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A meeting o-f Pc1rticipatory Research in India was held at 

PU::>lic Enterprises Centre for Continuing Education, New Delhi 

during February 7-9, 1979. The meeting wa~: attended by 35 parti­

cipants fr,,TI rll ovc.c the coun.r:y. Tnese participants were a 

:nixtr.re of 3.rtivis-Ls, field-level workers, resea:::-chers and 

pr,:ictitior,c,~s. This; diversi'c::l of people wEre invited for two 

nrimary rcusonse 

'- l 'co :;hovidce intellectual ,and emotional support to those 

work/cig jn educ:..tional and research ir:stitutions and 

govees.·nrr":P ': agenc,ies who are bcginninc; to engage in 

.::ictivi.U.es ·-,hid:,_ can be broadly called Participatory 

RL'Sec._cc,h ( c·;tJ r 

h) t;:, catc ... ly:;,a_ sysi:e11c1i:ic reflection and documentatbn by 

those who an, working in voluntary grcups and associations. 
' 

'l'hic, di.?Ee::"<si'c:y posed major challc,nge to the meeting and 

-::CJ,·, E,?rr,c-, tiw:J ,:cs•;lted in a very stimulating and creative 

e:ccc1ary1e o~ iclc,as and experiences. 

th;,.,:, ,"Cle.:etiDs, we,:e: 

The four broad purposes of 

:i) sl.arinc;: of experiences in PR; 

J.il e 1•.c.i:icration of the various aspects of PR approach; 
... ' 
.LC.l J C:i,_•vc,J.opment of a network of people enga.ged in such 

-,:f•ortR J.n India; 

.,·,, "-"V''-'"...:.lio,, o:t mut·.Ll..L interest and cornmon understanding 
i_ n fnture PR activities. 

;,t t.h 0 _c.,c:iinn'.l:•:; of this mc,eting, the purticipants shared 

,-i,,:_r ;,er.s,x1.;;:C reasons for this meeting. There were three major 

c ><:J;-i<es in ch c. cJ,• ,;;cr:sonal s ta temen ts: 

1. F,,r c,,Q g!.o,;p oi: ::_:,articipc1nts, their present fr:ustration 

wJ_;;h cx.-. .c~i_n,-_,i :=ouw of research was the major reason. As one 

participS1.1·t p11t: --~ there has been 1 tremendous development of 

researcr. tcoc: 1:1--1lagy, while :c:eality has remained untouched'• 

For anothc,~·, •:,oaks and report::; ha·1e hardly made any impact 

on tliu l~Cc, c.t the ;:,eople'. A participant trained in traditional 

empirici,:;t o:c..rc<d <.gm ·e:xpcessed the, need for 'rehabilitating 

ur,den:tc:nd.~nvd _;_nsi:ead c-f: cxplil.n:ition' throngh PR. For another, 

there was :10 cpportunity to <;;O out in th<cc fh,ld in existing 
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research institutions. One pil.rticipcmt felt very strongly about 

the monopoJ_istic control of nssGarch by a few people, while 

another e:,, ressed a personal c ·.1sade against •·,e existing 

irrelevance of :,esearch in terms of j ts c,ost to a poor country 

like Indi'o.. C:his was one set of pen;onal reasons. 

2. Another set of oersonal reasons emerged from the existing 

f:ailurcs of p:!:ogrammes of dcvselop,ncnt. For one participant, 

it was due, to bun,c1ucr,1tic mal2isc ,ind he wanted to 'take the 

shop to ;::_"J-te doorstep o[ the poor'. One participant was bothered 

about the contL1uous failure oz progrn.mmcs like, adult cducationi 

:several p"-rtic:cpants wanted to improve such prograITTnes and some 

o[ them hcid experimented with ,ilternatives that proved effective 

in the fi.e).d. Por another participcmt, how to make c,ommuni ty 

csduc,ati.on ,an<:: ;:ribal dev'c'lopment pr0<!1rammes more effective was the 

. major icsue, ;'ducation e.E slum children, housing fan.urban poOr, 

err.u.,1-Ccipation of women etc., were other major concerns OS some of 

th<O pe.rtic-ipants" Protection of concairners from organization 

{business and qoverrnnent) through i:e";carch was the concern of 

anoth~_. particip,.int. 

3. The third set of responses foc,lc;ed upon education and 

learning as~ mcthod oL sor.ial transformation. Some partici-

µants wan cd to understand ho, systematic edu":ational efforts 

can lead to soc,i_al change. One participant calh:d 'education 

'1 tool of usher i..n social metamorphoo;is'. For another, it was 

to undcrstand how thee poor can be mobilized to stand on their 

ov,n feet Onc ~niticipant wanted to discuss his method of 

mobilizaLion in order to learn from other.;. 

Those' th:c:ee sets of personal rec,sons hig"r.light the range 

and type:, 0£ cor:cern people brought to this meeting. After briefly 

describing scv-.,rnl case s"'::Udics that were pr-:,sented in the mccting, 

'We will _;;-eturn to so:no of these conceerns in the context of PR. 
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Case Studies 

A. Registration of Share Croppi:ors in West Eengal: Operation Barga 

The L,pleme'1tation of lan reforms in We,:_t Bengal was givm. 

a major thrust recently through a very inncvative method. One. 

aspect of land reforms is the rc9istration of sharecroppers so that 

te,nancy rights ccm be bestowed on the £armers. Moreover, sui:;pibus 

land >1as to be distribute.a to the landless. The initial strategy 

was to send u tuam of officials to the village to inspect plot-to­

plot records and detGrmine the surplus land as well as register 

the shurecroppers, This strai;egy did not have much success 

because when the officials arrived in the village they wore 

surrounded by landowners and told that no surplus land share­

croppers existed. Moreover, the time cycle for the recording of 

a sharecropper in the alive process of law was very long, 9-12 

months. 

An alternative was tried in 1977. The strategy entailed 

organizing a reorientation camp in some villages. These, camps 

are of 3-day duration; participants include 30-40 beneficiaries 

and 10-15 officials. The camps arc intended to be an opportur_ity 

for these rural poor to identify their problems and to devise t~eir 

solutions. Initial hesitation and suspicion needs to be gradually 

removed b< Core serious, criti,, d reflection ta.kcs place. An 

outcome of these camps is to identify sharecroppers with the 

help of the beneficiaries. Evening meetings are organized, 

names are recorded, p1ot-by-plot inspection is made, and public 

lists of these records are displayed for any objections/challenges. 

The objections are reviewed right then and final records arc made 

and displayed. The entire process takes l2ss than ten days. 

Onc,:e the "bargadars" { sharecropnersl i'Ore rc'gistenod they 

g,:,t loans from the bank and cooperative societies. Their cxvloi-

tation by local moneylenders is reduced. In the event I-here is 

a legal c,~se against a registered sharecl'."opper, the officials 

suppol'."t his case in the court as they are a party to rcgiscro.ti0n. 

Thus, the sharecroppers and the officials act as mutual :sup,)ort 

system. "Operation Barga" was the name giv<cn to this :tpproa.ch 

after the first reorientation camp. 
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Another impo:tcint outcome., l)f t',is p,:ocess is an increased 

awareness of th.;, shnrccroppers.l They begin to examine and 

undcrst,md the dynamics of the i.ir suffering and to move beyond 

- .;-::i",a:,r.ta tion camp acts as a method 

- of i.dentifying ,ind locating shajrecropp.:,rs (research), r<acording 

them '1TIC. a;;;sl,sting wi.th J.oans ('::hangE·l, and increasing their 

awe1.r,.~nccss '.ed,.1cat.i.on). 

B. :-:i:oin'~ Yrrigoti~n Syetc_,m _'1/110,:\::J TrH,uls 
' 

A,nong th·~ t.cibals of southcern Rc,jasthan Seva Mc:mdir { a vol­

un tarv "-'.J-Ci1Cy) h<X1 been workir.g: in the f icld of adult education. 

The nm:ed £01 ::.T.ri',ation w2.s ve.rii' s-::rongly felt by these triba].: 

[a.i:m<,.,:cs r.nd Scvc, MandiJ'." b2g<m t;o LSSi.st them. With the fraginented 

l::md .::is well cw l2bo·c1.r.. i,:idi•Tiqual in:igation schemes appe.ai:-ed 

non-viable. The, govern_"r,cnt aguncies had not bothered much sine.:, 

many of theJa 1:n;:,v, 3.bout earlier expceriences whe:c-e tribal fanncrs 

had not coc:ipc,rated with each oth2r £or the success of the group 

scheme" Yet, a devulopcnenl aguncy {SFDA) wns willing to give 

50 per cent ,n_•bsidy in cuse of n group scheme. 

Twelve: families whose agg:r;egate 1,:mdlnldings added up to 

?.O acres, were approached by Stjvu Mandir. The entire planning 

for the scheme, lncluding identification of source of water, 

procedure f sharing and me the ,s of coop:.,raticn were discussed 

and planneC. by these 12 fumili'ls along with the Seva Ma,-idir staff. 

Th<ero wc~o a nL,mber of difficulties :Ln this process, the most 

import,mt t;einc; the mutuu.l distrust among the familiE,s. After some-

'-ime, thrrn,gh 2 :E"11lily elderman, it was discovered that a :Eew 

decades }.:,;1,--,1.;:, there was a system of ,'I.haring waters called "Parsi~. 

'L,his tradit.'..Olli J. syst~'m of mnt,;.al coopci:-ation was geared towards 

'Ihe 0.oystcm had qone into ,1on-use ovei:- the years. This 

disc•c:>\'ecy facilCtc1.tcd tho task o:E pl)nning as well as constructing 

t]JC w01_:i_. '!'h8 t8Chnoloqy chos~n wc1s such that the twelve families 

c:in pao.rti_eip;::ite ;n eoe1structior,. 

After this period of 16 rnG>nths, the scheme became operative 

und has l,;2cn fu:c1.c ~ioning well., 
, ' 

·J"bt~•-in other assistanci' 

The, 9roup of families has been 

and loans u.s well. This appears 
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to be an excellent illustration of viable, self-managing groups as the 

busis of development, not marginal, "handi•~apped" individuals. 

c. Organization of landless a,,_r~cultural labcu;:ers: Shramik 

Sangathana 

For the past seven years, this organization has been in 

~xistence in Shahada and Tabda Taluqs of Dhulia District in 

Maharashtra. The movement of Saldars - yearly contract l.abourers 

earning about~ 300/- per annum - was started in 1972~ against 

low wages, lack of weekly rest day and inhi.mian treatment. The 

movement has been successful in obtaining minimum wages for the 

Saldars and has been extending its activities gradually. 

One of the major aspects of this move1nent is the mobiliza­

tion of tribal women. Roughly 60 per cent of the population of 

these areas is tribal and landless labourers also account for 

60 per cent. The mobili,;:ation of women be,;i-an from a camp organi­

zed for them, During the camp, women shared their eJ<Periences 

and liquor errerged as their major enemy. Alcoholism by men led 

to all sorts of miseries on women, These ~omen then movedto the 

nearby village and broke all the brewing pots, They asked the 

local wOrl'IC!n who participated in the camp to identify the drunkards 

were surrounded by women and asked to bow to their wives. In 

future, it -~•a,:_, d..ocided that t .. C' punishment will also include 

tying to a tree and beating by women. 

The police patel of that village was then called by women 

to explain why he was not checking assaults on women. It was 

during this dialogue that a very sensitive dynamics was unmasked. 

The police patel used to arrest a,few drunk~rds, then also bail 

them out himself. This way he maintained his control over the 

men of the village. By himself bailing them out, he became a 

respected man. The women asked the police patel who paid for 

his salary. "The Government", told that police patel. The women 

then reminded him that the government gets money through taxes 

which are contributed by the poor villagers when they buy 

soap, bidi, etc, 



In the initial stages , of j.he maverneQ,t, the . Sang a than a hcl.d 

fought for restoration of 1an91 to tcibals as it was illegally 

alienated "rom them,- The cmtil·e process of identification of 
' this land and whom it belonged' to was carried out by. the, activists 

and th8 local tribal populatio11. This was a major rosearch task 

since ~ritten records of land011nership are not easily ac~essible. 

The Sil.ngatpana engag,os in many, such sUL"Veys for its various 

activities. All of them are Cflrried out .by the activists c1.nd 

the villages together. For ex,,mple, woman of many villages 

collected informatiOn from the1Lr villages• about cases of wife­

beating c1.nd alcoholism • This' information is then used for 

concrete action - either u. "Moccha" or a protest. Even during 

neqotic1-tions with landlords or' government officials, the 

delcg,:ites are continually controlled by thcp,coplc. All protes­

ters silently wait outside whlli:o the,ir delcgc1.tes &re negotia-

ting inside. The delegil.tes c->nnot llake a decision'inside 

without first consulting the People sitting outside. 

One of th& mujor activi'ties of the Sangathana~ in recent 

years has been non-forrr1c1.l/adu~t educu.tion. Camps have becomi:o an 

integ.rc1.l part of their organi~ation. Tarun Mandil.lS have come up 

in many villnges. The Sanqc1.t1jana d<amonstrated the vc1lidity of 

participatory research approa.-;h through il':s actions and mi:othods. 

A n\JI!Wcr of other case s1udies were pri:osented either briefly 

or to smaller groups, It is :lmport,a.nt to make a note of them: 

1
0 

A group of young pcmplc F,avc bsgun some work among the 

bil.Stis 0f Chandiga-rh. 

bastis 

Di,spi tc the architectural mcg'1?lan 

(sJ_urns) of poor people have emerged. of Chandigarh, 

This g·roup has c1.ttempted to assist the resid<ants of one 

bas ti in improving the quality of construction pf their 

house;s. 

2, A voluntary c1.gency has bcoen assisting artisans from a 

villa.ge ne:ar Ahrnedubad ill setting up their own economic 
' activity. A weavers coa,_x,rativc and creche for children 

have <emerged. Women have alsc, begun economiC activities. 
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3. Another gr,:,up h0s been c1ctivc:: in educ,iting the children 

of Poona sll!IIllS. The Gffort has been to involve the 

children in developing their learning materials. 

4. The develop..ientof villagc:,--,.:,c1sod group:3 of poor farmers, 

self-help cooperative societies, etc., has been an 

ongoing activity of Seva Man6ir 0 

5. Action India, c1 voluntary group in New Delhi, has been 

working in the various resettlement c,:>loni,:,s in attempting 

to educate the ndults. 

6. Various efforts in mobilizing women w,~re mentioned, there 

is an ongoing attempt of organizing r.iral women near Ahmed­

nagar. 

During the Participatory Research meeting, most men parti­

cipants joined the women particif),ants in a protest demonstration 

against the "virginity test" of Indic1.n. womsn seeking entry into 

Britain. 

Issues in Pc1.rticipatory Research 

Various conceptual, epistem~logical and methodological 

issues in ParticiP3tory Research emerged during the meeting. 

Though there was no consensus in resolving these issues, they were 

important enough to QGCupy the discussion. Ma~y of these issues 

are mentioned here as qu~stious, with a view to achieving further 

clarity on them later. 

1. One main theme of the discussion was the relationship between 

particip:itory research ilnd participatory soc,ial action. It was 

basicc1.lly agreed that Participatory Research must, at some stage, 

head to participatory social action. To the extent that the line 

betwe<on Participatory Research and participatory social actio,-, is 

rather thin, is there a marked difference between the role of 

the researcher and the uctivist? Should the purpose of Participutory 

Research he only understanding and knowledge? Or should it also 

include the initiation of changes? Tt was generally agreed that 

Participatory Research l!Il.lSt entail in its purpose sonm concrete 

changes in c1.ccordance with a certain value stance. It is very 
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difficult to iso.late the compomt,nts of Participatory Research 

from those of pa1Cticipc1tory soc!.ul action. To that extent, 

Purticipatcry Research puts a 

the ,researcher ,is compared to 

' ~pch gr:aatcr re,;n;,onsil;:,ili ty on 

.:jic: classical resec1rch. 

' 2. Two i:eli'.lted issues were all;o rnised in the meeting. 

First, it was felt that P,i_rticipatory Research is a logical out­

come of certain types of human l"volution. Therefore, the socio• 

political implications of Parti;:ipatory Research ar~ortant. 

In some ways, Participutory Res~arch is linked to a participatory 

democratic form of life and livinq. 'I'hc value premises of Parti­

cipatory Research ilre integrally s\lb:surncd under it. Participatory 

Re$earch is an approach towurds building a more egu.litaric1n form 

of society, orguniz<1.tions and groups. 

The second 1eelated issue j5 the dichotomy between the 

researcher and the a.ctivist. Jn the present context, the two 

roles a.re ass=d to be or seer, as rn.1tually exclusive. The 

discussion in the meeting poinj;ed out a lat"ge area of: -ov<Jrl<'lp 

in the £unctions and activitieii of: the r0s~archer (under PR) 

and the activist. It was n?t 11uggestsd that the distinction 

between the two will crnnplc .. tel;r evaporute in P-:irticip&tory 

Rescilrch, but that thcrG will. IK, u rr,,jor overlap and hence a 

greater sc.Jpc, £or shif:ting rol, s. l'oi:-eovur, this overlap Will 

also signi£ic<'lntly reduce the "'xisting gap between the activist 

and the i:-escarchcr. 

Th~re was a b~ief re£ere~ce t~ the £a.ct that tw0 possible 

approaches in pructicing P<-:i.rticip3.tLJry Rcasearch cl.re the 

rc::Searcher r,ioving into the setting or the reseatcher emerging 

f:rom the setting. It was gen~rally agreed that both are important 

approaches and both must be c~couraqcd. l personally believe 

that this is a very critioal,tensi,Jn £or Pa1eticiputory Research 

to ma.nage. Emergence of a repcarchar from an action sc,tting has 

to be s,cen .::is u very leg:ltima~G and im:port"lnt aspect of: Partici­

pc:!tory 'tles>carch. Hence, tho j1ctivists must be ct part of: Partici­

p<i.tory research networks and tancouraged to systematically reflect 

upon und document their exp-c:cicnces. 
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3. It is a general 8Xpericnce that the poor are made dependent 

on outside resources and ideas. It was suggested·tn the meeting 

that while the outsiders {activists/researchers) have an important 

task in as~isting the poor, cat cion must b3 cx~rcised in ensuring 

that further dependency is not enhanced. 'l'hc n,searcher or activint 

may push his/her own ideas on the community and thereby reduce 

their ability to, control their actions. It was suggested that one 

way to ensure that the researcher's ideas do not get pushed on is 

to engage in a joint analysis of the situation. If the researcher 

and the members of the community jointly analyse the data obtained 

about the existing socinl raality, it will reduce the chances of 

the outsider perspective prevailing fully. 

4, There wc1s a liv<cly discussion on the points of entry in 

Participat::,ry Research, understandc1bly so qiven the diverse 

background of the oc1rticipants. It W"-S generally agreed that 

various entry points c1n:, possible in Participatory Research, 

One can begin with adult educc1tion, lc1nd ali~n,ition, heaJ:h care 

or drinking water. However, there is a conman stream of struggle, 

participation and polii!,ical implications in c1ll th8SG entry points. 

Similarly, it is diffic,ilt to lay down precise rules and 

sequence of steps for Participc1tory Research. Participatory 

Research process emerges uniquely in every case ~nd is based 

on the c:,nc.--:ots- cont,,xt of: our •mrk, To speci.>.:y rigid guide-

lines for Participatory Research will be to contradict its very 

philosophy, Howcvur, how docs om, call some activity Participc1tory 

Research? Is evc,x,ything Participatory ResE•arch? Or should there 

be some identifiable chc1,racteristics ::,:£ th<c activity if it is 

Participatory Research? What are those components, keeping in 

view that we have labeled thu activity participatory research? 

5. A very fruit:l:ul comparison was made bchlccn Participatory 

Research and classical research (CR), The five major principles 

on which the distinction betw8cr. Participatory Research and ClasE:i­

cal Research was drawn c1rc riotable. First, CR is based on the 

principle of: exclusion while PR is based on inclusion, CR attewpts 

to exclude in:l:luences, styles, approaches, vc1lucs and emotions 

that deviate :l:rom its rigidly laid down procedures; PR is an 
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inclusive uop·roach in terms of emoticns, val-u.c,s, influi:,nces eind I 
" ' 

styles. Second, CR is engaged in highlighting differences bctw,j,en 

phenomena, systems and processes; its me lhodological hallmu.rk; 

Moreover, the proof of theories ancl concepts i □ also bLised on t~c 

principle of di.fferenccs. On the otrer hand, Participatory 

Research app_,_'t)ach appc<1rs to bc base<:. 0,1 the principle; of simi-:'• 

lc,.ri ty; it is .a ~roccss of rccognio,ing similarities between 

phencrrnenc1-, systems, p,:,ople and _problems. Participatory Research 

uses consens12s 'lnd agn,,cment as a princi.ple for extending under­

standing, 

Thirdly, the CR has 8mphc1.sised only thinking as a legitimate 

mode o:t inquiry. Fe,-'ling il.Ild ac,tion mode arc considerud 

"unsciL-:-itific". To the exte:nt that humans 3)'."e simnltanceously 

thinkin<; - feeli,1g - acting beings, inquiry rnodc:S can b;:, all 

thus~• .. PaJCticip,itory Reseurch recognises its and encourages 

feeling ;:,nd act-cLon us equally legitinatc processc:es of knowing .. 

just like thinking. It emphasises th,~ notion that action 

systems -:ire simul tc1ncously learning systc,ms und emotions c,in be 

a powerful mode of knowledge, just l:Lke thoughts. The fourth 

principle is a derivution of the thL~d, tha:i.t Participatory Reseurcr 

is llolisti<s: in compariGon to Classic,11 Research which :Ls pBrtiul, 

Cl'1ssj,--,c,_, , ce-ac~ocC' ,._tte"':->t:s to enhc1nc"' purtia:.., lirncar understandin, 

of miniscale, issuc:es; Participutory R,oQenrch is an attempt to 

dcvc_lop holistic, systemic and circular (iterative} ur:dcrstanding 

of micro iGSUGS as related to the larger mccro context. 

Finally, Classici3.l Rcsenrch is ·:iased on'thc principla of 

cons-,.1mpt!.oo; it e!:icGu~·ugc,,s consumptivu trends by c· ,plaining 

estclblishc,d statu»-quo. By clcriming that it is vul;re-frce, 

Classic:i.1 Research suppo~ts, may be inadvertently, existing 

syst...,ms. Parr:icipc,cory '.l.c,scurch, on the o-thcr hnnd, is premised 

on libcru'_j_nn; it attempts to chdngL· the existing system in 

accordnncc,, ,-,iti1 th0se valves that apport the liberation of 

have-nots. 
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These distinctions betw-:,en C).assica]. c!esearch and Partici­

patory ResGarch appear to be an important step towards further 

clarifying the concepb..t~l underpinnings of Participatory Research. 

5. Fin2.lly, t 11e characteristlct! oi: a ressarcher in Participatory 

Research w0rc dim:,,.,1ssed, In some ways, it was felt that the 

researcher in Pa.cticipatory ReseaJCch is ch~.llenged much more 

than in Classic.al Reseu::-ch" It was cmohasisP,d that researcher 

is the most bn_:,ortant "tool" in Pc.rticipetc:,ry Research. 'Ihc 

empathy and sel-f·•<•W'1rc_•noss of the rcs2a'C'char are critical 

ingrcdicntc, in effective; Participatory ResaaJCch. 

"calib:cctticn of the, r,;,sGarchc:c" W"-:S nsed ie1 t:lis context. 

Similar point:J ,,,ere ri'l.i:sed in calib:cetir9 the, activist, 

It was =ggostcd thu.c the "liber<<tion o:E the ectivist" is iln 

importcmt preconv.ition to his/her effective c0£fo:ct,:; in li0G:-"P.ting 

the oppressc:d. ·r:-. ..:, ::::esec1::-che.c and th8 activiut, both TIC'ed to 

develop 8.W"-::::0:'less e::bonc: th31~celvcs a;1d. emp,~t!1v wilh ot;,.,,::-s. 

The ability to unciers'cand OI'e,iulf in L contaxt is an importe;,i; 

skill fur Pa;:i.ici.pc1tory RGsea,:cch, 

Thece we::-ca cse,vcral tho~·ny issPCS t"rat were 10ft somewhc\t 

nntonched, It w2.s discussed that Pctrticipatory Rescec1rch is ~ct 

a total ,;-e-pla<cc,,ent to existing moC.os of research. Gui:vG7 c,ir, 

be> a ,_.-~c-, ' -,.,,.,,,..' :"o~ ':r-:iwir, cartain things, fc:::: example. 

But u.nder what ccnditiona and Zur whc1t i.ss;;ies Participatory ,{c.;, :.!.·,_;, 

is more effec'ci,-, n<.ccds -co be specified mc:i:n• c:,~o.scly. T:'lcm ;:here 

is an important q·J.estion o{ communicating knowled(!G .. 

n,oearch, wrJ.·ct·.·c: fc;"m (with due gul,'0).ines) i:s tlie onC.y a.cceptab)G 

form of corrJM.tr,:'_cc:.::i;,g the research +:inding,;'. l.t e;ppcars that fr,ce 

scope, o,-id ,,:cthcds of communication are much broac'.e,:- :.n Part'-cipatoc}: 

RcsGarch, bul u1 u,::native forms need to be iden'.:ificd ilnd prcctiscd 

more seriously. 

In so:nc waycs. thi.s mcGting was an i.rnp:;,rtant step in extcmEng 

Participa,;;or/ R<>search. Some participants have C.dentifiec' various 

projects and ).dGas since tJ-. .;,n. They we,;e excited to move ahead 
' 

with Pil.rticipato::y Rescc1rch approachrces. Some of them indicater' 

u need to hold smaller regional m:c<oli.ng□ 'l:":c" vc:,J.untcen~<l to 

':;lrJCange them. Some, others have .;,;;,:.-aed fo_r e. more sy""tc.:;1ati.c 

reflection ac1d documscntation of thei.:::: effc,rts. I hope tha:: '· 

can extend ti1~s nctwo::::k of Participatc,ry JlGsearch moJCe ef;::'-'ctivc ... 

as an outcorr.c of this meeting" 


