout the d1str1ct . 

Labour unrest declined con id rably 1n the "P s" tter 

S8The following account 1s 1 en by an officer of the British 
Columbia Prov1nc1 1 Pol1oe1 • ••• a far s I ean a cert ain and 
from our own observation I don't think that the dr1v r of the 
tr ctor as hi t until the cro was practically d1sp rsed . The 
tr ctor stopped about five or six yard befor getting to the 
crowd, low rd the blade close to the ground so as no p rson 
could get under it then prooe d to 1'd the ero • I tr1 d to 
get th . crowd to allow the tractor to pa but they r rused. 
Wh~n the tract or wa within two y rd of t he t he cro ea 
rush, attacked th men on the tractor as well s thirty ot our 
men. ~omen threw pepper in their eyes and the men used club 
and rocks. I consider if the tractor had. stopped that 11 ot 
them would have b n unmercifully beaten to death and tht,1r 
only salvation was to get a y o the crowd a soon as pos• 
1bl. he tractor w only travelling about three- quarter 

miles er· hour, b 1 in low gear t the tie •••• As far as I 
ear.. make out the dr1v r was truck by a rook , s t nned and o • 
entarily floored Just s the crowd w dispersing, but all th 
others ere badly beaten up ·. en the rush w s mad on the trac• 
tor.• Br1 t1sh Columbi , Depar ent of the Attorney- Gener 1, 
"Report of the Officer in Charge of •s• Divis ion to the Attor• 
ney-General's D partment,• Corr spon noe, Ap. 24, 1935• 

59 any of the injured w r wo en. It was sugge ted with 
sound b 1s by police officer that wo en w re placed 1n the 
f orefront of p1ck t lines, tactic u ed in previous str1k 
at la.irmor and Estevan. ~ • 

60ncorb1n Situation,•_, • 26, 1935, P• 8 . 

6l"corb1n M n in Need ,ft ___f, pt . 11, 1936, P• l. 

62"Local and G neral," __!, Sep . 18, 1936,. P• 5. 
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the Corbin trike and in 19J6 the miners ~eturned to the 

u •• • • arking the end of the violent obstruct1on1 char• 

act rist1c of the ••. u.c. • s r 1gn. A stoppage for recognit­

ion or the U. M. w. and 1mprov ments in wages 8l'ld ork1ng con:l-

1t1ons was amicably settled 1n 1937 with favour ble grants to 

the miners . 63 B turn to an int rna.t 1onal union and attendant 

vast financi 1 resources indirectly intimidated the cop ny 

and an early agr e nt wa reached. 64 

Anoth r strike by th u ••• ·in 19)8 served to extract 

general wage increases ranging from seven to ten percent. 'lb 

short topp g and pa7 1nereas indicated arked economic 

1 provement in the coal 1m.ustry alld a return to a high degr e 

of union sol1dar1t7. 6S ~ s1gn1f1cant clause 1n light ot ensu­

ing event would terminate the contract 1n the event of a 

n t1onal emergency. 

E phas1s on the .w.u.c. as the •villain• is oat often 

suggested as t he basis of uch of the trouble during the earl7 

"th1rt1 "1n the Cro snest Pass and evidence supports this 

interpretation. Howev r the years or major work stoppages also 

coincide with a period 1n which the economy of the d1str1ot 

mot unhealth7 and rkers re the chief sufferers of the mal• 

ad.y. Crow nest iners• fru tration and d1s11lus1onm nt was 

6Jpa7 increase were 
an average increase of 
and union recogni t ion. 
Ap. 21, 1937, P• l . 

fro r1rt1 to seventy cents per daJ with 
t ent7- f1 e cents pr eight- hour shift 
•era Union R oogn1zed 1 • Daily Prov. 1 

64•Avert 
P• 14. 

Fern1e 1n1ng Strike,• De.11:y Prov., P• lJ, 1937, 

65• U.ner Get Increas , " l,._, c . 16, 1938 , P• 8. 



typ1t1ed 1n the Corb1n strike. The d1sc tent experienced 

d~ing the "th1rt1e "under the leader hip of the w.u.c. 
would hav been equall:, disruptive to th s a.tus quo r gard­

less of the label attached- to the union organization and, other 

vo1oes disapproving of cond1t1ons 1n the mining camps would 

have been branded likewise a communist1e and treasonous .. 

Al.though the 1s ues with hich the miners of the Crows• 

nest were concerned varied consider bly over the decade , a 

number of complaints repeatedly appeared. Dur1 the entir _:::=-=:i..z_-=.:=-.==.::.::::..: 

two decades orld War the unions ere tight-

1ng a "hold the_llne• PQ.l1c 1n face of a general eoonom1c ------ ---
recession but part1oularl:, of a decl1n1ng coal 1ndu try. 

Failure to ad.just to chang~ng conom1c cond1t~o.ns..and contin­

uation of unreal1 tic demand l ed to large- scale lay- otts aDd 

embittered the min rs toward the trad.1tlonal industr unions 

which refu ed to organize the unem loyed ho ere pr1no1psll7 

former 1ners. The vowed 

s1d rable influence among 

unist unions thu gained con_. 

lement of society who eould see 

no other inoere express1on or concern tor their light. 

Although the 1ne unions 

the l ivelihood of Crowsnest Pas 

re believed to be int gral to 

1n rs prior to the •th1rties" , 

their str ength t various ti es during the depression w non­

existent . Wage lev l w e undoubtedly raised t o a relat1vel1 

high stat 1n the lat •t entie • and they ere unrealistic 

when recessions 1n col 

1ere unbending 1n the1r 

et oocured. Union organiz t1on 

1ntenanc of ex1 ting w g levels. 

Instead of ag s undergoing rel t1ve decline in slack t1 e , 

few iner were retain on contract, ork1 long hours 
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CH.APTER VI 

INSTITUTIONS IN THE REGION 

The unique character of the Cro snest P ss communities 

was pr1nc1pally attributed to the nature of their livelihood. 

The coal mining industry and 1ts part1cu1ar companies exerted 

no ls an 1ntluenoe on the growth of the institutions or 
church , hospital and school. Dependence was basic because 

fac111t1e and property w re owned by the company in all co -

mun1t1es except Fern1e. Financial fortunes hinged on the econ­

omic prosperity of the compaD7 and indirectly it influenced the 

pol1e1es of the inst1 tutions. S1m1larly th t nst1 tut1ons 1.n 

the •Pass• retlected the community ' s needs and sptrations an1 

in this way developed particular pecul1arit1es. 

Several ecclesiastical bodies entered the Crowsneat Pass 

district at the beginning of the railway period am , as in all 

pioneer communities , they went through difficult times provid• 

ing for the spiritual welfare of the r s1dent . Boman Cath• 

olic , Anglican, Methodist , Presb,ter1an and Baptist churches 

and the Salva tion Army ere all founded 1n ern1e before 1900. 

Although m1ners were not known f or their p1ety, 1 t he religious 

institutions became an integral element 1n the soc1 1 life ot 

the communities. Respons1b111t7 for forging a strong link 

1Fern1e was described by ly cl r1c the" odom of 
the est" . FHA, op, o1 t., P• 73, 

- 96-
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between church commun1ty lay with n of the stature of 

the Rever nd Hugh Grant. His Tuesd e ning ather1ngs which 

were attended b individual fro all denominations, and his 

colourful background as the on of logger who had •shant1ed•2 

along the Ottaw Valley, brought the people 1nto close co un• 

1oat1on with t h church and 1ts te ehing . 

Dur1 the years of oo parat1v prop rity pr1or to the 

d c d of th •t ent1e •, th policies of ehurehe larg ly 

reflect d the v1ewpo1nts of the commun1t l er who er 

1ncl1ned to look with d1 din on person without -or in 

land of op rtun1t7. After th reoe ion of 1920 m ny C nad• 

ian w re unemployed and beo u e ver ent provisions for rel­

ief er inadequate, the bUrd n for their elfar f 11 on the 

boulders of ch 1table in t1tut1on . In h arly y ar or 

th "Gre t Depression• the expa!1d1ng indigent population oon 

1 pr s ed the church s with then ee s1ty for ater invo1 · • 

the real• nt in the rel1 r of the un 107 d . coo pany1 

1z t1on th t the s 111 numb r of d ti ut citizens ere 

not respon ible for their pro pl1 t w s an incr 1ngl7 

c 1 1cal t1tud by the church to rd the economic yste . 

At the Synod of the Dioce e of Kootenay in 1931, government 

r lief o ps were advoeat d hich ould be" ur ly ••• 1nst1t-

ution ~il for rel1 f gain t di tr , and th t only th v r1 

lo t ag , if , be 1d in addition to the rel1et •••• •3 

2 A term for a Canad1 n lU11 
h t1ly built n ck and th 

an's shack u ed to connote 
rans1ent natur of e rl lo g1ng. 

r1t1 h Columbia, Depar n of the ttorney-G neral, •a -
olut1on Adopted by the s or the Diocese of KootenaJ 1n -
sion t Vernon, M 28, 1931,• At orn y-General' Pa er, 
art. 170. 
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Later 1n the d c e the churches began to realize the 

real desp 1r of the indigents am urged that the do inion gov• 

ern:ment •give due consideration to so e form of unemplo ent 

1n urance 1 fr ed. in such fashion to pl o the bUrden 
of financial stress upon soeiet7 as a whole rather than 
upon the shoulders of a co parat1 ve t . 1 

A few 1n t1tut1ons took a very radical. stand.a •we believe 

th t the competitive s7ste ust be transformed into 
co•operat1ve onet and that roduot1on di tributiont 
tog ther with the whole f1 cal s7 tem, mu t be oontroll d 
1n the 1 tere t of h an n ed rather than for private 
profit. 4 ' 

The national oderator of a Canadian church a serted th 

position of h1s religious organ1z t1on.wh11 vis1t1 Fern1e 

1n 1934, 1llustrat1ng cl arl7 the r7 tar-reaching ohang or 
th1nk1ng h1ch so of the r 11g1ous bodies had exper1enc d . 

The church ••• ust stand for gre tr old pension 
and an earlier period tor ce1ve 1t ••• for contributory 
une ploym nt 1n uranc ••• for 1n1 um wage and the 
enforce ent of th law... ~ttj that 1 t 1s rule 1 pos 1ble 
(!or an.yon~ to work for ere pittance , [rorj tarv ~-
ion wages •••• , 

Ho ever th1s was not to say that all reli ou bodies 1n the 

Cro snest ass were turn1 to a more hum n1st1c view of life. 

Some still ma1nta1ne~ that the t1on•s ills would bee sed b7 

a "back to the Bible" move ents "the outstanding need of the 

hour 1s tha t of at reli ous revival•. 6 

In 1 1 n to broad ph1lo ophlcal stands on indirect 

4Br1t1sh Columb1 1 Department of the Attorney-General, 
"Resolutions of th British Col b1a Conference of the United 
Church of Canad, 113-19, 1931,• ibid. , art . 155. 

S"Dr. H. Grant' s Message,• Uf., July 27, 19341 P• 8. 

ove to Rel1ev D rs ion," .f?f, J • JO, 19Jl1 



lleviation of the depres ion, the churche took an act1ve 

int rest 1n direct 1mmed1ate ass1 tano to people 1n need . 

Facilities ere provided for recreation and for social 1nter­

oourse . 7 Reading mater1 ls and clothe s were collect d and 

sent to the destitut ,8 t'unds were ra1 ed t o provide b sic 

su tenanoe for t he 1nd.1gent,9 and equip ent was do ted to 

hospitals and school . 10 

In addition to pr o 1ding charities, recre t 1onal faoil• 

1'b1e 

needs 

ba 1c spiritual and 1nsp1rat1onal 

1r par1sh1on rs, on religious body also provided 

a vital community s rvice 1n th form or an educational 1n tit--u ion. e1ght-roo school and aud1tor1 et bli hed by 

the om n Catholic church 1n 1929 d although 1t wa vital to 

the educ t1onal. n ed of the co unity, a difficult and largely 

unsuccess ful struggle was carried on to obta1n fu?lds throughout 

th "th1rt1e " • In 1933 the Holy F 1ly School announced that 

it uld close should th un1c1pa11ty refuse it d and for a 

per ca 1t grant and for th removal of tax s l vied by the 

un1c1pal1ty on t he school i t grounds. The school rec-

e1ved no tax on1e and as support d by per on ho also paid 

tax s for publ1e schools, although approximately 10,000 would 

be required annuall7 fro the t er of th d1 tr1ct to 

7ncathol1cs Plan Hall at 

8"commun1cat1on," FFP, ov. 

9"tocal and Gen ra1 , • , 

10"Un1ted Church eet1ng, • 

tal , • ln• • 11, 1938, P• l . 

l t 1938 , • 4. 

c. 29, 1938• P• 5• 

-· eb. 4, 1938, P• 1. 



repl ee 1t. ll Its continued ex1st nee s ~ed Fernie fro 

seriou educ t1onal cr1 1s a the number of tudents rm 1n1ng 

1n school 1ncre sed gr atlr during the •thirties•. 

Although the popul t1on of the "P • to s steadily 

d ere ed after 1920, the re a1n1ng r 111es re or t ble 

and settled than earlier inhabitant . M yr id nt brought 

their w1v sand ch1ldr n fro Ea tern Canad or Europe new 

1 1grant brought their fam.111 result1 1n n 1nor ed 

number o~ school ag children to ~c comod te . 12 By 1922 nroll• 

ent t Fernie Central School neces itat d 1 ent tion of a 

of cl s roo s doubl h1ft syste t which olved overorowd.1 

but re ult d 1n an overwork and undermanned t achi tatt. 

The situation w sea ed when he rov1no1al ov rnment decitled 

to nd the PUbl1c School ct 11 1t1 a ola to thirty-

five pupil l) and by the d1t1on of fo •roo exten ion to 

Fernie Centr l School. O rcrowd1ng wa further 11 1at d n 

1929 by the con truot1on ot th Holy F 11 School 1n rn1 

and a twelve- room stone chool in Mich 1- Natal. 

The new fac111t1 s ke t ce with normal stUd nt ttend-

ance until he 1d-depre 1on er when an incr 1n _ n b r or 
youn people, ho 1n earl1 r ar auld h v sought e 107-

ent t fourteen or fifteen, r 1ned to co plete h1gh school. 

11•c1t7 Council eting, " -• eb. 19, 1932, P• l . 

12 rn1e Central chool w 
pproxi ately even hundred 

f 1ehel• atal, and on and t 
Coal Creek, Hosm r, Corbin 
PP• 96- 97• 

the l . ga t 1n the• ass• 1th 
tudent . Th re were schools in 
roo buildings at lko , orr1 sey, 
Crow net. D nholm, OJ-?• c1t., 

1 3•school oard e ting, • _, F b. 15, 1929 , P• 1 . 



The rov1nc1al government 

h co pulsory st rt1 

m d the Public School Act am 

e w s ohallged- fro sev n to s1x. 14 

Th resultant stra1n on ex1 ting tac111t1 led to cons truot• 

1on of a four-year junior hi h . ohool 1n F rn1e 1n 1936. 

I provement 1n th ol of tax coll ot1o and oth r un1o-

1p 1 revenues enabl d the oonstruction of new technical 

school 1n 193715 which prov1d dad qu t t o111t1es for the 

dur tion of th deed • Consolid tion of school fac111t1e 

during th "tw nt1e • and •th1rt1 s • too pl ce 1n F rn1e and. 

Mich 1- atal pr1nc1pally s th result of the decline of the 

smaller town and the consequent move ent of the head or fam• 

111e to or table plo nt. s col'ldly, the trend to 

gre ter centralization of school tao111 ties w s 2.n1 t1ated by 

the de 1r to reduce cost 

proved tr sport t1on service . 

wa rendered ible by 1 - . 

The teach1 staff 1n the chools of th Cro ·sne t P s s 

re v1ot1 of th uster t eial pol1c1 during the 

ro 0 16 de ress1on. , In addition to the doubling of cl 

so e of the ost dr tic alary cut felt by y 'lcoal1tJ 1n 

r1t1sh Columbia took pl e . in the "P ss•. 17 Alo with a fif• 

teen percent forced salary reduction th te chers 1n Fernie and 

1chel~N tal acqu1e c d h n k to voluntarily contribute 

14The startins age changed 1n l9J6~ 
Changttd fro Seven to S1x in • c. ,• 

15• ern1e City 1 oe ,• _ , J 

"Co pul ory School Age 
Pt A • 17, 1936, P• 1. 

22 1 1937, P• l . 
16•sohool Notes,• F P, Sept. 4 1 19.31, P• 8. -
l7"Local and G n r ,• __f, Junw 17, 1932, P• 5• 
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and cro s the inter r ov1nc1al and int rnation bound.ar1 s . 24 

One such highlight w the annual d b te gain t Kalis 11 

1gh chool t h1ch uestions of cont mporary i ortance r 

d 11ber ted . A typ1c x pl e pert1n nt to the t1 e the 

topic of 19381 • e olved that th Unit d t es hould n-

t 1n its r nt o11cy ·of ol tion in 1nternat1on 1 aff 1r •• 

Acade 1oally th d1tf1cult t1 es d1d not app r to har the 

achievement of the di tr1ot' hi h chool h1ch r a t d near the 

top 1n the prov1nc • part1cul rly i n th c1 nc .2s 
ere chool tacil1 t 1e were overcrowd d on th ve or 

the •Great epr 1on•, hosp1t building• d qu1 nt 

in a r l at1vely oo t te. n exten ion co 1 t d to th 

rn1e G n r 

tr1et ad qu te 

Ho p1tal afford d the city and 

co odation o ern equi 

ur ound.1n 

nt . 26 A m 

r 

1 -

l 

com any- o ed clinic and on doctor 1n th co unity of Corbin, 

and a 1 11 r build1 in ch l-Nat erved th ne d of 

e1 t 1z ns although lar er db tter qui ed f c111t 

built in 1936. 27 

24"Loeal and G n ral," _, ov. 18, 1938, P• 8. 

e 

25 n 1931, rn1e 1gb School tta1ned th high t coll ot1ve 
grad t elv -v; r ge in th rovince i n al ebr a ch 1 try 
and the second h1gh sting o try. --2.S•• ug. 28 , 1931, P• S• 

26A new kitch n, o rating, 
roo , r.d ix d1 t 1onal 
l te t quip ent. o pit 
P• 1. 

thet1e, dining and 1solat1on 
r rov1d d alo with the 
ns1on," _n, ug. 16, 1929, 

27Prev1ou to 1925 the doctor of ern1e owned all equ1 ent 
and building , and prov1d ervic s through an agre nt with 

h in r' union, sim1l to th tin oper tin in 1chel• N tal 
and Corbin throughout th d pr 1on. The provincial and un-
ic1pal v r nt e ch rov1d thi of the tot 15,000 
outlay for the institution. • and G n r 1," __E, o . 1), 
1936, • 5. 
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In 19 S, t he Fern1 Bos ital Board h 9d be n fo ed to 

t ee ov r the adm.1n1 tr t1on of the co unity's ed1c 1 ne s 

and f c111t1 fro he doctor ho had pr v1ously o erated 

under an agre ent 

the 1ner' union. 28 

1th the Crow• t P s Coal Co 

Th ho p1tal operated on the b 

any and 

1s of a 

local a ee ent her by 1ners pa1d fixed yearly sum29 to 

insure t hems lve and th 1r d pend nt . P t1ent trom the 

un1o1 pal1ty not loyed by the Com any were r equ ~ d to 7 

sev nty cents per day30 and 1n 1932 agre ent, l r s1d nts 

r 1 nth opnortun1ty of jo1n1ng the insu ance ch e . 31 

be 

operat1 

extr 

o rid fr u 11c w rd aeco odat1on, cc s to 

roo f c 1l1t1e and ordinary ed1o1n , hile an 

e for r1 t roo on •h t th u u 1 tee tor 

- ray er lev1e. The Fern1e Bos it o rd fulfill d oo1al 

oh r 1 

1nstanc 

1 fun t1on a well s dm1n1 tr t1v on , d 

or oam 1 to aid er1ou ly 111 e b Jr or t 

1 ur C oh e ere co o .32 Th adeq te local ho 1 

281n 1930 an a.gr ent fix d 
in r 1 r 1 , arant e 

ho pi o111t1e osp1tals 1ehe 
like ent . "Inter ti e t1 ,• 

year tor each 
ttent1on and 

and Corbin bad 
16, 1930, P• l . 

JO"C1t Council e ting,• L, Jul 17, 1931 , • 1 . 

31 energ tic c a1gn w nc.,,.,,,..u. to include 11 re id nts in 
the ache e tan annu expen 1tur or 10 er person. Boap,-
1tal ee o e,• P, Jul7 .9, 19J2, • 1 and• yo Dougl a 

t elson, • L, epr.-'lS, 1933, P• 1 • 

. 32 notable e~ pl w the 
hold d oe tor 1s fund to 
month' r cuperat1ve per1o 1n 
lun d1 e • •Local d G 

1tt e 
1x 

riou . s. 
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sche e w s the pr1nc1pal rea.son for the r ... pud1at1on or Premier 

P ttullo's ropos 1 fo r a univ rsal insurance pl in 1937.3.3 

Th ho p1t 1 ~ in th district exper1 need r ve econo 1 

probl s throughout the dee de du to the l re number of 

1nd1g nts r quiring care. Although gov rnments spent large 

ums to support the 1nst1tut1on 1n the district, ager duct-

1ons were necessary, and hen requ ted to accept a twenty-five 

percent reduction in 1932, the t f gre ;4 In t e r1ng of 

19JJ, Fern1e doct ors pro ch d C1ty Council with requests for 

roteetion of account by the un ployed ho thy e t1m ted 

re leaving un 1d bill tot ling three hundr d doll r per 

mont h. 35 1 h c1 t y in turn p ro ched the f der ove ent 

a p rt or deleg tion fro the Can d1an ed1cal soc1 t1on. 

t 'by Pr1 M1n1 t r B nnett• re 17th t he in-

1 tr t 1on o dd1t1o 1st ce to th de t1tut la thin 

the jur1 dict ion of the prov1noe.J6 

- :> Integr 1 to th d1l f c d by the mun1c1 al ho ital 

1n th rovinc and · ly 1n the Cro net Pa t th 

los of rv nue fro the s of' liquor wh1oh 1n the past h d 

b n turn ov r to th mun1c1. 1t1e. 0 

th eon equ nt dr s tic d cl1n 1 liquor 

-or roh1 bi t1on 

con 1derably 

reduo d un1c1pal r venues 11 the prov1no1al gover ent 

33A plebt sc1t on Premier P ttullo's pro o ed ho pital 1n ur-
ance che e w r jeet ern1e r 1d t~ ho voted 1,672 
against to 1,087 in favour. le 1so1te esult , • L, 
July 2, 1937, • 1. so e eh P• IV, n. 30. 

34. 0 1t N d Your u rt, .. PFP, J - n. 9, 1934, P• 1. 

.35•c1ty Coune11 eet1ng,• Mar. 17, 9,3, n. 1. 

36" e io 
. 

d ~or Une • . 1 Oct. lJ, 1933, P• 4. -
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provided no counterbalancing com ensation. 

Failure of the prov1no1al author1t1e to aid ho 1tals · 

in the depths of the depression thrust the burden of providing 

additional revenue 1nto the hand or private citizens and char-

1 table organ1z tions. es1dents of the city and surrounding 

district donated preserves, fre h vegetables, clothing, large 

quantities of coal , butter, eggs 1 37 carpets38 and an operating 

table . 39 A local hospital weepstake was organized 1n contra­

vention of prov1no1al regul tions,40 and the t enty-t1ve year 

old ambulance wa replaced by public subscr1pt1on 1n the mid­

depre sion year •41 Largely a a consequence of the energy ot 

Fern1e and district citizens in organ1zj_ng sports days, tum 

driv sand collect1 staple donations , 42 the Fernie General 

Hospital encountered less financial d1tt1cult~ as the decade 

prosressed. 

The etr ct of th ion on the 1nst1tut1ons of th 

district was to e closer contact 

citizens. C ake a genuine effort to 

understand the trauma and provid so e form of relief for the 

indigent. Educ t1onal r o1lit1es atured during the "thirties• --
37•aosp1tal Sho r,• ·FPP, ov. 18, 1938• P• 4, "Local and 

Gen ral , " FFP, Nov. 11,-nJ?, P• 5 and~• • Ap. 22, 1938. 

J8Ib1d. , Aug. 28 , 19J6, P• 1. 

39Ibid. , Dec. 27 , 193;. 

40Ib1d., May 25, 19:34, P• 5. 

41Ib1d., Nov. 18, 19J8. 
42•Labour Day tor Hospital , " U , Aug. 2, 19JS, P• 1. 
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as many destitute who ere confused by the complexities or the 

depression attempted to learn more about the orld or influen­

ced their children to acquire optimum kno ledge. Hospitals -
which had been barely adequate service dominated by the com-
----------

the pres urea 

and hardships of the "th1rt1es•, grew 1nto a stabl community 

service. 



CHAPTER VII 

LITICS I 

Themot triking teature of th political activity 1n 

the Crowsne t P s wa an early and taithtul adherence to oc• 

1a11st theory. This lett-wing tend.ency was exempl1t1ed in 

th Qareer ot Tho Uphill, the repre entat1v for n rl7 one• 

halt century in th L gi lat1v AB e bl7 and a lo:ng-tim civic 

1n1strator. 

r presented 

r. Uphill, a th Labour ember for Fern1e, 

c rta1n d1 1llu 10 ent with the to of hi hly 

co pet1t1ve d oorao7 pr val nt in C a. The disillusion• 

ent anife t din the switch to Labour r presentation par 1-

lel d th gradual eoono ic r tr nchment int e , e with its 

t1Jendant soo1al d1 rupt1on and hardship. A recession and th 

acco nying turn to a mor oc1al1zed order came to the Crows-

n st Pas in 1920 9 where 1n Briti h Columbia generally, the 

etfect of ion• wakened 

ness sion until 1933.l 

A the most obtrus1v political fi ure 1n the •p ss• 

over the lat half-centur7, Uphill w s the Ind pendent L' bour 

memb r of the provincial l g1sl tur fro 1920 to 1960. Born 

ne Br1 tol, England in 18?4 b lived ost of his early years 

lone exception w J es Hurt H wthornthw 1te ho repre -
ent d ana1 o a Labour ber at the b ginning of th 
o ntury. 
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in the coal 1t'l1ng areas of Wales. U h111 began 1ork in the 

mines at the age of fourteen. Lat r, after serving in the 

Boer We.r her he was e. arded the King's and Queen's Medals 

and acquired a le d sir ble distinction~ he bee e active 

1n the labour movement which was pulsing the are and held an 

executive position tor several years. He decided in 19063 to 

emigrat to Canada where he gained emplo ent in the Coal Cr ek 

1nes, Continu d active part1c1pat1on 1n the labour union 

movement led to his election to the position of secretary, 

During the Fir t orld War he erved as an alderman for two 

terms and then was elected ayor in 1915, 1916 and 1917, was 

def ted 1n 1918, nd then wa r -elected by acclam t1on in 

1919. Deteated a union-support d provincial Conserv tive 

candid te, . 1915, Mr. Uphill was not to be denied in 1920 

when be was elect d s an Ind p ndent Labour ember in the 

prov1nc1al 1 gislature ~or Pernie, a position he filled tor 

forty years through eleven consecutive elections, 

Pictured w1d ly as a an of lively good humour and of 

non-conformist, outspoken, and so et1 es blunt nature, Uphill 

s kno by h1s electorate as a very practical and common­

sense an; one ho as believed to be ost capable of under-

standing the need of l e a1n1ng population within the 

per pect1 e of the prov1nc . s vera1 of his eemingly amusing 

2a was acquitted in a court art1al for s'1)d.1ng war ne 
home to land. "Death Still alts Wit ot To U hill," 
D 111 Proy., Feb. 19, 1962, P• 7. 

3"The Gitt of Laught r, Viet. Daily T 
P• S• 

St Aug. 18, 1960, 



tatements reflect a deep seated •hoe pun" philosophy. On 

t he proble of the world depression he once st t dt •the 

rld need ore men who can tell ether a 1 h elbarro 1s 

up 1de down•1 on parl1ament1 •that's the trouble wlth too 

many or us these days, we're afraid of good olGart tun. 
We all take ourselves too eriousl7. h7 it wouldn't 
atter bit i f none of u was here tomorrow, ther •s 

other s, and better, to earry on; 

and regard1 hi const1tuents1 •beer 1 to a miner 11ke 

milk 1s to baby. Let' b e plenty. of it for a happy, 

oont nted nat1on• . 4 

Although Uphill was an 1nd1 1du 11st unencumbered by 

party cauou, ph1losoph1call7 hew inclined toward the left. 

A state ent t the height or the s 0ond orld ar reflected 

dis nchantment 1th the status quo and the bent of hi pol• 

1t1cal le ng • •the dictators s 7 democrac7 had tailed. 

Democracy has not tailed. It has never been tr1ed• . 5 He 

fought for larger pensions, 1mproved standards of living for 

the workers, part1cularl7 coal miners, championed the 11bere.1-

1zat1on of d1voroe laws and legal1z t1on of hospital sweep. 

st es, and criticized government control of liquor outlets. 

en the provincial goverment •viewed with alarm• the rising 

divorce rte in ~ r1t1sh Col 

ad.a one of the leading 1n orth 

the highest in Can­

• and the Attornep. -------- -
Gener al suggested that "so ethi should be done to tighten up 

divorce laws"• Uphill re 11ed1 •widen the not tighten the . 

4•uph11l," ..-oe .. J.-e .. ,m_s_Ma,..fi.f1-Z.1_n_e, Ap. 1.5, 1950, P• S6. 

5Ib1d. -
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If 1ou don't widen them --- and I g1ve you fair warning ---

1t means free love, right in th1s province• . He then re arked 

t o the House that ~emb rs of Parliament were usually elderly 

and no longer interested in the ro ance and excite ent ,ot 

swapping partners. •.Age ••• 1s a great l ev ller, it's age 

brings on this 'holier- than-thou talk•• . 6 

Mr. Uphill was respected greatly in the Crow net Pass. 

H1s record of years a s their representative tand higher than 

word s as an 1nd1cator of th1s reg rd . He known nd appreo-

1ated most for his practical sens1b1l1ty 1n t1 es of or1s1s, 

particularl y during the *th1rt1es• . The depr 1on eriod was 

on of great ·1nstab111ty 1n th Crowsne t s numerou strikes, 

hunger marches ana protest parades threatened to cripple the 

region. At t imes the extremists among the unemployed and m1ne 

workers threatened violence and revolt gain t the s tatus quo. 

Mr. Uphill, as a an who h d orked ye s a a miner and earned 

as li t tle as t hirty oent pr day as a young man 1n the Unit d 

K1ngdom, understood the proble and co and d th r eet ot 

the unemployed miners wh re conventional polit1e1ans had no 

b ses of oommun1cat1on. Hews ble to forst 11 the radicals 

most notably dur1ng the 1935 Corbin strike when nearly five 

hundred sympathizers marching to aid the strikers were eonv1n­

eed th t only violence would result . in a sev re reaction. 

The depression period, a one of eat 1nstab111ty 1n 

British Col umb1 politics, set the el1 a te for a pl a t f or which 

in earlier t 1me s had found expression in various progressive 
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throu high ay co truct1on, refo of un1c1p l f1nanc1ng , 

and fr edo to cross party lin son issu s . 10 Si 11 r1ty ot 

policy and the obvious ascendancy of th c. c.P. ov r h Inde• 

pend nt L bour Party led to pr sur bf the c. c. F, to have 

Uphill run under th 1r t1cket, but th1s s repUd1 t d 1 rgely 

at his personal 1ns1st no du to des1r to 91nta1n h1 

1nd pend.ence , un ncumb r by th d1so1pl1n sofa party caucus. 

'he 1937 provincial election 1n Fern1e r1d1 

contest. Harry w. Colgan, Vancouver l r, a 

w a 11vel7 

sked to 

stalld for the Liberal partyl2 and he ag d an nerg tic e -

pe.1:gn again t the well- entr nch d old c pa1gn r fro ern1e , 

who rece1v d endor ation fro the .c. F. , the local miners • 

unions t Michel Coal Creek, and the unempl~yed a soc1 tions 

of ort steel and Jaftr •13 L1ber 1 sup ort c e fro the 

professional people and ur r1s1ngly, fro the ranks ot the 

unemployed in the district. were fright by Col an•s 

tate ent that "t he pluns•14 would bet rm1nated in rnie 1f 

a Liberal supporter re not returned to the Legislature. Con• 

sequently Uphill's jor1ty 1n the election r 1 t1ve to th t ct 

1933 was cut 1n all polls exc pt two 1n Fern1e. 

lOw ayor Dougl s Liberal Choice,• FP, Sept. 9, 1933, • 1 . 

llTotal vot • 1 ss one poll , was 2,839; DoUgl 
Uphill , 1, 584. •Tho s Uphill 1 cted by L rge 

P, ov. J, 1933, P• l . -
polled 1,245, 

ajor1t1,-• 

12 w. J . Colgan Cho en,•-• y 7, 1937, • 1 . 

1 3•uph1ll's Plank, " FP , 28 , 1937, P• 1. 

14 ean1 une ployment r 11 t . ern1e to Lose Plum,• 
D 11Y Prov. , 1 8, 1937, • l . 



- 114-

Although little 1 prov ment w exp ri need in the con­

omy of the ern1e are, the popul 1ty of Tom Uphill id not 

wane. In 1946 hen Fernie lected its fir t ayor r le-

ven years under the adm1n1 trat1on of prov1no1al co 1ss1oner 

the honour ent to Mr. Uphill . He cont1nu d to re r nt the 

Est Kootenay riding 1n th prov1no1 leg1 l ture until 1960 

when he retired after forty y servic in the L gis t1v 

Assembly. 

Clv1o politic s as extremely hectic throu hout the d pres• 

1on, and beoaus of their pro:x:1 1ty to the un lo ent prob­

lem, the 1 edi te pr ssur on unici al led r wa r ter 

than at any oth r l vel of gov nun nt. Alo a 1 ck of ubstan­

t1al tunis after the exhaustion of local t x coll ot1ons di 

not allow latitude for olv1ng th rel1of robl • t th s e 

time the local taxp yer , propert;r own rs professional p o• 

pl reap lying pressure , particularly e rl 1n th, d res-

ion, to keep the "dol • a t an absolute 1n1 um. The ent1menta 

of this group ·er man1fe ted in the lat •th1rt1e" 1n F rn1e 

by the Prop rty Owner ' s A ... oci t1on. 1 .5 

• J . L. Gate wa ayor or Fernie during the arly 

depre s1on years and though financ were not h althy1 the 

majority of taxpayers were till ble to eet their a e ents 

thus funds r avail ble tor lie e u.nemplo nt . y the t1 e 

B •• Dou las ' te yor co need 1n 931 n ot th r es• 

1dent •er either une ployed or ork1ng rt-t1 • C1t1zens 

reneg1 on their tax th ab111ty of th city to 

15 cal and Gener , " U , 7 13, 1932, P• 5. 
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As the election of 1930 approached and the econo 1c state 

of the country continued to worsen, people iere 1ncreas1ngl7 

impressed by the sound business record and er on success ot 

r •• B. ennett, Leader of th Opposition. At th s time 

the7 bee d1s1llus1oned 1th the taetic of r •• L. aeken-

z1e King. On a v1 s1t to F rn1e tr. Bennett wa ent rta1ned at 

a r cept1on 1n the "be ut1ful ground• of one of the district's 

we l t hiest citizens, he favourabl7 1 pressed a nu ber ot 

peopl 1th indict ents on the selling out and •bUrn1 u" or 
natur l resource ~16 • B nn tt eont1nued on to •st pw Br1t-

1 h Columb1 • In t1ve week tour h ad over 1xt7 addresses , 

tressing th at potential of the province an the 1nco t -

enc of the xi ting adm.1n1str t1on, ar nts h1ch pealed 

very uch t o h near d st1tute Cro net resident~ host on 

millions of t ons of ooai. 17 

In th en u1ng Con erv t1ve w ep of th countr7, • 1okey• 

McLean, a Michel in r, ~as lecte~ but reign d when H. H. 

Stevens, the proposed M1n1 ter of ade and Co erce in the new 

overnment, wa s deteat d 1n h1 V couver C nter con ituenc7. 

McLean gave up h1s eat and was p o1nt d to a uo 1t1on on the 

Vancouver Hr our Boaro. . 18 Mr. St ven w el ct d acolam• 

t1on and r e r esent ed the riding as Conservat1v unt11 his 

16• onourable Bennett At F rnie , • , Aug. 30, 1929, P• l 
and MB nn tt R oep ion, • FP• u . 30,1929, P• ~. 

l7"Po 1b111t1e of B. c. Gre ts s r . R. B. nn tt," 
Da11J Colonist , Sept . 5, 1929 , P• 3. 

l John Munro, Interview 1th H. H. Stev n, no. 9, June 14, 
1966, • 28. 
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professional people in the co~st1tueno1 ho generally op os d 

radical changes . 

The extent of support for Mr. Stevens in the Kootenay 

Eas t constituency as exhibited by a eet1n 1n he Gr 

The treat the lose of sp aking tour. The crowd as so 

great that the overflow had to be acco od ted 1n the djacent 

V1ctor1a Hall to whom he co un1cated v1 a loud peaker. He 

totally on their sent1 ent by tatinga •1 belie e this depres­

sion has been fel t more acutely in Fern1e and di tr1ct than 

any lace 1n Canada• ., 21 

The campa1 n for the Koot n t riding in 1935 was 

one of the o t bitterly conte ted in the hi tory of the area. 

local resident had be n selected orig1 ly by the t Koot• 

enay Lib r al oc1at1on to contest the lection, but he s 

replaced by the former Lieutenant-Governor of Britt h Col b1a 

who had ' re·t1r d to England, the Honourabl R. • · Bruce . 22 he 

entry of Soe1 Credit c.c.P. e 1date to eonte t th 

r1d1ng heightened suspicions of a con 1raoy to slit th vote23 

and provoked th folloling t t ent from a very partial "!m 

Pres"• "A the word has ne out from t . J e treet that 

H. H. Steven is to be beat n t y cot 1t 1 quit conceiv• 

21• aeked ouse Greets Harry.• m, .Aug. 16, 1935, P• 1, 

22'1.bere were accusations to the effect tha the an gement ot 
Con olid t d 1n1ng and Smelt1 Com any of Ki b rley put pres­
sure on their employees to support r . ruce. "What our Voter 
Shoul~ Kno, FFP, Oct. 4, 1935, • 1 d ffH1tl r Tactics 1n 
Est Kooten y,• ...l?, Oct. 4, 1935, P• l . 

23oruy one other Social Cr 1te s no 1 ted ia British Col-
umbia in the 1935 election. •co l te L1neu of 1 ot1on Candi­
dates 1n British Columbia,• Daily Colonist , Oct. 8, 1935, P• 1 . 
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able that a few more c ndid tes may yet be placed in the field 

to s pl1t Stevens• vote •••• • 24 Everyone 1n the "Pass" wa cap­

tured by the election fever. The two a jor contenders, the 

L1bera1 and the Reconstruction P ties, put on major public 

relations campaigns ; their newsp r publicity measured whole 

pages and th new edtum of radio was u ed extensively for the 

f~rst tie in addition to the usual •stumping• . 

When election result were tabulated, the Liberals had 

wept t he country except 1n the Crow nest P ss where the final 

count gave Stevens m~jor1ty of only t1ve hundred sixty-five 

votes over Bruce 1n riding here eighty-one percent of the 

el1g1ble voters c t their ballots, a figure ueh higher than 

the national average. 25 

Repres ntat1on from the Crowsnest Pass on the national 

scene during th "tn1rt1es• appears on the surface to contradict 

the soc1alist1c tendene1e pr valent prov1nc1all7. The upport 

given to R. B. Bennett's government 1n the person of H. H. 

st vens 1n the 1930 election w 

two ev1ls. The ckenz1e K1 

quest1on of the lesser ot 

government had shown a re ct1on• 

ary bent 1n the late "t ent1e •, particularly 1n dealings with 

the Nova Scotian miners hose livelihood was closely related 

and of abiding interest t o th 26 .. Pas tt miners . King's untav-

24"Pol1t1os Warming Up," .JZ, Sept. 27, 1935, P• 1. 

25Bruo ooll d J,3)9; SteT ns, 3,904; Bryard erson, CCF, 
1,.5.53; and Ernest w. Sjodin, Social Cr d1t, 1,262. Total 
votes polled were 10,177 out of 12,708 registered vot rs . 
"Honourable Stev n Majority 565, la, Oct. 18, 1935, P• l e 

2 • R. Forbes, The Rise 8lld Fal.1 of the Conservative Pgt;v 
1 the Prov1nc1 ol1t1cs of ova scot1 l - , Halifax, 
unpub. M. A. The~1, Dalhousie Un1v. , , ass ,m. 
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ourable attitude to the m1ners, comple ented by Benn tt• 

camp 1gn based on fed ral· res on 1b111ty for une ployment 

convinced the lectorate of Kootenay Ea t to support the 

Conservative Party. 



CHAPTER VIII 

LEISURE TIME ACTIVITIES 

During the first fo r ty years of thi s century economic and 

oc1al activity 1n the Crowsnest Pa s converged on ern.1 ., 1ts 

largest and most vigorous city. Fern1e was the center or · 

bur eon1ng lumber industry• built on 111:lons of ton of coal 

and optimistic of becoming the center of 0111 and phosph te 

industr1es. 2 A remarkable d gr of social aet1v1ty acco _anied 
j the growth of this nboo • city as clubs, fraternal societies , 

hotels , schools, churches , political p rt1es, organized thlet- ~ 

1cs, theatre al.Id vaudeville flour1 hed. 

Prior to the Fi r st orld War brewery, ·brick tactory, 

winery, macaroni factory, school, power s tation, hospital , 

opera house, pot office , American consUlat e, five church s 

and eleven hotels or forty roo s each were connected by twent7 

1les of streets and sidewalks. J Lodges included the Masons, 

1011 had been first discovered in the Fl the d area, south or 
Fern1e , at the turn of the century and repeated efforts ere 
made to recover 1t. "Drill for 011 1n the Fl thead, • FFP, 
Oct. 4, 1929, P• 3 and see •• rice, 1 thead ap Arei, 
Br1 1sh Columbia nd Alberta, 1966, P• 1 5. 

21n the l ate •twenties• the on ol1dated M1n1n and s lt1ng 
Com any e lored phosph te depo its 1n the Book1e ne r Fern1e 
with a vie to d velop1ng t h • NW111 Soon Commenc , " FFf , 
ay 31, 1939, P• land Br1t1 h Columb1 , Department of 1nes , 

a 1931, 1932, P• A14l. 

)pu, op. cit., P• 75• 
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hotels s w 11 as gambling and dance hall were ble to exist 

largel7 on th 1r p tronage. he end of l r ge-scale lumbering 

and he general reces ion experi noed by th coal industry for -

told the end ot th! ntertainm.ent. In the ear ly •twenties" 

the "Pass" exper1enc d a considerable ellow1 in the te po ot 

aetiv1ty although not to the extent of th rovinoe g~ner 117 

which was influenced by proh1b1t1on1st tendencies. Ass1m11-

a t1on of the frontier labourer fro the 1 olat do ps into 

ettled co un1t1e, co pan1ed by cceptance of oo1al res­

pons1bil1t1es, ended the wild r v lry hich h d been char cter-

1 tic of the early years of th eentur7. Indicative of the 

transform t1on a the order 1n 1930 by the F rn1 Council 

instructing the Ch1et of Polio to close the g bl1ng halls 

operating 1n the c1ty. 6 

Although th ecaiomio 1tu t1on did not uggest 1t, a per• 

1od of social tab111ty pr viously absent in the "Pas• w s 

exhibited during the •t ent1 s• . A cultural l v l w 

ta1n d through a The tre Guild, musical t st1vals 1 ethnic 
✓ 

and cultural societies. In athletics* the t tus att 1ned over ~ 

the first t enty years of the c ntury when the d1 tr1ct was 

recogniz d n t1onally al crosse, ba eball, b sketball, 
J 

soce rand hockey po er a e bellished by a broadening of 

interest to reore 1on of le vigorous ture. Th1 w s 

manifested 1n th establishm nt of a golf and countr club and 

curling r1nk. + /,.--i......._ rh.vvv; "'..,._,'-"""l 

As the economic paral.y i slowed 1ndust r1al aot1v1ty in 

6•co 1 s1oners Put on Lid,• fil, May 16, 1930, P• 5• 
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the "Pas" the oo1al 011 te correspond.inly eYper1 nod ra:r­
reach1ng changes. A comm~n1ty economlcally ecur enou h to 

enact an Anti-Lo ters Law in 1918 underwent r e rkabl adju t• 

ments in th1nk1 throughout th 1 t "t ent1es" and •th1rti1es•, 

h n very little pr jUdice w s d1r oted to a.rd th une lo7ed. 

-- The illegal liquor trade, although eeonom1oallJ' o·tiY tad, 

1llustr ted the social milieu as the l ast vestige ot a storm, 

pioneer period of rugg d 1l'ld1v1dttal1sm. The end of the •rum @ 
running" business 1n Br1t1sh Columbia arked the close or a I 
distinct phase 1n t he h1 tor1 or the province. The day of the 

"Wh1eke S1xes•,7 the soc1all7 ccepted and independently weal• 

thJ' •oootle gers", vaudeville-type "glrly-.. hows, t nt1-tour 

hour g,ambl1ng halls alld large-scale psy-ofts to lice oft1cers 

which aooo.mpan1ed the illicit liquor tr de ceased with the 

\__ repeal of proh1b1t1on. 

W1 th the exception of the 1111c1t liquor trade and its --

ttendant bus1ne , th l1f 1n th Crowsnest P s 1m11ar 

to that 1n oth~r contem orary co un1t1e. Prior to the depres• 

ton the greater flow of revenue from spectator sports allowed 

flourish,_ but a the jorit7 of resident became 1ncreas1ngl7 

devoid of a regular income talented un loyed athl etes 

moved to other mini camps 1n the Kootena1s,8 spectator sports ,,, 

7 cL ughl1n Bu1eks because of their size, speed and durabil• 
1ty became known s "Whiskey S1xe "• F. w. Ander on, ';the R;we 
Runn r, Calgary, Frontiers Unli 1ted, n. d., • 33. 

8ihe 1n1 towns of Kimberley end Trail rose to world prom-
inence 1n teur sport 1n the late "th1rt1 s" by w1nn1 
world ch pionahips. 

J 
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declined dr st1cally. Interprov1nc1al aDi intercity competit-

ion ca ed and field sport er played solely at the local 

level. s r 1c club h1e)l in the p st had s onsored "sports 

d y • on sp cial occa ion to perpetuate org ized athletics, 

increasingly pro ot d gala hol1d y festivities to aolicit funds 

for n edy institution, serv1c fac111t1es and indigent indiv­

iduals . in the co unity. 

The largely d at1tute population 1n the Cro snest Pass 

gravitated toward the ore sedentary ·recreat1onal outlet • 

Ava1·1 b111 ty of oney for sports u1 ent as partially res- . 

ponsi le , but a more drastic factor was the poor nutrition ot 

the unemployed. 1 c of 1n1t1at1ve and an indolent outlook 

have been char cter1st1os of chronically malnourished people 

and the failure of Can da's une ployed to exhibit the 1ncl1n• 

t1on to 1m rov their tatu during an postdating the depres­

sion as largely ttr butable to thi faetor. 9 

c111t1es in the district to eet the need of the l ge 

indigent popul tion d veloped principally at the instigation 

9 he 1 pa1rment depends u n the degree ot alnutr1t1on. 
"Life 1s prob bly shortened result ot a long- continued 

or diet , and ••• working ff1c1ency , endurance• mental alert• 
ne sand ability to learn are definitely impaired. • Canad • 
D part ent of at1onal Health Welfare • R port on utr1t-
1on and the Production and Distribut1on •of Food• 1946, P• lJ. 
While the b h ~1our of peopl 1n ce4 em1- starv t1on 1 
characterized by slugg1 h 1ntell ctual proces e, decreased 
ab111t1e to concentrate hi and dr ;t1e inoapac1t1 for sus• 
tain d ental efforts. !Jhe7 dev lop:J _ ~ ?t• a tend noy to d y­
dre , b eo er stles and irritable -~ some b oome ul.l n 
and ~bst1nat •••• • F. G. Ben 1cti 11.. Vitality f(~2-
ienoy under rolo~ed Restrict D1et, carneg1 Institute , 
wa h., b. c . , 19land E. Huntington, ainsprin5s or C1v111z-
§t1on, John 1ley and Son, t •• , 1945 cited in Nor 
w. DesRo 1er, Att ok on Starv t1on, W stport, Conn, , The v1 
ub. Co . , nc., 1961, P• 7• 
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of charitable organizations . Une ployed reading room ere 

opened early in the depression and were furnished 1th d 1ly 

and eekly ne spspap r, and the proceed1 a of the Bouse of 

Commons . 10 Whist drives and dances ere held eekly and the 

destitute ere admitted at reduced prices. h1le membership 

1n the olf and Country Club ·as impossible, ad.mis ion prices 

for the unemployed to f st1vities sponsored by the various 

service clubs were reduced and fees for curling were wor ed 

out 1n exchange for me bership. 11 A yearly p1 on1o pon ored 

by the Unemployed Assoc1 t1on in conjunction with the miner • 

union a held in the city park to which th Coal Co pany pro-

vided special train for Coal Cr ek r e idents . 

In Coal Cr ek the Library Athletic Club provided 

reading and recreation fac111t1es , and eek-end socials and 

dances. The Grand Theatre building 1n Fernie a used as a 

social and e ting r o for th Unemployed Assocl t1on and the 

Canadian Legion opened their club and library to the 1nd1gent. 

1chel-latal h d experienced a jor reJuv nation of co pan7-

owned f c1l1t1es in the late "twenties• which included new 

th atr, a remodell d dance h .11 and ne hotel . Although rec­

reation fac111t1es there er not so extensive as thos of 

Fernie and Coal Creek, they ere less 1n d mand due to the 

higher rat of employment throughout the depr s ion. 

Ethnic societies enrich d th culture of the "Pass " from ✓ 

the arliest mining days, and throughout the depre s1on 11.v 11 

lO•un mployed Reading Roo ,• _n, Mar. 23, 1934, P• 4. 

ll b1d. , Jan. ll, 19.35, P• 1 . 
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and colourful national celebrations provided an escape from a 

somb r x1stenee . Beg1nn1ng th the w1ld celebrations aceom• 

panying s t . Patrick 's Day and followed by the feastlng on 

haggis , oat cakes and scones characteristic of th Caledonian 

society• Robbie Burn~• Dy banquet• interspersed by oc1als 

held by the Fior de Italia, and cl1 axed by th~ Slavonic 

Christmas fest1v1ties, the social life in the district was 

varied and r1ch. Later in the decade ethnic social functions 

1ncre 1ngly emphas1z d benet1t and charitable enterpr1zes. 

✓ 

Despite a large non- Br1t1sb pulat1on¼2 resident held 

the British monarchy 1n estee and memorable events 1n the life 

of the Ror,1 Family were celebr ted by xtensiv social activ­

ities. A climax of these events during the depression era was 

the 193.5 celebr t1on 1n F rn1e 1n honour of the 1lver Jubilee 

of George V and Queen Mary. 13 

Radio as the newest innovation and provided a constant 
.. _ a.-.~ -social outlet throughout the •thirties". A radio club was 

organized in 1929 and the formation of a local station as 

undertaken as, operator and r 1rmen recruited from the dist-

r1:ct donated their services. There were at least a dozen 

"soap operas~-' every dfl.y on the erican networks, al'.ld half of 

them ere carr1 d by Canadian stations. ~us1cal entertainment 

was typified by "big bands• ueh ---01-el't- Gray• s Casa Loma 

Orchestr , and by voe 11.st led by Kate s 1th and L1l:y Pons . 

Canadian comment tors of an unpreeedented calibre such as 

12se e Table VII I . 

lJws11ver Jubilee Cel bration, • FFP, Ap. 26, 193.5, P• 4. 



-128-

Gorge Fer son, • K. and ell , 1llson oodside, 1 tson 

Kirkconnell nd Frank Underhill14 d1scu sed th or er1ous 

of orld vents and conditions. 

,otion pictures re a very special tre t, but were 

eldom enjoyed by the 1ndi nt popul tion. Ho ever two theatr 

er s tained in Fern1e throughout th "th1rt1e "alon , 1th 

la house. It was a o entous occasion hen th N tal Opera 

Bouse 1n1t1at d their •talking• pictures 1n January, 1930 by ✓ 

providing eo1al buses fro 1chel 1n d bet• 

we n the tw1n oo un1t1e 1.5 
• 

Local teur tag productions which had r ch d 

unpreoedent d ucce s with •p cts F1gur s" in 19 9 cont1n-

ued w1th vigor to pr sent such a propr1 t and ell- pr ent 

t ge play as "Be an Opti 1st• whic w w 11 r ce1 d 1n 

1931. 16 City bands re so popular and sho de cept1onal 

talent dur1 th "th1rt1e ", part10ularl1 th rn1e d al'ld 

Choral oc1 ty who won v ry 11g1ble ward 1n 1936. 17 

A di t1net clu ive 

concern or the 1 1v1dual citizen 1th hi per on.al light18 
------- - - --

wh11 s1multaneou ly su t in1ng 

14 article by ar et rang, • he Origins of ublic road• 
ca ting 1n Canada,• Canadi 1 tor1cal Rev1ey. 4611- Jl , (Mar. 
1965) , xpla1na the 1mpaet of ubl1c control of rad1o broad.­
ca t1n 1n Canad . 

lS•toc land G ner 1,• m, J • 31, 1930, • 5. 

16wB an Opti 1 t," l,U, r . ?, 1931, • 4. 

17"Fern1e Captur o cu ,• m, o . 6, 19 6, • 1. 

l8 tural ocourenc 1n ti of n d 1 to b co e 1ncre -
1ngly involved 1th personals ti f ct1on only. 
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flurry of activity diverting th attentions and energie or 

the "Pass " r e sidents a ay from the previously all•e aging 

depression tow rd prep ration for thew gi g of ther war. 

The recession 1n the ~rowsn~st Pass r egion had begun 

earlier and protracted longer as a result of co pl ete depend• 

ence on a s ingle industry and the decline of 1ts rkets . 

Beginning in 1920 une ployment was serious proble, and with 

the exception of a short period 1n the late "twenties" , it ras 

not alleviated until markets ere re tored by the large-scale 

armament build-up in 1939. The effect of the extended period 

of relative pover ty and insecurity of employment had erious 

reverb r t1ons on the resid nts . 

Similar to the tr um.a of the unemployed 1n iv1duals in 

Canada generally which was epitomized by the hundreds of tran• 

sients "r1d1ng the rods" in earoh of work , indigents of the 

"Pass• ere personally unable to repair the1r statuses. Over 

the years , mine workers had become reliant upon the unions to 

guarantee emplorment and sati factory work1 cond.1t1ons and 

when out of rk , they turned to the church and service organ-

1zat1ons for aid. Trust wh1oh had been placed 1n the 1ne 

unions wa abrogated when unreal1 tic hard•l1ne wage de ands 

and retusal to organize the un ployed weakened their position 

and rend red the 1netfectual. Charitable o zations dist--r1buted r lief to a subsi tence level but al o pl ced the unem• -- - ----·-ployed in the pos1t1on or p ent welfare reo1p1ents 1th ------
little hope for the future . As the depression orsened, the ---------



orkers ought solutions from the gover nment but re d1s1llus-

ioned because government at all levels as not inclined to set 

econo 1c guidelines or sponsor retraining programs . -=T=-=h_i;.;;:,.-..-,~-

inclination came partly as 

1nterven ion and also ~eeau e o 

ment problem. 

of a tradition or non-

une ploy-

Accustomed to regU].ar income and 1ts acco pan7ing 

luxuries , large segments of the population were reduced to a 

destitute level and were forced to subsist on bare necessities . 

Time previously spent 1n e pJ.oyment was a burden and was passed 

without monetary expenditure in pursuits which taxed previousl7 

untapped reserves of 1 aginat1on.- People used to the ecurit7 

of a job 

no prospect of saving money or of security in their old age. ------Children were reared with the understanding that their future 

depended wholly on their personal abilities and imagination. 

the utmost, but paralleling the increased self-interest was an 

awakening of a social consciousness beretctr 

in Canad.a. 

'not experienced 

Co lng-as a result of the des1r of tho destitute for 

greater snare ot the •spoils", social measures in the public 

interest t the same time grew out of a fear by the bus1ne s 

establishment and other 1ntluent1al people of the country that 

their social st tuses and per onal mat rial wealth w re being 

threatened. The menace ot revoltuion 1n Canada as never 

before so cute s during the depression, and it was felt by 



-132-

th t h d titut uld h v oth1n to lo 001 

r volt h1ch could r lt 1n the co pl f ll ot th 

11 h ent . ., ooi le l ion 

to the poorer e nt of oc1 t1, pr sur torr to of 
-x1 t1 in t1tut1on 

while thew alth 

tteot d , 

sed • th Jo 1 y, 
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ed, 
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TABLE I 

Report of Vital Stat 1st1e for British Columbia, 1929-1939. 

Year Pop•n . Births Deaths Marriage 

1929 659 , 0001 10 , 378 6, 761 5,195 
1930 676, ooo 10, 867 6,759 4, 758 
1931 694, 2632 10, 404 6,447 J , 880 
1932 704, 0001 10, 577 6,166 3, 644 
1933 712, 000 10, 013 6,236 4, 698 
1934 725, 000 10,616 6, 393 4, 821 
l9J.5 73.5,000 10, 987 6, 927 5, 020 
1936 750,000 11,186 7, 2.54 5,465 
1937 751 , 000 13, 033 7, 981 6, 232 
1938 761 , 000 lJ, 812 7, 4.55 6, 158 
1939 774,000 131 176 7, 626 7, 897 

Year Illeg1t. Rate at. I nr. Piort . Divorce 
Birt hs Iner. / / 1000 Live 

1000 Pop. Births 

1929 273 6. 04 5.5. 4 
1930 263 6. 60 51. 7 
1931 288 6. 17 49. 4 
1932 348 5. 77 46. 7 
19.33 3.50 4. 72 4;. a 
1934 346 4. 73 4J. 4 

283.5 193.5 320 4. 29 45. 9 
1936 377 4. 46 43. 9 463 
1937 4).5 4. 40 ss-nJ 536 
1938 510 6. 59 - 652 
1939 501 6. 27 - 608 

lpopulat1on 1n 1929- JOt 1932- 39 1s st1mated by the Do 1n1on 
Bureau of Statis t ics as cited in t he Report of Vital t ti t1cs . 

2Populat1on 1s exact in 1931 1 a census year. 

)Attributed to an abnormal 
under one year. 

ber of deaths of Indian babes 

41nrant mortality rate calcul tion d1soont1nued. 

So1vorce act 1n force ay 1, 1935. 

Sources Br1t1sh Columbia, Prov1nc1al Board or Health, 
of r1ta1 • Victoria, 
Print er, 
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TABLE II 

The Popul t1on of th ernie D1 tr1ct. 

Town or D1 tr1ct 1901 1911 1921 1931 1941 
Fern1e 1,640 3,416 4,34, ,?32 2,54.5 

Elk-Flath adl 476 4,812 6,07 4,814 4,016 

·1Th1s 1 the whol e re th Elk River and north ot 
forty- n1n degrees l titud . Kno F rnie District until 
1911, 1t was changed tQ th present district and n for 
th l.921 c nu . In 1901, Ferni D1 trict w prob bly 
Michel only. 

Sources 

TABLE III 

Are nd Popul t1on of E t Kootenay. 

Year 

1921
2
J 

1931 
1941 

Ar a 

lJ,367. 11 quare 1lesl. 

E. Koot . Pop. 

19,137 
22,.536 
22,345 

Fern1e Pop. 

lsourc I British Columbia, anual of Provincial Into at1on, 
Victoria, King' Printer, l929, P• .55. 

2sourcea 

Jsouro 1 

Br1t1 h Columbia, nual of ov1nc1al Inform tlon, 
V1ctor1 , King' Printer, 1929. 
C a, The Dom1n1on Bureau of St ti t1c, ..,!l_ 
Seventh & E15hth Do inion Cen u, Ottawa, King's 
Printer, 1931 & 1941. 
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TABLE IV 

~ rage onthly and Annu 1 Te per tur s of Fern1e or 1916-1954 
1n Degree Fahr nhe1t. 

Jan. 

17 

Aug. 

60 

20 

Sept. 

51 

l'l • 

)0 

Oct . 

42 

41 50 

v . D c . 

29 ?0 . 

June 

56 

Year. 

July 

62 

Sourc I c. c. Kelley P. • S rout. Br1t1sh Col 1a, 
D part ent of Agr1cultur, So11 y of the 
Upper Kootenay & Elk Valley Cloutier, 
1956. Report #5, appepd1x. 

TABLE V 

The Fro t Fr Period of Pern1 , 1chel 

Elevation (tt . ) 
Years o r cord 

ernie 

N g 

1chel 
3800 

4 

te . 

Newg 

2800 
32 

te 

Aver g 1 t spr1ng frost 
Earl1 t 1 t pr1 fro t 
Lates l st spring fro t 
Average_ fir t fall rro t 

:330.5 
33 

June 1 Jun 19 June 3 

E r11est f1rPt fall frost 
Latest first fall frost 
Average frost free p riod 

Y 4 
July- 12 
s pt . 7 
July 19 
Oot. ? 
98 d ys 

Jun 4 
July 4 
Au . 19 
Aug. 4 
Au • 29 
60 d y 

4 
July 4 
s t . 4 
July 27 
Oct . 13 
93 d ys 

Sources c. c. Kelley & P. N. Sprout , British Columbia, 
Depart nt of Agr1cultur, Soil survey of th # 
Unper Koote y & El Vall 7s, Ottaw , Cloutier, 
1956, p . 93. 
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TABLE VI 

ver g onthly Annul Prec1p1t t1on for the Yer 
Shown, 1n In~h , of e ate, El o- d Femi . 

Station Feb. 
& Jul.y une 

Ne gat 1918-54 1. 44 1. 08 0. 97 0. 76 1. 21 1. 64 o.as 
Elko 1924-54 2. 36 1. 20 1. 31 1 . 26 , 1 .-62 2. 73 1, 43 
Fern1 1916- 54 4. 84 3. 77 3. 39 2. 37 2. 60 2. 90 1 . 56 

ug. Sept Oct. ov. Dec . Je 

Newgat o. 86 0. 89 1. 12 1. ?8 1. 68 lJ. 81 
Elko 1. 33 1 . 56 1. 82 1. 53 1. 95 ?0. ·10 
Fern1e 1. 60 2. 56 4~11 4. 24 5. 66 39. 60 

Sour c 1 C. c. Kelley & P. • prout, Br1t1sh Columb1a, 
Department of Agr1eulture, z of the 
Ugeer Koote Valleji; Clouti r, 
1956, Repor t P• 94. 

TABLE VII 

Extr e T mperature and Avera Snow1'all of wg te, El o 
and Fern1 for the Y ars Sho , 1n De ree F hrenh 1t 
Inches . 

t tion 

Newgat 
Elko 
Pern1e 

!er on 
Record 

1918-5) -
1916-53 

Snowi' 11 

10) -40 41. 2 
49. 9 

91 -40 131. 3 

Sourc I c. c. Kelley P •• S rout, British Col bi• 
D partm nt of Agriculture, ey of the 
Upper K ~ & Elk Valley , Clout1 r, 
1956, R S, p . 15. 
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TABLE VIII 

Ethnic D1 tr1but1on of Popul t1on 1n Fern1e 1 Ea t Kooten y 
Region and Br1t1 h Colum.b1 . 

Nationality 

E 11 h 
Ir1 h 
Scotch 
Other Brit. 
French 
Austr1 n 
Bel 1an 
Czech- Slov. 
Dutch 
F1nn1sh 
Ge an 
Hebrew 
Hung r1 
Italian 
Poli h 
Bo an1 
Russ1 
Sc 1 v1 n 
Ukr 1n1an 
0th r Europ. 
Ch1n.•J P• 
Other As1at . 
Indian- Eek. 
Uns ec1t1ed 
Total 

Fernle 

897 
195 
430 

58 
54 
52 
9 

124 
20 

.5 
85 

15 
511 
162 -

20 
32 
10 
10 
25 
7 -
2 

2,732 

7,463 
2,001 
J,657 

37'.3 
721 
247 
78 

875 
146 
165 
6Jl 

11 
92 

1,718 
809 
189 
209 

1,851 
16J 
262 
47J 

JO 
JBJ 
19 

22,.566 

• c. 
72,501 
?l,612 

125, 0:38 
10,772 
15,023 

3,891 
1,.597 

,159 
6, 34 
6,858 

16,986 
2,743 
l,JlJ 

12,254 
4,.599 
1,163 

10,398 
,854 

2,538 
4, 990 

49 ,344 
1, 607 

24,599 
1,544 

694, 63 

Sourc t C.....--~, Do 1n1on Bure u of St t1st1cs, The Sev nth 
Do 1n1on Cen§U, Ott•, King' Printer, 1931, 
Bulletin 22. 

TABLE I X 

at1onal1ty of E ployee 1n t he Coal Industry of r1t1 h 
Columb1 . 

Count ry of Or1g1n M es 

C nad & wflnd. 648 4 
Gt. Brit . & Ire. 1'377 1 
u. s. 42 -Austral1 - -

el glum 8 
Fr nc 6 
~taly 284 
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Country of Or1g1n Male 

Ger any ustr1 s -
Cent . Europ. Balkan 248 -
Scand1nav1an J4 
Ru 1a & Poland 164 -
Other Europ. Countries 4 -Ch1na 125 -
Hindustan . - -Japan 29 -All Others - -

Sourc I Br1t1 h Columbia, D p r t ent of L bour, Annual 
Report of Mini ter of Labour, V1otor1, King' 
Pr1nter, 1934, P• L2J. 

TABLE X 

Projeets Carried Out by the Dep tent of National Defence 
for th Depart ent of L bour, 1932-1936. 

Loe tion 

Yahk 
Kitchener 
Sal.mo 
Princeton 
Hope 
Cranbrook 
Victori 

Hope end , Bop -
Princeton H1gh. 
Pr1neeton end, Hope­
Princeton High. 
Vancouver I 1 nd 
West Coast Road 
K1ngsgate , Eastport, 
Yabk 
Crow's et, M1ohel 
K1 barley­
Long B ch, 

· Fr as r' L 

T e of Wor 

Interm d. L • F1eld 
Intermed. Land. F1 ld 
Inte ed. Land. Field 
Inte e . Land. Field 
Inte ed. Land. Field 
B1fl Bang 
D1 t . H. Q., • D• 11, 
Administr t1on 

H1ghw Construction 

H1gh ay Construction 

Highway Construction 

High ay Construction 
Highway Con truction 
Highway Con truction 

Bighw Construction 

y 
t to 
30, 1936 

73, 542 
64,858 
62 ,569 
30,901 
70,093 

2,961 

32,886 

300,933 

316,523 

229,02; 

45,007 
150, 6.S 
93,070 

108 , 816 



Loe t1on 

Goattell, Cr ston­
Go t tell 
Nelway, el y­
Nel on 
China ere k astlegar­
Tra11 
Shoreaere - Nelon• 
c stlegar 
Rockcree -Tadana1 

h epcreek-Ro land• 
c scade 
Y hk-Koot n y 
Long Beaoh- West Koot . 
1skol1nt h Foret 

Re ene2 
Rosed l -Hope 

ass1z-Harr1 on 111 
Work o1Dtt Rodd Hill 

Beal' ifle Rang 
Ft . cc uley, E qu1. 
Boston B , Hope-Bar 
Hope 
Princeton 
Sooke 
Cranbrook 
e~ritt-Pr1nceton 

Tra11-Fru1tv e2 
alfour-K slo-
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Type of Work 

Highway Construction 

High ay Construction 

H1ghw y Con truetion 

H1ghw y Construction 
Hi gh y Con truct1on 

H1gh ay Con truction 
Grp. H. Q. High. Cont. 
Grp. H. Q. H1 h. Const. 

Forestr7 
H1ghw y Con truct1on 
H1ghw Construction 

B1fl B e 
Hi ghw Con truc.t 1on 
Gr . H. Q. High. Cont. 
Grp. H. Q. Hi gh. Const. 
Grp H. Q. Hi gh. Const. 
Municipal Airport 
Hi gh Con truct1on 
Hi ghw Con truction 

New Benver2 Hi gh ay Con truct1on 
Mount Oldfield2 - Highway Construction 
Spence's Bridge Grp. ·H. Q. High. Const. 
Spence• ridge- err1tt Hi ghway Construction 

pence' s rid - Lytton H1 h y· Con truct1on 
nc •s ridge-

aqh Creek 
on AJ'lll 

Salmon ' A1'11-Sorrento 
Salmon- Arm-Sic OU 

ewg te-Boosvill 
Cutoff · 
Ea t Thurlow I la.m.2 
Rev l toke 
Revelstok orth­
B1g Be 
Revel toke-Sic ou 

Hi gh Construction 
Gr p. H'. Q. High. Cont. 
Bi hway Construet1on 
High y Construction 

Hi gh Con truet1on 
Fore t ry 
Grp. H. Q. High. Cont. 

Hi ghway Con truet1on 
H1g Con truction 

7 
Relief to 
June 30, 19J6 

129,149 

.56,414 

58,83.5 

67,144 
65. 379 

2,86J 
10,195 
12,265 

192,381 
268,457 

52.231 
329,aaa· 
1s.299 
15,830 

5,896 
4,964 

51,363 

19,040 
144;2.'36 

59,j66 

65,lJ0 
13,024 
58,834 

196,649 

56,751 

9,672 

165,684 
l 8,392 



Loe tion 

Point Gr y 
Boston Bar 
Point Grey 
Wh1te Roe 
Ald rgrove 
Ender Barbour 
Half Moon B J 
Squ 1sh 
Boston Bar 
Taghum 
Aldrige 
K loop 

orth Tho pson Riv r 
Dad Man Creek•K loops 
Kelown 
Oy 
Nah 
Narama.t 
orth Va couver 

Yahk 
Kitchener 
Rock Creek 
Canal Pl t 
Oliv r 
Lytton2 
Mid ay 
Pendl ton 

-1.5 
Type of Work 

High ay Con truct1on 
Int red. L • F1 ld 
Grp. H. Q. H1gh. Const . 
High Construction 
High ay Construction 

Highway Construction 
Highway Con truct1on 
Warehou 
High y Construction 
H1gh Con truct1on 
Gr • H. Q. H1 h. Cont. 
Highway Con truct1on 
Hi ghway Construction 
Grp. H. Q. High. Const. 
High Con truct1on 
Hi gh y Con truct1on 
Hi hwy Con truct1on 
Blair R1fl Range 
High Construction 
High on truct1on 
Int rm d. LRlld . F1 ld 
Hi h Co ruction 
Int ed. L d. 1eld 

Inte 
, I te 

Land. F1 ld 
• L • Field 

l T ana hould re T an&c 

Man-d y 
Rel1 f to 
June JO, 19J6 

120,967 
77,540 
13,039 

254,.571 
40,74.5 

175,525 
52,766 

248 
45,527 
51,0;1 
1,976 

17,543 
64,292 
5,172 

44.479 
59,838 
8,264 

55,083 
31,317 
35,183 
23,206 
48,206 
30,507 

3,665 
15,907 

2Project eonte plated but t te.rt d by March Jl, 1936. 

3Ender hould read Pend r 

ourc a of Final 
ton he 

by 5498 • LeFresne, 
Tw , hed Honours B 1s, 
Bo of Canad , 1962, PP• , 204- 11. 
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TABLE XI 

Numb rs R oe1v1 Direct R l1et fro 1930-1940 in Br1t1 h 
Col b1 • 

Ye 

19301 

19312 
1932 
1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

19J9 

191:}0 

Mon. 

s pt. 

• 
Sept . 
Mar. 
Sept . 
M r . 
Sept. 
M r . 
Sept. 
ar. 

s t . 
• 

Sept . 

.5,166 

F • Head 

17,716 
15,906 
24,969 
18,562 
22,930 
16,213 
20,913 
16 , 289 
20, 493 
14,793 
17,.579 

9,875 
15,369 
11 ,723 
17,162 
l l , 6JO 
14, 986 

6, 371 

Dep nd. 

52,769 
48,645 
73,.302 
52,801 
65,046 
46,8.50 
58, 06 
44,946 
57,538 
40,476 
49 ,700 
26,182 
4J,078 
Jl,342 
47 ,737 
29 ,830 
J8 ,6SJ 
14, 619 

S1ngi 

14,214 

36 ,065 
18,279 
30,587 
17,007 
27,749 
15,749 
22,963 
15, .592 
16,207 
11,66J 
15,49 
7,0.53 

10,043 
8, 612 

12,976 
9,766 

12,502 
7,13S 

Total 

19,380 

106,.550 
82,830 

128,8.58 
88,370 

115,725 
78,812 

102,082 
76,827 
94, 38 
66 , 932 
e2 ,772 
4J,110 
70 ,799 
53,199 
77, 75 
.51,226 
65,479 
28 ,125 

l umb r r oe1v1 rel1 t date fro Sept. 22 , 1930 to 
pr . JO, 1931. 

2 umbers r ce1v1 r lief d t from ay 1 1 1931 to 
pr. JO, 19J2. 



-15.5-
TABL • XII 

D1str1but1on of Costs of Relief. 

B 11 f to un1c1pal D1str1c s 

Direct B 11 f Belief Work 
: 

D te F d. Prov. Mun. Fed. Prov. Mun. 

Sept. 22, 1930 1/) 1/J 1/J 1/4 
Jan. 2 1 1931 l 1/) 1/J 1/3 1/4 
June 26, 193~ l/2 J/10 l/5 1/4 
July 8, 1931 1/3 l/J 1/3 1/4 
Sept . 16, 1931 l/2 

19.32 1/2 1/2 - 1/2 
19333 4 1/J 1/J 1/J 1/2 

Aug. l, 1934 -
Nov. JO, 1935 -
Apr. l, 1939 

Bel1 f to Onor aniz d District 

Direct B 11et 

Date Fed. Prov. F d. 

s pt. 22, 1930 - - 1/2 
Jan. 2, 1931 l/2 1/2 1/2 
Apr. l; 1939 1/2 1/2 1/2 

1/4 1/2 
1/4 1/2 
1/4 l/2 
1/4 1/2 
l/4 1/4 
1/4 1/4 
l/4 1/4 
3/5 2/5 
4/5 1/5 
4/5 1/5 

Rel1 f ork 

Prov. 

1/2 
1 / 2 
l/2 

lTe por y s che e for direct relief e ses only until sch 
rked out by 1 level of ov rnment . 

2For resident only, retro ct1ve to June 19, 1931. Prov. 
& fed. gov•ts. each paid 1/2 cost of fe ding tran 1 nt . 

3Trans1ent now adm1n1st r on a 1/J b s1 retroactive 
to June 1, 1933, 1n tad of 1/2 fed.-1/2 rov. ba i 
pr •June. 

4p roentag ba is off • 1d top ov1nces end d ; fed. 
1 tance received s 1n fo of onthly grant-in- id 

of 115,000; 1 on1es 1 1 tered b7 provinces . o t 
of rel1 f no given in r turn for work. 

~e a r ents provid d t h t fed. gov•t . p 2/S of actu 
expenditure for re 1dent 1/2 for transients. Prov. 
gov•t. cont1nu d paying 4/S or cot for un1cipal residents 

e 

& full cot for t ransients r iding within mun1e1pal 11 it. 

Source a British Columbia, Dep ent f Labour, Annual 
Report ste~ of Labour 1g10-1939, 
V1etor1 r1nter, 1931-194 . 

Fern1e Free Pre , F rn1, B. c., 1930.1939. 
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T E XIII 

Si ngle o eles s en Rece1v1ng R 11ef through Gover ent C ps 
Proj cts 1n Br1t1 h Columb1 

' 1932•1940. 

Type 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 :[§46 
Jan. Jan. Jan • . Jan. Jan. Jan. Jan. Jan. J • July July July July July July Jul - July July 

Camps 6,1411 386 413 - - - - -6,741 2,725 J69 215 - - - -
at. Def. - - 7,869 7,760 - - • -

C ps 2,432 6,469 2,922 - - - -
Ho P• - - - 196 196 16 162 166 
C p - - 177 183 102 1 7 114 
Fore t . - - - - - -Camps 34 - - 4092 4.573 474 571 275 -at . For . - - - - - - - -Project - - - - -· 425 -or. Dev. & 
Pub. l rks . - - - - 2 ,-019 2,1106 -
ProJ . C ps - - - 331 - 1, 392 -
Pub. Wrks. - - - - - - 16 - -
Projects - - - - -
Pl c . 1n. - - - - - -Camps - - - 100 1.5:f3 15~ 114 17.5 -F - - . 23 - 213 -· 249 
Pl c • 2 <of - - 2095 - - -Ho t ls - -· 2,1811 , 499 - - - • -1,6.51 2, 2.52 906 697 - - - "" -Relief - • - - - - - - -Or • 1,195 - - - - - - -
Urban - - - - - - - - -C ntre 10,299 5,739 - • - - - • -

1Prov1nc1al fro 1933 onward. 

2c1a s1f1 d a a c p tro June, 19J.5 on ard. 
3c1a s1f1ed Training c s July 1936. 

4c1 s 1f1ed as P I prov ent & plo ent Pl an • 

.5cl as s1t1 d F Pl ce ent I prov nt Project . 
6 igure for orestry Develo ent projects only. 

Source , Br 1t 1sh Columbia, Bep r t ent cf L bour, -F----.i• 
eport of t he ter of Lebour, V1ctor ng' 

Prlnter , i933- • 
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TABL XIV 

el1ef and bl1c Wor Expenditure 1n Fern1 D1 tr1ot 
for 1scal Y r 1929- 1939, in Dollar . 

Yer 

1929• 30 
19JO• Jl 
1931- 32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935- 36 
1936-37 
1937- 38 
1938-39 

Tot. Un P• 
Relief 

.. .. 
65,249. 59 
95, 886. 85 
56,778. 01 

150, 895. 28 
202 , 236. 08 
18J,4J4. 78 
171, 402. 34 
118 , 834. OJ 

Tot . b . Direct 
Work el1ef 

194, 069. 30 -229 ,796. JJ -
136 , 441. 95 
134,050.70 

2,260. 95 

82,560. 95 -192,591. 66 87,566. 4) 
235, 19 . 79 107,273.62 
228 , 902. 30 117 ,409. 12 
225,119.57 114,712. 25 
206 ,778. )9 92,846.98 

Sources British Columbia, Dep tent of bl1c ork, 
Annual Report of the 1n1 ter of Public otks, 
l929-l939. Victoria, King' s Printer, 1930• 940. 

TAB xv 
Annual Payrolls 1n the Co~ I ustr1 in Br1ti h Columbia, 
1927- 1940, 1n Dollars. 

Year o. of otal Y ar No. ot Total 
Firms P~roll 1 s Payroll 

1927 27 7, 502., 946 . 9 1934 2.5 3,198 , 911. 30 
1928 26 7 , 4 38 , 948 . 9n 1935 24 :3.064, 399. 10 
1929 28 6,soa ,s12.13 1936 27 J , 416 ,4 a. oo 
1930 26 5,666,528. 6 1937 27 3,716 , 206 . 00 
1931 25 4,671,819.52 1938 23 J ,339, 646,oo 
1932 27 J,684, sa2. r 19 9 26 J , 687,824.00 
1933 23 ?, 862,277. 99 1940 24 J, 811 , )41. 00 

Sourc 1 Br1t1sh C , D p rtm nt of L bour, 
inigter- of ~ about, V1cto 
P• Ll2 , & 1940, P• E8 . 
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TABLE XVI 

Cop ison of Output and Pr C p1t Production of Coal betwe n 
Est Kootenay District and British Columbia, 1910-1940. 

Gross Ton t Ton en Tons per 
per Ye Prod'lng per Under- Undergr'nd 

1ne Man round Man 

1910 E. K. 1,365,119 3,111 4J9 2, 3"14 575 
B. C. 3,139,235 7,758 404 5,90J 5)2 

1915 E.K. 852 , 572 1,748 488 1 ,183 721 
B. C. 1,972, 580 4 , 978 396 J,695 5J4 

1920 E. K. 847 ,389 1,582 536 1 , 062 798 
B. C. 2, 696 , 774 6,349 425 4,191 64J 

1925 E. K. 854 ,480 1,466 582 989 864 
B. C. 2, 444, 292 .5,44J 449 J,828 639 

1926 E. K. 848 ,448 l,4Jl 592 962 881 
B. C. 2,330 , 036 5,322 437 J, 7.57 6 0 

1927 E. K. 907,.519 1,494 607 1,033 876 
B. C. 2,4-SJ,827 5,225 460 3, 646 673 

1928 E.K. 1.001 , 523 1,621 617 1,15~ 886 
B. C. 2,526,702 5,J34 473 J , 81 662 

1929 E.K. 886 , 706 l,50J 589 1 , 116 794 
B. C. 2,251 , 2.52 5,0 8 447 3,675 612 

1930 E. K. 689,230 1,252 550 9Jl 740 
B. C. 1,887,130 4,645 406 3,380 556 

1931 E.K. 661 , 426 1,211 546 909 727 
B. c. 1,707,590 4,082 419 2,957 577 

1932 E. K. 587,875 1,001 587 7.52 781 
B. C. 1,534,975 3,608 425 2,628 .5 4 

1933 E.K. 477 , 677 698 684 522 915 
B. C. 1,264,746 J,094 408 2,241 564 

1934 E. K. 627.619 754 832 551 1.139 
B. C. 2, 347 , 090 2,893 46.5 2,0.50 657 

1935 E. K . 407,110 819 497 614 66J 
B. C. 1,187,968 2,971 399 2,145 554 

1936 E. K. 470,606 606 776 459 1 , 02.5 
B. C. 1, )46 , 741 2,814 478 2, 015 668 

1937 E.K. 459,136 628 731 462 972 
a.c. 1 , 444,687 3,153 458 2,286 6 2 

1938 E. K. 434,068 693 626 467 972 
B. C. l, J09,428 2,962 442 2, 088 675 

1939 E.K. 561,958 731 768 538 1, 044 
B. C. 1,477,872 2,976 496 2,167 6 2 

1940 E,.K. 976,518 731 1,062 .550 1 , 412 
B. C. 1,667,827 2, 74 580 2,175 766 

sourc 1 Br1t1 h Col p rt ent of M1n • Re12ort er of Mines , cited in 
J. H of M1 t 
Koot Br1t1 pu 
lish Univ . , 1944. 
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TABLE XVII 

Number of Days Worked d Output in Ton per an of Est 
Kootenay 1nes, 1926- 1940. 

Coal Cree Michel Corbin 

Year Per Pl Pr Days Pr Man Per Days Per Man Per Days 
Und r - Man Wrkd Und r - Man rkd Under- Man rkd 
ground ground ground 

1926 741 536 20.5 891 592 248 1,976 878 244 
1927 810 594 250t 899 585 248½ 1,131 735 289 
1928 820 606 282 757 ,540 247 1, 572 928 278½ 
1929 666 518 217 81 58.5 21 1,295 881 261 
19JO 590 444 155 700 SOJ 178 1,088 847 2J8 
l9Jl 436 JJO 118 7J8 539 167 1,196 928 225 
1932 362 269 76 760 565 1.59 1,131 1,013 250 
1933 48.5 376 90 930 684 202 1,149 858 189 
1934 789 614 1.50 1,140 818 232 1,363 983 267 
19J.5 724 564 147 1,007 799 211 53 J6 15 
19J6 790 60) 165 1,104 834 240 -
19J7 919 ?13 174 1,020 737 226 - -
19J8 826 622 171 968 627 230 -
l9J9 915 680 158 1,079 793 244 
1940 1,0.59 789 181 1 , 507 1,136 276 - - -

Sources British Columb1 , Mines , Annu 
Report the M1n1 , cited 1n 
J . Hu A H1s t o in the ot-

t of Br1 1a, un d 
, Univ. of ta. , §44. 
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TABLE XVIII 

umber of Total n and Men Employed Und rground 1n East 
Kootenay and British Columbia Coal Mine 1920-1940. 

c. Crk. Michel Corb1n East Koot • . Brit. Col. 
Year Utld. Tot. Und. Tot . Und. Tot. Und. . Tot. Und. Tot. 

1920 648 849 338 .581 76 152 1,062 1,.582 4,191 6,349 
1921 702 909 415 720 90 145 1,207 1,774 4,?22 6,885 
1922 641 812 360 61.3 62 113 1,063 1,538 4,712 6,644 
1923 .575 159 336 593 47 82 965 1,434 4,342 6,149 
1924 4.30 51) 301 410 66 104 797 1,147 3, 894 5,418 
192.5 549 760 362 )82 78 124 989 1,466 3,828 5,443 

1926 494 682 408 614 60 135 962 1,431 3,757 5,322 
1927 .519 708 399 609 115 177 1,033 1,494 J,646 5,225 
1928 564 763 475 66.S 114 193 1,153 1,621 J,814 5,339 
1929 565 728 421 584 130 191 1,116 1,503 3,675 .5,028 
1930 J.56 474 379 526 196 252 931 1,252 3,389 4,645 

1931 359 475 335 459 215 277 909 1,211 2,957 4,082 
1932 256 345 282 379 214 277 752 1,001 2,628 J,608 
1933 111 143 222 302 189 253 522 698 ,241 3,094 
1934 116 149 2.56 357 179 248 551 754 2 . 050 2,893 
1935 120 154 308 388 186 277 614 819 2,145 2,971 

1936 116 152 34J 4.54 459 606 2,015 2,814 
1937 121 l.56 341 472 - - 462 628 2,286 3,153 
1938 12 !40 339 523 - - 467 693 2,088 2,962 
1939 113 152 425 579. - - 5--q 731 2,167 2,976 .)v 

1940 117 157 '+33 574 - .550 731 2,175 2,874 
., 

sources .British Columbia, Department of Mine , Annual 
Reia2rt of the . 1n1 ter of Min s 1 1220-121io, 
victori , K1:ng's Printer, 1921-191i1. 
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TABLE XIX 

Coal and Coke Production of East Koot n y Mines. 1898-1940, 1n ons1• 

Yer 

1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 
1918 
1919 
1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

Coal Creek 
Coal Cok 

9.334 
102,610 
196,837 
322,24.5 
2J8,7?6 
21.5.776 
34.5,901 
425,493 
426,793 
522,783 
441,00J 
379,968 
622,564 
206,.5.56 
696,844 
82.5,185 
577,299 
511,904 
.569,131 
323,.561 
402,463 
306,191 
431,783 
413,523 
291,671 
4JJ,8J6 
98,02.5 
464,133 
366,054 
420,706 
462,733 
J76,J04 
210,262 
1.56,708 
92,879 
53,874 
91,604 
86,879 
91.64.5 

111,265 
105,736 
lOJ,375 
l2J,96J 

J61 
29,658 
6.5,91.5 

111,68) 
78,490 
84,321 

118,551 
123,.593 

93,171 
88,775 

102,322 
117,268 
78,420 
28,519 

148,924 
157,90.5 
14J,460 
147,129 
128,020 
75,187 
85,730 
13,494 --
-28,850 

35,011 
32,346 
21,985 -28,042 
28,263 
11,840 

--
.. 

1ehel 
Coal Coe 

-9,966 -113,853 
23.5,347 
235,256 
309, 50.5 
2?3,497 
353,728 
412,18.5 
390,462 
4.57,581 
114,384 
253,862 
216,224 
201,104 
278,124 
244,119 
127,125 
206,412 
172,868 
264,.592 
278,JOl 
216,668 
.58,429 

147,805 
321,53.5 
363,795 
356,696 
359,547 
342,143 
265,262 
247,51.5 
214,305 
206,591 
292,021 
310,258 
378,961 
347,871 
328,332 
458,583 
652,555 

-
29,347 
64,818 
95,685 

124,705 
96,214 

117,766 
l'.31,176 
106,174 

95,239 
25,641 
70,030 
68,469 
56,406 
93,29 

112,101 
54,312 
78, 350 
4J,57J 
67,792 
.59,434 
41,400 
58,919 
J0,615 
46,335 
58,435 
52,726 
39,3 5 -
37,768 
37,137 
17,705 

5,444 
22,178 
24,168 
J0,366 
4),209 
48,751 
51,205 
59,788 

Corbin 
Coal 

... -
-4,111 

60,824 
126,851 

81,718 
122,263 
72,788 
74,Jl2 
62,544 
69,020 

101,065 
123,989 
79,747 

151,014 
67,9 1 
46,022 
48,266 
2?,688 
68,812 

118,599 
lJ0,117 
179,243 
168, 59 
213,412 
257, OJ 
280,691 
217,212 
43,988 
9,973 

-
lcoal 1s weigh d 1n long to ; coke 1n h rt ton . 

source, Br1t1 ~t of Mins, port 
of t n J. Hist-
ory o z D1str of Br1t1sh 
Colum v . of ., 1944, 
PP• 14 -143, 
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TAB XX 

Coal S le of East Kootenay Mines to the United St te d 
Canada, 1929• 1940, 1n Long Tons . 

Coal creek M1eh ·l 

Year Canad u. s. Total Canad u. s. Tot 1 

144,484 
169,821 
146,4.53 
149,289 

1920 
1921 
1922 
l92J 
1924 

1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 

· 1929 

1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 

19J5 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 

Ye 

1920 
1921 
1922 
l92J 
1924 

192.5 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 

.58 ,546 JJ8,466 
49,.535 320,410 
80,680 191,566 

113,316 284,264 
40,124 4J,643 

1.59,641 223,209 
112,948 174,684 
102,814 239,.502 
176,27.5 220,075 
110,984 212,838 

102,312 
77,389 
61,6JJ 
46 1 JOO 
79,270 

6J,042 
59,67.5 
71,370 
68,163 
69,611 

5.5,478 
27,354 
11,394 
4,366 
9,279 

20,615 
29,250 
JJ,068 
34,500 
30,930 

397,012 
J69,94.5 
272,246 
397,.580 
83,767 

382,850 
?87.632 
3~2. 316 
J96,J.50 
J2J.-822 

157,790 
104,743 

73,02? 
50,666 
88,549 

83,657 
88,925 

104,438 
102,663 
100,541 

74,354 
35,93 
44,000 

115,483 
85,488 

234,894 
2.58,332 
258,724 
28J,582 
263,446 

19.5,780 
184,775 
179,lJO 
192,627 

34,025 

266,218 
302,535 
247,94-8 
225,201 
315,095 

70,130 
lJJ,889 
l.02 ; 453 

33, 806 
7, 897 

1,23.3 
5f4 

-

-
131 
7 2 

1,737 
9,JlS 
9,9.50 

12,900 
26,890 

93,385 

236,127 
258,906 
258 .,724 
283,582 
26J,4~6 

195,780 
184,7?5 
179,130 
19 ,758 

34,747 

267,955 
Jll,8,50 
257,898 
2.'.38,101 
341,985 

Canad U. s. Tot 

Corbin 

Ye Canad 

158,841 
218 , 887 
225,363 
170,310 
191,794 

U. s. Total 

72,176 70,746 
18,794 41,0J2 
14,055 .39,4.'.32 

7,997 35,6.55 
J,249 19,134 

36,671 24,994 
4?,444 21,975 
83,940 32,493 

127,69119,948 
100,177 18,817 

142,922 1930 
59,826 1931 
SJ,487 1932 
4J,652 19JJ 
22,383 1934 

61,665 19.35 
69,419 1936 

ll6,4JJ 1937 
147,6391 1938 
119,556 1939 

8,940 --

21 , 274 
1.5,669 
16,271 
14,091 
13,.531 

739 

180,11.5 
234,556 
241,634 
184,401 
205,315 

9,679 --
-

linclud 562 tons of co old to other oountr1 • 

Sourc I Br1t1sh Columbi, Depart ent of M1ne, ort 
of the 1n1ster of I V1etor1a1 K1n r, 
1940. 
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TABLE XXI 

v r e eekly ge for All Adul Mal ploy es Tho e 1n 
the Coal Lumber I ndustries 1n Br1ti b Columbia, 1920- 1940. 

Ye 

1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 

1925 
19 6 
1927 
1928 
1929 

1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 

1935 
1936 
1937 
193 
1939 
1940 

All Ad. Mal 
loyee 

31 • .51 
27. 62 
27. 29 
28. 05 
28. 39 

27. 21 
27. 99 
28. 29 
28. 96 
29. 20 

28. 64 
26. 17 
23. 62 
22. 30 
23 • .57 

24. 09 
26. 36 
26. 64 
26, 70 
26, 80 
28. 11 

Coal 
Industry 

37. 64 
32. 83 
33. 96 
36. 96 
35. 73 

30 • .52 
30. 06 
29. 79 
30. 50 
30. 18 

29. 03 
28. 40 
28. 04 
26. 80 
28. 11 

28. 49 
28. 75 
27 , 46 
28. 20 
29. 39 
28. 04 

Lumber 
Industry 

J2. 47 
24.70 
25. 29 
2;. 92 
26. 15 

25. 40 
25 • .56 
25. 93 
26. 53 
26. 54 

25. 69 
21. 09 
18. 73 
18. 00 
21. 32 

22. 41 
24. 83 
26. 81 
26 • .59 
27. 14 
28. 83 

lThe Hour of ork ct c e into effect in 1925 and the ale 
1n1 um Wag Act 1n 1 te 1925. Con 1d r a tion u t be 1ven 

that bet en 1924 1925 th re• s lowe·1ng ot the 
hour of ork 1n 11ndu tr1e; 1n o c here orkers 
er be1 pa1d an hourly r t this l ed to r duction in the 
e ly • 

sourc a 
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TABLE XXII 

E t1 at d Valu of Production of th Lumb ring I u tr, 
1nclud1 Lo 1 and Freight 1n Br1t1 h Columb1 • in Thou 
of Dollars, 1929-1939• 

Product 

Lumber 
PUl.p & P per 
Shingles 
Boxes 
Doors 
Pile, Po ts, 

1929 

-
Mine Prop S,SOO 
Cord . , Fee . 
Posts, e Ti 1,734 
Ba1lw Ties 2,116 
Woo -us1ng 
Industr1e 21100 
L ths & 1sc. 2,400 
Log Exports 4,124 
Pulp Wd. Export SO 
Xm s Tr e -

1930 

-
4,726 

1,596 
1,253 

2,387 
1,500 
2,492 

42 -

1931 1932 1933 

16,738 13,349 15,457 
13,508 11,156 10,852 

2,721 2,805 4,SOO 
1,315 1,100 1,313 -
2,.4.SJ 

1,405 
l,044 

1, 3.50 
1,500 
2, 70 

43 ... 

772 

1,576 
502 

1,014 
1,125 
1,730 

28 

l .,850. 
250 

1,200 
1,000 
2, 228 

55 

20,337 
12,373 

4,375 
1,632 -

487 

1,335 
485 

1,320 
1,100 
lt93l 

46 -
Tot 93,301 69,737 44,44? J.5,157 

· 1938 

36,296 
11,066 

6,87S 
1,964 
1,353 

39,155 45,461 

Product 

Lumber 
Pulp & Paper 
Shingles 
Box s 
Doors 
Piles, Posts, 
M1n Props 
Cord ., Foe . 
Post, 1ne Ti 
Ba11 ay Ties 

ood- usi 
Indu tries 
Lath 1 c . 
Log Exports 
Pulp d. Export 

s Trees 
Tot 

1935 1936 1937 

24,094 
12,414 

8,750 
1,720 
1,69J 

810 

1,453 
764 

1,300 
1,100 
2,820 

23 

36,160 
14,950 

7,800 
1.629 
2,718 

le434 

1,489 
623 

1,J50 
1,200 
2,646 

ll 

40,638 
17,214 
6,875 
2,122 
2,971 

2,346 

1,459 
560 

1,500 
1,400 
3,782 

5 

1,615 

1,455 
560 

1,400 
1 , 300 
3,238 

- - -56,941 72,010 80,872 67,122 

1Av rage 1 ov r the ye s 1930-1939• 

1939 A ex-. l 

50,379 
16,191 

8,560 
2,039 

737 

1,556 

1,495 
0 

1,500 
1,400 
3,852 

11 
141 

88,2 1 

28,626 
13,625 

5,742 
1,712 

947 

1,665 

1,511 
640 

1,432 
1, 63 
2,709 

26 
14 

59,912 

Sources Br ot L , of 
~~ ............ ~ ~~;.,.......,_.,.....,."""""", V1ctor1 , 
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TABLE XXIII 

V lue of Prod ction of Gold, Sil r, Copp r, Lad and Zinc 
in East KootenaY D1 tr1ct, 1920-1939. 

Year 

1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 

192.5 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 

1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
19:34 

193.5 
1936 
193? 
1938 
1939 

Placer 
Gold 

3,.500 
3,600 
:3.000 _ 
2,000 
5,200 

4,489 
721 

2,499 
391 
510 

119 
J,079 
9,333 

11,866 
14,841 

19,144 
19,474 
24,804 
28,208 
19,824 

Lod 
Gold 

20 ---
-6,636 

19,4.52 
15,17.3 
4,733 

-

--

83 

248 
379 

2, 2714, 
2,779 
2,999 

ilver 
ooo• 

398 
336 
6Jl 
754 

1,812 

2,173 
3,082 
2,290 
J,266 
2,682 

1,991 
1,256 
1,400 
1,882 
3,107 

4,353 
3,190 
J,711 
3,484 
J,230 

Copper 

341 

9 

238 
1,313 

17 
41 

--
--
---... 

·Lead 
ooo•s 

2,006 
l,.SBJ 
3,022 
5,677 

11,769 

17,898 
17,043 
14,231 
13~412 
14,697 

12,330 
6,673 
5,312 
6,421 
8,329 

10,535 
14,101 
20,715 
lJ,584 
11,820 

Z1ne 
000 1 ' t 

2,796 
1,948 
2,511 
2,919 
3,957 

7,2.?4 
9,4'67 
8,196 
9,251 
8,774 

8,286 
5,217 

· 4,581 
.5,984 
7,239 

6,906 
7,718 

lJ,048 
8,228 
7,001 

Sources Br1t1 h Col b1, De rt ent of Mines , Ann l 
R port of the • o1t d 1n 
J . Hughes , AH 1n the t-

1et of Br1t1§ olumb1~1 un 
1s, Univ. ot t . , 1944, p. 139. 
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T.ABLE XXIV 

1ne D1s ters 1n th Fern1e D1str1ct, 1902-1938. 

Dat 

22 1902 
Oct. 1~, 190,'.3 
Nov, 18, 1904 
Jan. a, 1904 
Aug. 8, 1916 
Apr. 5, 1917 
J.. g . JO , 1928 
pr. lJ, 1929 

S t . 20, 19.38 
July .5, 1938 

xplos1on 
Outburst 
Ou b rst 
Explo 1on 
Explo 1on 
Expl s1on 
Blowo t 
Ex lo 1on 
B P 
Explo ion 

umber of' Pupils in chool 
in F rn1e, 1928-1940. 

y No. or Aver. D 
Pupil Attend 

1928-29 82.3 749.6 
1929•30 81.3 729. 74 
1930 .. 31 831 771. 22 
1931•.32 786 740. 37 
193 • .33 748 671. 81 
19:3.3- 34 686 6,54.40 
19 JS 685 6,34. 36 
193.5 • .36 652 607.5.5 
19.36-J? 674 609. 24 
1937- 3 648 594. 58 
1938 .. 39 620 .577. 92 
19.39-40 619 573. 80 

· Souro s 

Town 

Col Cr e 
orr1 

Morr1 
Michel 
1chel 

Coal Cree 
Coal Cr ek 
Co Cr k 
Coal Cr 
Michel 

XXV 

d Ave e D 11 , 

11,- o. in 
ce Grade 

· Ill 

10 
9 
6 
-

19 
·JO 
27 
19 
34 
JO 
20 

128 d • 
4 d • 

14 dead. 
7 dad. 

l e • 
J4 de • 
6 de • 

10 1n3ur d . 
.3 d ad• 
J de • 

tt nd ce 

o. 1n 
Sr. tr1c. 

------
-
ll 
ll 

8 
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TABLE XX.VI 

Revenue Derived tro the Sale of Firearms L1cenc a , and 
Game Tags , 1929-1939, in Fernie , in Dollars . 

Year 

1929 
19JO 
1931 
1932 
19JJ 
l9J4 

Amount 

2, 642 • .50 
2,.837 • .50 
2, 662. 50 
3,164. 2.5 
2, 87.5. 50 
J , 42.5. 7.5 

!ear Amount 

l9J.S 
19)6 

2, 396. 25 
2, 360. 75 

1917 1, 921. 00 
19J8 2, 291. 00 
19J9 2,118. 75 

Souroea British Columbia, Department of the Attorney­
General , Report 9f thf Provi~ial Gp.e Co!t~ss1oper. 4929-1939, vie or~ • • 1ng1a i nter, i9jo: 4o. 

TABLE XXVII 

Revenue Derived trom the Fur Trade , Fines , and Sale ot Fur 
Licences in British Columbia, 1929- l9J9 t 1n Dollars. 

!ear 

1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
193.5 
1936 
1937 
l9J8 
1939 

Fins 

9, 008. 00 
9, 572. 7.5 
8, ~5. 00 
.5 , 493 • .50 
J t .5Jl. OO 
; . 227. 82 
4, 399 • .50 
J , 96,5. 00 
.5 , 332 • .50 
.5 , 729. so 
4, 776. ,50 

fu Trade Licences & Peea 

47 , 329. 89 142. 028. 22 
45,161.11 147, 660. 00 
46 , 091. 08 137, 233. 31 
40, 363. 79 141, 269. 55 
44,167. 48 lJS, 876. 94 
47 ,102. 81 149, 9,5,5. 11 
49,8Jl. 9.S 148,689. 64 
.52 ,196 • .50 l.57 , 647• JO 
s,, 697. 4s 177,771. JJ 
4 , 96J. 87 192, 024. 07 
49 ,187. 00 193,170. 53 

source , Bri tish Colwab1a, Departm nt of the Attorne1-
General , Renrt or the P:Vv1nc1al Game Comm1ssioper. 
1929•1939, V ctor a, Kings l>rinter , 1§36-1940. 



Arre rs of T 

Ye 

1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
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TABLE III 

1n Fern1e, 1925-1939, 

ount Year ount 

20,723 1930 18,079 
21,928 19Jl 19;872 
20,743 1932 25,910 
24,971 1933 32,755 
20,431 1934 29,5.37 

Sources British Columbia; De 

1n oll r . 

Year Amount 

1935 26 , 924 
1936 27,797 
1937 2.5,423 
1938 22,092 
1939 18,507 

rt of the , 

TlABLE XXIX 

Sales of Liquor, 1nclud1 Be r 1n ernie 
1928-1939, 1n Dollars-. 

Year 

1928-29 
1929-JO 
1930-Jl 
1931• 32 
1932• 33 
1933-34 
1934• 35 
1935- 36 
1936- 37 
1937-38 
1938.39 

Net Profit 

67,425. 00 
59,001. 87 
62,024. 28 
68 ,874. 05 
37,368. 20 
27,966. 24 
2J,496. JO 
23,009. Jl 
24,051. 41 
25,204. 54 
26,165. 92 

Year 

1928-29 
1929-30 
19JO-Jl 
1931- 32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935 ... 36 
l9J6• J7 
19:37-38 
1938-39 

Sourc i Br1t1sh Colu b1a, 1 uor Co 
r Contro 
1-nter, l 

1chel 1 

1chel 

et Profit 

27,414. 00 
27,44,5. 10 
23 ,117. 21 
19,317. 59 
13,253. 18 
11,066. 63 
lJ,987. 48 
12,967. 31 
17,710 • .53 
18,287. 81 
l , 638. 46 
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Sc.ale: 1 I:, IYli /~!> +o I inc.h 

(;$) Coal-~rin~ Shd-fo 

• Canad 1an l'ac..1t1c. l?y. 

• Great NorH,e.f"n Ry. 

4 [d~4erl'l '&-1.J1sh Colv1r1h1d 'Ry, 

-+Morr,~se.y, Fern1e&MtC..he.l Ry. 

MAPil. 

Sou,-c.e: Canadr11 "Dt-parf me.nl of 1Yl1t1ec.
1 

Coal Fie.Id!:. of 
_: Bnh~hColumbia, Otfa!AA3,&u-ernn1e.nt-?r,nhn<J 

BuredC.,1 1q1~, d1sqr-9M I .· 





surnames Given Names, W1µIeaz /lLf;X/9-ivDER 

Place of B1rth1 MU/f/ll£L£R ltLTFJ- Date of Births 5£J>renBER 11; 1~42.. 

Edueat1onal Institutions Attended, with Dates of Entering 
and Leavi t 

NOTRE p11m5 v41v&Rs1rv oe 1vEt.so:1t 1163 to 1966 

to --- ---
___ to __ _ 

Degrees, Diplomas , Etc., Awarded, 1th Dates and Names 
or Inst1tut1onst 

B.f}. 1166 

Honours and A ardst 

Un 1V:f(S1 Jy: ol 1Jc-for1eu Se-ht?OI o-f GrqdvA le. gfve(tt' s /Jw4;--~ 

1r66/b2 and 1t"f 61 /6g: 
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