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Any major scholarly and creative undertaking demands the labor, time, 
and care of many people; in this case, we asked our contributors to join 
us in an unusual process. Not only were they willing to experiment with 
styles of writing that were unfamiliar and that took risks, but they were 
also eager to help us develop the process for a truly collaborative, edited 
anthology. Our contributors played the roles of author, peer reviewer, 
editor, and advisor, and they did so with great generosity, ease, and 
kindness. You will read more about the collaborative process for this 
volume in the introduction, and for now we would like to extend our 
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engagement with this project and this process. A special thanks goes to 
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but also the underpinning ideas. We are grateful for her constructive 
feedback as well as her patience with us as we considered her comments. 
We greatly appreciate her willingness to edit the book under a strict 
timeline with such efficiency, expertise, and attention to detail.  

Feminist Choices: A FEminiSTSCHRIFT for Ruth-Ellen Boetcher Joeres

viii

UVic Library 2021 Feminist Choices book.qxp_UVic Feminist Choices  2021-05-25  5:41 PM  Page viii



One of the biggest editorial challenges we had as we worked 
together—first with each other and then with Inba—was how we should 
name our mentor, Dr. Ruth-Ellen Boetcher Joeres. We know all too well 
from our work with Ruth-Ellen that women authors are too frequently 
called by their first names, while men are almost always referred to by 
their last. So, what should we do in texts that discuss both personal and 
professional relationships with Ruth-Ellen, that discuss Ruth-Ellen as 
a mentor, a scholar, and a friend? Do we write as we would speak and 
call her Ruth-Ellen? Boetcher Joeres? Joeres? We thank Inba for encour-
aging us to make our text friendlier and easier to read by using the first 
name; at the same time, we decided that in certain instances, especially 
when we refer to Ruth-Ellen as a scholar, we would use the name Joeres. 
Inba’s invaluable assistance helped us work through these thorny 
questions, which are so tied up with language and power, an awareness 
of which stems from the substance of our earlier work with Ruth-Ellen. 

Finally, we want to thank Dr. Ruth-Ellen Boetcher Joeres. Without 
you, there would be no “we” and none of the connections and relation-
ships that have flourished on the pages here—and, of course, in our lives 
beyond the pages—would be possible. We are grateful that you gently 
reminded us time and again that naming is an act of power. We thank 
you, Dr. Ruth-Ellen Boetcher Joeres, with all your names and titles.

Acknowledgements

ix

UVic Library 2021 Feminist Choices book.qxp_UVic Feminist Choices  2021-05-25  5:41 PM  Page ix




